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The nationwide movement for high standards has not only determined what 
students should learn, but also has mandated that students demonstrate what they 
know. SAIL AMERICA is a standards-based program addressing National Social 
Studies, History, and English Language Arts Standards. SAIL AMERICA 
provides many opportunities for performance assessments when students, 
working as members of a travel agency, apply their historical knowledge, 
cooperation skills, and creativity to promote their colony at a Sail America Expo. 
The cooperation and consensus building used when making group decisions 
address many Applied Learning Standards.

National Standards for History
Standards in Historical Thinking
Standard 1: The student thinks chronologically
The student is able to
	 •	 Identify the temporal structure of a historical narrative or story.

Standard 4: Historical Research
The student is able to
	 •	 Obtain historical data from a variety of sources.

United States History Standards
Era 2: Colonization and Settlement (1585–1763)
Standard 1: Why the Americas attracted Europeans, why Europeans brought 

enslaved Africans to their colonies, and how Europeans struggled for 
control of North America and the Caribbean

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies
Standard 3: People, Places, & Environments
The student will
	 •	 Elaborate mental maps of locales, regions, and the world that demonstrate 

understanding of relative location, direction, size, and shape.
	 •	 Locate and describe varying landforms and geographic features, such as 

mountains, plateaus, islands, etc., and explain their relationship within 
the ecosystem.

	 •	 Describe ways that historical events have been influenced by, and have 
influenced physical and human geographic factors in local, regional, 
national, and global settings.

Standard 10: Civic Ideals & Practices
The student will
	 •	 Examine the origins and continuing influence of key ideals of the 

democratic republican form of government, such as individual human 
dignity, liberty, justice, equality, and the rule of law.

STANDARDS
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Standards for the English Language Arts
Standard 3: Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, 

evaluate, and appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their 
interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word 
meaning and of other texts, their word identification strategies, and their 
understanding of textual features.

Standard 4: Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language 
(e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate with different 
audiences for a variety of purposes.

Standard 6: Students apply knowledge of language structure, language 
conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative 
language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts.

Standard 7: Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating 
ideas and questions, and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and 
synthesize data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, 
artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries in ways that suit their 
purpose and audience.

Standard 8: Students use a variety of technological and informational resources 
(e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather and 
synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge.

Standard 12: Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish 
their own purposes (e. g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the 
exchange of information).

California Applied Learning Standards
Standard 3. Students will understand how to solve problems through teaching 

and learning. Students will develop and implement a teaching-learning 
program.

Standard 6. Students will understand how to apply communication skills and 
techniques.  Students will demonstrate ability to communicate orally and 
in writing.

Standard 8. Students will understand the importance of teamwork. Students will 
work on teams to achieve project objectives.
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It is not unusual for students to study the early North American colonies, but it is 
unusual for students to become so involved in the study that they don’t want the 
unit to end. In SAIL AMERICA students work cooperatively as members of a 
Travel Agency representing one of the three regions of the 13 colonies during the 
1600s and 1700s. Within their New England, Middle, or Southern Colonies 
Travel Agencies, Colony Pairs research specific colonies.

From their research students will learn about the geography, natural resources, and 
climate of each colony. With this knowledge they come to realize the impact of 
these natural resources on the lifestyle of the 1600s including trade, the skills of the 
colonists, and the colonists’ interactions with Native Americans. SAIL AMERICA 
provides your students with an avenue to learn and experience the following:

Knowledge
	 •	 Conditions in the Old World that motivated Europeans to seek a new life in 

the New World
	 •	 Major geographical features of the New England Colonies, the Middle 

Colonies, and the Southern Colonies
	 •	 Natural resources of each colonial region that determined the trades/crafts/

skills developed by colonists
	 •	 Awareness of the differences and similarities of the three regions in terms 

of geography, trades/crafts, resources, and lifestyles

Skills
	 •	 Identify the 13 colonies and the three colonial regions on an outline map
	 •	 Research information from a variety of sources and take notes without 

plagiarizing
	 •	 Use researched information to produce a travel brochure for a colony
	 •	 Compare and contrast the geography, natural resources, and skills/trades of 

colonies using Venn diagrams, charts, or other appropriate 
graphic organizers

	 •	 Learn steps to reach consensus both formally and informally in pairs or in 
larger groups

Attitudes
	 •	 Appreciation of colonial leaders and their accomplishments
	 •	 Deeper appreciation for the beginning development of our country
	 •	 An understanding that historical events are the results of human needs, 

motivations, and interactions coupled with the climate and geography of 
the land

	 •	 Increased historical curiosity
	 •	 More sympathetic feeling towards the Native Americans and the impact of 

the arrival of Europeans
	 •	 Appreciation of the value of reaching consensus in a decision-making process

PURPOSE
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SAIL AMERICA is a stimulating experience for students to learn about the early 
days of American colonization. After conducting research, they apply their 
knowledge to prepare brochures and documents designed to entice prospective 
clients to book passage on a voyage to their colony in the New World.

Phase One — (3 days)
Students learn the definition of consensus, then apply the process of consensus 
when making decisions within a group. Students are divided into travel agencies 
representing regions of Colonial America: 1) New England Colonies, 2) Middle 
Colonies, and 3) Southern Colonies. Students use consensus to name their agency 
and determine which members will research each colony within their region. 
They learn to take meaningful notes during research and to cite sources.

Phase Two — (3 days)
Working in pairs, students research their colonies, hold Daily Meetings and 
Reflection Meetings, and practice consensus-building skills. They make 
comparisons between colonies within and outside their region.

Phase Three — (5 days)
Student pairs design and create a travel brochure for the colony they researched 
in Phase Two. They share their colony brochures within and among their 
agencies. They take a formative assessment to identify the 13 colonies on an 
outline map.

Phase Four — (5 days)
As a culminating activity, students invite family, friends, and school staff 
members to the Sail America Expo. Students use consensus to assign all the tasks 
necessary for a successful Expo, create a travel agency display, and produce 
promotional materials for their colonies. Each regional travel agency attempts to 
book clients to settle in their colonies. Prospective clients view students’ travel 
brochures and listen to presentations by each pair of student travel agents.

Special Needs Students
Like all Interact units, SAIL AMERICA provides differentiated instruction 
through its various learning opportunities. Students learn and experience the 
knowledge, skills, and attitudes through all domains of language (reading, 
writing, speaking, and listening). Adjust the level of difficulty as best fits the 
needs of your students. Assist special needs students in selecting activities that 
utilize their strengths and allow them to succeed. Work together with the 
Resource Specialist teacher, Gifted and Talented teacher, or other specialist to 
coordinate instruction.
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	 1.	 Before you Begin
Read the entire Teacher Guide and the Student Guide. Decide 
how you will use SAIL AMERICA in your classroom 
and curriculum.

	 2.	 Using the Teacher Guide
Throughout the Teacher Guide Interact employs certain 
editorial conventions to identify materials.
a.	 In preparing materials, class set means one per student.
b.	 One Day on the Unit Time Chart is the length of a normal 

class period—45 minutes to one hour.
c.	 All transparency masters and student handouts are listed by 

name using ALL CAPITAL LETTERS.
d.	 Teacher Reference pages are named in Bold.
e.	 Student-created materials are named with plain text, 

beginning with capital letters (e.g., the Travel Brochure).
f.	 Special events are named using Italics (e.g., the Sail 

America Expo).

	 3.	 Using the Student Guide
The Student Guide introduces students to the simulation. It also 
includes the roles and responsibilities and an outline of the daily 
routines. There is room in the Student Guide for students to take 
notes from their research about their colony. There are photos of 
student work and a complete, labeled outline map of the 13 
original colonies.

	 4.	 Planning your Schedule
a.	 The daily lesson plans describe 16 days of lessons. This is 

only a recommendation. Adjust the timeline to accommodate 
your own teaching objectives and the needs and capabilities 
of your students.

b.	 To shorten the time, you may allow Travel Agencies and 
Colony Pairs to work at home or work during other class 
time, such as during their art or reading class.

c.	 You can extend the time by inviting guest speakers 
representing the travel industry to talk with the students 
about the career and responsibilities of a travel agent.

d.	 Complete one or more of the three Extensions. Brief 
teaching directions follow the Daily Directions for the unit. 
There are no duplication masters for these activities.

SETUP DIRECTIONS
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16+ Days

If possible, take the opportunity to 
show women and minorities in 
successful travel careers.



	 5.	 Grouping Students
a.	 Arrange students into three heterogeneous groups that will 

form travel agencies representing the New England Colonies, 
the Middle Colonies, and the Southern Colonies.

b.	 Students will assume the rotating roles of Leader, 
Recorder, Timekeeper, and Agency Member in Phases 
One and Four. In Phases Two and Three, students work in 
Colony Pairs; the rotating roles are Leader and Recorder.

c.	 Remember: an important aspect of cooperative learning is to 
develop positive team dynamics and promote self-
confidence. Take some risks when deciding grouping, but 
create teams able to succeed with minimal behavioral issues.

d.	 If you have more than 26 students, have more than one 
Colony Pair research Virginia, Massachusetts Bay, and/or 
New York—these colonies have especially rich histories.

e.	 If fewer than 26 students, still form Colony Pairs, but ask 
one Colony Pair to research RI/CT, another to do GA/SC, 
and/or a third to research NJ/DE.

	 6.	 Using SAIL AMERICA within your Curriculum
SAIL AMERICA is designed to be a complete unit within a 
history curriculum. However, it also provides an opportunity for 
an integrated unit with the art and/or language arts teacher.

	 7.	 Preparing your Classroom
a.	 Make a transparency of the MAP OF THE COLONIES, 

enlarge, and trace on butcher paper. Post in a 
prominent place.

b.	 Set up a large bulletin board to display maps, pictures, or 
articles relating to Colonial America in the 1600s. Use the 
Internet to find pictures to download. Be sure to cite sources.

c.	 Contact a local travel agency or association to request that 
they donate travel brochures.

d.	 Students work in Colony Pairs for much of the unit and a 
double student desk is usually adequate for their work. When 
students meet as Travel Agencies, the groups are larger and it 
may be better for students to circle chairs around a double 
desk where the Leader directs the discussions.

e.	 Insist that students collect all their materials and store them 
safely at the end of every class period. If the materials are 
too bulky for the Colony Envelopes or Agency Folders, put 
all work in large paper shopping bags marked with the 
Colony or Agency name.
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Cooperative-Groups 
and Colony Pairs

Each travel agency should include 
enough members so that there are 
two students to research and 
create a travel brochure for every 
colony in their region.

If there are just a couple of extra 
students, place three in one or two 
colonies and have them work out 
their own role rotation for Leader, 
Recorder, and Member during 
Phases Two and Three. This 
arrangement will enable students 
to practice consensus building and 
cooperative group work, one of the 
goals of this simulation.



	 8.	 Duplication Materials
Copy the following in the quantity indicated in Italics.
•	 MAP OF THE COLONIES — transparency
•	 TRAVEL AGENCY GUIDELINES — one per Agency Folder
•	 RESEARCH CHECKLIST — one per Colony Envelope + 

class set + transparency (optional)
•	 PRETEST/POSTTEST — two class sets
•	 CONSENSUS CHART — three class sets + transparency
•	 ROLES ROTATION CHART — two per Agency + transparency
•	 FLASHCARDS: Set 1 and Set 2 — class set
•	 SAMPLE TEXT — class set + transparency
•	 WORKS CITED RECORDING BLANKS (three types) — 

transparencies + as needed (depending on class resources)
•	 COOPERATIVE GROUP WORK RUBRIC — two class sets 

+ as needed
•	 TASKS AGREEMENT — two class sets + transparency
•	 REFLECTION RECORD — five per Colony Pair (Days 5–10) 

+ three per Travel Agency (Days 12–14) + transparency
•	 COLONY COMPARISON CHART — class set 

+ transparency
•	 SAMPLE COLONY COMPARISON CHART — transparency
•	 TRAVEL BROCHURE CHECKLIST — one per Colony 

Pair + transparency
•	 FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT — class set
•	 EXPO INVITATIONS — at least 10% more than the guest 

list (from Day 5)
•	 EXPO TASKS AGREEMENT — one per Agency + 

transparency (optional)
•	 EXPO CHECKLIST — one per Agency + 

transparency (optional)
•*	 CHOICES OF SPONSORSHIP — class set
•*	 RECORD OF BOOKED CLIENTS — class set + 

transparency (optional)
•*	 BOOKING RECEIPTS — class set + transparency (optional)
•*	 DISCOUNTS AND INCENTIVES — one per Colony Pair + 

transparency (optional)
•	 FAQS — one per Colony Pair
•	 EXPO SCRIPT — class set
•	 POSTTEST RUBRIC — class set + transparency (optional)
•	 DEBRIEFING QUESTIONS — transparency (optional)
*Your Sail America Expo production may require extra copies.
Awards
•	 EXEMPLARY TRAVEL BROCHURE — as needed
•	 EXEMPLARY EXPO DISPLAY — as needed
•	 EXEMPLARY COOPERATIVE WORK — as needed

SETUP DIRECTIONS
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Handouts are listed in the order 
used within the simulation.

Using transparencies helps students 
when you give directions. However, 
if you cannot make transparencies, 
draw facsimiles on the chalkboard 
or chart paper to show students 
how to use the charts.



	 9.	 Teacher Reference Materials
These pages are for your eyes only. Some provide concrete 
examples of how to use charts used in the simulation. There are 
also 15 pages of summary information about the 13 Colonies to 
enable you to readily check the validity of student research.
•	 Geographical Significance
•	 Sample Consensus Chart
•	 Sample Text Example — transparency optional
•	 Reasons for Settling
•	 Colony Facts (13) — reference or as needed for students

	10.	 Other Materials
•	 Art supplies (e.g., markers, crayons, colored pencils, 

scissors, glue, rulers) — enough for class to share (Phases 
Three and Four)

•	 Brown paper grocery bags — one per Colony Pair (optional)
•	 Construction paper (many colors, 12" x 18") — eight to 12 

pieces per Agency
•	 Large envelope (9" x 12") — one per Colony Pair
•	 Manila file folders — one per DUPLICATION 

page (optional)
•	 Markers or color pencils (green, yellow, and red) — class set
•	 Oak tag (12" x 18") — one per Colony Pair (for Travel 

Brochures)
•	 Paper clips, pens, clipboards, elastics, etc. — supplies for 

each Agency (for Sail America Expo)
•	 Pocket folder or large envelope (9" x 12") — one per Agency
•	 Resources (texts, encyclopedias, atlases, etc.) — as many 

as possible
•	 Sample travel brochures (from travel agencies) — at least 

one per Agency
•	 Tri-fold posters (3' x 5') or equivalent to make displays — 

one per Agency
Extensions
Timeline
•	 Manila paper (12" x 18") — four per Colony Pair —OR—
	 Adding machine tape — determine optimal length
•	 Rulers — one per Colony Pair
Passenger Packing
•	 Masking Tape — one roll per Agency
•	 Measuring tape — one per Agency
Postcard Home
•	 Index cards (unlined, 5" x 8") — class set	 —OR—
	 Lined paper (8.5" x 11") — class set
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At your discretion you may copy 
the Colony Facts and distribute to 
your students, but that is not their 
primary purpose.



	11.	 Organizing Materials
a.	 You may choose to duplicate all the materials needed for the 

unit before starting the unit, or duplicate as you go along. It 
is a good idea to store each set in its own manila file folder.

b.	 Store the duplication sets in the order that they are used.(See 
Daily Directions or Unit Time Chart.) If a set is used more 
than once, either make two separate file folders or just move 
the folder to its new position after you use it the first time.

c.	 The number to be duplicated is a minimum. Make a few 
extras in case some are misplaced.

d.	 Be sure to return the originals to the Teacher Guide.
e.	 If students do not have their own art supplies, create at least 

three sets (one for each agency) that the students may share. 
Ask the Leader of each agency to make certain that all the 
art supplies are collected and stored properly. He/she may 
delegate the actual task to another agency member.

	12.	 Organizing the Agency Folders and Colony Envelopes
a.	 Each Agency will need a pocket folder or large envelope to 

use during Phases One and Four.
•	 Attach one TRAVEL AGENCY GUIDELINES (includes 

the Cooperative Group Work Rubric and Steps to 
Reach Consensus) to every Agency Folder.

•	 The Leader is responsible for the folder and must turn it 
in to the teacher at the end of each class.

b.	 Each Colony Pair needs a large envelope to use during 
Phases Two and Three.
•	 Attach a RESEARCH CHECKLIST to each envelope.
•	 Students will keep their Student Guides in their 

Colony Envelopes.
•	 The Leader is responsible for the folder and must turn it 

in to the teacher at the end of each class.

	13.	 Culmination
Sail America Expo is the culminating activity, scheduled for Day 
15, the next to the last day of the unit.
a.	 Early in the unit decide how big an event you want the Expo 

to be. You can keep it small and ask Travel Agencies to share 
their work among their classmates or with the class across 
the hall.

b.	 Make this a bigger event by inviting school administrators, 
parents, and other guests. You may consider inviting guests 
in the travel industry to view the students’ work.

SETUP DIRECTIONS
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If there are more materials than 
the folder or envelope can hold, 
place them in a large brown paper 
grocery bag, label with the name 
of the colony or agency, and store 
in a safe place in your classroom.

Consider making a large poster of 
the Research Notes Rubric to 
hang at the front of the class.



c.	 Organize some refreshments to celebrate even a modest 
affair. Enlist parent volunteers to facilitate Travel Agency 
booth refreshments and serving pieces, background music, 
costumes, camera work, etc. well in advance of the Expo.

d.	 Students develop the guest list on Day 5 and address the 
EXPO INVITATIONS on Day 11. If you think your guests 
will need more advance notice, schedule time shortly after 
Day 5 to address the EXPO INVITATIONS.

	14.	 Using the Internet
a.	 If you have access to the Internet, your students will benefit 

because they can expand their research and download images 
for their brochures. Before using the Internet, become 
familiar with your school’s Acceptable Use Policy. Always 
preview any web site you make available to your students. If 
your students do not have classroom access to the Internet, 
you may access the Internet and build a notebook of 
information printed off the various web sites you locate.

b.	 Interact’s Internet Resource List
Several recommended web site addresses are listed on a 
Resource page available through the Interact web page. To 
find the SAIL AMERICA Resource Page, complete the 
following steps:
•	 Connect to the Internet
•	 Go to Interact’s site at: www.teachinteract.com
•	 Enter “Sail America” in the search bar
•	 Click the “related Web sites” link
•	 Click any links of interest
•	 Click the “Back” button to return to Interact’s home page

c.	 Advise your students that they may find both reliable and 
unreliable information on the Internet. Suggest that they 
check source information carefully.

d.	 Remind students also, that they must cite the web pages they 
used for research and acknowledge where they found the 
pictures and maps.
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	 1.	 Assessments
a.	 Student work is assessed in a variety of ways:

•	 Individuals (e.g., the POSTTEST)
•	 Student Pairs working together (e.g., the 

Travel Brochures)
•	 Travel Agencies working together (e.g., the Expo Display).
Use the rubrics provided to assess each of these assignments. 
Be certain that students understand their responsibility to 
their partner and/or their agency members. However, if one 
student sabotages the work of a colony pair or agency, hold 
harmless the other student(s). There are safeguards 
throughout the simulation (see REFLECTION RECORDS) 
to apprise you of problems and help you to recognize when a 
student is not doing his/her share.

b.	 Administer the PRETEST on or before Day 1 to assess the 
students’ prior knowledge.

c.	 Use the FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT on Day 8 to decide if 
you need a more comprehensive review for the whole class 
or just for some selected individuals who have learning 
difficulties or need to improve their study habits. If there are 
only a few individuals who need instruction, continue the 
simulation and make a plan to help the students to learn the 
minimum knowledge of the colonies requirements.

d.	 The Research Notes, Travel Brochure, and Expo Display 
Rubrics are on the CHECKLISTS for those activities. This 
enables students to fully understand what they need to do to 
earn Expected or Exemplary evaluations. The TASKS 
AGREEMENTS and CHECKLISTS provide tools with 
which to assess the students’ research, Travel Brochures, and 
Expo Display.

e.	 At the end of Phase Four, assess what the students have 
learned by administering the POSTTEST. The POSTTEST 
RUBRIC clearly defines the unit expectations of minimum 
knowledge. Distribute or post for student reference prior to 
Day 16. You may require/expect more of your students.

f.	 Assess cooperative group work using the COOPERATIVE 
GROUP WORK RUBRIC throughout the unit to reinforce 
positive group behavior. Remind students that a copy of this 
rubric is in every Student Guide. At first you may assess 
daily, but then you can assess less frequently. Remind 
students that in the world of work, having good cooperative 
skills is a valuable asset.

ASSESSMENT
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Remember, group work can be 
frustrating to some students, 
especially those academically-
strong students with task 
commitment. Cooperative group 
work can bring out the best in 
students. However, to expect a 
team of children to have the skills 
and experience necessary to 
modify the performance of a 
poorly-motivated or disabled 
students is unrealistic. Therefore, 
you must monitor the groups 
closely and give them the support 
they need.



	 2.	 What do Rubric Scores Mean?
a.	 Rubrics help teachers and students to describe student work. 

The student’s goal is the create work or perform a skill at an 
“expected” level to meet a standard. The teacher’s goal is to 
fairly and reliably describe student work or performances 
referencing a standard.

b.	 When completing performance assessments, focus on the 
“student work.” This work is not limited to written work. It 
includes demonstrated skills, oral exchanges, individual and 
cooperative group behavior, processes, strategies, and any 
other evidence that proves that the students have learned the 
targeted content or skill and can apply what they know.

c.	 The philosophy of standards-based assessment and 
instruction requires that students correct work until it 
“meets” the standard. At first this may seem problematic 
with the heavy correcting load most teachers carry. However, 
once students know that you will not accept work that does 
not meet your expected standard and will require them to 
redo it, they begin to do their best work the first time. Also, 
only by warranting that students really do understand content 
or a skill, can you confidently move on to new subject 
material that builds on what you have taught.

