























From Everyday Life: Coloniat Tirmes, published by Good Year Bocks. © 1997 Watter A Hazen.

CHAPTER 10

Relations with the American Indians

he carly colonists and the American

Indians who lived along the Atlantic

seaboard got along well at first—especially
in New England. But whether in New England or
Jamestown, the English settlers would have starved
to death without the help of the Indians.

As was stated in Chapter 4, the Indians taught
the colonists how to grow corn, which became a
staple food. In addition, they showed the
newcomers how to tap maple trees and boil the sap
into maple sugar, as well as how to snare fish and
trap wild animals.

However, relations with the Indians around
Jamestown were shaky at best. The colony might
have perished if not for the leadership of Captain
John Smith. Smith maintained an uneasy peace
with the Indians by befriending their chief,
Powhatan. Powhatan’s daughter, Pocahontas, later
married one of the Jamestown settlers, John Rolfe,
in 1614.

Powhatan was succeeded as chief by his
brother Opechancanough. Opechancanough hated the “English” (scttlers)
and planned to drive them back into the ocean. In 1622 he attacked the
settlement and killed over 300 of the English. Had he continued the fight, the
colony might have been destroyed. But he waited twenty-two years before
attacking again in 1644. By that time, Jamestown was firmly established, and,
although more than 500 settlers were killed, the Indians were defeated and
forced to retreat into the wilderness. Opechancanough himself was captured
and shot. Jamestown survived, and there were no major problems with the
Indians in Virginia afterwards.

Both the Pilgrims and the Wampanoag Indians who lived around
Plymouth held strange ideas about each other. The Wampanoags wondered
why the white man had braved such a terrible occan to come to their shore.
Many reasoned it was because he had burned all the firewood in his country
and was looking for a new supply. And thosc English ships! What kind of tree
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Everyday Life: Colonial Times

was used to make them? Whatever it was, it had to be gigantic, for the Indians
believed that each ship was hollowed out from a single tree!

The Pilgrims at first did not believe the Indians to be a different race.
They thought Indians had white skin that had turned bronze from the sun
and all the dye they applied to their bodies. Some even believed the Indians
were actually Jews who were

The Pilgrims,
along with their
Wampanoag
Indian friends,
celebrate a
bountiful harvest
in 1607, What

was America's
first Thanksgiving
celebration
lasted for three
days.

descendants of the ten lost tribes
of Israel.

At first, the Pilgrims did not
see American Indians as hostile or
threatening. Instead, they viewed
them as curiosities and as possible
converts to Christianity. Although
relations were good from the
start, a number of things about
the Indians irked the Plymouth
settlers. Not only did many of
them enjoy drinking and
gambling a little too much, but
the Indians’ manner of dress
bothered the Pilgrim fathers. As
stated in Chapter 3, the Pilgrims
covered their bodies from head to
toe, with very little skin showing.
The Indians, on the other hand,
wore loincloths in both summer and winter. Furthermore, the men greased
their bodies with animal fat or fish oil to help keep them warm in winter and
keep the mosquitoes from biting them in summer. It didn’t bother them in
the least that their appearance irritated the Pilgrims. In fact, there were
manners of the Pilgrims that bothered the Indians. For example, they thought
beards worn by the English were repulsive.

Despite their differences, the Pilgrims and the Wampanoags got along
well. Massasoit, the head Wampanoag chief, remained a true friend to the
Pilgrims throughout his life. So did lesser chiefs like Squanto and Samoset. All
three had experienced carly contact with the English. Squanto and Samoset
spoke English quite well.
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With the help of Squanto and others,
the Plymouth colony survived the first
harsh winter. Spring arrived and crops were
planted. Then came fall and a bountitul
harvest. The Pilgrims had an abundant
supply of corn and wheat, as well as deer,
wild turkeys, and seatood. They decided to
celebrate and thank God for their good
fortune. Chief Massasoit and ninety of his
men were invited to a feast. The Indians themselves brought five deer to add
to the already huge amount of food. This was the first Thanksgiving, and the
cclebration lasted for three days. Games were played, and the Wampanoags
and Pilgrims hunted together. The Indians left as friends and remained so for
the next fifty years.

Not all the Indians of New England were as friendly. The Pequots of
Connecticut felt squeezed between the English to the north and the Dutch
moving up from the south. In 1637 they fought a brief war to drive out the
Europeans. They failed, and the entire Pequot tribe was destroyed.

