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From Read It Again! Pre-K, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1992 Libby Miller and Liz Rothlein.

THE CARROT PARENT BuLLETIN/HOMEWORK

SEED Name Date

We are learning about carrots—how they grow, what they look
like, and how they taste. Our interest began when we read The
Carrot Seed by Ruth Krauss. This is a story about a little boy who
planted a carrot seed. Everyone in his family said it wouldn’t
come up. The little boy didn’t believe them. He continued to pull
weeds and water the ground around the seed. Then, one day, a
huge carrot grew, just as the little boy knew it would.

Please follow the directions below to help your child grow a
carrot.

Monday: Collect the following materials for your science experience: a carrot and a
shallow dish or pan.

Tuesday: Cut off the top inch of a carrot (see figure A), put it in a shallow pan or dish
of water (figure B), and place it on a sunny windowsill. Be sure to add water as it
evaporates.

A

Wednesday: Cut out the growth chart on page 20. Reinforce the chart by gluing it to a
piece of cardboard. After measuring the plant, chart the growth of the carrot leaves by
coloring in the spaces on the chart.

Return Date

Have your child bring his/her carrot and growth chart to school on
(allow two weeks to complete the experience).

Parent’s Signature:

READ IT AGAIN! 1 9
PRE-K



“UIR[YIOY ZI'T PUL BN 4qqrT 2661 © WBLIAdOD "s300g102xp009) 4q paystiqnd Y-24d juioby 1] poay woig

14
13
12

—
i

O
I

@)

O

Glue #8
here

Beginning Date

THE CARROT SEED: SCIENCE EXPERIENCE
Cut out numbers 8 through 14 (keeping them in a
strip); glue them to the top of numbers 1 through 7

to make a chart that measures to 14 inches.

Name

20 READ IT AGAIN!
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THE CARROT EvALUATION

SEED

Name Date

1. Is the child able to name the three things that the little boy did with his seed in the
story?
He planted the seed.
He watered the seed.
He pulled the weeds.

2. Is the child able to tell what happened to the seed? (it grew into a carrot)
yes no

3. Can the child name two things that can be done with a carrot besides growing?
Write the child’s answers in the space provided.

A

B.

4. Can the child name the part of the plant that we eat when we eat a carrot? (root)
yes no

Carrot Pattern

READ IT AGAIN! 2 1
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Additional Activities

1 Carrot and Raisin Salad

Make a copy of the recipe cards on pages 24 and 25 and laminate them.
Arrange the cards in the order shown in the recipe card below, along with the
ingredients and utensils, in the cooking center.

Carrot and Raisin Salad

1 carrot per child

wax paper

grater

2 small bowls

1 5-0z. paper cup per child
raisins

tablespoons

mayonnaise or salad dressing
1 plastic spoon per child

Wash hands.

Grate carrots over wax paper.

Put grated carrots in paper cup.

Add 5 raisins.

Add 1 tablespoon mayonnaise or salad dressing.
Stir.

Model how to follow the steps for making the salad. Then step back, watch
the activity, and enjoy!

2 How Many Ways Can You Eat a Carrot?

Discuss the ways in which a carrot can be eaten: raw, cooked, juiced, or baked in
cakes, cookies, and muffins. Following this discussion, plan a carrot-tasting party;
ask parents to provide a variety of carrot dishes.

3 Carrots Are Vegetables

Tell the children that carrots are vegetables. Discuss what a vegetable is and then
have the children name some vegetables. Make a list of the vegetables on the
chalkboard: peas, beans, squash, cauliflower, Brussels sprouts, broccoli, com,
spinach, lettuce. Pass out a variety of seed catalogs and magazines. Ask the
children to look through the magazines and cut out all the vegetables that they
can find. Finally, provide large sheets of paper to make a vegetable collage of all
their pictures.

4 Sprout a Carrot
Materials for Each Child: A few carrot seeds, a wet paper towel, and ziplock
plastic bag.

Sprinkle the seeds on the wet paper towel, and close the bag. Tape each
child’s name on the bag, and place the bags on a sunny windowsill. Check the
bags daily to see if the seeds have sprouted. Once they have sprouted, they can
be planted in small Styrofoam cups (which have had holes punched in the bottom
for drainage) and filled with soil. After planting the seeds, the children can
observe their plants and discuss what they see happening.

From Read It Again! Pre-K, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1992 Libby Miller and Liz Rothlein.
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THE CARROT
SEED

5 Carrot Seed Journals

As a follow-up activity to the planting experience, have each child make “My
Carrot-Seed Journal” in which he/she records what happens from the time the
carrot seeds are planted to when they grow. For example, on page 1, the
children can draw a picture of planting the seed; on page 2, a picture of watering
the seed. If individual journals are not feasible, make a “Class Carrot-Seed
Journal.”

My Carrot-Seed Journal

N~/

6 Carrot Prints
Materials:
carrots cut in half
orange tempera paint
a large sheet of paper
paper plate

Spread orange tempera paint on a paper plate. Have the children dip the
carrots in the paint and then print on the sheets of paper. Emphasize the color
orange by writing the word on the chalkboard and placing a sheet with orange
carrot prints next to it. Discuss and list other things that are orange.

7 Carrot, Carrot, Who Has the Carrot?

Seat the children in a circle. Play some music as a carrot is passed from child to
child. When the music stops, the child holding the carrot is asked to name
another vegetable. Encourage the children to think of vegetables that have not
been named before. Note: This is a good follow-up to activity number 3: making
a vegetable collage.

8 Which Carrot Stick Is the Longest? 20 ° g
Materials: Carrot sticks of different lengths

(3 to a ziplock plastic bag) and a paper towel

for each child.

Have the children wash their hands. Then ask them to arrange their carrot
strips from longest to shortest on the paper towel. Have the children take a bite
off the end of one carrot stick. Ask them questions such as, what happens when
they take a bite? Does the carrot get longer or shorter? Are the carrots still in the
right order from the longest to the shortest?

READ IT AGAIN! 2 3
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Summary

In this story, a mouse goes around asking the tails of other animals if
they want to be his friend. After asking a series of animal’s tails if they
want to be his friend, he asks the right tail and finds a friend.

Introduction

This is a story about a little mouse who asked many animals if they
wanted to be his friend. Have you ever wanted someone to be your
friend? Explain.

Discussion Questions
1 Who was the mouse looking for? (a friend)

2 Name some of the animals that the little mouse asked to be his
friend. (answers may vary)

3 Do you think it was a good idea that he asked the animals that he
did ask to be his friend? (answers may vary)

4 What do you think some of the animals thought when this little
mouse asked them to be his friend? (answers may vary)

5 Did the mouse find what he was looking for? Explain. (Yes,
because he found a friend.)

6 What do you think the mouse did after he found a friend? (answers
may vary)

From Read It Again! Pre-K, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1992 Libby Miller and Liz Rothlein.
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DO YOU WANT ORAL LANGUAGE ACTIVITY

TO BE MY Directions

FRIEND? After rereading Do You Want to Be My Friend? make a cluster
of all the animals seen in the story. Have the children draw one of
the animals found in the cluster on a 6" x 6" piece of paper. Label
the animals and staple them to headbands for the children to

wear while singing the following song. Sing the song to the tune
of “The Farmer in the Dell.”

