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Planet Earth has more ocean water
than land.

What color represents the oceans on
the globe? Which ocean is east of
the United States? Which ocean is
west of the United States?

blue; Atlantic Ocean;
Pacific Ocean

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM3



44

ge
og

ra
ph

y 
ch

al
le

ng
e

L
e
ve

l 
1

Antarctica is a continent covering
the South Pole.

What three oceans lap up against
Antarctica’s shores?

Pacific, Atlantic, Indian Oceans
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Asia is the largest continent on
the Earth.

List the following places in order
from smallest to largest:

Asia; Indiana; Africa; Boston.

Boston, Indiana, Africa, Asia
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Planet Earth has seven continents.

What are the seven continents on
the Earth?

Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia,
Europe, North America, South
America
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The Pacific Ocean is the largest body
of water on Earth.

What are the names of the Earth’s
oceans?

Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, Arctic
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The ocean has deep trenches under
the water on its floor.

Near Guam in the Pacific is the
deepest trench: 36,198 feet
(11,033 meters) below sea level.
What is its name?

Mariana Trench
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Two major sources of ocean pollution
are oil spills and dumping waste
products in the ocean.

What are substances called that cause
pollution?

pollutants
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A glacier is a huge body of ice
covering land.

Glaciers move downhill. What
causes this movement?

gravity
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The United States is part of the
continent of North America.

What two other large countries are
part of North America?

Canada and Mexico
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Forty-eight states of the United
States have other states that border
them.

What two states of the United States
do not have states bordering them?

Alaska and Hawaii
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Alaska is the largest state of the
United States, about one-fifth as
large as the lower 48 states.

Which state is the smallest?

Rhode Island
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Washington, D.C., is the capital of the
United States.

Which ocean is nearest Washington,
D.C.? What does the abbreviation
“D.C.” stand for? Is Washington, D.C.,
a state?

Atlantic Ocean; District of
Columbia; no

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM14
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Australia, although surrounded
by water, is so large it is called
a continent, not an island.

In what hemisphere is Australia
found?

Southern Hemisphere
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There are 31 states and one Federal
District in the country of Mexico.

How does that compare with the
United States?

The United States has 50 states and
the District of Columbia

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM16
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The western border of Mississippi is
the Mississippi River.

What does the word Mississippi
mean?

Great Water or Father of Waters
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A part of the state of Florida extends
into the ocean. It is called the Florida
Keys.

The first underseas park in the
continental United States was John

Pennekamp
Coral Reef
State Park.
Can you find
the park on
a map?

hint: it’s near Key Largo
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The Colorado River flows through
the Grand Canyon.

In which state is Grand Canyon
National Park? Can you find it on
a map?

Arizona (hint: it’s near the northwest
corner)
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A globe represents the Earth as a
round ball.

Is the Earth perfectly round? What are
the distances around the Earth at the
Equator and at the poles?

no; the distance around the Earth at
the equator is about 24,902 miles
(40,075 kilometers); around the poles
it is 24,860 miles (40,008 kilometers)
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The Earth is one of the closest
planets to the sun.

What two planets are closer to the
sun than the Earth is?

Mercury and Venus
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The moon gives off no light of its
own. Instead, it reflects (bounces
back) light rays from the sun.

Is there air or water on the moon?
Could people live there as they do
on the Earth?

no; no
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The highest waterfall on the Earth is
Angel Falls in Venezuela. The water
drops 3,212 feet (979 meters).

On which
continent is
Venezuela
located?
What
countries
border it?

South America; Colombia, Brazil,
Guyana
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The largest concrete dam in the United
States is the Grand Coulee Dam.

Can you find the Grand Coulee Dam on
a map of the United States? What state
is it in? What river is it on?

Washington; the Columbia River
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In 1977 the Trans-Alaska Pipeline was
completed from Prudhoe Bay on the
Arctic Ocean to Valdez, Alaska, on the
North Pacific Ocean.

Trace the pipeline on a map across
Alaska. What does the pipeline carry?

petroleum

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM25
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The Dead Sea has the saltiest water
on Earth. It is so salty that nothing
grows in it, which gave it its name.

What river flows into the Dead Sea?
What countries
surround it?

Jordan River; Israel, Jordan
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The Golden Gate Bridge, which spans
San Francisco Bay, is one of the Earth’s
longest suspension bridges.

If you sailed
out of San
Francisco
Bay under
the bridge,
what ocean
would you
be in?

Pacific Ocean

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM27
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The three largest oceans on the
Earth are the Pacific, Atlantic, and
Indian Oceans.

What is the name of the smallest
ocean?

