








“No Tribe has the right to sell, even to each other, much less to 
strangers—sell a country! Why not sell the air, the great sea, as well 
as the earth? Didn’t the Great Spirit make them all for the use of his 
children? The way, the only way to stop this evil is for the red man 
to unite in claiming a common and equal right in the land, as it was 
first, and should be now, for it was never divided. We shared with 
them forest-clad mountains and valleys full of game, and in return 
what did they give our warriors and our women? Rum, trinkets and 
a grave.” — Tecumseh of the Shawnee

My name is Tecumseh. I am a Shawnee, but in my life, I studied 
world history, literature, and the bible in order to understand the 
white man more completely. I was born in 1768 and lived in the 

area that you now know as Ohio. While I was still a young boy, my father was killed by some 
white men, which planted the seeds of my dislike and distrust of them that grew throughout 
my life. When I became a man, I became a leader of my people. My brother, Tenskwatawa, 
became a Shawnee prophet.

In the late 1700s, the white man was expanding “their nation,” beginning to move farther and farther 
west, encroaching on places where we lived and hunted. In 1795, some of the other Tribes signed a 
treaty that gave away land to the white man. I refused to sign the treaty because, as I tried to explain 
to the white man, no one Indian or Tribe had the right to give up lands because the land belonged to 
all people and all Tribes. But the other Tribes did not heed my word.

The white man came and tried to settle and “own” the land. In 1808, my brother 
and I founded the Miami village of Prophetstown, or Tippecanoe as my people 
called it. Many Indians of many different Tribes came to settle here, as many as 
12,000 at one time. I realized that the time was coming when we were going to 
have to fight the white man for control of the hunting grounds and land where we 
lived, and I knew that many Tribes separately fighting the white man’s one great 
army would not be victorious.

I set out on many long journeys to try and unite the Indian nations to fight the white man as one. While I 
was gone on my travels, I warned my brother not to engage the white man’s armies in battle. I urged him 
to wait until I returned with the support of the others eager to join us in battle. Because he was a prophet 
and believed he could provide special “spirit world protection” for our warriors, he did not listen to me. 
In 1811, my brother led our people into battle, leaving the village of Tippecanoe unprotected. They were 
defeated in battle, and Harrison’s troops came into Tippecanoe and destroyed the village. When the 
village died, so did my dream of a united Indian federation.

In 1812, I joined forces with the British, who were at war 
with the Americans in the War of 1812. Because of my 
skillful strategic role in the British victory at Maguaga, I was 
commissioned a brigadier general in the British military, 
placed in charge of 2000 warriors from the allied Tribes. I 
was shot and killed at the Battle of the Thames, near what 
is now Detroit, Michigan at the age of 44.
55  BETRAYED Teacher Guide	 © 2002 Interact  |  www.teachinteract.com  |  INTERACT

TECUMSEH
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Chief Tecumseh

Tenskwatawa, 
brother of Chief 
Tecumseh

Death of Tecumseh by Constantino Brumidi

Scene fourteen of the frieze of the Rotunda of the United States Capitol.

Area of Shawnee battle sites, 1783–1812



Instructions: This is a Menu of projects for your Expert Group. These projects allow you to work in 
different talent areas, and to learn new and different things about your Chief and his Tribe.

	 1.	 In your Expert Group, decide which projects you will do. Three of the projects are required. The 
rest, you may choose. Remember: everyone works together, and everyone wins.

	 2.	 At the end of Expert Group Project work time, you will select one person from your Expert Group 
to represent you and your Tribe at the Powwow.

Three Required Projects
	 1.	 Identity Graphic Organizer

•	 Every Expert Group member completes an Identity Graphic Organizer.

•	 Work cooperatively and share your information with Expert Group members.

•	 Your teacher will select one Identity Graphic Organizer at random to grade for your Expert 
Group.

	 2.	 Map

•	 Research the location of your Chief and his Tribe during the years he was in leadership.

•	 On the U.S. Map outline (page 8 of your Student Guide), use four different colored markers or 
pencils to trace the territory of this time period.

