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Vocabulary Discoveries
As you are gathering information about your research state, you will discover many new 
words that describe your state in some way. These words may define a special geographical 
feature, cultural or recreational activity, regional occupation, or regional food. You are sure to 
uncover many such words in your research work. Write your vocabulary discoveries on the 
bottom of this page along with their definitions. When you have completed your list, share it 
with your classmates. Your teacher may wish to compile the words into a class booklet.

An example has been started for you.

Example:

Louisiana
Vocabulary Word

parish

Definition

Name given to the counties in the state of Louisiana

State: ______________________________________________________

Vocabulary Word Definition
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Musical States
Many states have had popular songs written about them. Can you recall any? “California, 
Here I Come,” “The Tennessee Waltz,” and “Nothing Could Be Finer than to be in Carolina” are a 
few favorite examples. Some states have lesser known state songs. Try to locate the title and 
lyrics for a song written about your research state. Write them in the space below. Learn the 
music and sing or play it at the States Fair. Tell whether or not it is the official state song.

My State Song

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Native Americans
America was once inhabited by tribes of Native Americans who built civilizations in 
different parts of the country. The Eastern Woodlands Indians lived in the area from Maine 
to Florida from the Atlantic Ocean to the Mississippi River. The Plains Indians lived west of 
the Mississippi and moved around the area frequently. The Southwest Indians were found 
in the high regions of Arizona and New Mexico. The Seed Gatherers wandered through the 
area from Nevada to Eastern California, and the Northwest Fishermen inhabited the Pacific 
coastal area of Oregon and Washington.

Using the reference information that you uncover, name a tribe of Native Americans that 
inhabited your research state and briefly describe its civilization in the space below. What 
kinds of homes did the people in the tribe have? What kinds of foods did they eat? What 
were their main occupations? How did they get along with neighboring tribes?

Name of state: _______________________________________________________________

Name of Native American tribe: _________________________________________________

Information

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________



Jo
u

rn
ey

 A
ro

u
n

d 
th

e 
N

at
io

n

Name ______________________________________  Date ______________________

Research Skills

28 ©
 G

oo
d 

Ye
ar

 B
oo

ks

Shoe Box Scenes
Bring a shoe box, gift box, or small cardboard box to school. Create an imaginary scene of 
your research state. Cut out a backdrop from travel folders or draw your own. Place clay or 
cardboard figures in the scene. Label the scene to show what is happening. In the space 
below, draw a sketch of your idea.
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Make a Bibliography
A bibliography contains a list of books or other 
materials (such as pamphlets, films, and filmstrips) 
that were used to gather information—in this case, 
information about your research state. Prepare 
your own bibliography in the space below. Use the 
category headings to help you organize it.

	 Name of Book	 Author	 Publisher	 Copyright Date	 Pages Used

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________





Section III 

Creative  
Thinking Skills

Section III: Creative Thinking Skills
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Spin a Tale
Perhaps you have wondered how a city, town, or river in your research state got its name. 
Some names are derived from special geographical features. Some reflect the state’s early 
settlers. Other names are more difficult to explain. Consider names such as Paradise, Texas; 
Opportunity, Wisconsin; and Deadwood, South Dakota!

Choose a city, town, river, or other geographical feature of your research state for which you 
cannot determine the origin of its name. Create a tall tale to explain it! Stretch your imagi-
nation and add a sense of humor to your tale! Use this page to write down your rough draft. 
Then copy your story onto another sheet of paper and draw a picture to illustrate it.

How ____________________ Got its Name

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Creative Thinking
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Create a Picture Postcard
Imagine that you and your family are visiting the state of ___________________________. Send 
a picture postcard to someone back in your hometown. Draw a picture of a special part of 
your trip in the top box. Describe your visit in words in the bottom box.

Draw Your Picture in the Box

	 Write the Message on the Left	 Write the Address on the Right
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Headline History
Tea Party Held in Boston!

Gold Discovered in California!

Read about an important historical event that occurred in your research state. Describe it in 
a news report with an appropriate headline. Remember to use the five W’s and an H (who, 
what, where, when, why, and how) to report the important and exciting events in your story. 
Share your news report with your classmates.