Arctic Ocean

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM28



2929

geography challenge
L
e
ve

l 1

The Earth’s largest desert is the Sahara.
It is bounded by the North Atlantic
Ocean, the Mediterranean Sea, and the
Red Sea.

What continent is the Sahara on?
Could the Sahara fit into your state?

Africa; no, the Sahara is about the
size of the continental United States
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A landmark of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,
is Sugar Loaf Mountain.

Sugar Loaf Mountain is about 1,300
feet (400 meters) high. Can you find
Rio de Janeiro on a map? Is it in the
north or south of Brazil?

south

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM30
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There is more aluminum in the
Earth’s crust than any other element.

What percentage of the Earth’s crust
is aluminum? What do we use
aluminum for?

8 percent; aluminum foil, braces for
teeth, baseball bats, cars, and much
more!
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Rice is often eaten three times a day
in some Asian countries.

What percentage of the people on
the Earth make rice their main food?
Look at a Food Guide Pyramid. Where
is rice in the pyramid?

about 50 percent; at the base, the
most important food type

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM32
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Mobile is the only seaport in the state
of Alabama.

Ships leaving Mobile enter what body
of water?

Gulf of Mexico
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The two most important canals on
Earth are the Panama and Suez canals.

Panama Canal in Panama, Central
America; Suez Canal in Egypt

In what
countries are
these canals
found?
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Sugarcane is the most important crop
of the state of Hawaii.

What is the second most important
crop? Why are crops important to a
country?

pineapple; they make money for that
country

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM35
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Kansas City, Kansas, and Kansas City,
Missouri, are separated by a state
border.

What are the names of the two
states’ capitals?

Kansas: Topeka; Missouri: Jefferson City

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM36
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Oregon’s Crater Lake, the deepest
lake in the United States (1,932 feet;
589 meters), was formed by a
volcano thousands of years ago.

the lake water fills the crater of the
old volcano; hint: look in the
southwest corner of the state

Why is it
called Crater
Lake? Can
you find it
on a map?

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM37
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Louisiana is the leading producer of
crayfish on the Earth.

What is the name of the crayfish’s
larger relative in the ocean? Can you
think of another name for crayfish?

lobster; crawdads

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM38
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Portland, Maine, is closer to Europe
than any other U.S. port is.

What direction is Europe from
Portland, Maine?

east
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The state of Michigan has shoreline
on four of the five Great Lakes.

What Great Lake does it not touch?

Lake Ontario

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM40
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The northern peninsula of the state of
Michigan is separated by water from
the southern peninsula.

What bridge connects the upper and
lower peninsulas of Michigan?

Mackinac Bridge
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The Mississippi River begins in Lake
Itasca in Minnesota.

Into what body of water does the
Mississippi River finally flow?

Gulf of Mexico

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM42
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The port farthest west on the Great
Lakes is Duluth.

Find the port of Duluth on a map.
What state is it in?

Minnesota
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The seacoast of New Hampshire is
around 18 miles (30 kilometers) long.

The Portsmouth Naval Shipyard was
established in New Hampshire in the
Year 1800. When was the first ship
launched?

1815

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM44



4545

geography challenge
L
e
ve

l 1

The United States Forest Service has
Smokey the Bear as its mascot.

The Smokey Bear Historical State Park
was founded in 1979. In what state is
the park?

New Mexico

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM45
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The largest city in the United States is
New York City, New York.

What is the name of the large statue
that stands in the harbor of New York
City?

the Statue of Liberty
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The Red River makes up the eastern
boundary of North Dakota.

What state is east of North Dakota?

Minnesota
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Millions of cattle crossed Oklahoma
to reach Kansas on the Chisholm Trail
in the 1870s.

What direction from Oklahoma is
Kansas? What about Texas?

north; south

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM48
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South Dakota is bordered by six states.

What are the states that border South
Dakota?

Wyoming, Montana, North Dakota,
Minnesota, Iowa, Nebraska
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The Rio Grande forms the southern
border of Texas.

What country is directly south of
Texas?

Mexico

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM50
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Vermont has fewer people than any
other state east of the Mississippi.

What two states have a lower
population than Vermont?

Alaska, Wyoming
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The first kindergarten in the United
States was formed in Watertown,
Wisconsin, in 1865.

What large city on the shores of Lake
Michigan is east of Watertown?

Milwaukee
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British Columbia is larger than the
states of California, Oregon, and
Washington combined.

What borders British Columbia to
the west?

the Pacific Ocean and Alaska
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Belize is bordered by Mexico,
Guatemala, and the Caribbean Sea.

