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What’s So Funny Ahout School?

Here’s your chance to tell everyone, including your teacher, about your school by
filling out My School’s Report Card.

Fill in below what you love about school.

Now write all of the things that you don’t like about school.

Now take those ideas and write a first-person narrative describing your school
to someone who has never been there. Give this person a guided tour of your
experience of school. Make the tour entertaining!
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Imagine that you are a toaster. How does
it feel to sit on a kitchen counter, to be
pushed down, to get hot inside, to pop up,
for the toast to get stuck, and so on? Are
you jealous of any of the other appliances
in the kitchen? What was it like the first
day you were brought home? What was it
like being made? Write a first-person
narrative about your life as a toaster.

Imagine that you are another type of appliance. What appliance would you like to
be? You could be a washing machine, a blender, a vacuum cleaner, or whatever
you like. Choose any appliance and write a first-person narrative about your life.
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Pets Are People Too

42

o What do you think the world looks like to a dog? What does he think about?
What does a dog think of people? What does a dog think about being in the car?
What does a dog think when it sees you eating? What does a dog dream about?
Write about exactly what it’s like being a dog, as told to the audience from a dog’s
point of view.

i’s a Dog’s Life
by (name of dog)

Let the Laughs Begin!

From Let the Laughs Begin!, published by Good Year Books. Copyright © 1997 Karen Jennings and Mark Pierce.



From Let the Laughs Begin!, published by Good Year Books. Copyright © 1997 Karen Jennings and Mark Pierce.

Writing Different Humor
Styles: Comedic Genres

Objectives
o To teach students how to write in different humorous styles.

o To generate interest in the following writing styles: parody, tall tale, anecdote,
character sketch, and comic monologue.

o To help students examine familiar story forms and how changing different elements
-in these forms can create new comic stories.

o To incorporate language skills in slightly more complex writing assignments.

e To demonstrate how introducing two elements from different situations can create
comic situations.

e To demonstrate how the use of exaggeration in tall tales creates humorous
compositions.

o To teach students how to write character skeiches.

Suggestions for Success
o Introduce the exercises in this section to the students in any order.
o Students may work on all of the assignments either in groups ov individually.

o The parody writing process is defined in a step-by-step manner for easy mastering.
Most students already have an understanding of what parody is and enjoy using this
style to write funny ideas.

o The tall tale exercise emphasizes the use of exaggeration.

o You may wish to have the students vead and discuss some tall tales before writing
their own.

Suggestions for Further Enhancement

® Have the students act out their parodies, stories, and sketches for each other.

Chapter 5 / Writing Different Humor Styles: Comedic Genres
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The Character Sketch

' In a character sketch, the writer describes a real or imaginary person. Choose a
person you want to write a character sketch about. Select a person whom you
know. Describe what this person looks like, what he or she sounds like, what he or
she does that you find amusing, and an event this person was involved in that tells
your audience what this person is like. Begin your character sketch by telling your
audience this person’s name.
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A Superhero Character Sketch

A character sketch describes a real or imaginary person. Write a character sketch
about an imaginary character using this story starter.

Professor Jones was working in the laboratory with a number of different
» animals and suddenly there was a bizarre accident. Professor Jones became
a half-animal and halfF-human superhero with special powers.

B O No, Professor Jonesd :
What happened to¥ou?
2 DoYovneeda Colfar?

~ ~ ~ ' -
.

- ” ~

Describe what Professor Jones looks like, what animal he or she merged with,

what his or her special powers are, and an event that demonstrates what kind of
superhero he or she is.
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Tall Tales

Tall tales are humorous stories that exaggerate the truth. The writer does not tell
the truth because he or she intends to make the audience laugh rather than to
inform them about real events. Tall tales allow the writer to use imagination and
stretch the truth. Familiar tall tales include the stories of Pecos Bill, John Henry,
Paul Bunyan, and Casey Jones. Write your tall tale below and continue on the back
of this worksheet if necessary.