4 — Exemplary — Generally this rating describes work that 
exceeds the standard for the activity. The descriptor 
includes words such as “very,” “consistently,” “complete,” 
“with detail,” “actively,” and “willingly.” Students who 
earn a “4” demonstrate leadership and knowledge when 
participating in the unit activities.

3 — Expected — Generally this rating describes work that 
meets the standard with quality. The descriptors lack 
some of the positive adjectives of a “4,” but this student 
has mastered the content or skill and can demonstrate 
his/her understanding in an application setting.

2 — Nearly There — Generally this rating describes work 
that almost meets the standard. Sometimes inconsistent 
effort or a misconception of the content will result in a 
“2” rating. This student needs to try a little harder, or 
needs to revise his/her work in order to meet the 
standards described.

1 — Incomplete — Generally this rating describes work that 
has not yet met the standard in content and/or skill. 
This student will require more instruction and another 
opportunity to demonstrate a knowledge or skill, or will 
require alternative instruction and assessment.
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PRE-UNIT

	 •	 Decide on composition of regional 
travel agencies

	 •	 Prepare Agency Folders and 
Colony Envelopes

	 •	 Arrange for tri-fold boards for Sail 
America Expo

	 •	 MAP OF THE COLONIES
	 •	 TRAVEL AGENCY GUIDELINES
	 •	 RESEARCH CHECKLIST

PHASE

DAY 1

	 •	 Introduce simulation
	 •	 Learn of and practice consensus 

process to name Travel Agencies
	 •	 PRETEST
	 •	 MAP OF THE COLONIES
	 •	 STEPS TO REACH CONSENSUS
	 •	 PRETEST/POSTTEST
	 •	 CONSENSUS CHART
	 •	 ROLES ROTATION CHART
Teacher Reference
	 •	 Geographical Significance
	 •	 Sample Consensus Chart

PHASE

DAY 2

	 •	 Review process of consensus 
building

	 •	 Agencies use consensus to pair 
students for colony research

	 •	 Make flashcards to study 
13 colonies

	 •	 RESEARCH NOTES RUBRIC
	 •	 FLASHCARDS: Set 1
	 •	 FLASHCARDS: Set 2

PHASE ONE

DAY 3

	 •	 Learn how to take notes and cite 
sources accurately

	 •	 May start research
	 •	 Understand meaning of plagiarism
	 •	 SAMPLE TEXT
	 •	 RESEARCH CHECKLIST
	 •	 WORKS CITED 

RECORDING BLANKS
	 •	 COOP GROUP WORK RUBRIC
Teacher Reference
	 •	 Sample Text Example

DAY 4

	 •	 Learn Daily Routine for Phase Two
	 •	 Continue research, citing sources
	 •	 TASKS AGREEMENT
	 •	 WORKS CITED 

RECORDING BLANKS
	 •	 COOPERATIVE GROUP 

WORK RUBRIC
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD
Teacher Reference
	 •	 Reasons for Settling
	 •	  Colony Facts (13)

PHASE

DAY 5

	 •	 Create Sail America Expo guest list
	 •	 Continue research, citing sources
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD
	 •	 COOPERATIVE GROUP 

WORK RUBRIC
Teacher Reference
	 •	 Reasons for Settling
	 •	  Colony Facts (13)

PHASE TWO

DAY 6

	 •	 Compare their colony to at least 
two other colonies

	 •	 Learn to use qualifying words 
and specific vocabulary when 
making comparisons

	 •	 COLONY COMPARISON CHART
	 •	 SAMPLE COLONY 

COMPARISON CHART
Teacher Reference
	 •	 Reasons for Settling
	 •	  Colony Facts (13)

DAY 7

	 •	 Preview donated travel brochures
	 •	 Use consensus to design and plan 

their colony Travel Brochures
	 •	 Create a nickname or slogan for 

their colony
	 •	 TRAVEL BROCHURE 

CHECKLIST
	 •	 TASKS AGREEMENT
	 •	 COOPERATIVE GROUP 

WORK RUBRIC
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD

PHASE

DAY 8

	 •	 Take a formative assessment
	 •	 Continue work on colony 

Travel Brochures
	 •	 Use consensus and cooperation to 

complete tasks on time
	 •	 FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD
	 •	 COOPERATIVE GROUP 

WORK RUBRIC

UNIT TIME CHART
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PHASE ONE

PHASE TWO

PHASE THREE



DAYS 9–10

	 •	 Continue work on colony 
Travel Brochures

	 •	 Use consensus and cooperation to 
complete tasks on time

	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD
	 •	 COOPERATIVE GROUP 

WORK RUBRIC

PHASE

DAY 11

	 •	 Complete Travel Brochures
	 •	 Color and address invitations to 

Sail America Expo
	 •	 Use consensus and cooperation to 

complete tasks on time
	 •	  Design invitations (optional)
	 •	 Write bibliographies (optional)
	 •	 TRAVEL BROCHURE 

CHECKLIST
	 •	 EXPO INVITATIONS

PHASE FOUR

DAY 12

	 •	 Share Travel Brochures
	 •	 Learn Daily Routine for Phase Four
	 •	 Review Role Responsibilities
	 •	 Use consensus to assign tasks for 

Agency Expo Displays
	 •	 EXPO TASKS AGREEMENT
	 •	 EXPO CHECKLIST
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD
	 •	 CONSENSUS CHART

DAY 13

	 •	 Continue work on Expo Displays
	 •	 Organize travel documents
	 •	 Use consensus and cooperation to 

complete tasks on time
	 •	 CHOICES OF SPONSORSHIP
	 •	 RECORD OF BOOKED CLIENTS
	 •	 BOOKING RECEIPTS
	 •	 DISCOUNTS AND INCENTIVES
	 •	 FAQS

PHASE

DAY 14

	 •	 Finish Expo Displays and all 
travel documents

	 •	 Finish Agency Expo booths
	 •	 Practice booking 

“prospective clients”
	 •	 EXPO SCRIPT

PHASE

DAY 15

	 •	 Host and conduct Sail 
America Expo

	 •	 Meet and “book” 
prospective clients

	 •	 Organize and maintain all 
travel documents

	 •	 POSTTEST RUBRIC

PHASE FOUR

DAY 16

	 •	 Participate in a debriefing discussion
	 •	 POSTTEST
	 •	 POSTTEST RUBRIC
	 •	 DEBRIEFING QUESTIONS
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PHASE THREE

PHASE FOUR



Objectives
	 •	 Introduce simulation
	 •	 Learn the consensus process
	 •	 Travel Agencies practice using consensus to name their agencies

Materials
	 •	 MAP OF THE COLONIES — transparency (optional)
	 •	 STEPS TO REACH CONSENSUS — poster or 

transparency (optional)
	 •	 PRETEST/POSTTEST — class set
	 •	 CONSENSUS CHART — two per student + transparency 

(optional, recommended)
	 •	 ROLES ROTATION CHART — one per agency
	 •	 Agency Folders — one per agency

— TRAVEL AGENCY GUIDELINES
	 •	 Markers or color pencils (green, yellow, and red) — class set
	 •	 Overhead projector — one
Teacher Reference
	 •	 Geographical Significance
	 •	 Sample Consensus Chart

Preparation
	 1.	 If you are not using transparencies and an overhead, make 

copies of the CONSENSUS CHART on chart paper or the 
chalkboard. Consider displaying a poster of the STEPS TO 
REACH CONSENSUS for easy reference by the students.

	 2.	 Decide which students will work together in the regional travel 
agencies (see Setup Directions #5, Grouping Students, page 4).

	 3.	 Prepare Agency Folders (see Setup Directions #12, Organizing 
the Agency Folders and Colony Envelopes, page 7).

	 4.	 Review the Geographical Significance information to better 
share this information with the students as they first study their 
Student Guide Maps (page 8 in Student Guide).

	 5.	 Study the Sample Consensus Chart. You will use it as a model 
as you guide the students through the process of consensus later 
in the day. Do not share this Teacher Reference with the 
students as it may interfere with their devising their own 
process of consensus.

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE ONE: DAY 1
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These lesson plans are meant to 
guide, not to limit what happens in 
your classroom. Always consider 
the needs of your students and the 
limitations of your schedule and 
classroom. You may choose to adapt 
SAIL AMERICA to make it even 
more meaningful for your students.

The ROLES ROTATION CHARTS 
enable students to track their own 
rotating responsibilities. Simply 
note the name of the Agency 
member who acts as Leader on 
Day 1. (This will be the oldest 
student in each Agency.) Either 
write in or have the students write 
in their names, in no particular 
order. Their role responsibilities 
are defined on the CHARTS. The 
CHARTS ensure an equitable 
distribution of responsibilities.
Post one copy in the room, have 
Agencies keep a second copy in 
their Agency Folders.



Procedure
	 1.	 Administer the PRETEST. If any students have difficulty reading 

the test materials, read the questions to them.

	 2.	 Collect the PRETESTS and correct them later.
Answers to PRETEST/POSTTEST
	 1.	 Mass Bay (C)	 NY (D)	 MD (G)	 GA (M)

NH (F)	 NJ (A)	 VA (L)
RI (B)	 PA (I)	 NC (K)
CT (H)	 DE (E)	 SC (J)

2.–5.	 See Map in Student Guide (page 8).
6.	 Consensus is an opinion or position reached by a group as 

a whole.
7.–9.	 Answers will vary.

	 3.	 Distribute the Student Guides and direct students to read the 
Introduction on page 1 as a whole class activity. Use the 
transparency and discuss the travel routes across the Atlantic 
Ocean from Europe. Highlight where Great Britain (England), 
France, and Spain are located.

	 4.	 Direct students to page 8 and familiarize them with the Map of 
the Colonies. Point out the location of the Appalachian 
Mountains, the Fall Line, and the Atlantic Coastal Plain. Briefly 
teach the significance of these landforms for the early settlers.

	 5.	 Direct students to page 2 and read through the Overview of Phases 
One through Four so that students have a big picture of what SAIL 
AMERICA is about. Answer general questions, but assure students 
that you will give more instructions as the unit progresses.

	 6.	 Use the posted Map of the Colonies, a transparency, and/or refer 
students to the map on the back page of the Student Guide as you 
announce regional travel agency assignments. Ask students to sit 
together as an agency. Distribute the Agency Folders.

	 7.	 Read or tell:

“In order to accomplish all that you have to do in 
SAIL AMERICA, you are going to have to work 
cooperatively. Let’s look at Roles and Responsibilities 
in the Student Guide.”
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This PRETEST will give some idea 
of the students’ prior knowledge 
and provide you with information 
to assess how much the students 
learn during the simulation.

read
tell
or

Use the map of Europe on page 1 
of the Student Guide  to show 
where Great Britain, France, 
Spain, and the Netherlands are 
located.



	 8.	 Read through the Phase One—Roles and Responsibilities 
information and the Cooperative Group Work Rubric on page 
2 and briefly skim page 3. Note that when students work in 
Colony Pairs they use only two roles, and when they work as a 
Travel Agency, they use all the roles.

	 9.	 Read or tell:

“A very important part of cooperative work is 
decision making. You may have done this before, but as 
part of this unit, you will develop a new skill to help 
your group make decisions fairly and efficiently. This 
new skill is called reaching consensus.”

	10.	 Direct students to Steps to Reach Consensus on page 4 of the 
Student Guide. Ask them to read along with you as you read:

“The word consensus means an opinion or position 
reached by a group as a whole. Reaching consensus is 
a process that requires a group to reach a general 
agreement while still acknowledging everyone’s ideas 
and opinions.

Let’s look at the Steps to Reach Consensus on 
page 4 of the Student Guide.”

	11.	 After reading the steps with the students, you will model the 
process of reaching consensus. Use the CONSENSUS CHART 
transparency to guide the class to follow steps to reach formal 
consensus.

	12.	 Read or tell:

“Later today you will decide on a name for your 
own agency using consensus, but right now, we are 
going to learn to use a tool to help us track the process 
of reaching consensus.”

	13.	 Show the blank CONSENSUS CHART transparency and explain 
briefly how students will use it. Go through each section. Point 
out each step as it appears on the worksheet and tie it to the task 
of choosing what to have for lunch.
a.	 State the problem in the top box. (What shall we have 

for lunch?)
b.	 Put all suggested lunch items in the Possible Solutions box 

(e.g., peanut butter sandwiches, soup, pizza, hot dogs, etc.)

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE ONE: DAY 1
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read
tell
or

read
tell
or

Explain what a compromise is. 
The balance of “give and take” is 
important. Students should be 
discouraged from just thwarting 
the group, and must give reasons 
why a choice is unacceptable.

read
tell
or



c.	 Explain Pros and Cons. Consider why different lunch 
choices appeal to different people.

d.	 In the Compromises box students articulate what they “gave 
up” so that the group could agree. It might be they gave up a 
first choice but agreed on a second choice.

e.	 Finally, the Informed Decision box shows the lunch they all 
like, or at least can live with.

	14.	 Distribute one blank CONSENSUS CHART to every student. 
Read or tell:

“Let’s use this chart as a whole class to practice 
reaching consensus. We will select a name for a travel 
agency for the Spanish colony of Florida. The name 
should have something to do with the region. It may 
not be everyone’s favorite, but it should be acceptable 
to all.

We are doing this for two reasons. The first is to 
become more familiar with the steps of consensus 
building, and the second is to make your task of 
naming your own travel agency clearer. We will fill in 
this first CONSENSUS CHART together.”

	15.	 With the whole class, work through the process and complete 
the CONSENSUS CHART with different suggested names for 
the Spanish colony travel agency, compromises, and a final 
decision. Direct students to copy on their CONSENSUS 
CHARTS what you write on the transparency.

	16.	 Allow ample time for questions, discussion, etc., ensuring that 
students show a beginning understanding of the process.

	17.	 When finished, reinforce the sequential steps of reaching 
consensus that resulted in an informed decision. Emphasize 
the process and the opportunities for opinions to be offered 
and considered.

	18.	 Direct students to write their names on the CONSENSUS 
CHART they just completed and place it in their Agency 
Folders. This chart will be used for a review of the consensus-
building process on Day 2.
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read
tell
or

Before starting this activity be sure 
to look at the Sample Consensus 
Chart: Teacher Reference (page 
59) so that you are clear about 
how to use the chart. Do not share 
with students because it may 
preclude their own ideas.

If you used a transparency to model 
the consensus lesson, save it for 
review on Day 2. Otherwise, the 
students’ copies will be sufficient.



	19.	 Distribute a second CONSENSUS CHART to all students and 
read or tell:

“Now using this second blank CONSENSUS 
CHART, you and your teammates are going to use the 
consensus process to name your own travel agency. 
Remember, try to create a name that reflects your 
region and is agreeable to all.

Usually only the Recorder writes on the chart, but 
today all of you will be Recorders and complete 
the chart.

Find out who is oldest student on your team and ask 
him or her to act as today’s Leader. I will act as 
today’s Timekeeper. You have approximately 10 
minutes to complete this activity.”

	20.	 Allow students 10 or more minutes to work through the process 
of naming their travel agencies. Circulate around the classroom 
to ensure groups are on task. As the Timekeeper, announce the 
remaining time every few minutes, and model helping students 
to stay on time.

	21.	 When they have named their travel agency, direct students to the 
Cooperative Group Work Rubric on page 2 of the Student 
Guide. Ask them to self-assess how well they worked together. 
Provide individual feedback to groups that you noticed were 
working well, and those who were having difficulty.

	22.	 In the time remaining, conduct a class discussion answering the 
question: “When would you use consensus again?” Make a list 
on the board as students give examples. Accept all answers that 
describe problems or questions in their lives requiring a solution. 
Guide students to think about problems that colonists had in the 
New World.

	23.	 Direct students to place today’s CONSENSUS CHARTS in their 
Agency Folders. Make sure that the Recorder writes the agency’s 
new name on the front of folder. Collect folders.

	24.	 Prepare a ROLES ROTATION CHART for each agency, noting 
who was the Leader for each agency today. Write or have the 
students write the names of all other Agency Members.

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE ONE: DAY 1
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read
tell
or

Asking all students to write on 
their charts is crucial. Students 
need to fully participate as they 
practice the process of consensus.

The process of building consensus 
may be new to students. Learning 
any process involves practice to 
better understand and reinforce the 
sequential steps. SAIL AMERICA 
provides one opportunity to learn 
this valuable process. To reinforce 
the skill, provide more opportunities 
for consensus building in Reading, 
Science, Math, etc., lessons. This is 
a powerful tool!

Have two copies of these charts—
one for each agency and one for 
each agency that you will post.



Objectives
	 •	 Review process of consensus building
	 •	 Agencies use consensus to pair students for colony research
	 •	 Make flashcards to study 13 colonies

Materials
	 •	 RESEARCH CHECKLIST — transparency (optional)
	 •	 RESEARCH NOTES RUBRIC — poster or transparency
	 •	 CONSENSUS CHART — transparency from Day 1 + as needed
	 •	 ROLES ROTATION CHART — two per agency (prepared on 

Day 1)
	 •	 FLASHCARDS: Set 1 — class set
	 •	 FLASHCARDS: Set 2 — class set
	 •	 Agency Folders — one per agency
	 •	 Colony Envelopes — one per colony

— RESEARCH CHECKLIST
	 •	 Envelopes or self-sealing plastic bags (small) — two class sets 

(for flashcards)
	 •	 Overhead projector — one (optional)

Preparation
	 1.	 Create and post a chart showing the names of Agency Members 

in each regional travel agency. Students will later add the 
identity of the colony research pairs, and the rotation of roles.

	 2.	 If not already done, create one Colony Envelope for each colony. 
Staple one copy of the RESEARCH CHECKLIST to the front of 
each Colony Envelope (see Setup Directions #12, Organizing 
the Agency Folders and Colony Envelopes on page 7).

	 3.	 See Setup Directions #5, Grouping Students on page 4 for 
information about setting up duplicate colony research groups 
for an odd number of students.

Procedure
	 1.	 Convene agencies and distribute Agency Folders and ROLES 

ROTATION CHARTS. Point out the TRAVEL AGENCY 
GUIDELINES on the Agency Folders. Suggest that student refer 
to these resources regularly.

	 2.	 Direct students to take out the CONSENSUS CHART they 
completed on Day 1 and use transparency of CONSENSUS 
CHART as you review.
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Post one ROLES ROTATION 
CHART for each agency when 
they are complete. The agencies 
will keep the other in their Agency 
Folders.

Place four Colony Envelopes in 
the Agency Folders for the New 
England and Middle Colonies, 
and five Colony Envelopes in the 
Agency Folder for the Southern 
Colonies. The students will assign 
Student Pairs to each Colony 
Envelope.

Post the Research Notes Rubric 
on the bulletin board or on the front 
board. Refer to it as necessary.



	 3.	 Review the process with students reminding them to refer to the 
CONSENSUS CHART and the Steps to Reach Consensus 
poster or on page 4 of the Student Guide whenever decisions are 
made. Allow time for discussion and any questions.

	 4.	 Read or tell:

“Sometimes consensus can be reached informally. 
This means that although you are not recording them, 
you are still following the steps to reach consensus that 
are on page 4 of the Student Guide.

Today your agency must decide who will research 
which colony in your region. You will use the 
consensus process to help assign the colonies. Because 
the roles rotate, today you have a new Leader and 
Recorder. See the ROLES ROTATION CHART.”

	 5.	 Rotate roles. Give each agency Leader all the Colony Envelopes 
for his/her region. Direct the agencies to use informal consensus 
(no chart) to assign colonies and to form two-person colony 
research teams. When a team is formed, the Leader will give 
them their Colony Envelope.

	 If an agency is having difficulty, distribute a CONSENSUS 
CHART and direct them to use the more formal consensus 
process and record their decisions on the chart.

	 6.	 Ask the Recorder of each agency to prepare a list of the Colony 
Pairs and the colonies they are researching and present it to you.

	 7.	 Allow students five minutes to organize their Colony Envelopes. 
They should write a rotation schedule for themselves for Days 
4–5 and Days 7–10 on the back of the Colony Envelope and 
enter the names for each day.

	 8.	 Direct students to pages 6 and 7 of the Student Guide to see the 
areas they must research. Discuss why these topics might be of 
interest to potential colonists. For example, why would knowing 
the kinds of fish be important? (Food source, trade, fertilizer.)

	 9.	 Review the RESEARCH CHECKLIST. Note that work must 
meet the standard or must be redone. Call students’ attention to 
the Research Notes Rubric on the handout and the copy posted 
on the board for ready reference. Explain plagiarism and tell 
them you will teach them how to take notes.

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE ONE: DAY 2
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read
tell
or

Students compare and contrast 
colonies within and outside their 
region on Day 6.



	10.	 Distribute the FLASHCARDS: Sets 1 and 2. The students must 
write the correct colony name on the back of each card to make 
the set. Store individual sets in plastic bags or small envelopes. 
Note: Rhode Island and Delaware are two separate colonies, but 
share one FLASHCARD. On the other hand, Massachusetts Bay 
Colony is one colony even though it included the area that now 
comprises both Massachusetts and Maine.

	11.	 Announce that on Day 8 they will have a quiz (formative 
assessment) of the geographical outline map of the 13 colonies 
and the landforms around the colonies. Students should use the 
FLASHCARDS (individually or with their Colony Pair partner) 
and the outline map on the back of the Student Guide to prepare 
for the formative assessment on Day 8.

