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CHAPTER THREE

Graphic Organizers for Vocabulary Development

25: Vocabulary Slide

26: Concept or Vocabulary Map I

27: Concept or Vocabulary Map II
28: Concept or Vocabulary Map III
29: Concept or Vocabulary Map IV
30: Word Detective

31: Six-Column Vocabulary Organizer
32: Vocabulary Tree

33: Cyber Vocabulary Detective

A special note on this chapter: As mentioned in Chapter One, all of these
graphic organizers can be used as templates for a vocabulary log or notebook.
These organizers become a student-created vocabulary reference book to
which the students can refer during the course of the school year.
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25 Vocabulary Slide

» Grades 5—12

» Social studies, English, science, health, mathematics

Medium

It is quite likely that most of us were taught vocabulary by being given long Easy Hard
lists of words; we were required to write down the definition for each word
and write a sentence using the vocabulary word. Once we had memorized
these words, they were given on a quiz, usually on a Friday. Today we
know that this is not the most effective way to teach vocabulary. Instead,
vocabulary lessons must be contextual.

Simply put: the more students manipulate and use a new word, the more likely it will become part of their
vocabulary. Vocabulary slides prompt students to use and apply newly encountered words. When students study
fewer words in greater depth, as they do with the vocabulary slide, they are learning how language works. The
sections of the slide require the students to examine the etymology and the part of speech, to find a synonym
and antonym, and to use the word in an original sentence. These applications enable students to connect to and
process the word through several tasks.

Tips for Classroom Implementation W

Nome _ Ellie Mekight VOCABULARY
Dale _ 20-0ct-09 SLIDE
Synonym Antonym
Di;oovragg Fersvade

Vocabulary word

Digvade
Part of speech Sentence using the vocabulary word

Verb

| diggvaded my friend who wanted
‘h)gp‘h}ﬁno beach to no’f‘gp for it
Y

aining,

56 The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers

You can have students create vocabulary slides
from self-identified words in the assigned read-
ing, or you can assign words. You can also use
the vocabulary slides as flash cards that the
students use for review.

The first time that | required eleventh-grade
students in a British literature class to cre-
ate vocabulary slides, the students were a
bit surprised when | asked them to draw pic-
tures of the vocabulary words. What | noticed
was that the students had to internally pro-
cess the vocabulary in order to create visual
representations of the words’ meanings. As a
result, | witnessed greater transference in the
students’ writing and improved ability to rec-
ognize the newly acquired vocabulary words.
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- VOCABULARY
Date SLIDE

Synonym Antonym

—\J

Picture or icon of vocabulary

¢

Vocabulary word

A Y
N M\

Part of speech Sentence using the vocabulary word
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26 Concept or Vocabulary Map |

» Grades 5—12

» Social studies, English, science, health, mathematics

Students often memorize definitions rather than study words or concepts

Medium

Easy Hard

in depth. When students study words from different perspectives, they
are more likely to internalize the new vocabulary. Our understanding
of vocabulary acquisition has evolved. Visualization has become a criti-
cal component of effective vocabulary teaching. This organizer requires

students to visually represent key aspects of a new word or concept.

Tips for Classroom Implementation W

, CONCEPT OR
Name _ Celia Woldt
Date 20-0Oct-09 vo CABU LA RY
MAP |
Important characteristics Wrong or incorrect

. Easy to set on fire
. Damp
- Ignite

Concept or
vocabulary word

W Fammable

Example
. Wood
. Candles
.ol

. Fire starters

characteristics

. Hard to set on fire

. Can't ignite

. Damp wood

. Water
. Leaves
. Steel
. Paper
58 The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers

You or the student selects a word or concept
for the center oval of the organizer. Students
should record key elements of the concept or
word in the upper left corner. In the upper
right corner, the students should record infor-
mation that is incorrectly assigned to the word
or concept. Examples of the word or concept
are recorded in the lower left corner. The
lower right corner is where students can record
examples that are not correct and explain why
these examples are incorrect. The Wrong or
Incorrect Characteristics box and the crossed-
out Examples box are the most challenging and
will need to be modeled for some students.

