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PRESIDENTIAL DECISION-MAKING: GAME AND STUDY GUIDE OVERVIEW

This PRESIDENTIAL DECISION-MAKING: GAME AND STUDY GUIDE
confronts students with a series of issues on which United States Presidents made critical
decisions during their administrations. The GAME option rewards student teams which
match the historical decision made by the President. The STUDY GUIDE option uses the
same decisions as study questions to lead a student through his investigation of this
period of U.S. History. It also includes SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS that have a
variety of uses.

STUDY GUIDE OPTION: Using the materials as a class or home work assignment.

Using the assigned textbook, the student will research the events and issues
confronting one of our Presidents. Since the DECISIONS are printed in chronological
order, the assignment pul l s a student through the assigned reading. Some
DECISIONS may require additional research. Students submit their answers to the
DECISIONS to the teacher .

GAME OBJECTIVES

By participating in this simulation game, students will:
1. Apply their knowledge of United States History by making DECISIONS based on

issues which faced the President.
2. Understand and apply the necessity of compromise in the format ion of publ ic

pol icy in democracy.
3. Develop and apply techniques necessary to effective decision-making in a group

setting.
4. Acquire historical facts and concepts in a non traditional class activity.

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Read the GAME SUMMARY. As you read, inspect each game item as it is
mentioned.

2. Read the HOW TO PLAY section. Play out a few DECISIONS to familiarize
yourself with the game procedures.

3. Duplicate the following game materials (minimum of one copy for each team):
a. BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
b. SCORE SHEET
c. DECISIONS(questions)- need one per student if it is being used with the
STUDY GUIDE option.

4 Duplicate SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS according the uses planned by the
teacher.

5. Sections of the class textbook dealing with this period of U.S. History may be
assigned for student reading. This will serve as an introduction to the issues and
events upon which the game is based. Alternately, playing the game first can
serve as an introduction to the assigned reading.
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GAME SUMMARY (see HOW TO PLAY Section for details).
1. Divide the class into teams. Students read the BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH and

DECISION #1.
2. Based on the facts presented, their acquired knowledge, and their own judgment,

students reach a DECISION for their team.
3. These DECISIONS are then evaluated by the teacher using the TEACHER

CONFIDENTIAL SHEET.
4. A team making a correct DECISION is rewarded with VICTORY POINTS which are

recorded on the SCORESHEET. There is no penalty for incorrect responses. The
students may now discuss the DECISION they have made. The game ends with
the final DECISION.

HOW TO PLAY
A.ORGANIZATION

1. Divide the class into teams. The number of teams will vary according to the needs
of the particular class. Assign each team a name or a number.

2. Distribute the following game materials to each team:
a) one SCORESHEET
b) one (or more) BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
c) one (or more) DECISION #1

3. Write each team name (or number) on the chalkboard.
4. Students write their team name on the SCORESHEET.
5. Students read the BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH to gain an historical

perspective on the career and character of the President.
B. DECISION #1

1. Students read the introductory paragraph to DECISION #1
2. Within their teams, students discuss and make DECISION #1.
3. They record their DECISION by writing the appropriate letter on the

SCORESHEET under the category "TEAM ANSWER".
4. The SCORESHEETS are collected by the teacher.
5. The teacher records each team's DECISION on the chalkboard. Referring

to the TEACHER CONFIDENTIAL SHEET, the teacher awards 5
VICTORY POINTS to each team which made a correct DECISION.
These VICTORY POINTS are also recorded by each team on the
SCORESHEET in the columns labeled "VICTORY POINTS" and
"TOTAL POINTS."

C. SUBSEQUENT DECISIONS

1. Follow steps "B 1" through "B 5" above in making DECISIONS #2 through
the final DECISION.

2. The TOTAL POINTS column of the SCORESHEET is used to maintain a
running grand total of the VICTORY POINTS accumulated by each team
during the game. The teacher also keeps a record of TOTAL POINTS on the
chalkboard.

3. The team with the highest number of TOTAL POINTS after the completion of
the final DECISION is the winner.

D. SCORING EXAMPLE
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The teams have made the next-to-last DECISION and have been awarded
VICTORY POINTS for that DECISION. The chalkboard shows 6 teams (line I)
numbered #1 through #6 and their total points through the next-to-last DECISION (line
II).