How I Won the Nobel Peace Prize
Here are several ideas: How I Hit the Longest Home Run Ever

How I Saved the World

Here is an example of a tall tale by Charlotte Isenberg, age 11:

I couldn’t wait! I was going to my first major league ball game! The last thing I
expected was to hit a big league home run! Let me tell you all about it. I went to
the game with my friend Margie, and we both brought our bats and gloves. It was
so hot we were starting to melt, so we ordered a Slurpee®. I knew flies were
attracted to sugar—but I didn’t think they liked Slurpees®. Boy was I was wrong!
A swarm of flies gathered around my drink. I took my baseball bat and started
swatting them away. I was so angry, I wasn’t even watching the ball game. Just
then, a foul ball flew my way—I was so busy swatting the flies that I didn’t even
notice. I swung that bat and the bat hit the foul ball, and boy was I surprised! I hit
that ball so hard it went sailing. And I do mean sailing. I drove that ball all of the
way out of the ballpark. The whole crowd looked over at me and cheered. And now
I am playing for the Boston Red Sox. All because of those bothersome flies.

My Tall Tale
By:
Title:

(continue on back of page)

86  Let the Laughs Begin!

From Let the Laughs Begin!, published by Good Year Books. Copyright © 1997 Karen Jennings and Mark Pierce.



From Let the Laughs Begin!, published by Good Year Books. Copyright © 1997 Karen Jennings and Mark Pierce.

NAME DATE

The Fairy Tale Parody

o Now you are going to learn how to write a parody.

A whatody, you ask? A parody! A parody creates
humor by imitating a style of story. Begin your
prewriting by making two lists.

List A Write a list of all the fairy tales you can think of.

Here are a few examples: Little Red Riding
Hood, Hansel and Gretel, Cinderella.

List B Second, write a list of all of your favorite movie, TV, and cartoon characters.
Here are a few examples: Batman, Porky Pig, Wonder Woman, Ace Ventura.

Now pick one character from list B and make him or her the star of one of the
fairy tales from list A. How does that change the story? For instance, if you chose
Batman to replace Little Red Riding Hood, how would Batman react when meeting
the wolf in the woods? Ask yourself why your character is in this fairy tale world.
Why would Batman be in the woods? Who is he going to visit?

(Write your story on another piece of paper or on the back of this worksheet.)
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Ready, Set, Action!

There are many different ways to write a parody or to imitate a story. Suppose

Cinderella met the Terminator and %e was her Prince Charming. What would she
do? How would she like being in his world? Choose a fairy-tale character and put
that character into the world of your favorite movie, TV show, cartoon, or comic
book and see what happens.

Title:
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She Never Made It to the Ball

Imagine what it would be like to take someone & c;\,
from your life and put them into the middle of
a fairy tale. For instance, Joshua Homan,

age 8, wrote:

If my sister Lucy had been Cinderella,
the story never would have happened.
She never would have made it to the ball,
because she would have been in the bath-
room all night long putting make-up on
her face. Even then she still would c
have scared the prince.

{3

Pick someone you know and would like to see in a fairy or folk tale and then write
your story with that person as the star.

Now put yourself in a fairy tale or folk tale. What would you do if you were Jack of
“Jack in the Beanstalk”? Or one of the three little pigs? Or Sleeping Beauty?
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- Say What?

For this exercise you are going to write a parody of a talk show.

Step 1. Make a list of talk-show hosts you've seen on TV.

Step 2. Choose either one character or a group of characters from a folk tale and invite
them onto one of the talk shows. For instance: Hansel and Gretel might have a lot
to talk about if they appeared on Oprah’s show with their parents. After all, their
parents left them alone in the woods.

Step 3. Write your parody as a script and ask your friends in class to act it out with you.

