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California, Condor, Humpback Whale
big strong wings and big strong tail,

are you safe in your nest
are you safe in the sea?

The earth is big enough
for you and me.
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Copyright © 1995 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

by GoodY:

From The Barth and Me: A Kid's Guide to Boology 1

Ya’ Later Alligator!

Not long ago in the swamp they say, the green alligator almost
faded away. |

People used to hunt them and take their skin, and the ‘Sator
population was gettin’ mighty thin.

Then the people stopped one day and they said, “Just a minute.
This swamp had lots of ‘Sators, now there aren’t many in it.
Maybe if we wait, the old ‘gators will return.” So they climbed
out of the swamp and they hid behind a fern.

It took a while to happen, but the
‘gators did come back
A with their big white teeth and
- their big bumpy backs,
You have to care for things if you
want to see them later
like the ferns and the swamp and

the green alligator.

Author’s note: The alligator was once endangered,
but now scientists estimate that there are nearly
one million alligators in the United States. Source:

ZooBooks, Wildlife Education Ltd.

Endangered Species
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} SIBERIAN

Sometimes, animals live in zoos so people can
study them. The people study what the animals
eat and how they take care of their babies and
lots of other things. They try to learn as much as
they can about the animals. Some people even go
to school to be doctors for animals. These people
are called veterinarians.

The place where an animal lives is called its habi-
tat. Some animals don’t have as much habitat as
they used to. When this happens, animals may
hayve trouble finding food and shelter. Sometimes,
zoos can help. Zoos try to build habitats for ani-
mals that are a lot like the animals’ natural
homes. The people in the zoos feed the animals
and take care of them when they get sick.

It would be wonderful if all the animals had as
much room-as they wanted for their habitats. But
there are lots of animals and lots of people and

we all have to share the earth.

Since we have to share the earth with each other,
- it’s good that people are trying to learn as much
as they can about helping animals.

- Endangered Species
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From The Earth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to Ecology published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright € 1926 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

. People and animals both have to share the

earth.

. There are some animals, like dinosaurs, that

are not around anymore. Sometimes human'’s
progress caused this, other times they did not.

. Once a species of animal is gone, it cannot
return.

¥ Endangered Spe‘tv:ie_s»
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Kid?“’s

Guide

. Have you ever seen an animal in a zoo that
was an endangered species? (Siberian tiger,
mountain gorilla, African elephant, Galapagos
tortoise, Indian python). Tell about it.

. Native americans used the bison as a source
of food, clothing and tools. What other kinds
of animal furs and skins have people worn?
(rabbit, beaver, bear, mink, fox, leopard,
alligator, snake)

. What kinds of animal furs and skins to people
still wear today? (rabbit, beaver, mink, fox,
snake. Don’t forget to include cow leather!)

. Why is it against the law to
wear the furs and skins of
endangered animals?

. Discuss success sto-
ries. Examples: Bison,
Alligator, Eagle.
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From The Earth and RMe: 4 Kid's Guide to Ecology published Uy GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 Mike Artsll end Pam Schill

| Animal Friends  Materials: Drawing paper, crayons

Procedure:

1. Have the children draw pictures of animals
and humans sharing the earth.

2. Encourage children to describe their art to
their classmates.

Concept: Animals and humans can live
cooperatively.

Endangered Species
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Animal Sort ® Materials: Pictures of animals, endangered
and not endangered.

1. Talk about each animal in the pictures. Discuss
those that are endangered and describe what
caused them to be on this list.

2. Encourage children to classify the animals’
pictures into endangered and not endangered.

Concept: Some animals are in danger of
extinction.

Zoo Homes e Materials: Blocks, plastic animals, construction
paper, small cardboard boxes

Procedure:

1. Encourage the children to build a zoo to house
the plastic animals.

2. Discuss the various needs of each animal and
provide props for children to create adequate
homes for the animals.

Endangefed:Species —
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Copyright © 1995 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

From The Earth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to Ecology published by GoodYearBooks.

Concept: Zoos provide safe housing for many
animals that might not survive outside the zoo.

Advocate Posters e Materials: Drawing paper, crayons

Procedure:

1. Have children create posters that ask people to
help their favorite endangered animal.

2. Display the posters in a local supermarket,
mall or library.

Concept: Everyone needs to help develop
awareness of animal preservation.

Endangeréd Species
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Animal Homes e Materials: Pictures of animals in
animal homes

Procedure:

1. Encourage children to match the pictures of
animals with the pictures of animal homes.

2. Have children dictate a line or two about keep-
ing the animal homes safe.

BiRO
\ES

006G House

Concept: Safe homes for animals are necessary
for their survival.

