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Explaining the Project: Concept

Explaining the Project
Concept of Project 04

Surviving the Physical Environment: Project 04

Project Goal

The main goal of this project is for students to understand the physical 
characteristics of locations. Along the way they learn how these characteristics 
are formed or influenced as well as how they affect our perceptions. Students 
also learn about human-environment interaction. 

Main Final Product

At the end of the project, students will complete some form of report 
describing the location they believe would be best to build their post–zombie 
outbreak settlement. The report must describe the physical characteristics of 
the location, including climate and landforms, and must also explain what the 
location’s opportunities and constraints would be. This report is just one part 
of what will inform their decision on where to settle.

Project Options

There are many ways that students could present this information. You may 
want to manage one format for all students or allow students to choose their 
own formats. As long as they meet the content requirements of the rubric, 
they will be showing their understanding of the standards. 

The following are just a few possible ways students could complete this project:

•	 Formal written report

•	 Oral presentation

•	 Poster

•	 Persuasive letter

•	 Video recording

•	 Audio recording

There are many other ways. I find that students can be very engaged when 
choosing their own style every now and then. I also find that when choosing 
a format that the whole class has to do, it is a great opportunity to teach other 
skills. For example, if you require a poster, take the time to teach students 
elements of design and require them to practice that design in their posters. 
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Project 04: Surviving the Physical Environment

Surviving the Physical Environment—Physical Characteristics: Outline

Surviving the Physical Environment— 
Physical Characteristics

Outline of Project 04

Choosing a Location: Project 04

The physical environment is the background to all human activities. 
Understanding the systems that make up our physical environment influences 
the choices we make about where to live, what to build, and what activities to 
take part in.

In a zombie outbreak, the physical environment would continue to influence 
us. We would actually be more open and susceptible to it. This is even more 
reason to understand it.

Final Project Task

Students will create the first part of their Settlement Location Report on best 
locations to build a new settlement based on physical characteristics.

Driving Question

How does our physical environment influence our lives or survival?

Pre-assessment 

Student Learning

1.	 How to analyze physical characteristics.

2.	 Understand how characteristics change or follow patterns.

3.	 How to analyze the interaction between humans and the environment.

4.	 Understand natural hazards and their contributing factors.

Lessons

1.	 Physical Characteristics

2.	 Landform Patterns

3.	 Climate Patterns

4.	 Physical Processes That Change Places

5.	 Earth-Sun Relationship

6.	 Human-Environment Interaction

Teaching Tip
This project helps 

students choose the 
best location based on 

physical characteristics.

Ask
Where is the 
best place to 

build our stronghold?

Teaching Tip
You may choose to 

do all of the lessons, 
and then the project. 

You may also choose to 
launch the project, and 
then use the lessons to 

assist students in the 
completion of their goal.

Handout
•	 Settlement Location 

Report 01

Handout
•	 Choosing a Physical 

Location: Physical 
Characteristics: Pre-
assessment Quiz



Projec t  04:  Sur viving the Physic al  Environment
Physical Characteristics

© 2018 Interact - www.teachinteract.com	 Survival: Zombie-Based Geography - Teacher Guide  7

Ru
br

ic
 fo

r S
et

tle
m

en
t L

oc
at

io
n 

Re
po

rt
 0

1:
 C

ho
os

in
g 

a 
Lo

ca
tio

n

1
2

3
4

Ph
ys

ic
al

 C
ha

ng
e

4.
2.

A
 E

xp
la

in
 th

e 
w

ay
s 

th
at

 p
hy

si
ca

l p
ro

ce
ss

es
 

ch
an

ge
 p

la
ce

s.
 

Lo
ca

tio
n'

s 
ph

ys
ic

al
 

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
tic

s 
ar

e 
no

t e
xp

la
in

ed
. 

Lo
ca

tio
n’

s 
ph

ys
ic

al
 

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
tic

s 
ar

e 
ex

pl
ai

ne
d 

bu
t l

itt
le

 is
 

de
sc

rib
ed

 a
bo

ut
 h

ow
 th

ey
 

m
ay

 c
ha

ng
e.