•	 Find any major battle sites, or places where treaties were signed, and indicate these on the 
map.

•	 Create a legend, or key, for your map, and give it a title.
**Bonus: If you have access to population information, include the population of your Tribe in 

1800, 1900, and present day.

	 3.	 Timeline

•	 Research the major events of your Chief and his Tribe during the nineteenth century.

•	 Select 10–15 highlights.

•	 Create a rough-draft timeline beginning around 1800 and record the highlighted events. 
Include the birth and death of your Chief.

•	 On paper provided by your teacher, create the final draft of your timeline. Illustrate.

PROJECT MENU (1)
REQUIRED PROJECTS
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Optional Projects
Instructions: Expert Group members decide how to “divide the work.”

	 1.	 Projects may be done by individuals, pairs, or the group.

	 2.	 Your teacher will tell you how many Optional Projects you must complete.

Pageant of the Plains

	 1.	 Select a painting or sculpture of your Chief, or one that depicts your Tribe. Use your classroom 
resources: books, the Internet, your Social Studies book, posters.

	 2.	 Recreate that painting or sculpture with your teammates using your creativity! You can paint a 
backdrop, create costumes and position your bodies in the image of the painting, bring props, etc. 
Whatever it takes to create a living model of this art selection.

	 3.	 Write a brief narration that describes the context of your painting or sculpture. For example, if 
you are recreating the scene of the Battle of Big Horn, “tell the story” of the events leading up to 
the battle, and highlight the action in the painting. Be creative when you do not have details or 
facts, but keep them as realistic as possible.

	 4.	 Elect one person to be the “storyteller,” while other member(s) act out the art. “Perform” your 
painting or sculpture for your Expert Group.

Native Music

	 1.	 Find a piece of traditional Native American music that you like. Try to find one that might 
have been performed during the nineteenth century, especially during the conflict with the U.S. 
Government. (If this is too difficult, talk to your teacher about using modern Native American 
music. There is a list of suggested music in the Resources section of this unit.)

	 2.	 Research the instruments used to perform the song, the lyrics of the song (if it has words), and 
when the song was traditionally performed. Prepare a brief (2–5 minute) presentation, and include 
the importance of music in your Tribe.

	 3.	 Gather materials to recreate the music as closely as possible. Be creative! For example, coffee 
cans covered tightly with paper or fabric make a nice drum. Practice your music—both playing 
and singing/chanting.

	 4.	 Perform your song for your Expert Group.

Nature Myth

	 1.	 Find a Native American myth that “explains” some event in the natural world, such as 
earthquakes, volcanoes, sunrise/sunset, rain, drought, etc. Read it a few times.

	 2.	 Select a natural event and write your own myth to explain it. Use the original myth as a model for 
style, characters, setting, etc.

	 3.	 Illustrate your nature myth.
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Diorama

	 1.	 Select a scene from your Chief’s life and/or his tribal village in the nineteenth century to recreate 
in a diorama.

	 2.	 Gather materials needed (paper, markers, glue, fabric, boxes, grass, paint, etc).

	 3.	 Plan, build, and decorate your scene as authentically as possible.

Indian Legend

	 1.	 Read a legend from your Tribe that tells of the betrayal and broken promises of the nineteenth 
century.

	 2.	 Memorize the legend, or at least its main points.

	 3.	 Re-tell the legend to your Expert Group.

Character Cinquain

	 1.	 Using your Identity Graphic Organizer, select character traits that describe your Chief.

	 2.	 Write a cinquain poem about your Chief using these traits.

	 3.	 Share the poem with your Expert Group.

Recipe for a Cinquain:
Line 1: One word to name the subject, your Chief

Line 2: Two words to describe the Chief
Line 3: Three action words about your Chief

Line 4: A four or five word phrase describing your Chief or his actions (phrase, not complete sentence)
Line 5: One word that sums up the character of your Chief

