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GEORGE WASHINGTON 

George Washington was not yet a teen­

ager when his father died. George leaned 

on his twenty-five-year-old half-brother, 
Lawrence, for support. Lawrence did all the 

things a father would have done. He taught 

George how to ride horses and feel at 

home in the forest. 

George learned to read and write and 

do arithmetic from a private teacher. He 
didn't spend much time in regular school. 

As a student he often copied rules of 

behavior from books, which helped him 
become a better writer. Following is one 

of the rules as George wrote it in his exer­

cise book: "Keep your fingers clean and 
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when foul wipe them on a Corner of your 

Table Napkin." 

As a teenager, George had his first big 
adventure. He spent about thirty days in 

the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia. One 

night he slept in a rough cabin with only 
a thin blanket to warm him. Worse yet, 

the blanket was filled with lice and fleas. 

Another time George almost burned up 
when the straw he was sleeping on caught 

fire. During his adventure, George swam 

his horse across a river filled with melting 
snow. He paddled his boat forty miles 

through rough waters and he shot wild 

turkeys for food. One day he even came 
face-to-face with a rattlesnake, but it didn't 

bite him. 

His greatest adventure was meeting a 

group of Indian warriors. George was 

thrilled by the sounds of the Native 

American music they played-the drum­
ming on deerskin-covered pots and the 

rattle of gourds filled with small pieces of 

lead. During this mountain adventure 
young George grew into adulthood in 

pioneer America. --
George Washington was born in 1732 

in Virginia. As a young man he was a 

surveyor. He measured the land so people 

would know where their properties began 
and ended. 

When war broke out between the Brit­

ish and French, Washington fought bravely 
for the British. During one battle two horses 
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were shot from under Washington and four 
bullets ripped into his uniform. 

Washington married a young widow, 
Martha Custis. She had two children and 
Washington treated them as his own. The 
young family lived as farmers at Mount 
Vernon. 

When the thirteen American colonies 
wanted their independence, Washington 
was chosen to lead their army. He had 
never led such an army before, but he was 
brave and hardworking. Everyone knew he 
would do his best. 

The Revolutionary War was long and 
difficult. General Washington and his army 
were often cold and hungry. Washington 
shared the hard life of his troops and they 
respected him for that. Lady Washington, as 
his wife was called, joined his camp during 
the winters. She gave as much help as she 
could to the ragged and weary soldiers. 

As the war went on, Washington learned 
how to win battles. He used the forest to 
make surprise attacks on the British. He 
built fine forts to defend his troops. After 
many battles, Washington led his army to 
victory. America became independent. 

After the war Washington hoped to 
return to Mount Vernon and his family. 
But now his country needed him more than 
ever. He was asked to be America's first 
president. 

Washington had to set up the new 
government. He could not look back to see 
what other presidents had done. He was 
doing it all for the first time. In a way, 
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Washington had to invent the new govern­
ment and figure out what the laws really 
meant. As his wife, Martha Washington also 
had to become a model for all the presi­
dential families to come. 

Washington was not the smartest man 
in the government. Jefferson said this about 
him: "He was, indeed, in every sense of the 
words, a wise, a good, and a great man." 
Washington spent a lot of time thinking 
about a problem before he decided. He 
didn't have Jefferson's quick mind. But 
Washington always tried to do the right 
thing. He could have taken a lot of power 
for himself, but he didn't. When asked what 
he wanted to be called, he said simply, 
"Mister President." 

Washington led his new country to find 
its place in the world. That's why he's 
called the "Father of His Country." 

After two terms as president-from 1789 
to 1797-Washington returned to Mount 
Vernon. He could have continued to be 
president, because he was very popular. 
But he felt he had done his job. Now it was 
time for someone else. 

Washington said good-bye to the Ameri­
can people. He told them that they should 
love their country and put the good of 
the country first. He told them not to get 
involved in the problems of foreign 
countries. 

Washington died in 1799. As he grew 
weaker he said softly, " ... let me go off 
quietly. I cannot last long." 
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Name ____________________ _ Date ___________ _ 

Recalling the Facts 

Mister adventure lived against led 

In the list below, find the word that fits in each sentence. Write the word in the blank. 
Exchange papers with a partner to check your answers. 

1. In the Blue Ridge Mountains young Washington had a big ________ 

2. In his first war, Washington fought ________ the French.

3. Washington ________ at Mount Vernon.

4. Washington ________ the army in the Revolutionary War.

5. Washington wanted to be called ________ President.

Individual Activities 

WASHINGTON IN THE W ILDS: DIARY ENTRY 

The text describes Washington's trip to the wilds of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
when he was sixteen. He kept a diary of that trip. Choose one incident from the text 
and write a paragraph about it as Washington might have written in his diary. 

A SOLDIER IN THE REVOLUTION: A SKETCH 

Washington's soldiers were often ragged, but in paintings like John Trumbull's 
Washington and the Hessians and William Mercer's Battle of Princeton, they are in 
colorful uniform. Find a picture that shows soldiers in Washington's army. Make a 
sketch of an individual soldier. 

THE BETSY Ross FLAG AND y OUR FLAG 

Washington fought under the Betsy Ross flag. Working with a partner, design 
your own first American flag. You may use stars and stripes; red, white, and blue; or 
other colors and symbols. Be prepared to explain why you chose those colors and 
symbols. 
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