To protect themselves against Indian attacks, the colonists built
blockhouses. A blockhouse was a two-story fort built of logs. Holes were cut
in the walls through which muskets could be fired at attackers. Blockhouses
saved many lives during Indian and colonist confrontations, offering refuge to
people from nearby settlements and tarms. Colonists who did not live in the
vicinity of a blockhouse managed as best they could. Many houses had secret
closets in which women and children hid during Indian attacks.

In 1660, Chief Massasoit of the Wampanoags died. He was succeeded by
his son Metacomet, whom the English called King Philip. For several years,
Philip honored the treaty his father had made with the Pilgrims. But he knew
that war with the white man was inevitable. As cach year passed, the colonists
grabbed more and more of the Indians’ land. Soon there would be no land
left on which they could hunt or fish.

What was called King Philip’s War broke out in 1675. Many of the New
England tribes united under Philip to wipe out the Europeans. It was a very
bloody war. Both sides committed terrible atrocities against men, women, and
children. No fewer than twelve towns were destroyed and 2,000 colonists

killed. Indian losses were much g Breatcr King Philip himself was shot and killed

and his wife and son were sold into slavery in the West Indies.
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in times of

confrontation
with the
Indians, early
colonists
withdrew
inside of
blockhouses
for protection.
Blockhouses
were located
near the
centers of
settlements to
enable
everyone to
reach them
quickly.
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Everyday Life: Colonial Times

But American Indian losses could not be measured in lives and property
alone. The Indians lost something far more important: freedom. Although
occasional attacks and massacres continued throughout the colonial period,
never again would the Indians roam free throughout the New England
wilderness.

Sometimes students of history fall into the habit of calling attacks by
Indians “massacres™ and those by whites “wars.” Such labels are unfair to
American Indians and do not tell the true story. To be sure, Indians were
guilty of horrible massacres; but so were the colonists. Often, atrocities
committed by one side led the other to seek revenge in a like manner.
Sometimes massacres resulted from a single act of violence on the part of a
lone Indian or white settler. At other times, a simple insult might be enough
to spark an uprising or a war.

Relations between Indians and colonists were much better in other parts
ot the colonies. In Pennsylvania and Rhode Island, there were few problems
between the races. Settlers in those

colonies treated the Indians well and
paid them a fair price for their land. It is
said that not a single Quaker was killed
in Pennsylvania during the lifetime of
William Penn, who founded the colony.
In Maryland, no problems arose, because
the English who settled there chose land
that the Indians had given up as unfit for
habitation.

Many American Indians paid a high
price for their friendly contact with the

Diseases
introduced by
white settlers
decimated the
Indian
population of
America.
Entire tribes
were virtually
wiped out by
smallpox.
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settlers—their lives. The settlers exposed
the Indians to diseases such as smallpox and measles that they had no natural
immunity to. Some estimates are that within the first 100 years, 90 percent of
the American Indian population died as a result of contact with the settlers.

In summary, problems between the Indians and colonists resulted from
cultural differences and the settlers’ hunger for land. It was only when the
Indians felt threatened that they grew hostile. They saw their territory
dwindling, their people being killed by European diseases, and their whole
way of life in jeopardy. Matters finally reached the point where they had to
fight to protect their very existence.
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Everyday Life: Colonial Times

Life on the Frontier

he frontier is where the developed part of a country ends and the
wild, untamed part begins. America’s first fronticr began at the
foothills of the Appalachian Mountains. These castern mountains

extend southwest from Canada to central Alabama. Later, as our nation grew,
the frontier moved west to the Mississippi River and then on to the Rocky
Mountains.

Most early colonists were
content to settle along the Atlantic
seaboard. There was plenty of land
available, and there was safety in
numbers. But as time passed, new
arrivals found less land for their
taking. Those who desired a few
acres on which to farm were forced
to settle farther inland. There were
also hardy souls who valued their
privacy and preferred to live apart
from others. Daniel Boone, who
grew up near the end of the colonial
period, was one such person. Legend
tells us that when he could see the

Pioneers  smoke from the chimney of his
moving west. nearest neighbor, he declared it was time to move on.
fgfjgésm The first order of business on the frontier was to build some kind of
groups for shelter. Lean-tos and dugouts were used until a permanent cabin could be
g:g::?o“ built of logs. As discussed in Chapter 2, the log cabin was not an American
woodcut of creation. It was brought to these shores by the Swedes and Germans who
1874. established the first frontier in parts of Delaware, New Jersey, and
Pennsylvania. In time it became synonymous with the frontier and later the
West.

