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This painting by Gillis Mostaert is titled Village Fair. In the High Middle Ages, the European population was growing.
Agricultural methods were improving. Trade began to flourish. Life seemed less risky. Many people seemed to feel a
greater sense of hope. In France, especially, annual fairs were held at which merchants from southern and northern
Europe met to exchange goods. This painting conveys the excitement and growing optimism of the age.

Original Document

Original document source: Village Fair. By Gillis Mostaert, 1590, Gemaldegalerie, Berlin.
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The Spread of Gothic Architecture

This map shows that Gothic architecture first developed in the twelfth century in the regions of northern France in
and around Paris. Gothic architecture then expanded over much of the rest of Western Europe over the next two or
three centuries.

Original Document
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Unam sanctam, November 18, 1302

A papal bull is a public decree issued by the pope of the Catholic Church. It is named after the seal (bulla) that

marked it as official. Unam sanctam was a bull issued by Pope Boniface VIl in 1302, when the Catholic Church was at
the height of its power. It was directed at King Phillip the Fair of France, one of Europe’s more powerful kings. Unam
sanctam expresses the Church’s confident view that the pope’s “spiritual” and “temporal” (that is, political) authority

was absolutely supreme throughout Christian Europe.

Original Document

Urged by faith, we are obliged to believe and to maintain that the Church is
one, holy, catholic, and also apostolic. We believe in her firmly and we confess
with simplicity that outside of her there is neither salvation nor the remission

of sins. . ..

We are informed by the texts of the gospels that in this Church and in its power
are two swords; namely, the spiritual and the temporal. For when the Apostles
say: “Behold, here are two swords” [Lk 22:38] that is to say, in the Church, since
the Apostles were speaking, the Lord did not reply that there were too many, but
sufficient. Certainly the one who denies that the temporal sword is in the power
of Peter has not listened well to the word of the Lord commanding: “Put up thy
sword into thy scabbard” [Mt 26:52]. Both, therefore, are in the power of the
Church, that is to say, the spiritual and the material sword . . . the former in the
hands of the priest; the latter by the hands of kings and soldiers, but at the will

and sufferance of the priest.

However, one sword ought to be subordinated to the other and temporal authority,
subjected to spiritual power. For since the Apostle said: “There is no power

except from God and the things that are, are ordained of God” [Rom 13:1-2], but
they would not be ordained if one sword were not subordinated to the other and if

the inferior one, as it were, were not led upwards by the other.

For, according to the Blessed Dionysius, it is a law of the divinity that the lowest
things reach the highest place by intermediaries. Then, according to the order

of the universe, all things are not led back to order equally and immediately, but
the lowest by the intermediary, and the inferior by the superior. Hence we must
recognize the more clearly that spiritual power surpasses in dignity and in nobility

any temporal power whatever, as spiritual things surpass the temporal. . . .

Furthermore, we declare, we proclaim, we define that it is absolutely necessary for

salvation that every human creature be subject to the Roman Pontiff.

CONTINUED
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Adapted Version

Our faith tells us the Church is one, holy, catholic, and also apostolic. We believe
in her firmly and we say that only the Church can ensure salvation and the

cancelling of sins.

The Gospels tell us the Church has two swords. One is spiritual, the other is
temporal. For when the Apostles say: “Behold, here are two swords” [Lk 22:38],
the Lord did not say these were too many, but just enough. Anyone who denies
this has not listened well to the word of the Lord. Therefore, the Church has both
kinds of power, that is to say, the spiritual and the material power. The former is in
the hands of the priest completely. The latter is in the hands of kings and soldiers,

but only as they act according to the will and with permission of the priest.

However, one sword should be subordinated to the other. And so temporal

authority is subjected to spiritual power. The Apostle said: “There is no power

except from God and the things that are, are ordained of God” [Rom 13:1-2].

They would not be ordained if the temporal sword were not subordinated to the

spiritual sword. That temporal sword is the inferior one. It must be led upwards by

the other. s

According to the Blessed Dionysius, it is divine law that the lowest things reach
the highest place by intermediaries. They are not led into order equally and all
at once. Instead, the lowest is led by the intermediary; the inferior is led by the
superior. Now it is clear that spiritual power surpasses in dignity and in nobility

any temporal power whatever. After all, spiritual things surpass the temporal.

Furthermore, we declare, we proclaim, we define that it is absolutely necessary for

salvation that every human creature be subject to the Roman Pope.