_________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
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What State Am I?
Here is a riddle about a state in the U.S.A. The first clue is GENERAL and the fourth clue is 
more SPECIFIC. Try to solve the riddle and then create two of your own! Share your riddles 
with your classmates.

CLUE #1: Cattle and sheep are important in this state.

CLUE #2: One fourth of the nation’s oil is produced here.

CLUE #3: The Alamo and the Rio Grande are here.

CLUE #4: The “Lone Star State” became the 28th state.

What state am I?_ __________________________________________________________________
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If I Were Governor . . .
Each state has its own government, with its own constitution and its own governor. Courts 
are also a part of each state government. Look up the following information about your state 
government.

Name of state: _______________________________________________________________

Capital city: _ ________________________________________________________________

Name of governor: ___________________________________________________________

Use your imagination to complete the second half of this activity. If you were the governor of 
your research state, what improvements would you make? What new laws would you like to 
see enacted? Remember, the state government has the power to decide what local govern-
ments can and cannot do. Write your ideas in the space below.

If I were governor, _ ____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Create a License Plate
Each state has a uniquely designed automobile license plate. License plates often display 
state nicknames, slogans, or pictures of a state. Look up your research state’s license plate 
and draw it in the space below. Be sure to use the correct colors.

On a separate piece of paper, create a license plate that in some way describes you! For 
example, if your hobby is geology, your license plate might say ROCKY! If bowling is your 
favorite sport, you might want to use a bowling term.
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A New Neighbor
Pretend that a child from the state of _________________________________ has moved to your 
neighborhood recently. What are the main problems that he or she will have to face? What 
are the ways in which you might help your new neighbor overcome the problems? Write 
your ideas on the bottom of this page.

Possible Problems

1.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

How I Can Help

1.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________



Jo
u

rn
ey

 A
ro

u
n

d 
th

e 
N

at
io

n

Name ______________________________________  Date ______________________

Creative Thinking

39©
 G

oo
d 

Ye
ar

 B
oo

ks

Categories Game
In fifteen minutes, try to fill in as many spaces as you can on the grid below. You may put 
more than one answer in each block. Try to think of answers that are unusual to score more 
points. A few examples are done for you.

Cities Geographical 
Features

National  
Parks

Famous  
People

A

M Mesa Verde

E

R Revere

I

C Chicago

A
Score

One point if someone else had the same answer.

Two points if you were the only one with that answer.
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What If?
How might the history and development of our nation have been changed if certain 
important events had never occurred? Choose two of the following “What If” questions and 
provide your own thoughtful answers.

1.	 What if the United States had lost the Revolutionary War? How would our lives be 
different?

2.	 What if gold had not been discovered in California? How would the West have been 
settled?

3.	 What if Thomas Edison had never invented the light bulb? How would our lives be 
affected?

4.	 What if the Louisiana Territory had not been purchased? How might our history have 
been changed?

5.	 What if we did not have a Constitution to provide fair governing laws? How would our 
government function?

6.	 What if we had a king to rule our nation instead of an elected president? How would our 
lives be different?

ROYAL PALACE

THE WHITE HOUSE
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Chart Your Answers!
Graphs and charts contain information that can be read quickly. One type of graph is called 
a pictograph. In a pictograph, pictures are used in place of numbers. Look at the example 
below. It charts the grapefruit production of the U.S.A. Each grapefruit symbol represents 
2,000,000 boxes of grapefruit. According to this graph, Florida is the leading producer.

Pictograph

Another type of graph is called the bar graph. This type of graph can be used to show a 
great variety of facts. The example below shows the amount of oil production in the leading 
states. The numbers on the left indicate millions of barrels.

Can you create your own graph to show information? Use facts from your research about 
your state or compare several states. Do your work on another sheet of paper.

Bar Graph
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1,200
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AlaskaLouisiana California Oklahoma

Oil Production by Leading States

Four Leading Grapefruit States

Florida

Arizona

California

Texas

Each Symbol Stands
for 2,000,000 Boxes of Grapefruit

Based on Government Statistics for a 4-year Period
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Design a Stamp
Stamps often provide us with a unique glimpse of our American heritage. For this activity 
you are asked to design a stamp that will reflect your research state in some way. You may 
choose to honor an event, place, or person of historical importance or to create a stamp that 
would portray a recent event or achievement in your research state.