Once a site was selected for a cabin, the first task was to cut down cnough
trees for its construction. All limbs and branches were removed, and logs were
cut to lengths of 16 to 18 feet. The logs were notched at each end so they
would fit together to make walls. Any gaps between logs were chinked, or
filled with mud or clay. Windows and a door were sawn out once the walls

From Everyday Life: Coloriaf Times, published oy Good Year Books. @€ 1997 Walter A. Hazen.



Chapter 11 ® Life on the Frontier

were in place. Like the colonists who settled in towns along the coast, frontier
people had no glass for windows. Windows were covered with either animal
skins or oiled paper. Many cabins also did not have floors. Thosc that did had
floors made of puncheons. A puncheon floor was made from split logs
arranged with the flat side upward. The flat surface of the logs were made as

splinterless as possible with an ax.
Puncheons were also used to
make tables, benches, and stools.
Holes were made in the underside
of the puncheons and pegs driven
in for legs. Except for possibly a
cradle, this was all the furniture
the frontier family needed. A few
made beds of poles built into the
walls. For mattresses, they used
dried grass or corn husks. Some
settlers did not even bother with
building beds; they simply rolled

The inside

up in a blanket and slept on the of a typical
floor. frontier home.
In dress, the first pioneers imitated the Indians. Men wore a loose Al ad“"“,esd
were carmie

hunting shirt made of deerskin. The shirt was held in place by a belt on which  _ 11 room
hung the hunter’s knife, tomahawk, and bullet bag. The shirt hung low overa  that measured

pair of deerskin trousers. On his head, the carly frontiersman wore a raccoon about ten feet
¢ s . e D - by sixteen feet
§  cap, and he covered his feet with a pair of moccasins. Because deerskin is not (3m x 5m).
< comfortable, the pioneer wore an inner shirt and underwear made of linsey-
[ . . ~ g ~
£ woolsey. Linsey-woolsey is a coarse cloth made of linen and wool or of cotton
p . - . . .
5 and wool. It was the material frontier women used to make their own clothing

(see the illustration p. 88).

Frontier children dressed in the same manner as their parcnts. But
unfortunately, they often went without shoes of any kind, even in winter. Boys
and girls walked barefoot to school along frosty paths. Sometimes, before
leaving home, they heated a board in the fireplace. They took the board with
them when they started for school. When their feet became numb along the
way, they stopped for a moment and stood on the board to warm their toes.
Those children lucky enough to have moccasins often stutfed them with leaves
or straw for added warmth.

o
<
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A frontier
woman
weaves linsey-
woolsey, a
fabric made of
linen and wool
or cotton and
wool. Because
wool was
limited, linen
or cotton
thread was
woven
together with
wool thread
1o make it go
farther,
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Evervday Life: Colonial Times

Frontier people were a rough and simple breed. They cared little for the
finer things of life. Their freedom and independence were foremost in their
lives. Although friendly and hospitable, they did nort tolerate any kind of
lawbreaking. Thieving was dealt with swiftly and harshly. There were no

pillories or stocks or jails on the
frontier. A thief was lashed to a tree
and flogged with a hickory rod.
Afterwards, he returned to his work
and the incident was considered
closed.

Arguments between two rough
frontiersmen were often settled with
fists—and worse. Gouging, biting,
and kicking seemed to have been an
accepted part of the fight. Sometimes
matters got completely out of hand
and one or both combatants resorted to knives or axes. Since there were no
courts, anyone who killed another person in a tight often went unpunished.

Frontier people were boisterous and rowdy. Weddings were lively affairs
where every attempt was made to embarrass the newlyweds. Since competition
was keen on the frontier, people liked to gather for running, jumping, and
wrestling contests every chance they got. They also competed in shooting
arrows and throwing tomahawks. Any activity that lent itself to competition
appealed to frontiersmen.

In spite of their rough nature, frontier folk were hospitable and helpful. A
stranger was never turned away from a door. And when a newcomer began to
build a cabin, neighbors gathered from miles around for a “cabin raisin’.”
When the work was done, much eating and socializing followed.

