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Introducing Nouns
Introductory Rhymes
The following four rhymes and several  
accompanying activities will help you 
introduce the concept of nouns as naming 
words. Periodically, you may want to 
begin and end a little book with one or 
more of the introductory rhymes to focus 
children’s attention on the nouns in a 
little book.

You can either prepare each rhyme as 
a chart in advance or create a chart as a 
shared writing activity. 

Ask, “What’s a noun?” and read a 
rhyme. Repeat the question and the  

poetic answer, pausing for children to 
point to an actual person, place, or thing, 
or to complete individual lines. Help chil-
dren list more nouns that name people, 
places, and things around them. Point out 
that each naming word in the list is called 
a noun.

Sing the introductory rhymes “Nouns 
Name People,” “Nouns Name Places,” 
and “Nouns Name Things” to the tune of 
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.” See the 
accompanying activities for these rhymes 
on the next page.

Introducing Nouns  ❍  5

What’s a Noun?

A noun names 

	 a PERSON, 

	 or a PLACE,	

	 or a THING.

So my name is a noun.

	 So is school.

	 So is ring.

And my city is a noun.
It’s the PLACE where I live.

And a present is a noun.
It’s a THING that I give.

Nouns Name People

Nouns are words I use to say 
the names of people every day. 

	 my mom

	 my aunt	

	 my sister Jill

	 my dad

	 my friend

	 my Uncle Bill

Nouns are words I use to say 
the names of people every day. 



I like the movies.
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I like the playground.
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I like the park.
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I like the outdoors!

I like the zoo.
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I like the                            .
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I like the circus.
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My sister does, too!
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6

I read my little book of 
nouns to:

1.                                         

2.                                         

3.                                         
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Word Cards for “A Pet”  ❍  107

hamster

turtle

hippo

lion

pet

frog

dog

bat

cat
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