If you have your own classroom, post the vocab-
ulary maps. They can be arranged in a word
wall format. As you may recall, a word wall is
a systematic organization of vocabulary words.
The large letters of the alphabet are displayed
on a classroom wall, and the vocabulary maps
are posted under the corresponding letters. A
word wall is not a display but a shared learning
tool and a source for information.
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Name

Date

CONCEPT OR

VOCABULARY

MAP |

Important characteristics Wrong or incorrect

characteristics

Concept or
vocabulary word

Example

/M
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27 Concept or Vocabulary Map I

» Grades 5—12 Medium
» Social studies, English, science, health, mathematics
This version is different from Concept or Vocabulary Map | in that it is Easy Hard
more explicit about the placement of information and requires an exact
definition for the vocabulary word or concept.
Tips for Classroom Implementation W

Name __Elle Mekoight CONCEPT OR
Dote _20-0ct-09 VOCABULARY
MAP 1I

What is it?

An enclosed figure
with all straizht
sides.

What is it like? 1, What is it not like?

All §+rai5h‘f' Sides \ / Circles
Enola;od e Word %’1150" ]_) O\/Bk

2-D /

5—17 figyro§
h 4
Examples
T?iang,lo Square Rectan 51”
60 The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers

You or the student selects a word or concept
for the center box of the organizer. In the box
directly above, students should write the dictio-
nary definition of the word or concept. Students
should record key elements of the word or con-
cept in each of the boxes on the upper left side.
In each of the boxes on the upper right side, the
students should record information that is incor-
rectly assigned to the word or concept. Examples
of the word or concept are recorded in the boxes
along the bottom of the page.

The ‘““What is it like?’’ and ‘‘“What is it NOT like?’’
boxes can be particularly challenging. Be sure
to model responses to these or allow students
to work in pairs so that they will have greater
success in completing this activity.
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Name

CONCEPT OR

Date

VOCABULARY

What is it like?

L
L]
|

MAP I

What is it?

Word

1M What is it not like?

|

|
L]
|

A 4
Examples
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28 Concept or Vocabulary Map I

» Grades 5—12 Medium
» Social studies, English, science, health, mathematics
This version of the concept or vocabulary map requires students to include Easy Hard
an illustration or visualization.
Tips for Classroom Implementation W
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Name Lavra Woldt

Date 20-Oct-09

What is it?

CONCEPT OR
VOCABULARY

MAP 111

Definition

Animals with segmented

vodies, antennae, and 6 or more

legs.

Word or concept

Arthropeds

Lobsters

e —
Butterfly

Grasshopper

The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers

lllustration

S%uias‘

e ——
Mice

Clams

You or the student selects a word or concept for
the center box of the organizer. Above the word
or concept box, students should write the defi-
nition in the provided space. They should record
key elements of the concept or word in each of
the boxes on the left side. In each of the boxes
on the right side, the students should record
information that is incorrectly assigned to the
word or concept. They should place a picture or
icon that visualizes the word or concept in the
oval at the bottom.

This organizer is particularly helpful with con-
crete nouns similar to those that you would find
in a science textbook.
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. CONCEPT OR
Date VOCABU LARY
MAP 1l

What is it?

Definition

[ Word or concept ]

L L
L L
| L

ﬁ
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29 Concept or Vocabulary Map IV

» Grades 5—12 Medium
» Social studies, English, science, health, mathematics

This version of the concept or vocabulary map requires a personal connec- Easy Hard
tion with the new vocabulary word or concept.

Tips for Classroom Implementation W

You or the student selects a word or concept for
the center box of the organizer. Above the word

CONCEPT OR or concept box, students should write the defi-
Name _ Celia Weldt nition in the provided space. They should record
Date  __20-0et-09 VOCABULARY key elements of the concept or word in each of
MAP IV the boxes on the left side. In each of the boxes
.. on the right side, the students should record
What is it? . . o .
information that is incorrectly assigned to the
Definition word or concept. In the bottom two boxes,
To be wnwilling. to Spend money students write personal connections and ideas
about where they would encounter the word or
concept. These kinds of personal connections
help students connect to prior knowledge, thus
Word or concept promoting retention into long-term memory.
Thrifty
Examples / \\ Nonexump|es
Ebenezer Swoogp Farig Hilton
A banker A wealthy person
:—vgr;o:":l/:‘hovf A movie ¢tar
| can find this word... This word reminds me of...
in a Chrigtmag Carol by
Charles Dickens my dad
64 The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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Name

CONCEPT OR

Date

VOCABULARY

MAP IV

What is it?