The 6 teams record their choices for the final DECISION and submit their
SCORESHEETS to the teacher who enters the DECISIONS on the chalkboard (line III).
The teacher consults the TEACHER CONFIDENTIAL SHEET to determine the correct
answer. In our example, choice "D" is correct, so teams #1 and #5 are awarded five
VICTORY POINTS (line IV).

The new TOTAL POINTS result (line V) show team #5 to be the winning team,
with team #4 finishing second, while teams #1 and #2 tie for third. Ties may be broken
by asking a TEST question (see SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS).

I. #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6
II. 60 65 60 75 75 55
III. D B C A D C
IV. +5 +5
V. 65 65 60 75 80 55

E. OPTIONAL RULE

Teachers may decide not to collect the SCORESHEETS if they deem the class
will record and score themselves truthfully. In this case, the teacher will read the
answer after teams have completed the TEAM ANSWER column. This
OPTIONAL RULE eliminates the need to use the chalkboard.

SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS

The following materials, while not necessary to the game, provide the student
with an enriched learning experience. They may be used ei ther before or af ter
playing the game or complet ing the STUDY GUIDE.

A. The READING QUESTIONS are based on the BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.
They may be used as an assignment to guide the student's reading or as a test of
reading comprehension.

B. The TEST questions are based upon the DECISIONS and are useful for
evaluating learning gained by playing the game. The READING
QUESTIONS and TEST may be combined and administered as a pre and/or
post test to more accura tely measure learning.

C. RESEARCH LISTS

1. VOCABULARY LISTS I (basic) and II (advanced) may be used
to generate assignments or to aid the teacher in preparing the
class for the game .

2. The lists of HISTORICAL TERMS and PERSONALITIES may
be used as research topics to prepare the class for the game.
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3. Items in the four lists marked by an asterisk (*) are from the
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH. The remainders are from the
DECISIONS.

D. The two CROSSWORD PUZZLES are designed to reinforce learning.
PUZZLE #1 is based on the HISTORICAL TERMS while PUZZLE #2 is
based on the PERSONALITIES list. The WORD SEARCH combines words
from both VOCABULARY LISTS.

CRITICAL DECISIONS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY
CLASSROOM GAMES AND ACTIVITIES

For grades 7-12

TITLES.
1. Critical Decisions of George Washington
2. Critical Decisions of Thomas Jefferson.
3. Critical Decisions of Abraham Lincoln, 1860-1862.
4. Critical Decisions of Abraham Lincoln, 1862-1865
5. Critical Decisions of Theodore Roosevelt
6. Critical Decisions of Woodrow Wilson.
7. Critical Decisions of Harry Truman
8. Critical Decisions of John F. Kennedy

Multimedia Learning Aids produces U.S. and World History PowerPoint presentation.
Please see our website at www.multimedialearning.org . We can be
contacted via email at hsarnoff@gmail .com or at (310)365-5539
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JOHN F. KENNEDY:

A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

JOHN F. KENNEDY: A BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
John Fitzgerald Kennedy was born May 29, 1917 in Brookline, Massachusetts (near
Boston) into a very wealthy and politically influential family. He was the second of nine
children of Joseph and Rose Kennedy. His father had established the family wealth in
banking and through investments. Both of Kennedy's grandfathers were politicians:
Patrick Kennedy was a political ward boss of Boston while John F. Fitzgerald (Rose's
father) was mayor of that city. Joseph Kennedy, after making his millions, served as
Chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission and Ambassador to England--
appointed to both positions by President Franklin Roosevelt.

After a brief residence in New York City, the Kennedys returned to
Massachusetts in 1928. John spent an active childhood with his many brothers and
sisters, swimming, boating, and playing tennis and touch football. All the Kennedy
children were taught to play to win and to never settle for second best. John was often
overshadowed in these activities by his older, more athletic, brother, Joe Jr.

Neither could he compete with Joe in school, so he often "got through" with
average marks and rarely employed the full power of his efforts. After attending public
schools through age 13, Kennedy enrolled in a private academy to prepare himself for
college. In 1935 he enrolled at Princeton, dropped out due to illness, and entered Harvard
the next year. Three years of "gentlemanly" "C's" ensued. In 1939 Kennedy accompanied
his father, now Ambassador to England, to Europe on the eve of World War II. A
chastened and more mature Kennedy returned to complete his senior year with honors.
He expanded his senior thesis on the appeasement of Hitler into a book entitled Why
England Slept, which became a best-seller in 1940. Until the outbreak of war, Kennedy
attended graduate business school at Stanford University.

