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31Back to School Puzzlers

Help Wiss find out what’s in his sack by unscrambling each word.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
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Find as many creatures as you can, both drawn and written, on this page. Count 
them all and compare your answer with your classmates’ answers. 
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Make your own wild and crazy creature by using the parts on these five pages. Cut 
out the parts you like and glue them to the creature’s face at the end. What can you 
do with the leftover features? 

33Back to School Puzzlers

Teacher Note:  This is a five-page activity. Make sure to copy all five pages. 

EYEBROWS

EYES
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NOSES

MOUTHS

2 of 5
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EARS

EXTRAS

4 of 5
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Trace around the triangle with one 
unbroken line without lifting your  
pencil, retracing, or crossing a line. 
Wiss did it in 55 seconds. 
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Can you place the numbers from 1 through 16 correctly in the square so 
that the numbers add up to 34 horizontally, vertically, and diagonally?  
Motzy has already placed 4, 6, and 11 to get you started. 



With markers, color the pieces below each mouse a different color. For 
example, use orange for the pieces under Gorgonzola and green for those 
under Romano. Cut the pieces and rearrange pieces of the same color on 
the pajamas to form the letters the mice want. 
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Aunt Alicia stubbed her toe on a spool that Wiss left on the floor. Find as 
many spools and pieces of cheese as possible in the picture while Aunt 
Alicia has a talk with Wiss. 
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Find the names of twelve different fasteners 
hidden in this grid. Use the pictures as clues. 
Remember to look in all directions
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Draw Wiss and Motzy as they would look reversed in a mirror. Take your time. 

Challenge:  Experts, try reversing the letters of the title, too. 
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Add the missing vowels to make these fall sport words. 

Now, solve this puzzle to find an important sports phrase. 

What does the puzzle say?  

- KN + ‘S + ING  T +

 ; - KN + ’S SHOW - S   U  THE  .

+ ING
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	 1. 	 t __ c k l __

	 2. 	 f __m b l __

	 3. 	 sc__ r __

	 4.	 g__ __ l

	 5. 	 h__ __ d__ r

	 6. 	 t__ __ c h d __ w n

	 7. 	 c l __ __ t s

	 8. 	 s h __ n  p  __ d s

	 9. 	 c __ __ c h

	10. 	 h __ l m __ t

11. 	 n __ t

12. 	 g __ __ l p __ s t s



Gouda and her identical cousin, Gruyere, play on the same soccer  
team. Their uniforms are similar, but not quite the same. Can you find  
the differences?  
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Help Marvel unscramble the words on the 
left and connect them to words with a  
similar meaning on the right. 
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Something is lurking behind each slice of cheese. Look through the holes carefully 
and try to complete the picture.
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1.

3. 4.

2.
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To make Gouda’s favorite snapshot, cut the squares apart, reassemble 
them, and then glue them onto a clean sheet. 
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Wiss is taking a day off to go fishing before the cold weather sets 
in. Help him fill his creel by finding and circling 21 kinds of fish 
in the grid below. 
Hint: Words can be horizontal, vertical, or backward. 
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Help Wiss find and circle 
foods that grow underground. 
Look in all directions. 
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The animals are making a ruckus as the days get colder. Help the mice 
unscramble the animals in the box and then match them with the sounds 
they make. 
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	 FLOW		  KUCD		  SHORE		  PESHE	 LOW
HANEY		  XOF			   PINHOLD		  DIRB
	 HATPELEN		 ODG			  EBE			   KUTREY	 EBAR
GROF		  NOYMEK		  RATORP		  OCW              ACT		
	 IPG		     NOLI	    SEEGE	      VEDO           GORSEHARPPS

	 1. 	 Growl 	 ____________________

	 2. 	 Buzz 	 ____________________

	 3. 	 Sing 	 ____________________

	 4. 	 Purr 	 ____________________

	 5.	 Moo 	 ____________________

	 6. 	 Bark 	 ____________________

	 7. 	 Click 	 ____________________

	 8. 	 Coo 	 ____________________

	 9. 	 Quack	 ____________________	

	 10. 	 Trumpet 	____________________

	 11. 	 Yelp	 ____________________

	 12. 	 Croak 	 ____________________

	 13. 	 Cackle 	 ____________________

	 14. 	 Chirp 	 ____________________

	 15. 	 Neigh 	 ____________________

	 16. 	 Laugh 	 ____________________

	 17. 	 Roar 	 ____________________

	 18. 	 Chatter 	 ____________________

	 19. 	 Hoot 	 ____________________

	 20. 	 Talk 	 ____________________

	 21. 	 Grunt 	 ____________________

	 22. 	 Baa 	 ____________________

	 23. 	 Gobble 	 ____________________

	 24. 	 Howl 	 ____________________
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Help Motzy get to Wiss before he gobbles up all the cheese. 
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As the days grow colder, Wiss is dreaming of going South as 
many birds do. Rearrange the letters in each group to find 
the names of the countries Wiss wants to visit in Latin 
America. If you get stuck, use the library or the Internet. 
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Page 1	 	 Day One Fun

