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Each unit in The Historian’s Apprentice series deals with an important historical topic. It 
introduces students to a five-step set of practices designed to simulate the experience of 
being a historian and make explicit all key phases of the historian’s craft.  

       The Historian’s Apprentice: A Five-Step Process
1. Reflect on Your Prior Knowledge of the Topic 

Students discuss what they already know and how their prior knowledge may 
shape or distort the way they view the topic.

2. Apply Habits of Historical Thinking to the Topic  
Students build background knowledge on the basis of five habits of thinking that 
historians use in constructing accounts of the past. 

3. Interpret the Relevant Primary Sources 
Students apply a set of rules for interpreting sources and assessing their relevance 
and usefulness.

4. Assess the Interpretations of Other Historians 
Students learn to read secondary sources actively, with the goal of deciding among 
competing interpretations based on evidence in the sources.

5. Interpret, Debate, and Write About the Topic Yourself 
Students apply what they have learned by constructing evidence-based 
interpretations of their own in a variety of ways.
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The goal of The Historian’s Apprentice units  
is to expose students in a manageable way to 
the complex processes by which historians 
practice their craft. By modeling what historians 
do, students will practice the full range of skills 
that make history the unique and uniquely 
valuable challenge that it is. 
Modeling the historian’s craft is not the same as 
being a historian—something few students will 
become. Therefore, a scaffolding is provided 
here to help students master historical content 
in a way that will be manageable and useful to 
them.
Historical thinking is not a simple matter of 
reciting one fact after another, or even of 
mastering a single, authoritative account. 
It is disciplined by evidence, and it is a 
quest for truth; yet, historians usually try to 

clarify complex realities and make tentative 
judgments, not to draw final conclusions. In 
doing so, they wrestle with imperfect sets of 
evidence (the primary sources), detect multiple 
meanings embedded in those sources, and 
take into account varying interpretations by 
other historians. They also recognize how wide 
a divide separates the present from earlier 
times. Hence, they work hard to avoid present-
mindedness and to achieve empathy with 
people who were vastly different from us. 
In their actual practice, historians are masters 
of the cautious, qualified conclusion. Yet they 
engage, use their imaginations, and debate 
with vigor. It is this spirit and these habits of 
craft that The Historian’s Apprentice seeks to 
instill in students.

Teacher Introduction
Teaching the Historian’s Craft

The Historian’s Apprentice is a five-step process. However, the materials presented here are 
organized into four parts. Part I deals with the first two of the five steps of the process. Each of 
the other three parts then deals with one step in the process. Here is a summary of the four parts 
into which the materials are organized:   

Teacher Introduction.  Includes suggested day-by-day sequences for using these 
materials, including options for using the PowerPoint presentations. One sequence is 
designed for younger students and supplies a page of vocabulary definitions. 

Part 1.  A student warm-up activity, an introductory essay, a handout detailing a set of 
habits of historical thinking, and two PowerPoint presentations (Five Habits of Historical 
Thinking and Jefferson vs. Hamilton: Two Visions of a Nation). Part 1 (including the 
PowerPoints) deals with The Historian’s Apprentice Steps 1 and 2. 

Part 2.  A checklist for analyzing primary sources, several primary sources, and worksheets 
for analyzing them. Part 2 deals with The Historian’s Apprentice Step 3.

Part 3.  Two secondary source passages and two student activities analyzing those 
passages. Part 3 deals with The Historian’s Apprentice Step 4.

Part 4.  Two optional follow-up activities enabling students to write about and/or debate 
their own interpretations of the topic. Part 4 deals with The Historian’s Apprentice 
Step 5.

The Historian’s Apprentice: Five-Steps in Four Parts 
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Teacher 
INTRODUCTION

Below is one possible way to use this Historian’s Apprentice unit. Tasks are listed day by day in a 
sequence taking five class periods, with some homework and some optional follow-up activities.
PowerPoint Presentation: Five Habits of Historical Thinking.  This presentation comes with each 
Historian’s Apprentice unit. If you have used it before with other units, you need not do so again. If you 
decide to use it, incorporate it into the Day 1 activities. In either case, give students the “Five Habits of 
Historical Thinking” handout for future reference. Those “five habits” are as follows:  

• History Is Not the Past Itself
• The Detective Model: Problem, Evidence, Interpretation
• Time, Change, and Continuity
• Cause and Effect
• As They Saw It: Grasping Past Points of View

Warm-Up Activity.  Homework assignment: Students do the Warm-Up Activity. This activity 
explores students’ memories and personal experiences shaping their understanding of the topic. 