Rejected by the army because of a back injury he suffered playing football in
college, Kennedy volunteered for the Navy and found himself behind a desk. Pulling
strings (his father's immense influence), Lieutenant Kennedy managed to have himself
assigned to active duty as the "captain" of a tiny PT (patrol-torpedo) boat in the South
Pacific. Kennedy's boat, PT-109, was rammed and sunk by a Japanese destroyer.
Kennedy led ten survivors to safety and rescue, swimming and towing an injured sailor
from island to island. His heroism was widely publicized (and deserved), paying rich
political dividends later. A bout of malaria and flare-up of his back injury forced
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Kennedy out of active service in 1943. His brother, Joe, was killed on a bomber mission
in Europe and the family, especially his father, now looked upon John to carry on the
family tradition in the political arena.

In 1946, at the age of 29, Kennedy entered his first political contest--the
Democratic primary for Congress, representing part of Boston. He bested a large field,
drawing on the political assets of his war record, wealth, and, especially, the campaign
efforts of family and friends. Since the district was overwhelmingly Democratic,
Kennedy had little trouble winning the general election and entering the House of
Representatives.

He was easily re-elected in 1948 and 1950. As a congressman, Kennedy
supported most of President Truman's Fair Deal program, especially low cost housing
programs, aid to education, and support for labor unions. He criticized the President for
reducing the military strength of the country. He was already looking ahead to bigger
challenges.

In 1952 Kennedy set his sights on the Senate seat held by Henry Cabot Lodge II
since 1936. Family tradition dominated the contest for, in 1916, Lodge's grandfather (and
namesake) had defeated Kennedy's grandfather (John Fitzgerald) for the same' seat.
Robert Kennedy managed his older brother's campaign and, again, family effort
(financial and personal) proved decisive. Kennedy ducked the major political issue of the
day--charges by Senator Joseph McCarthy that Communists were deeply involved in the
government.

In 1953 the 36 year old Senator married Jacqueline Bouvier, a talented and
beautiful 24 year old. The couple's two children, Caroline and John, Jr., charmed the
nation as toddlers, growing up-in the White House.

Kennedy underwent two serious operations in 1954 attempting to correct his
chronic back problems. Although the surgery freed him from dependence upon crutches,
it left him in pain for the rest of, his life. Recuperating from these operations, Kennedy
wrote a second book, Profiles in Courage, a series of biographies of Senators who had
exhibited political courage. This effort won the Pulitzer Prize for biography.

Still striving upward, Kennedy sought the vice-presidential nomination at the
1956 Democratic convention. Losing a close battle to Senator Estes Kefauver on the third
ballot, Kennedy campaigned in 26 states for Adlai Stevenson, the Democratic
presidential candidate, in a futile effort to unseat the immensely popular incumbent,
Dwight Eisenhower.

Re-elected to the Senate by a record margin in 1958, Kennedy began his
campaign almost immediately for the presidency in 1960. He made many speeches and
wrote many articles to keep his face and name before the public. He continued to take
more liberal positions on issues, especially in his support of civil rights legislation. He
warned that the country risked a "missile gap" by falling behind the Soviet Union in the
production of strategic weapons.

Kennedy's 1960 run for the presidency would again be managed by his brother,
Robert. The Kennedys gathered delegates through traditional procedures and by winning
primary elections, capturing the nomination on the first ballot despite the formidable
opposition of Hubert Humphrey, Stuart Symington, Lyndon Johnson, and (belatedly)
Adlai Stevenson. Even former President Truman questioned Kennedy's youth (43) to
which Kennedy responded that his fourteen years experience in the federal government
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was more than Truman accumulated before his presidency. Kennedy chose, and the
convention confirmed, Johnson as a running mate--a wise political choice as Johnson was
a southern Protestant, a perfect balance to Kennedy's northern Catholicism.

Kennedy's victory over Richard Nixon, the Republican candidate, in the 1960
election was the closest in U.S. history. The shift of only a few thousand votes in key
states would have reversed the outcome. A series of televised debates aided Kennedy by
showing the public that he could match (or better) the more familiar Nixon in poise and
maturity. During the campaign, Kennedy called for a "New Frontier"-- a renewal of spirit
to get the country moving again.