Definition

[ Word or concept

L
L
L

|

|

|

|
|
|

| can find this word...

This word reminds me of...

Graphic Organizers for Vocabulary Development
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30 Word Detective

» Grades 5—12

. | ) ) ) Medium
» Social studies, English, science, health, mathematics
The importance of encouraging students to study words cannot be empha- Easy Hard
sized enough. In this graphic organizer, students are prompted to research
the etymology of words and connect visual images to the words that they
encounter.
Tips for Classroom Implementation w

Name _ Sydney Lawson

Date 20-0Oct-09

WORD
DETECTIVE

7

Sherlock Holmes
—_—J

Context clue #1

Detective Text or quote where the word was originally found

‘Elementary my dear watsen.”!
i iadhlige 4

They are solving a
crime and Sherlock

T

that clues are easy
to come across.

Holmes believes Word

Part of speech

Elementary s Adjective

Context clue #2
To solve a crime &—
you need

4o put together
simple facts.

—

Sentence

The way to solve a crime is
1o use elementary knewledge.

Definition nvolving only the most

\

simple and basic facts.

v

-
Picture or illustration . v
944"

W2

5 A e
3 e ®

2

66 The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers

You or the student selects the vocabulary word
to be recorded in the center box. In the box
above the word box, students record the
location where they discovered their word by
writing a direct quote from the text or the page
number where the vocabulary word or concept
was first encountered. Context clues, which are
hints or text that may indicate the meaning
of the word, are recorded in the two boxes
on the left side. The part of speech is placed
in the oval on the right side. A sentence that
requires students to use the new vocabulary
word or concept is placed in the box at the
lower center of the organizer. Below the sen-
tence box, students write the exact definition
of the word. Finally, an image or illustration
that represents the student’s visualization of
the word or concept is placed in the bottom
space.

You can use these sheets as templates for stu-
dents to compile into their own vocabulary
detective notebook. | particularly like this idea
because students have a written record or his-
tory of their vocabulary journey. Many students
like to look back on the vocabulary that they
have learned so that they can see how many
words they have encountered and learned.
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Name

WORD

Date

DETECTIVE

Detective

Text or quote where the word was originally found

Context clue #1

Context clue #2

< Sentence

Part of speech

Word

—>

¥

Definition

Picture or illustration
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31 Six-Column Vocabulary Organizer

» Grades 5—12 Medium
» Social studies, English, science, health, mathematics

This graphic organizer is a learning log that allows students to catalogue
the etymology of vocabulary words they encounter in their reading.

Easy Hard

Tips for Classroom Implementation W

Students can use this organizer as
a template for a vocabulary learn-

Nome ___ Ellie MeKnight SIX COLUMN ing log. It can be used in classroom
Date 6/16/09 VOCABULARY instruction for students to keep a
Book Tile Michight Son ORGANIZER running record of the vocabulary

that they encounter and learn.

Vocabular, Sentence Picture or icon )
= Y :iz;innmy Part of speech Synonym Antonym that hrepres:nts Of all the vocabul ary graphl C orga-
lefinifion the wor

nizers that | have included in this

Morctonovs — Lacking variety  Adjective Tediovs Exciting. Qf chapter, | probably used this one
, , , 2n5 most frequently. It was especially
Oeesonally At times Advert Sometimes Never | A EEBE helpful for keeping a log or history
neoheront | Withort logic-or | g i Digjinted Rationl g@ of vocabulary words from a partic-
meaning. o> ular unit or chapter.
. g 2=
Unconscious Unaware Aa!)ooﬁvo Avglwp Awake i/
TS
Uncomfortable To lack comfort Azé)'coﬁ‘/c Awkward Calm C“;‘:\:“ﬂ e
Burt To break open Verb To o)(P[odo Assemble
axwudaﬁng. Very painful Pail)'coﬁvo Unbearable Calm _?opw
68 The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers
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32 Vocabulary Tree