What is the chief crop of Belize?

sugarcane

geo1(1-60).pm65 1/17/05, 4:45 PM54
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Belmopan became the capital of
Belize in 1970.

The second-longest barrier reef on
Earth lies off the coast of Belize. What
is the longest barrier reef on the Earth?
Where is it?

the Great Barrier Reef; off the
northeast coast of Australia
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Cuba is a large island country
surrounded by 1,600 smaller islands.

How far from the United States is
Cuba?

90 miles (140 kilometers)
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The smallest Central American
country is El Salvador.

What is its capital and the name of
the river that forms its northern
border with Guatemala?

San Salvador; Paz
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“Banana republic” was a term first
used with the country of Honduras.

“Banana republic” refers to countries
that used to be dependent on a
single product, like bananas, for their
livelihood

What is a banana
republic?
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Newfoundland, Canada, is divided in
two parts by the Strait of Belle Isle:
island (Newfoundland) and mainland
(Labrador).

Who were the first Europeans to live
in Newfoundland? When did they
arrive?

Viking explorers are thought to have
been the first Europeans to live in
Newfoundland in A.D. 1000
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The largest province in Canada is
Quebec.

The largest city in Quebec is
Montreal. What language do most
people speak in Montreal?

French
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The Yukon Territory, the Northwest
Territories, and Nunavut make up a
third of Canada’s land.

What is the capital of the Northwest
Territories?

Yellowknife
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Bolivia, a country in South America,
has two capitals.

Find Bolivia on a map or globe. What
are the names of Bolivia’s two capitals?

Sucre and La Paz
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The Amazon rain forest is one of the
world’s largest areas of tropical rain
forest. Most of the forest is located in
Brazil.

What other
countries
share the
Amazon rain
forest?

Bolivia, Peru, Ecuador, Colombia,
Venezuela, Guyana, Suriname, and
French Guiana

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM63
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Many new automobiles built in Brazil
run on a special kind of alcohol.

What is that special alcohol made
from? What is good about this?

sugarcane; won’t use up gas and
creates less pollution
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The country that leads the world in
the production of copper is Chile.

Can you find Chile on a map or
globe? What are some things copper
is used for?

wires, pennies, pots, pans, plumbing,
television sets, motors, jewelry, etc.
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Ecuador is the Earth’s largest producer
of balsa wood.

Balsa wood is very light—you may
have used it to make model airplanes—
but it has several other uses. What does
balsa mean in Spanish?

raft
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Machu Picchu is the site of an ancient
Inca city in southeastern Peru.

What city is southeast of Machu
Picchu? What river flows nearby?

Cuzco; the Urubamba River
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Venezuela is located between
Colombia and Guyana, north of Brazil.

What lake is the Gulf of Venezuela
connected to?

Lake Maracaibo
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Eighty percent of Algeria is desert.

On what continent is Algeria located?
What is the official language of Algeria?

Africa; Arabic
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Angola, on the continent of Africa,
is bordered by the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Zambia,
and Namibia.

The capital, Luanda, is on the
seacoast. What is the name of
the ocean bordering Angola?

Atlantic
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Cape Verde is an African country made
up of ten large and five small islands.

What ocean is Cape Verde in? Off of
what coast of Africa is it located?
About how far is it from the African
continent?

the Atlantic Ocean, about 400 miles
(640 kilometers) off the west coast of
the continent
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Chad, a country on the African
continent, has two official languages:
French and Arabic.

Find Chad on a map or globe. You
will see that Chad is landlocked.
What does this mean?

it has no borders on the sea
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The country of Egypt occupies land
on two continents.

What are
the two
continents?
What country
is across the
Red Sea from
Egypt? What
country borders
Egypt to the south?

Africa and Asia; Saudi Arabia; Sudan
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A peninsula is a long landmass that
stretches from a continent into an
ocean. Florida, in the United States,
is a peninsula.

What countries
are located on the
Iberian Peninsula?
What other
European country
is a peninsula?

Spain and Portugal; Italy
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Ethiopia, the name of a country in
Africa, is a Greek word meaning
sunburned faces.

The Blue Nile in Ethiopia and the
White Nile in Sudan join to create
what river in Egypt?

the Nile River

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM75



7676

ge
og

ra
ph

y 
ch

al
le

ng
e

L
e
ve

l 
1

Some kinds of lemurs, relatives of
monkeys, live only in Madagascar.

Where is Madagascar? Is it on or off
the continent of Africa?

off the southeast coast of Africa; off

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM76
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The African country with the highest
population is Nigeria with
137,253,000 people.

What continental
African country
has the lowest
population?