Kennedy was the first President to be born in the 20th century and the youngest
ever elected. He appealed to young people and urged them to actively participate as
citizens. "Ask not what your country can do for you," he challenged in his inaugural
address, "ask what you can do for your country." He was also the first Catholic elected
president, openly facing the issue during the campaign and pledging to uphold the
separation of church and state--a campaign promise which he kept. He was the first
President to effectively employ the power of television in his campaign and to mobilize
public opinion during his administration. His legislative program was cut short of fruition
by his assassination but many of his goals became reality under President Johnson:
exploration of space, aid to education, military support of Vietnam, civil rights
legislation, war on poverty, and Medicare. In his style, wit, and charisma, he was
unmatched by any modern President.
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PRESIDENT KENNEDY CRITICAL DECSICIONS

DECISION #1: ALLIANCE FOR PROGRESS, 1961

The success of Castro's Communist revolution in Cuba
leads to fears •that similar revolutions could spread to
other Latin American nations. Many of these nations
have a small upper class with most of the wealth while
the majority of people live in grinding poverty. What
can the President do to prevent further Communist
uprisings in Latin America?

A. Work to form a stronger military alliance
between the U.S. and other Latin American
nations. If any nation is threatened by
Communism, the other nations will aid them in

defeating the threat.
B. Ask Congress to fund a massive multi-billion dollar program to decrease the gap

between the rich and poor in Latin America.
C. Continue the present policies. Throwing money at a problem will have little

success. The problems in Latin America are caused by a greedy elite. Any money
we send there will probably end up in their bank accounts and not help the poor it
is intended for.

DECISION #2: FLEXIBLE RESPONSE DOCTRINE, EARLY 1960'S

President Eisenhower's Secretary of State, John Foster Dulles, initiated place the doctrine
of "massive retaliation". This meant that we would use nuclear
weapons if our vital interests were threatened. Now Robert
McNamara, Kennedy's Secretary of Defense, has proposed a
new doctrine. He argues that "massive retaliation" has left the
United States with weak conventional military forces. This has
limited the President's options in responding to crisis situations.
If we have no conventional forces to use, the choice becomes
backing down or destroying the planet. McNamara proposes we
begin expanding our non nuclear forces. Should the President
accept his proposals?

A. Yes. The President should request that Congress begin
funding increases in our conventional military forces to
give us the ability for a "flexible response."

B. No. If we have additional forces the chances for using them and getting into war
will be much higher than with our current doctrine.

C. Before we begin massively increasing our conventional military forces we should
attempt negotiations with the Soviets. These negotiations will have the goal. of
eliminating the need for conventional and nuclear forces by creating peace and
cooperation between the two countries.

DECISION #3: DEVELOPING NATIONS, 1961

Advisors are encouraging the President to take other non-military means to counter
Soviet subversion. Which of the following suggestions should he adopt?
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A. Form an organization of Americans who will live and work in developing nations,
helping their people live better lives.

B. Set up a series of small banks in developing nations. These banks would grant
small loans to the poor to help them increase food production.

C. Begin a massive program of educating foreign students from developing nations
in American universities. This will not only help their nations but show the
students the superiority of the American economic system.

DECISION #4: ATMOSPHERIC TESTING OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, 1961

The Russians have resumed testing atomic weapons in the
atmosphere. This type of testing spreads deadly radioactive
particles in the environment which shows up in the milk
children drink. The Russians signed an agreement in 1958 in
which they pledged not to resume this type of testing. What
should President Kennedy do to counter this renewed,
deadly, atomic testing?

A. Do nothing directly. Encourage world leaders to put
pressure on the Soviets to halt their testing of nuclear

weapons in the atmosphere.
B. Resume testing ourselves. If we do not, we risk getting behind the Russians in this

important area of weapons development.
C. Inform the Russians that, if they don't halt their testing within one month, we will

begin testing in the atmosphere ourselves.

DECISION #5: TRADE EXPANSION, EARLY 1960'S

The U.S. is having problems with its balance of trade. There is a need to increase trade
with foreign nations. Several suggestions have been put forth. Which one should the.
President support?

A. Devalue the dollar. This will make American goods cheaper sc foreigners will
buy more.

B. Ask Congress to pass an act aiding the President the power to lower or eliminate
tariffs.

C. Ask Congress to set up a trade relations department. This agency will have the
responsibility for increasing U.S. trade with the world.-

DECISION #6: SPACE PROGRAM, EARLY
1960'S

The Russians are ahead of us in manned space
exploration and are gaining prestige throughout the
world. What should the President do to regain our
standing in this important area of scientific
discovery?

A. Avoid a costly space race with the Soviets.
Propose that the United States and Soviet
Union work together to explore space.