Yes Sa”y,
Tt was Very
'\'raumaﬁ'c,..,
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Sing a Song Parody

Everybody loves a good song parody.
I'm sure you know at least one. For
example, here’s a student classic:

Jingle bells

Batman smells

Robin laid an egg

The Batmobile has lost its wheel,

and so on.

Write your own song parody. First choose a song you want to parody or change.
Brainstorm a list of songs. What are the songs you know really well?

Once you have chosen the song you want to parody, replace the song’s original
words with ones you make up. Rewrite the whole song. Here’s a hint: once you
start changing the words you may want to use a rhyming dictionary to help you
replace the original words with words that rhyme with them. Some standard
dictionaries have rhyming dictionaries in the back. Check it out.

My Song Parody

by

Original song

New title
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Selling the iImpossible S

Commercials will get you to buy
just about anything. You try it!
Try selling something no one
would ever buy. Like a pair of

smelly sneakers. Or a fish that

Hey Whe
Wants FreshFish
WhenYev canhave
This Stinky Dish g

5

has been hanging around the
fridge for three months. Yuk!

My Commercial

Are you tired, bored? Life going nowhere? Try
: (NAME OF OBJECT)

Suddenly your life will be different. is a wonderful
(NAME OF OBJECT)

product because

(FILL IN SOMETHING YOUR OBJECT CAN DO)

Everything will be more exciting with around
(NAME OF OBJECT)

because

(FILL IN SOMETHING YOUR OBJECT CAN DO)

will never let you down by
(NAME OF OBJECT)

. No sirree,

(FILL IN SOMETHING YOUR OBJECT WOULD NEVER DO)

one thing is for sure,

(NAME OF OBJECT)

is a product you can trust. So don’t wait around. Things aren’t getting any better.

Go out and get . You won’t regret it.
(NAME OF OBJECT)
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The Bigger, Better, New, and improved
Best Friend Commercial Parody!

00 000 0000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000O0OCO0COVCD

Commercials can be very funny. By appealing to our funny bones, companies can
often get to our wallets. Try writing your own humorous commercial all about
your best friend.

Step 1: Make a list of all your best friend’s most wonderful qualities:

Step 2: Fill in the blanks and write the finished commercial:

Are you down in the dumps? Life is going nowhere? Try

(NAME OF FRIEND)
(NAME OF FRIEND) :
Suddenly your life will be thrilling! is a wonderful
(FILL IN SOMETHING YOUR FRIEND CAN DO)
product because
(NAME OF FRIEND)
Everything will be electrifying with around
(FILL IN SOMETHING YOUR FRIEND CAN DO)
because
(NAME OF FRIEND)

will never let you down by

(FILL IN SOMETHING YOUR FRIEND WOULD NEVER DO)
. No sirree,

(NAME OF FRIEND)
one thing is for sure, is a product you can trust.

(NAME OF FRIEND)
So don’t delay. Act now. Go out and get

You won’t regret it.
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) You have probably had some unusual things happen to you that now seem very
funny. Humorous stories you write about yourself are called anecdotes. Can you
think of something funny that happened to you? Maybe you didn’t think it was
funny at the time, but now you do—or maybe it’s just a great story. Write your
anecdote in the space provided. Include as many details about the event as you
can remember.

Here are some The weirdest roadside stop
anecdote I wish I hadn’t said that
suggestions: The practical joke that backfirved
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Toss a Monkey Wrench into the Works
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Throwing a monkey wrench into the works
turns an otherwise calm event into a comic
catastrophe. What would happen at your
school science fair if Joe Q. Einstein, the class
genius, created a Frankenstein monster that
really came to life? What if you went to the
zoo and your little sister climbed into the
lion’s den. Begin your story on an ordinary
day. Pick a location where your story will take
place. Introduce your characters and make
everything as uneventful as possible, then
throw in your monkey wrench and see how it
changes your story. The unexpected is funny!
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Creating a Comic Monologue