Djibouti, with 466,900
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Togo is a long, narrow country in
west Africa. Togo means “behind the
sea” in the Ewe language.

What two countries is Togo between?

between Ghana and Benin
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Lake Victoria is the largest lake on the
African continent.

What three countries border Lake
Victoria?

Uganda, Kenya, Tanzania

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM79
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A group of about thirty desert islands
make up the country of Bahrain.

Bahrain’s oil, as well as Saudi
Arabia’s, is refined (purified) on the
island of Sitrah. What is its capital?

Manama

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM80
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China has the Earth’s largest population
with about 1,300,000,000 people.

Beijing is China’s capital. What are the
capitals of Russia,
Canada, the
United States,
and Brazil?

Moscow; Ottawa; Washington, D.C.;
Brasilia

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM81
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Paper was invented in China by
Cai Lun (also spelled Ts’ai Lun).

In what year was paper invented?

A.D. 105

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM82
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Transylvania is a real place! It is a
region in Romania.

Near Brasov in Romania is said to be
where the legend of Dracula began.
Can you find Brasov on a map?

hint: it’s near the middle of
the country

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM83
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Many countries we think of as one
place are actually made up of many
islands.

How many main islands make up
Japan? New Zealand?

four: Honshu, Hokkaido, Shikoku, Kyushu;
and two: North Island, South Island

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM84
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Most women in India prefer to wear
a sari.

What is a sari?

a long piece of cloth draped around
the body as a dress

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM85
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Iran’s official language is Persian, also
called Farsi.

Persian (oriental) rugs are hand-
woven in Iran. What two large
countries border Iran to the west?

Turkey, Iraq

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM86
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Israel was founded in 1948 as a
homeland for Jews from all over
the world.

What sea is east of Israel? What sea
is to the west of Israel?

Dead Sea, Mediterranean Sea

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM87
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Near the eastern seaboard of the
Mediterranean Sea is the country
of Jordan.

What river forms part of Jordan’s
western border?

Jordan River

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM88
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Myanmar is a large country between
India, Bangladesh, and Thailand.

What was the old name of Myanmar?
What was Thailand’s old name?

Burma, Siam

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM89
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The capital of Turkey is Ankara.

Shish kebab, a food delicacy of
Turkey, is prepared on a metal rod
over a fire. What is the rod called?

a skewer

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM90
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Russia has coastlines on the Arctic
Ocean, Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Caspian
Sea, and Pacific Ocean.

Russia is divided into two continents
by what mountain chain?

Ural Mountains

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM91
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Vietnam, on the Asian continent, is an
S-shaped country that borders the Gulf
of Tonkin and the South China Sea.

What is the capital of Vietnam?

Hanoi

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM92
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Some land and water formations can
look like people or objects.

Using a map or globe, can you find a
land formation that looks like a boot?
Can you
find an
angel?

Italy; the Middle Eastern group of
Turkey, Syria, Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia,
Yemen, and Oman looks like an angel
bending forward to the left

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM93
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Mountains cover about 75 percent of
Austria.

What is the name of Austria’s longest
river? What is its total length?

Danube River; 1,777 miles
(2,860 kilometers)

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM94



9595

geography challenge
L
e
ve

l 1

Belgium is a country in northeast
Europe.

What is the name of the country just
west of Belgium across the North Sea?

Great Britain

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM95



9696

ge
og

ra
ph

y 
ch

al
le

ng
e

L
e
ve

l 
1

Much of Bulgaria’s northern border
follows the Danube River.

What mountain chain runs east and
west through Bulgaria?

The Balkans

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM96
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The capital of Denmark is Copenhagen.

What famous statue greets ships
arriving in Copenhagen Harbor?
Who wrote the story that inspired
the building of the statue?

The Little Mermaid; Hans Christian
Andersen

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM97
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From 1949 to 1990 Germany was
two countries: East Germany and
West Germany.

Now they are united. What is
Germany’s capital?

Berlin

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM98
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The people of Hungary are known
for a stew made from beef, paprika,
onions, and potatoes.

What is the stew called?

goulash

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM99
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The largest country in western Europe
is France.

What is the capital of France? What
French words or phrases do you know?

Paris; will vary

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM100
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The United Kingdom is made up of
four countries: England, Northern
Ireland, Scotland, and Wales.

What is the capital of the United
Kingdom and where is it located?

London; England

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM101
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Scotland is located on the north end
of the island of Great Britain.

What is the name of the capital of
Scotland and what is its largest city?

Edinburgh; Glasgow

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM102
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Bays in Scotland are called firths.