	12.	 Collect Agency Folders and store until Phase Four: Day 12. 
Collect Colony Envelopes and store for use on Day 3.
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Formative assessments help the 
teacher measure what the students 
know and what they need to study. 
Generally this type of quiz does 
not go in the grade book. It is only 
information that the students and 
teacher need.



Objectives
	 •	 Learn how to take notes and cite sources accurately
	 •	 Understand the meaning of plagiarism

Materials
	 •	 SAMPLE TEXT — class set + one for teacher or transparency
	 •	 RESEARCH CHECKLIST — class set
	 •	 WORKS CITED RECORDING BLANKS — class set (three) + 

extras + transparencies (optional)
	 •	 COOPERATIVE GROUP WORK RUBRIC — as needed
	 •	 Classroom computers / computer lab — as many as 

possible (optional)
	 •	 Colony Envelopes — from previous day
	 •	 Overhead projector — one
	 •	 Resources (texts, encyclopedias, atlases, etc.) — as many 

as possible
Teacher Reference
	 •	 Sample Text Example

Preparation
	 1.	 If you are not using transparencies and the overhead, make copies 

of the pages on chart paper or the chalkboard.

	 2.	 Post a ROLES ROTATION CHART showing the names of the 
travel agencies, their agents’ names, and the colonies they 
are researching.

	 3.	 Visit the Interact web page for a list of URLs where you and 
your students can access information. Make a list on paper, or 
make a file with links that students may access on the 
classroom computers.

	 4.	 Create research areas so that all materials are accessible.

	 5.	 Create appropriate workspace for agencies and colony pairs. 
Consider putting 2–4 desks together. Ask students to sit in the 
general area of other agency members, but next to their partner. 
It is important that they work closely together and avoid 
collecting redundant information.

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE ONE: DAY 3
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This text is from a larger selection 
about Roger Williams located on 
the Library of Congress website: 
http://www.americasstory.com/ 
pages/jb_0205_williams_1.html

There are eight topics to research 
for each colony. Some teammates 
may decide to divide the areas 
equally, to work together on all 
areas, or some combination of 
both. They should take care not to 
duplicate each other’s research.



Procedure
	 1.	 Distribute Colony Envelopes.

	 2.	 Read or tell:

“Activities in SAIL AMERICA require you to 
research information. Learning to rephrase the 
information you find in books, encyclopedias, CD 
ROMS, or websites is a very important skill. Today, I 
will model how to record any research you use. You 
will record this information in phrases, not sentences. 
This will discourage you from just copying. A big 
word for copying is plagiarism.”

	 3.	 Distribute the SAMPLE TEXT to each student and refer to the 
transparency as you model how to record relevant information 
without copying.

	 4.	 Read or tell:

“The SAMPLE TEXT is about Roger Williams, 
founder of the colony of Rhode Island. If I were doing 
research on the Rhode Island colony, then I would need 
to collect this information for my travel brochure in the 
area of Founders and Leaders.

Now watch and listen as I first read the SAMPLE 
TEXT, and then reread it to record important and 
relevant information on the chart.”

	 5.	 Read the SAMPLE TEXT aloud as students follow along with 
their own copy. Read or tell:

“Now I am going to reread the text. I want you to 
pay close attention to any detail or information about 
Roger Williams that you might want to include in your 
travel brochure. You may underline any information 
you think is important as I read it out loud.”

	 6.	 Reread the text emphasizing the relevant text. Refer to the 
Sample Text Example: Teacher Reference. Areas that are 
underlined are ones they might emphasize.

	 7.	 After rereading, model how to select and record the most 
important information from what they underlined.
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read
tell
or

If students have questions, spend 
some time discussing plagiarism. 
There have been several news 
stories regarding famous 
historians accused of plagiarism, 
and there are serious 
consequences for students in high 
school and college who copy 
work without citing sources.

read
tell
or

Don’t skip reading aloud. Modeling 
these steps for the students allows 
them to listen and think. Both are 
required to extract meaningful 
information that they will record as 
their Research Notes on pages 6–7 
in the Student Guide.

read
tell
or



	 8.	 Direct students to write down information in the Founders and 
Leaders box at the bottom of their SAMPLE TEXT as you record 
it on the transparency. Emphasize the rewording or rephrasing of 
original text to avoid plagiarism.
Roger Williams
•	 Set up colony of RI in 1636
•	 Believed in accepting all religions (No persecution)
•	 Believed that the government and religion should be separate
•	 Friendly to the Native Americans
•	 His ideas considered extreme and were not shared by most 

other people

	 9.	 Direct students to page 4 of the Student Guide. Read the Steps for 
Research, and show students where they will record information 
about their colony on pages 6 and 7 in the Student Guide.

	10.	 Distribute the RESEARCH CHECKLIST. Explain to students 
that their research notes will be assessed using the Research 
Notes Rubric at the bottom of the page. They will write their 
research notes directly in the Student Guide on pages 6 and 7. 
Give students the date when their research is to be complete. 
This is either Day 5 or another date that you substitute based on 
your own scheduling needs.

	11.	 Read or tell:
“It is necessary to make a list of all sources you use 

when researching. This list is called a bibliography. 
There are a number of different formats for a 
bibliography. We are going to keep all important 
information about our sources on WORKS CITED 
RECORDING BLANKS.”

	12.	 Distribute one set of WORKS CITED RECORDING BLANKS 
to each student. Have extras available for students to take and 
use as they are needed. Use the transparency for Book on the 
overhead projector, and explain to students where to note the 
required information. Repeat for the CD ROM and Internet 
sources, as appropriate. Allow students to practice citing a 
source that all teams will probably use such as the classroom’s 
Social Studies textbook. Be sure to encourage the use of 
websites as well as books, magazines, etc.

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE ONE: DAY 3
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It may be necessary to model these 
steps more than once. Provide 
opportunities for students to 
practice this strategy and guide 
them so that they can eventually 
do it independently.

Tell students in the Rhode Island 
Colony that they may use the 
information on Roger Williams, 
but they will have to include at 
least one other famous Rhode 
Island founder for their research.

read
tell
or

These WORKS CITED 
RECORDING BLANKS are three 
of five from Interact’s BASIC 
STEPS writing program.

You may have the students write 
their bibliographies using the 
format that your school has 
adopted. Students can easily 
retrieve all the information they 
need from the blanks.



	13.	 Tell students that they may find both information and graphics 
on the Internet. You may have to schedule extra time for your 
students to collect Internet images during the school day. Some 
students may be able to access and copy the pictures on their 
computers at home.
a.	 If computers with Internet connections are available, 

schedule at least one class period at the computer lab. The 
technology coordinator and/or media specialist can help your 
students learn how to use Internet Search engines and to 
download images from websites to file.

b.	 See the Setup Directions #14, Using the Internet, page 8 
for specific information about using Interact’s web page.

	14.	 If text resources are limited, set up a system of sharing so no 
team is left waiting for resources. Set time limits for using an 
especially valuable resource, and be certain that students do not 
take home resources. (If they forget to return them, the whole 
class will suffer, and your schedule may be put behind!)

	15.	 Direct students to record a resource on one of the WORKS 
CITED RECORDING BLANKS as soon as they get it. That 
way they will have a record if the class period ends or they must 
relinquish it before they are finished.

	16.	 Use the COOPERATIVE GROUP WORK RUBRIC as needed 
to reinforce good cooperative group work, and to help students 
know what you expect.

	17.	 Explain to students it is likely during each day’s activities, some 
students may finish their assigned tasks earlier than others. 
During this “free” time, these students can read suggested 
literature selections and/or visit colonial websites listed on the 
Interact web page, or study their flashcards and the geography 
on the back of the Student Guide.

	18.	 If there is time, allow students to begin research.

	19.	 At the end of the period collect the Colony Envelopes and 
remind students to use their FLASHCARDS to study for the 
formative assessment of the geographical outline map of the 13 
colonies. The quiz is scheduled for Day 8. Students can use 
homework time, “free” time, or other extra time during the 
school day.

22  SAIL AMERICA Teacher Guide	 ©2003 Interact  |  www.teachinteract.com  |  INTERACT

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE ONE: DAY 3

Ask students to make a picture file 
and download maps, portraits, and 
pictures as they research on the 
Internet. In that way they will not 
have to go back online to download 
pictures to make the brochure.



Objectives
	 •	 Learn the Daily Routine for Phase 2
	 •	 Begin/continue researching and citing sources

Materials
	 •	 TASKS AGREEMENT — one per Colony Pair
	 •	 WORKS CITED RECORDING BLANKS — as needed
	 •	 COOPERATIVE GROUP WORK RUBRIC — as needed
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD — transparency
	 •	 Colony Envelopes — from previous day
	 •	 Computers (if available)
	 •	 Resources (texts, encyclopedias, atlases, etc.) — as many 

as possible
Teacher Reference
	 •	 Reasons for Settling
	 •	  Colony Facts (13)

Preparation
	 1.	 If you are going to use the Internet, have students create a 

picture file so that they can cut and paste the pictures into their 
travel brochures later in the unit (optional).

Procedure
	 1.	 Direct students to sit as Colony Pairs within their Agencies and 

distribute Colony Envelopes.

	 2.	 Direct students to Phases Two and Three—Roles and 
Responsibilities and Daily Routine on page 3 of the 
Student Guide.

	 3.	 Distribute the TASKS AGREEMENT. In Phases Two and Three 
each student in a Colony Pair will keep track of who is 
responsible for what on this chart. To help them plan better, the 
students should try to estimate the amount of time that a task 
will take. When the task is completed, they should write how 
long it actually took.

	 4.	 Direct Colony Pairs to use informal consensus to:
•	 Decide who will be Leader and who will be Recorder today
•	 Assign each other topics for researching their colony
•	 Record their work decisions on the TASKS AGREEMENT

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE TWO: DAY 4
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The assistance of your site media 
specialist in gathering materials is 
extremely helpful.

Remind students about the correct 
way to download and use picture 
files from the Internet.



	 5.	 When all Colony Pairs have completed a TASKS AGREEMENT, 
interrupt them to explain that every day they should use 3–5 
minutes of the Daily Meeting to discuss any changes to the 
TASKS AGREEMENT they created the day before. If an item is 
added or changed, then they would write the new date in Last 
Updated column.

	 6.	 When everyone understands how to use the TASKS 
AGREEMENT, very briefly review Steps for Research on 
page 4 of the Student Guide.

	 7.	 Also review the RESEARCH CHECKLIST and Research Notes 
Rubric so that students understand what you expect. Tell students 
to write notes in the boxes on pages 6 and 7 of the Student Guide. 
If they need more space they should use lined paper.

	 8.	 Remind students to use informal consensus when making 
decisions. Also remind them that you will be using the 
COOPERATIVE GROUP WORK RUBRIC to assess their group 
work. Refer them to the rubric on page 2 of the Student Guide.

	 9.	 Show students where they can find all books, magazines, and 
websites they can use for research. Remind them to cite sources.

	10.	 Circulate among the Colony Pairs and assist those students who 
may require help. Check their Student Guides and WORKS 
CITED RECORDING BLANKS to make sure they are 
rephrasing information and citing sources.

	11.	 Fifteen minutes before the end of the period ask students to 
make sure they have cited the source they are using and then to 
put all work in their Colony Envelopes. They should return all 
resource books even if they are not finished.

	12.	 Convene agencies for the last 15 minutes of class to introduce and 
model the Reflection Meeting process using the REFLECTION 
RECORD transparency. With contributions from all the teams, 
conduct a whole class Reflection Meeting. Ask generally,

“If your colony team were completing this task, 
what would you write under What we did?”
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DAILY DIRECTIONS
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The Research Notes Rubric is 
very helpful in guiding Colony 
Pairs to research specific 
information. Use this especially if 
teams get off task. If necessary, use 
the Teacher Reference pages on 
the 13 colonies on pages 58–74 to 
assist students.

Use Teacher Reference pages to 
guide your review of students’ 
research. Assist and work with 
those students who require 
guidance and perhaps more 
instruction with rephrasing. It is 
important for students to apply this 
important skill correctly.

Ask students to write the name of 
their colony on a piece of paper 
and put it in the book they were 
using. This will expedite restarting 
their research tomorrow.

read
tell
or



	13.	 Repeat the question for the three remaining areas:
•	 List problems and/or decisions
•	 Share any literature, research, readings, or websites visited
•	 One or more important facts about your colony that you 

should commit to memory

	14.	 Read or tell,

“You will refer to your REFLECTION RECORDS 
from time to time throughout the simulation. It is 
important that you develop a system for managing 
these papers. As you accumulate REFLECTION 
RECORDS, staple or clip them together. Place the 
most recent record on top of the older records.”

	15.	 If your schedule is tight, allow students to collect notes as 
homework. Do not allow them to take home the Colony 
Envelopes. Instead require them to bring in the research on a 
separate paper and copy it into their Student Guide. Remind 
them to cite their sources.

	16.	 At the end of the period remind students to use their 
FLASHCARDS to study for the formative assessment of the 
geographical outline map of the 13 colonies. The quiz is 
scheduled for Day 8. Students can use homework time or 
“free” time during school day.

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE TWO: DAY 4
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read
tell
or



Objectives
	 •	 Create Sail America Expo guest list
	 •	 Continue research and citing resources

Materials
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD — one per Colony Pair
	 •	 COOPERATIVE GROUP WORK RUBRIC — as needed
	 •	 Colony Envelopes — from previous day
	 •	 Chart Paper (optional)
Teacher Reference
	 •	 Reasons for Settling
	 •	 Colony Facts (13)

Procedure
	 1.	 Discuss the guest list for Sail America Expo. Who should be 

invited? Generate a guest list on the board or on chart paper. 
Remember to invite school committee/board members, 
Superintendent of Schools, Travel Agent that may have helped, 
local merchants and business people, etc. Keep list for Day 11.

	 2.	 In the meantime, ask students to notify parents informally in 
case they need extra time to arrange for time out of work or 
for childcare.

	 3.	 Distribute Colony Envelopes and remind Colony Pairs to rotate 
roles from yesterday. Remind them of the Daily Routine for 
Phase Two on page 3 of the Student Guide. The first activity is 
to update the TASKS AGREEMENT.

	 4.	 Announce,

“Today is the last day for research. Be certain that 
you have covered all the areas you need for your 
brochure. Use your time wisely and remember to cite 
your sources.”

	 5.	 Circulate around classroom to ensure students are completing 
research with required information.

	 6.	 Ten minutes before the end of class distribute a REFLECTION 
RECORD and direct students to hold a Reflection Meeting. At 
that time, the Colony Pairs should use their TASKS 
AGREEMENT to see that all their work is complete. Tomorrow 
they will start the design of their Travel Brochures.
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PHASE TWO: DAY 5

Because Sail America Expo takes 
60 to 90 minutes, you may have 
to rearrange your schedule so 
that the Expo can accommodate 
your guests.

read
tell
or

If you feel your students need 
more time, allow an extra day for 
research.



	 7.	 Remind students of the Research Notes Rubric on the bottom 
of their RESEARCH CHECKLIST and tell students who believe 
they will not finish on time to meet with you. You must decide if 
these students will finish the work for homework or after class. 
You may decide to extend this phase a day or two if many 
colony teams are not ready.

	 8.	 Walk around the room as students work. Use your Teacher 
Reference pages on the 13 colonies (pages 58–74) to ensure that 
students have included significant information. Remind Student 
Pairs to review and study these facts for the POSTTEST.

	 9.	 Collect Colony Envelopes and the REFLECTION RECORDS. 
Before the next day use the COOPERATIVE GROUP WORK 
RUBRIC and the Research Notes Rubric to evaluate each 
Colony Pair’s teamwork. The Teacher Reference pages contain 
important colony information to help you correct student work.

	10.	 At the end of the period remind students to use their 
FLASHCARDS to study for the formative assessment of the 
geographical outline map of the 13 colonies. The quiz is 
scheduled for Day 8. Students can use homework time or 
“free” time during school day.

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE TWO: DAY 5
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Help students set realistic goals 
for their research. Some students 
may be lazy or careless while 
others may be overly ambitious in 
their research efforts. Guide them 
to satisfy your course objectives.



Objectives
	 •	 Compare their colony to at least two other colonies
	 •	 Learn to use qualifying words such as more, less, better, same, 

common, etc. in comparison statements
	 •	 Learn to use specific vocabulary when making comparisons

Materials
	 •	 COLONY COMPARISON CHART — two class sets
	 •	 SAMPLE COLONY COMPARISON CHART — transparency 

(optional)
	 •	 Colony Envelopes — from previous day
Teacher Reference
	 •	 Reasons for Settling
	 •	  Colony Facts (13)

Procedure
	 1.	 Arrange for desks to enable two Colony Pairs within Agencies to 

work together. Group the colonies as follows:
New England	 Middle	 Southern
RI with CT	 DE with PA	 GA with NC
MA with NH	 NJ with NY	 MD with VA and SC

	 2.	 Distribute Colony Envelopes and two COLONY COMPARISON 
CHARTS to each student.

	 3.	 Colony Pairs should share and discuss what they have recorded 
in their Student Guides. When they find something that the 
colonies have in common, they should write it in the top box of 
the COLONY COMPARISON CHART—How are these 
colonies the same?

	 4.	 If they discover a difference, then they should write it in the 
boxes under the heading, How are these colonies different? 
Explain the use of qualifying words and specific vocabulary 
when making comparisons. 
For example, Colony A’s growing season is 4 months and 
Colony B’s is 6 months.
a.	 Under the first column they would write shorter growing 

season—4 months

b.	 Under the second column they would write longer growing 

season—8 months

c.	 On the topic arrow in between, they would write Climate.
d.	 Remind students to bullet the information so that it fits on 

the chart.
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DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE TWO: DAY 6

Set student comparison standards  
(3—Expected) based on your 
grade level and course objectives. 
You may expect some classes to 
compare across all six areas of 
research while others may 
compare fewer areas of research.



Use the SAMPLE COLONY COMPARISON CHART 
transparency for your students if needed.

	 5.	 After 10–15 minutes, ask the Colony Pairs to switch and compare 
information with a colony that is NOT part of their regional Travel 
Agency. They should use the second COLONY COMPARISON 
CHART for these comparisons.

	 6.	 Five to 10 minutes before the end of the period reconvene the 
class and conduct a short debriefing.
a.	 How were the colonies within a region similar?
b.	 What are the major differences among the different regions 

of colonies? Students should use qualifying words such as 
more, less, etc.

	 7.	 You may choose to evaluate the COLONY COMPARISON 
CHARTS using a 4-point rubric. Award a “3” for expected work 
and a “4” for exemplary work. Ask students who do not meet the 
standard to correct or redo their chart(s).

	 8.	 Optional Activity
For homework, direct students to take home their COLONY 
COMPARISON CHARTS and use the information to write a 
paragraph or short essay comparing their colony to another.
a.	 To begin, ask students to write comparison sentences. Model 

NH has many mountains, but RI has none.
b.	 Then model comparison sentences where one follows the 

other. RI has a large bay connecting most of the state to the 
Atlantic Ocean. New Hampshire, however, is mostly 
landlocked with only a small piece of coastline.

c.	 Remind students to group comments about certain topics 
together. A paragraph where someone first talks about 
climate, then founders and leaders, and then climate again 
shows lack of organization

	 9.	 If you do not choose to complete the optional activity, direct 
students to put their COLONY COMPARISON CHARTS into 
their Colony Envelopes and collect.

	10.	 At the end of the period remind students to use their 
FLASHCARDS to study for the formative assessment of the 
geographical outline map of the 13 colonies. The quiz is 
scheduled for Day 8. Students can use homework time or “free” 
time during school day.

DAILY DIRECTIONS
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When grouping for the second 
comparisons, make sure that MD, 
VA, and SC are not again part of a 
group of three.

For directions to teach the contrast 
(comparison) essay see Interact’s 
BASIC STEPS writing program, 
available via the website at www.
teachinteract.com.



Objectives
	 •	 Preview present day travel brochures for ideas for layout
	 •	 Use consensus to design and plan a colony Travel Brochure
	 •	 Create a nickname or slogan for their colony

Materials
	 •	 TRAVEL BROCHURE CHECKLIST — one per Colony Pair
	 •	 TASKS AGREEMENT — one per Colony Pair
	 •	 COOPERATIVE GROUP WORK RUBRIC — as needed
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD — one per Colony Pair
	 •	 Colony Envelopes — from previous day
	 •	 Sample travel brochures — one or more per Colony Pair
	 •	 White construction paper (12" x 18") — one per Colony Pair

Preparation
	 1.	 Procure at least one, but preferably more, travel brochures for 

each agency.

	 2.	 Return REFLECTION RECORDS from previous day. Remind 
students to store them in their Colony Folders.

Procedure
	 1.	 Distribute copies of sample brochures and discuss their purpose. 

Direct students to look at page 5 of the Student Guide to see 
examples of brochures created by other students who have used 
SAIL AMERICA.

	 2.	 Distribute Colony Envelopes, a new TASKS AGREEMENT, and 
a TRAVEL BROCHURE CHECKLIST to each Colony Pair.

	 3.	 Discuss the TRAVEL BROCHURE CHECKLIST, referring to 
the sample brochures as you explain. Give Day 12 as the due date 
for the Travel Brochures (alter the date to fit your schedule).

	 4.	 Read or tell:

“In the next few days, you are going to make a 
Travel Brochure that will entice prospective clients to 
sign on for a voyage to your colony. As you saw in 
the present day brochures, a travel brochure tells 
about the place to visit using words, maps, pictures, 
and drawings. You will use what you have researched 
to provide your clients with the most accurate 
information about your colony.
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Decide if you want to reclaim the 
sample brochures for next year’s 
class, or to allow students to keep 
a copy for their use.

read
tell
or



Before you attempt a final copy of the brochure, 
however, you must make a draft copy. On the draft, 
you will decide what you will say and what the layout 
will be. Layout means where you will place the words, 
maps, and drawings.