The mouse wants a friend.
The mouse wants a friend.
Hi, Ho, the merry-o,

The mouse wants a friend.

The mouse finds a horse.
The mouse finds a horse.
Hi, Ho, the merry-o,

The mouse finds a horse.

Continue adding verses to the song in the same manner as the first two verses: the
mouse finds a bird, the mouse finds an alligator, the mouse finds a lion, the mouse finds
a hippopotamus, the mouse finds a seal, the mouse finds a monkey, the mouse finds a
peacock, the mouse finds a fox, the mouse finds a kangaroo, the mouse finds a giraffe,
the mouse finds a snake. End the song with the following verse:

The mouse finds a friend.
The mouse finds a friend.
Hi, Ho, the merry-o,

The mouse finds a friend.

READ IT AGAIN! 27
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LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITY
Animal Lotto

Directions
Place the learning center activity marker (p. 31) at the center.

Cut out the pictures on pages 29 and 30, glue them to

cardboard, laminate, and cut the pictures apart into puzzle pieces.

This activity is played like the game Concentration.

1. Place the animal puzzle pieces facedown on the table or
play area.

2. The first child chooses two pieces to turn over. If the animal
body and tail match, the child may keep the pieces and
take another turn. If the pieces do not match, the child
turns both pieces over and the next child takes a turn.

3. Continue in this manner until all the animals have been
matched.

Demonstrate this activity for the children, and provide time for

them to visit the center.

From Read It Again! Pre-K, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1992 Libby Miller and Liz Rothlein.
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LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITY MARKER

Find My Tail!

READ IT AGAIN!
PRE-K
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DO YOU WANT

TO BE MY
FRIEND?
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PARENT BuLLETIN/HOMEWORK

Name Date

We are reading Do You Want to Be My Friend? by Eric Carle.
This book is about a little mouse that asks the tails of many
different animals if they will be his friend. The animal’s tail is shown
on one page, and the next page shows the animal that goes with
the tail. The animals that the mouse asks to be his friend include a
horse, bird, alligator, lion, hippopotamus, seal, monkey, peacock,
fox, kangaroo, giraffe, snake, and finally another mouse.

The following game will be fun for you and your child to play
as you reinforce beginning sounds. Glue pages 32 and 33 to a
piece of cardboard (a cereal box would work). Cut the pieces
apart, mix them up, and then help your child match the correct
beginning letter to the animal that begins with that sound.

From Read It Again! Pre-K, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1992 Libby Miller and Liz Rothlein.
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DO YOU WANT EvALUATION
TO BEMY

FRIEND? Name Date
1. Is the child able to retell the story with a beginning, middle, and end? yes
2. Is the child able to tell who the mouse is looking for? (a friend) ves
3. What does the child think the mouse did after finding his friend? yes

Now have the child look at the words in the box below. Then answer the following
questions.

Do you want to be my friend?

4. Is the child able to “read” or recite the words to the sentence in the box?  yes
5. Is the child able to match the spoken word to the printed word when

you point to it? yes
6. Is the child able to point to the first word in the sentence? ves
7. Is the child able to point to the word my? yes

READ IT AGAIN!
PRE-K

no
no
no

no

no
no
no
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DO YOU WANT

TO BE MY
FRIEND?

Additional Activities

1 Phonics: Class “M” Sound Book

Make an initial-sound class book for the letter m sound. Brainstorm and cluster
words that begin with m. Write the words on a large sheet of paper or on the
chalkboard so they may be used as a reference when you make the pages of the
book.

Additional “m” words: mop,
monkey, measuring cup,
motorboat, mitten, mug, moon,
money, marble, mirror, mud.

Provide each child with a

preprinted page, as shown on e@
page 37. Ask them to choose a man
word from the cluster, write it in

the blank, and illustrate that word
on the page provided. Encourage the children to use their crayons to draw the
picture and to make their illustration as large as the space within the circle.
This page will then become a page in the class book. Try to use as many
different words as possible. Make the cover for the class book by cutting a circle
out of construction paper the size of the worksheet on page 37. Next cut two
circles from construction paper for the ears. Add them to the circle. Add eyes
(use wiggle eyes, adhesive dots, construction paper or felt markers or crayons)
and a construction-paper nose. Punch holes near the nose and thread yarn
through for whiskers.

The mouse found a

Figure 1

2 Fingerprint Mice

Give each child a piece of 6" x 6" paper, ink pads, and fine-point markers.
Demonstrate how to make mouse prints with fingers using the ink pad and
paper. Using the fine-point markers, add ears, whiskers, eyes, a tail, and legs.

READ IT AGAIN! 3 5
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3 Where Can You Find Me? - Classification Activity

Have the children recall all the animals found in the book and list them on the
chalkboard. (bird, alligator, lion, hippopotamus, seal, monkey, peacock, fox,
kangaroo, giraffe, snake, and a mouse) Classify the animals into the following
groups.

Zoo Animals Farm Animals Circus Animals Other Animals

Atfter they have classified these animals, ask them to name other animals that
would fit into these categories and list them on the board.

4 Snake Bulletin Board

Create a bulletin board by making a long snake out of green construction paper
(see the illustration of the snake in the book) that will stretch along the bulletin
board or chalkboard. Next, provide a variety of materials: construction paper,
varn, fur, fabrics, feathers. Ask each child to create one of the animals that the
mouse asked to be his friend. Then make an animal mural by putting each animal
on the snake.

5 Asking and Telling

The focus of this activity is to introduce the concept of asking sentences and
telling sentences. Have the children pretend that they are going on a trip to look
for a friend. Decide, as a group, where they would go (i.e., farm, circus, zoo,
grocery store, museum, moon). Write their chosen destination on the chalkboard.
With the children, cluster all the kinds of animals and people they might see at
this place.

Have the
children choose an
animal or person from
the cluster that they
would like to draw on
a 6" x 6" piece of
manila paper. Staple
the completed picture
on a piece of sentence
strip (big enough to fit around the child’s head). Let the children wear their friends
as a headband.

Use the headbands to act out the following question and answer activity

sung to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”

Substitute other animals or personalities for the animals that are underlined.

Question: Do you want to be my friend,
be my friend, be my friend?
Do you want to be my friend?
The mousie asked the horse.

Answer: Yes I want to be your friend, N

be your friend, be your friend? n
Yes I want to be your friend. 7w
Please come and play with me. \

From Read It Again! Pre-K, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1992 Libby Miller and Liz Rothlein.
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Summary
Goodnight Moon is about a little rabbit that says goodnight to all the
familiar things in his room as well as to the moon. It is written in rhyme.

Introduction

Goodnight Moon is a story about a little rabbit that says goodnight to the
many different things he can see from his bed. For example, he says
goodnight to the kittens, the mittens, the house, the mouse, and even
the moon. He finally falls asleep, and his room is dark and quiet. Who
or what do you say goodnight to before you go to sleep?