USA
49¢
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Make a Word Picture
Artists can create beautiful pictures with paint 
and brush! Writers can create beautiful pictures 
with words! Use your imagination and research 
information to create original word pictures of the 
state that you are studying.

Examples:

1.	 White clapboard villages, nestled between 
tree-covered mountains and clear blue lakes

2.	 Vast swampy grasslands and long sandy 
beaches with palm trees swaying in the sun

Which state does each of the above word pictures describe?

In the space below, create two word pictures for your research state. Then create four more for 
other states of your choice. See if your classmates can guess which states you are describing.

Word Pictures

1.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 ______________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 _ ______________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________
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Hidden State and City Puzzle
Can you find the hidden states and cities in the sentences on this page? They are: Vermont, 
Maine, Idaho, Alaska, Colorado, Iowa, Oregon, Utah, Butte, Denver, Reno, Salem, Dover, 
and Dayton.

Underline your answers. The first one is done for you.

1.	 The radio was turned off.

2.	 The main event was held in a stadium.

3.	 Do you always butter your bread?

4.	 It was a foregone conclusion that we would win the game.

5.	 The sale merchandise was purchased quickly.

6.	 Color adobe houses tan.

7.	 There are no more pencils in the desk.

8.	 Put a horse in a stable.

9.	 Ron did a homework assignment incorrectly.

10.	 She cared for her garden very well.

11.	 Did Al ask a foolish question?

12.	 Today Tony is celebrating his birthday.

13.	 Over months of time, the flowers grew.

14.	 The song was played over and over again.

Now create your own hidden state or city sentences. Write them on another sheet of paper and 
exchange them with your classmates to solve.
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Job Search
Many occupations depend upon the geography, climate,  
or natural resources of each state. For example, a ski instructor  
would likely find work in the states of Colorado or  
Vermont; a grape grower would find fertile fields for  
his vineyards in sunny California. In ten minutes, see  
how many occupations you can list that match the  
special environments of the different states.

State Occupation
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Alliterations Are Fun!
An alliteration is created by using the same sound at the beginning of consecutive words. 

Examples:

Indiana is inviting!

Pennsylvania pleases people!

Using state names, create your own alliteration sentences. Each sentence should contain 
at least three words. Try to use pertinent information in your sentences. You may also write 
some silly ones.

1.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

7.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

8.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

9.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

10.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

11.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

12.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

13.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

14.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

15.	 ______________________________________________________________________________
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Create a Travel Poster!
Pretend that you work for a travel agency. It is your job to design a travel poster that will 
attract more tourists to the state of ______________________________. Use your research infor-
mation to help you plan your poster. You will want to include the outstanding attractions of 
the state. Arrange your poster creatively. Be sure to include the name of the state.
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Make a Menu
Throughout our nation, people enjoy a variety of 
regional foods. In Louisiana, you might try some 
delicious Creole cooking. In Maine, you might 
indulge in a tasty lobster dinner! States often 
have different names for the same foods. A large 
sandwich consisting of a roll split lengthwise and 
containing many fillings such as meats, cheeses, 
and lettuce might be called a hero, a submarine 
sandwich, a hoagie, or a grinder depending on where you are!

Create a menu of some of the favorite regional foods in your research state. In some states, 
this may even vary from city to city! After you have created your menu, share it with your 
classmates and compare the results.

Menu for the State of _____________________________

Breakfast Foods Dinner Foods Snacks

Lunch Foods Drinks
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Classify the States
How many ways can you group the states listed on this page? Consider details such as size, 
location, climate, geographical features, and spelling. There are many unusual possibilities. 
List your groupings and give each a title!