» Grades 5—12 Medium
» Social studies, English, science, health, mathematics
This highly visual graphic organizer requires students to specify a root Easy Hard
word and related words, a strategy that supports students in learning and
understanding new vocabulary.
Tips for Classroom Implementation w

Name Natlie Palmert VOCABU LARY
Date 20-Oct-09 TRE E
Octagen Hexagon
Heptagen Pentagen
Decagen Hendecagen
_ Tetradecagon
§
=
&
Root Word
70 The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers

In addition to using this graphic organizer as a
means to show how words can relate to a root
word, | have also used this graphic organizer
for expository writing. The students can use the
main trunk for their thesis and the upper spaces
to list details and evidence to prove the thesis.

| have also used the tree graphic organizer as a
prereading activity. The students will write their
main prediction about the text they are about to
read on the trunk and then use the upper spaces
for details and examples from the text to prove
or disprove their prediction.
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Name
Date

VOCABULARY
TREE

Root Word
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33 Cyber Vocabulary Detective

» Grades 5—12

» Social studies, English, science, health, mathematics

Oftentimes vocabulary words are assigned to students at the beginning

Medium

Easy Hard

of an instructional unit. This organizer prompts the students to find the
assigned words on the Internet and to use this information to determine

the meanings of the assigned vocabulary.

Tips for Classroom Implementation w

CYBER

Name Eeanor Rigby
Date June 29, 2009 VOCABU LARY
DETECTIVE
DIRECTIONS: As you look for your vocabulary words in the assigned Web sites, it is helpful

to use the FIND command. For each of the assigned vocabulary words, write the sentence
from the Web site where you find the word. Guess what the word might mean.

Web Site Name: Yahoo, Finance
Vocabulary word Sentence that includes What might the
vocabulory word vocabulary word mean?
. The global confecti
Conf&ahon&”] marké{f' accounted for 50 billion in All ‘f‘lwoc of oanah]

retail ales last year.

Americans consume 25 Ibs of

Capita candy per capita annvaHrT A prominent part
Abctemious Abstemiovs, positively with the Moderate

average congumption of 16 Ibs.....

The glabal economic downturn may

Di;mﬁonawl have cavsed many congumers o cut You can do what yov

dimﬁonarg ;panding. want with it
Fenetrate Some beetles can penetrate wood. To pierce through
Rececsion Recegsions happen when the stock. When ﬁ'I‘OV& i no
market crashes. 5nwﬁa in the economy
L In ovr school there are very few Fights
Skirmishes skirmiches. 5"
72 The Teacher’s Big Book of Graphic Organizers

Give the students a list of Internet sites that
will assist them in researching the vocabulary.
The students can work in pairs to complete the
organizer.

Here are some sites that | recommend for vocab-
ulary research.

Dictionary.com. This site offers a standard
English language dictionary.

etymonline.com. This site describes the origins
of words rather than supplying a traditional
or straight definition.

Word.com. Sponsored by Merriam-Webster, this
site offers complete information about words.

I am a big fan of this strategy for many reasons.
Effectively using technology in classrooms helps
all kinds of learners. Exploring Web sites to
learn and study vocabulary is engaging because
it is highly visual and resembles what people
do in the ‘‘real world’’ to gather information;
further, many Web sites provide audio support,
which is particularly helpful for English language
learners and students who have speech or lan-
guage needs. The audio-supported Web sites
often provide pronunciations of the words and
have auditory files for definitions and sample
sentences.
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) CYBER
e VOCABULARY
DETECTIVE

DIRECTIONS: As you look for your vocabulary words in the assigned Web sites, it is helpful
to use the FIND command. For each of the assigned vocabulary words, write the sentence
from the Web site where you find the word. Guess what the word might mean.

Web Site Name:

Sentence that includes What might the

vocabulary word

Vocabulary word

vocabulary word mean?

Graphic Organizers for Vocabulary Development 73







<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /Warning
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU (Malloy's general settings for optimal printing.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [684.000 864.000]
>> setpagedevice