Discussion Questions

]. What were some of the animals that the little rabbit said goodnight
to? (answers may vary but may include cow jumping over the moon,
three little bears, two kittens, a mouse)

2 Why do you think the little rabbit said goodnight to so many things
before he could go to sleep? (answers many vary)

3 The little rabbit said goodnight to many things. What are some
things you do before you go to sleep at night? (answers may vary)

4 How do you think the rabbit felt about going to sleep? (answers
may vary)

5 Why do you think the mittens and socks were hanging on the
clothesline? (answers may vary but may include that they needed to dry)

6 Who do you think the grown-up rabbit in the chair was? (answers
may vary but may include mother or grandmother) Why do you think
she was there? (answers may vary)

From Read It Again! Pre-K, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1992 Libby Miller and Liz Rothlein.
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ORAL LANGUAGE AcCTIVITY
MOON Directions
Using the rhyming words from the story, choral-speak the
following. Allow the children to chant a rhyming word for each
line. Hold up the picture cards from the learning center activity on

pages 40 and 41 as the rhyming words are spoken.

Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, kittens.
Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, . (mittens)

Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, mouse.
Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, . (house)

Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, mush.
Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, . (brush)

Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, clocks.
Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, . {(socks)

After completing this chant, make up your own rhyming word chant using rhyming
words that are not found in the story. Have children illustrate each new word on a
6" x 6" piece of tagboard and label it. New pictures may be held up when saying the
new chant.

Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, man.
Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, . (pan, fan)

Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, bed.
Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, . (Ted, red)

Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, pig.
Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, . (wig, fig)

Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, car.
Goodnight, goodnight, goodnight, . (star, jar)

READ IT AGAIN! 39
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LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITY

Time to Rhyme Center: Concentration

Directions
Place Time to Rhyme Center activity marker (page 42) at the
learning center.

Cut out the pictures (on pages 40 & 41) and glue them to
index cards to make playing cards. Play concentration using the
cards by following these directions:

1. Turn cards facedown.

2. Player 1 turns over two cards. If the cards match, the
player may keep the cards. If the cards do not match, they
are placed facedown on the playing space.

3. Then, player 2 turns over two cards and follows the same
procedures as player 1.

4. Continue until all matches have been made.

From Read It Again! Pre-K, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1992 Libby Miller and Liz Rothlein.
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LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITY MARKER

Time to Rhyme Center

Concentration
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GOODNIGHT
MOON

PARENT BULLETIN/HOMEWORK

Name Date

This week we are reading Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise
Brown. It is a story about a little rabbit who says goodnight to the
many different things he can see from his bed before he falls
asleep. He says goodnight to mittens, kittens, a brush, the mush,
bears, chairs, spoons, and even the moon.

In this book, illustrations show a full moon as it crosses the
sky. Using the calendar below, chart how the moon looks each
night. To do this, go outside with your child and look into the
night sky, and then have your child draw how the moon looks on
the Goodnight Moon calendar. This activity will help your child
see how the moon gradually changes over a period of a month.
You may want to get a copy of Moon Seems to Change by
F. Branley. This book explains why the moon appears to change
shapes at different times.

Goodmght MOOn

SUNDAY MONDAY | TUESDAY THURSDAY SATURDAY
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1.

Is the child able to “hear” rhyming words? Say the following pairs of words and have
the child respond by raising a hand when the pairs rhyme. Circle yes if the child
responds correctly or no if the child responds incorrectly. Give the following example
before beginning the evaluation:

MoOw»

N

Practice
cat — hat Tell the child to raise his/her hand because the two words rhyme.
apple — alligator Tell the child to lower his/her hand because the two words do not
rhyme.

mouse —house yes no F. man - map yes  no

car — cat yes  no G. plane-train yes no

pig — jig yes  no H. soap —sock yes  no

hair — bear yes  no I. sky—pie yes  no

blue — boy yes  no J. red—bed yes  no

This activity evaluates the child’s concepts of print.

Directions (for worksheet on page 45).

Hauve the child cut apart the words on the solid lines at the top of the page and then
paste them in order in the long narrow box under his/her name. Then ask the child
to illustrate the sentence in the large box using crayons.

A. Did the child paste the words in order from left to right? yes no
B. Are all of the words “right-side-up”? ves no
C. Does the child’s picture relate to the sentence? yes no

Ask the child to read the words and point to each word as he/she reads it.

D. Is the child able to “read” the sentence? yes no
(Remember, reading at this level means has the child memorized the sentence.)
E. Does the child match the spoken word to the written word while reading and
pointing? ves no

44 READ IT AGAIN!
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Additional Activities

1 Phonics: Class “G” Sound Book

Make a Goodnight g book. Have the children cluster all the
words that they can think of that begin with the hard “g” sound (i.e., goat, girl).
Wirite the words on a large sheet of paper or on the chalkboard so that they can
be used for reference when making the pages of the book.

Give each child a copy of the worksheet on page 48. Model how to draw a
picture in the box provided on the worksheet. Encourage the children to use their
crayons to draw the picture and to make the picture as big as the space.
Demonstrate how to color the picture using controlled strokes. Model how to
write the “g” word on the line below the picture using a pencil. Put the
completed pages into a class book for everyone to enjoy.

2 Make rhyming headbands by cutting out the rhyming pictures on pages 40
and 41. Staple each picture to a length of sentence strip or to a piece of paper
that is long enough to fit around the child’s head. Use the headbands for acting
out the story Goodnight Moon. Read the story. As the rhyming words are read,
have the children listen for the word represented on their headbands and come
forward when they hear it. They could also put on the headbands and look for
someone with a rhyming headband.

3 Read other books about moons: Many Moons by James Thurber, Moon
Tiger by P. Root, Mooncake or Moongame by F. Asch, Moonlight by J.
Ormond. Compare and contrast these books with Goodnight Moon.

4 Using the recipe below, make Cheese Moons for snacktime:

Cheese Moons

2 cups grated cheddar cheese
2 cups whole wheat flour

1/2 cup vegetable oil

Add water to moisten

Stir all the ingredients together. Refrigerate the mixture for about 30
minutes. Give each child a tablespoon of dough. Tell them to roll the dough
into a small ball (the moon). Place the cheese moons on a greased cookie
sheet, and bake them 12-15 minutes in a 400° oven. This recipe makes
approximately 40 cheese moons.

5 Pop-Up Rhyming Book
Materials needed for each
book: a copy of the pop-up

book worksheet on pages 49

and 50, scissors, crayons and/

or markers, 1 piece of 4" x 4" %

construction paper, glue *
Before making the pop-up book,

discuss the rhyming words in Goodnight Moon (i.e., bears—chairs, kittens—
mittens, mush-brush, clocks—socks). Cluster the rhyming pairs on the chalkboard.

From Read It Again! Pre-K, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1992 Libby Miller and Liz Rothlein.
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GOODNIGHT
MOON

Other rhyming words may be added to the cluster.

Directions

You will need to prepare the worksheet for the pop-up book by following
steps A—C for Pre-K children and some kindergarten children.

A. Fold the pop-up worksheet (side 1) on the solid line.

B. Cut on dotted lines a and b.

C. Push solid line ¢ to the inside of the folded paper so that lines d and e
touch.

D. Have the children choose a pair of rhyming words for their rhyming
pop-up book. They should use crayons or markers to draw one of the rhyming
words on the front of the now-folded piece of paper. Write the name of the
rhyming word on the line next to Goodnight.

E. Ona4" x4" piece of paper, have the children draw a picture of a
word that rhymes with the picture on side 1. Write the name of the rhyming
word on the line (on side 2) next to Goodnight.