FLORIDA
DELAWARE
KENTUCKY
CALIFORNIA
WYOMING
NEW YORK
MAINE
TEXAS

TENNESSEE
NEW JERSEY 
COLORADO 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
KANSAS
OHIO
RHODE ISLAND
IDAHO

HAWAII
ARIZONA
MONTANA
GEORGIA
NEVADA
MICHIGAN
ALASKA
VERMONT

Example: Two-word names

New Jersey

South Dakota

Rhode Island

New York



Jo
u

rn
ey

 A
ro

u
n

d 
th

e 
N

at
io

n

Name ______________________________________  Date ______________________

Creative Thinking

50 ©
 G

oo
d 

Ye
ar

 B
oo

ks

Guess the State

V I I T H

I A E N N

M O S O E

H A X J F

1.	 Cross out the letters of the Hawkeye State.

2.	 Cross out the first letter of the Green Mountain State.

3.	 Cross out the first and last letters of the 50th state.

4.	 Cross out the letters of the biggest oil-producing state.

5.	 Cross out the abbreviation of the Garden State.

6.	 Cross out the first letter of the state that has the Everglades in it.

Unscramble the letters that remain to guess the hidden state.

Which state is left?

____________________________________________________________________________
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Product Map Display
Refer to the information on the state product map you made in the Map Skills Section of this 
book. Collect as many of your research state’s important products and raw materials as you 
can. Find or draw pictures for the others. Attach the products to the correct map location by 
using colored string or ribbon and tape as shown below. Use this display on your 
exhibit table.

List the products that will appear on your table.

1.	 ____________________________________

2.	 ____________________________________

3.	 ____________________________________

4.	 ____________________________________

5.	 ____________________________________

6.	 ____________________________________

7.	 ____________________________________

8.	 ____________________________________

9.	 ____________________________________

10.	 ____________________________________

Wheat RICEPetroleum
Jelly

States Fair
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Share Your Knowledge
In preparation for the States Fair, you are responsible for 
making a handout that will show some of the information 
that you have obtained from your research. Look in the 
other sections of this book for ideas on products such as 
newsletters, puzzles, travel posters, and product maps. 
Be creative and come up with an original idea! Duplicate 
your handout and share it with others on the day of the 
States Fair! On this page, list some ideas that you might 
develop into informative handouts.

1.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

7.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

8.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

9.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

10.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

11.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

12.	 __________________________________________________________________________________

Circle your best idea!

COME TO THE SUNSHINE STATE

SUNSHINE AIRLINES

Florida
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Be a Speech Writer
A very important part of the States Fair will be the presentation of a short speech describing 
the highlights of your research state. You may choose to relate any facts that you think 
are important and that the visitors to the fair will find interesting. A sample speech might 
start . . .

“Hello! My research state is Alabama. Alabama 
is known as the ‘Heart of Dixie’ state because 
of its location. It became our 22nd state in 1819. 
Alabama grows more cotton than any other crop.”

Compose your speech on the bottom of the page. Refer to your RESEARCH SHEETS for ideas 
and information. Be sure to include at least six important facts in your speech.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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State Exhibit Planning Sheet
Name: ______________________________________________________________________

My state is _ _________________________________________________________________

Date of exhibit: ___________________________________

Time: __________________  Place: ________________________________

Things I will need for my display:

___________________________________ 	 __________________________________

___________________________________ 	 __________________________________

___________________________________ 	 __________________________________

___________________________________ 	 __________________________________

___________________________________ 	 __________________________________

A sketch of my display:
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Create a Project
You might want to include a creative project on your exhibit table. The project should reflect 
the results of your research in some way. Here is a list of project ideas.

CLAY MODEL TRAVELOG FILMSTRIP

CREATIVE GAME MOBILE POEM BOOKLET

COLLAGE MAP BOOK

CARTOON BOOK FLIP BOOK PHOTOGRAPHY

BROCHURE DEMONSTRATION PROJECT CUBE

LEARNING CENTER NEWSPAPER ORIGINAL SONG

TAPE RADIO SHOW SLIDE SHOW

MURAL MAGAZINE COMMERCIAL

DICTIONARY SILKSCREEN COMPUTER PRINTOUT

List some of your project ideas and describe the information that they might contain.

Example:

Project Idea Type of Information

Creative Game: Travel to Tennessee Geography and history of Tennessee
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Research Chart
On this page, you will find a research chart plan for your research state’s information. Use 
this sample chart for your first draft. A larger copy of this can be placed on the front of your 
exhibit table with pictures highlighting various features of your study.