WELCOME

Page 2	  	 Name Scramble
1. Ben  2. Bobby  3. Rick  4. Gina   
5. Susan  6. Shelly  7. Jerome  8. Donna
9. Mindy

Page 3	 	 Same Name
1. Italy—Giovanni	 2. Russia—Ivan
3. Ireland—Sean		  4. Australia—John
5. Scotland—Ian		  6. Mexico—Juan
7. Germany—Johan	 8. France—Jean

Page 4		  Class Tournament
Answers will vary. Possibilities include:
1. to   2. up   3. it   4. or   6. ox   6. ill   7. am   8. cub   
9. we   10. id   11. ma   12. how   13. on   14. yak   
15. if   16. as   17. egg   18. oh

Page 5		  Gouda’s Creations

 
Page 6	 	 Computer Classic
1. byte   2. bit   3. DVD   4. PC   5. ROM   6. RAM	
7. browser   8. disk   9. memory   10. modem   11. web
12. printer   13. kilobyte   14. monitor

 
Page 7		  Palindrome Peep
1. tot   2. toot   3. noon   4. toot   5. eye   6. deed
7. gag   8. mom   9. pep   10. peep   11. pop   12. eve
13. dad   14. ewe   15. pup   16. madam   17. level
18. refer   19. Hannah

Page 8 		  Planetary ZZZ’s
Neptune is backward within the name of the spacecraft, 
A E7E NUT PEN 7A 56. Mercury is within the pilot’s 
name, Capt. Jerome R. Cury, on the spacecraft. Saturn is 
written in longhand on the picture of Saturn. Uranus is 
backward within the name of the spacecraft, SUNARUN, 

in the picture above the dresser. Venus is backward with-
in the radio weather report broadcast. Mars is within the 
name of the pirate catcher, Omar Smootz. Earth is on the 
comforter in the phrase, hear the beat. Pluto is written on 
the bottom sheet. Jupiter is written in longhand on the 
sock falling out of the drawer of the dresser. 

Page 9		  Happy Landing

Page 10		  Word Quilt

Page 11		  Limby’s Lunch
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Page 12 		 Ancient Arrowheads

Negative arrows make the missing arrows. 
 

Page 13  	 Gorgonzola’s Lurking Letters
E, F, H, I, K, L, M, N, T, V, X, Y, Z

Page 14  	 Treasure Trove
The treasure is buried under the face with the star on its 
cheek. You should dig down four inches.

Page 16	  	 Columbus Day Discovery
Answers will vary. Possibilities include:
chop, chose, chore, chip, choir, crest, crop, chest, cost, 
core, cope, cot, err, hoe, hair, he, hero, her, hitch, hire, 
hit, his, hip, hot, hop, hose, hope, host, ire, ice, porch, 
perch, port, pot, pose, pore, post, pit, pert, pest, pet, 
pitch, pie, rip, rope, ripe, rise, riot, rite, rich, rest, rice, 
roe, rot, spire, store, sop, set, sire, site, shoe, ship, shot, 
score, spit, spite, spore, sit, sip, stir, stop, step, scope,  
shop, shore, sore, sort, sport, spot, top, tip, the, their, 
this, those, trip, tore, tire, toe, tie. 

Page 17	  	 AN A-MAZING VOYAGE
 

   
Page 18  	 Not Quite Twins

Page 19  	 Parmy’s Pears
 
Page 20  	 DANISH Storyteller
Red Shoes, Emperor’s New Clothes, Princess and the Pea,
Match Girl, Little Mermaid, Brave Tin Soldier, Thumbelina,
Ugly Duckling, Snow Queen, Nightingale

 
Page 21  	 Fabulous Folklore
1. Gretel   2. Rapunzel   3. Cinderella    
4. Rumpelstiltskin   5. Bear   6. Snow White
7. Sleeping Beauty
Grimm’s Fairy Tales originated in Germany.

