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Foundations of the UN 
Teacher Page 

 
Introduction: 
 
In this lesson, students examine two documents that provided both the theoretical and 
practical framework for the United Nations: the Atlantic Charter and the Dumbarton 
Oaks agreement. Students will consider the ideals that underlay and the circumstances 
surrounding the creation of each document.  
 
Objectives: 
 
Students will: 

• assess the values upon which the United Nations was established 
• summarize the structure of the United Nations as declared at the Dumbarton Oaks 

conference 
 

Web Sites Used in this Lesson: 
 
The Atlantic Charter 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/wwii/atlantic.htm  
 
Dumbarton Oaks Agreement 
http://www.ibiblio.org/pha/policy/1944/441007a.html  
 
Strategies: 
 
Explain to students the concept of “liberal internationalism.” (You can find varying 
definitions of the term at http://www.fpif.org/commentary/2002/0211power_body.html 
and at http://www.u.arizona.edu/~landolt/international_relations/weeks/week_04.htm.) 
Point out that it was the basis of the diplomacy of Woodrow Wilson and the League of 
Nations.  

 
Wrap-Up: 
 
Ask students to find instances where they think principles of liberal internationalism are 
reflected in the Atlantic Charter and the Dumbarton Oaks agreement.  

 
Extension Activity: 
 
Issued on January 1, 1942, the “Declaration of United Nations” supported the principles 
in the Atlantic Charter and is also cited as a document that influenced the founding of the 
United Nations. Have students read this document at 
http://www.ibiblio.org/pha/policy/1942/420101a.html then compare it to the two 
documents they read in this lesson. 
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Foundations of the United Nations 
Student Worksheet 

 
Introduction: 
 
During World War II, the leaders of the United States and its allies sought to improve 
upon the League of Nations, whose failure was seen as a cause of the war. One of the first 
things that President Roosevelt did—even before the United States entered the war—was 
to meet at sea with British Prime Minister Winston Churchill and articulate the principles 
they thought should govern world affairs. The result was the Atlantic Charter. The 
Americans entered the war in 1941, and in 1944, with the end of the war in sight, at a 
long conference at Dumbarton Oaks (outside of Washington, D.C.) the allies wrote up the 
rules for a new international organization to be called the United Nations.  

 
All Web links for this lesson can be found at:  
http://www.socialstudies.com/worldlinks.html 
 
Directions:  
 
The Atlantic Charter 
http://www.yale.edu/lawweb/avalon/wwii/atlantic.htm  
 
Answer the following questions: 
 
1. Briefly summarize the “common principles” Roosevelt and Churchill mention in the 

charter. 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Which sections of the charter refer to or imply international cooperation? For what 

purposes did Roosevelt and Churchill envision countries working together? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. In addition to political principles, the charter mentions many economic principles as 

well. Why do you suppose Roosevelt and Churchill chose to include these? 
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Dumbarton Oaks Agreement 
http://www.ibiblio.org/pha/policy/1944/441007a.html  
 
Answer the following questions: 
 
4. Briefly summarize the four purposes of the UN mentioned in Chapter 1. 

 
 

 
 
 
5. According to Chapter II, what was the principle upon which “the Organization” (i.e., 

the UN) should be based? What obligations would member countries have? 
 
 

 
 
 
6. Read Chapter VI (“The Security Council”). Why do you think the document proposed 

that only some members of the Security Council would be permanent? Who would 
the five permanent members be? Why do you think these countries were to be given 
rights others would not have?  
 

 
 
 

 
7. Read Chapter VIII (“Arrangements for the Maintenance of International Peace and 

Security Including Prevention and Suppression of Aggression”). Who had the power 
to determine whether a dispute threatened “the maintenance of international peace 
and security”? Who would propose the actions to be taken in case of such a threat?  

 
 
 
 
 
8. What measures could “the Organization” take to maintain international peace and 

security? What were members of “the Organization” to “make available” to the 
Security Council so that it could maintain international peace and security?  
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9. Read Chapter IX (“Arrangements for International Economic and Social 
Cooperation”). What “purpose and relationships” of “the Organization” are described 
in this chapter? What part of “the Organization” would be responsible for 
implementing and overseeing these “arrangements”? 

 
 
 
 
 
10. How do the specifics of “the Organization” laid out in the Dumbarton Oaks 

agreement reflect the principles of the Atlantic Charter? Cite at least two examples 
and explain your reasoning. 
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