Sample Cinquain:
Barbara

Strong, compassionate
Hiking, traveling, loving
Woman of many talents

Mom
Vocabulary

	 1.	 Select 10 new words you are learning in your research for this unit.

	 2. 	 Create a challenging vocabulary activity such as a crossword puzzle.

	 3. 	 Give the activity to one of your classmates to complete.

PROJECT MENU (3)
OPTIONAL PROJECTS
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4	 Exemplary: Exceeds the Standard 
Project goes “above and beyond” in quality and content

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

3	 Expected: Meets the Standard 
Project shows good effort, with solid quality and content

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

2	 Nearly There: Inconsistently meets the Standard 
Project needs some improvement in quality and/or content

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

1	 Incomplete: Has not yet met the Standard 
Please redo the project for the following reasons:

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

	 ________________________________________________________________________

55  BETRAYED Teacher Guide	 © 2002 Interact  |  www.teachinteract.com  |  INTERACT

PROJECT RUBRIC



IDENTITY GRAPHIC ORGANIZER (1)

INTERACT  |  Order Direct: (800) 421-4246  |  © 2002 Interact	 BETRAYED Teacher Guide  55

Instructions: As an Expert Group, work together to complete this important information about your Chief and his Tribe. 
Use the Historical Background Essay, your Social Studies textbook, and any other classroom resources available.

Name:______________________

Tribe:_ _____________________

Born:_______________________

Died:_______________________

Character
Description

1._______________________

2._______________________

3._______________________

4._______________________

5._______________________

6._______________________

7._______________________

TRIBAL TRADITIONS

1._________________________________________________

2._________________________________________________

3._________________________________________________

4._________________________________________________

5._________________________________________________

6._________________________________________________

7._________________________________________________

MAJOR TRIBAL EVENTS OF THE 19TH CENTURY

1._________________________________________________

2._________________________________________________

3._________________________________________________

4._________________________________________________

5._________________________________________________

RELIGION, SPIRITUALITY, AND NATURE

_ _________________________________________________

_ _________________________________________________

_ _________________________________________________

_ _________________________________________________

_ _________________________________________________

_ _________________________________________________

_ _________________________________________________

Tribal Traditions

Major Tribal Events of the 19th Century

Religion, Spirituality, and Nature
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Research Questions: 
How and where did you live prior to encountering white settlers?	

What other Tribes (if any) did you have contact and/or conflicts with?	

Describe the contact (positive and sharing? negative and fighting?)	

What impact did U.S. Government decisions have on you, your family, and your people?

Bring the reservations to life—the where, why, good and bad of life on the Reservation (if this applies 
to you and your Tribe).

Describe the relationships you had with white Americans. 	

Who betrayed you?	

How did you feel betrayed?	



U.S. MAP

INTERACT  |  Order Direct: (800) 421-4246  |  © 2002 Interact	 BETRAYED Teacher Guide  55



BIG FOOT
Sioux

1825–1890

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Hunting belief: The buffalo they hunted came forth from a cave beneath the ground. If they were 

hunted properly, they would return.
	 •	 Decorated tools to please the spirits
	 •	 10 Sioux sub-tribes had common linkages and heritage but separate leadership
	 •	 Nomadic Plains lifestyle after introduction of the horses
	 •	 Horses were payment for brides; and preferred gift at religious ceremonies
	 •	 Used buffalo skulls in prayer and major ceremonies including ceremonies intended to attract more 

buffalo back from spirit world

Character Description
	 •	 Diplomat more than warrior
	 •	 Compromiser
	 •	 Farmer
	 •	 Loyal leader
	 •	 Brave
	 •	 Wanted peace

Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 All creation is sacred.
	 •	 Each dawn is a holy event, and every day is holy.
	 •	 Matrilineal society—ancestors traced through the women but everything is connected in the universe
 	 •	 Saw opposites as parts of whole; Sioux identified with Earth and Sky, probably because of the 

vast Plains on which they lived
	 •	 Practiced the Ghost Dance ceremony; “The persons in the Ghost Dancing are all joined hands. A 

man stands and then a woman, so in that way forming a very large circle. They dance around in 
the circle in a continuous time until some of them become so tired and overtired that they became 
crazy and finally drop as though dead.” (Quote is from The Native Americans: An Illustrated 
History, p. 364) They believed this ceremony would return the world to the way it was before the 
white man arrived and changed their land, culture, and self-sufficiencies.