) Animal Collage ® Materials: Magazines with animal pictures,
glue, paper '

Procedure:

1. Allow children to look
through magazines for
pictures to create an animal collage.

2. Use the collages to decorate the science center.

Concept: The world is full of beautiful
animals, each with its own special ook and
habits.

Endangered Species
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From The Earth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to

ks. Copyright © 1996 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

Fast and

e Took on everybody’s shoes and see which have
leather and which have cloth. Explain that the
leather shoes are not from endangered animals.

e Make a bird feeder by rolling a, pinecone in
peanut butter then bird seed. Hang it outdoors.

Family Notes

TOPI.C: Eﬁdamred SPE cies o 'E'hiw to do ot home:

o Take a trip to the zoo. Talk about special needs
of each animal.

o Make a bird feeder and let the children keep
it filled with seed.

o Make a family effort to watch television
specials on wildlife preservation. Discuss ways
humans can help.

| Endangered Species
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Related Bibliography

Brown, Margaret Wise, Wheels on the Chimney. Lippincott, 1954.
A story of a Hungarian farmer who builds a special nesting place
for storks who return each year from Africa to nest.

Burningham, John. Hey! Get Off Our Train. Crown Publishers,
1990. A boy and his dog take a dream trip around the world on a
train. Along the way, they keep picking up animals running away
from extinction.

Cherry, Lynne. The Great Kapok Tree. Harcourt, Brace Jovanovich.
1990. In the Amazon rainforest, a man plans to chop down a
great kapok tree. He changes his mind after an amazing dream
that reveals the destruction his plan will cause.

Demi. Demi’s Dozen Good Eggs. Henry Holt, 1993. Twelve babies
hatched from eggs tell the stories of how they fit into nature’s

plans.

dePaola, Tomie. The Hunter and the Animals. Holiday House, 1981.
In this wordless picture book, forest animals turn the tables on a
hunter when he falls asleep. He wakes to have a change of heart

about hunting.

Johnson, Tony. The Whale Song. Putnam, 1987. A little boy counts
with the whales. Beautiful illustrations add to this book about

whale habits.
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From The Earth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to Ecology published by GeodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

Leen, Nina. And Then There Were None. Holt, 1993.
Prizewinning photos of 80 rare animals are presented in this
book. A simple explanation of the cause of their disappearance
is included.

Madgwick, Wendy. Animaze. Knopf, 1992. A collection of nature
mazes explore animals’ habitats.

Shelly, Lyndsey. Grasslands and Deserts. Compass Productions,
1993.

Habitats of animals disappearing from grasslands and deserts
are presented.

Shelly, Lyndsey. Mountains and Forests. Compass Productions,
1993. Explore the habitats of pandas and jaguars as well as
other animals disappearing from the mountains and forests of
the world.

Yolen, Jane. Welcome to the Green House. Putnam, 1993.
Beautiful illustrations and simple text depict the tropical rain-
forest with all its greenery and animal life.
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28 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

From The Earth and Me: A Kid's Guide to Ecology published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 19!

Art Patterns

For The Litter That
‘Wouldn’t Let Go.

(Art with no outline
should be cut out and
attached to the
boy’s body.)

Litter
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From The Earth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to Ecology published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

Hey Mr. Litter

“Hey Mr. Litter, whatcha doing on the ground?
You ought to be inside a big trash can.”

“I'm here because somebody dropped me right
here on the ground. They made a mess and then
away they ran.”

“Hey Mr. Litter, I've got a good idea,, I'll pick you
up and put you in this can.”

“Thank you little friend, you know, that is a
good idea. I've got some friends inside that big
trash can.”

/ Remember Mr. Litter, and remember all his
friends and remember that they live in big
trash cans.Don’t drop him on the
ground, he’ll get lonely ‘til he’s
| found. And someone stops to
drop him in that big trash can.




Tongue twister

“Little litter. Lotta litter.”

Make copies of each of these drawings and glue each
to a tongue depressor. Hold up one, then the other.
The children say whether it’s a little litter or a lotta

litter. Increase speed gradually.

— T
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From The Barth and Me: A Kid's Guide to Ecology published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 18985 Mike Artsll and Pam Schiller.

|4\, tered the school yard. If he ate a piece

The Litter That
Wouldn’t Let Go

Edward T. Wigglesworth was the messiest boy in

school. When he ate, he got food all over his face
and when he went out to play on the play-
ground, he always got his clothes muddy.

= &

of candy, he threw the paper on the »u

ground. If he drank a soft drink, he 2
tossed the empty can on the sidewalk
and left it. “Someone else will pick it C——
up,” he would say.