The first task for your group is to decide on a slogan 
or nickname to go with your colony. This will be 
printed prominently on your Travel Brochure.

You have compared your colony to other colonies, 
so you are now in a position to create a slogan that 
highlights the good things about your colony.

Rhode Island is known as the ‘Ocean State’ and 
New Hampshire is the ‘Granite State.’ Pennsylvania ran 
an ad campaign that said ‘You have a friend in 
Pennsylvania’ to show tourists that it was a 
friendly place.

So, what nickname might you call your colony? 
And/or what slogan will you use? Use consensus 
to decide.”

	 5.	 As students use consensus to choose a nickname and/or slogan for 
their colony, distribute construction paper for draft brochure.

	 6.	 If students are using Internet pictures, review the correct way to 
download and use picture files. See Setup Directions # 14b, 
Interact’s Internet Resource List on page 8.

	 7.	 Direct Colony Pairs to discuss the tasks needed to complete the 
Travel Brochure by Day 12. Refer them to the Travel 
Brochure Rubric on the CHECKLIST. Using informal 
consensus they should decide who will be responsible for 
what. The Recorder will write the tasks and decisions on the 
TASKS AGREEMENT.

	 8.	 Walk around the classroom to provide assistance and to assess 
group work as Colony Pairs begin to design the draft brochure.

	 9.	 Ten minutes before the end of class ask Colony Pairs to store 
all their work in the Colony Envelope and complete a 
REFLECTION RECORD.
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The art teacher can help students 
with the layout of the Travel 
Brochures. Consider working with 
him/her to create a social studies/
art integrated unit.

Use the COOPERATIVE GROUP 
WORK RUBRIC as needed to 
provide positive reinforcement to 
Colony Pairs working well and to 
help other pairs to know what 
you expect.



	10.	 Collect and review REFLECTION RECORDS before the next 
class to determine if there are any problems that you can help 
students solve.

	11.	 At the end of the class remind students to use their FLASHCARDS 
to study for the formative assessment of the geographical outline 
map of the thirteen colonies. This quiz is scheduled for the next 
class, Day 8.
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Objectives
	 •	 Take a formative assessment
	 •	 Continue work on Travel Brochures
	 •	 Use consensus and cooperation to complete tasks on time

Materials
	 •	 FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT — class set
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD — one per Colony Pair
	 •	 COOPERATIVE GROUP WORK RUBRIC — as needed
	 •	 Colony Envelopes — from previous day

Procedure
	 1.	 Distribute the FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT. Allow at least 20 

minutes for students to complete.

	 2.	 Collect and correct during class while students are working so 
they can take the corrected assessment home to study.
Formative assessment answers.
1.	 Mass Bay	 5.	 NY	 9.	 MD	 13.	 GA
2.	 NH	 6.	 NJ	 10.	 VA	 14.	 1, 2, 3, 4
3.	 RI	 7.	 PA	 11.	 NC	 15.	 5, 6, 7, 8
4.	 CT	 8.	 DE	 12.	 SC	 16.	 9, 10, 11, 12, 13

	 3.	 Address any problems that might have showed up in yesterday’s 
REFLECTION RECORD. Share what is working and generally 
how much the Colony Pairs have accomplished. Return 
REFLECTION RECORDS to Colony Pairs and have them store 
the papers in their Colony Envelopes.

	 4.	 Distribute Colony Envelopes and ask students to conduct another 
Daily Meeting to look at and update the TASKS AGREEMENT.

	 5.	 Distribute a new REFLECTION RECORD 10 minutes before the 
end of the period, and ask students to conduct a Reflection Meeting.

	 6.	 Before starting the meeting, ask students to look at previous 
REFLECTION RECORDS to see what colony facts they have 
chosen to commit to memory. Be certain they have included 
information about an early founder or leader and what he or she 
did for the colony. If they haven’t included founder information 
yet, they should do so on today’s REFLECTION RECORD.

	 7.	 Collect REFLECTION RECORDS and review before the 
next class.
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Correct assessments and return 
them to the students as soon as 
possible so they will know what to 
study for the POSTTEST.



Objectives
	 •	 Continue work on Travel Brochures
	 •	 Use consensus and cooperation to complete tasks on time

Materials
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD — one per Agency per day
	 •	 COOPERATIVE GROUP WORK RUBRIC — as needed
	 •	 Colony Envelopes — from previous day
	 •	 Art supplies (e.g., markers, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, glue) 

— enough for class to share
	 •	 Oaktag or construction paper (12" x 18") — one per Colony Pair 

(for final Travel Brochure)

Procedure
	 1.	 Address any problems that might have shown up in the 

REFLECTION RECORD. Share what is working in some 
groups and generally how much the Colony Pairs have 
accomplished. Check on students’ use of consensus. Return 
REFLECTION RECORDS and remind students to store in their 
Colony Envelopes.

	 2.	 Distribute Colony Envelopes and ask students to conduct another 
Daily Meeting to look at and update the TASKS AGREEMENT.

	 3.	 Walk around the class to provide assistance and to assess group 
work as Colony Pairs begin to design the draft.

	 4.	 When a Colony Pair completes their draft, meet with them and 
together look at the TRAVEL BROCHURE CHECKLIST to 
make sure that they have followed the directions. Suggest that 
they self-assess using the Travel Brochure Rubric.

	 5.	 When you are satisfied with the draft, give them the oaktag or 
construction paper for their final brochure.

	 6.	 Distribute a new REFLECTION RECORD 10 minutes before 
the end of the period, and ask students to conduct a Reflection 
Meeting. Ask students to review previous REFLECTION 
RECORDS. On Day 9 be certain they have included information 
about the natural resources in their colony. Prospective clients 
will want to know these. Think about some of the other colonies’ 
resources, and why their own colony’s are better. If they haven’t 
included natural resource information yet, they should do so on 
today’s REFLECTION RECORD. On Day 10 they should 
include information about Native Americans.
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Take the opportunity to review the 
definitions of consensus and 
reaching consensus. Look at the 
definitions on page 4 of the 
Student Guide.

You may need to help students 
“weed out” research information 
that does not fit in the brochure.

If your students are making tri-fold 
brochures using computers, and 
you have little experience with this, 
go to the Interact website to 
download one of two helpful 
application manuals. Click on the 
Resources link on the home page, 
then click on the Apple Works or 
Microsoft Word link to download 
either of these PDF* documents. 
These documents contain directions 
to explain how to make a trifold 
brochure on a computer using 
either the PC or Mac platform and 
one of the applications listed above.

* Adobe Acrobat Reader is required 
to open and view the PDF 
documents. Acrobat Reader is 
available for free from Adobe’s 
website: www.adobe.com



	 7.	 Ask students to put all work in the Colony Envelope and collect 
the REFLECTION RECORDS. Remind students that their 
brochures must be completed on Day 11.

	 8.	 Also remind students to study the information on their 
REFLECTION RECORDS, and become very familiar with the 
information they wrote in their Travel Brochures. They want to 
be able to speak with authority at the Expo.
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Look at the POSTTEST, but do not 
tell students exact questions. Hint 
at what they should study or 
commit to memory. They will take 
the POSTTEST on Day 16.



Objectives
	 •	 Complete Travel Brochures
	 •	 Color and address invitations to Sail America Expo
	 •	 Use consensus and cooperation to complete tasks on time
	 •	 Design and create invitations to SAIL AMERICA (optional)
	 •	 Prepare bibliographies (optional)

Materials
	 •	 TRAVEL BROCHURE CHECKLIST — from previous day
	 •	 EXPO INVITATIONS — at least 10% more than the guest list 

(from Day 5)
	 •	 Colony Envelopes — from previous day
	 •	 Art supplies (e.g., markers, crayons, colored pencils, scissors, glue) 

— enough for class to share
	 •	 Construction or drawing paper — one per Colony Pair (optional, 

for invitations)

Preparation
	 1.	 If students will design and create their own Expo invitations, 

provide all necessary paper and art supplies, or duplicate EXPO 
INVITATIONS and provide art supplies for them to decorate.

	 2.	 Decide if students will write formal bibliographies reflecting their 
research sources, and what format they will use. Plan to provide 
time, materials, and possibly extra instruction during class.

Procedure
	 1.	 Address any problems that might have shown up in the 

REFLECTION RECORD. Share what is working in th three 
Agencies, and generally how much the Colony Pairs have 
accomplished. Check on students’ use of consensus. Return 
REFLECTION RECORDS and remind students to store them 
in their Colony Envelopes.

	 2.	 Distribute Colony Envelopes and ask students to report how 
close they are to finishing their Travel Brochures. Today should 
be the last day. Remind all groups to look at the TRAVEL 
BROCHURE CHECKLIST and Travel Brochure Rubric to 
complete a self-evaluation.
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DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE THREE: DAY 11



	 3.	 Ask students who have finished their Travel Brochures to form 
a group to prepare the invitations. Students should use 
consensus to delegate the tasks of coloring and addressing the 
invitations by the end of the period. Provide students with the 
necessary information about date and time on the chalkboard. 
Use the guest list that the class generated on Day 5.

	 4.	 Collect all brochures and evaluate before the next class. 
Use the Travel Brochure Rubric on the TRAVEL 
BROCHURE CHECKLIST.

	 5.	 Students do not write a REFLECTION RECORD today. Instead 
they should use the final minutes of the class to organize the 
RECORDS they have written previously. They should informally 
quiz each other on the information that they have chosen to 
commit to memory.

	 6.	 Remind students to study their FLASHCARDS and what they 
have recorded about their colonies on the REFLECTION 
RECORDS or in their Travel Brochures. They will need this to 
talk to their clients with confidence. They will also need some of 
this information for the POSTTEST on Day 16.
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Consider preparing a press 
release for local newspaper and/
or school newspaper. You might 
want to send along a copy of the 
student invitations.



Objectives
	 •	 Share Travel Brochures
	 •	 Learn Daily Routine for Phase Four
	 •	 Review Role Responsibilities
	 •	 Use consensus to assign tasks for Agency Expo Displays

Materials
	 •	 EXPO TASKS AGREEMENT — one per Agency + transparency
	 •	 EXPO CHECKLIST — one per Agency
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORD — one per Agency
	 •	 CONSENSUS CHART — as needed
	 •	 Agency Folders — from Day 2 (to store EXPO TASKS 

AGREEMENTS and REFLECTION RECORDS)
	 •	 Large tri-fold poster (as used for Science Fair projects) — one 

per Agency
	 •	 Construction paper, oak tag or the like, colored pencils, crayons, 

markers, letter stencils, etc. — enough for students

Preparation
	 1.	 Gather all materials to make the Expo displays including tri-fold 

poster board or its equivalent. Put in an accessible place.

	 2.	 Designate an area for each agency to store all materials for 
display including the poster board.

	 3.	 Place an EXPO TASKS AGREEMENT and a REFLECTION 
RECORD in each of the Agency Folders.

Procedure
	 1.	 Return the graded Travel Brochures. If any Colony Pair has not 

met the standard, arrange to meet with them to correct or redo 
the Brochure. Due to time considerations they may have to meet 
with you during recess time or after school. All errors must be 
corrected before the Sail America Expo.

	 2.	 During the first 10 minutes allow students to share their 
Brochures with other Colony Pairs within their Agency.

	 3.	 Convene students as Agencies and distribute Agency Folders.
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PHASE FOUR: DAY 12

The poster boards take up a lot of 
room. Look for storage places. If 
there is a spare room nearby, you 
have hit the jackpot! Otherwise, 
move furniture if necessary to 
accommodate the storage of the 
posters and materials for display.

To ensure against loss, at the 
conclusion of this sharing time 
collect the Colony Envelopes and 
finished Travel Brochures. Store in 
a safe place.



	 4.	 Read or tell:

“You have worked hard. The next few days will be a 
very exciting part of SAIL AMERICA. You are going 
to plan and prepare for the Sail America Expo.

There are two main tasks for this preparation. The 
first is to design and create your Travel Agency’s 
Expo Display. You will concentrate mostly on that 
part today. The second major task is to organize all 
the ‘travel documents’ necessary to book a voyage to 
your colony.

Today, using informal consensus you will decide 
who will be responsible for the various jobs needed to 
design and create your Travel Agency’s Expo Display. 
This Display will be an important focal point of your 
Expo booth. Therefore, it needs to be as attractive and 
eye catching as possible. If your Agency decides to 
exhibit any other pictures, graphs, etc., other than what 
is required, be sure there is enough room on your 
display for it.”

	 5.	 Note that the existing ROLES ROTATION CHART will indicate 
who will be the day’s Leader, Recorder, Timekeeper, and 
Agency Members. Review the Cooperative Group Work 
Rubric on the bottom of page 2 and the Phase Four Roles and 
Responsibilities and Daily Routine on page 3 in the Student 
Guide. Read or tell:

“For the next three days you will add two more 
roles to the roles of Leader and Recorder. These are 
Timekeeper and Agency Member. If you are not in 
the role of Leader, Recorder, or Timekeeper, then you 
are an Agency Member. These roles will also rotate 
daily as you can see on the rotation chart. Let’s look 
at the Student Guide to review the Roles 
and Responsibilities.

“You will decide all the tasks at the beginning of 
each day during the Daily Meeting. You will follow the 
same procedure you did as Colony Pairs for filling out 
an EXPO TASKS AGREEMENT. Each day will end 
with a Reflection Meeting.”
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tell
or

read
tell
or



	 6.	 Using the EXPO TASKS AGREEMENT transparency explain 
the Display and Expo Preparation tasks carefully. Briefly 
introduce the Document Preparation tasks and tell students that 
they will work with these on Day 13.

	 7.	 Distribute the EXPO CHECKLISTS. Call students’ attention to 
the Expo Display Rubric on the bottom of the page. Allow 
10–15 minutes for questions and discussion.

	 8.	 Remind students to use informal consensus to assign tasks and 
to solve any problems that may arise. Show students where they 
can get the supplies they need as they plan out their Displays 
and let them begin.

	 9.	 Allow students to begin tasks as soon as the EXPO TASKS 
AGREEMENT is completed. Circulate around the room to 
ensure that all Expo tasks are being distributed among all the 
agency’s members.

	10.	 As you walk around the room, look at student work, and alert 
them to errors that should be corrected before Expo.

	11.	 Ten minutes before the end of the period, direct students to 
store all display items (pictures, maps, etc.) in one safe area in 
the classroom.

	12.	 Direct each Agency Leader to conduct a Reflection Meeting. 
Remind the Recorders to take detailed notes on the 
REFLECTION RECORDS. As a team each Agency should 
decide on at least one fact to commit to memory today that is 
common to all the colonies in the region.

	13.	 Direct each agency to store the EXPO TASKS AGREEMENT 
and REFLECTION RECORD in the Agency Folder.

	14.	 Collect the Agency Folders and check the REFLECTION 
RECORDS for problems and to make sure that all students 
have a task.

	15.	 Remind students to study their FLASHCARDS and what they 
have recorded about their colonies on the REFLECTION 
RECORDS or in their Travel Brochures. They will need this to 
talk to their clients with confidence. They will also need some of 
this information on the POSTTEST on Day 16.
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DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE FOUR: DAY 12

Have CONSENSUS CHARTS 
handy for agencies to use formal 
consensus if necessary.

The tasks preparing for the 
Display vary in length. Encourage 
students to be as equitable as 
possible in the distribution of 
tasks. Some students may want to 
work together for one task. It is the 
Leader’s role to assist the agency 
in reaching consensus. Check each 
EXPO TASKS AGREEMENT to 
ensure a fair distribution of task 
responsibilities.

Travel Agencies will decide which 
facts about their region to commit 
to memory on Days 12, 13, and 14. 
Three regional facts is a minimum 
knowledge requirement, which 
rates a “3 — Expected” on the 
rubric. You may require more of 
your students.



Objectives
	 •	 Continue work on Expo Displays
	 •	 Organize travel documents for Expo
	 •	 Use consensus and cooperation to complete tasks on time

Materials
	 •	 Agency Folders — from previous day
	 •	 CHOICES OF SPONSORSHIP — one per Colony Pair 

+ transparency
	 •	 RECORD OF BOOKED CLIENTS — one per Colony Pair 

+ transparency
	 •	 BOOKING RECEIPTS — six sets per Colony Pair + transparency
	 •	 DISCOUNTS AND INCENTIVES — one per Colony Pair
	 •	 FAQS — one per Agency
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORDS — one per Agency
	 •	 Overhead projector — one
	 •	 Paper clips, elastics, envelopes, and/or small plastic bags — as 

needed (for Colony Pairs and Agencies to organize their materials)
	 •	 Unlined paper, markers, rulers, scissors — enough for each Agency

Procedure
	 1.	 Rotate roles and distribute Agency Folders with the EXPO 

TASKS AGREEMENTS and REFLECTION RECORDS.

	 2.	 Allow agencies to work on their Expo Displays for about 
15–20 minutes.

	 3.	 Interrupt students to read or tell:

“Each agency should be almost done with design 
and creation of your Expo Display. If not, you will need 
to find additional time to complete it. For the rest of the 
period we are going to work on travel documents.

It is necessary to have a well-organized file of 
records and receipts the day of Sail America Expo. 
Today I am going to explain the ones you will be 
using. You and your agency will receive copies of all 
these documents and organize them. Let’s look at 
those records now.”

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE FOUR: DAY 13
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or

Keeping accurate records is a life 
skill for more than travel agents.



	 4.	 Call students’ attention to the Travel Documents section of the 
EXPO TASKS AGREEMENT.
a.	 These are the travel documents and records that the students 

will need at the Expo.
•	 Some provide information for prospective clients.
•	 Some are needed to accomplish the actual bookings.

b.	 Each Agency will decide whether to complete the documents 
as an Agency or within the Colony Pairs.

c.	 Whatever the decision, the Agency Recorder should record 
their decision on the EXPO TASKS AGREEMENT.

	 5.	 Distribute these records one at a time in following order and 
carefully explain how they will use them.
a.	 CHOICES OF SPONSORSHIP 

This requires careful explanation. Because most colonists 
could not afford to pay for passage to the New World, they 
agreed to certain conditions.
•	 Allow ample time for questions and discussion. It is 

important that students understand the three choices 
colonists could make. The students need to be able to 
explain these to “prospective clients” with confidence.

•	 Each Agency must decide if the CHOICES OF 
SPONSORSHIP will be posted on the main display or 
handed out to clients individually, or if the information 
will be explained by the Colony Pairs.

b.	 RECORD OF BOOKED CLIENTS 
Within each Agency, each Colony must maintain a separate 
record. Students write down or have clients write down the 
information at the time of booking the voyage.

c.	 BOOKING RECEIPTS 
There are four receipts on a page, enough for two bookings. 
The Colony travel agent will use two receipts per booking—
the Travel Agent will keep one, and will give one to the 
booking client. Encourage students to fill in as many blanks 
as possible prior to Expo day.

d.	 DISCOUNTS AND INCENTIVES 
An Agency can decide to offer the same specials from all the 
colonies in their region. Each Colony Pair makes out 
coupons for their colony. Students must prepare sufficient 
copies of the coupons for distribution at the Expo.
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PHASE FOUR: DAY 13

Stress to the students that these 
three choices do reflect the 
methods used by actual colonists 
to travel to the New World.



e.	 FAQS 
Encourage students to add to, delete, revise, etc., this 
document. The answers may reflect individual colonies or 
the region as a whole.
•	 Students must decide if the FAQS will be posted on the 

main display or handed out to clients individually, or if 
the information will be explained by the Colony Pairs.

	 6.	 Remind students to use consensus to distribute tasks equitably.
a.	 Direct the Leaders to convene a Daily Meeting and discuss 

the organization of Travel Documents.
b.	 The Recorder should record the decisions on the EXPO TASKS 

AGREEMENT as soon as they are decided. If more copies of 
any documents are needed, the Recorder requests them.

c.	 The Timekeeper should help students to stay on task.
d.	 All Agency Members should work to make sure that 

everyone has a task to complete, and that no one person 
has too much responsibility.

	 7.	 Remind students to use formal or informal consensus to make 
their decisions, and assure them that is okay for one Agency 
and Colony to make decisions different from other Agencies 
and Colonies. They should modify the documents to best meet 
their needs.

	 8.	 Allow agencies 15–20 minutes to modify documents. Distribute 
any additional travel documents requested and, if there is time, 
direct agencies to color or decorate documents to reflect their 
colony and/or agency.

	 9.	 As you walk around the room, look at student work, and alert them 
to errors that should be corrected before the Expo.

	10.	 Direct students to store all their documents in their Agency Folders 
for completion on Day 14.

DAILY DIRECTIONS
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Be certain that no one person holds 
all the responsibility. If he/she is 
absent on Expo day, then the whole 
operation may fall apart.

Paper clips, elastics, envelopes, 
and small plastic bags may help 
some teams to keep their 
documents in order.



	11.	 Five to 10 minutes before the end of the period convene agencies 
and read or tell:

“You have only one-half of the period tomorrow to 
complete all preparations for Sail America Expo. Be 
certain during your Reflection Meeting today that all 
work that needs to be completed is updated on the 
EXPO CHECKLIST.

If you need any extra time today, after school, or 
before school, see me to make arrangements. You can 
also work outside of school at home. Be sure to store 
posters, pictures, travel brochures, etc. in safe area.”

	12.	 Direct each Agency Leader to conduct a Reflection Meeting. 
Remind the Recorders to take detailed notes on the REFLECTION 
RECORDS. As a team each Agency should decide on at least one 
fact to commit to memory today that is common to all the colonies 
in the region. Collect REFLECTION RECORDS and check for 
problems.