What are lakes called in Scotland?
Where is Loch Ness? What is the
closest firth to Loch Ness?

lochs; northeast Scotland; Moray firth

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM103
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Ireland lies west of Great Britain.

Why is Ireland called the Emerald Isle?

the countryside is a brilliant green

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM104
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The capital and largest city in Italy is
Rome.

What is Rome often called? Can you
think of some proverbs that feature
Rome?

The Eternal City; a couple are: All
roads lead to Rome; and When in
Rome, do as the Romans do

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM105
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Portugal ruled Brazil in South
America from 1500 to 1822.

What is the official language of Brazil
now? Where is Portugal?

Portuguese; in Europe, west of Spain
on the Iberian Peninsula

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM106
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Spain has two major land borders:
France and Portugal.

What two large bodies of water touch
Spain’s shores?

Atlantic Ocean and
Mediterranean Sea

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM107
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Sweden is tucked between its
neighbors Norway and Finland in
northern Europe.

What is the capital of Sweden?

Stockholm

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM108
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About 33 percent of the Earth’s land
is used for growing food.

What do about half of the people on
the Earth do for a living?

farm

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM109
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answers may include: birds, whales,
seals, penguins; no, penguins do not,
while polar bears and walruses live
only in the Arctic

Animals live on every continent
on the Earth.

Name some
animals that
live in Antarctica.
Do all of these
animals also live
above the Arctic
Circle? What
are some
differences?

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM110
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Enveloping the Earth is a combination
of gases we call air.

What do we call the layer of air that
circles the Earth?

the atmosphere

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM111
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Four animals found in Australia are
kangaroos, koalas, platypuses, and
wombats.

What is a
marsupial?
which of these
Australian
animals are
marsupials?
What animals
are found
where you live?

a mammal with a pouch in which it
carries young; all but the platypus are
marsupials; will vary

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM112
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The sperm whale can hold its breath
for two hours under water. How many
minutes is that?

How long can you hold your breath?
Can you hold it for a whole minute?

120 minutes; will vary

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM113
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The Bering Strait is thought to be the
place where Native Americans first
crossed from Asia into the Americas.

What two countries does the Bering
Strait divide today?

Russia and the United States

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM114
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The explorers Lewis and Clark hired
a French-Canadian trader and his
Shoshone wife, Sacagawea, as
interpreters on their exploration of
the Northwest.

At which ocean did the group finally
arrive?

Pacific Ocean

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM115
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A long time ago, Europeans believed
that there were seven seas: the Arctic,
Antarctic, North Atlantic, South
Atlantic, North Pacific, South Pacific,
and Indian.

Can you
name three
seas they
left out of
their list?

answers may include: Caribbean,
Mediterranean, Arabian, Barents, East
and South China, Tasman, Bering,
Beaufort, etc.

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM116
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Ancient European people also
thought there were seven most
remarkable structures in the world.

What were
the Seven
Wonders of
the Ancient
World?

the Egyptian pyramids, the Mausoleum
at Halicarnassus, the Temple of Artemis
at Ephesus, the Hanging Gardens of
Babylon, the Colossus of Rhodes, the
Statue of Zeus at Olympia, and the
Lighthouse at Alexandria

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM117
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Venice, Italy, does not have streets or
highways. It has canals.

People must either walk in alleyways
or ride in gondolas or motorboats.
What are the narrow alleyways called?

calli

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM118
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The official language of Egypt is
Arabic.

What is the capital of Egypt? What
continent is it on? What canal is east
of Egypt’s capital?

Cairo; Africa; the Suez Canal

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM119
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Mali, in western Africa, is a large
country with no coastal border.

What is the capital of Mali? What
famous African city is in this country?
What important river runs through
Mali?

Bamako; Timbuktu; the Niger River

geo1(61-120).pm65 1/17/05, 4:35 PM120
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Lebanon lies at the edge of the
eastern Mediterranean Sea.

Can you find it on a map? What
countries border it? What is its
capital?

Syria and Israel; Beirut

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM121
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The Baltic states are Latvia, Estonia,
and Lithuania.

What common body of water do they
share?

Baltic Sea

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM122
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Capitals of states are often marked
with stars on maps.

What are the capitals of the states at
the four corners of the continental
United States? What two states and
their capitals are
outside the
continental
United States?

Augusta, Maine; Tallahassee, Florida;
Sacramento, California; Olympia,
Washington; Juneau, Alaska;
Honolulu, Hawaii

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM123
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The largest ocean on the Earth is the
Pacific Ocean.

How many square miles of water are
contained in the Pacific Ocean? What

is the name of
the ocean nearest
to where you live?

the Pacific Ocean covers 64,000,000
square miles (165,760,000 square
kilometers)

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM124
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The distance around the Earth
at the equator is 24,902 miles
(40,076 kilometers).