Then one day, something very strange happened.
Edward had just unwrapped a big, gooey choco-
late bar. He bit into it and, as usual, was about to
toss the paper on the ground. But
when he tried to toss it, the paper
wouldn’t let go. “Oh no you
don’t,” the paper shouted,
“you’ve done all the

littering you’re going to




— EEZTEN-

do. I'm not letting go until you put me in the
trash can.” Edward became very upset. He shook
his hand and he wiggled his hand and he waved
his hand, but the paper wouldn’t let go. “Just
stay there,” Edward snorted, “A little paper is not
going to bother me.”

Later that day, with the paper still on his hand,
Edward stopped to buy a soft drink. It was hot
outside and Edward quickly gulped down the
whole drink (gulp, gulp, gulp!). As usual, Edward
was about to toss the empty soft drink can on
the sidewalk. But when he tried to toss it, the
soft drink can wouldn’t let go. “Oh no you don’t,”
the can shouted, “you’ve done all the littering
you're going to do. I'm not letting go until you put
me in the trash can.” Edward became very upset.
He shook his hand and he wiggled his hand and
he waved his hand, but the can wouldn’t let go.
“Just stay there,” Edward snorted, “A little soft
drink can is not going to bother me.”

All that day, Edward kept eating and drinking
things and trying to drop them on the
ground. But none of them would let go until
Edward put them in a trash can. By the end of
the day, Edward was a terrible sight. He was
covered from head to toe with cans and paper

109
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Copyright © 1988 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

by Good

From The Barth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to Koolegy published

and lollipop sticks and plastic spoons and straws
and napkins.

“This is horrible!”, he shouted, “I didn’t realize I
made so much litter!” And as he was speaking,
the school custodian came by. “My goodness,” he
said, “what a big pile of litter! I'll just toss it into
the trash can.” And with that, he threw Edward
and all the litter that wouldn’t let go into the
trash can.

Edward felt very bad. His littering had made his
day miserable. Then, slowly, as he sat there in
the trash can, the paper started to let go. Then
the cans let go. And the lollipop sticks and plastic
spoons and straws and napkins let go too. And
soon Edward looked like Edward again. “Yuck!”,
he said, “I never want to be that messy again.
And I don’t want to make my school messy
either. From now on, I’ll throw my litter in the
trash can where it belongs.”

And never again did Edward litter the school
yard.

But he still got food on his face when he ate and
his clothes got muddy on the playground.

“Nobody’s perfect,” Edward said.

110




See That Litter
On The Ground

(Sung to the tune of Old NMacDonald)

See that litter on the ground.
Pick that litter up.

No, we don’t want it hanging ‘round.
Pick that litter up.

We can pick it up here

and pick it up there,

pick it up, pick it up
everywhere . . . Oh. ..

See that litter on the ground.
Pick that litter up.

thter
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From The Earth end Me: A Kid’s Guide to Ecolegy published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

1. We should not use the ground as a trash can.
2. Litter is trash that is not in its proper place.

3. It’s a good idea to hold on to litter until we find
a trash can or trash bag to put it in.

4. Litter is ugly.

Litter |
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Things to talk about

1. Tell about some places where you’ve seen litter.

2. What could you do with a candy wrapper if
you don’t see a trash can to throw it in?

3. How would the earth be differ-
ent if there was no litter?

o 4 TIf you wanted to help clean up
litter, where would you start?
(Suggestion: how about your
bedroom?)
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From The Earth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to Ecology published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1998 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

Trash to Treasure » Materials: Litter, glue

Procedure:

1. Have children gather litter from the play-
ground or from a walk around the school.

2. Encourage children to create sculptures from
their litter.

Concept: Trash can be recycled.

Litter Toss ® Materials: Trash can, crumpled pieces of paper

Procedure:

1. Place a trash can in the middle of the room.

2. Have the children stand about six feet away
from the can and attempt to toss the crumpled
paper into the trash can.

Littevr
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3. Discuss the amount of litter on the floor
(missed shots). Ask the children what would
happen if it wasn’t picked up. What would
happen if it were outside?

Concept: Keeping litter in the
trash can helps keep the
environment clean and neat.

Litter Busters ® Materials: chart paper, marker

Procedure:

1. Encourage children to brainstorm ways to help
people not be litterbugs.

2. Make a list on chart paper.

3. Encourage children to try some of the techniques
they list (writing a, letter to the newspaper,
making litter posters or setting good examples
themselves.

Concept: Keep the environment litter free
takes effort from everyone.

——
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From The Earth and Ms: A Kid’s Guide to Foology published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright € 1998 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

Litter Detectives ® Materials: None

Procedure:

1. Look at the litter around the playground near
the fence.

2. Ask the children how they think the litter got
there. Did it blow out of the bed of a pickup
truck? Did someone drop it? Did the wind blow
it from a long way off?

