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CHAPTER 3

What Brings Changes  
to a Neighborhood?

Compelling Question

Students will learn about the different aspects that 
make up a neighborhood.

Time Frame: 5 Weeks
1	 Students will learn about various natural and man-made 

features of a neighborhood.

2	 They will receive an introduction to the concerns and issues 
of local businesses.

3	 They will learn about the skills needed for various jobs in a 
neighborhood.

4	 Finally, they will learn about the numerous ways a 
neighborhood can change.

5	 Students will complete the chapter review, project, and 
assessment.
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Chapter 3 • Letter Home

Letter Home

Chapter 3

Dear Family,

Our class just started a social studies chapter about neighborhoods! We will discuss how people 

use the land in a neighborhood, what kinds of jobs and businesses are in neighborhoods, and how 

neighborhoods change.

Home and School Connections

This chapter is important not just in our social studies program but also in terms of developing 

critical thinking and decision-making skills. You can help make this chapter relevant for your child in  

many ways:

• Take a walk around the neighborhood and look for evidence of changes. Is there an abandoned 

building? A new building? Businesses closing or opening?  

• Look for old photos of the neighborhood in local businesses and compare what students see 

today to what is in the photograph. 

• Talk about your career and the careers of others. Discuss what skills you need to do your job 

and how you learned those skills.

• Play games that use play money, such as Monopoly Junior or Life. This helps students understand 

something about how money choices are made.

Preparing for the Chapter Project

For chapter 3, students will create a business plan that will benefit their community. This project will 

help them better understand the relationship between businesses and a neighborhood. Here are some 

things you can do to help prepare your child for the project:

• Visit local businesses with your child and talk to the owners about how they serve the community.

• Discuss business advertisements that you see at home or outside.

• Talk about what kinds of things could help make the local community better.

Be sure to connect to the Nystrom Young Citizens page at yc.SocialStudies.com using your child’s user 

name and password. The website has many activities to reinforce what they learn in class. 

Have fun exploring the neighborhood with your child!

Sincerely,
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Chapter 3
Pre-assessment

1.	 Separate students into groups and distribute Community 
Desk Map 3A.

2.	 Use Community Desk Map 3A and divide the map into 
different neighborhoods that include four or six blocks, 
depending on the number of groups.

3.	 Assign each group a neighborhood on the map.

4.	 Ask the groups to use the neighborhood that they’ve been 
assigned to answer the question: “What changes could 
happen to your neighborhood?”

Letter Home
Ask students to share the 
Letter Home with their families.

























Activity Sheet
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Name 	

3h Using Graphs

Make your own graph

With the people in your group, decide how many of you are having hot 

lunch today and how many are having cold lunch. Use a crayon to color 

in the number of boxes for hot and cold lunches.

Today�s Lunch

6

5

4

3

2

1

Hot Lunch Cold Lunch

4 of 4

Number of 

Students




