Original document source: Pope Boniface VIII, Unam Sanctam, as reprinted in Charles A. Coulombe,
Vicars of Christ: A History of the Popes (New York: Citadel, 2003).
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Peter Abelard, Sic et Non
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During the High Middle Ages, university-based “Scholastics” turned to the ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle to
support their Christian faith and provide a greater understanding of the natural world and the moral order. They did
not question Scriptures, but they tried to strengthen their faith with logical proofs and reasoned arguments. Peter
Abelard (1079-1142) openly invited students to debate various theological questions. He showed them that even
the most revered Church fathers expressed conflicting views. He called on individuals to use reason to decide which
views were right. He is an example of a growing confidence in Europe about human reason and its ability to arrive
at truth.

Original Document

There are many seeming contradictions and even obscurities in the innumerable
writings of the church fathers. Our respect for their authority should not stand in
the way of an effort on our part to come at the truth. The obscurity and contra-
dictions in ancient writings may be explained upon many grounds, and may be

discussed without impugning the good faith and insight of the fathers. . . .

Not infrequently apocryphal works are attributed to the saints. Then, even the
best authors often introduce the erroneous views of others and leave the reader to

distinguish between the true and the false. . . .

The fathers did not themselves believe that they, or their companions, were always
right. Augustine found himself mistaken in some cases and did not hesitate to
retract his errors. He warns his admirers not to look upon his letters as they would
upon the Scriptures, but to accept only those things which, upon examination,

they find to be true.

All writings belonging to this class are to be read with full freedom to criticize,
and with no obligation to accept unquestioningly; otherwise the way would be
blocked to all discussion, and posterity be deprived of the excellent intellectual
exercise of debating difficult questions of language and presentation. But an
explicit exception must be made in the case of the Old and New Testaments. In
the Scriptures, when anything strikes us as absurd, we may not say that the writer
erred, but that the scribe made a blunder in copying the manuscripts, or that there
is an error in interpretation, or that the passage is not understood. The fathers
make a very careful distinction between the Scriptures and later works. They
advocate a discriminating, not to say suspicious, use of the writings of their own

contemporaries.

CONTINUED
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In view of these considerations, I have ventured to bring together various dicta

of the holy fathers, as they came to mind, and to formulate certain questions
which were suggested by the seeming contradictions in the statements. These
questions ought to serve to excite tender readers to a zealous inquiry into truth
and so sharpen their wits. The master key of knowledge is, indeed, a persistent
and frequent questioning. Aristotle, the most clear-sighted of all the philosophers,
was desirous above all things else to arouse this questioning spirit, for in his
Categories he exhorts a student as follows: “It may well be difficult to reach a
positive conclusion in these matters unless they be frequently discussed. It is by
no means fruitless to be doubtful on particular points.” By doubting we come to

examine, and by examining we reach the truth.

Adapted Version

Even the writings of the Church Fathers sometimes contradict one another. Many
things in their writings are hard even to understand. We should respect their
authority, but we should not let it stop us from seeking the truth. Many things
can explain the contradictions in ancient writings. This does not mean we should
question their good faith and insight. Sometimes, false works are attributed to
these saints. Even the best authors may include untrue views of others and let

readers decide between the true and the false.

Even the Church Fathers did not believe that they were always right. Augustine
found himself mistaken in some cases. He admitted his errors. He warns his
admirers not to look upon his letters as they would upon the Scriptures. He
wanted them to accept only those things which, upon examination, they find to

be true.

We should feel free to criticize all writings of this sort. We do not have to accept
them unquestioningly. Otherwise, discussion would be blocked. People would
miss the chance to debate difficult questions. The exception should be the Old
and New Testaments. If something there seems absurd, we can’t say the writer
erred. We might think the scribe erred in copying the manuscript. Or we might say
the passage was not interpreted properly. Or that it was not understood accurately.
The Church Fathers clearly distinguished between Scriptures and later works.

They were clearly critical of the other writings of their own day.

CONTINUED
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As a result of all this, I have brought together various statements of the Holy
Fathers. I have then asked certain questions about what seem to be contradictions
in their statements. These questions are meant to encourage readers to search for
truth and sharpen their own thinking. The master key to knowledge is exactly this
kind of persistent and frequent questioning. Aristotle was the most clear-sighted
of all the philosophers. Above all he wanted to arouse this questioning spirit.

In his book Categories, he says: “It may well be difficult to reach a positive
conclusion in these matters unless they be frequently discussed. It is by no means
fruitless to be doubtful on particular points.” By doubting we come to examine,

and by examining we reach the truth.

Original document source: Peter Abelard, Sic et Non, as reprinted in James Harvey Robinson, ed.,
Readings in European History, Vol. I: From the Breaking up of the Roman Empire to the Protestant Revolt,
Boston: Ginn., 1904, 450-451.
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The Divine Light
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Light was a central theme in Gothic churches. In the Middle Ages, many monks and church leaders believed light was
divine. Abbot Suger (1081-1151) was one who believed this. He was the abbot in charge of the Saint-Denis church in
Paris. It was the church used by the king of France. Suger undertook the task of completely remodeling the building.
In doing this, he urged his architects to fill the interior of the church with as much light as possible. His remodeled
church was one of the first to use all the features of Gothic architecture. Suger also wrote poetry, including this one
on the Gothic style of his church.

