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Advanced Placement Examination

UNITED STATES HISTORY
SECTION II

(Suggested writing time—40 minutes)
Directions: The following question requires you to construct a coherent essay that
integrates your interpretation of Documents A-I and your knowledge of the period
referred to in the question. High scores will be earned only by essays that both cite key
pieces of evidence from the documents and draw on outside knowledge of the period.
Assess the following quote:
“Ultimately, the Civil War reduced sectional antagonism and made the United States
truly ‘one nation.””

Document A

Source: Abraham Lincoln, First Inaugural Address (1860)
http://www.bartleby.com/124/pres31.html

Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the Southern States that by the
accession of a Republican Administration their property and their peace and personal
security are to be endangered. There has never been any reasonable cause for such
apprehension. Indeed, the most ample evidence to the contrary has all the while existed
and been open to their inspection. It is found in nearly all the published speeches of him
who now addresses you. I do but quote from one of those speeches when I declare that—
I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery in the
States where it exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclination
to do so.

Is there such perfect identity of interests among the States to compose a new union as to
produce harmony only and prevent renewed secession?

In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in mine, is the momentous
issue of civil war. The Government will not assail you. You can have no conflict without
being yourselves the aggressors. You have no oath registered in heaven to destroy the
Government, while I shall have the most solemn one to “preserve, protect, and defend it.”

I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies. Though
passion may have strained it must not break our bonds of affection. The mystic chords of
memory, stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave to every living heart and
hearthstone all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again
touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature.
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Document B

Source: General Beauregard reports the fall of Ft. Sumter (1861)
http://www.bergen.org/civilwar/les6a.html

On the morning of the 13th the action was prosecuted with renewed vigor, and about 7:30
o’clock it was discovered our shells had set fire to the barracks in the fort. Speedily
volumes of smoke indicated an extensive conflagration, and apprehending some terrible
calamity to the garrison, I immediately dispatched an offer of assistance to Major
Anderson which, however, with grateful acknowledgments, he declined. Meanwhile,
being informed about 2 o’clock that a white flag was displayed from Sumter, I dispatched
two of my aides to Major Anderson with terms of evacuation. In recognition of the
gallantry exhibited by the garrison I cheerfully agreed that on surrendering the fort the
commanding officer might salute his flag.

By 8 o’clock the terms of evacuation were definitely accepted. Major Anderson having
expressed a desire to communicate with the United States vessels lying off the harbor,
with a view to arranging for the transportation of his command to some port in the United
States, one of his officers, accompanied by Captain Hartstene and three of my aides, was
permitted to visit the officer in command of the squadron to make provision for that
object. Because of an unavoidable delay the formal transfer of the fort to our possession
did not take place until 4 o’clock in the afternoon of the 14th instant. At that hour, the
place having been evacuated by the United States garrison, our troops occupied it, and the
Confederate flag was hoisted on the ramparts of Sumter with a salute from the various
batteries.

Document C

Source: Report of Maj. Robert Anderson, Union Commander at Ft. Sumter (1861)
http://www.civilwarhome.com/anderson.htm

COLONEL: I have the honor to send herewith dispatches Nos. 99 and 100, written at but
not mailed in Fort Sumter, and to state that I shall, at as early a date as possible, forward a
detailed report of the operations in the harbor of Charleston, S.C., in which my command
bore a part on the 12th and 13th instants, ending with the evacuation of Fort Sumter, and
the withdrawal, with the honors of war, of my garrison on the 14th instant from that
harbor, after having sustained for thirty-four hours the fire from seventeen 10-inch
mortars and from batteries of heavy guns, well placed and well served, by the forces
under the command of Brigadier-General Beauregard. Fort Sumter is left in ruins from
the effect of the shell and shot from his batteries, and officers of his army reported that
our firing had destroyed most of the buildings inside Fort Moultrie. God was pleased to
guard my little force from the shell and shot which were thrown into and against my
work, and to Him are our thanks due that [ am enabled to report that no one was seriously
injured by their fire. I regret that I have to add that, in consequence of some
unaccountable misfortune, one man was killed, two seriously and three slightly wounded
whilst saluting our flag as it was lowered.
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The officers and men of my command acquitted themselves in a manner which entitles
them to the thanks and gratitude of their country, and I feel that I ought not to close this
preliminary report without saying that I think it would be injustice to order them on duty
of any kind for some months, as both officers and men need rest and the recreation of a
garrison life to give them an opportunity to recover from the effects of the hardships of
their three months’ confinement within the walls of Fort Sumter.

