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According to the legend of Romulus and
Remus, Rome was founded in 753 BCE; in actu-
ality, small farming villages probably began to
form along the Tiber River as early as 1000
BCE. When the Etruscan kings occupied the
area in the seventh century BCE, however,
nothing about the settlement indicated that
within a few centuries Rome would become the
capital of the world's greatest civilization.

The ancient city arose on the east bank of the
Tiber, on seven hills: the Palatine, Capitoline,
Quirinal, Viminal, Esquiline, Caelian, and
Aventine. During the Pax Romana-the period
of peaceful empire that Rome enjoyed for
about 200 years from just before the birth of
Christ-the city itself grew and prospered. The
growth can be seen by comparing the location
of the Servian Wall, built about 500 BCE, to
that of the Aurelian Wall, which Emperor
Aurelius completed in 275 CE. 

The city of Rome was best known for its sys-
tem of paved roads; its aqueducts and court-
yard fountains; and its monuments and great
structures such as the Campus Martius, the
Circus (Circle) Maximus, the Forum
Romanum, the Colosseum (the most famous
of Rome's amphitheaters), the Pantheon (a
place of worship), and the Arch of Titus. Most
of these structures were completed during
the Pax Romana.

Roman patricians led lives of great comfort,
refinement, and security in a city of literally
monumental beauty and spaciousness-a
sharp contrast to the narrow byways of
medieval Europe that would emerge after
the fall of Rome.

Critical-Thinking Question:
From the structures shown on the

map, what can we infer about 
the values of the citizens of Rome? 
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After Rome's conquest of Carthage in the
Third Punic War (146 BCE), class struggles
and military misrule led to unrest in the
Roman Republic. Julius Caesar and Pompey
formed the first Triumvirate in 60 BCE, after
the suppression of a slave revolt. Caesar soon
emerged as the undisputed leader, and during
his reign he greatly increased the size of
Roman-controlled territory. After he was
assassinated in 44 BCE, Rome's civil war
intensified.

With the support of the Roman Senate,
Augustus became Rome's first emperor in 27
BCE. He ruled with absolute power from 27 to
14 BCE. During this time, the Empire gained
or secured its hold on most of Asia Minor,
Syria, Egypt, and the coast of North Africa.
The first century of the Common Era saw
Roman rule extend to Britain in the west, to
Dacia in central Europe, and all the way to the
Caspian Sea in the east. In 117 AD, the
Empire stretched from the northern part of
Britain to the Persian Gulf. When Emperor
Hadrian ascended to the monarchy that year,
he ordered that further expansion cease.

The Roman Empire incorporated much of the
culture of Greece, including its artistic and lit-
erary form. It also "Romanized" Greek gods.
(Zeus became Jove, Hermes became Mercury,
etc.). It maintained its power through military
strength and its stability via the Roman sys-
tem of law-which that remains the basis of
law in western cultures today. In architecture
and technology, Rome set a standard not
equaled for centuries to come.

Critical-Thinking Question:
Judging from the map, what forces
seemed to stop Roman expansion? 
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Between the expulsion of the Etruscan king in
509 BCE and the restoration of the Roman
monarchy in 31 BCE, Rome was a republic.
From 509 to 264, Rome expanded through
Italy. From 264 through 146-the era of the
three Punic Wars with Carthage-Rome expand-
ed through the Mediterranean. From 146
through 31 BCE, the Republic dissolved into
Civil War. This map shows details of the
Second Punic War. 

When the First Punic War ended in 241 BCE,
Carthage surrendered Sicily to Rome; a
decade later, Sardinia and Corsica came under
Roman control. Carthage's leaders decided to
concentrate on controlling Spain, planning to
challenge Rome from there. The Second Punic
War began in 218 BCE when Carthage seized
control of Saguntum on the Spanish coast.
The Carthaginian general Hannibal then
invaded Italy. He prevailed over the Roman
general Scipio at Trebia (218) and Lake
Trasimene (217), and, through brilliant tac-
tics, at Cannae (216). Rome was in retreat.

Slowly, however, the tide turned. Hannibal's
supply lines dried up. Then an attack by
Rome on Carthage forced Hannibal to retreat
to defend the city. The Roman invasion of
North Africa led to victory at Utica in 203,
and Scipio decisively defeated Hannibal at
Zama in 202. Carthage had to accept Rome's
peace terms, which included withdrawal from
Spain. Carthage would be destroyed in 146
BCE, at the end of the Third Punic War, but
internal conflicts would soon plague the
Roman Republic.

Critical-Thinking Question:
What challenges did Carthage face in

attacking Rome via a route across
Spain and the Alps? 
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