Major Tribal Events
	 •	 Traveled to Washington, D.C., to rally for peace
	 •	 Led tribe to a safe place to practice Ghost Dance
	 •	 After Sitting Bull was killed, started traveling with tribe to Pine Ridge Reservation for safety 

under leadership of Red Cloud
	 •	 Killed at Wounded Knee massacre, despite having raised the flag of peace
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BLACK KETTLE
Cheyenne
1803–1868

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Had important coming-of-age ceremony for girls, including a ritual of purification and education 

Young girls were assisted by a close relative (grandmother, ideally) and other female relatives.
	 •	 Nomadic Plains lifestyle after introduction of the horse; Sioux drove them west, so they 

abandoned village life and roamed the Plains
	 •	 Loose alliances with Sioux and Arapaho
	
Character Description
	 •	 Peace chief
	 •	 Negotiator
	 •	 Hopeful
	 •	 Helpful
	 •	 Resourceful
	 •	 Advocate for friendship with whites

Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 Recognized a number of dieties, with two main spirit beings—“Wise One Above” and “God who 

Lives in the Earth”
	 •	 Believed in the “Four Sacred Arrows” which they thought came from a divine source and 

provided power and protection to the men of the tribe
	 •	 Sun Dance ritual was prominent in the Cheyenne religion
	 •	 Practiced the Ghost Dance ceremony; “The persons in the Ghost Dancing are all joined hands. A 

man stands and then a woman, so in that way forming a very large circle. They dance around in 
the circle in a continuous time until some of them become so tired and overtired that they became 
crazy and finally drop as though dead.” (Quote is from The Native Americans: An Illustrated 
History, p. 364) They believed this ceremony would return the world to the way it was before the 
white man arrived and changed their land, culture, and self-sufficiencies.

Major Tribal Events
	 •	 Col. Chivington slaughtered peaceful Cheyenne at Sand Creek in eastern Colorado, Nov. 1864.
	 •	 Medicine Lodge Treaty 1867 granted reservation land in Oklahoma.
	 •	 Killed by Custer at Washita River, despite Cheyenne’s peaceful presence

IDENTITY GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
ANSWER KEY
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COCHISE
Apache

1810–1874

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Believed in balance: men hunted big game but only what they needed in the short term; the 

women farmed, but did not rely exclusively on crops to sustain them all year; they all gathered 
wild plant food and trapped small game.

	 •	 Nomadic: winter camps in south, spring in the mountains
	 •	 Farms were small; did not use animal manure as fertilizer because they believed it would cause 

sickness
	 •	 Women did farmwork; usually picked a “lucky woman” to drop the seeds into the holes during 

planting; she chose a chant, and women prayed constantly while working the land.
	 •	 Lived in hogans, or wikiups
	 •	 Frequently robbed the Mexicans for their horses and supplies

Character Description
	 •	 Fierce warrior, led many raids on whites
	 •	 Refused peace treaties for many years
	 •	 Very strong negotiator and leader of his people
	 •	 Stubborn
	 •	 Master of hit-and-run military tactics
	 •	 Feared throughout southwest region

Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 Mountain Spirit Dance—ritual intended to protect Apache people
	 •	 Masters of survival
	 •	 Fierce fighters: “the tigers of the human species” (quote by General Crook; Atlas of the North 

American Indian, p. 162)

Major Tribal Events
	 •	 Bascom Affair: Cochise was falsely accused of abducting a rancher’s child. U.S. Army Lieutenant 

George Bascom requested a meeting with Cochise, and then arrested the Chief. Cochise escaped 
in a fight, and many raids followed.