Concept: Litter has many sources.

Litter
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¢ Make and decorate litter bags for the car.
o Make “Put litter here” signs and tape them to
school trash cans.

Family Notes

Topic: Litter » Things to do at home:

e Provide drawing paper for children to make
“Do Not Litter” signs for the neighborhood.

o Make a “Do Not Litter” bumper sticker or win-
dow sticker for the car

¢ Take a paper bag on outing to the beach and
spend part of your time cleaning an area of
the beach.

o Make a habit of picking up trash that blows
into the yard.
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From The Earth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to Bcology published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 10985 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

Related Bibliography

Berenstain, Jan and Stan. Berenstain Bears Don’t Pollute Anymore.
Random House, 1991. This famous bear family learns a lesson in
taking care of the environment.

Madden, Don. Wartville Wizard. Macmillan, 1986. The Wartville
Wizard helps the people of Wartville clean up the town.

Moore, Lillian. Junk Day on Juniper Street. Bantam Books, 1969.

Ormerod, Jan. Messy Baby. Lothrop, 1985. A new baby makes a
terrible mess with his toys.

Pellowski, Michael. The Messy Monster. Parents,
1981. A little monster learns a lesson about
picking up after himself.

Tusa, Tricia. Stay Away From the
Junkyard. Macmillan, 1988. A little girl vis-
its her aunt and manages to help transform
the town junkyard into a great playground.
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For What Does It Say?
Photocopy this balloon four
times. In each balloon, write the
noise made by each group.
(beep beep beep, ete.)

- R Noise I
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Copyright © 1998 Mike Arteil and Pam Schiller.

by GoodY

From The Earth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to

"

Listen

People talking,
talk talk talk.
People walking,
walk walk walk. .
Listen to the sounds = &
around you,

listen to the sounds.

Birds are singing,
sing sing sing.

Bells are ringing,
Listen to the sounds
around you,

listen to the sounds

Wind is blowing,
blow blow blow.
Cars are going,

go go go.

Listen to the sounds ‘
around you, . AANgS )
listen to the sounds. B

12_



Kid’s Guide ¢to

Sounds

It’s fun to listen to sounds. Most of the time our
ears like the sounds they hear. Sometimes,
though, our ears don’t like what they hear. This
can happen when the sounds we hear are too
loud or when we hear too many sounds all at
once.

Have you ever been in a room where lots of peo-
ple are all talking very loudly? It can hurt your
ears. Sometimes big machines can make noises
that hurt your ears too. Even music can hurt
your ears when it is played too loudly.

Every now and then, it’s nice to give your
ears a rest. It’s nice to go someplace that’s
very, very quiet. It might be a room in

your house or a place in the woods. Or

" you might just cover your ears with your

hands and close your eyes and imagine a

quiet place.

\ It’s fun to listen to sounds. But it’s also
. fun to listen to the quiet.
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From The Earth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to Ecology published by Good¥earBooks. Copyright © 1995 Mike Artell and Pem Schiller.

The Earth And Me

What Does It Say?

(Teacher says:)

What do the cars say? “Beep, beep, beep!”
(Teacher pantomimes honking a horn by pressing
a horn on an imaginary steering wheel.)

(Teacher picks three or four children

|

and tells them that they are going to be
the cars. Then s/he asks just the cars:)

“What do the cars say?”
(The “cars” respond:)
“Beep, beep, beep!”

(Teacher says:)

What do the chickies say? “Peep, ‘
peep, peep!” (In a high falsetto
voice) Teacher tucks arms under-
neath arm pits and flaps them
like a baby chick.

(Teacher picks three or four chil-
dren and tells them that they are
going to be the chickies. Then s/he
asks just the chickies:)

124



Guide

“What do the chickies say?”
(The “chickies” respond:)
“Peep, peep, peep!”

(Teacher says:)
What does the music say?

“Yeah, yeah, yeah!” (like the
Beatles song, “She Loves You,
Yeah, Yeah, Yeah!” Teacher
rocks head from side to side

when s/he says this.)

(Teacher picks three or four children and tells
them that they are going to be the music. Then
s/he asks just the music:)

“What does the music say?”
(The “music” responds:)
“Yeah, Yeah, Yeah!”

(Teacher says:)

What do the meanies say? “Nyah, Nyah, Nyah!”
(Teacher sticks thumbs in each ear and wiggles
fingers.)