B. Ask Congress for a modest increase in the space budget.
C. Propose an expensive program of space exploration with the goal of landing a

man on the moon by 1970.
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DECISION #7: OWNERSHIP OF TELSTAR, EARLY 1960'S

A new type of satellite designed for transatlantic television and
telephone transmission has been launched with government funds.
A struggle is going on in Congress as to who should control the
satellite and the revenues it will generate. To which side should the
President give his backing?

A. Those who want the government to keep control of Telstar.
B. Those who want the satellite turned over to a private

corporation.
A. C.- Those who want a private corporation under governmental regulation.

DECISION #8: PLANNED INVASION OF CUBA, 1961
When Kennedy came into office, he learned that, under the Eisenhower administration,
planning and training had begun for an invasion of Communist Cuba. The invasion is to
be carried out by Cuban exiles with the full support of the United States. This planned
invasion violates both our laws and international law. Should Kennedy allow the planned
invasion to take place?

A. No. Cancel the invasion.
B. Yes. Allow the planned invasion.
C. Allow the invasion but do not permit direct U.S. support.

DECISION #9: BAY OF PIGS INVASION, APRIL 1961

The invasion of Cuba has begun. The exile army is in
trouble. Of •the three planned air strikes, two failed
and one was cancelled. The anti-Castro army is in
need of direct U.S. military support. If it is not
provided, they will lose the battle and Castro will
triumph. Should the President order our military into
action to support the invasion force?

A. No. The exile armies must win or lose on their own.
B. Yes. We trained and supported the army before the invasion. We should not

abandon them now.
C. Support them with air power. Do not send in American soldiers.

DECISION #10: BERLIN, SUMMER 1961

Khrushchev, the Russian Premier, meets with Kennedy in Vienna and threatens the city
of West. Berlin. West Berlin is surrounded by Communist territory, and garrisoned by
American troops. How should the President react to this situation?

A. The Soviets are testing us. They think the President is weak. Ignore Khrushchev's
threats by not reacting.

B. West Berlin is surrounded by Communist troops and far from friendly borders.
We should withdraw from the city immediately.

C. The President must not show weakness. Ask Congress for permission to increase
the army and call up National Guard and reserve troops. These soldiers should be
readied for immediate movement to West Germany.
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DECISION #11: BERLIN WALL, AUGUST, 1961

The Russians have begun building a wall dividing East
and West Berlin. This will prevent freedom-seeking
East Germans from crossing over to the West. What
should the President do?

A. Do nothing. If we attempt to knock down the
wall, we might start World War III. .

B. Order American tanks to knock the wall down.
We cannot allow the Russians to illegally

divide Berlin. If we don't take action the Communists will believe we are weak
and this will lead to further Soviet adventures.

C. Inform the Russians that if the wall is not dismantled, we wil: recall our
ambassador from Moscow.

DECISION #12: SOUTH VIETNAM, 1961

The United States has supported South Vietnam since 1954. North .Vietnam, a
Communist nation supported by the U.S.S.R. and Red China, is attempting to subvert the
government and turn South Vietnam into a Communist nation. How should the President
deal with this Communist insurgency?

A. The South Vietnamese military cannot, by itself, halt the
Communist attacks. We should greatly increase the number of U.S.
military advisers and troops fighting in South Vietnam. We cannot
allow the Communists to conquer South Vietnam.

B. Do not increase the number of U.S. advisors. Encourage our allies
to send in their own troops.

C. The South Vietnamese must fight and win their own war. We
should support them with money and arms only. U.S. advisors
presently there should be recalled.

DECISION #13: THE PRESIDENT AND BLACK AMERICANS, EARLY 1960'S

The President received wide Black support in his 1960 election. He made promises that
Blacks and others are asking to be fulfilled now that he is elected. Should the President
pressure Congress to get civil rights legislation passed?

A. Yes. The President should use the full powers of his office to get long overdue
civil rights legislation passed.

B. No. If the President pushes too hard he risks losing southern support for the rest of
his legislative agenda.

C. Call in Black leaders and explain that he needs their help. The numerous
demonstrations and sit-ins are hurting the chances for civil rights legislation. Ask
the Black leaders to use their influence to stop demonstrations. Promise to use the
full power of his office to get civil rights laws passed at the
beginning of his second term.

DECISION #14: STEEL PRICE HIRES, 1962

The President, who has pledged to control inflation, convinced the
steel unions to accept a small wage increases. This was done with
the understanding that the steel companies would not raise their prices.