D
es

cr
ib

es
 lo

ca
tio

n'
s 

ph
ys

ic
al

 c
ha

ra
ct

er
is

tic
s 

an
d 

th
e 

ch
an

ge
s 

th
at

 m
ay

 
oc

cu
r o

ve
r t

im
e.

M
an

y 
as

pe
ct

s 
of

 p
hy

si
ca

l 
ch

ar
ac

te
ris

tic
s 

ar
e 

de
ep

ly
 

in
ve

st
ig

at
ed

. I
nt

eg
ra

te
s 

th
eo

rie
s 

of
 h

ow
 c

ha
ng

es
 m

ay
 

af
fe

ct
 s

et
tle

m
en

t. 

Ph
ys

ic
al

 P
at

te
rn

s
7.1

.A
 Id

en
tif

y 
an

d 
de

sc
rib

e 
pa

tt
er

ns
 

in
 th

e 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t 
th

at
 re

su
lt 

fr
om

 th
e 

in
te

ra
ct

io
n 

of
 E

ar
th

’s 
ph

ys
ic

al
 p

ro
ce

ss
es

.

Pa
tt

er
ns

 a
cr

os
s 

ph
ys

ic
al

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

ts
 a

re
 n

ot
 

id
en

tif
ie

d.

O
nl

y 
a 

si
m

pl
e 

an
d 

ge
ne

ra
l 

pa
tt

er
n 

is
 c

on
ne

ct
ed

 to
 

la
nd

fo
rm

s 
in

 th
is

 lo
ca

tio
n.

 

Re
co

gn
iz

es
 p

at
te

rn
s 

in
 

th
e 

su
rr

ou
nd

in
g 

ph
ys

ic
al

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t.

M
an

y 
ph

ys
ic

al
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
tic

s 
of

 th
e 

lo
ca

tio
n 

ar
e 

ex
pl

ai
ne

d 
in

 th
e 

co
nt

ex
t o

f s
ur

ro
un

di
ng

 
ph

ys
ic

al
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
tic

s.
 

Ph
ys

ic
al

 P
at

te
rn

s
7.1

.B
 A

na
ly

ze
 a

nd
 

ex
pl

ai
n 

pa
tt

er
ns

 o
f 

ph
ys

ic
al

 fe
at

ur
es

 
re

su
lti

ng
 fr

om
 th

e 
in

te
ra

ct
io

ns
 o

f E
ar

th
’s 

ph
ys

ic
al

 p
ro

ce
ss

es
.

D
oe

s 
no

t e
xp

la
in

 h
ow

 
ph

ys
ic

al
 fe

at
ur

es
 o

f t
hi

s 
ar

ea
 w

er
e 

fo
rm

ed
. 

Ex
pl

ai
ns

 th
e 

ba
si

c 
fo

rm
at

io
n 

of
 o

nl
y 

m
in

im
al

 
ph

ys
ic

al
 fe

at
ur

es
. 

Ex
pl

ai
ns

 w
ha

t p
ro

ce
ss

es
 

le
d 

to
 th

is
 e

nv
iro

nm
en

t.
Ex

pl
ai

ns
 in

 d
ep

th
 w

ha
t 

pr
oc

es
se

s 
le

d 
to

 th
is

 
en

vi
ro

nm
en

t i
n 

pa
rt

ic
ul

ar
. 

Su
n-

Ea
rt

h 
7.

2.
A

 E
xp

la
in

 h
ow

 
Ea

rt
h-

Su
n 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
ps

 
dr

iv
e 

 p
hy

si
ca

l 
pr

oc
es

se
s 

an
d 

cr
ea

te
 

an
nu

al
 p

at
te

rn
s 

on
 E

ar
th

.

D
oe

s 
no

t a
cc

ur
at

el
y 

ex
pl

ai
n 

Ea
rt

h-
Su

n 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

p.
 

