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Stevens & Shea Publishers

Gold Rush
Stories

Mini-plays are designed to involve students
in the study of issues or historical events
through the use of drama.

Copies of this readers' theatre script may
be duplicated for classroom use. Such repro-
duction is limited to the single school that has
purchased the play.
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Teacher's Guide

These short plays are written to be read in
the classroom without staging. Students may
read at their desks or in front of the room. There
are enough parts in the five plays for each
student  to participate, so enough copies  should
be made for each to have a script.

The Plays, Characters, and Lines

Sam Brannan (pages 1 and 2)
The true story of how the Gold Rush began.

Narrator  (20 lines)
James Marshall  (25 lines)
Captain John Sutter  (24 lines)
Charles Smith  (9 lines)
Sam Brannan  (17 lines)

Levi Strauss (pages 3 and 4)
The story of how jeans were invented.

Narrator  (17 lines)
Dockworker  (12 lines)
Levi Strauss  (30 lines)
Miner  (7 lines)
Tailor  (9 lines)
Jacob Davis  (28 lines)
Alkali Ike  (11 lines)
Prosector  (5 lines)

Donovan (pages 5 to 7)
A story about how a slave got his  freedom.

Narrator  (10 lines)
Wilkes, a slave owner  (59 lines)
Bartender  (25 lines)
Gambler (26 lines)
Donovan, the slave  (19 lines)

Joaquin Murieta (pages 8 and 9)
The story of the elusive Mexican bandit.

Narrator  (9 lines)
Jose  (10 lines)
Mario  (6 lines)
Joaquin Murieta (38 lines)
Catain Love  (11 lines)
Miner  (5 lines)
Posse Member  (8 lines)

Vigilantes (pages 10 to 12)
The story of lawlessness in early San Fran-

cisco.
First Narrator  (14 lines)
Second Narrator  (10 lines)
Sam Brannan  (40 lines)
First Man  (17 lines)
Second Man  (11 lines)
Third Man  (7 lines)
Fourth Man  (6 lines)
Fifth Man  (8 lines)
Sixth Man  (3 lines)
Seventh Man (2 lines)
Coleman  (14 lines)
Jenkins (12 lines)

The material in this unit may be repro-
duced for use in the single school that pur-
chased it.

It is specifically prohibited to reproduce
any portion of this material for use in two or
more schools without the written permission of
the publisher.

Stevens & Shea Publishers, Inc.
P.O. Box 794, Stockton, CA 95201

Phone: (209) 465-1880

ISBN: 0-89550-331-X
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Teacher's Guide

U.S. History Plays, Set 1
Grades 5 and Up
A set of 30 plays covering key events and person-
alities from the Civil War to the present. Each play
is reproducible and has a crossword puzzle. The
plays are written to be read in class during a class
period. Each has numerous parts for maximum
student involvement, and is about 15 pages long.
SS800. $135     Individual titles, $6.50 each.
Titles:
World War II to Present

Lyndon Johnson, John F. Kennedy, Martin
Luther King, Jr., Cesar Chavez, Sit-in: Civil Rights
Protests, Hazel Brannon Smith & Civil Rights,
Harry S Truman, Franklin Roosevelt, Part 2, Paul
Robeson & McCarthyism.
The Depression Era

Franklin Roosevelt, Part 1, The Flint Sit-
Down Strike, John L. Lewis, Okies & The
Dustbowl.
The Era of Reform

Woodrow Wilson, Theodore Roosevelt,
Clarence Darrow & The Scopes Trial, Margaret
Sanger, Carry Nation and Susan B. Anthony.
The Era of Industrialization

The Ludlow Massacre, Child Labor, The
Triangle Shirtwaist Fire, Pullman Strike,
Haymarket Affair, The Big Four: Building the
Transcontinental Railroad.
Civil War and Reconstruction

W.E.B. DuBois, Booker T. Washington,
James Rapier & Reconstruction, Harriet Tubman,
Abraham Lincoln, Part 2.

In t roduc t ion
The discovery of gold was the event that

attracted the first large numbers of people to
California.

It was an exciting time and there are many
interesting tales about the period. The stories
in this collection about Sam Brannan, Levi
Strauss, and the Vigilance Committee are
true.  The story about Donovan is based upon
folklore and may or may not be true. Slaves
were brought to work in the gold fields and
some of them either bought their freedom or
escaped.