F. Glue the completed picture to the front of the pop-up tab on the inside
of side 2. When the book is opened, the picture on the inside will pop up.

Qg |
<
Goodnight . Goodnight . Goodnight .
A B C
%o
Goodnight _hat___ j@ B
/" Goodnight _cat .
D E F
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Summary

Here Are My Hands uses simple phrases and rhymes to identify key
parts of the human body and their functions. Children representing a
variety of ethnic backgrounds are featured throughout the book.

Introduction
This story tells about the different parts of our body and what they do.
Can you tell me the names of some of your body parts and what they do?

Discussion Questions

1 Name the body parts that were mentioned in the story and tell
what they do. (answers may vary)

2 This story says that hands are for catching and throwing. What are
some other things that you can use your hands for? (answers may vary)

3 What are some body parts that were not mentioned in the story?
(answers may vary)

4‘ This story said, “Here is my elbow, my arm, and my chin,” but it
did not say what these body parts do. What is your chin used for? What
do you use your arms for? What does your elbow do, and what is it used
for? (answers may vary)

5 In this story, many words rhyme: chin and in, crying and drying,
knowing and blowing. What are some other rhyming words? (answers
may vary)

6 The title of this book is Here Are My Hands. Do you think this is
a good title? Why or why not? (answers may vary)
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LIERE ARE ORAL !..ANGUAGE Activity
MY HANDS Directions
Using the tune of “Did You Ever See a Lassie?” sing and

dramatize “Have You Ever Seen My Hands?” Additional verses
may be added to emphasize different body parts: Have you ever
seen my feet jump up and down? Have you ever seen my eyes
open and close?

Have you ever seen my hands,
My hands, my hands,

Have you ever seen my hands,
Clap fast and loud?

Clap fast and loud,
Clap fast and loud,
Have you ever seen my hands,
Clap fast and loud?

Have you ever seen my hands,
My hands, my hands,

Have you ever seen my hands,
Clap soft and slow?

Clap soft and slow,
Clap soft and slow,
Have you ever seen my hands,
Clap soft and slow?
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Have you ever seen my hands,
My hands, my hands,
Have you ever seen my hands,
Wiggle up and down?

Wiggle up and down,
Wiggle up and down,
Have you ever seen my hands,
Wiggle up and down?

Have you ever seen my hands,
My hands, my hands,

Have you ever seen my hands,
Shake in front and in back?

Shake in front and in back,
Shake in front and in back,

Have you ever seen my hands,
Shake in front and in back?
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HERE ARE LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITY
MY HANDS Mr. Five Senses

Here Are My Hands is an excellent way to introduce the five
senses. These activities are devised to help children learn how
their eyes, ears, hands, nose, and mouth help them tell about the
world around them. The projects are designed for learning
centers or for small group instruction and participation.

Place the science center activity marker (p. 55) at the learning
station.

Sense of Sight

Materials: Sense of Sight Activity sheet (p. 56); these objects: crayon, flower, button,
paintbrush, pencil, paper clip, book, scissors, eraser, block, ball, puzzle piece, yarn,
apple, mug; and a tray.

Provide children with a copy of the activity sheet. Then place 10 of the 15 objects
listed in the materials section on a tray. Have each child look carefully at the tray for 15
to 20 seconds. Then take the tray away. Tell the children to circle all the pictures of the
objects that they saw on the tray and put an X on the objects that they did not see.
Check the answers with the children by holding up each object and matching it to the
answer sheet.

Sense of Taste
Materials: Wax paper, 3 spoons, salt, sugar, and flour.

Tear off a piece of wax paper for each child. Place a small amount of each
substance—salt, sugar, and flour—on the wax paper. Ask the children what sense they
will use to identify the substances. Since all of the powders look the same, they will have
to use their sense of “taste.” Allow the children to taste and identify the substances.
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Sense of Smell
Materials: 5 cotton balls, coffee crystals, cinnamon, garlic, onion, vinegar, 5 small paper
cups, tinfoil.
Sprinkle one cotton ball with coffee, one with cinnamon, and so
forth. Place the cotton balls in the cups and cover them tightly with a n
piece of tinfoil. Punch three small holes in the foil to allow the scent J
to escape. Next, pass the cups around, one at a time, allowing each
child a turn to smell. Tell them to think but not tell what is in the
cup until everyone has had a turn. After everyone has had a turn,
ask the children what was in the cup. Proceed in the same manner
with the next cup.

Sense of Hearing

& d Materials: Instruments such as rhythm sticks, sand blocks, finger
cymbals, triangles, bells, and maracas, and 5 blindfolds.

Show the children all the instruments and demonstrate
each of their sounds. Blindfold five children. Make sounds
using each instrument. Have the children hold up their
hands if they can identify the sound. Continue the activity
using a variety of instruments.

Sense of Touch
Materials: glue, felt-tip marker, 2 sets of 5 objects (2 buttons, 2 pieces of
sandpaper, 1 marble) 5 paper or cloth bags, and a 3" x 10"
piece of cardboard.
Glue one of each of the five objects on the cardboard and
label it. Place the matching object in a bag. Allow time for
children to feel the object in the bag and then guess what they
think the object is. They can check their answers by matching
the object to the object board.

000
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SENSE OF SIGHT ACTIVITY SHEET

HERE ARE
MY HANDS
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HERE ARE PARENT BuLLETIN/HOMEWORK
MY HANDS Name Date

The homework for this week reinforces the book that we are
reading in class. In a rhythmic, predictable manner, Here Are My
Hands, by Bill Martin, Jr., and John Archambault, tells about
different body parts and what they do. Please follow the directions
to help your child learn the name and location of some very
important parts of the human body.

Monday: Have your child name the different
parts of his/her body as you write them down on
a large sheet of paper. This technique is called
clustering, and it is an activity we do at school to
help children focus on a specific concept. In
addition to the body parts your child names, point
out and write down body parts your child did not
mention.

Tuesday and Wednesday: Do one of the following activities:

1. Have your child draw his/her body on a very large sheet of paper. Encourage your
child to draw the body “as big as the paper” using crayons and/or markers.

2. Find a sheet of paper large enough for your child to lie down on. Trace around his/
her body. Have your child fill in the features with marker, crayon, or paints.

Thursday: Have your child cut out the labels below. Help him/her match the labels
to the body parts you drew on Tuesday and Wednesday. Paste or glue labels onto the
body. Read sentences with your child by pointing to the words as you read. (Thursday’s
activity is appropriate for mature kindergarten and first-grade students.)

Friday: Have your child bring his/her completed body to school.

( Here is my hand. Here is my mouth. >
< Here is my eye. Here is my tongue. >
< Here is my neck. Here is my foot. >
< Here is my nose. Here is my knee. >
< Here is my elbow. Here is my ear. >
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HERE ARE EVALUATION
MY HANDS Name Date

1. This section evaluates the child’s awareness of his/her body.
A. Is the child able to name the following parts of the body when you point to them?

eyes  yes no_____ nose vYes_____ no___

ears ves no_____ ebbows ves_  no___

neck  vyes no__ cheeks yes_ ~ no__

heel yes no__ wrist ves_ = no_

chin  vyes no__ hands ves_  no___

toes ves no_____ fingerr yves_ ~ no___

feet yes no__ tongue yes_ _ no___

skin yes no_____ ankles ves_ ~ no_ /16
B. Is the child able to tell the function of the following body parts?

nose  ves no_____ hands ves_  no__

ears ves____ no_____ teeth vyes_ ~ no__

eyes  ves no___ /5

2. This activity evaluates the child’s concepts of print.
Directions (for worksheet on p. 59)
Have the child cut apart the words on the solid lines at the top of the page and then
paste them in order in the long narrow box under his/her name. Then ask the child
to use crayons to illustrate the sentence in the large box.