Use your research activity pages to discover as many important facts as you can about your 
research state. You may add on extra lines for more topics.

Research Chart for the State of ____________________________

All about the State of

________________________

Landmarks
1.	

2.	

3.	

4.	  

Cities
1.	

2.	

3.	  

4.	  
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Invitations
You may select either of the two invitation forms below to invite visitors to your fair or you 
may write your own.

You are invited to our States Fair!
Date: ______________________________

Time: _____________________________

Place: _____________________________

We hope that you will enjoy it and  

become more informed about our nation!

Love,

____________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

Dear ____________________________,

We would like to invite you to come to our States Fair. It will be held on 

______________________________ at _____________________________________ in 

____________________________

We hope you will have a super time!

Love,

_____________________________
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Thank-You Note

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Dear ________________________________

Thank you for all of your help and cooperation in making our 

States Fair Exhibit a big success! Our class really appreciated 

your efforts. We hope that you enjoyed visiting our fair and 

that your visit added to your knowledge of our nation.

Love, 

_______________________________

And Class

(Sign Class Names Below)
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Name (Optional)______________________________  Date ____________________

Evaluation
This evaluation sheet may be duplicated and distributed to visitors as they complete their 
tour of the States Fair.

Our States Fair

1.	 Which state did you enjoy learning about the most? ___________________________

2.	 What new fact did you learn about this state? _ _______________________________

	 ______________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Name one special thing that you learned from attending the fair. _ _______________

	 ______________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Name some outstanding projects that you saw at the fair. _ _____________________

	 ______________________________________________________________________________

	 ______________________________________________________________________________

5.	 What was your favorite handout at this fair? __________________________________

	 ______________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Would you like to attend another exhibit of this kind? __________________________

7.	 Do you have any suggestions for future States Fairs?

Evaluation Forms





Section V 

Reference  
Materials

Section V: Reference Materials
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Pretest
1.	 In ten minutes, name as many states of the United States as you can. 

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Name at least five national landmarks. 

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Name at least six large rivers or lakes in the United States.

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Match at least ten states with their capital cities.

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 Name at least five national parks. 

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Which was the first state? ___________________ The last? __________________________

7.	 List five different types of maps. 

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

8.	 Name the highest spot in the United States. ____________________________________

9.	 Name the lowest spot in the United States _____________________________________

10.	 Name three major industries of the Midwest._ __________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

11.	 Name the time zones of the United States. 

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

	 __________________________________________________________________________________

Reference Materials
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Simulation Game Instructions
1.	 A large United States map with mileage equivalent should be placed on a classroom 

bulletin board before beginning the game.

2.	 Using the SELECTION PAGE, each student chooses a “Research State.” If the class is large, 
students may work in small groups.

3.	 Each student designs a marker that is symbolic of his or her research state (such as a 
landmark or product). This marker will be used to show each stop along the route. It can 
be pinned or taped to the map.

4.	 Students are required to complete activities from: 

Section I: Maps 
Section II: Research 
Section Ill: Creative Thinking

As students complete the activity pages they receive points that convert into miles.

5.	 SCORING is as follows: Each completed activity page is equal to five points or 250 miles; 
however, the teacher may deduct points if the product is unsatisfactory or add points if 
the product is superior.

1 point = 50 miles	 6 points = 300 miles
2 points = 100 miles	 7 points = 350 miles
3 points = 150 miles	 8 points = 400 miles
4 points = 200 miles	 9 points = 450 miles
5 points = 250 miles	 10 points = 500 miles

6.	 The teacher may keep a record of each student’s travel points on the SCORING SHEET. 
The sheet may be duplicated and placed on the bulletin board near the map.

7.	 Each student is required to use at least five different types of TRANSPORTATION during 
his or her journey. The student must keep a record of the transportation used on the 
scoring sheet.

8.	 After 1,000 miles of travel, each student selects a DETOUR CARD. These cards may be 
duplicated and attached to heavy cardboard for classroom use. Students may create 
additional Detour Cards to be used in the game.