Document D

Source: Civil War Memoirs of Union Soldier Daniel Crotty
http://www.geocities.com/1stdragoon/files/soldier crotty.html

Fourth of July, 1862 in Washington, DC

Camp life here is very hard, the weather being very hot, and we drill a great deal. In the
morning at 5 o’clock we are awakened by the reveille; get up and answer the roll-call;
then form for squad drill; then breakfast, after which is company drill; come in and rest
for awhile, and then the whole regiment goes out for batallion drill; next dinner; next
brigade drill; next division drill, and we all think if the fields were only large enough, we
would have a corps and army drill....

Here we have the same routine of camp life as in all other camps—guard mount, guard
duty, picket duty, and fatigue duty. Hundreds are getting sick every day, and if we stay
here in this hot hole much longer there will not be much of the army left fit for service.

After crossing Hatcher’s Run (February 5, 1865), and engaging in a skirmish

The fine weather of the past few days has been interrupted by a cold, drizzling rain. We
lay around here for a few days in great misery, the eyes melted almost out of our heads
with the smoke that stays around from the numerous camp fires that are built to keep us
warm. Oh, what a miserable time, wet to the skin, ragged and dirty, with the scalding
water rolling down our cheeks, caused by the smoke. Surely, this is another blunder,
caused by some one; we can all see that no good will come of this move, but, on the
contrary, it will be the cause of many a brave man being ruined for life from these few
days of hardships. It seems to us that it is the delight of some officers to see the poor
soldier suffer. Oh, who has suffered that the country might be saved? Is it the officer or
the private? In almost every book written on our bloody war the gallant officer so and so
is spoken about, but not a word about the poor privates, who, I contend, put down this
gigantic rebellion, for they have stood the brunt of every battle, and braved the hardships
of the campaigns, and what do they receive in return from the officers for doing the most
trivial offense? They are degraded with punishment not fit for an Indian savage. I will not
class all officers with those mentioned, for our army are blessed with as good men as ever
were born to command, but they are an exception to the general rule. Oh, yes, but it was
the officers that led the men into the battle, but how long would the majority of them stay
after they did go in? A very short time, as thousands of brave soldiers can testify, who
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had to fight the battles that saved the Union, and to them the praise is due of every true
American citizen.

Document E

Source: Life of a Confederate Soldier (in the words of Sam Watkins)
http://www.geocities.com/Istdragoon/files/soldier watkins.html

Reminiscences of Camp Cheatham, 1861:

A private soldier is but an automaton, a machine that works by the command of a good,
bad, or indifferent engineer, and is presumed to know nothing of all these great events.
His business is to load and shoot, stand picket, videt, etc., while the officers sleep, or
perhaps die on the field of battle and glory, and his obituary and epitaph but “one”
remembered among the slain, but to what company, regiment, brigade or corps he
belongs, there is no account; he is soon forgotten.

The Field Hospital in Atlanta

It was the only field hospital that I saw during the whole war, and I have no desire to see
another. Those hollow-eyed and sunken-cheeked sufferers, shot in every conceivable part
of the body; some shrieking, and calling upon their mothers; some laughing the hard,
cackling laugh of the sufferer without hope, and some cursing like troopers, and some
writhing and groaning as their wounds were being bandaged and dressed....

Ah! reader, there is no glory for the private soldier.... The officers have all the glory.
Glory is not for the private soldier, such as die in the hospitals, being eat up with the
deadly gangrene, and being imperfectly waited on. Glory is for generals, colonels,
majors, captains, and lieutenants. They have all the glory, and when the poor private wins
battles by dint of sweat, hard marches, camp and picket duty, fasting and broken bones,
the officers get the glory. The private’s pay was eleven dollars per month, if he got it; the
general’s pay was three hundred dollars per month, and he always got his. I am not
complaining. These things happened sixteen to twenty years ago. Men who never fired a
gun, nor killed a Yankee during the whole war, are today the heroes of the war. Now, |
tell you what I think about it: I think that those of us who fought as private soldiers,
fought as much for glory as the general did, and those of us who stuck it out to the last,
deserve more praise than the general who resigned because some other general was
placed in command over him. A general could resign. That was honorable. A private
could not resign, nor choose his branch of service, and if he deserted, it was death.
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Document F

Source: The Emancipation Proclamation (1863)
http://www.emancipationproclamation.com/

That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the
people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then,
thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the United States,
including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the
freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of
them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom.

