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POST-CIVIL WAR LEGISLATION

1865   13TH AMENDMENT FREED THE SLAVES

1868   14TH AMENDMENT EQUAL PROTECTION UNDER THE 
LAW

1870   15TH AMENDMENT UNIVERSAL MALE SUFFRAGE

1883   CIVIL RIGHTS CASES ESTABLISHED A NARROW 
INTERPRETATION OF THE 14TH AMENDMENT; ALLOWED 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AS LONG AS OUTSIDE OF THE 
REGULATION OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

1896   PLESSY v. FERGUSON “SEPARATE BUT EQUAL” 
FACILITIES ALLOWED, LEGALIZED SEGREGATION

1890s-1950s   “JIM CROW” LAWS MANDATED 
SEGREGATION AND PREVENTED BLACKS FROM VOTING
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EXAMPLES OF “JIM CROW” LAWS
Lunch Counters No persons, firms, or corporations, who or which furnish meals to 

passengers at station restaurants or station eating houses, in times limited by common 
carriers of said passengers, shall furnish said meals to white and colored passengers in 
the same room, or at the same table, or at the same counter. South Carolina

Textbooks Books shall not be interchangeable between the white and colored schools, 
but shall continue to be used by the race first using them. North Carolina

Prisons The warden shall see that the white convicts shall have separate apartments 
for both eating and sleeping from the Negro convicts. Mississippi

Parks It shall be unlawful for colored people to frequent any park owned or maintained 
by the city for the benefit, use and enjoyment of white persons...and unlawful for any 
white person to frequent any park owned or maintained by the city for the use and 
benefit of colored persons. Georgia

Burial The officer in charge shall not bury, or allow to be buried, any colored persons 
upon ground set apart or used for the burial of white persons. Georgia

Nurses No person or corporation shall require any white female nurse to nurse in 
wards or rooms in hospitals, either public or private, in which Negro men are placed. 
Alabama

Intermarriage All marriages of white persons with Negroes, Mulattos, Mongolians, or 
Malaya hereafter contracted in the State of Wyoming are and shall be illegal and void. 
Wyoming

CALLED “JIM CROW” AFTER A SONG USED IN A MINSTREL (BLACKFACE ON 
WHITES) SHOW, “EBERY TIME I WEEL ABOUT, I JUMP JIM CROW”. CROW 
WAS TO REFER TO THE COLOR OF THE SKIN.
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IN 1832 
THOMAS D. 

RICE WROTE A 
SONG TITLED 
“JIM CROW” 

WHICH IS 
WHERE THE 

TERM 
ORIGINATED
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EXAMPLES OF SEGREGATED FACILITIES
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COLORED 
PEOPLE (NAACP)

FOUNDED IN 1909 BY IDA B. WELLS, W.E.B. DuBOIS, HENRY 
MOSCOWITZ, MARY WHITE OVINGTON, OSWALD GARRISON 
VILLARD, AND WILLIAM ENGLISH WALLING

PROVIDED LEGAL AID AND OTHER SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE 
WHO WERE BEING TREATED UNFAIRLY UNDER THE LAW

STRATEGY WAS TO ERADICATE INSTITUTIONALIZED 
RACISM AND FULFILL THE 14TH AMENDMENT WHICH 
GUARANTEED EQUAL TREATMENT UNDER THE LAW

TARGETED EDUCATION AS THE MAIN BATTLEFIELD FOR 
EQUAL TREATMENT

NAACP 
MEETING 

1929 

FOUNDED IN 1909 BY IDA B. WELLS, W.E.B. DuBOIS, HENRY MOSCOWITZ, 
MARY WHITE OVINGTON, OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD, AND WILLIAM 
ENGLISH WALLING
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People Records, Prints and 
Photographs Division, Library of Congress.
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HARLEM RENAISSANCE:  1919 TO 1935, HARLEM 
NEW YORK CITY

AFTER WWI MANY BLACKS 
FLED THE SOUTH FOR 

BETTER ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITIES AND 
FREEDOM FROM KKK 

VIOLENCE. HARLEM WAS A 
POPULAR DESTINATION 
AND NEW YORK CITY’S 

BLACK POPULATION 
SWELLED FROM 30,000 IN 
1900 TO OVER 300,000 IN 

1930.
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BLACK ARTISTS, WRITERS, DANCERS, POETS, 
HISTORIANS, AND MANY OTHERS TURNED 

HARLEM INTO A CENTER OF CULTURE, 
CREATIVITY, AND EXPLORATION OF AFRICAN 

AMERICAN ROOTS
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A. PHILIP RANDOLPH

LEADER OF BROTHERHOOD OF 
SLEEPING CAR PORTERS 

UNION

PREPARATION FOR WWII CREATED MILLIONS OF 
NEW JOBS, HOWEVER DUE TO DISCRIMINATION 
MANY BLACKS WERE PREVENTED FROM GETTING 

JOBS 

RANDOLPH MET WITH FDR 
TO INFORM HIM OF A 

MASSIVE MARCH ON THE 
WHITE HOUSE LAWN IF 
SOMETHING WAS NOT 

CHANGED
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POSTER ADVERTISING PROPOSED 
MARCH IN 1941
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AS A 
RESULT, 

FDR ISSUES 
EXECUTIVE 

ORDER 
8802

JUNE 1941

BANNED DISCRIMINATION IN EMPLOYMENT AT FEDERAL AGENCIES, 
UNIONS, AND OTHER COMPANIES ENGAGED IN WAR-RELATED WORK. IT 
ALSO CREATED THE FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICES COMMISSION TO 
ENFORCE THE NEW LAW. 
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AS A RESULT OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 8802 
BLACK WOMEN MADE MANY IMPORTANT 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE WAR EFFORT IN 

WORLD WAR II