Which direction is the equator from
where you live? Where could you find
snow at the equator?

the mountains at Quito, Ecuador

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM125
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The Prime Meridian is an imaginary
line circling the earth from north to
south at 0° longitude.

The Prime Meridian and equator cross
in which ocean near which continent?

Atlantic Ocean; Africa

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM126



127127

geography challenge
L
e
ve

l 1

The two longest rivers in the world are
the Nile and the Amazon.

On which
continent
is each
located?
About how
long is each
river?

the Nile River is in Africa (about 4,145
miles; 6,697 kilometers) and the
Amazon River is in South America
(about 4,000 miles; 6,437 kilometers).
Authorities differ on their lengths.

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM127
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The crust of the Earth we live on
varies from 5 to 25 miles (8 to 40
kilometers) thick.

Under the crust is a layer of rock we
call the “mantle.” About how thick is
the mantle?

about 1,800 miles (2,900 kilometers)

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM128
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The state of Hawaii, formed by
volcanoes, has 132 islands that make
up the state.

Which island
has the
highest
population?

Oahu

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM129
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Old Faithful, a geyser in Yellowstone
National Park, blows out steam
approximately once every 74 minutes.

How high does the steam erupt?

100 feet (30 meters) to 180 feet
(54.9 meters)

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM130
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The Galapagos Islands, formed by
volcanoes, are 640 miles (1,046
kilometers) off the coast of Ecuador.

Find these islands on a globe or map.
What ocean are they in?

Pacific Ocean

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM131
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Molten rock flows up through the
Earth when a volcano erupts, often
forming a crater-topped cone.

Some crater-topped cones are Mauna
Loa in Hawaii, Mt. Fuji in Japan, and

Mt. Kilimanjaro
in Africa. Which
one is largest?

Mauna Loa, Hawaii; 30,000 feet
(9,100 meters) from floor of ocean,
60 miles wide (97 kilometers) at base

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM132
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Lake Titicaca is 12,507 feet
(3,812 meters) above the South
Pacific Ocean.

What two borders do the waters of
Lake Titicaca touch? Can you find it
on a map of South America?

Peru, Bolivia

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM133
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Lake Erie is the southernmost lake of
the Great Lakes.

What are the names of the five Great
Lakes shared by the United States
and Canada?

Huron, Ontario, Michigan, Erie,
Superior; use the mnemonic device
HOMES to remember the names of
the Great Lakes

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM134
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Chile is 2,650 miles (4,265 kilometers)
long and 265 miles (427 kilometers)
wide at its widest point.

What three countries border it to the
north and east?

Peru (north) and Bolivia and
Argentina (east)

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM135
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Speleothems form in caves from
dripping water that contains minerals.
Two kinds of speleothems are
stalactites and stalagmites.

What is the difference between a
stalactite and a stalagmite?

stalactites hang from a cave’s ceiling,
stalagmites rise from the floor of a cave

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM136



137137

geography challenge
L
e
ve

l 1

Icebergs drop off the island of
Greenland. The ice on Greenland
averages 5,000 feet (1,500 meters)
thick.

How many feet
are in a mile?
About how many
miles thick is the
ice in Greenland?

5,280 feet; a little under one mile thick

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM137
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Glacier National Park in northern
Montana has more than 50 glaciers.

Find Glacier National Park on a map.
What country is across from its
northern boundary?

Canada

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM138
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The coastline of Alaska is longer than
the coastlines of all the lower 48
states combined: 6,640 miles
(10,686 kilometers).

Alaska is the
largest state
of the United
States. What
state is second
largest?

Texas

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM139
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The Mexican states of Baja California
Norte and Baja California Sur are on
a peninsula parallel to Mexico on its
west side.

What body of water does the
peninsula enclose? What do baja,

norte, and
sur mean
in Spanish?

Gulf of California (also called Sea
of Cortez; low(er), north, and south

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM140
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One of the Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World was the Hanging
Gardens of Babylon, built by King
Nebuchadnezzar II, near Baghdad.

Find Baghdad
on a map.
What country
is it in?

Iraq

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM141
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A million Muslims go to the city of
Mecca to worship each year. Only
Muslims can enter Mecca.

What is the name of  the prophet
born in Mecca?

Muhammad

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM142
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King David established Jerusalem as
the capital of the tribes of Israel
around 1000 B.C.

What three major religious groups
consider Jerusalem a holy city?

Christians, Jews, Muslims

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM143
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The largest manmade lake in the
United States is the reservoir behind
Hoover Dam in Nevada.