Although the colonial period ended with America’s independence from
Great Britain, there were frontiersmen and pioneers for at least another
century. The frontier period did not end until the American West was settled
and tamed. But even afterwards, there were always people who sought the
freedom and solitude of wide-open spaces.

The frontier has not completely disappeared. Perhaps it never will.
Today’s frontier is outer space. There are still adventurous souls who want to
know what lies bevond the next hill or valley—or, as is the case today, the next
galaxy.

From Everyday Life: Coloniad Times. published by Good Year Books. © 1997 Walter A, Hazen



S

a«\»

i

7

7

TR AR
o

o

olo

n

O

i@

v
NS

in Ch




E R

g AR 3
- N . 5‘%\\ \:N\"
N S SR
\\\\&N N X \\.A S

Draw a plan for  Materal

diorama or draw 2 your diorams
| depicting ¢ below. L
e, You may
ok through
books to get deas.

58 f




Life

]

ronticr

te a Dialogue About F

ulew
LA

Crea




Mu&v

.




Lfe Colorag: Times, pushshed oy Good Year Books, © 1997 Walter A Hazen

Everyday

From

Chapter 1

Common Colonial llinesses

Typhoid Fever Cause: a bacillus
found in food and water where
poor sanitation exists. Symptoms:
fever, headache and pains, nausea,
red spots on body. Prevention:
good personal hygiene and public
sanitation.

Malaria Cause: a parasite spread by
the bite of mosquitoes. Symptoms:
chills, fever, sweating, weakness.
Treatment: drugs such as quinine.

Smallpox Cause: a virus that is
usually spread by coughing,
sneezing, etc. Symptoms: chills,
headache, pains in back and limbs,
fever, nausea, red spots on skin.
Prevention: vaccination.

Diphtheria Cause: a bacteria that
attacks the throat. Symptoms: fever,
sore throat, swollen neck glands.
Treatment: large doses of antitoxin.
Prevention: sanitary measures,
inoculation.

Scarlet Fever Cause: streptococcus
bacteria. Symptoms: fever, nausea,
headaches, muscle pains, skin rash.
Treatment: isolation of patient to
prevent spread, penicillin and other
drugs.

Answers to Activities

Answers to Chapters 1-3

Measles Cause: a virus spread by
coughing and sneezing. Symptoms:
fever, cough, runny nose, sensitive
eyes, small pink spots all over.
Prevention: vaccination,

Distinguish Fact and Opinion—
Facts: families were large; parents
were very strict. Opinions: there
were never any arguments; parents
cared more for their children than
parents do today; children were not
very happy in those days.

Chapter 2

Prove Your Math Skills—1|. 224
square feet; 2a. Town B; 2b. Town D;
2¢. Towns A and C

Chapter 3

Try Some Wig Math— a. %16,
b. $48; c. $56

Increase Your Fashion Vocabulary

|. doublet—a man'’s close-fitting jacket

2. breeches—short trousers fastened
at the knees

3, waistcoat —a man’s vest

4. stays—strips of whalebone used to
stiffen women’s corsets and collars

5. cravat—a wide necktie

6. neckcloth—a starched, white collar
worn by women in colonial New
England




Answers to Chapters 47

ANSWERS TO ACTIVITIES

/. whalebone—an elastic substance
obtained from the upper jaws of
whales and used to stiffen corsets
and dresses

8. ruff—a high, frilled, stiff collar worn
by men in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries

9. petticoat—a skirt worn beneath a
dress or outer skirt

Chapter 4

Find Which Word Does Not
Belong

I. trencher; a trencher was not made
of iron and was not a cooking
utensil

2. pumpkin; a pumpkin is a fruit; the
others are vegetables

3. tea;tea is not an alcoholic

beverage

oysters; oysters are not fish

rabbit; a rabbit is not a bird or fowl

squash; a squash is a vegetable

evening; evening is not a meal

crab; a crab is a seafood

molasses; molasses is not made

from milk

N I A

Solve a Food Crossword

Across  3.hasty 5. olijkoeck
7.samp  9.trencher |2.venison

Down l.water 2.grits 4. corn
6. mutton 8. porridge  10. cod
I 1. Boston

Chapter 5

Solve a Word Problem

Group B shucked 378 ears. Total
number of ears shucked was 728.