A. Did the child paste the words in order from left to right? yes no
B. Are all of the words “right-side-up”™? yes no
C. Does the child’s picture relate to the sentence? yes no

Ask the child to read the sentence pointing to each word as it is being read.

D. Is the child able to “read” the sentence? yes no
(Remember, reading at this level means has the child memorized the sentence.)
E. Does the child match the spoken word to the written word while reading and
pointing? yes______no_____ /5
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Additional Activities

1  Phonics: Class “H” Sound Book
Make a class “h” sound book. Have the children cluster all the words that they
can think of that begin with
the “h” sound. Write the
words on a large piece of
paper or on the chalkboard
so that the children can refer
to them as they work.

Give each child a copy
of the worksheet on page 62.
Model how to draw a picture
in the box provided on the
worksheet. Ask the children to draw a
picture of something that begins with
the “h” sound. Encourage them to use
their crayons and to make their picture as
big as the space. Demonstrate how to color
the picture using controlled strokes. Model how to write the “h” word on the line
below the picture using a pencil.

Put the completed pages into a class book for everyone to enjoy.

2 Handprint Mural
Make a classroom mural of the children’s handprints. Lay out a large sheet of
paper on the floor. Then set up Styrofoam meat trays, each containing a thin
layer of various colors of tempera paint. Write the caption, HERE ARE MY
HANDS, across the top of the paper.

Tell the children to open their hand and press it into one color of paint and
then make their handprint on the mural paper. Have each child write his/her
name below the handprint. Display the handprints on a bulletin board or wall.

3 Plaster-of-Paris Handprints

Have each child bring in a tinfoil pie plate. Purchase a bag of Plaster of Paris at a
hardware store. Mix the Plaster of Paris according to the directions on the
package. Pour approximately 3/4" plaster into each pie plate. Help each child
put his/her hand into the plaster to make a handprint. Allow the prints to dry
overnight. When the plaster is completely dry, remove the pie plate. The
handprint can be taken home as a gift.

4 Mr. Five

Senses Book

There is nothing a

child enjoys more _‘_\
than to have his/ lowers
her very own book

to take home and

share with friends,

parents, and

grandparents. The Mr.

Five Senses Book is a
delightful way to help children

Noses
can Smell...
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SI

ERE ARE

HANDS

become aware of the five senses, the days of the week, and numerals and sets
through 5. The sentences on each page follow a definite rhythmic, predictable
language pattern that makes beginning reading exciting and fun.

Materials: One copy of Mr. Five Senses (pp. 63-68) for each child, crayons or
markers, and a pencil.

First, pose the question, What do you think Mr. Five Senses smelled on
Monday? Next, cluster the children’s answers on the board. Pass out the
worksheet on the sense of smell. Read the sentence on the worksheet (p. 64)
with the children. Point to each word as you read. Have the children draw the
one thing that Mr. Five Senses smelled on Monday. Model how to draw the
picture using the entire space provided on the worksheet. Have the children write
the word on the line provided.

Follow the same procedure for the sheets about Tuesday through Friday.
Atfter the children decide what two things Mr. Five Senses tasted on Tuesday,
have them draw the exact same thing in each box (one thing per box). This is to
help them learn to follow directions and understand math concepts.

Once the pages of the book are completed, have the children draw Mr.
Five Senses on the cover (p. 63).
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Mr. Five Senses
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On Monday Mr. Five Senses
smelled 1
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- On Tuesday Mr. Five Senses
. tasted 2
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On Wednesday Mr. Five Senses
heard 3
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On Thursday Mr. Five Senses
- saw 4
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On Friday Mr. Five Senses
touched 5
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Author
Laura Joffe Numeroff

INlustrator
Felicia Bond

Publisher
Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc.,
1985

Pages
28

Other Books by Numeroff
We know of no other books.

Summary

A little boy invites a mouse to eat a piece of cookie and that is only the
beginning. The friendship between the mouse and the boy develop as
the story progresses.

Introduction

At the beginning of the story, a little boy is sitting outdoors reading a
book and eating cookies. He offers a mouse a cookie and from there on
the mouse wants a glass of milk, a straw, a napkin, and so on. As the
story unfolds, the little boy and the mouse become friends. Do you think
it was a good idea to offer the mouse a cookie? Why or why not?

Discussion Questions

1 Why do you think the boy offered the mouse a cookie? (answers
may vary)

2 What do you think would be a good name for the mouse? A good
name for the boy? Explain your choices. (answers may vary)

3 Do you think the mouse and the boy knew each other before the
boy gave him the cookie? Why or why not? (@answers may vary)

4.' What are some other things the mouse might have wanted?
(answers may vary)

5 What do you think would have happened next if the story had not
ended? (answers may vary)

6 What do you think the boy’s mother said when she got home and
saw the house? (answers may vary)
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IF YOU GIVE A ORAL LANGUAGE AcCTIVITY

MOUSE A Directions
COOKIE Write the following rhyme on a large piece of chart paper or on

the chalkboard.

If you give a mouse a cookie,
He might want a hat.
If you give a mouse a cookie,
He might want a pat.

The focus of this activity is on rhyming word families. Brainstorm words that rhyme with
at (cat, hat, mat, rat, bat). As the children share their responses, write and illustrate the
words on the chalkboard. Use the words to fill in the blanks in the rhyme below. Choral-
read with the children.

If you give a mouse a cookie,
He might want a
If you give a mouse a cookie,
He might want a

Other rhyming word families may be introduced and used to complete the rhyme above
(i.e., -all, -en, -ill).

You may wish to make a class book using the worksheet on page 71. Place the
children in cooperative pairs. Give each child a worksheet. Ask them to decide on a pair
of rhyming words that they will use to fill in the blank on the worksheet and then
illustrate. Children may use the cluster as a reference or they may try to come up with
their own rhyming words.
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LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITY

MOUSE A Directions

COOKIE Place the Mouse’s Sorting Center activity marker (p. 74) at the
learning center.

Copy the picture on this page and page 73. Glue them to a
sheet of cardboard, laminate it, and cut them apart on the solid
lines. Put the picture pieces in a small box. Provide two additional
boxes for sorting the pictures. Cover one box with red paper and
write, “Things mouse did not ask for.” Cover the other box with
blue paper and write, “Things mouse did ask for.” Then ask the
children to recall all the things that the mouse asked for after the
boy gave him the cookie. Sort the pictures accordingly.

Note: You can make an answer key by copying the pictures
on this page and the next, and then color coding them. Draw a
blue circle around the pictures showing what the mouse asked
for and a red circle around the pictures showing what the mouse

did not ask for.