Day 1:  Discuss the Warm-Up Activity, then either have students read or review the “Five Habits of 
Historical Thinking” handout, or use the Five Habits PowerPoint presentation.
Homework assignment: Students read the background essay “Jefferson vs. Hamilton: Two 
Visions of a Nation.”

Day 2:  Use the second PowerPoint presentation, Jefferson vs. Hamilton: Two Visions of a Nation, 
to provide an overview of the topic for this lesson. The presentation applies the Five Habits of 
Historical Thinking to this topic. Do the two activities embedded in the presentation. 
Homework assignment: Students read the “Interpreting Primary Sources Checklist.” The 
checklist teaches a systematic way to handle sources: 

• Sourcing
• Contextualizing
• Interpreting meanings
• Point of view
• Corroborating sources

Day 3:  In class, students study some of the ten primary source documents and complete “Source 
Analysis” worksheets on them. They use their notes to discuss these sources. (Worksheet 
questions are all based on the concepts on the “Interpreting Primary Sources Checklist.”)  

Day 4:  In class, students complete the remaining “Source Analysis” worksheets and use their notes 
to discuss these sources. Take some time to briefly discuss the two secondary source passages 
students will analyze next.
Homework assignment: Student read these two secondary source passages.

Day 5:  In class, students do the two “Secondary Sources” activities and discuss them. These activities 
ask them to analyze the two secondary source passages using four criteria:

• Clear focus on a problem or question
• Position or point of view
• Use of evidence or sources
• Awareness of alternative explanations

Follow-Up Activities (optional, at teacher’s discretion).   
Do as preferred: the DBQ Essay Assignment and/or the Structured Debate.

Suggested Five-Day Sequence
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Teacher 
INTRODUCTION

If you have less time to devote to this lesson, here is a suggested shorter sequence. The sequence 
does not include the PowerPoint presentation Five Habits of Historical Thinking. This presentation is 
included with each Historian’s Apprentice unit. If you have never used it with your class, you may want 
to do so before following this three-day sequence. 
The three-day sequence leaves out a few activities from the five-day sequence. It also suggests 
that you use only six key primary sources. However, it still walks students through the steps of the 
Historian’s Apprentice approach: clarifying background knowledge, analyzing primary sources, 
comparing secondary sources, and debating or writing about the topic. 

Warm-Up Activity.  Homework assignment: Ask students to read or review the “Five Habits 
of Historical Thinking” handout and read the background essay “Jefferson vs. Hamilton: Two 
Visions of a Nation.”

Day 1:  Use the PowerPoint presentation Jefferson vs. Hamilton: Two Visions of a Nation. It provides 
an overview of the topic for this lesson by applying the Five Habits of Historical Thinking to it. Do 
the two activities embedded in the presentation. 
Homework assignment: Students read or review the “Interpreting Primary Sources Checklist.” 
The checklist teaches a systematic way to handle sources.

Day 2:  In class, students study some of the ten primary source documents and complete “Source 
Analysis” worksheets on them. They then use their notes to discuss these sources. Documents 
1, 3, 4, 8, and 10 are suggested.
You may wish to make your own choices of primary sources. Use your judgment in deciding how 
many of them your students can effectively analyze in a single class period.  
Homework assignment: Student read the two secondary source passages.

Day 3:  In class, students do the two “Secondary Sources” activities and discuss them. These 
activities ask them to analyze the two secondary source passages using four criteria.

Follow-Up Activities (optional, at teacher’s discretion):  
Do as preferred: the DBQ Essay Assignment and/or the Structured Debate.