	 •	 Leader in Apache Wars (began with Bascom Affair)
	 •	 Led many raids against non-Indian travelers along Butterfield Trail
	 •	 Eventually agreed to peace when he was granted permission to live on a reservation along the 

Apache Pass
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CRAZY HORSE
Sioux

1842–1877

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Hunting belief: The buffalo they hunted came forth from a cave beneath the ground. If they were 

hunted properly, they would return.
	 •	 Decorated tools to please the spirits
	 •	 10 Sioux sub-tribes had common linkages and heritage but separate leadership
	 •	 Nomadic Plains lifestyle after introduction of the horse
	 •	 Horses were payment for brides; and preferred gift at religious ceremonies
	 •	 Used buffalo skulls in prayer and major ceremonies including ceremonies intended to attract more 

buffalo back from spirit world
	
Character Description
	 •	 Oglala/Lakota Sioux—fierce warrior tribe
	 •	 Warrior
	 •	 Hard worker
	 •	 Married to a Cheyenne woman
	 •	 Dedicated to Sioux cause
	 •	 Refused reservation life

Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 All creation is sacred.
	 •	 Each dawn is a holy event, and every day is holy.
	 •	 Matrilineal society—ancestors traced through the women but everything is connected in the universe
	 •	 Saw opposites as parts of whole; Sioux identified with Earth and Sky, probably because of the 

vast Plains on which they lived
	 •	 Practiced the Ghost Dance ceremony; “The persons in the Ghost Dancing are all joined hands. A 

man stands and then a woman, so in that way forming a very large circle. They dance around in 
the circle in a continuous time until some of them become so tired and overtired that they became 
crazy and finally drop as though dead.” (quote from The Native Americans: An Illustrated History, 
p. 364) They believed this ceremony would return the world to the way it was before the white 
man arrived and changed their land, culture, and self-sufficiencies.

	
Major Tribal Events
	 •	 Battle of the Rosebud—Cheyenne and Lakota Sioux struck against General Crook in 1876, one 

week before Little Bighorn (Montana)
	 •	 Battle of Wolf Mountain, January 1877
	 •	 Eventually “surrendered” his tribe to the reservation at Red Cloud, Nebraska, but came in with 

war cries and a rebellious attitude; this led to his violent death by bayonet in the guardhouse of 
the reservation.

IDENTITY GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
ANSWER KEY
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DULL KNIFE
Cheyenne
1810–1883

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Had important coming-of-age ceremony for girls, including a ritual of purification and education 

Young girls were assisted by a close relative (grandmother, ideally) and other female relatives.
	 •	 Nomadic Plains lifestyle after introduction of the horse; Sioux drove them west, so they 

abandoned village life and roamed the Plains
	 •	 Loose alliance with Sioux and Arapaho
	
Character Description
	 •	 War chief
	 •	 Influential leader
	 •	 Ally to the Sioux

Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 Recognized a number of dieties, with two main spirit beings—“Wise One Above” and “God who 

Lives in the Earth”
	 •	 Believed in the “Four Sacred Arrows” which they thought came from a divine source and 

provided power and protection to the men of the tribe
	 •	 Sun Dance ritual was prominent in the Cheyenne religion
	 •	 Practiced the Ghost Dance ceremony; “The persons in the Ghost Dancing are all joined hands. A 

man stands and then a woman, so in that way forming a very large circle. They dance around in 
the circle in a continuous time until some of them become so tired and overtired that they became 
crazy and finally drop as though dead.” (Quote is from The Native Americans: An Illustrated 
History, p. 364) They believed this ceremony would return the world to the way it was before the 
white man arrived and changed their land, culture, and self-sufficiencies.

Major Tribal Events
	 •	 Col. Chivington slaughtered peaceful Cheyenne at Sand Creek in eastern Colorado, Nov. 1864.
	 •	 Medicine Lodge Treaty 1867; granted reservation land in Oklahoma.
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GERONIMO
Apache

1829–1909

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Believed in balance: Men hunted big game but only what they needed in the short term; the 

women farmed, but did not rely exclusively on crops to sustain them all year; they all gathered 
wild plant food and trapped small game.