Ex
pl

ai
ns

 v
er

y 
ba

si
ca

lly
 

ho
w

 th
e 

Su
n 

af
fe

ct
s 

th
is

 lo
ca

tio
n.

 L
im

ite
d 

to
 s

om
ew

ha
t o

bv
io

us
 

ex
am

pl
es

. 

Ex
pl

ai
ns

 h
ow

 th
e 

cl
im

at
e 

of
 th

is
 lo

ca
tio

n 
is

 a
ff

ec
te

d 
by

 E
ar

th
-S

un
 re

la
tio

ns
hi

p.

Cl
ea

rly
 e

xp
la

in
s 

ho
w

 E
ar

th
-

Su
n 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
p 

af
fe

ct
s 

th
is

 
lo

ca
tio

n 
an

d 
pr

ov
id

es
 sp

ec
ifi

c 
ex

am
pl

es
 o

f t
hi

s 
re

la
tio

ns
hi

p.
 

Summative Assessment Rubric



© 2018 Interact - www.teachinteract.com	 Survival: Zombie-Based Geography - Teacher Guide  9

Projec t  04:  Sur viving  the Physic al  EnvironmentH a n d o u t

Project 04: Surviving the Physical Environment

Settlement Location Report 01: Introduction

SETTLEMENT LOCATION REPORT 01
Introduction

Just because it’s the zombie apocalypse, the Earth doesn’t stop affecting the survivors. We survivors 
need to keep dealing with weather, natural hazards, and the constraints of our physical environment. 
Why not find the best place to build a stronghold? This project will help make sure you choose a 
location that will provide all the opportunities you need.

Driving Question

How does our physical environment influence our lives or survival? Or, where is the best place 
to build our stronghold?

What You’ll Produce

A report explaining the best location to build a settlement based on its physical characteristics. Check 
with your teacher to see what options you have for your report.

Your Report Will Include the Following Information:

•	 Location you think would be best to go to build a settlement.

•	 Physical characteristics of your location and its surroundings, including how they were formed 
and how they might change over time.

•	 Description of the climate of your location and how it is affected by the Sun.

•	 Opportunities the physical characteristics of your location provide.

•	 Constraints imposed by the physical characteristics of your location.

•	 Natural hazards you might face in your location and how to avoid them.

•	 Perceptions people have of your location and how the zombie outbreak  
might change that.

It might look like a big report now, but why cut corners when it comes to survival?  
Once you learn what these things are, this report will be no sweat.
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Projec t  04:  Sur viving  the Physic al  Environment H a n d o u t

Choosing a Settlement Location: Physical Characteristics— 
Pre-assessment Quiz

Name: ________________________________________ 	 Date: _ _________________	 Period:________

CHOOSING A SETTLEMENT LOCATION: 
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

Pre-assessment Quiz

Answer the following questions. You will soon learn all about these concepts.

1.	 What are some landforms of Earth?

2.	 How do landforms change over time?

3.	 What are some patterns in landforms on Earth?
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Lesson 1—Physical Characteristics
Understanding Landforms and Climate

This lesson introduces students to the physical  
characteristics of locations. Students will understand 

landforms and climate. They will show their learning by describing 
the landforms and climate of a location.

Lesson 2 will look at the patterns of landforms on Earth.

Materials Needed

•	 Physical Characteristics

•	 Physical Characteristics Exit Ticket

National Geography Standards

8th Grade

7.1.B—Analyze and explain patterns of physical features resulting from 
the interactions of Earth’s physical processes.

12th Grade

7.1.A—Explain the changing relationships among climate, vegetation, 
and landforms; analyze and explain the relationships between physical 
processes and the location of land features.

Learning Objectives

1.	 Define what physical characteristics are.

2.	 Identify basic landforms and climate.

Evidence of Learning

Identify and describe the landforms and climate of a location. 

One class period of instruction

Copy Instructions
Print one of each 
handout for each 

student. 
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