IF YOU GIVE A
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LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITY MARKER

Mouse’s Sorting Center

Things the mouse Things the mouse
asked for. did not ask for.
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IF YOU GIVE A
MOUSE A

COOKIE

PAReNT BuLLETIN/HOMEWORK

Name Date

This week we are reading If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by
Laura Joffe Numeroff. It is about a little boy who gave a mouse a
cookie, and they become friends. As a class, we would like to
have a cookie party and make a cookbook of favorite cookie
recipes. This activity will also help the children become familiar
with the vocabulary used in recipes and cooking. Please help your
child complete the following activities, and please use the
following words with your child as you do this week’s homework:
recipe, ingredients, directions, stirring, measuring,
temperature, oven, bowl, aisle.

Monday: Sit down with your child and look through a cookbook to choose a
favorite cookie recipe. Discuss what a recipe is, what ingredients you will need, and the
directions you will have to follow. Make a list of the ingredients you will need, and take
it to the store with you on Tuesday.

Tuesday: Take your child to the grocery store to buy the ingredients for your
cookies. Have your child discover where the different items are located (i.e., butter in the
dairy aisle, flour in the baking aisle).

Wednesday: Please print the recipe in the space provided on the attached sheet.
Have your child draw a picture of the ingredients that were needed to make the cookies.
We will put all the recipes together into a “Mouse’s Favorite Cookie Recipe Book,”
which will be duplicated and sent home.

Thursday: Have your child help you make a small batch of cookies to send to
school on Friday. Allow your child to help measure, stir, and so on.

Friday: Have your child bring his/her cookies and recipe to school to share.
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Box 1: Write the name of the recipe.

Box 2: Child: Draw pictures of the ingredients you will need to make the cookies.

Box 3: Parent: Print the recipe for the cookies.

Shared by Q‘
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FYOUGVEA [

l\C/I(())(L)J%I%A Name Date

1. Provide each child with a sheet of paper that has been folded into eight squares.
Have the child draw the eight different things (one per box) that the mouse wanted
after the boy gave him a cookie.

2. This activity evaluates the child’s concept of print.
Directions (for worksheet on p. 78)
Have the child cut apart the words on the solid lines at the top of the page and then
paste them in order in the long narrow box under his/her name. Ask the child to
illustrate the sentence in the large box.

A. Did the child paste the words in order from left to right? yes no
B. Are all the words “right-side-up”? yes no
C. Is the child able to “read” the sentence? yes no
(Remember, reading at this level means has the child memorized the sentence.)
D. Does the child match the spoken word to the written word while reading and
pointing? ves no
E. Does the child’s picture relate to the sentence? yes no
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IF YOU GIVE A
MOUSE A
COOKIE

Additional Activities

1

Mouse Cookies
prepackaged refrigerator sugar cookie mix ' ‘
wax paper
raisins
toothpicks

Give each child a “lump” of cookie mix. Break off a large piece of the
cookie dough to make the mouse’s head and two small pieces to form the
ears. Roll the large piece into a ball on a piece of wax paper and then
flatten (for the head). Roll the two smaller pieces into balls and add ears. Use
raisins for the eyes and nose. Use toothpicks to draw whiskers. Place in
oven using the temperature guide on the package. Enjoy.

2 What More Could a Mouse Want?
Materials: An 8-1/2" x 11" sheet of paper for each child and a wide variety of
magazines.

Ask the children to make a collage of pictures of things the mouse might
have wanted if the story had continued. Allow time to share the completed
collage.

3 Toy Mice

Toy mice come in many shapes and forms: Mickey Mouse, Minnie Mouse,
windup mice, rubber mice. Invite the children to bring in their stuffed or toy mice.
Provide a table to display them. Allow time to share.

4 More Mice

Mice are frequently used as characters in books. Ask the children to share other
stories that they have read or heard in which a mouse is a character. Invite them
to bring in copies of these books; check some out of the library and make them
available to the children.

5 Mouse Bookmarks
Materials: grey or brown construction paper, scissors, glue, strips of cardboard
cut into bookmark size (2" x 6"), markers or crayons, yarn, hole punch

Have the children cut a circle for the mouse’s head and two smaller circles
for the ears. Glue these onto the strip of cardboard. Add eyes and a nose using
markers or crayons. Glue small strips of yarn for the whiskers. Punch a hole on
the bottom end of the cardboard and add a 4" or 5" piece of yarn for the
mouse’s tail. When the bookmark is used, the head will peek over the top edge of
the book and the tail will hang down below the book.
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Publisher
G. P. Putman’s Sons, 1980

Pages
22

Other Books by Hill

Spot’s First Easter, Spot Goes
to the Farm, Spot Goes to the
Beach, Spot Goes to School,
Spot’s First Christmas, Spot’s
Birthday Party, Spot’s First
Walk

READ IT AGAIN!
PRE-K

Summary

Sally peeks into a closet, a clock, a piano, and so on, as she looks for
Spot. While looking for Spot, she finds a bear, a lion, a snake, an
alligator, and other animals. Finally, she finds Spot hiding in a basket.

Introduction
The title of this book is Where’s Spot? Who do you think Spot is? Do
you think this is a good title for the book? Why or why not?

Discussion Questions

1 What is the dog’s name that is looking for Spot? (Sally) How would
you know? (Sally is written on the dog’s dish beside Spot’s dish)

2 What were some of the animals Sally found while she was looking
for Spot? (answers may vary but may include a bear, a monkey, a snake,
a hippo, a lion, an alligator, penguins, a turtle)

3 Which animal had the best hiding place? Why? (answers may vary)
4 Who told Sally where to find Spot? (the turtle)

5 If you were looking for a little dog that was hidden in your house,
where might you look? (answers may vary)

6 Who do you think Sally is? Explain. (answers may vary)
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ORAL LANGUAGE AcTIVITY

WHERE'S Sl

SPOT? Directions
Sing the following song to the tune of “Oh, Where? Oh, Where
Has My Little Dog Gone?”
Oh, where?

Oh, where has my little Spot gone?

Oh, where?

Oh, where can he be?

He is hiding under the big blue chair.

Oh, that’s where my little Spot is!

Cluster additional places where Spot might hide. Include a preposition, two adjectives,

and a noun. Write a new sentence using the words from the list.

He is hiding the
Adjectives
Preposition Size Color Noun
under L@_l big W red bed N
over [@] enormous i’:@, green tree g@
7N\
behind tiny blue bird
—® b ¥
long purple boat

" &

)

NCEW

Use picture clues to help the children identify the words that were clustered.
Sing the song through and substitute the new sentence for the sentence in the bold

type. The new sentences may be written on large pieces of paper, illustrated by the
children, and bound into a class book.
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Directions

Read Where’s Spot? to the children, stopping before the last
page of the story. Ask the children to predict who or what Spot
is. Cluster their answers on the chalkboard or on a large piece of
chart paper.

In the box on page 83, have the children illustrate what they think
Spot would look like. Complete the sentence at the bottom of the
page. Share and display the pictures.
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LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITY

WHERE'S How Big Are Spot’s Bones? - Classification
SPOT? . .
Place the center activity marker (p. 85) at the learning center.
Materials

A permanent marker, paper plates (or plastic containers) to represent dog food bowls, 3
different size dog biscuits, and a large dog biscuit box to store the dog biscuits.
Directions
Label paper plates or plastic containers using the word cards below.