That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, designate
the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof, respectively, shall then
be in rebellion against the United States; and the fact that any State, or the people thereof,
shall on that day be, in good faith, represented in the Congress of the United States by
members chosen thereto at elections wherein a majority of the qualified voters of such
State shall have participated, shall, in the absence of strong countervailing testimony, be
deemed conclusive evidence that such State, and the people thereof, are not then in
rebellion against the United States.

Document G

Source: Abraham Lincoln, Gettysburg Address (1863)
http://www.law.ou.edu/hist/getty.html

Fourscore and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new nation,
conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal. Now
we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield of that
war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field as a final resting-place for those
who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that
we should do this. But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate, we cannot consecrate, we
cannot hallow this ground. The brave men, living and dead who struggled here have
consecrated it far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note nor
long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us
the living rather to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here
have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task
remaining before us—that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve
that these dead shall not have died in vain, that this nation under God shall have a new
birth of freedom, and that government of the people, by the people, for the people shall
not perish from the earth.
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Document H

Source: Correspondence from General US Grant to General Robert E. Lee (Appomattox
surrender terms) (1865)
http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/appomatx.htm

General R.E. Lee,

Commanding C.S.A.

APPOMATTOX Ct H., Va.,

April 9,1865,

General; In accordance with the substance of my letter to you of the 8th inst., I propose to
receive the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia on the following terms, to wit:
Rolls of all officers and men to be made in duplicate, one copy to be given to an officer to
be designated by me, the other to be retained by such officer or officers as you may
designate. The officers to give their individual paroles not to take up arms against the
Government of the United States until properly [exchanged], and each company or
regimental commander to sign a like parole for the men of their commands. The arms,
artillery, and public property to be parked, and stacked, and turned over to the officers
appointed by me to receive them. This will not embrace the side-arms of the officers, nor
their private horses or baggage. This done, each officer and man will be allowed to return
to his home, not to be disturbed by the United States authorities so long as they observe
their paroles, and the laws in force where they may reside.

Very respectfully,

U.S. Grant,

Lieutenant-General

Document I

Source: President Andrew Johnson’s Amnesty Proclamation (1865)
http://itw.sewanee.edu/reconstruction/html/docs/andrewj.html

Whereas the President of the United States, on the 8th day of December, A.D. eighteen
hundred and sixty-three, and on the 26 day of March, A.D. eighteen hundred and sixty-
four, did, with the object to suppress the existing rebellion, to induce all persons to return
to their loyalty, and to restore the authority of the United States, issue proclamations
offering amnesty and pardon to certain persons who had directly or by implication
participated in the said rebellion; and whereas many persons who had so engaged in said
rebellion have, since the issuance of said proclamations, failed or neglected to take the
benefits offered thereby; and whereas many persons who have been justly deprived of all
claim to amnesty and pardon thereunder, by reason of their participation directly or by
implication in said rebellion, and continued hostility to the government of the United
States since the date of said proclamation, now desire to apply for and obtain amnesty
and pardon:

To the end, therefore, that the authority of the government of the United States may be
restored, and that peace, order, and freedom may be established, I, ANDREW
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JOHNSON, President of the United States, do proclaim and declare that I hereby grant to
all persons who have, directly or indirectly, participated in the existing rebellion, except
as hereinafter excepted, amnesty and pardon, with restoration of all rights of property,
except as to slaves, and except in cases where legal proceedings, under the laws of the
United States providing for the confiscation of property of persons engaged in rebellion,
have been instituted; but upon the condition, nevertheless, that every such person shall
take and subscribe the following oath, (or affirmation,) and thenceforward keep and
maintain said oath inviolate; and which oath shall be registered for permanent
preservation, and shall be of the tenor and effect following, to wit:

I , do solemnly swear, (or affirm,) in presence of Almighty God, that I
will henceforth faithfully support, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United
States, and the union of the States thereunder; and that [ will, in like manner, abide by,
and faithfully support all laws and proclamations which have been made during the
existing rebellion with reference to the emancipation of slaves. So help me God.
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