	13.	 Remind students to study their FLASHCARDS and what they 
have recorded about their colonies on the REFLECTION 
RECORDS or in their Travel Brochures. They will need this to 
talk to their clients with confidence. They will also need some of 
this information on the POSTTEST on Day 16.
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read
tell
or



Objectives
	 •	 Finish Expo Displays and all travel documents
	 •	 Finish Agency Expo booths
	 •	 Practice booking “prospective clients”

Materials
	 •	 EXPO SCRIPT — class set
	 •	 REFLECTION RECORDS — one per Agency
	 •	 Agency Folders — from previous day
	 •	 Poster displays — from previous day
	 •	 Construction paper (many colors, 12" x 18") — one per 

Colony Pair

Preparation
	 1.	 Make available all materials students need to prepare for Expo.

Procedure
	 1.	 Rotate roles and distribute Agency Folders. Return 

REFLECTION RECORDS. Direct Leaders to run a Daily 
Meeting and update the EXPO TASKS AGREEMENT to finish 
final tasks. Students who have finished their tasks may help 
others to finish theirs.

	 2.	 This is the last scheduled day for preparations for Sail America 
Expo. Remind students to use their time wisely.

	 3.	 Distribute the EXPO SCRIPT and review the steps of “booking 
a client.” Allow agencies to role-play as Travel Agents and 
clients to practice for the Sail America Expo.

	 4.	 With 15–20 minutes remaining, convene agencies as a whole 
class. This is the time to allow for all questions and concerns 
about Expo. Your students need reassurance from you that Expo 
day is going to be successful and most of all enjoyable. Give as 
much TLC as possible to ensure everyone’s success.

	 5.	 Discuss the following final considerations for Sail America 
Expo. Use the consensus process if there is any disagreement.
a	 Should there be (and who will make) a sign or signs outside 

the classroom directing guests to classroom?
b.	 Should there be (and who will be) a welcoming person at the 

door? (a fourth or third grader is a perfect greeter.)
c.	 What is the best arrangement of classroom furniture so that 

all Expo booths are facing classroom door?
d.	 Where will each Agency booth be located?

DAILY DIRECTIONS
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The EXPO SCRIPT may be difficult 
to decipher for younger students. 
Ask students to highlight the actual 
script words they will say.

Well-prepared Agencies and 
organized bookkeeping records will 
ensure “smooth sailing” for all. 
You deserve to ENJOY observing 
your students engaging with their 
perspective clients! You have 
worked just as hard as your 
students!

If one or two agencies still need 
work time, allow them to continue 
to work and make these decisions 
with the students who are already 
finished.



e.	 What the best location for the radio or tape or CD player for 
background music?

f.	 Where is the best storage arrangement for snacks and drinks 
before serving?

g.	 Will you make a video or photo record of the Expo?
h.	 You will need a signal for the end of the Expo. What signal 

will you use? (Horn, drum, whistle, bell? Students need to 
know what to expect.)

	 6.	 Before the day of Expo, make sure students have made all edits 
and revisions to their Travel Brochures, Travel Documents, and 
Expo Display. Remind them that each Colony must maintain 
completed travel documents and suggest that they keep all travel 
documents in a special folder. Distribute the construction paper 
and have Colony Pairs fold to make a travel documents folder 
for Expo day.

	 7.	 Direct each Agency Leader to conduct a Reflection Meeting. 
Remind the Recorders to take detailed notes on the 
REFLECTION RECORDS. As a team they should decide on at 
least one fact to commit to memory today that is common to all 
the colonies in the region.

	 8.	 Remind students to study their FLASHCARDS and what they 
have recorded about their colonies on the REFLECTION 
RECORDS or in their Travel Brochures. They will need this to 
talk to their clients with confidence. They will also need some of 
this information on the POSTTEST on Day 16.
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Objectives
	 •	 Host and conduct Sail America Expo
	 •	 Meet and “book” prospective clients
	 •	 Organize and maintain all travel documents

Materials
	 •	 POSTTEST RUBRIC — transparency (optional)
	 •	 Agency Folders — from previous day
	 •	 Travel Brochures and travel documents — prepared by students
	 •	 Expo Displays — prepared by students
	 •	 Food, music, decorations, etc. — prepared by students (optional)
	 •	 Paper clips, pens, clipboards, elastics, etc. — supplies for 

each Agency

Preparations
	 1.	 Re-arrange the room well in advance of arrival of guests. The 

three Agency tables, posters, and decorations should all be in a 
place visible to guests. Students generally need at least 15 
minutes to prepare for table arrangements and decorations, 
music, snacks, and Travel Agents’ attire.

	 2.	 Place welcome sign outside of classroom door. Music should be 
playing when guests arrive.

	 3.	 Snacks and drinks including necessary paper goods should be 
placed appropriately at each Agency’s booth.

	 4.	 Sharpened pencils and working pens should be available for 
clients and agents to fill out necessary bookkeeping forms.

	 5.	 If you use one, make sure the greeter is dressed appropriately 
and explain his/her task carefully and completely.

	 6.	 If you intend to use cameras and video to make a record of the 
Expo, make sure they are operating correctly. Consider asking an 
aide or parent volunteer to be your cameraperson.

Procedure
	 1.	 You may make an official announcement to signal the beginning 

of Sail America Expo, but because guests may arrive at different 
times, an introduction may not be necessary.

DAILY DIRECTIONS
PHASE FOUR: DAY 15
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Share the Expo by posting some 
photos and student-made materials 
on a centrally located school 
bulletin board. Send home the video 
or a scrapbook of photos to share 
with parents who could not attend.



	 2.	 Circulate around the Expo booths and assist any student, Colony, 
or Agency that may need it. Check that they are using all the 
forms correctly and that BOOKING RECEIPTS are given to 
“booked clients” as proof of purchase.

	 3.	 Allow 50–60 minutes for the actual Sail America Expo.

	 4.	 Announce the end of Expo with a signal (bell, whistle, etc.)

	 5.	 Direct colony teams to paper clip all their bookkeeping items 
and extra forms together and place them in their Agency Folders.

	 6.	 Collect folders, and rearrange classroom to its original state.

	 7.	 Arrange to have the Agency displays set up in school’s media 
center, lobby, or some other central area for viewing by rest of 
the staff and student body. When it’s time to take them down, 
dismantle the posters carefully and save the tri-fold poster board 
for next year’s class.

	 8.	 Remind students to be study for POSTTEST on Day 16. They 
may want to copy the information they decided to commit to 
memory from the REFLECTION RECORDS.

	 9.	 If you intend to use it, share with students the POSTTEST 
RUBRIC. This will let them know what they must do to “meet” 
the standard.

	10.	 Duplicate the POSTTESTS and prepare for the debriefing on 
Day 16.
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Objectives
	 •	 Complete POSTTEST
	 •	 Participate in a debriefing discussion

Materials
	 •	 POSTTEST — class set
	 •	 POSTTEST RUBRIC — class set (optional)
	 •	 DEBRIEFING QUESTIONS — class set or 

transparency (optional)
	 •	 AWARDS — as needed (optional)

Preparation
	 1.	 Arrange the classroom desks so students take the 

POSTTEST individually.

Procedure
	 1.	 Distribute the POSTTEST. Read the directions aloud.

	 2.	 Walk around the room to be certain students are following 
directions and remembering to use capital letters and 
correct spelling.

	 3.	 When all students have completed the POSTTEST, convene 
them in a discussion circle to debrief their SAIL 
AMERICA experiences.

	 4.	 Debriefing Questions
Discuss those questions that most effectively emphasize your 
teaching objectives, or substitute questions of your own.
a.	 What were some of the reasons that settlers and explorers 

came to the New World?
b.	 How did weather and climate affect the trades of the colonists? 

Do you think this is still true today? Why or why not?
c.	 What impact did the early settlers have on the Native 

Americans living in areas the colonists settled? What impact 
did the Native Americans have on the settlers? Would you have 
interacted similarly or differently? Why or why not?

d.	 How did using consensus facilitate your work with your 
research partner and with your agency members? Was it 
helpful when you and others were not in agreement? Why or 
why not?

e.	 Do you think the early settlers and colonists used consensus? 
If so, when?

DAILY DIRECTIONS
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It is better to spend more time on 
one or two questions to explore the 
students’ knowledge and encourage 
the connections, than to rush 
through the whole list.



f.	 What three to five factors you think contributed to the 
colonists’ ability to survive and establish settlements in 
Early America? Which was the most important and why?

g.	 Would you volunteer to travel to an unknown and unexplored 
place such as Venus or Mars? Who would finance your trip? 
Who would you choose as a leader and why? If you found 
the planet inhabited, how would you communicate with the 
residents and how would you treat them?

	 5.	 Optional Debriefing
a.	 Assign students to mini discussion groups with a Leader and 

Recorder. Give them (or let them choose) a question to 
discuss and create a group “answer.” They can use the formal 
consensus process to ensure that all views will be considered. 
The Informed Decision will be a statement or paragraph that 
reflects how most of the group feels.

b.	 Assign students to individually answer one or more of the 
debriefing questions in writing.

	 6.	 Correct the POSTTEST using the POSTTEST RUBRIC or 
traditional grading. Regardless, require students who do not “meet” 
the standard to meet with you. Devise a plan to re-teach, or require 
students to study on their own. Re-administer the POSTTEST until 
students demonstrate they have learned the material. If necessary, 
accommodate some students who may be able to take the test 
orally, but cannot write what they know.
a.	 For the map and geography questions #1–5, use the 4-point 

rubric. In order to earn a “4”, a student must identify ALL 
the colonies, landforms, bodies of water, and lands bordering 
the colonies, and color the regions correctly and neatly with 
no intrusive errors in spelling and grammar.

b.	 For questions 6–9, decide what you expect your students to 
be able to write in order to meet the standard. Award them a 
“3 — Expected.” If a student writes appreciably more, then 
award them a “4”. Insist students rewrite any answer that 
does not meet standard.

	 7.	 Awards
You may choose to recognize with awards individual students, 
Colony Pairs, or Travel Agencies. Consider giving awards for 
exemplary cooperation, exemplary design and content of 
Travel Brochures, and exemplary design and presentation of 
the Expo Displays.
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A debriefing discussion is much 
more valuable to student 
comprehension of historical 
connections than is an individual 
written response. Consider option 
5.b. as an extension of, rather than 
a replacement for the class and/or 
group discussion.



Additional Historical Thinking Standards
Standard 3: Historical Analysis and Interpretation
Standard 5: Historical Issues-Analysis and Decision-Making

Introduction
	 1.	 Why a time line?

Time lines help students to realize how along ago something has 
occurred and what events preceded and followed. They also offer 
opportunities to discuss causation and outcome of events and to 
formulate positions or courses of action for present day issues.

	 2.	 Equal intervals
The most important lesson to convey in creating a time line is 
the importance of equal interval lengths. If one inch = 10 years 
on a timeline from 1900 to 1910, then the interval between 1990 
and 2000 must be one inch as well.

	 3.	 Overall length
If the time line interval is 10 years = 1", then the overall 
length for a 100-year time line will be 10 inches. A 1,000-year 
time line using the same interval scale would be over 8' long. 
If overall lengths are too long, increase the value of the 
intervals (e.g., 30 years = 1". At this interval, 1,000 years 
measures less than 3').

	 4.	 Grouping Students
Have students work in pairs or teams. The students’ interaction and 
discussion increases understanding and recall. Consider creating a 
whole-class time line, with teams researching different decades or 
centuries, then sharing information within the class.

Materials
	 •	 Manila paper (12" x 18") — four per Colony Pair —OR—
	 •	 Adding machine tape — determine optimal length
	 •	 Rulers — one per Colony Pair

Teaching Suggestions
	 1.	 All time lines need titles. Direct students to leave a space for the 

title of their time line.

	 2.	 Insist that students work in pencil until they are sure of their 
interval measurements and dates.

	 3.	 Direct students to measure the intervals and label years every 
five inches or so.

DAILY DIRECTIONS
EXTENSIONS: TIME LINE
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1–2 hours

Colony Pairs or 
Travel Agencies

Teach students how to draw a time 
line correctly. Students sometimes 
try to lengthen an interval because 
they have a lot of events to fit. Or, 
sometimes, students will shorten 
intervals or skip years because 
there were no events recorded.

Four pieces of paper taped end-to-
end yield 72", which can be cut to 
display 500+ years using a 10 
years = 1" interval

Use adding machine tape for 
longer periods of time, or if you 
want to have one year = 1". 500 
years would equal 500 inches or 
almost 42 feet. This looks quite 
impressive taped around the room.

It is not necessary to write every 
year. Writing too many dates 
makes the time line look crowded 
and actually impedes 
understanding it.



	 4.	 Allow students to neatly print the events on strips of paper or 
type them on computer and print in a large font. Insist they 
check spelling and necessary capital letters.

	 5.	 Direct students to cut out the events and arrange them on the 
time line in correct chronological order before pasting them. 
Have other team members check the order.

	 6.	 If students do not have time to glue the strips during a single 
class meeting, tell them to store the strips safely in an envelope 
until they have time to work again.

	 7.	 Encourage effective decorations such as drawings, maps, and 
downloaded images from the Internet. Decorations and colors 
look good as background or to highlight specific events.

	 8.	 Remind students to write only brief descriptions of events. Time 
lines announce when events took place. Readers of time lines are 
expected to read about the events in other texts.
Example: This time line sample entry is much too long:
•	 Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence 

and representatives from the colonies at the Second 
Continental Congress signed it on July 4, 1776.

This entry is much better:
•	 July 4, 1776–Declaration of Independence

Content
	 1.	 For SAIL AMERICA, ask students to create a time line from 1492 

to the present. If using adding machine tape, you might start at 
1000 C.E. (when Vikings settled Greenland) to the present. 
Wondering why exploration and settlement stopped for almost 500 
years is an exciting history mystery.

	 2.	 Suggest specific content for students to include on their timeline. 
Ask students to very briefly research the date(s) for each event.
a.	 Historical events (e.g., the Civil War, Women’s Suffrage, 

President Kennedy’s assassination, Vietnam War, etc.)
b.	 Inventions (e.g., steam engine, airplane, computer, etc.)
c.	 Fads in style or entertainment (e.g., wigs, hoop skirts, 

hippie long hair)
d.	 Local historical events or buildings (Students will have to 

research in places other than encyclopedias. This may 
include archived newspapers, interviews, cemeteries, 
cornerstones, and public plaques.
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Require that students make a 
timeline key that cites the sources 
of any materials copied from texts 
or the Internet.

If you choose to display time lines 
above eye level, remember to use 
an extra large print size. 
Otherwise, students will not be 
able to read the information.

A local history component would 
address an additional History 
Thinking Standard, Standard 4: 
Historical Research Capabilities.



Additional Historical Thinking Standards
Standard 2: Historical Comprehension

Passenger Packing
Introduction
	 1.	 Help student realize that the ships taking colonists to the 

Colonies in the 1600s were no cruise ships! The measured area 
refers to that space reserved for colonists traveling in small 
cabins. Many just shared hammocks below deck.

Materials
	 •	 Masking Tape — one roll per Agency
	 •	 Measuring tape — one per Agency

Teaching Suggestions
	 2.	 Direct that students measure a 5' x 3' rectangle on the floor along 

a wall and mark it with masking tape. Next tell them to measure 
four feet above the rectangle and mark it with a piece of tape 
This 5' x 3' x 4' space represents the space allotted a colonist on 
board a ship to the Colonies. In that space they not only stored all 
their clothing, tools, books, etc., but they also slept!

	 3.	 Direct Agencies to discuss what a Colony-bound traveler should/
could fit in this space. After discussing, they use consensus to 
decide what they will take. Also using consensus agency members 
estimate how much room each item will take and how to arrange 
it so that they still have room to sleep.

	 4.	 Allow Agencies 5–7 minutes each to report on what they took and 
how they arranged it. Be sure to ask what they had to leave behind.

Postcard Home
Materials
	 •	 Index cards (unlined, 5" x 8") — class set	 —OR—
		  Lined paper (8.5" x 11") — class set

Teaching Directions
	 1.	 Ask students to pretend that they are recent arrivals in the 

American Colonies in the 1600s. They should write a postcard 
that clearly gives information that they have learned about their 
colony. For example, a RI colonist might describe a day hand 
line fishing on Narragansett Bay. A Pennsylvania colonist might 
mention attending a Quaker meeting on First Day (Sunday).

	 2.	 Award “4” — Exemplary scores to Postcards that include the 
most information in a chatty, informal message. These should 
not be reports!

DAILY DIRECTIONS
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One hour each activity

5–10 minutes

15–20 minutes each

Encourage students to decorate 
the front with a historically 
appropriate picture.

More advanced students to write a 
letter rather than a postcard. 
Distribute writing paper and give 
the assignment.



Three major land divisions form the eastern side of the United States: the Appalachian Mountains, the 
Piedmont, and the Atlantic Coastal Plain. The line where the Piedmont and the Plain meet is called the 
Fall Line.

Appalachian Mountains
The Appalachian Mountain Range stretches from Northern Alabama to Canada. It contains the 
White and Green Mountains in the New England section. The Catskills, Allegheny, and Blue Ridge 
Mountains form the middle section. In the South, there are the Great Smoky Mountains and the 
Black Mountains. The Appalachian Range is between 100 and 300 miles wide, and its peaks are 
from 1,500 to 6,700 feet high.

Many mountains in the Appalachian Mountain Range have rounded peaks covered with forests. 
Between the mountains are wide valleys where fertile soil provided good farmland for the settlers.

Piedmont
As the land slopes downward toward the Atlantic Ocean, there is an area of rolling hills and green 
valleys called the Piedmont. Even though the land is rocky, the soil there is deep and fertile. Settlers 
could grow good crops and raise strong livestock along the Piedmont.

Fall Line
Where the Piedmont and the Atlantic Coastal Plain meet is called the Fall Line. The name describes what 
happens when rivers flowing from the Appalachian Highlands and down through the Piedmont flow or 
“fall” over the ledge of the Piedmont’s hard rock. Waterfalls formed along the Fall Line supplied power to 
turn wheels for grain and lumber mills. Settlements and towns grew along the Fall Line. They include 
some of the busiest manufacturing cities today, such as Philadelphia, Schenectady, and Trenton.

Atlantic Coastal Plain
The area between the Piedmont and the Atlantic Ocean is called the Atlantic Coastal Plain. Below the 
Fall Line in the Atlantic Coastal Plain, the rivers are slow and wide. Over time as they flowed to the 
Atlantic Ocean, these rivers deposited silt, sand, and minerals to form a sloping shelf of soil. Because 
this soil is deep and fertile, the settlers found it ideal for raising vegetables and fruit.
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Roger Williams, Founder of Rhode Island, arrived in Boston February 5, 1631

In 1636, Williams founded the colony of Rhode Island based upon principles of 
complete religious toleration, separation of church and state, and political democracy 
(values that the U.S. would later be founded upon). It became a refuge for people 
persecuted for their religious beliefs. Anabaptists, Quakers, and Jews settled in 
Rhode Island.

After forming the first Baptist Church in America, Williams left it to seek spirituality 
in different ways. He stopped preaching to his friends, the Indians, when he realized that 
their form of worship also fell under his principle of religious freedom. He declared, 
“forced worship stinks in God’s nostrils.” Williams’ ideas were radical at the time, but 
can you imagine living in a place without religious freedom now?
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Founders and 
Leaders—in 
chronological 
order
Important 
men and 
women

Roger Williams
•	 Set up colony of RI in 1636
•	 Believed in accepting all religions (No persecution)
•	 Believed that the government and religion should 
be separate

•	 Friendly to the Native Americans
•	 His ideas considered extreme and were not shared 
by most other people



New England Colonies
Massachusetts Bay — Puritans from England 

were dissatisfied with the English 
church. Left England for America 
hoping to be free to practice 
their religion in their own way.

Rhode Island — Roger Williams, a Puritan 
from Massachusetts, left that 
colony because he had broken 
the Puritan law of speaking 
against their strictness. Instead of 
returning to England, headed for 
Narragansett Bay and began a 
new colony where the church 
and the government would 
be separate.

Connecticut — Discovered first by a Dutchman, 
Adrien Block, in 1614 during his 
explorations. Settlers came from 
Massachusetts looking for better 
farmland.

New Hampshire — First discovered in 1603 by 
Martin Pring, an English explorer, 
looking for sassafras trees to 
make sassafras tea, a favorite 
drink in England. Other settlers 
came with John Smith – area later 
became part of Massachusetts but 
strict Puritans rules caused the 
settlers to break away and form 
their own colony.

Middle Colonies
Delaware — Discovered by explorers, first by 

Henry Hudson and soon after by 
Samuel Argall) looking for a 
faster water route to India. 
Settlers came knowing there were 
lands rich in forest, furs, 
and wildlife.

Pennsylvania — Settled by William Penn, a 
Quaker, looking for less harsh 
religious rules than England.

New York & New Jersey— Explorers looking 
for river route to Asia came 
upon the coast of New York. 
Changed hands among 
Europeans a number of times… 
Dutch, Swedes, and finally 
the English.

Southern Colonies
Virginia — First attempt to settle were English 

looking for riches of gold.

Maryland — Settled by George Calvert, a 
Catholic Englishman, looking for 
a place where Catholics could 
practice their religion freely.

South Carolina — Lord Proprietors from 
England were looking for more 
land to settle

North Carolina — Settlers followed the 
English explorer, Sir Walter 
Raleigh, who was looking for 
land for the Queen of England.

Georgia — Last of the colonies, started by 
James Oglethorpe who brought 
debtors from England to work 
off their debts instead of 
remaining in English prisons.