Page 22  	 Particularly Peculiar
1. minotaur   2. werewolf   3. phoenix   4. hydra
5. harpy   6. sphinx   7. cyclops   8. dragon   9. mermaid
10. gorgon   11. unicorn
 
Page 23 		 Motzy’s Mix-Ups
1. costume   2. full moon   3. mask   4. trick   5. party
6. treat

Page 24  	 Parmy’s Perplexing Patch

There are 35 pumpkins in the picture. 

Page 25  	 Night Sights
raccoon, opossum, cricket, leopard, coyote, mouse,
owl, firefly, porcupine, bat, cockroach, koala;   
nocturnal
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Page 26  	 Hallowe’en Highlights

Page 27  	 Imperfect Pumpkins

Page 28  	 Curds’ Concoction
1. ice   2. orange juice   3. water   4. apple juice
5. ginger ale   6. pineapple juice

Page 29  	 Wistful Thinking
Have a safe and happy Hallowe’en. Remember to wear 
reflecting patches and to look both ways when crossing 
the street. 

Page 30 		 Spooky Puzzler
bat	 costume
cat	 ghost
ghoul	 hoot
howl	 masks
moans	 monster
night	 party
pumpkin 
scared	 treat
ugly	 weird
witch

 
 
 
Page 31  	 In the Bag
1. gum   2. money   3. orange   4. candy   5. peanuts
6. grapes   7. corn chips   8. crackers   9. raisins
10. apple   11. popcorn   12. cookie   13. cheese

Page 32  	 Creatures

There are fifty creatures both drawn and written. 

Page 38  	 Swiss Wiss 
Answers will vary. One possibility is: 

Page 39  	 Motzy’s Magic Square

Page 40  	 Pajama Party

 
Page 41  	 Aunt Alicia’s Toe
9 spools: 1 in the small picture; 2 in the larger picture;  
1 on the plant table; 1 in the foot bath; 1 behind the foot 
bath; 1 spelled out on the rug; 1 on the left of the rug;  
1 in the mousehole. 20 cheeses: 1 as an earring; 1 in the 
hanging plant; 1 on the rug behind the rocker to the left; 
1 behind the rocker; 1 under the rocker to the right; 8 in 
her dress; 1 in the plant table; 1 on the coffee table 
beside the cupcake; 1 in the large picture; 1 in each  
corner. 

Page 42  	 Hold Tight
staple  	 thread 
chain  	 tape    
pin   	 strap    
button	     
clip   	     
nail   	
zipper
glue 
string
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Page 44 		 Two for One
1. tackle   2. fumble   3. score   4. goal   5. header
6. touchdown   7. cleats   8. shin pads   9. coach
10. helmet   11. net   12. goalposts
It’s not winning or losing that counts; it’s how you play 
the game. 

Page 45  	 Not Quite Uniform
Mouse on right: sunglasses are longer; ridge in bridge of 
sunglasses; mouth not exactly to nose; missing stripe on 
bottom right of jersey; jersey is not tucked in; number is 
22; soccer ball has 1 more hexagon; lines on soccer ball 
are lighter; extra star on left short; socks are not pulled 
up as high; narrower stripes on socks; stripes on top of 
shoes; only 2 cleats on each shoe.

Page 46  	 Similar Scramble
1. cheerio—good-bye   2. pig—hog
3. groundhog–woodchuck   4. glasses—spectacles
5. excellent—fantastic   6. dog—mutt   7. cranium—skull
8. seat—chair   9. closet—cupboard   10. small—tiny
11. old—elderly   12. humorous—funny

Page 47  	 Behind the Holes
1. baseball glove   2. vase of flowers   3. airplane
4. hammer

Page 48  	 Soapy Search 
Answers will vary. Possibilities include: 

Page 49  	 Fall Fishing

 
 

Page 50  	 Fin-Land

halibut, sole, dolphin, shad, bluefish, cod, snapper, hake, 
bass, mackerel, flounder, salmon, grouper, eel, trout, 
shark, catfish, marlin, barracuda, swordfish, haddock

Page 51 		 Dig Deep
peanut  	radish    
clam   	 beet    
turnip   	ginger    
parsnip	 potato    
carrot

Page 52  	 Moo, Bark, Hoot
1. bear   2. bee   3. bird   4. cat   5. cow   6. dog
7. dolphin   8. dove   9. duck   10. elephant   11. fox
12. frog   13. geese    14. grasshopper   15. horse
16. hyena   17. lion   18. monkey   19. owl   20. parrot
21. pig   22. sheep   23. turkey   24. wolf

Page 53  	 Motzy’s Maze

Page 54  	 Heading South
1. Mexico   2. Argentina   3. Peru   4. Ecuador   
5. Paraguay   6. Guatemala   7. Brazil   8. Chile