What is the name of this lake?

Lake Mead

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM144
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The smallest ocean on the Earth is
the Arctic Ocean.

What continents does the Arctic
Ocean touch?

Europe, Asia, North America

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM145
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The Suez Canal shortened the
distance ships had to travel from
Asia to England by 6,000 miles
(9,700 kilometers).

Why do you think this was important?

ships did not have to sail around the
tip of Africa, this represents a great
time and cost savings for merchants

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM146
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Mediterranean comes from two Latin
words: medius for middle and terra
for land—in the middle of land.

Look at a map of the Mediterranean
Sea. Which three continents is it
between?

Europe, Asia, and Africa

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM147
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The smallest independent country
on the Earth is Vatican City (also
called Vatican City State).

Vatican City is the center for what
religious group?

the Roman Catholic Church

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM148
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Hudson Bay, in northern Canada, is
three times as large as all the Great
Lakes put together. Hudson Bay is
named for Henry Hudson who sailed
into the bay in 1610.

In what state in the United States is
the Hudson River located?

New York

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM149
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The Aswan High Dam controls the
water flowing in the Nile River.

The water held back by the dam has
created a lake. What is the name of
the lake?

Lake Nasser

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM150
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The highest suspension bridge on the
Earth (1,053 feet, 321 meters) crosses
the Royal Gorge through which the
Arkansas River flows.

Through
what states
does the
Arkansas
River flow?

Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma,
Arkansas

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM151
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Pikes Peak, while not the tallest in the
Rocky Mountains, is the most famous.

Pikes Peak is west of what city in
Colorado?

Colorado Springs

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM152



153153

geography challenge
L
e
ve

l 1

The Kentucky Derby is an annual
horse race run on the first Saturday
of May.

What is the name of the racetrack
where the Kentucky Derby is run?

Churchill Downs

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM153
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The first reusable spacecraft took off
from Cape Canaveral, Florida, in 1981.

On what coast is Cape Canaveral
located in Florida?

east coast, Atlantic Ocean side

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM154
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Cajuns came from Acadia in Canada
and settled in southern Louisiana.

What dialect do many Cajuns still
speak?

French dialect

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM155
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Annapolis, Maryland, is the state
capital of Maryland and the location
of the United States Naval Academy.

What body of
water divides
Maryland into
two parts?

Chesapeake Bay

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM156
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The northern border of Minnesota is
part of the southern border of Canada.

What two Canadian provinces border
Minnesota to the north? Which country
is nearest to where you live, Canada
or Mexico?

Ontario, Manitoba; will vary

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM157
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The fourth largest state in the United
States is Montana.

What three states are larger than
Montana?

Alaska, Texas, California

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM158
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Texas leads in the production of oil
in the United States.

Oil was first discovered
near Nacogdoches,
Texas, in 1866.
Find Nacogdoches
on a map. What
two reservoirs
is it near?

Sam Rayburn Reservoir and Toledo
Bend Reservoir

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM159
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Where Virginia, Kentucky, and
Tennessee meet is a pass called
the Cumberland Gap.

Through what mountain chain
does the Cumberland Gap go?

Appalachian Mountains

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM160
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Costa Rica is bordered on its north by
Nicaragua and its south by Panama.

Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean

What bodies
of water are
to its east
and west?

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM161
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The Dominican Republic shares the
island of Hispaniola with Haiti.

On what side of the island is the
Dominican Republic?

east

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM162
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Guatemala has the largest population
of any Central American country:
approximately 14,281,000 people.

What are the names of the countries
and bodies of water bordering
Guatemala?

Mexico, Belize, Honduras, El Salvador,
the Caribbean Sea and Pacific Ocean

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM163
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Jamaica is the third largest island in
the West Indies.

What islands in the West Indies are
larger?

Cuba and Hispaniola

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM164
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The Panama Canal cuts through an
isthmus in Central America. Can you
find it on a map?

What is an isthmus? What two
continents are on either side of
the Isthmus of Panama?

a strip of land connecting two large land-
masses; North and South America

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM165
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Trinidad and Tobago are two islands
that make up one country in the
Caribbean Sea.

What is the
capital of
Trinidad and
Tobago?

Port-of-Spain

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM166
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The Andes Mountains run between
Chile and Argentina. The tallest
mountain in the Western Hemisphere
is Aconcagua, in the Andes.

Aconcagua is 22,831 feet (6,959
meters) high. About how many miles
high is that?

about four miles

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM167
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Canada is the second largest country
on the Earth. Its border with the
United States is the Earth’s longest
undefended border.

What is the largest country on the
Earth? What is the third largest country?