	 •	 Nomadic: winter camps in south, spring in the mountains
	 •	 Farms were small; did not use animal manure as fertilizer because they believed it would cause 

sickness
	 •	 Women did farmwork; usually picked a “lucky woman” to drop the seeds into the holes during 

planting; she chose a chant, and women prayed constantly while working the land.
	 •	 Lived in hogans, or wikiups
	 •	 Frequently robbed the Mexicans for their horses and supplies
	
Character Description
	 •	 aka “Goyathlay” meaning, One Who Yawns
	 •	 War chief
	 •	 Fierce leader
	 •	 Feared throughout the southwest
	 •	 Escaped from reservations several times
	 •	 Once he surrendered in 1887, he was banned from Arizona forever

Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 Mountain Spirit Dance—ritual intended to protect Apache people
	 •	 Masters of survival
	 •	 Fierce fighters: “the tigers of the human species” (quote by General Crook; Atlas of the North 

American Indian, p. 162)

Major Tribal Events
	 •	 Pivotal figure in Apache Wars 1881–1886
	 •	 In President Roosevelt’s inaugural procession, 1905

IDENTITY GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
ANSWER KEY
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QUANAH PARKER
Comanche
1853–1911

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Hunter-gatherers (originally from the Wyoming area) turned nomadic Plains hunters with arrival 

of the horse (and migrated to the Southern Great Plains)
	 •	 Supplied Americans with horses to reach California during the Gold Rush of 1849
	 •	 Most skilled of Indian horsehandlers
	 •	 Most warrior-like; led raids into northern Mexico for women, slaves, and horses
	 •	 Halted Spanish expansion northward
	 •	 Lacked usual government and military organization of other Plains tribes; very internally divided
	 •	 Texas Rangers formed to contain the Comanche
	
Character Description
	 •	 Mixed heritage (white American mother; Comanche chief father)
	 •	 Excellent horseman
	 •	 Brave
	 •	 Strong leader
	 •	 Refused to be confined
	 •	 In early life, hated whites after loss of his family at their hands
	 •	 Later in life, adapted to new co-existence with whites
	 •	 Polygamous
	
Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 Practiced summer religious traditions such as the Sun Dance, and medicine men’s “curing rights”
	 •	 Depended on buffalo for food and clothing

Major Tribal Events
	 •	 Leader in Comanche Wars
	 •	 Refused to be confined to reservation under Medicine Lodge Treaty; suffered from this choice in 

the Sheridan Campaign
	 •	 Led charges against General Sherman’s campaign (headed by Colonel MacKenzie) and killed and 

scalped the single casualty
	 •	 Called a Council of War to deal with non-Indian hunters of buffalo, who were threatening the 

Comanche way of life
	 •	 1886–1898, served as a judge on the court of Indian Offenses
	 •	 Traveled widely as tribal delegate, nearly 20 times to Washington, D.C.
	 •	 Helped arrange release of Geronimo
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RED CLOUD
Sioux

1822–1909

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Hunting belief: The buffalo they hunted came forth from a cave beneath the ground. If they were 

hunted properly, they would return.
	 •	 Decorated tools to please the spirits
	 •	 10 Sioux sub-tribes had common linkages and heritage but separate leadership
	 •	 Nomadic Plains lifestyle after introduction of the horse
	 •	 Horses were payment for brides; and preferred gift at religious ceremonies
	 •	 Used buffalo skulls in prayer and major ceremonies including ceremonies intended to attract more 

buffalo back from spirit world
	
Character Description
	 •	 Lakota Sioux
	 •	 Peaceful negotiator
	 •	 Fought for Indian rights
	 •	 Tried to accommodate white and Indian needs/desires

Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 All creation is sacred.
	 •	 Each dawn is a holy event, and every day is holy.
	 •	 Matrilineal society—ancestors traced through the women but everything is connected in the 

universe
	 •	 Saw opposites as parts of whole; Sioux identified with Earth and Sky, probably because of the 

vast Plains on which they lived
	 •	 Practiced the Ghost Dance ceremony; “The persons in the Ghost Dancing are all joined hands. A 

man stands and then a woman, so in that way forming a very large circle. They dance around in 
the circle in a continuous time until some of them become so tired and overtired that they became 
crazy and finally drop as though dead.” (quote from The Native Americans: An Illustrated History, 
p. 364) They believed this ceremony would return the world to the way it was before the white 
man arrived and changed their land, culture, and self-sufficiencies.