Interpret a Line Graph
.8 2.4 3 Annegjohn 4.6

Chapter 6

Solve Some Dame School Math
[.40% 2.3 3.6 4.6 5 80%

Chapter 7

Name That Craftsman

|. cooper 2. blacksmith

3. whitesmith 4. cobbler 5. tailor
6. cabinetmaker 7. sawyer

8. chandler 9.tinker 10. potter

Find the Main ldea

Answers will vary, but should be
similar to the following:

Paragraph |: People in America were
never equal.

Paragraph 3: Orphaned children
sometimes became indentured
servants.

Paragraph 5: Hard work and ability
determined social status in
America.

Paragraph 9: New England farms were
small.

Paragraph | |: Overseers supervised
plantations for absentee owners.

Paragraph 19:Young men learned a
trade by becoming an apprentice.

iife: Colomal Times. published by Good Year Books. ® 1997 Walter A tHazen.
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ANSWERS TO ACTIVITIES

Roll Out the Barrel

l. 126 quarts; 504 quarts; 6 pints
2. 6 hogsheads; |2 barrels

3. 39.36 bushels

Compare Cities Then and Now

|. They were dangerous; there was
always the threat of crime; they
were dirty, as are some cities
today.

2. Animals freely roamed the streets;
fires were frequent; sanitation
facilities were poor.

Chapter 8

Solve Some Math Traveling
Problems

[. 30 miles or 48 kilometers

2. 52 miles or 84 kilometers
per hour

3. 24-1/4 days

Compare and Contrast Two
Eras

Answers will vary, but should be
similar to the following:

Travel: Colonial Times—walking;
horseback; boat; stagecoach
Today—automobiles; airplanes;
railroads

Lodging: Colonial Times- ~widely-
scattered inns
Today—motels; hotels

Postal Service: Colonial Times---slow,
infrequent, usually on horseback
Today—regular mail delivery;
airborne express, and so forth

Answers to Chapters 8—11

Communication: Colonial Times—
very few newspapers; news often
spread by towncriers. Today—
widespread newspapers; radio;
television; computer networks

Chapter 9

Test Your Medical Vocabulary—
young; doctors; medical; quacks;
patients; ingredients; bewitched;
natural; diseases; prevented,
sanitation; immunized; survive;
antibiotics; deaths.

Solve a Medicine Crossword

Across | fleam 3.vapors 5. fever
8. blacksmith 9. rabies
I, opium

Down 2 leech 4. phlebotomy
6. Endicott  7.king 9.rum
10. five

Chapter 10

Interpret a Bar Graph
[. 68 thousand
2. about 24%
3. 7 thousand
4. 37 thousand
5. about 13%

Chapter 11

Arrange in Chronological Order
64271358
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Additional Resources

Books for Children

Bial, Raymond. Frontier Home. Boston;
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1993.
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Colonial Days. Middle Village, NY:
Jonathan David Publishers, 1975.

Farquhar, Margaret C. Colonial Life in
America, New York: Holt, Rinehart
and Winston, 1962,

Fradin, Dennis B. The Massachusetts
Colony. Chicago: Childrens Press,
1987.

Kellen, Stuart. Life in the Thirteen
Colonies. Minneapolis: Abdo &
Daughters, 1990.

Madison, Arnold. How the Colonists
Lived. New York: David McKay
Company, Inc., 1981,

Palmer, Ann. Growing Up in Colonial
America. East Sussex, England:
Wayland Publishers Limited, 1979.

Sherrow, Victoria. Huskings, Quiltings,
and Barn Raisings: Work-Play Parties
in Early America. New York: Walker
and Company, 1992.
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Terkel, Susan Neiburg. Colonial
American Medicine. New York:
Franklin Watts, 1993,

Warner, john F. Colonial American
Home Life. New York: Franklin
Watts, 1993.

Books for Adults

Earle, Alice Morse. Child Life in Colonial
Days. Stockbridge, Massachusetts:
Berkshire House Publishers, 1993.

Tunis, Edwin. Colonial Living. New York:
ThomasY. Crowell, 1957.

——rFrontier Living. New York: Thomas Y.
Crowell, 1961,

~——The Young United States. New York:;
World Publishing Co., 1969.
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