REASONS FOR SETTLING
TEACHER REFERENCE
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MASSACHUSETTS BAY
Geography
	 •	 Upper edge of Atlantic Coastal Plain known as coastal uplands which are hilly
	 •	 Soil is thin and covered with rocks left by the retreat of glacier
	 •	 Eastern part is coastal area—low and flat with sandy beaches; Western part is rolling hills
	 •	 Cape Cod stretches out with a hook along the southern coast
	 •	 Many small islands along coast; some salt marshes along coastal area

Climate
	 •	 Continental climate—mild to hot, wet summers and cold, wet winters (fall comes early)
	 •	 Ocean currents affect weather and climate along the coast
	 •	 Frequent fog along coast from warm Gulf Stream from south mixing with very cold Labrador 

Current from north
	 •	 Weather changes quickly

Natural Resources
	 •	 Thick forest supply much wood
	 •	 Some of richest fishing grounds in world
	 •	 Along coast much shellfish—quahogs (hard shelled clams), scallops, oysters
	 •	 Maple trees gave maple syrup

Trade
	 •	 Shipbuilding, which led to barrel, rope, sail making
	 •	 Merchant trade—import and export
	 •	 Fishing and whaling
	 •	 Little farming due to rocky soil
	 •	 Trade with West Indies for sugar/molasses and slaves
	 •	 Traded rum (made from molasses) for slaves from Africa

Government/Leaders
1620—Pilgrims from England arrived on Mayflower
1620—Plymouth (first permanent colony)
1621—Pilgrims agreed to govern themselves in written document (Mayflower Compact)
1630—John Carver (first governor)
1630—Puritans from England followed with a charter from king to start Massachusetts Bay Colony
	 •	 Puritans created a government closely tied to the church (strict rules)
1630—John Winthrop (first governor of Massachusetts Bay Colony)

Native Americans
	 •	 Wampanoag—lived in dome-shaped wigwams
	 •	 Planted corn, beans, squash (known as three sisters)
	 •	 Chief Massasoit’s son, Metacomet became known as King Phillip
	 •	 Between 1675 and 1676—King Phillip’s War (Wampanoag with Narragansett attacked and 

destroyed colonial settlements)
	 •	 Descendants of Wampanoag live on island of Martha’s Vineyard and in Cape Cod communities
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RHODE ISLAND
Geography
	 •	 Upper edge of Atlantic Coastal Plain known as coastal uplands, which are hilly
	 •	 Soil is thin and covered with rocks left by the retreat of glacier
	 •	 Northern part is slightly hilly
	 •	 Eastern part—large bay (Narragansett Bay with large and small islands)
	 •	 Southern coast—many beaches (Some salt marshes along coastal area)

Climate—very similar to Massachusetts
	 •	 Continental climate—mild to hot, wet summers and cold, wet winters (fall comes early)
	 •	 Ocean currents affect weather and climate along the coast.
	 •	 Frequent fog along coast from warm Gulf Stream from south mixing with very cold Labrador 

Current from north
	 •	 Weather changes quickly

Natural Resources
	 •	 Thick forest supplying much wood
	 •	 Along coast much shellfish—quahogs (hard shelled clams), scallops, oysters, and lobsters
	 •	 Broad sandy beaches

Trade—very similar to Massachusetts
	 •	 Shipbuilding, which led to barrel, rope, sail making
	 •	 Merchant trade—import and export
	 •	 Exported beef and wool
	 •	 Fishing and whaling
	 •	 Trade with West Indies for sugar/molasses and slaves (Traded rum (made from molasses) for 

slaves from Africa)

Government/Leaders
	 •	 Roger Williams—Puritan minister disagreed with Puritan religious leaders of Massachusetts
1635—Williams fled south (started small settlement, Providence)
1636—King of England granted charter to Williams
	 •	 First colony to offer religious freedom (Quakers, Jews, and Catholics found refuge)
1638—Ann Hutchinson went to RI after being found guilty of questioning Mass. Puritan leaders
	 •	 Everyone who owned land helped make laws
	 •	 Men from each town formed the part of government called the General Assembly

Native Americans
	 •	 Wampanoag—lived in dome-shaped wigwams (also known as witus)
	 •	 Many died in early 1600s in an epidemic
	 •	 Planted corn, beans, squash—known as three sisters
	 •	 1662 Massasoit’s son became chief—colonists called him King Philip
	 •	 Between 1675 and 1676—King Phillip’s War (Wampanoag with Narragansett attacked and 

destroyed colonial settlements)

COLONY FACTS: NEW ENGLAND COLONIES
TEACHER REFERENCE
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CONNECTICUT
Geography
	 •	 Upper edge of Atlantic Coastal Plain known as coastal uplands which are hilly
	 •	 Central part is valley formed near the Connecticut River
	 •	 Rivers and bays—similar to Massachusetts and Rhode Island
	 •	 Southern coast has sandy beaches, inlets, small islands
	 •	 Soft, rolling hills in western part

Climate—very similar to Massachusetts and Rhode Island
	 •	 Continental climate—mild to hot, wet summers and cold, wet winters (fall comes early)
	 •	 Ocean currents affect weather and climate along the coast
	 •	 Frequent fog along coast from warm Gulf Stream from south mixing with very cold Labrador 

Current from north
	 •	 Weather changes quickly

Natural Resources
	 •	 Rich, fertile soil along Connecticut River Valley
	 •	 Forests supplied lumber
	 •	 Different types of trees—willow used for barrel making
	 •	 Fish in rivers and bays

Trade
	 •	 Farming—very profitable in Connecticut River Valley
	 •	 Shipbuilding, barrel making
	 •	 Fishing and whaling
	 •	 Exported wood, food, and cattle
	 •	 Imported guns, spices, and clothing
	 •	 Peddlers—people who traveled by foot and cart and bartered (traded) goods from one home 

to another

Government/Leaders
1614—Adrien Block from Netherlands first European to explore Connecticut
	 •	 Dutch built trading post, the House of Hope
1636—Hartford—first permanent settlement (Thomas Hooker, an English settler from Massachusetts, 

led 100 settlers into Connecticut because Puritan laws were too strict)
1639—Fundamental Orders adopted giving Connecticut laws that ruled until 1662 (Fundamental 

Orders gave people the right to tell lawmakers how to run colony)
1662—Ruled by charter for only two years (reverted to English colony for next 100 years)

Native Americans
	 •	 Many different tribes—Quinnipiac, Mohegan, and Pequot
	 •	 Lived in bark-covered longhouses
	 •	 Often built palisaded villages to prevent other tribes from invading
	 •	 Raised corn, beans, squash and tobacco
	 •	 Pequot massacred by colonists from Massachusetts—only few remain today
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NEW HAMPSHIRE
Geography
	 •	 Upper edge of Atlantic Coastal Plain known as coastal uplands, which are hilly
	 •	 Soil is thin and covered with rocks left by the retreat of glacier
	 •	 Coastal lowland—only 13 miles of coastline with sandy beaches and tidal wetlands
	 •	 Eastern section—Merrimack Valley, Hills and Lakes region, and Connecticut River Valley
	 •	 White Mountains—Mt. Washington, highest point (6,288 ft.) in New England
	 •	 Northern region—densely forested hills and forests

Climate
	 •	 Continental climate—mild to hot, wet summers and cold, wet winters (fall comes early)
	 •	 Ocean currents affect weather and climate along the coast
	 •	 Harsher climate than other NE colonies
	 •	 Fierce storms and winds in mountain regions

Natural Resources
	 •	 Much timber from forests
	 •	 Granite quarries in some regions; built stonewalls as boundaries
	 •	 Fertile soil in Merrimack and Connecticut River Valleys
	 •	 Fish and shellfish along short coastline

Trade
	 •	 Fishing—especially codfish and hunting—beaver furs
	 •	 Farming
	 •	 Shipbuilding—white pine tress used as masts for English Navy ships
	 •	 Exported—fish, furs, and lumber to Europe
	 •	 Imported—many household goods (as did other NE colonies)

Government/Leaders
1609—John Smith claimed land for England
1622—King James gave land to John Mason and Sir Ferdinando Gorges (Mason who lived in 

Hampshire, England named it New Hampshire)
1629—Mason and Gorges divided land (Mason took New Hampshire and Gorges took area that would 

later become Maine)
1630—Settlers sent by Mason build town near field of wild strawberries (called it Strawberry Bank 

which later was called Portsmouth)
1641—Merged with neighboring Massachusetts Bay Colony
1679—England turned New Hampshire into a Royal colony separating it from Massachusetts
	 •	 Town meetings—men decided how the town should be governed

Native Americans
	 •	 Algonquian Indians prominent for hundred of years (Most were friendly to settlers)
	 •	 Many different tribes of Algonquian—Piscataqua, Nashua, Pennacook, Coosuc, and Ossipees
	 •	 Lived in villages and dome-shaped wigwams
	 •	 Many introduced settlers to succotash—dish of corn and beans
	 •	 Gradually pushed out by Europeans arriving in 1600s
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NEW JERSEY
Geography
	 •	 Bounded by water on three sides
	 •	 Most of the southern part is Atlantic Coastal Plain with gently rolling hills
	 •	 Northeast is Piedmont with Hudson River as boundary
	 •	 West is New England Upland with ridges of rock, and lakes in-between
	 •	 Northwest is mountainous area of Appalachian Ridge and Valley Region
	 •	 Delaware Bay to south along Atlantic Ocean (Salt marshes along coast)

Climate—quite similar to New York
	 •	 Two-climate zone
	 •	 Southeastern coastal part—marine climate with mild, wet winters and mild, wet summers
	 •	 Rest has continental climate—mild to hot, wet summers and cold, wet winters (not as harsh as 

New England)

Natural Resources
	 •	 Southern New Jersey—Pine Barrens (large swampy, sandy area of pine tress, wild orchids, and 

other interesting plant life)
	 •	 Forests and marshlands home to deer, foxes, wild turkeys, and pheasants
	 •	 Fertile soil for growing many vegetables

Trade
	 •	 Exported and grew for themselves—wheat, corn, rye, oats, and barley
	 •	 Leading sheep-raising colony in mid–1700s
	 •	 Fishing, whaling, and shipbuilding
	 •	 Imported furniture, tea, cloth, and other goods

Government/Leaders
1609—Henry Hudson (claims New Jersey for Dutch as part of New Amsterdam)
1624—Dutch built Fort Nassau on Delaware River
1643—Swedes arrive in and built Fort Elfsborg near Fort Nassau
1655—Peter Stuyvesant (governor of New York) persuades Swedes to leave without a fight
1664—English take over New Netherlands (King James of England gives part of New York to friends, 

Sir George Carteret and Lord John Berkeley)
1664—Carteret was from Isle of Jersey in England (King James named it New Jersey)
1672—Dutch reclaim New Jersey
1674—Carteret and Berkeley take back colony
1702—Becomes English Royal Colony

Native Americans
	 •	 Major group—Lenni-Lenape (Original People); known as kind, peaceful and fair
	 •	 Many villages close to Delaware River; Wigwams—homes of Lenni-Lenape
	 •	 Planted corn, beans, squash (known as three sisters)
	 •	 Welcomed Europeans; whose treaties tricked them into giving up rights to ancestral homelands
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DELAWARE
Geography
	 •	 Area mostly lies on flat, coastal plain
	 •	 Southern boundary consists of 30,000 acres of swamp land
	 •	 Delaware Bay
	 •	 Shares Delmarva Peninsula with Maryland and Virginia
	 •	 Northern part is Piedmont consisting mostly of hills

Climate
	 •	 Coastal part—marine climate with mild, wet winters and mild, wet summers
	 •	 Growing season similar to Maryland

Natural Resources
	 •	 Variety of wildlife including beaver, foxes, muskrats, otters, and turtles
	 •	 Variety of fish and shellfish along coastal beaches

Trade—similar to New Jersey
	 •	 Imported furniture, tea, cloth, and other goods
	 •	 Exported and grew for themselves—wheat, corn, rye, oats, and barley
	 •	 Rivers powered sawmills and flour mills
	 •	 Building of dikes, walls built to hold back water

Government/Leaders
1609—Henry Hudson discovers bay
1610—English sea captain, Samuel Argall enters bay (names it Delaware Bay in honor of English 

Lord De La Warr, an earlier governor of Virginia)
1620s—Dutch explore and settle area of New Amsterdam (New York and New Jersey, and part of 

which later becomes Delaware)
1630—First Dutch settlement, Zwaanendael, which means Valley of the Swans, on land purchased 

from Lenni-Lenape
1631–1632—Zwaanendael burned down by Lenape Indians
1637—Peter Minuit brought settlers from Sweden to Delaware (became first governor)
1655–1664—Dutch and Swedes continue to fight over Delaware
1664—English defeat Dutch and Delaware becomes English colony

Native Americans—same as New Jersey
	 •	 Major group—Lenni-Lenape (Original People)
	 •	 Known as kind, peaceful and fair
	 •	 Many villages close to Delaware River
	 •	 Wigwams—homes of Lenni-Lenape
	 •	 Planted corn, beans, squash (known as three sisters)
	 •	 Welcomed Europeans
	 •	 Gave up rights to ancestral homelands through trickery of treaties with European settlers
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NEW YORK
Geography—diverse
	 •	 Niagara Falls—northeastern section
	 •	 Movement of glacier stopped near area of Middle Colonies
	 •	 High, rugged Adirondack Mountains located in north
	 •	 Appalachian Highlands west of Hudson River (runs north to south)
	 •	 Hudson-Mohawk lowlands south of Adirondack highlands—follow rivers north and west
	 •	 Finger Lake Region (Lake George, Lake Champlain, Lake Ontario, and Lake Erie)
	 •	 St. Lawrence-Champlain lowlands near Lake Ontario; Erie-Ontario lowlands further west
	 •	 Atlantic Coastal Plain in southeastern part

Climate—two-climate zone
	 •	 Southeastern coastal part—marine climate with mild, wet winters and mild, wet summers
	 •	 Rest has continental climate—mild to hot, wet summers and cold, wet winters (not as harsh as 

New England)

Natural Resources
	 •	 Forests of ash, birch, maple, spruce, white pine, and other cover about 60% of region
	 •	 Thick fertile soil in hills and valleys
	 •	 Otter, fox, raccoon, and bear in forests
	 •	 Natural hydro (water) energy from many rapidly moving rivers and waterfalls at fall line

Trade
	 •	 Fur trading post of New Amsterdam became valuable port
	 •	 Imported furniture, tea, cloth, and other good
	 •	 Exported wheat, oats, and corn to Europe

Government/Leaders
1609—Henry Hudson claims land for Dutch (calls it New Amsterdam)
1624—Dutch West India Company sends 18 families to New Amsterdam
1625—Peter Minuit, colony’s first governor, bought Manhattan (Island of the Hills) from Indians 

with goods worth about $24.00
1647—Peter Stuyvesant, nicknamed Peg Leg Pete (had a wooden leg), named second governor
1664—English take over New Netherlands (given to Duke of York who renames it New York)
1691—becomes Royal Colony after much unrest

Native Americans
	 •	 Algonquians lived in southeast; Iroquois lived in rest of region—very organized
	 •	 Lived in longhouses—eight to 10 families lived in one
	 •	 Planted corn, beans, squash (known as three sisters), tobacco and sunflowers
	 •	 Snow food—popcorn with maple sugar poured over it
	 •	 Also used corn for medicine—ointment made from crushed cornstalks applied to wounds
	 •	 Game of lacrosse played by Iroquois
	 •	 Developed wampum (polished shell beads) similar to Indians of Rhode Island
	 •	 1655—Governor Stuyvesant fought with Swedish (Algonquians forced to give up lands lived on 

for hundreds of years)
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PENNSYLVANIA
Geography
	 •	 Southeast—coastal plain and Piedmont with rolling land and hills
	 •	 Allegheny Mountains run northeast to southwest
	 •	 Northwest—plateau follows to Lake Erie lowlands
	 •	 Many rivers

Climate
	 •	 Mild to hot, wet summers; cold, wet winters
	 •	 Growing season similar to Maryland

Natural Resources
	 •	 Iron ore, coal, limestone, slate, natural gas found in hills and mountains
	 •	 Fertile soil in coastal plain area
	 •	 Thick forests—wildlife of deer, bears, elk, and game birds

Trade
	 •	 Exported large amounts of grains—wheat, corn, rye, and oats
	 •	 Farming produced grains, potatoes, peas, and flax—fibers used to make cloth
	 •	 Produced bricks—made from clay found along river banks
	 •	 Shipbuilding and shipping (only the colonial Boston did more shipping than Philadelphia)
	 •	 Related jobs to shipbuilding—barrel making, sails, blacksmiths, etc.

Government/Leaders
1643—Swedish colonist settle on Tinicum Island (near Philadelphia)
1655—captured by Netherlands and ruled for nine years
1664—Duke of York from England took over area
1681—King Charles II of England gives land to William Penn, an English Quaker, as a way to repay 

debt owed to Penn’s father
1682—William Penn and 100 Quakers arrive in America
1682—First permanent settlement at Philadelphia, “city of brotherly love” (Penn wanted colony to live 

in peace and laws to be fairer than in England and other colonies)
	 •	 Frame of Government—laws to govern colony allowed freedom of worship (Also, person 

accused of crime entitled to trial with 12 jurors)

Native Americans
	 •	 Delaware, Susquehannock, and Shawnee (held many festivals and ceremonies to honor gods)
	 •	 Delaware—part of Lenni Lenape who lived in Delaware and New Jersey
	 •	 Lived in longhouses (wigwams)
	 •	 Sachems—men who served as chiefs of tribe
	 •	 Delaware earned name, “Grandfathers,” because of peaceful, generous, honorable ways
	 •	 1682—Penn insisted Indians and colonists were equals (made Great Treaty with Indians)
	 •	 1682—Penn acquired land from Indians peacefully through “walking formula” (how far a person 

could walk in three days). Penn thought land walked off in 1–1/2 days was enough and could use 
rest of walk for another time

	 •	 1737—Walking Purchase (Penn’s son Thomas tricked Indians in land deals—he used three 
athletic men to “run” the land and actually measured off 66 miles instead of the normal 40 miles.)
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VIRGINIA
Geography
	 •	 Situated along Atlantic Coastal Plain—low-lying area called tidewater consisting of fertile soil
	 •	 James River is the east
	 •	 Irregular coastline offering protection against Atlantic storms
	 •	 Appalachian Highlands stretch both north and south
	 •	 Great Valley lies in heart of Appalachian Highlands
	 •	 Piedmont between Highlands and Coastal Plain—region of rolling land with deep, rich soil

Climate
	 •	 Located in middle latitudes or temperate region with mild wet summers and winters
	 •	 Comfortable temperatures year round.
	 •	 Seven to eight month growing season
	 •	 Temperatures in Appalachian Highlands are cooler than coast

Natural Resources
	 •	 Rich, fertile soil
	 •	 Hundreds of kinds of fish and shellfish—clams, oysters, crabs
	 •	 Coastal region covered with softwood trees
	 •	 Cooler uplands covered with hardwood trees

Trade
	 •	 Growing and selling of cash crops—mainly tobacco (colonist John Rolfe introduced a new type 

of tobacco)
	 •	 Cash crops grown on large farms called plantations
	 •	 Slaves and indentured servants were cheap labor
	 •	 Exported tobacco to England (by 1628, exported 500,000 pounds a year)
	 •	 Imported luxury items (silver, china, paintings, books, and silk and velvet clothes) from England

Government/Leaders
1607—London Company sent group of colonists to settle
1607—Jamestown first permanent settlement
	 •	 Early leaders—Captain John Smith and Sir Thomas Gates
1617—colonists allowed to elect their own representatives, called burgesses
	 •	 House of Burgesses—the start of self-government in America

Native Americans
	 •	 Local tribe Algonquian—leader was Powhatan
	 •	 Lived in either wigwams or longhouses
	 •	 Early encounters with colonists were friendly
	 •	 John Rolfe married Powhatan’s daughter, Pocahontas
	 •	 Late 1600s were tricked to give up lands through treaties with colonists
	 •	 Many died of smallpox and other diseases brought by Europeans
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MARYLAND
Geography
	 •	 Atlantic Coastal Plain but narrower and flatter than the other Southern colonies
	 •	 Tidewater region—similar to Virginia
	 •	 Chesapeake Bay cuts deeply into the Atlantic coastline
	 •	 Potomac River borders Virginia
	 •	 Safe harbors
	 •	 Some swampy lowlands
	 •	 Northwestern corner has some Appalachian Highlands

Climate
	 •	 Similar to other Southern colonies with mild to hot, wet summers and mild, wet winters
	 •	 Growing season similar to Virginia

Natural Resources
	 •	 Rich fertile soil—similar to Virginia
	 •	 Chesapeake Bay rich with shellfish—clams, oysters, crabs

Trade
	 •	 Grew and exported tobacco to England
	 •	 Grew corn
	 •	 Slave trade—slaves needed on plantations similar to Virginia
	 •	 Indentured or bond servants—work for number of years as compared to no limit of working 

time for slaves
	 •	 Shipping—large industry
	 •	 Smaller farms run by yeoman farmers as in Georgia