Constructing Berlin Wall
1961
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But all the major steel producers simultaneously announce identical large price increases.
What should the President do about this flagrant disregard for the nation's inflation
problem?

A. Use all the powers of the federal government including anti-trust laws and F.B.I.
to force the steel companies to cancel the price increases.

B. Delegate the Secretary of Labor to meet with the chief executives of the
companies and try to convince them to rescind their prices.

C. Ask Congress for legislation mandating strict price and wage controls.

DECISION #15: BELGIAN CONGO, EARLY 1960'S

The Belgian Congo became independent in June, 1960.
Immediately civil war and anarchy broke out. The United
Nations intervened with troops from neutral nations but the
violence continued. The Soviet Union at first supported the
U.N. Congo intervention then changed its position when
the leader of a pro-communist faction was murdered. The
Russians are threatening to intervene with Soviet troops if
the U.N. forces do not withdraw. What should Kennedy do
about this Communist threat?

A. Warn the Soviets that the United States will defend
the U.N. troops.

B. Do nothing. If the Soviets do intervene, it will hurt their image around the world
and improve our standing.

C. Replace the neutral troops operating under the U.N. command with American
soldiers. The Russians will not interfere with our troops.

DECISION #16: UNIVERSITY OF.MISSISSIPPI, 1962

Southern universities are under federal orders to integrate (allow Black students to attend
classes). A severe problem has arisen at the University of Mississippi. James Meredith, a

Black veteran, has not been allowed to register. Violent mobs have
threatened his life. Should the President take action to see that
Meredith is allowed to attend the University of Mississippi?

A. Yes. Send in federal marshals and troops, if necessary, to
guarantee his right to attend school.

B. Yes. Use the full influence of the Presidency but do not send
troops or marshals. The use of force will only make the
situation worse and lead to violence.

C. No. Offer words of encouragement, but take no actions. The
President must not anger southern members of Congress 'who
he depends on for the passage of legislation.

DECISION #17: SOVIET MISSILES IN CUBA, 1962

Aerial reconnaissance of Cuba has detected the presence of Soviet missiles and crews.
These missiles are capable of destroying many American cities. What should the
President do about this alarming and dangerous development?

A. Immediately contact Premiere Khrushchev and protest the missiles. Put our
military on alert and order U.S. forces to mass on the East German border. This
will warn Russia that we consider this a serious matter.
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B. Offer to remove some of our missiles from bases surrounding the Soviet Union if
they remove theirs from Cuba.

C. Order a quarantine of all offensive weapons shipped to Cuba. Order the Navy to
stop and search all Communist ships approaching Cuba. Begin making

preparations for a military assault on Cuba.

DECISION #18: RESOLUTION OF THE CUBAN
MISSILE CRISIS, 1962

Discussions on a peaceful resolution of the missile crisis
are taking place. Several options are on the negotiating
table. Which one should the President accept?

A. The Russians pull their missiles out of Cuba. We
suspend our blockade and vow not to invade. U.N.
inspectors will verify that the missiles were
withdrawn.

B. The Russians will pull out the nuclear warheads only. The missiles themselves
will remain. We will suspend our blockade and preparations for invasion.

C. The Russians will pull out their missiles. Along with the missiles, Soviet military
and training personnel will leave. We will end the blockade and suspend invasion
preparations. No U.N. inspection will be required.

DECISION #19: PROBLEMS WITH OUR ALLIES, EARLY 1960'S

President Kennedy's plans for an "Atlantic Community" made up of democratic European
nations and led by the United States has run into problems. France, led by Charles de
Gaulle, does not want a Europe dominated by America. He does not believe an American
President will risk war to defend Europe from attack. What should Kennedy do about
France's rejection of American plans for Europe?

A. Nothing. Putting pressure on De Gaulle will only make matters worse.
B. Warn De Gaulle that the United States will not protect France from the Soviet

Union if he insists on rejecting our leadership.
C. Inform De Gaulle that we will impose trade and other economic barriers if he

continues his anti-American actions.

DECISION #20: WAR IN LAOS, EARLY 1960'S

The United States has been helping Laos fight off Communist
rebels since 1954 when that small nation became independent
of France. The Communists have made major gains and Laos is
in danger of becoming a Communist regime. What actions
should the President take to prevent a Communist takeover?

A. Send in American military forces. If we don't stop the
Communists here, the rest of Southeast Asia might fall
like a stack of dominoes.