Have the children sort or classify the dog biscuits according to size by placing the
biscuits on the right plate or in the appropriate container.

large

e

medium

small
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How big are Spot’s bones?

READ IT AGAIN! 8 5
PRE-K



WHERE'S PAReENT BuLLETIN/HOMEWORK

SPOT? Name Date

This week we are reading Where’s Spot? by Eric Hill. In this
book a dog named Sally is looking for another dog named Spot.
She looks behind a door, inside a clock, inside a piano, and under
the stairs for Spot and finally finds him in a basket.

This week’s homework will reinforce the positional words that
were found in the story: in, under, and behind.

Monday: Color the picture of Spot below, cut him out, and glue him to a piece of
cardboard (the front or back of a cereal box would work well). Next, staple or tape Spot
to a popsicle stick or tongue depressor to make a puppet.

Tuesday: Play “Simon Says” by substituting Sally for Simon (i.e., Sally says, “Put
Spot in the drawer”). Give oral directions to your child and have him/her hide Spot in
different places in your home.

Wednesday: Play “Sally Says,” and have your child put Spot under objects.

Thursday: Continue with “Sally Says” by having your child hide Spot behind
objects.

Friday: Have your child bring Spot to school.

Parent’s Signature
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WHERE'S EvALUATION
SPOT?

Name

Date

1. Is the child able to identify who Spot is? yes

no

2. Is the child able to tell where Sally found Spot? yes

no

3. Have the child point to the picture that shows Spot under the hat. Is the child able

to point to the picture? yes no

4. Have the child point to the picture that shows Spot in the wagon. Is the child able to

point to the picture? yes no

O OP

65
OO

5. Have the child point to the picture that shows Spot behind the tree. Is the child able

to point to the picture? yes no

7772\

A /— N1\
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Additional Activiti
WHERE'S “
SPOT? 1 Where’s Spot? Class Book

Materials: One 4" x 6" and 9" x 12" piece of manila paper for each student,
stapler, and crayons.

Brainstorm other places Spot might hide. Record the answers on a large piece of
paper or on the chalkboard. (Answers may need illustrations.)

After brainstorming, distribute a 4" x 6" sheet of paper to
each child. Ask the child to use the chart or think of an
additional place where Spot might hide and illustrate that
place on the paper.

Next, staple the picture to
the 9" x 12" piece of paper so
that you make a flap that can
be lifted. Then ask the children to draw a pictureof |  Ez=—=

Spot under the flap.
Finally have each child draw his/her picture

looking for Spot. Add a speech bubble that says,

“Where’s Spot?”

READ IT AGAIN!
PRE-K

From Read It Again! Pre-K, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1992 Libby Miller and Liz Rothlein.



From Read It Again! Pre-K, published by GoodYearBooks. Copyright © 1992 Libby Miller and Liz Rothlein.

WHERE'S
SPOT?

2 Phonics: Class “S”
Sound Book

Materials: One 12" round
paper circle for each child (a
45 rpm record makes a good
pattern for a circle), one 9" x
12" piece of heawy paper
(tagboard, posterboard),
stapler, crayons, wiggle eyes
(optional).

Make a class sound book by
having the children cluster all the
words they can think of that begin with
the “s” sound (as in sun). Write the
words on the chalkboard so that the children can refer to them as they work.
Additional “s” words: star, soap, sunflower, skin, Santa, Superman, sick, sand,
suit, suitcase, socks, silver, slipper, Spot, Sally, sea, snow, snowman, soup, sun,
sunbeam.

Give each child a circle. Have the children select one “s” word to illustrate
on their circle for the class book. Write along the bottom edge of the circle, “Spot
sees .” Fill in the blank with the word that corresponds to the
picture that the child has drawn. Collect the finished pictures and follow the
directions below to put the book together.

Add a plain circle
to be used for the
cover and Spot’s
face. Staple to the
top of the poster
board.

Use markers or Add body.

construction ‘
paper to add A ‘

ears, eyes, and

nose. "

\L Ll

3 Where Is Spot Hiding? Class Game

Bring in a stuffed dog (or have a child loan a stuffed dog to the class) and name it
Spot. Send four or five children out of the room at a time. Allow one of the
children remaining in the room to hide Spot. When the children who have been
out of the room return, tell them to ask questions about where the dog is
hiding—Is Spot in a desk? Is Spot under a desk? The child who hid the dog may
respond be saying “you are hot” if the guess was close or “you are cold” if the
guess was not close. Continue until the dog is found, or establish a certain

number of guesses that are allowed before telling where the dog is hidden.
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4 A Trip to the Pet Shop

Take the children on a field trip to a pet store and have them look at all the
different kinds of pets, including dogs. If possible, have someone at the pet store
tell the children the important things they should know about owning a dog as a
pet. If it is not possible to go to a pet store, pet store managers may be interested
in bringing some of the pets to the classroom. A dog obedience trainer would
also make an interesting guest speaker.

5 Pet Day

Set aside a specific day for pet sharing. When appropriate, some pets may be
brought into the classroom for a short time. If this is not appropriate or feasible,
ask the children to bring in pictures of their pets. Display these pictures and allow
time for the children to share their pets. As a culmination to this activity, list all
the different pets that the children have. Make tally marks beside each pet to find
the number of children who have each of the pets mentioned.

i I el VT

Make a graph on the chalkboard or on a large sheet of paper showing the
different pets the children have.

(D oD By | B8 | 3] | other

6 Hot Dog Kabobs
Try these delicious “Hot Dog Kabobs” for snacktime.

Hot Dog Kabobs
1/2 hot dog per child cherry tomatoes
wooden skewers green pepper chunks
pineapple chunks mushrooms

Cut the hot dogs into 1/2" pieces. Show the children how to put the items
on the skewer by alternating the foods. Finally, put them on a broiler pan
and bake at 375° for about 15 minutes. Serve on paper plates.
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The Good Mousekeeper,
Another Mouse to Feed,
Herman the Helper, How
Spider Saved Valentine’s Day,
Leo the Late Bloomer, Mert the
Blurt, Milton the Early Riser,
Spider’s First Day At School

Summary

Whose Mouse Are You? tells about a mouse that couldn’t find his
family. Finally, he rescues the members of his family and gains a new
baby brother. At the end, everyone is happy.

Introduction

This is a story about a mouse that felt lonely because his family was not
with him. Have you ever been all alone? If so, how did it feel? If not,
how do you think it would feel?

Discussion Questions

1 How do you think the mouse felt at the beginning of the story?
(sad, lonely) Why? (because the mouse was lonely without a family)

2 Where was the mouse’s mother? (inside a cat) Where was the
mouse’s father? (caught in a trap) Where was the mouse’s sister? (far
from home) Where was the mouse’s brother? (he didn’t have one)

3 Do you think the mouse was clever? Explain. (answers may vary)

4’ Why do you think the sister was far from home? (answers may
vary)

5 Is this story real or pretend? Explain. (answers may vary)

6 How did the mouse feel at the end of the story? (happy) Why? (he
had his family back plus a new brother)
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WHOSE ORAL LANGUAGE ACTIVITY
MOUSE ARE

YOU?

