OF COURSE , ANYOME CAN

FIGURE OuT THE DANGER

oF MAKING PETS ouT
oF FARM ARIMALS-—

ESPECIALLY CHICKEMNS.

You GET EMOTIONALLY ATTACMEP TO

AN ANIMAL DESTINED Foi THE
OMNER TRELE, AND Yo' RE AskmG
FoE A BROEKEW HEART.
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MORE OFTEM THRN | LIKED, g FoR THESE BiRDS
| WOULD CBNDVET

A GROowM MEM OR ENEM A
CHICK woulD DIE oF - et A FUMERAL.
MORE MATURAL CAVSES. /fj . G
: I Twis whs NOT CHILD'S PLAY.
| wAS GENUINELY GRIEF-
cTRICKEN, AND THE SERVIKES 8

WERE PAIMSTAKING LY

PRECISE.
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- | woulD GATHER MHICHEVER. OF
pe SISTERS AwD BROTHERS AwD

cousing L coulD.

BT | el oDy DELIVER
A EvLOGY.

MY PAREMTS WOULD whTeH
BEET T
THE NEWEST TINY CoFFiN o1k \D WONDER. WHAT Ki 0D
OF SOM THEY HAD.

THE MENT Row oF SMBLL
pIRT- MouNPEDR GRMNES,




| BEVEM WENT THROUGH
A PER1OD OF

PERFORMING BAPTISMS,

| whS TROLY VWTENT
o ShiikGg THE LTTLE
BIRDS' CoulLs,

| BDN'T Know WHRT o Do,

Ol OME
QCLASION

| whS SHooKED.
ABSOTELY TERRIFIED.
| HAD TAKEN OWE oF MY
IMHOCENT BABIES AND
heTubiy KILLED T,




IN MY PAWIC |\ HOPED SoMEHOW THE SuN's

j .
oy L WEAT MIGHT DRY ITS FEATUERS
- : =, AND MAYBE REVIWE IT,

|NCREDIRLY, VT DID

| WMEVER FELT MORE GQUILT
THAN | DD THAT DAY,




ALL THESE ASPECTS oF MY cdickeN PLAY TwxLED
M PARENTS AT FRST, BuT THEIR AMUSEMENT VAMISHED
As | BEGAN SERICUSLY PROTESTING THER Cwk

TREATMENT oF THE BIRDS,

FROM TIME To TIME, THEY woOULD HANE MO CAsH
To PAM THE RoLLING STOME MAN FoR SoME SoRELY-HEEDED
SUGAR OR FLouR, So TWEY woulD OFFER
A BIRD W BARTER. INSTEAD,

oNE oF MY CHICKENS,




I'D CRY, REFUSE TO
SPEAV. TD THEM FOR
THE REST oF THE DAY.-
EVEM SKAP THAT
EVENING'S MEAL.

WORSE, THouGH, WAS
wATCHIMG MY MOTHER oK FATHEER

KiLL onE OF THE CHICKENS Fok
B SPECIAL SUNPAY DINNWER |

THed Wwouwlle E'THERE BREAK
iTS MNECK. WITH THEIR HANDS

MM IMG 1T ARDUND
uNTIL THE BoMNE
s M APPED

oR SIMPLY CHoP
THE WEAD OFF,
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i wWAS MOWHERE To BE SEEM
AT THeSE FAMILY MEALS.

THEY woulD THER DRAVK

THE BlLoeP FROM /TS BaDY
AMD PP AT W BollinG wATER
SeALDING 1T To LBOSEM ITS
FEKTHERS FoR PLuckini,

SO ou, sbﬁid raisi
chickens because -.-.::.35
4oo hard 4o sel them

be killed ?
THE DEATW oF

I!' |
THOSE CHICKENS WAS *" "q]__ '.“:
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TusT A PART oF LIFE, ,

BuT EVENTuUALLY,

| BEGAM SPEMDING MORE
TIME DOING SCHOOLWORK,
sTubYING, AND MY ENES

BeGAN OPEMNINEG 0 THE
worlD ARouND ME,

"I ™D OXMY. YV
I wiksp'T THE :

guT | WORKED
W TEACHERS
NOTICED.

L | i 1




THE THiNG 1S, THERE WASN'T MucH
OF A civll RIGHTS MOVEMENT wHEW
I FIRST GOT \WWNOWED. | WANTED
To woRk AT SOMETHING, BT ;
GROWMG UP (W RuRAL ta
ALABAMA, WY PARENTS KnEW
T coull BE DANGEROUS TO
FAKE BwY WANES,

OMS CARTER, ONE oF MY
MOTHER'S BROTHERS, ARRANGED

i THE SeMMERE oE 1951
\ -rnim MY F'IP‘-E-FT : THE ToUuRNEY, HE FLANNER

TRAP MORTH. T COMPLETELY FOR

HE LANED W DOTHAN ABOUT
SIXTY MILES SouTH oF us,
WHERE HE whS A TEACUER
AMDE A SCHOOL PRAMCIFAL,




| whAS 50 SERWOUS wERY ERRMEST,
STILL SERMOMIZING wWITH MY
CHICKENS,; STiILL TROTESTING wWHEM
THAT WHITE MEAT WENT oM
THE TABLE,

UMCLE 0TS HAD ALwAYS | weRE A TIE OFTEN A AND

WARE A T SrTEN,
ThpN A SPECIAL INTEREST ) | \ SO M
Tl MEI EEIi"E..:thL'-ul' AL | ! iy . TEASED ME ABOUT MTI
BEGAN TD (GRowW AMND \ — : TELLING ME | DRESSED

STAND OUT A LITTLE BIT-- LIKE A PREACHER.

MNET TUsT WITH MY
DEVOTION To ScHoo| WOKK,,
BuT WITH THE WY
| GENERALLY ACTED.

KNOW NOW THAT UMNCLE oS SAW

. |
" ' = SOMETHING 1M ME THAT | HRDNT YET SEEM.
II { : x> ; l_.. : 4 1 :I.




THERE mLD BE MO RESTAVEANTS FoR us TO
SToP AT uNTIL WE WERE WELL OUT oF THE S0UTH,

£n WE CARRIED ovE
RESTAVRANT RAGHT M
THE CAR WiITH U5,

STofhinGg Foi GAS AND BATHREDSD M

BEEAKS "TOOR CARE Pul. PLARIN G,

UMCLE OTIS HAD MADE THIS TRIP BEFORE, AND HE KNEW wHicH PLACES
s S " ALonG THE wAY OFFERED

AND  WHICH WERE SAFER To TusT PASS oM BY.




KENTUCKY,

THESE WERE THE STATES wE
HAD TO BE chAREFUL M AS WE
MADE ouR WAY NORTH.
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FROM NMORTH TO SouTH,

FACED AM ADDED DANGER,

. THEIR LCEMSE FPLATES MAKIRG
THEM VISIBLE TARGETS.

SoMETIMES THEY HAD
To FACE woRSE ...
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THAT + couLD FEEL
VHCLE OTIS RELAY-=

AND So \ RELAXED, ToO,
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