B. Laos appears to be a lost cause. We have poured in
millions of dollars with no results. It's time to cut our
losses and get out before we get involved in a war.

C. We must find a diplomatic solution to Laos that will
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stop the fighting. Suggest a conference where all nations concerned will agree to
the neutralization of Laos. This will stop the fighting and allow us to avoid further
involvement.

DECISION #21: STEEL PRICE HIKES, 1963

The steel companies have again raised their prices. What should .the
President do?

A. Repeat the same procedures he used last time to get them to
rescind the price increases.

B. Do nothing. The previous effort to rescind prices damaged
Kennedy's standings with the business community.

C. Use his influence on both unions and steel companies to rescind
wage and price increases. This will defuse critics who claim he
is anti-business.

DECISION #22: NUCLEAR TEST BAN TREATY.,1963

A nuclear test ban treaty has been negotiated in Moscow. The preliminary agreement
bans atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons. Underground testing will still be allowed.
The treaty contains no provisions for on-site inspection. Should the President support the
treaty and work for its passage in the Senate?

B. Yes. It’s not the best possible treaty but, at the very least, it will stop the
poisoning of the atmosphere.

C. No. Do not support this treaty or any other negotiated with the Soviets. They have
proven that they cannot be trusted.

D. No. Resume the negotiations. On-site inspection must be a part of any treaty the
President gives it his full support.

DECISION #23: WHEAT SALE TO THE SOVIET UNION, 1963

The Soviet Union has had a series of poor harvests. They want to buy our surplus wheat
to make up for their losses. Should the President approve the sale of our surplus wheat to
the U.S.S.R.?

A. No. The Russians are our enemies. We've recently
had several potentially dangerous confrontations
with them in Cuba and West Berlin. We should not
feed our enemies.

B. Yes. Our nation has enormous quantities of wheat
in storage. Not only it is expensive to store, but we
can gain hard currency to help reduce our balance
of payments deficit.

C. If the Soviets are desperate for our wheat, we
should sell. The price for our wheat will be the halting of Russian support for
Castro's Cuba. If they refuse this condition, we should refuse to sell them wheat.
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DECISION #24: VIOLENCE AGAINST BLACK AMERICANS, 1963

In the spring of 1963 the Reverend Martin Luther
King Jr. began a campaign against discrimination in
Birmingham, Alabama. The campaign was covered on
world-wide television. Millions of viewers watched as
Black demonstrators were beaten and attacked with
dogs, fire hoses, and cattle prods. How should the
President respond to violence against Black
Americans exercising their constitutional rights?

A. Issue a press statement condemning the
violence.

B. Appear live on prime time television
condemning the violence and urging Congress to pass civil rights legislation
protecting Black Americans.

C. Go to Birmingham to show presidential support for Civil Rights.

DECISION #25: SOUTHERN STRATEGY, NOVEMBER 1963

President Kennedy won the 1960 election by a very narrow margin and needs to build up
support for 1964. The weakest support for the President is in the southern' states. What
should the President do to build up his popularity in the South?

A. The South is not pleased with the President's attempts to pass civil right
legislation. He might consider moderating his attempts to have Congress pass
civil rights bills.

B. The President should consider a trip to the South starting in Texas, one of the
most important southern states.

C. Concentrate upon winning Black votes in the South by pushing harder for civil
rights laws.
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QUESTIONS ON BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH: PRESIDENT KENNEDY

I. MULTIPLE CHOICE: Write the letter which indicates the correct answer.
_______1. Both of Kennedy's grandfathers were politicians in: A) New York B)

Washington D.C. C) Boston D) Texas
_______2. Kennedy’s father was a: A) government commissioner B) ambassador

C) both D) neither
_______3. While at college, Kennedy: A) wrote a book B) was a star athlete C)

earned high grades D) all three
_______4. During World War II, Kennedy served in the: A) army B) navy C) air

force D) none of these
_______5. Kennedy entered politics after the death of: A) a congressman B) his

wife C) his father D) his brother
_______6. Kennedy's first political position was: A) congressman B) mayor C)

senator D) ambassador
_______7. Who did Kennedy defeat for the Senate in 1952? A) Fitzgerald B) Nixon

C) Lodge D) his brother, Robert
_______8. Kennedy had serious trouble with his: A) family B) back C) taxes D)

war record
_______9. Who opposed Kennedy's nomination for president in 1960? A) Johnson