Russia; United States

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM168
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The world’s longest international
suspension bridge is 1,850 feet
(564 meters) long.

The Earth’s tallest free-standing tower
is 1,815 feet (553 meters) tall. If the
tower were laid
beside the
bridge, which
would be
longer?

the bridge by 35 feet (11 meters)

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM169
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The major river in Quebec is the St.
Lawrence.

How long is the St. Lawrence River?

2,280 miles (3,669 kilometers)

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM170
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The farms in the province of
Saskatchewan produce about
one-half of Canada’s wheat.

What states, provinces, and territories
border Saskatchewan?

Montana and North Dakota, Alberta
and Manitoba, Northwest Territories

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM171
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Bolivia is one of two countries in
South America with no seacoast.

What other country in South America
has no seacoast? Does your state or
province have any borders on the sea?

Paraguay; will vary

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM172
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Bolivia’s farmers are called campesinos.

What are the neighborhoods called
where working-class Bolivians live?

barrios

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM173
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Cape Horn is at the southern tip of
South America.

What country is Cape Horn part of?
What is the name of the cape at the
southern tip of Africa?

Chile; Cape of Good Hope

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM174
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Colombia’s capital and largest city
is Bogatá.

Bogatá is situated in a high
mountain chain. What
is this mountain
chain called?

Andes Mountains

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM175
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The country of Ecuador gets its name
from the Spanish word for equator.

Find on a map or globe where the
equator passes through Ecuador.
Which major Ecuadoran city is close
to the equator?

Quito

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM176
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Georgetown is the capital of Guyana
in South America.

What countries border Guyana? What
is the official language of Guyana?

Venezuela, Brazil, Suriname; English

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM177
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The country of Paraguay in South
America is divided by the Paraguay
River.

In what direction does the Paraguay
River flow?

south

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM178
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There are more Indians living in Peru
than in any other country in either
North or South America.

What body of water and countries
border Peru? From what major
South American
civilizations are
the Peruvian
Indians
descended?

Pacific Ocean, Ecuador, Colombia,
Brazil, Bolivia, Chile; among others,
the Incas, the Moche, the Nazca, and
the Paracas

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM179
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Many of Venezuela’s oil wells are
under a single lake.

What is the name of that lake? In
what part of the country is it located?

Lake Maracaibo; northwest corner

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM180
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The expressway interchange in Caracas,
Venezuela, is called the araña.

What does araña mean in Spanish?
Why do you think
a highway
interchange
might have
this name?

spider; the many roads coming
together resemble the spider’s
eight legs

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM181
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its many white buildings

Algiers is the capital of Algeria on the
continent of Africa.

Find pictures of Algiers in a book or
on the Internet. How do you think
that Algiers got its nickname, “Algiers
the White”?

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM182
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The Earth is a planet that revolves
around the sun.

How many planets revolve around
our sun? What are their names?

9; Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter,
Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM183
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The building where Congress writes
United States laws is called the Capitol.

What are the three branches of
government of the United States?

legislative, judicial, and executive

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM184
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The islands called the Bahamas are
east of Florida and north of Cuba.

What is the leading industry in the
Bahamas?

tourism

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM185
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The sun is a star. To go from one
side of the sun through its center to
the other side, you would travel
865,000 miles (1,392,000 kilometers).

About how far is the sun from the
Earth?

about 93 million miles
(150 million kilometers)

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM186
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The tallest building in Washington,
D.C., is the Washington Monument.
It is over 555 feet (169 meters) high.

It is a white marble obelisk. What is
an obelisk?

a tapering pillar

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM187
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The oldest University in the United
States, Harvard, was founded in
Massachusetts in 1636.

The 35th President of
the United States
graduated from
Harvard. What
was his name?

John F. Kennedy

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM188



189189

geography challenge
L
e
ve

l 1

The first American to travel in space
was Alan B. Shepard, Jr.

Who was the first person in space?
Where was he or she from?

Yuri Gagarin; Russia

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM189
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The Great Wall of China is 4,000 miles
(6,400 kilometers) long.

How many years did it take to build
the Great Wall of China?

2,000 years

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM190



191191

geography challenge
L
e
ve

l 1

Monks in the Alps of Switzerland in
the 1600s bred and raised dogs that
rescued travelers who got lost in
mountain passes.

What is the name of the monastery
where monks developed that breed
of dog?

St. Bernard
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The northeast corner of the state of
Illinois borders Lake Michigan.

What city covers a large portion of
that border? What is its nickname?

Chicago; the Windy City

geo1(121-192).pm65 1/17/05, 4:36 PM192