(Teacher picks three or four children and tells
them that they are going to be the meanies. Then
s/he asks just the meanies:)

125
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The Earth And Me

|

. Copyright © 1995 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

by GoodY

From The Farth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to Ecok

“What do the meanies say?”
(The “meanies” respond:)
“Nyah, Nyah, Nyah!”

(‘I‘ea,cher says:)
“Now . . . when I do this (s/he cups hands
around ear as if to listen for a sound), we’ll all

make our sounds. And when I do this (covers

ears with cupped hands), we’ll all stop.”

“Ready?”

“Cars!” (kids go, “beep, beep, beep”) (Teacher
cups hands near ears to hear the sound, then
cups hands over ears to stop the —
sound.)

“Chickies!” (kids go, “peep, peep,
peep”) (Teacher cups hands near
ears to hear the sound, then cups
hands over ears to stop the sound.)

“Music!” (kids go, “yeah, yeah,

yeah”) (Teacher cups hands near ears to hear
the sound, then cups hands over ears to stop the
sound.)
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Kid’s Guide

“Meanies!” (kids go, “nyah, nyah, nyah”)
(Teacher cups hands near ears to hear the
sound, then cups hands over ears to stop the
sound.)

Teacher says, “NOW . . . ALL TOGETHER!”

(All the children make their sounds together. The
result is pure noise.)

Note: Teacher and children can also create other
sounds and body movements to add to the noise.
Examples include other animal sounds, musical
instrument sounds and the sounds tools make.
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From The Earth and Me: A Kid's Guide to Ecology published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1998 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

Things to think about

1. Sounds can entertain us and inform us, but
they can also hurt us.

2. Human beings are the only creatures that
communicate with spoken words.

3. Our ears are shaped the way they are so they
can catch sounds. Note how we “cup” our
hands around our ears to catch even more

| sounds. By doing this, we
make our ears bigger.

/ 4. Sounds are cause by air
moving in a certain way
(vibrating).
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1. Even though animals don’t speak the way we
do, they can communicate by using sounds.

2. Some animals can hear sounds people can’t
hear.

3. People who are deaf often have trouble
‘pronouncing words because they have never
heard the sounds.

4. Discuss what a hearing aid is and
why people wear them.

5. Tell about a time when you
were frightened by a loud
sound.

.:' /

6. Where do you go when you
want it to be quiet?
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From The Earth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to Ecology published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1096 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.

Beautiful Sounds ® Materials: Chart paper, crayons

Procedure:

1. Encourage children to create a list of beautiful
sounds they have heard in the past couple of

days.

2. Discuss what makes a sound pleasant.

Concept: There are many sounds which bring
pleasure to human beings.

[ ej
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1. Record several sounds on a tape (phone ring-
ing, doorbell ringing, horn, piano note, dog
barking, etc.)

2. Have children identify what they hear.

Concept: Many sounds become so familiar to
us that we can identify their sources

just by listening.

Walk « Materials: None

9
L4

1. Take the children on a sound walk. Everyone
is to listen and must be careful not to distract
their friends by talking.

2. When children return to the classroom, make

a list of all the sounds they heard.

necept: Our world is full of

| sounds, some of which we

| only hear when we are very
quiet and concentrating.
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The Earth And Me

Popping Corn ¢ Materials: Popcorn and popper

1. Pop the popcorn

2. Ask the children to describe all the sounds
they heard during this activity.

3. What other sounds do we hear when we cook?
Make a list of the sounds children brainstorm.

Concept: Everyday activities create sounds.
Many times these sounds become pleasant
because of the activity with which we

associate them.




Rhythm Pictures ® Materials: Tape recorder, tape, drawing
paper, crayons

Procedure:

1. Have children draw pic- §
tures or just move their
crayon across their paper
while listening to music of
different tempos.

2. Does faster music make us work faster?

Concept: Music has a beat that people often
internalize.

Counting Bells ¢ Materials: Felt, velcro, glue, bells

Procedure:

1. Make five 4 in. X 4 in. bags from felt by gluing
3 gides of two 4 in. x 4 in. squares of felt
together and by using a small piece of velcro
as a fastener for the fourth side of the square.

2. Have children put 1 bell in the first bag, 2 in
the second, 3 in the third, ete.

3. Ask the children to shake each bag. Can they
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orfh And Me

tell the difference in the bag with 2 bells and
the bag with 5 bells?

4. Can they arrange the bags from 1 bell to 3
bells just by listening?

Concept: Adding noisemakers increases the
volume of the noise.

Sound Bottles e Materials: 6 empty soda or water botiles,
water, pencil

1. Fill each of the six bottles
with increasing amounts of
water.

2. Encourage children to gently
hit each bottle on its side.

3. Talk about the difference in sounds.

Concept: The sound something makes is
related to its size and shape.