The famed Joaquin Murieta was only one
of several bandits named Joaquin. Even
though it was claimed that he was caught by
Captain Love, the evidence indicates that he
was probably not. What happened to the real
Joaquin Murieta is not known.

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

Other plays you may enjoy

Stevens & Shea Publishers
P.O. Box 794

Stockton,   CA  95201
(209) 465-1880
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Sam Brannan

Sam Brannan and the Gold Rush

Narrator
James Marshall
Captain John Sutter
Charles Smith
Sam Brannan

Narrator:  James Wilson Marshall, who was
building a sawmill for John Sutter on the Ameri-
can River, saw something glittering in the water
of his tailrace on January 24, 1848.  He collected
a few pieces of the glittering ore and rode to
Sutter’s Fort.

James Marshall:  I found something.  I’m not
sure what it is, but if it is what I think it is, we may
be rich.

Capt. John Sutter:  What is it?
James Marshall:  Gold!  Look here!

Capt. John Sutter:  It looks like gold, all right,
but what looks like gold is not always gold.

James Marshall:  Isn’t there something we can
do to find out?

Capt. John Sutter:  I have an encyclopedia
here.  Maybe we can find out how to test it.

Narrator:  Sutter conducted a few tests on the
precious metal.

Capt. John Sutter:  It looks like gold, all right—
23 carat gold, at least.

James Marshall:  We may be rich!

Capt. John Sutter:  Where exactly did you find
this?

James Marshall:  We had to cut this tailrace
through a sandbar to bring water to the sawmill.

That’s where it was.  I bet there’s gold all over the
bottom of that river.

Capt. John Sutter:  There might be.

James Marshall:  Oh, boy!  I’m getting back
there right now.

Capt. John Sutter:  It’s the middle of the night.

James Marshall:  That doesn’t make any differ-
ence.

Capt. John Sutter:  But it’s raining.  At least stay
until morning.

James Marshall:  No sir!  I’m getting back up
there right now.

Capt. John Sutter:  The gold is not going to get
up and run away.  We have a sawmill to finish.

James Marshall:  Other people might hear
about it.

Capt. John Sutter:  Let’s try to keep it a secret.

James Marshall:  The men up there working on
the sawmill all know about it.

Capt. John Sutter:  We want them to keep
working on the sawmill.  We need that lumber.
People need to build houses.

James Marshall:  When they find out it’s gold,
they’ll want to leave the mill and go prospecting
for themselves.

Capt. John Sutter:  Tell them they can prospect
on Sundays when they finish at the sawmill.

James Marshall:  Well, I’ll try.   I’m going to be
on my way now.
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Capt. John Sutter:  I’ll be coming up there
tomorrow or the next day to see about leasing
the land in the area from the Indians so that we
can mine the gold.

Narrator:  The discovery of gold was not kept a
secret for very long.  The news actually ap-
peared in a San Francisco paper on March 15,
1849,  but raised no excitement.  The Gold Rush
didn’t start until Sam Brannan gave the gold
discovery some thought.  Brannan ran a store at
Sutter’s Fort.

Charles Smith:  Sam, more and more people
are coming into the store with gold to buy their
things.

Sam Brannan:  Yes, I’ve noticed.

Charles Smith:  Maybe this gold discovery is
more than just a flash in the pan.  Maybe  it really
amounts to something.

Sam Brannan:  You know, you just may be
right. The Mexicans had discovered gold in
California before, but it didn’t add up to too much
before it was gone.

Charles Smith:  Well, each day people come in
with more and more of it.  Maybe we should get
up there and get some for ourselves.

Sam Brannan:  Why should we go up to the
mountains when they have to bring the gold to
us to buy goods.  If we get more people to dig for
gold, that means they will have to buy their
supplies from us.

Charles Smith:  That’s sharp thinking, Sam.

Sam Brannan:  In fact, no one realizes how
much gold there is.  If we buy up all the shovels,
picks, tents and the like that miners need to
mine, and then convince people to go up there
to mine, they’ll have to buy their equipment from
us.

Charles Smith:  How are you going to convince
them?

Sam Brannan:  First, let’s quietly buy up all of
the mining merchandise in California.

Narrator:  On May 12, Brannan went to San
Francisco with a bottle filled with gold dust.  He
went up and down the streets shouting that gold
had been discovered on the American River.
The Gold Rush was started.

The End

Sam Brannan