9.	 BONUS POINTS for extra credit projects may be awarded by the teacher. For example:

MODELS = 5 points 
REPORTS = 5 points 
CREATIVE STORIES OR POEMS = 5 points

10.	 The first student to travel around the nation is the winner of the game. The teacher may 
require all students to accumulate a minimum amount of points before ending the 
game and proceeding to the States Fair.
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Detour Cards

Earthquake!
Many trees and wires are down. Do not 
move this turn. Conditions are dangerous!

Out of Gas
Your car ran out of gas on the highway. 
You will be delayed. Travel only 50 miles 
this turn.

Flooded Roads!
Roads are flooded in all directions! You 
must go back 100 miles!

Severe Rainstorms
Many trees and wires are down. You are 
unable to travel at this time. Miss this turn! 

Traffic Violation!
Your vehicle was going the wrong way on 
the highway. Local police have stopped 
you! Travel only 25 miles this turn.

Airline Strike
There are no flights out of this stop today! 
You may travel 100 miles by land.

Volcano Danger!
A volcano is about to erupt! Go back 100 
miles to be safe!

Ship Repairs Needed
No water transportation is possible. You 
may travel 100 miles by land today.

Typhoon Ahead!
Stay where you are for your own 
protection! Do not move this turn!

Dense Fog
All transportation is halted today due to 
the weather. Miss this turn.

Lost Luggage!
Your luggage must be replaced at this 
stop! You must miss this turn.

Trains Derailed!
No travel by train is allowed today. You 
may use water transportation for 150 
miles if possible.



Jo
u

rn
ey

 A
ro

u
n

d 
th

e 
N

at
io

n Reference Materials

67©
 G

oo
d 

Ye
ar

 B
oo

ks

Detour Cards

Road Being Repaired
There are detours in all directions. Go 
back 50 miles!

Avalanche
All roads out are blocked! All airports are 
closed! You must miss this turn.

Shipwreck!
Your ship is caught in a storm! Abandon 
ship! Travel 50 miles north when you 
reach land.

Bus Drivers Strike!
All bus transportation is halted for today. 
You may travel by air for 200 miles.

Blizzard!
Record-breaking snowfall has brought 
all transportation to a halt! You may not 
travel this turn.

Fender Bender
You have witnessed a minor accident. You 
lose a lot of travel time. Only proceed 10 
miles this turn.

Icy Roads!
Travel is very dangerous. You may only 
travel 50 miles this turn.

Police Barricade
The police are questioning everyone who 
passes. You may travel only 50 miles this 
turn.

Bridge Collapsed!
You must go back 25 miles!

Flat Tire!
You must stop to fix your flat tire. Travel 
only 50 miles this turn.

Hail Storm!
You must wait for the storm to pass. Only 
travel 25 miles this turn.

Parade!
A very long parade is blocking your 
passage. You must wait for it to pass. 
Travel only 100 miles this turn.
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Statehood Information
State Year Settled Year of Admission

Alabama 1702 1819

Alaska 1784 1959

Arizona 1848 1912

Arkansas 1785 1836

California 1769 1850

Colorado 1858 1876

Connecticut 1635 1788

Delaware 1638 1787

Florida 1565 1845

Georgia 1733 1788

Hawaii 1959

Idaho 1842 1890

Illinois 1720 1818

Indiana 1733 1816

Iowa 1788 1846

Kansas 1727 1861

Kentucky 1774 1792

Louisiana 1699 1812

Maine 1624 1820

Maryland 1834 1788

Massachusetts 1620 1788

Michigan 1688 1837

Minnesota 1805 1858

Mississippi 1699 1817

Missouri 1735 1821

State Year Settled Year of Admission

Montana 1809 1889

Nebraska 1847 1867

Nevada 1850 1864

New Hampshire 1623 1788

New Jersey 1664 1787

New Mexico 1605 1912

New York 1614 1788

North Carolina 1650 1789

North Dakota 1766 1889

Ohio 1788 1803

Oklahoma 1889 1907

Oregon 1811 1859

Pennsylvania 1682 1787

Rhode Island 1636 1790

South Carolina 1670 1788

South Dakota 1856 1889

Tennessee 1757 1796

Texas 1691 1845

Utah 1847 1896

Vermont 1724 1791

Virginia 1607 1788

Washington 1811 1889

West Virginia 1727 1863

Wisconsin 1766 1848

Wyoming 1834 1890
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State Capitals
State Capital City