Sound Vibrations ® Materials: None

Procedure: |
1. Have children place their hands on their

throats.
2. Tell them to whisper their name. Tell them to

say their names out loud.
3. What makes the difference in the sounds?

Concept: The vibration of our vocal cords
creates sound.
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@

@

®

Have children put their ears on the table
and tap their fingernails on the table at the
same time. What happens to the sound of
the tapping?

Have someone demonstrate a dog whistle.
Make paper cup telephones.

Learn some simple sign language (Some people
don’t hear sounds).

Make shoe box/tissue box and rubber band
guitars.

Place 6 inches of a ruler on a table and 6
inches hanging off the table. Hold down the
part of the ruler on the table so it lies flat.
Pluck the part hanging off the table and make
it vibrate. Now move more of the ruler onto
the table, pluck it again and listen for the high-
er tone. Move the ruler back and forth, experi-
ment. Try to play “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”
Make megaphones out of construction paper.
Megaphones concentrate sounds and make
them louder. Discuss.

Talk about sounds that tell us something.
Horns on cars and trucks are warnings, the
ringer on a telephone or a door bell tells us
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someone is calling for us, video games make
different sounds when you win and lose, cars
make different sounds when they’re running
well and when they’re not, tea kettles whistle
to tell us water is boiling, smoke alarms go off
when there is smoke in the room, animals
growl when they are angry or scared.

Make various “noisemakers” with dry beans
in containers, etc.

Shhhhhhh. Have a quiet 15 seconds where
children are paying close attention to every
single sound they hear both in the classroom
and outside. When the 15 seconds are up, list
the sounds on the board.

Draw (or cut from a magazine) pictures of
noisy places and quiet places, noisy animails
and quiet animals, noisy things and quiet
things.

Blow up a balloon and pop it with a pin.
Discuss all the sounds that went into this
activity. (Includes removing balloon from the
bag it came in, filling the balloon with air,
tying a knot in the balloon and popping it)

Pick something that’s noisy and discuss how to

make it quieter. Answers can be crazy, funny
or practical.
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?’% | Topic: Noise Pollution  Things to do ot homne:

e Discuss the ways that each family member
wakes up each morning (alarm clock, radio,
someone’s call, etc.) What would it be like to
wake up to a lawn mower or someone beating
on pots and pans?

e Try having a quiet hour each evening . . . No
television, no talking, no disturbances. Let
each family member report on what they did
with their quiet time.

o Talk about respecting other people’s quiet space,
not playing the stereo or telemsmn too loudly.
from the library and Iead it with your child.

From The Earth and Me: A Kid’s Guide to Ecology published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1995 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller.




Geraghty, Paul. Stop That Noise. Random House, 1993.

Keats, Ezra Jack. Whistle for Willie. Viking, 1968. Peter wants to
learn to whistle so he can call his dog, Willie.

Martin, Bill. Listen to the Rain. Henry Holt, 1988. The beautiful
sounds of rain are poetically explored in this book.

Miranda, Anne. Night Songs. Bradbury Press, 1993. A look at the
sounds of nature and night from wind to animal life and city life
in the desert, in the mountains, on the sea shore, in the field and
in the city.

Showers, Paul. The Listening Walk. Harper Collins, 1991. A sim-
ple story of a child who takes a walk with her father but doesn’t
talk. It’s a listening walk!

Walter, Mildred. Ty’s One-Man Band. Macmillan, 1987. Ty meets a
man who claims he is a one-man band. Ty helps the man get a
washboard, wooden spoons, a pan, and a comb, and the man
entertains Ty and his friends.

Wells, Rosemary. Noisy Nora. Dial, 1973. Nora makes lots of noise
trying to get her mother and father’s attention but only ends up
getting in trouble.

Wilbur, Richard. Loudmouse. Harcourt, 1982. A little mouse who
has problems controlling his voice ends up becoming a hero.

Zolotow, Charlotte. The Quiet Mother and the Noisy Little Boy.
Harper, 1989. A little boy likes noise, his mother likes quiet. The
little boy goes to visit a friend and when he returns home with the
friend, he and his mother find out what a noisy boy is really like.
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“Recycling” means using something more than
once. Lots of things that we use and throw away
can be recycled. Newspapers, glass and many
plastics can all be recycled. Aluminum soft drink
cans can be recycled too. When you see these
arrows on something, it means it can be recycled
and used again.

Most communities have recycling centers where
people can bring newspapers, glass, plastic and
aluminum cans to be recycled. In some cities,
trucks even come by people’s houses and pick up
the things that people want to recycle.