Materials
Pictures of mice including photographs and cartoons, a large piece of chart paper,
markers, a sentence strip

Directions

1. Display the pictures of mice. Have the children describe the different characteristics
they see (furry, fat, gray, pink, long-ailed, silly, funny, tiny, goofy, dizzy, creepy, sad,
happy). Write the words on the board and illustrate their meaning.

2. On the large piece of chart paper, write the following:

Three mice.
Three mice.
See how they run.
See how they run.

They all ran after the farmer’s wife.

She cut off their tails with a carving knife.
Did you ever see such a sight in your life
As three mice?

Wirite the describing words that the children used to characterize the mice on a
sentence strip. Insert the words in the space provided to change the nursery rhyme,
such as three silly mice, three long-tailed mice, three pink mice.

3. The new verses can be printed on additional pages of chart paper and bound

together to make a big book. Children can illustrate the verses using markers or
crayons.
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LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITY
Place the Mouse Costume Center activity marker (p. 94) at the
learning center

Materials

One large brown grocery bag for each child (with a circle cut out for child’s face to show
through), pipe cleaners (for whiskers), yarn (for tail), hole punch, felt markers or crayons,
glue.

Directions

Place supplies needed for the costume at the center. Then model how to make the

paper-bag costume. Have the children take turns creating their own mouse costume.
Write the text from Whose Mouse Are You? on a large piece of chart paper. Have

the children wear their costumes while sitting in a circle and choral-reading Whose

Mouse Are You? Allow the children time to interact and act out the mouse characters

by asking each other the following questions:

Whose mouse are you?
Where is your mother?
Where is your father?
Where is your sister?
Where is your brother?
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LEARNING CENTER ACTIVITY MARKER

Mouse Costume Center
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PAReNT BuLLETIN/HOMEWORK

| | Name Date

This week we are reading Whose Mouse Are You? by Robert
Kraus. This is a story about @ mouse that can’t find his family.
Finally he rescues the members of his family and gains a new
brother, and everyone lives happily ever after.

This week’s homework will reinforce the following math
concepts: recognizing numerals to 5, counting objects to five,
making sets to five, and making comparisons.

Monday: Collect the following materials that you will need to complete the
homework activities for this week: the mouse pattern, crayons or felt markers, yarn, a
hole punch, and cardboard or posterboard.

Using the attached mouse pattern, cut five mice out of cardboard or posterboard.
Have your child color the mice, adding eyes and whiskers. Then put one dot on the first
mouse, two dots on the second mouse, three dots on the third mouse, and so forth.
Punch a hole in each mouse where the tail would be. Cut five pieces of string or yarn of
different (or varying) lengths (i.e., 5", 4", 3"). Insert the yarn or string through the holes
and tie it securely to make a tail for each mouse.

5

LT et

@,
G
.
Tuesday: Have your child put the mice in order—the longest tail to the shortest tail.

Then ask your child which mouse has the shortest tail? Which has the longest tail?
Which has the middle-size tail?

Wednesday: Ask your child to count the dots on each mouse and then place them
in correct numerical order. After the mice are put in order, have your child count the
mice.
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Thursday: You will need five pieces of paper with the numerals 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5
written on them (a different numeral on each piece of paper). Have your child put the
five mice in order starting from the left with the mouse with one dot followed by two
dots, three dots, and so on. Have your child match the paper with the numerals on it to
the mouse with the matching number of dots.

Friday: Review the activities with your child and have him/her bring the mice to
school on Monday. We will continue to use the mice at school to reinforce math
concepts. Thank you and have fun!!!
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WHOSE EVALUATION
MOUSE ARE

YOU? Name Date

1. This activity evaluates the child’s ability to recall details from an orally read story.

Is the child able to answer the following questions?

A. Where is the mouse’s mother? (inside the cat) yes no

B. Where is the mouse’s father? (caught in a trap) yes no

C. Where is the mouse’s sister? (far from home) yes no

D. What did the mouse get at the end of the story? (a brother) yes no

2. This activity evaluates the child’s concept of print.
Directions (for worksheet on p. 98)
Have the child cut apart the words on the solid lines at the top of the page and then
paste them in order in the long narrow box. Ask the child to illustrate the sentence
in the large box.

1. Did the child paste the words in order from left to right? yes no

2. Are all the words “right-side-up”™? yes no

3. Is the child able to “read” the sentence? yes no

4. Does the child match the spoken word to the written word while reading and
pointing? ves no

5. Does the child’s picture relate to the sentence? yes no
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WHOSE

MOUSE ARE
YOU?

Additional Activities

1 Mouse Puppets
Materials: Scissors, construction paper, paste or glue,

markers, Styrofoam cups, yam.

Have the children tear or cut pieces of construction paper to make mouse
ears and glue them to the cup. Next they can use markers to draw the eyes,
nose, and whiskers. Third, have them punch a hole in the appropriate place on
the cup and string a length of yarn through it to make a tail. Finally, have the
children dramatize Whose Mouse Are You? using their mouse puppets.

2 Mouse Cheese Delights

Discuss a mouse’s favorite food—cheese. Using the recipe below, make “Mouse
Cheese Delights” and have a party to celebrate the mouse family reunion. In
addition to the ingredients listed, you will need an iron, paper plates, and plastic
knives.

Mouse Cheese Delights
2 slices of bread for each student
butter, softened
2 slices of cheese for each student
tinfoil

Help children create their own grilled cheese sandwiches. Each child will
need to butter the outside of each slice of bread (make sure the butter is soft
enough to spread easily). Next, have them place slices of cheese on the
bread. Wrap the sandwich in tinfoil. Then using an iron, iron both sides of
the tinfoil (1 to 2 minutes on each side). Unwrap, eat, and enjoy!

3 Different Kinds of Mice

There are many books about mice. Make available books such as Once a Mouse
by Marcia Brown and Alexander and the Wind-Up Mouse by Leo Lionni. Read
the books aloud or allow the children to peruse them. Then discuss which mouse
stories they like best and why. The differences and similarities can also be
discussed.

4 Mice Pets

Mice make good classroom pets. Contact your local pet store and investigate the
possibility of getting mice for your classroom—if not on a permanent basis,
perhaps for a day or two. Allow the children to observe the mice. Finally, discuss
the characteristics of the mice they observe.

5 A Mouse Tail

Cut ribbon or crepe paper into approximately 3-ft. lengths to create a tail for
each child. Attach “tails” to each child’s back using tape or tucking them into
pants or skirts. Encourage the children to move like mice, swishing their tails
about, as music is played.
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6 “Quiet as a Mouse” Award

Create a “Quiet as a Mouse” award by making a simple mouse shape and writing
“Quiet as a Mouse” on it. Then explain to children that mice move very quietly.
Explain that the phrase “quiet as a mouse” is a saying that has been passed down
over the years to mean someone who is very quiet. Tell them that if they are very
quiet for a specified period or during a specific activity where quiet is needed,
they will receive the “Quiet as a Mouse” award to wear.

7 Thumbprint Mice

Provide an inked stamp pad and some small sheets of paper. Show the children
how they can make thumbprints by putting their thumbs on the stamp pad and
then the sheet of paper. Once the prints are made, have the children create a
mouse by adding ears, whiskers, eyes, and a tail using a thin felt-tip marker.
Encourage them to make the mouse family they read about in Whose Mouse
Are You?
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