Suggested Three-Day Sequence
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Teacher 
INTRODUCTION

For younger students, parts of this lesson may prove challenging. If you feel your students need a 
somewhat more manageable path through the material, see the suggested sequence below. 
If you want to use the Five Habits of Historical Thinking PowerPoint presentation, this sequence takes 
four class periods. If you do not use this PowerPoint, you can combine Day 1 and Day 2 and keep the 
sequence to just three days. We suggest using six primary sources only. The ones listed for Day 3 are 
less demanding in terms of vocabulary and conceptual complexity. For Day 4, we provide some simpler 
DBQs for the follow-up activities. 
Vocabulary:  A list of vocabulary terms in the sources and the introductory essay is provided on page 7 
of this booklet. You may wish to hand this sheet out as a reading reference, you could make flashcards 
out of some of the terms, or you might ask each of several small groups to use the vocabulary sheet to 
explain terms found in one source to the rest of the class. 
 
SUGGESTED FOUR-DAY SEQUENCE

Warm-Up Activity.  Homework assignment: Students do the Warm-Up Activity. This activity 
explores students’ memories and personal experiences shaping their understanding of the topic. 

Day 1:  Discuss the Warm-Up Activity. Show the Five Habits of Historical Thinking PowerPoint 
presentation (unless you have used it before and/or you do not think it is needed now). If you 
do not use this PowerPoint presentation, give students the “Five Habits of Historical Thinking” 
handout and discuss it with them.
Homework assignment: Ask students to read the background essay “Jefferson vs. Hamilton: 
Two Visions of a Nation.”

Day 2:  Use the PowerPoint presentation Jefferson vs. Hamilton: Two Visions of a Nation. This 
introduces the topic for the lesson by applying the Five Habits of Historical Thinking to it. Do the 
two activities embedded in the presentation. 
Homework assignment: Students read or review the “Interpreting Primary Sources Checklist.” 
The checklist offers a systematic way to handle sources.

Day 3:  Discuss the “Interpreting Primary Sources Checklist” and talk through one primary source 
document in order to illustrate the meaning of the concepts on the checklist. Next, have students 
complete “Source Analysis” worksheets after studying primary source documents 1, 3, 5, 8, 9, 
and 10.
Homework assignment: Students read the two secondary source passages.

Day 4:  Students do only “Secondary Sources: Activity 2” and discuss it. This activity asks them to 
choose the two primary sources that best back up each secondary source passage.

Follow-Up Activities (optional, at teacher’s discretion):  
Do as preferred: the DBQ Essay Assignment and/or the Structured Debate.
Here are some alternative DBQs tailored to the six primary sources recommended here:

“Jefferson had great faith in the people, but Hamilton was more realistic about 
them.” Explain why you do or do not agree with this statement.
Did Hamilton or Jefferson have the more accurate idea of how America would grow 
and change over time? Explain your answer.

Suggestions for Use with Younger Students
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Vocabulary: The Introductory Essay
• agrarian: Relating to a farming way of life
• anarchy: A chaotic condition in which all government or order is done away with
• aristocratic: Exclusive; having to do with an elite that inherits its rank and power
• elite: The group with greatest wealth, power, or social prestige or status
• Enlightenment: In this case, the 18th-century celebration of reason and tolerance in social life
• mercantile: Having to do with merchants and commercial activity
• ratify: Give something final approval
• subsidy: A grant or gift of money, often to aid some activity seen as desirable
• tariff: A fee or tax imposed on imports 

Vocabulary: The Primary Sources
• Anti-Federalist: Name for those opposed to the strong government created by the Constitution
• construction: In this case, the interpretation made of a phrase or statement
• depredations: Attacks
• “discharge a debt”: To pay a debt off
• executive: Leader or branch of government that executes the laws and manages the government
• expedients: In this case, the means by which some goal can be accomplished
• faction: In this case, a small group united to seek some political goal or advantage
• Federalist: Name for those who favored the Constitution’s strong federal government
• implicate: Become involved with
• posterity: Future generations
• prodigious: Huge or enormous
• requisite: Required or necessary
• reveries: Daydreams or imagined ideal states 
• subversive: Tending to overturn or destroy something, particularly a government
• symmetry: A harmonious and regular form between corresponding parts
• The Federalist: Essays by Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay in support of the Constitution
• unequivocally: Without any doubts; clearly and firmly
• vehement: Very forceful or determined. 