Alabama Montgomery 
Alaska Juneau 
Arizona Phoenix 
Arkansas Little Rock 
California Sacramento 
Colorado Denver 
Connecticut Hartford 
Delaware Dover 
Florida Tallahassee 
Georgia Atlanta 
Hawaii Honolulu 
Idaho Boise 
Illinois Springfield
Indiana Indianapolis 
Iowa Des Moines 
Kansas Topeka 
Kentucky Frankfort 
Louisiana Baton Rouge 
Maine Augusta 
Maryland Annapolis 
Massachusetts Boston 
Michigan Lansing
Minnesota St. Paul
Mississippi Jackson 
Missouri Jefferson City 
Montana Helena 
Nebraska Lincoln 
Nevada Carson City 
New Hampshire Concord 
New Jersey Trenton
New Mexico Santa Fe 
New York Albany 
North Carolina Raleigh 
North Dakota Bismarck 
Ohio Columbus
Oklahoma Oklahoma City 
Oregon Salem 
Pennsylvania Harrisburg 
Rhode Island Providence 
South Carolina Columbia 
South Dakota Pierre 
Tennessee Nashville 
Texas Austin
Utah Salt Lake City 
Vermont Montpelier 
Virginia Richmond 
Washington Olympia 
West Virginia Charleston 
Wisconsin Madison 
Wyoming Cheyenne
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Original Thirteen States
Connecticut

Delaware

Georgia

Maryland

Massachusetts

New Hampshire

New Jersey

New York

North Carolina

Pennsylvania

Rhode Island

South Carolina

Virginia

Massachusetts

New Hampshire

Rhode Island

New Jersey

Connecticut

New York

Pennsylvania

Virginia

Delaware

Maryland

North Carolina

South Carolina

Georgia
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State Nicknames
ALABAMA: The Heart of Dixie

ALASKA: The Last Frontier

ARIZONA: The Grand Canyon State

ARKANSAS: The Land of Opportunity

CALIFORNIA: The Golden State

COLORADO: The Centennial State

CONNECTICUT: The Constitution State

DELAWARE: �The Diamond State; 
The First State

FLORIDA: The Sunshine State

GEORGIA: �The Empire State of the South;  
The Peach State

HAWAII: The Aloha State

IDAHO: The Gem State

ILLINOIS: �The Land of Lincoln;  
The Prairie State 

INDIANA: The Hoosier State 

IOWA: The Hawkeye State 

KANSAS: The Sunflower State 

KENTUCKY: The Bluegrass State 

LOUISIANA: The Pelican State 

MAINE: The Pine Tree State 

MARYLAND: The Old Line State

MASSACHUSETTS: The Bay State 

MICHIGAN: The Wolverine State 

MINNESOTA: The Gopher State 

MISSISSIPPI: The Magnolia State

MISSOURI: The Show Me State

MONTANA: The Treasure State

NEBRASKA: The Corn Husker State

NEVADA: The Silver State

NEW HAMPSHIRE: The Granite State

NEW JERSEY: The Garden State

NEW MEXICO: The Land of Enchantment

NEW YORK: The Empire State

NORTH CAROLINA: The Tar Heel State 

NORTH DAKOTA: The Flickertail State 

OHIO: The Buckeye State

OKLAHOMA: The Sooner State 

OREGON: The Beaver State 

PENNSYLVANIA: The Keystone State 

RHODE ISLAND: Little Rhody

SOUTH CAROLINA: The Palmetto State 

SOUTH DAKOTA: The Coyote State 

TENNESSEE: The Volunteer State 

TEXAS: The Lone Star State

UTAH: The Beehive State

VERMONT: The Green Mountain State 

VIRGINIA: The Old Dominion State 

WASHINGTON: The Evergreen State 

WEST VIRGINIA: The Mountain State 

WISCONSIN: The Badger State 

WYOMING: The Equality State
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Chamber of Commerce Directory
ALABAMA
2 N. Jackson St., Suite 607  
Montgomery, AL 36104