Original Document

All you who seek to honor these doors,
Marvel not at the gold and expense but at the craftsmanship of the work.
The noble work is bright, but, being nobly bright, the work

Should brighten the minds, allowing them to travel through the lights.

To the true light, where Christ is the true door.
The golden door defines how it is imminent in these things.
The dull mind rises to the truth through material things,

And is resurrected from its former submersion when the light is seen.

Original document source: Abbot Suger: On What Was Done in His Administration, translation by David Burr,
as reprinted in Katharine J. Lualdi, Sources of the Making of the West: Peoples and Cultures
(Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2009).
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Communicating Results and Taking Action
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Communicating Results

¢ Study and learn more about the cathedrals in Primary Sources 4.1 and 4.2. Based on the
photos displayed there, write a one- or two-page paper aimed at explaining the big change
in Europe from Romanesque to Gothic architecture. The paper should be written so as to
explain this change to a class of younger students.

¢ Separate into small groups. Each group will read and discuss Primary Sources 4.8 and
4.9 (the papal bull Unam sanctam, and the passage by Peter Abelard). Discuss how
these documents illustrate a growing confidence by Church officials and other Christian
thinkers about the place of Christian teachings in Europe in these centuries. Choose two
other primary sources that you think best illustrate this trend. Each group will present and
explain its choices to the rest of the class.

¢ Separate into small groups. Each group will be assigned one of the following countries:
England, Spain, France, ltaly, or Germany. Using the map for Primary Source 4.7, your
group should find six to eight photographs of Gothic cathedrals in your assigned country.
Present your findings to the class and explain the most important features of the cathe-
drals. As a class, discuss any regional differences you can see in these cathedrals.

Taking Action

¢ Learn more about the National Register of Historic Places. This is the official list of
America’s historic places considered worthy of preservation. The National Park Service’s
National Register of Historic Places is part of a program to support public and private
efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America’s historic and archeological resources.
Take photographs of several historic sites in your city or surrounding area. Use these
photographs and other materials to prepare a PowerPoint or other presentation about these
sites. Show the presentation to the class or the entire school and explain why the sites

were seen as significant.

¢ Based on the work in the previous assignment, use social media and the internet to share
your PowerPoint and urge others to offer feedback and suggest additional sites.
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Criteria Unacceptable Developing Proficient Excellent
Tries to respond to Addresses the Responds to the Responds to all
task instructions but | task instructions task instructions task instructions
lacks clear focus adequately but focus | appropriately and convincingly; has
Focus on a central idea or | on a central idea or | convincingly; has a | a clear and strong
thesis thesis is uneven consistent focus on a | focus on a well-de-
central idea or thesis | veloped central idea
or thesis
Refers to some Refers to relevant Refers to relevant Refers to relevant
sources but fails to | sources well but sources accurately | sources accurately
connect these in a does not always and usually and in great detail
Research relevant way to the | connect these connects these to and connects these

task instructions

clearly to the task
instructions

the task instructions
and a central idea

clearly to the task
instructions and a
central idea

Development and
Use of Evidence

Uses some details
and evidence from
sources but does
not make clear the
relevance to the
task purpose or

Uses details and
evidence from
sources generally
but not always in
support of a clear
focus relevant to

Uses details and
evidence from
sources in a way that
effectively supports
a focus relevant to
the task purpose or

Uses details and
evidence from
sources along with
clear explanations
demonstrating deep
understanding of

instructions the task purpose or | instructions the task purpose or
instructions instructions
Refers to Refers to disci- Accurately uses Uses disciplinary

disciplinary content
without clearly

plinary content with
some understanding

disciplinary content
and demonstrates

content effectively
and explains

spelling, punctua-
tion, grammar, and
other conventions

spelling, punctua-
tion, grammar, and
other conventions

punctuation,
grammar, and other
conventions

Content understanding it but not always a clear idea of thoroughly and

or while using it with a clear idea of | its relation to the in-depth its relation
in an irrelevant or its relation to the overall task to the overall task
inaccurate manner | overall task
Demonstrates only Demonstrates Demonstrates Demonstrates a
limited control of some command of adequate command | well-developed com-
standard English standard English of standard English | mand of standard
conventions, with conventions with conventions with few | English conventions

Conventions many errors in limited errors in errors in spelling, with few errors and

a use of language
appropriate to the
audience and the
purpose of the task
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