Vocabulary: The Secondary Sources
• “consolidating usurpations”: Ruthless and unfair actions to centralize power
• constitution: A written or well-understood set of rules for running a government
• deference: Respectful submission to or regard for someone
• dependency: A condition of being obligated to or dependent on someone else
• hegemony: Predominant influence or authority
• hierarchies: Systems in which individuals or groups are ranked one above the other
• implacable: Unmovably determined
• implicit: Implied, rather than stated directly or explicitly
• impracticable: Not practical, unworkable
• insurgency: A rebellion or insurrection 
• “invidious appellations”: Harsh or unfair names or labels
• legitimacy: The quality of appearing entitled, lawful, or proper
• monarchical: Having to do with monarchy, or rule by kings and queens
• nullification: In this case, declaring an act of government illegal and unenforceable
• patronage: In this case, government jobs or other favors an official can grant
• “political leveling”: Actions to equalize rights or conditions between different groups
• purge: Remove entirely
• reactionary: In this case, reacting against or opposing social and political change
• “strict construction”: A very restricted and literal interpretation of clauses in the Constitution
• “thinly veiled”: Just barely hidden

Vocabulary
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Teacher 
INTRODUCTION

Part 1: Jefferson vs. Hamilton—Providing the Context
Note to the teacher: The next pages provide materials meant to help students develop a clear picture of 
who Jefferson and Hamilton were and why their views are an important historical topic. The materials also 
seek to teach students the Five Habits of Historical Thinking. 

This section includes the following: 

• PowerPoint presentation: The Five Habits of Historical Thinking  
This presentation illustrates five habits of thought or modes of analysis that guide historians 
as they construct their secondary accounts of a topic. These Five Habits are not about 
skills used in analyzing primary sources. (Those are dealt with more explicitly in a handout 
in the next section.) These Five Habits are meant to help students see history as a way 
of thinking, not as the memorizing of disparate facts and pre-digested conclusions. The 
PowerPoint uses several historical episodes as examples to illustrate the Five Habits. In two 
places, it pauses to ask students to do a simple activity applying one of the habits to some 
of their own life experiences. 
If you have used this PowerPoint with other Historian’s Apprentice units, you may not need to 
use it again here.

• Handout: “The Five Habits of Historical Thinking” 
This handout supplements the PowerPoint presentation. It is meant as a reference for 
students to use as needed. If you have used other Historian’s Apprentice units, your 
students may only need to review this handout quickly. 

• Warm-Up Activity 
A simple exercise designed to help you see what students know about Jefferson and 
Hamilton what confuses them, or what ideas they may have absorbed about these men 
from popular culture, friends and family, etc. The goal is to alert them to their need to gain 
a clearer idea of the past and be critical of what they think they already know. (Jefferson’s 
photo is on the left, Hamilton’s on the right; the words quoted in one question are from the 
Delcaration of Independence, whose main author was Jefferson). 

• Introductory essay: “Jefferson vs. Hamilton: Two Visions of a Nation”  
The essay provides enough basic background information on the topic to enable students 
to assess primary sources and conflicting secondary source interpretations. At the end of 
the essay, students get some points to keep in mind about the nature of the sources they 
will examine and the conflicting secondary source interpretations they will debate.  

• PowerPoint presentation: Jefferson vs. Hamilton: Two Visions of a Nation 
This PowerPoint presentation reviews the topic for the lesson and shows how the Five 
Habits of Historical Thinking can be applied to a clearer understanding of it. At two points, 
the presentation calls for a pause and prompts students to discuss some aspects of their 
prior knowledge of the topic. The proposed sequences suggest using this PowerPoint 
presentation after assigning the introductory essay, but you may prefer to reverse this order.
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Student Activity

What Do You Know About Jefferson and Hamilton?
This lesson deals with the differences between two of the nation’s founders, Thomas Jefferson 
and Alexander Hamilton. Whenever you start to learn something about a time in history, it helps to 
think first of what you already know about it, or think you know. You probably have impressions, or 
you may have read or heard things about it already. Some of what you know may be accurate. You 
need to be ready to alter your fixed ideas about this time as you learn more about it. This is what 
any historian would do. To do this, take some notes in response to the questions below these two 
photographs. 

Warm-Up Activity

Which of these men is Jefferson and which 
is Hamilton? What else do you know about 
each of them?

Which of them is most closely associated 
with these words: “We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit 
of Happiness.” What else do you know 
about these words and the document they 
come from?
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