'Recycling
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Copyright © 1998 Mike Artell and Pam Schiller,

d by Good

From The Barth and Me: A Kid's Ghide to Bcology publish

When things are recycled, they are dumped into
big machines that grind them up. Each material
goes into a different kind of machine. The glass,
plastic and aluminum go into machines that melt
them. The newspaper goes into a machine that
gives it a bath to clean it.

Recycling means using things more than once
instead of just throwing them away. That’s smart.
And recycling is something we all can do. Even

kids!

Recycling
144



(Sung to the tune of “She’ll be comin’
‘round the mountain’)

Well, we all can help recycle, yes we can.
(Yes we can!)

Oh, we all can help recycle, yes we can.
(Yes we canl)

All our papers, glass and cans

We can use them once again.

Oh, we all can help recycle, yes we can.
(Yes we canl!)

Can we help recycle cans? Yes we can.
(Yes we can!)
Can we help recycle cans? Yes we
can. (Yes we canl)
If we help recycle cans, we can
use them once again.
Can we help recycle cans? Yes we can.
(Yes we canl)
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Can we help recycle paper? Yes we can.
(Yes we canl)

Can we help recycle paper? Yes we can.
(Yes we canl)

If we help recycle paper, we can use it
once again

Can we help recycle paper? Yes we can.
(Yes we canl)

Can we help recycle glass? Yes we can.
(Yes we canl!)

Can we help recycle glass? Yes we can.
(Yes we canl!)

If we help recycle glass, we can use it
once again |
Can we help recycle glass? Yes we can.
(Yes we canl!)

Well, we all can help recycle, yes we can.
(Yes we can!)

Oh, we all can help recycle, yes we can.
(Yes we canl)

All our papers, glass and cans

We can use them once again.

Oh, we all can help recycle, yes we can.
(Yes we canl!)

| Recycling
- 146




. Newspapers and most things made of glass
and aluminum can be re-used. Some plastics
can be re-used too.

. Re-using things means we don’t have to make
as many new things. This saves money, energy
and resources.

. Trees hayve to be cut down to make newspapers.
We can grow more trees, but it takes a long
time.

. If you’ve ever worn clothes that someone else
outgrew, you were recycling the clothes.

" Recycling
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a Things to talk about

1. Kids can earn money by collecting can and
selling them to recycling centers. Have you
seen any cans that could be recycled?

2. Where is the nearest recycling center to your
school?

3. The earth recycles air, water and other things
all the time. We bathe, water goes into sewers,
is purified and returned to lakes and rivers,
evaporates, forms clouds, rains down, is
collected in lakes, rivers and reservoirs, is
purified and is piped to our
homes. The cycle
starts again. |

Recycling
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L Rainbow Crayons e Materials: Bits and pieces of used
crayons separated by colors, empty cans, muffin tin, electric

frying pan

Procedure:

1.

With teacher supervision, have children sort
crayons by color into empty cans and place the
cans in the electric skillet.

. Turn the skillet on low and allow the crayons

to melt.
Pour one can of color into each cup of the
muffin tin making a base of about 1/4".

. When the first color dries, add another color

and continue in this manner until the muffin tin
cups are full or the melted crayon is depleted.

. Empty the new crayon by turning the tin over

and tapping.

Concept: Small pieces can be put
together to make something big again.

_Recycling
i i
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Friendship Quilt  Materials: Scraps of fabric from outgrown
clothing or leftover projects, 6 in. square femplate, scissors,
needle and thread, chalk

Procedure:

1. Have children use the square template and
chalk to draw a square on their fabric.

2. Encourage children to cut out their fabric
squares and arrange them in a quilt design.

3. Sew the squares together to create a quilt.

Concept: Outgrown clothing still has a function.

Recycling |
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Recyded Art » Materials: Paper fowel and foilet tubes,
leffover wrapping paper and bows, tissue paper,

construction paper pieces, efc.

Procedure:

1. Encourage children to use the recyclable
materials to create a work of art.

2. have children describe their “masterpieces”
to their friends.

Concept: Old and used materials can
be used to create something new.

ﬂ Junk Boxes e Materials: Jar lids, buttons

Procedure:

1. Allow children to sort junk into boxes.

2. Place the boxes in the math center.

3. Encourage children to use the junk boxes to
practice classification skills.

Concept: Throw away
materials can be used (
to learn basic skills.

L
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Bows, Bows, Bows ® Materials: Discarded bows brought
from home, yarn

Procedure:

1. Encourage children to bring decorative bows
to school (after Christmas is a good time for
collecting).

2. Keep the bows out some-
where in the classroom and
encourage children to make
patterns by stringing the
bows on pieces of yarn.