ALASKA
9301 Glacier Hwy., Suite 110 
Juneau, AK 99801

ARIZONA
3200 N. Central Ave., Suite 1125  
Phoenix, AZ 85012

ARKANSAS
1200 West Capitol Ave. 
Little Rock, AR 72201

CALIFORNIA
P.O. Box 1736 
Sacramento, CA 95812-1736

COLORADO
1600 Broadway, Suite 1000 
Denver, CO 80202-4934

CONNECTICUT
350 Church St. 
Hartford, CT 06103

DELAWARE
P.O. Box 671  
Wilmington, DE 19899

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
1133 21st St. NW, Suite M200 
Washington, DC 20036

FLORIDA
136 Bronough St. 
P.O. Box 11309  
Tallahassee, FL 32302

GEORGIA
270 Peachtree St. NW, Suite 2200 
Atlanta, GA 30303

HAWAII
1132 Bishop St., Suite 2105 
Honolulu, HI 96813

IDAHO
816 W. Bannock St., Suite 5B 
PO Box 389 
Boise, ID 83701

ILLINOIS
300 S. Wacker Dr., Suite 1600 
Chicago, IL 60606

INDIANA
115 W. Washington St.,  
Suite 850S 
Indianapolis, IN 46204

IOWA
9817 Green View Ln. 
Johnston, IA 50131

KANSAS
835 SW Topeka Blvd.  
Topeka, KS 66612

KENTUCKY
464 Chenault Rd. 
Frankfort, KY 40601

LOUISIANA
564 Laurel St.
Baton Rouge, LA 70801

MAINE
125 Community Dr., Suite 101 
Augusta, ME 04330

MARYLAND
60 West St. Suite 100 
Annapolis, MD 21401

MASSACHUSETTS
60 State St., Suite 700 
Boston, MA 02109

MICHIGAN
600 S. Walnut St. 
Lansing, Ml 48933

MINNESOTA
400 Robert St. N., Suite 1500 
St. Paul, MN 55101

MISSISSIPPI
P.O. Box 23276 
Jackson, MS 39225

MISSOURI
P.O. Box 149 
Jefferson City, MO 65102

MONTANA
900 Gibbon St. 
P.O. Box 1730  
Helena, MT 59624

NEBRASKA
1320 Lincoln Mall 
P.O. Box 95128  
Lincoln, NE 68509

NEVADA
1900 S. Carson St. 
Carson City, NV 89701

NEW HAMPSHIRE
49 S. Main St., Suite 104 
Concord, NH 03301

NEW JERSEY
216 W. State St.  
Trenton, NJ 08608

NEW MEXICO
115 Gold Ave. SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87106

NEW YORK
111 Washington Ave.  
Albany, NY 12210
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Chamber of Commerce Directory (continued)

NORTH CAROLINA
701 Corporate Center Dr., Suite 400 
Raleigh, NC 27607

NORTH DAKOTA
P.O. Box 2639  
Bismark, ND 58502

OHIO
230 E. Town St.  
Columbus, OH 43215

OKLAHOMA
P.O. Box 53217  
Oklahoma City, OK 73152

OREGON
867 Liberty St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301

PENNSYLVANIA
417 Walnut St.  
Harrisburg, PA 17101

RHODE ISLAND
30 Exchange Terrace 
Providence, RI 02903

SOUTH CAROLINA
1301 Gervais St., Suite 1100 
Columbia, SC 29201

SOUTH DAKOTA
222 E. Capitol, Suite 15 
P.O. Box 190  
Pierre, SD 57501

TENNESSEE
414 Union St., Suite 107 
Nashville, TN 37219

TEXAS
1209 Nueces St. 
Austin, TX 78701

UTAH
175 University Blvd., Suite 600 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111

VERMONT
P.O. Box 37 
Montpelier, VT 05601

VIRGINIA
919 E. Main St., Suite 900 
Richmond, VA 23219

WASHINGTON
P.O. Box 658 
Olympia, WA 98507

WEST VIRGINIA
1624 Kanawha Blvd. E 
Charleston, WV 25311

WISCONSIN
501 E. Washington 
Madison, WI 53703

WYOMING
P.O. Box 418 
Laramie, WY 82073