Government/Leaders
1632—King Charles gave charter to George Calvert and his family to start colony for Catholics
	 •	 Maryland received name from King’s wife, Henrietta Maria
1633—St. Mary’s first permanent settlement
	 •	 Calverts gave land to rich colonists—lord of a manor
	 •	 Lords helped make laws of the colony
1649—Lawmakers passed Act of Toleration allowing different kinds of Christians to live and work 

in Maryland

Native Americans
	 •	 Some native tribes were Susquehannock, Piscataway, Nanticokes, and Pocomokes
	 •	 Lived in wigwams
	 •	 Native food was hominy, a puffed-kernel corn dish
	 •	 About 15,000 Native Americans in Maryland when Europeans first arrived
	 •	 Little is known because so few were left in 1700s
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NORTH CAROLINA
Geography
	 •	 Situated along Atlantic Coastal Plain—low-lying area called tidewater consisting of fertile soil
	 •	 Irregular coastline offering protection against Atlantic storms
	 •	 Appalachian Highlands stretch both north and south
	 •	 Great Valley lies in heart of Appalachian Highlands
	 •	 Piedmont between Highlands and Coastal Plain—region of rolling land with deep, rich soil
	 •	 Shallow water along coast with many islands that are little more than sand bars
	 •	 Many capes along coast (e.g., Cape Hatteras, Cape Fear, Cape Lookout); Swampy coast lands
	 •	 Barrier islands which separate the shoreline from the ocean—Outer Banks

Climate
	 •	 Located in middle latitudes or temperate region with mild wet summers and winters
	 •	 Comfortable temperatures year round.
	 •	 Seven to eight month growing season
	 •	 Temperatures in Appalachian Highlands are cooler than coast

Natural Resources
	 •	 Rich, fertile soil
	 •	 Tall pine trees from which pitch, tar, and turpentine (used for shipbuilding) are made
	 •	 Animal furs and skins provided leather

Trade
	 •	 Cash crops—largest was corn (some tobacco, but not as much as Virginia)
	 •	 Fur and leather became important industries; also Shipbuilding
	 •	 Exported tobacco, tar, and pitch to England
	 •	 Trading created problems with pirates who robbed ship along coast—the most famous being 

Blackbeard (see below) who lived on Ocracoke Island near Albemarle

Government/Leaders
1584–1590—Sir Walter Raleigh and John White attempted to settle area (unsuccessful) colony 

became known as The Lost Colony
1629—Virginia divided into two parts, Virginia and Carolana (Carolana settled by colonists from 

Virginia who were searching for good farmland and freedom of religion)
1653—first permanent settlement was Albemarle Point
1663—King Charles II gave Carolana to eight men called Lords Proprietors (Carolana divided into 

three parts, the northern part eventually became North Carolina)
1677—Farmers rebelled against governor trying to collect taxes (Culpepper’s Rebellion)
1680—more than 5,000 people lived in North Carolina

Native Americans
	 •	 Tuscarora —largest tribe (at first friendly to settlers)
	 •	 Lived in long houses, built canoes for fishing and traveling
1711—Tuscarora War—Lasted two years (Indians lost war and their land)

*Blackbeard had a black beard he tied into pigtails, thus his name. Also, before a battle, he put 
matches in his hat, and set the matches aflame so that his head would be surrounded by smoke.
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SOUTH CAROLINA
Geography
	 •	 Situated along Atlantic Coastal Plain—low-lying area called tidewater consisting of fertile soil
	 •	 Appalachian Highlands stretch both north and south
	 •	 Piedmont between Highlands and Coastal Plain—region of rolling land with deep, rich soil
	 •	 Swampy coastal lands
	 •	 Savannah River border South Carolina and Georgia
	 •	 More lowlands than Virginia and North Carolina

Climate
	 •	 Located in middle latitudes or temperate region with mild wet summers and winters
	 •	 Comfortable temperatures year round.
	 •	 Seven to eight month growing season
	 •	 Temperatures in Appalachian Highlands are cooler than coast
	 •	 Warmer than North Carolina

Natural Resources
	 •	 Damp lowlands create ideal soil conditions for growing rice and indigo
	 •	 One of the largest wetland ecosystems along the Atlantic Coast, supporting large variety of plant, 

animal, and bird species
	 •	 Beautiful natural beaches

Trade
	 •	 Cash crops of rice and indigo (rich blue dye obtained from plant)
	 •	 Rice was grown in wet areas called rice paddies
	 •	 Black slaves to work on rice plantations increased slave trade
	 •	 More black slaves populated South Carolina than white colonists by the early 1700s
	 •	 Pirates smuggled goods they had stolen and hid them along the small, sandy islands of the 

coast—colonists drove them out

Government/Leaders
1663—King Charles II gave Carolana to eight men called Lords Proprietors (Carolana divided into 

three parts—the southern part eventually became South Carolina)
1670—Charlestown was the first permanent settlement
	 •	 Governors were sent from England to rule the colony
1719—Colonists rebelled and removed the governor from office
	 •	 King George honored their request to become a royal colony

Native Americans
	 •	 Tuscarora —largest tribe (at first friendly to settlers)
	 •	 Lived in long houses, built canoes for fishing and traveling
1711—Tuscarora War—Lasted two years (Indians lost war and their land)
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GEORGIA
Geography
	 •	 Lower, flatter coastal plain than the Carolinas
	 •	 Northern part is mountainous—Appalachian Plateau and Blue Ridge Mountains
	 •	 Piedmont foothill region—central Georgia
	 •	 Number of islands, part of the Sea Islands chain
	 •	 Chattahoochee River forms part of the border with Alabama
	 •	 Large Okefenokee Swamp borders partially with Florida

Climate
	 •	 Located in middle latitudes or temperate region with mild wet summers and winters
	 •	 Comfortable temperatures year round
	 •	 Longer growing season than the Carolinas

Natural Resources
	 •	 Large pine forests
	 •	 Rich soil for growing crops
	 •	 Lowlands primarily swamps along coast

Trade
	 •	 Colonists attempted to raise silk from the black mulberry bushes that grew in Georgia but were 

not successful
	 •	 Exported rice, indigo, lumber, and deerskin to England
	 •	 Imported silk, fine china, other luxury items from England
	 •	 Early colonists were yeoman farmers—ran small farms
	 •	 Large plantations later took over small farms
	 •	 Only colony to ban alcohol and slavery in 1735

Government/Leaders
	 •	 Last colony of 13 original colonies to be settled
1717—English author, Sir Robert Montgomery, started  idea of creating a colony for  debtors
1732–1733—first permanent settlement, Savannah
1733—James Oglethorpe, using Montgomery’s idea, brought debtors to start colony with royal 

charter from King George II
1735—Laws passed to stop slavery and liquor
1750—Laws changed again to allow slavery

Native Americans
	 •	 King Tomochichi, an elderly chief of the Yamacraw Indians, became friendly with Oglethorpe
	 •	 Sawana tribe lived in the area of Savannah
	 •	 Oglethorpe may have named the settlement after the tribe or from the Spanish word “sabana” 

meaning “flat country”
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Cooperative Group Work Rubric

4 — EXEMPLARY—You consistently and actively help your group achieve its goals by 
communicating well with other group members, by encouraging the group to work 
together, and by willingly accepting and completing the necessary work of your daily role.

3 — EXPECTED—You usually help your group achieve its goals by communicating with 
other group members, by encouraging your group to work together, and by accepting 
and completing the necessary work of your daily role.

(If your evaluation is less than EXPECTED,
try to use your cooperating skills more consistently.)

2 — You sometimes help your group achieve its goals.

1 — You do very little to help your group achieve its goals.

Steps to Reach Consensus

	 1.	 State and understand the problem to be solved.

	 2.	 Brainstorm and then discuss possible solutions with all the pros and cons.

	 3.	 Make necessary compromises so all involved are satisfied.

	 4.	 Make an informed decision as a group that all can accept.

	 5.	 If no acceptable decision is made, repeat the process.
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Name:_________________________________________________

	 1.	 I followed the Steps for Research when I took accurate notes on the following areas:

	����� 	 Geography (physical features, landforms, bodies of water, etc.)

	����� 	 Climate (precipitation, growing seasons, etc.)

	����� 	 Natural Resources (forests, fish, game, types of trees, etc.)

	����� 	 Trades or skills (crops for profit, exported and imported goods, etc.)

	����� 	 Why did the early colonists settle here?

	����� 	 Founders and Leaders—in chronological order (important men and women)

	����� 	 Early Government (Governor? Assembly? Town meeting? etc.)

	����� 	 Native Americans (name of tribe(s), way of life, interaction with settlers, etc.)

	 2.	 I wrote in phrases, not sentences, and used my own words.

	 3.	 I used correct spelling and capital letters.

	 4.	 I submitted the work on or before _ ______________________________________________
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RESEARCH  CHECKLIST

Research Notes Rubric
4 — EXCEEDS!!! I did a great job!!!

•	 I have followed directions stated above, but also have gone significantly beyond 
what was expected or asked.

•	 I have recorded my notes in phrases, not sentences.
•	 I have very few, if any, significant errors in spelling or grammar.

3 — MEETS!! I did a good job!!
•	 I have followed the directions stated above.
•	 I have recorded most of my notes in phrases, not sentences.
•	 I have few, if any, significant errors in spelling or grammar.

2 — NEARLY THERE. Oops, I forgot something!
•	 I have followed all but one of the directions stated above.
•	 I need to correct my work and resubmit it as soon as possible.

1 — Back to the drawing board.
•	 I have not followed the directions stated above.
•	 I need to see my teacher immediately for a plan of action.



Name:_________________________________________________

Directions:  Use the outline map to answer the following 5 questions:

	 1.	 Identify the 13 colonies by matching the number inside each colony with the correct name:

	����� 	 Massachusetts Bay	 ______	 New Jersey	 ______ 	 Rhode Island

	����� 	 Delaware 	 ______	 Connecticut	 ______ 	 Maryland

	����� 	 New Hampshire	 ______	 Pennsylvania	 ______ 	 Virginia

	����� 	 New York	 ______	 North Carolina	 ______ 	 South Carolina

	����� 	 Georgia

	 2.	 Correctly place and label 
these geographic landforms 
on the map:

Fall Line

Appalachian Mountains

Atlantic Coastal Plain

	 3.	 Label these bodies of water:

Atlantic Ocean

Chesapeake Bay

Narragansett Bay

	 4.	 Color colony regions 
according to the legend  
on the map.

	 5.	 Correctly label the areas 
north, south, and west of 
the colonies that were 
claimed by either France or 
Spain. Write F F F for 
France and S S S for Spain.
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PRETEST/POSTTEST (2)
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	 6.	 Define consensus and explain why it is valuable.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

	 7.	 Name one famous colonist, the colony he/ she settled, and his/ her reasons for settling that colony.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

	 8.	 Identify two different natural resources from two different colonies, and explain their importance 
to the development of the colonies.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

	 9.	 Describe one of the three forms of sponsorship available to colonists coming to the America in 
the 1600s.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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CONSENSUS CHART
Pr

ob
le

m
 to

 b
e 

So
lv

ed
:

Po
ss

ib
le

 S
ol

ut
io

ns
: 

(B
ra

in
st

or
m

)

C
on

si
de

ra
tio

ns
:

Pr
os

 &
 C

on
s 

of
 th

e 
so

lu
tio

ns

Pr
os

:
C

on
s:

C
om

pr
om

is
es

:

In
fo

rm
ed

 
D

ec
is

io
n:



D
irections: C

om
plete this chart for your class. Put nam

es in the first colum
n. T

he roles rotate daily. If som
eone is absent, ask an 

A
gency M

em
ber to assum

e the role for the day. (If you have m
ore than 7 students in each agency, allow

 students 8, 9, or 10 to cover 
a role for an absent m

em
ber.)  L

 =
 L

eader, R
 =

 R
ecorder, M

 =
 M

em
ber, and T

 =
 T

im
ekeeper.

ROLES ROTATION  CHART
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INSTRUCTION DAY—Comparing Colonies

INSTRUCTION DAY—Taking Notes

M
L

1.
(oldest team

 m
em

ber)

M
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M
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R
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R
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R
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R
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R
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R

8.

T
M
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R

9.

M
M

M
M

M
R

10.

Rotate Leader and Recorder Roles

Rotate Leader and Recorder Roles

SAIL AMERICA EXPO DEBRIEFING & POSTTEST
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FL ASH  CARDS: SET 1

Two Colonies
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FL ASH  CARDS: SET 2

One Colony



Name:_________________________________________

Roger Williams, Founder of Rhode Island, arrived in Boston February 5, 1631.

In 1636, Williams founded the colony of Rhode Island based upon principles of 
complete religious toleration, separation of church and state, and political democracy 
(values that the U.S. would later be founded upon). It became a refuge for people 
persecuted for their religious beliefs. Anabaptists, Quakers, and Jews settled in 
Rhode Island.

After forming the first Baptist Church in America, Williams left it to seek spirituality 
in different ways. He stopped preaching to his friends, the Indians, when he realized that 
their form of worship also fell under his principle of religious freedom. He declared, 
“forced worship stinks in God’s nostrils.” Williams’ ideas were radical at the time, but 
can you imagine living in a place without religious freedom now?
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SAMPLE  TEXT

Founders and 
Leaders—in 
chronological 
order
Important 
men and 
women
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B
O

O
K

	
N

am
e:____________________________________________________________

Fill in the blanks as you do your research. K
eep each recording blank in your C

olony E
nvelope.

A
U

T
H

O
R

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(period).

last nam
e, (com

m
a) first nam

e

T
IT

L
E

 O
F B

O
O

K
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________

(period).
underlined or in italics

PL
A

C
E

 O
F PU

B
L

IC
A

T
IO

N
_____________________________________________________________________________________________(colon): 

PU
B

L
ISH

E
R

________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(com

m
a),

D
A

T
E

_____________________________________________
(period).

PA
G

E
S ____________________________________________

(period).

Sam
ple:

Scarle, T
hom

as. A
ncient Sum

er: A
m

azing A
chievem

ents. R
iver C

ity, IA
: R

iver C
ity Press, 1989. Pages 57, 58, 188, 189.

WORKS CITED  RECORDING  BL ANK
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WORKS CITED  RECORDING  BL ANK
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IN
T

E
R

N
E

T
/W

E
B

SIT
E

	
N

am
e:____________________________________________________________

Fill in the blanks as you do your research. K
eep each recording blank in your C

olony E
nvelope.

If given 
A

U
T

H
O

R
 (if any is given) ______________________________________________________________________________________________

(period).
last nam

e, (com
m

a) first nam
e

T
IT

L
E

 O
F O

R
IG

IN
A

L
 A

R
T

IC
L

E
 (in quotes) “____________________________________________________________________________

(period).”

T
IT

L
E

 O
F O

R
IG

IN
A

L
 SO

U
R

C
E

 (in Italics) ________________________________________________________________________________(colon): 

D
A

T
E

_____________________________________________
(period).

D
efinitely include: 

T
IT

L
E

 O
F W

E
B

SIT
E

 (in quotes) “______________________________________________________________________________________
(period).”

D
A

T
E

 O
F A

C
C

E
SS _________________________________________

U
R

L
 (in angle brackets) <

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
>

(period).

Sam
ple:

“U
sing M

L
A

 Style to C
ite and D

ocum
ent Sources.” C

itation Styles: 2001. “online!” 7/12/02 <
http://w

w
w

.bedfordstm
artins.com

/online/cite5.htm
l>

.

WORKS CITED  RECORDING  BL ANK



Cooperative Group 
Work Rubric

Name:_______________________________

4 —	 EXEMPLARY — You consistently and 
actively helped your group achieve its goals 
by communicating well with other members, 
by encouraging the group to work together, 
and by willingly accepting and completing 
the necessary work of your daily role.

3 —	 EXPECTED — You usually helped your 
group achieve its goals by communicating 
with other group members, by encouraging 
your group to work together, and by accepting 
and completing the necessary work of your 
daily role.

(If your evaluation is less than EXPECTED, try to 
use your cooperating skills more consistently.)

2 —	 You sometimes helped your group achieve 
its goals.

1 —	 You did very little to help your group achieve 
its goals.

Cooperative Group 
Work Rubric

Name:_______________________________

4 —	 EXEMPLARY — You consistently and 
actively helped your group achieve its goals 
by communicating well with other members, 
by encouraging the group to work together, 
and by willingly accepting and completing 
the necessary work of your daily role.

3 —	 EXPECTED — You usually helped your 
group achieve its goals by communicating 
with other group members, by encouraging 
your group to work together, and by accepting 
and completing the necessary work of your 
daily role.

(If your evaluation is less than EXPECTED, try to 
use your cooperating skills more consistently.)

2 —	 You sometimes helped your group achieve 
its goals.

1 —	 You did very little to help your group achieve 
its goals.

Cooperative Group 
Work Rubric

Name:_______________________________

4 —	 EXEMPLARY — You consistently and 
actively helped your group achieve its goals 
by communicating well with other members, 
by encouraging the group to work together, 
and by willingly accepting and completing 
the necessary work of your daily role.

3 —	 EXPECTED — You usually helped your 
group achieve its goals by communicating 
with other group members, by encouraging 
your group to work together, and by accepting 
and completing the necessary work of your 
daily role.

(If your evaluation is less than EXPECTED, try to 
use your cooperating skills more consistently.)

2 —	 You sometimes helped your group achieve 
its goals.

1 —	 You did very little to help your group achieve 
its goals.

Cooperative Group 
Work Rubric

Name:_______________________________

4 —	 EXEMPLARY — You consistently and 
actively helped your group achieve its goals 
by communicating well with other members, 
by encouraging the group to work together, 
and by willingly accepting and completing 
the necessary work of your daily role.

3 —	 EXPECTED — You usually helped your 
group achieve its goals by communicating 
with other group members, by encouraging 
your group to work together, and by accepting 
and completing the necessary work of your 
daily role.

(If your evaluation is less than EXPECTED, try to 
use your cooperating skills more consistently.)

2 —	 You sometimes helped your group achieve 
its goals.

1 —	 You did very little to help your group achieve 
its goals.
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Informal Consensus

Research team members _ ________________	 and __________________

		  Team Member	 Estimated	 Due	 Date	 Task	 Responsible	 Time Required	 Date	 Changed

TASKS  AGREEMENT
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REFLECTION  RECORD
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Name:_________________________________________________

Colonies: _ ________________________________________ 	 and ______________________________

How are these colonies the same?

How are these colonies different?

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

COLONY  COMPARISON  CHART
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SAMPLE 
COLONY  COMPARISON  CHART

Name:_________________________________________________

Colonies: _ ________________________________________ 	 and ______________________________

How are these colonies the same?

How are these colonies different?

	 _________________________	 Climate	 _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________	 Trade	 _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________	 Natural Resources	 _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________	 Government/Leaders	 _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 _________________________		  _________________________

	 Rhode Island	 South Carolina

	 Cold winter		  Mild winters

	 Shipbuilding		  Cash crops of rice and

	 Fishing		  indigo plant

	 Thick forest		  Damp lowlands

	 Given charter from King		  King gave land to 8 Lord

			   Proprietors Settled by Lord

			   Proprietor



Research team members: _____________________________ 	 and __________________________

	 1.	 We created a rough draft of the brochure showing layout.

	 2.	 We included information for all eight research areas.

	 3.	 Our brochure includes

	����� 	 Tri-fold or similar design

	����� 	 Organized layout of content with headings

	����� 	 Cover including the colony name

	����� 	 Partners’ names on front or back

	����� 	 Colorful, neat, and attractive design

	����� 	 Pictures and maps—original drawings or copied ones

	����� 	 A list of sources of copied pictures/maps on the back cover.

	 4.	 We wrote clearly with correct spelling, capital letters, and punctuation.

	 5.	 We worked well together helping each other meet deadlines.

	 6.	 We submitted the brochure on or before _ __________________________________________

TRAVEL  BROCHURE  CHECKLIST
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Travel Brochure Rubric
4 — EXCEEDS!!! I did a great job!!!

•	 I have followed directions stated above, but also have gone significantly beyond what 
was expected or asked.

•	 I have presented my assignment in an appealing and/or eye-catching way.
•	 I have very few, if any, significant errors in spelling or grammar.

3 — MEETS!! I did a good job!!
•	 I have followed the directions stated above.
•	 I have few, if any, significant errors in spelling or grammar.
•	 I have presented my assignment neatly.

2 — NEARLY THERE. Oops, I forgot something!
•	 I have followed all but one of the directions stated above.
•	 I need to correct my work and resubmit it as soon as possible.

1 — Back to the drawing board.
•	 I have not followed the directions stated above.
•	 I need to see my teacher immediately for a plan of action.



Name: _______________________________	 Date:_________________	 Score: ______________

	 1.	 __________________________

	 2.	 __________________________

	 3.	 __________________________

	 4.	 __________________________

	 5.	 __________________________

	 6.	 __________________________

	 7.	 __________________________

	 8.	 __________________________

	 9.	 __________________________

	10.	 __________________________

	11.	 __________________________

	12.	 __________________________

	13.	 __________________________

	14.	 Write the numbers that identify the New England Colonies: _ ____________________________

	15.	 Write the numbers that identify the Middle Colonies: ___________________________________

	16.	 Write the numbers that identify the Southern Colonies: _________________________________
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FORMATIVE  ASSESSMENT

12

5

3
4

6
7

8
9

10

11

12

13

KEY

GREEN

YELLOW

RED

Southern Colonies

Middle Colonies

Colonial Borders

Fall Line

New England Colonies

MAP OF THE
ENGLISH COLONIES



Who:__________________________

Where:________________________

When:_________________________

Time:__________________________

ave you ever wanted to travel back to the past so 
you can live in that time and return to the present to tell 
about it? Well, here is your chance to visit the 1600s in 
Colonial America and then return to the present.

Prepare to

SAIL AMERICA!
Come to our Sail America Expo. Travel Agencies will 
present their Colony destinations with travel brochures, 
poster boards and other presentations to entreat you to...

Sign on and
set sail for

the New World

You are cordially
invited to join

us in the
exciting

Sail
America

Expo



Directions: Each member of your Travel Agency is responsible for one or more of the following jobs. 
Your Agency decides the assignment of each job by consensus. No more than two members may work 
together on a job. (Write names on lines.)