B) Humphrey C) Truman D) all three

II. TRUE-FALSE: Mark "T" or "F."

_______10. Kennedy was born into a wealthy family.
_______11. Illness kept Kennedy from enjoying an active childhood.
_______12. Kennedy was an excellent student throughout his educational career.
_______13. Kennedy often fell short when competing with his older brother.
_______14. PT-109 was the title of Kennedy's first book.
_______15. Kennedy's family did not encourage his political career.
_______16. Kennedy won the Pulitzer Prize for literature.
_______17. Robert Kennedy often acted as his brother's campaign manager.
_______18. Kennedy favored reducing the military strength and expenses of the

country.
_______19. Kennedy wanted to become the Democratic vice-presidential nominee in

1956, but lost.
_______20. Kennedy did not want to publicize his war heroics.
_______21. Kennedy remained a bachelor all his life.
_______22. Kennedy campaigned long and hard for the presidential nomination in

1960.
_______23. Kennedy was the youngest man and first Catholic to be elected

President.
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TEST ON DECISIONS: PRESIDENT KENNEDY GAME
I. MATCHING NAMES: Write the letter which indicates the correct answer.
_______1. Adlai Stevenson
_______2. Lyndon Johnson
_______3. Richard Nixon
_______4. Fidel Castro
_______5. James Meredith
_______6. Charles DeGaulle
_______7. Martin L. King
A. Lost presidential elections of 1952 and 1956
B. Communist leader of Cuba
C. President of France
D. U.S. civil rights leader
E. Lost 1960 presidential election to Kennedy
F. Kennedy's Vice President
G. Black student who integrated the University of Mississippi
II. MATCHING TERMS: Write the letter which indicates the correct answer.
_______8. Alliance for Progress
_______9. Telstar
_______10. Quarantine
_______11. Nepotism
_______12. Massive Retaliation
A. A naval blockade of a country
B. Appointing relatives to office
C. A communications satellite
D. U.S. would use nuclear weapons to protect our vital interests
E. Economic aid program for Latin America
III. MULTIPLE CHOICE: Write the letter which indicates the correct answer.
_______13. The most dangerous testing-of nuclear weapons is A) in the ocean B)

atmospheric C) underground D) in outer space
_______14. In his space program, Kennedy emphasized A) landing on the moon B)

exploring planets C) building a space shuttle D) spy satellites
_______15. The Bay of Pigs was A) Kennedy's vacation home B) the moon landing

site C) a famous novel D) an invasion of Cuba
_______16. The U.S. confronted Russia in A) Berlin B) Vietnam C) Cuba D) all three
_______17. Kennedy wanted to control steel A) prices B) wages C)both D) neither
_______18. United Nations troops attempted to maintain order in A)Vietnam

B)Belgian Congo C) Berlin D)Cuba
_______19. Kennedy sent U.S. troops to A) Vietnam B) Mississippi

C) both D) neither
_______20. The Russians tried to install missiles in A) Cuba B)space C) their

embassies D) Berlin
_______21. Which country was "neutralized" by an international conference? A)

France B) Laos C) Congo D) Nicaragua
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_______22. Kennedy was politically the weakest in the A) East B) South C) West D)
North

IV. TRUE-FALSE: Mark "T" or "F."
_______23. Kennedy agreed to a series of televised debates with the more experienced

Nixon.
_______24. Kennedy appointed his brother to be in his cabinet.
_______25. Kennedy believed the country should increase it's stock of nuclear weapons

and reduce conventional weapons and forces.
_______26. Kennedy encouraged U.S. volunteers to help the growth of developing

nations.
_______27. Kennedy wanted to reduce foreign trade in order to increase domestic

production.
_______28. The U.S. helped plan an invasion of Cuba.
_______29. The U.S. built the Berlin Wall to keep Communists out of West Berlin.
_______30. Kennedy sent economic aid and U.S. troops to help the government of South

Vietnam.
_______31. Kennedy pushed whole-heartedly for the expansion of civil rights.
_______32. U.S. pressure forced the Russians to withdraw their missiles from Cuba.
_______33. The U.S. helped the Soviet Union by selling her wheat.
_______34. The 1963 Test Ban Treaty outlawed all testing of nuclear weapons.
_______35. Kennedy won his battle with steel company executives to rescind price

hikes.
_______36. Europeans welcomed American leadership of the alliance against the Soviet

Union.
_______37. Kennedy ignored the violence directed against the civil rights movement in

the South.
_______38. Kennedy was assassinated while on a politically motivated visit to Texas.