Concept: New uses for discarded materials.

Brainstorming ¢ Materials: Toilet paper tubes, chart
paper, pen

Procedure:

1. Encourage children to brainstorm alternative
uses for the empty toilet paper tubes.

2. List their ideas on chart paper.

Concept: Everyone can help think of new uses
for old materials.

Recycling v
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Fast and Fun

e Have children create a list of items that can
be recycled.

e T.ook on bottles, boxes and plastic containers
for recycling symbol.

e Children can color a discarded cardboard box
and designate it as the recycling box.

e Hayve children bring items from home that
can be recycled for art projects such as egg
cartons, meat trays, orange juice cans, Spools,
bags, etc.

Recycling
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Family Notes

Topic: Recydling ¢ Things to do at home:

e Set up recycling bins.

e Visit a recycling center.

e Help children become aware of the recycling
aspect of garage sales and donations to Goodwill
Industries or some similar organization.

e Encourage children to organize a neighborhood
garage sale. Discuss using the proceeds for
donation to environmental protection agencies.

o Pay attention when buying groceries and try to
purchase products that encourage recycling.

e Instead of purchasing aerosol cans of air
freshener, make your own by placing good
smelling leaves such as camphor, eucalyptus,
pine needles, etc. in a basket, net bag or cut-off
pantyhose foot.

o Save small pieces of soap and place in the toe
of cut-off pantyhose. Tie the stocking to the
sink for use as hand washing soap.

e Encourage children to decorate paper sacks
that can be reused each time to bring home the
groceries.

7 &2

Recycling
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Related Bibliograph

Burton, V. L. Mike Mulligan and the Steam Shovel Houghton
Mifflin, 1967. An outdated steam shovel finds a new home as a
furnace.

Burton, Virginia. The Little House. Houghton, 1942. The city grad-
ually surrounds a country house. In time the house deteriorates.
Eventually, someone buys the house, moves it back to the country
and refurbishes it.

Reats, Ezra Jack. Jenny’s Hat. Harper, 1966. Jenny makes a
beautiful hat using all kinds of recyclable goods.

Keats, Ezra Jack. Regards to the Man in the Moon. Scholastic, 1981.

Children playing in their father’s junk yard build a rocket and
take an imaginary trip to the moon.

Spiers, Peter. Bored, Nothing to Do. Doubleday, 1978. Two boys
are bored, so they gather spare parts and bits of junk and end up
building an airplane.

Recycling
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The Earth And Me

Ecology Play

(Text to be read aloud by the teacher)

Characters:
The tiny seed/plant
Drops of water (3-5 children)
The sun
Bystanders (3 speaking parts, 1 smog
sweeper, 1 water scrubber)

nce upon a time there

1
was a tiny seed. It sat
\ 1\ in the dirt and was very,

very quiet. (child playing
the part of the “seed”
squats down on the floor)

Ecblogy Play
156




A

Kid‘’s Guide to Ecology

Soon it started to rain and drops of water
fell from the sky all around the tiny seed.
(classmates playing the part of “drops of

water” enter and sit in a circle around
the “seed”)

Then the sun came out and warmed
the ground where the seed
was laying. (child playing the
part of the “sun” enters
and spreads his/her arms
while standing over the “seed”)

Soon, the seed
started to grow.
(child playing

part of the

“seed” begins to

s-l-o-w-1-y stand up,
arms at his/her sides)

And the seed got taller and
taller and spread its
branches. (child playing
“seed” spreads arms and
stands straight up)

Ecology Play
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The Earth And Me

L 4

yucky stuff in it, (children playing the part

But soon something bad started to happen .
. . The water that the little plant drank got

of “drops of water” start to make silly,
yucky faces)

And the sun that warmed the little
® plant got blocked out by yucky stuff
in the air, (child playing part of
“sun” lifts up cardboard cut out of
cloud shaped “smog”.
Child tries to peek
around it, but
never reveals
entire face.)

And the little

plant started to
feel very, very
bad. (Child playing
part of the “seed”
starts to droop)
Soon the people became worried. (Group of
children enter and show concern for the lit-
tle plant)

“We must help our little plant” (One of the
children says)

Ecologyplay ,,
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“Let’s clean up the air!”
(Another child says, then
begins to sweep away the
“smog” from in
front of the sun
with a wisk
broom)

“Now let’s clean up the
water! (Another
child says, then
“scrubs” the

“drops of water”
with a soft bristle brush)

Soon the air and the
water was clean again A
and the little plant < V.77
begin to feel much better. \
(child playing part of plant
begins to perk up)

And from that day on,
everyone was very careful to
take care of the air and the
water and the little plant too.

The End
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