Display
Design and layout of poster	 ________________________________________

Lettering of agency’s title	 ________________________________________

Pictures/Maps	 ________________________________________

Expo Preparation
Table decorations	 ________________________________________  

(tablecloth, shells, ship models, fish nets, etc.)

Booth supplies	 ________________________________________  
Clipboards and pencils for each colony

Appropriate travel agent attire day of Expo	 ________________________________________

Placement of each colony’s agents at table	 ________________________________________

Music/Snacks	 ________________________________________

COLONY TASKS

Document Preparation
Each Colony Pair must complete tasks to make your Travel Agency display complete. Decide by consensus 
who will prepare each of the following documents for your colony.
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EXPO  TASKS  AGREEMENTS
AGENCY TASKS

Colony

Document Person Responsible

Choices of 
Sponsorship

Record of 
Booked Clients

Booking Receipts

Discounts and 
Incentives

FAQS

Folder for travel 
documents



	 Task	 Almost done	 Completed

Display

Design and layout of poster	 __________________	 __________________

Lettering of agency’s title	 __________________	 __________________

Pictures/Maps 	 __________________	 __________________

Expo Preparation

Display decorations	 __________________	 __________________

Booth supplies	 __________________	 __________________

Appropriate travel agent attire for Expo	 __________________	 __________________

Placement of each colony’s agents at table	 __________________	 __________________

Music/Snacks	 __________________	 __________________

Document Preparation for all Colonies

Choices of Sponsorship	 __________________	 __________________

Record of Booked Clients	 __________________	 __________________

Booking Receipts	 __________________	 __________________

Discounts and Incentives	 __________________	 __________________

FAQS	 ____________________ 	 ___________________

EXPO  CHECKLIST
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Expo Display Rubric
4 — EXCEEDS!!! We did a great job!!!

•	 We have completed all our assignments on the EXPO CHECKLIST and done 
significantly beyond what is expected or asked.

•	 We have presented our assignments in an appealing and/or eye-catching way.
•	 WE have very few, if any, significant errors in spelling or grammar.

3 — MEETS!! We did a good job!!
•	 We have completed all our assignments described on the EXPO CHECKLIST.
•	 We have few, if any, significant errors in spelling or grammar.
•	 We have presented my assignment neatly.

2 — NEARLY THERE. Oops, We forgot something!
•	 We have completed all but one of the assignments described on the EXPO CHECKLIST.
•	 We need to finish and correct my work as soon as possible and resubmit it.

1 — Back to the drawing board.
•	 We have not completed the assignments described on the EXPO CHECKLIST.
•	 We need to see our teacher immediately for a plan of action.



Colony Decision
Decide if the Choices of Sponsorship will be posted as part of your larger display or if you 
will communicate this information to prospective clients by handing out copies or by answering 
questions. Prepare the proper document display and number of documents for the decision you 
make. Copy or rewrite and decorate to personalize your documents.

	 1.	 Sponsored by King/Queen — The Crown will pay for the trip and all supplies. Must remain 
for 5 years in New World and repay debt in 5 years. During that time, if any foreign 
government attacks New World must defend Crown’s property.

	 2.	 Sponsored by Private Company — The company will pay for the trip and all supplies. To 
repay debt, must work for company for 7 years.

	 3.	 Borrow money from people who sympathize with religious/political oppression. Must join 
church in New World indefinitely. Tithe income and volunteer in community church.

Colony Decision
Decide if the Choices of Sponsorship will be posted as part of your larger display or if you 
will communicate this information to prospective clients by handing out copies or by answering 
questions. Prepare the proper document display and number of documents for the decision you 
make. Copy or rewrite and decorate to personalize your documents.

	 1.	 Sponsored by King/Queen — The Crown will pay for the trip and all supplies. Must remain 
for 5 years in New World and repay debt in 5 years. During that time, if any foreign 
government attacks New World must defend Crown’s property.

	 2.	 Sponsored by Private Company — The company will pay for the trip and all supplies. To 
repay debt, must work for company for 7 years.

	 3.	 Borrow money from people who sympathize with religious/political oppression. Must join 
church in New World indefinitely. Tithe income and volunteer in community church.
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CHOICES  OF  SPONSORSHIP



Agency:_________________________________	 Date:_____________
			   Date	 Number	 Colony
	 Name	 Sponsor	 of Sail	 of Travelers	 Destination

RECORD  OF  BOOKED  CLIENTS
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BOOKING  RECEIPTS

Directions: Fill in as many blanks as possible before the day of Sail America Expo. When you book a 
client for a voyage, fill in the remaining information. Keep one copy for your records, and give 
one copy to the client.

Booking Receipt	 Agency Copy
Date of purchase ________________________
Travel Agency _ _________________________
Print name _____________________________
Colony ________________________________
Date of trip _____________________________
Sponsored by ___________________________
Client’s Signature ________________________
Agent’s Signature ________________________

Booking Receipt	 Customer Copy
Date of purchase ________________________
Travel Agency _ _________________________
Print name _____________________________
Colony ________________________________
Date of trip _____________________________
Sponsored by ___________________________
Client’s Signature ________________________
Agent’s Signature ________________________

Booking Receipt	 Agency Copy
Date of purchase ________________________
Travel Agency _ _________________________
Print name _____________________________
Colony ________________________________
Date of trip _____________________________
Sponsored by ___________________________
Client’s Signature ________________________
Agent’s Signature ________________________

Booking Receipt	 Customer Copy
Date of purchase ________________________
Travel Agency _ _________________________
Print name _____________________________
Colony ________________________________
Date of trip _____________________________
Sponsored by ___________________________
Client’s Signature ________________________
Agent’s Signature ________________________

Booking Receipt	 Agency Copy
Date of purchase ________________________
Travel Agency _ _________________________
Print name _____________________________
Colony ________________________________
Date of trip _____________________________
Sponsored by ___________________________
Client’s Signature ________________________
Agent’s Signature ________________________

Booking Receipt	 Customer Copy
Date of purchase ________________________
Travel Agency _ _________________________
Print name _____________________________
Colony ________________________________
Date of trip _____________________________
Sponsored by ___________________________
Client’s Signature ________________________
Agent’s Signature ________________________
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DISCOUNTS  AND  INCENTIVES

Directions: Brainstorm with your colony teammate to think of special offers for the first 10 clients you 
book to your colony. Make your specials relate to the needs of Early American colonists, especially 
to needs in your colony. The specials can be Discounts (such as 20% off the numbers of years you 
will have to work for a sponsoring company) or Incentives (such as two extra pigs to take to the 
New World). Write your special offers on the coupon blanks.

Discount Coupon

You will receive:

Incentive Coupon

You will receive:

Discount Coupon

You will receive:

Incentive Coupon

You will receive:

Discount Coupon

You will receive:

Incentive Coupon

You will receive:

Discount Coupon

You will receive:

Incentive Coupon

You will receive:



Agency Decisions
	 1.	 Study these Sample FAQs then adapt them to reflect life in your colonial region. Delete or change 

the wording of any of these FAQs that are not accurate, and add new FAQs,
	 2.	 Decide if your FAQs will be posted as part of your larger display or if each colony will communicate 

this information to prospective clients by handing out copies or by answering questions.
	 3.	 Prepare the proper document display and number of documents for the decision made by 

your Agency.

Sample FAQs

	 1.	 Can I bring luggage? 

 

	 2.	 Can I bring my pets or other animals? 

 

	 3.	 Where can I stay? 

 

	 4.	 How long will I be gone? 

 

	 5.	 How will I survive? 

 

	 6.	 Can I bring family members? 

 

	 7.	 ___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________

	 8.	 ___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________

Bring your most important belongings, but no 

more than one regular sized box per family. 

Cats and dogs will be permitted in cages. You may 

take one cow, one horse, or one pig. 

Depending on which colony you go to, you will 

either be provided with lumber to build a house or 

an already built house.

You will be booked on a one-way trip, but if you 

wish to return we have an agency stationed in 

each colony.

Our agency will supply you with a survival kit if 

you are one of the first ten clients booked. 

If you desire to bring family, yes, they may come 

with you, but that is an option that you must decide. 

_______________________________________  

_______________________________________  

_______________________________________

_______________________________________  

_______________________________________  

_______________________________________
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FAQs



Directions This is a possible script that you may follow at the Sail America Expo. It gives you a general 
idea of what needs to be said. Do not read it word-for-word.

	 1.	 Greet the clients with a big smile. Say something like…

“Good Morning/Afternoon. Welcome to Sail America Expo.
My name is ____________________________________________________.
My fellow travel agent,____________________________ ,	 and I are hoping you will 
book a voyage to our colony _______________________.”

	 2.	 Show them your brochure and say…

“Please look at the travel brochure we have created.”
Allow the clients time to read your brochure. Interrupt only occasionally to point out something 
special about your colony.

	 3.	 Be familiar with all the information that is on your brochure and offer to answer any questions. 
Impress them with your knowledge! Say…

“Do you have any questions about our colony? If you have any general questions 
about the voyage itself, please look at our FAQs.”

	 4.	 Be friendly and use low-keyed “sales pitch.” Encourage them to “book” the trip to your colony. 
Talk about financing first. Say…

“If you decide to book a voyage with us, you will need to decide how to get the 
funds for your trip. You can choose from three Sponsors.”

	 5.	 Distribute or point out Choices of Sponsorship and carefully explain the choices.

	 6.	 Offer them a special deal. Say…

“Plus, if you are one of the first ten clients to book a trip with us, we can offer 
some discounts and extras.”
Show them the Incentives and Discounts developed by your travel agency.

If they book with your agency…
	 7.	 When they have agreed to “book” the voyage, record their name on the Record of Booked Clients 

and fill out the two Booking Receipts. Keep one for the Agency and give one to the client and say,

“Thank you for choosing to travel to our colony._____________________ .”
(Add your colony’s nickname or slogan.)

“Here is your Booking Receipt. You will need to show this to the captain of the 
ship when you arrive at the dock.”

	 8.	 Answer any other questions they may have and also thank them for “booking” with your 
Agency by saying…

“Thank you for traveling with our Agency,_ ______________________ .	 Please 
enjoy some beverages and munchies we have prepared as you look at our display.”

If they do NOT book with your agency…
Even if someone does not book with your agency, be VERY POLITE and THANK them for 
taking the time to look at your brochure and display.

EXPO   SCRIPT
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Name: _________________________________________________

Scores for Questions 1–5
	 1.	 ________	 /13

	 2.	 ________	 /3

	 3.	 ________	 /3

	 4.	 ________	 /3

	 5.	 ________	 /2

Rubric for Questions 1–5
4 — EXCEEDS!!!  I did a great job!!!

•	 I identified correctly 13/13 colonies, 3/3 landforms, 3/3 bodies of water, 2/3 lands 
bordering the colonies, and 11/13 colored colonies according to directions.

•	 I have very few, if any, significant errors in spelling or grammar.
•	 I have presented my assignment very neatly.

3 — MEETS!!  I did a good job!!
•	 I identified and colored correctly at least 11/13 colonies, 3/3 landforms, 2/3 bodies of 

water, and 2/3 lands bordering the colonies.
•	 I have few, if any, significant errors in spelling or grammar.
•	 I have presented my assignment neatly.

2 — NEARLY THERE.  Oops I forgot some places.
•	 I identified and colored correctly at least 8/13 colonies, 2/3 landforms, 2/3 bodies of 

water, and 2/3 lands bordering the colonies.
•	 I need to study a bit more and retake this test as soon as possible.

1 — Not ready yet.
•	 I have not yet learned the geography I need.
•	 I must see my teacher immediately for a plan of action.

Rubric for Questions 6–9
4 — Exemplary, 3 — Expected, 2 — Nearly there, 1 — Incomplete

	 6.	 ________

	 7.	 ________

	 8.	 ________

	 9.	 ________
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POSTTEST  RUBRIC



	 1.	 What were some of the reasons that settlers and explorers came to the New World?

	 2.	 How did weather and climate affect the trades of the colonists? Do you think this is still true today? 
Why or why not?

	 3.	 What impact did the early settlers have on the Native Americans living in areas the colonists settled? 
What impact did the Native Americans have on the settlers? Would you have interacted similarly or 
differently? Why or why not?

	 4.	 How did using consensus facilitate your work with your research partner and with your agency 
members? Was it helpful when you and others were not in agreement? Why or why not?

	 5.	 Do you think the early settlers and colonists used consensus? If so, when?

	 6.	 What three to five factors you think contributed to the colonists’ ability to survive and establish 
settlements in 16th century America? Which was the most important and why?

	 7.	 Would you volunteer to travel to an unknown and unexplored place such as Venus or Mars? Who 
would finance your trip? Who would you choose as a leader and why? If you found the planet 
inhabited, how would you communicate with the residents and how would you treat them?

DEBRIEFING QUESTIONS
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At Interact, we constantly strive to make our units the best they can be. We always appreciate  
feedback from you—our customer—to facilitate this process. With your input, we can continue to 
provide high-quality, interactive, and meaningful instructional materials to enhance your curriculum 
and engage your students. Please take a few moments to complete this feedback form and drop it 
in the mail. Address it to:

Interact  •  Attn: Editorial  
10200 Jefferson Blvd.  •  P.O. Box 802 

Culver City, CA 90232-0802

or fax it to us at (800) 944-5432

or e-mail it to us at access@teachinteract.com

We enjoy receiving photos or videos of our units in action! 
Please use the release form on the following page.

Your Name: _________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:_____________________________________________________________________________

Interact Unit: _ ______________________________________________________________________

Comments: _________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

T E A C H E R  F E E D B A C K  F O R M
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To Teachers:
To help illustrate to others the experiential activities involved and to promote the use of simulations, 
we like to get photographs and videos of classes participating in the simulation. Please send photos of 
students actively engaged so we can publish them in our promotional material. Be aware that we can 
only use images of students for whom a release form has been submitted.

To Parents:
I give permission for photographs or videos of my child to appear in catalogs of educational 
materials published by Interact.

Name of Student: ______________________________________________ (print)

Age of Student: _ ______________________________________________ (print)

Parent or Guardian: ____________________________________________ (print)

Signature: ________________________________________ Date: _ __________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _ _____________________________________________________

Interact 
10200 Jefferson Blvd. 
Culver City, CA 90232-0802 
310-839-2436

R E L E A S E  F O R M  F O R  P H O T O G R A P H I C  I M A G E S
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SAIL AMERICA
Student Name: __________________________________________________________

Have you ever wanted to slip out of present time? To travel in a time capsule to the past so 
you can live in that time and return to the present to tell about it? Well, here is your chance 
to visit the 1600s in Colonial America and then return to the present. With your firsthand 
knowledge of life in the Colonies, you will become a travel agent. Your job, and the job of 
every member of your Travel Agency, will be to book as many clients as you can to settle 
in your colony in the New World. Welcome to SAIL AMERICA!

Before signing on, though, your future colonists will be anxious to know all about life 
in Early Colonial times. No problem—you will “visit” the time by conducting historical 
research and becoming an expert. You will share all your knowledge by creating an 
attractive travel brochure. This brochure will entice your future clients to set sail to the 
New World.

So, climb into the time capsule, set your course, and prepare to return as an expert guide 
to the past!

INT102SG  v1.0
Revised 2005



O V E R V I E W

During the different phases of SAIL AMERICA you will be part of a regional Travel Agency (during Phases One 
and Four) or will work with a partner as a Colony Pair (during Phases Two and Three).

Phase One ~ Travel Agencies
	 •	 Join a Travel Agency representing one of the three regions of colonial America: the New England, Middle, 

or Southern regions.

	 •	 Learn the skill of reaching consensus to make decisions and share responsibilities.

	 •	 Learn how to take notes from your research and how to create a bibliography.

Phase Two ~ Colony Pairs
	 •	 You and a Colony Pair partner use all the skills you learned in Phase One to research one of the original 

13 colonies during the 1600s.

	 •	 Record facts about the geography, climate, natural resources, trades and skills, important leaders, early 
government, Native Americans, and other information about your colony.

Phase Three ~ Colony Pairs
	 •	 Use your research to create an original travel brochure to entice prospective clients to “book passage”  

to your colony.

	 •	 Write text and insert maps, pictures, and any other creative graphics.

Phase Four ~ Travel Agencies
	 •	 The whole class plans the Sail America Expo.

	 •	 Your Travel Agency will create an Expo booth for your region that includes:

—	 Display table	 —	 Poster for display table

—	 Decorations for the table	 —	 Appropriate music and snacks

—	 Travel documents for booking client voyages to your colony
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Cooperative Group Work Rubric
4 — EXEMPLARY—You consistently and actively help your group achieve its goals by 

communicating well with other group members, by encouraging the group to work together, and 
by willingly accepting and completing the necessary work of your daily role.

3 — EXPECTED—You usually help your group achieve its goals by communicating with other group 
members, by encouraging your group to work together, and by accepting and completing the 
necessary work of your daily role.

(If your evaluation is less than EXPECTED, 
try to use your cooperating skills more consistently.)

2 — You sometimes help your group achieve its goals.

1 — You do very little to help your group achieve its goals.



R O L E S   A N D   R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S
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Phase One
Roles and Responsibilities
Your Travel Agency will have many Agency Members. You are all responsible for helping your Travel Agency 
reach its goals every day and throughout the phase. Every day members of your Agency will take turns as the 
Leader, Recorder, and Agency Member. These roles will rotate. Role responsibilities are:

Leader
	 •	 Conducts consensus meetings
Recorder
	 •	 Records information on the Consensus Chart
Agency Member
	 •	 Works cooperatively to complete all tasks on time

Daily Routine
	 1.	 Daily Meeting  (3–5 minutes) 

•	 Students meet in Colony Pairs
•	 Create or update 

Tasks Agreement
	 2.	 Complete work described on 

Tasks Agreement
	 3.	 Reflection Meeting  (5 minutes)

•	 Report progress  
and/or problems

•	 Share information learned

Phase Two and Phase Three
Roles and Responsibilities
Colony Pair partners research one colony. Create a Travel 
Brochure about your colony. Roles rotate daily.

Leader
	 •	 Conducts Daily Meeting to create or update Tasks 

Agreement
	 •	 Conducts Reflection Meeting to report progress  

and/or problems
Recorder
	 •	 Records all information on the Tasks Agreement

Daily Routine
	 1.	 Daily Meeting  (5–7 minutes)

•	 Meet as a Travel Agency to 
create or update Expo Tasks 
Agreement

	 2.	 Complete work described on 
Expo Tasks Agreement

	 3.	 Reflection Meeting  (10 minutes)
•	 Report progress and/or 

problems
•	 Share information learned 

with team 

Phase Four
Roles and Responsibilities
The roles are Leader, Recorder, and Timekeeper.
Roles rotate daily.

Leader
	 •	 Guides Travel Agency discussion to reach consensus.
	 •	 Make sure all views are heard during discussion.
	 •	 Evaluates time lines, due dates, and distribution of tasks
Recorder
	 •	 Records consensus discussions and decisions
	 •	 Maintains the daily Expo Tasks Agreement
	 •	 Organizes all papers at the end of each day
Timekeeper
	 •	 Keeps Agency Members on task
	 •	 Reminds Agency Members of remaining time
Agency Member
	 •	 Works cooperatively to complete tasks on time



S T E P S   T O   S U C C E E D

Steps to Reach Consensus
The word Consensus means an opinion or position reached by a group as a whole.
Reaching consensus is a process that requires groups to reach a general agreement while still acknowledging 
everyone’s ideas and opinions.
Follow these steps whether in a large group or working with a partner.

	 1.	 State and understand the Problem to be Solved.

	 2.	 Brainstorm and then discuss Possible Solutions with all the pros and cons.

	 3.	 Make necessary Compromises so all involved are satisfied.

	 4.	 Make an Informed Decision as a group that all can accept.

	 5.	 If no acceptable decision is made, repeat the process.

Steps for Research
Use these steps as you research and select information for your travel brochure. 

	 1.	 Read the text to get a general idea of the information.

	 2.	 Reread the text and take notes in the correct boxes on pages 6 and 7.

a.	 Write the information in your own words.

•	 Use phrases, not sentences.

•	 Record in a bulleted fashion.

b.	 Make sure spelling is correct and notes are understandable.

	 3.	 Collect information for all eight boxes.

	 4.	 Cite the sources on your Works Cited Recording Blanks as you work.

	 5.	 Sometimes there may be information that is very interesting but does not fit into the boxes. Record it on 
a separate paper and label it Interesting Facts.
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Problem to be Solved:

Possible Solutions: 
(Brainstorm)

Considerations:
Pros & Cons of  
the solutions

Pros: Cons:

Compromises:

Informed  
Decision:



S A M P L E   T R A V E L   B R O C H U R E
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R E S E A R C H   N O T E S

Colony of _____________________________________________________________________

Directions
	 1.	 Research the following eight areas about your colony during historical time from the early 1600s to the 

early 1700s.

	 2.	 Submit your research on or before ________________________________________________________.

	 3.	 Remember to cite all the sources you use on the Works Cited Recording Blanks.

Use separate sheets of paper if you have more information than fits in the boxes.
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Trades or 
skills
Crops for 
profit, 
exported and 
imported 
goods, etc.

Geography
Physical 
features, 
landforms, 
bodies of 
water, etc.

Climate
Precipitation, 
growing 
seasons, etc.

Natural 
Resources
Forests, fish, 
game, types of 
trees, etc.



R E S E A R C H   N O T E S
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Why did 
the early 
colonists 
settle here?

Founders and 
Leaders—in 
chronological 
order
Important 
men and 
women

Early 
Government
Governor? 
Assembly? 
Town 
meeting? etc.

Native 
Americans
Name of 
tribe(s), 
way of life, 
interactions 
with settlers, 
etc.



M A P   O F   T H E   C O L O N I E S
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