) A comic monologue is a collection of jokes told by one person. Stand-up comics

use comic monologues in their routines. Many stand-up comics talk about current
events in their monologues. Look at a current newspaper and write your thoughts
on the news. Then write jokes about your observations. All jokes include a set-up,
or the information provided by the comedy writer, and a punchline, or the
unexpected idea that makes us laugh. You may want to work with a partner or

in a group.
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Ha, Ha, Homynyms

1. order; request for silence in the
courtroom, to place an order

2. spirit; a spectre or ghost, school
loyalty

3. pupils; the dark central opening of
the iris of the eye, a child or young
person in school

4. out; to go outside the home in the
company of one or more people, to
extinguish or put out

5. wave; a moving ridge or swelling in
the surface of the water, a wavelike
formation or shape in hair

6. dressing; a sauce for adding to a
salad, putting on clothing

What’s So Funny Ahout Bat?
1. a stout stick or club

2. a sharp blow

3. hit with or as if with a bat

4

. alarge group of flying mammals with
forelimbs modified to form wings

5. a turn at batting
6. blink or wink

7 an implement used to hit a ball (as in

baseball)

Hold the Phone-Iit’s Homophones!
1. hare; hair

hare: a swift, timid, long-eared mam-
mal distinguished from the related
rabbit by being open-eyed and furry
at birth.

hair: a threadlike outgrowth especial-
ly on the skin of mammals

2. knight; night
knight: a mounted warrior of feudal
times serving the king

night: the period between dusk and
dawn

3. dew; due

dew: moisture condensed on the
surface

due: something owed
4. hoarse; horse
hoarse: rough and horse in sound
horse: a large, solid-hoofed animal
5. eight; ate
- eight: one more than seven

ate: to have eaten

What’s the Meaning of This?

Note: these are just sample definitions,
students may come up with many more
that are also acceptable

Friday: the day that foods are fried
Audit: a very strange it

Bison: what Dad says when he leaves his
boy child

Pigsty: what a pig wears with his suit

Laundress: what the lawn wears to the
block party

Carpet: a dog in a Dodge

Quarterback: what you can’t get if you
lose it in a video game

Innocent: where Abraham Lincoln’s
face is

Dumbbell: a stupid ringer

1 Didn’t Mean That Literally!
“take the bus home”

“in hot water”

Answer Key BT



for your classroom

Joke Collection and Word Play

Berk, Meridith. Go Ahead—Make Me
Laugh. New York: Sterling Publications,
1993.

Rosenbloom, Joseph. The Gigantic Joke
Book. New York: Sterling Publications,
1978.

Terban, Marvin. Hey, Hay! A Wagonful of
Funny Homonym Riddles. New York:

~ Clarion Books, 1991,

Exaggeration

Allard, Harry. The Stupids Die. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1981.

Cleary, Beverly. Emily’s Runaway
Imagination. New York: William Morrow
and Company, 1961.

Dahl, Roald. James and The Giant
Peach. New York: Puffin Books, 1961.

. Matilda. New York: Puffin Books,

1961.

Kellogg, Steven. The Mysterious Tadpole.
New York: Dial Books for Young
Readers, 1981.

Lindgren, Astrid. Pippi Longstocking.
New York: Viking Press, 1950.

- Schwartz, Alvin. Whoppers: Tall Tales

and Other Lies Collected from American
Folklore. New York: J. B. Lippincott
Company, 1975.
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Personal Narratives
About Sibling Rivalry

Blume, Judy. Tales of a Fourth Grade
Nothing. New York: E. P. Dutton, 1972.

Spinelli, Jerry. Who Put That Hair in My
Toothbrush? Boston: Little Brown and
Company, 1984.

Fairy Tale Parodieé

Bolton, Martha. Humorous Monologues.
New York: Sterling Publications, 1989.

Scieska, Jon. The Stinky Cheese Man:
And Other Fairly Stupid Tales. New
York: Viking, 1992.