Major Tribal Events
	 •	 His warriors closed the Bozeman Trail, slowing down westward wagon trains
	 •	 Ft. Laramie Treaty—guaranteed white withdrawal from Bozeman Trail forts (betrayed by Custer; 

led to great Sioux War)

IDENTITY GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
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SITTING BULL
Sioux

1831–1890

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Hunting belief: The buffalo they hunted came forth from a cave beneath the ground. If they were 

hunted properly, they would return.
	 •	 Decorated tools to please the spirits
	 •	 10 Sioux sub-tribes had common linkages and heritage but separate leadership
	 •	 Nomadic Plains lifestyle after introduction of the horse
	 •	 Horses were payment for brides; and preferred gift at religious ceremonies
	 •	 Used buffalo skulls in prayer and major ceremonies including ceremonies intended to attract more 

buffalo back from spirit world
	
Character Description
	 •	 Hunkpapa Sioux
	 •	 Careful and deliberate problem-solver
	 •	 Respected for wisdom and bravery
	 •	 Had visions predicting terrible battles where soldiers came “like grasshoppers falling from the 

sky”
	 •	 Victorious at Little Bighorn
	 •	 Proud leader

Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 All creation is sacred.
	 •	 Each dawn is a holy event, and every day is holy.
	 •	 Matrilineal society—ancestors traced through the women but everything is connected in the 

universe
 	 •	 Saw opposites as parts of whole; Sioux identified with Earth and Sky, probably because of the 

vast Plains on which they lived
	 •	 Practiced the Ghost Dance ceremony; “The persons in the Ghost Dancing are all joined hands. A 

man stands and then a woman, so in that way forming a very large circle. They dance around in 
the circle in a continuous time until some of them become so tired and overtired that they became 
crazy and finally drop as though dead.” (quote from The Native Americans: An Illustrated History, 
p. 364) They believed this ceremony would return the world to the way it was before the white 
man arrived and changed their land, culture, and self-sufficiencies.

Major Tribal Events
	 •	 Present at the Battle of Little Bighorn—1200 tipis; 2000 warriors. Custer’s troop of 210 soldiers 

was surrounded June 25 and wiped out in one hour.
 	 •	 Retreated to Canada after Little Bighorn; returned in 1881 to Fort Buford in Dakota Territory
	 •	 Killed when he wanted to lead his people to join the Ghost Dance
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SPOTTED TAIL
Sioux

1823–1881

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Hunting belief: The buffalo they hunted came forth from a cave beneath the ground. If they were 

hunted properly, they would return.
	 •	 Decorated tools to please the spirits
	 •	 10 Sioux sub-tribes had common linkages and heritage but separate leadership
	 •	 Nomadic Plains lifestyle after introduction of the horse
	 •	 Horses were payment for brides; and preferred gift at religious ceremonies
	 •	 Used buffalo skulls in prayer and major ceremonies including ceremonies intended to attract more 

buffalo back from spirit world
	
Character Description
	 •	 Peace advocate
	 •	 Skillful negotiator
	 •	 Uncle of Crazy Horse
	 •	 Courageous
	 •	 Generally advised peace with whites

Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 All creation is sacred.
	 •	 Each dawn is a holy event, and every day is holy.
	 •	 Matrilineal society—ancestors traced through the women but everything is connected in the 

universe
	 •	 Saw opposites as parts of whole; Sioux identified with Earth and Sky, probably because of the 

vast Plains on which they lived
	 •	 Practiced the Ghost Dance ceremony; “The persons in the Ghost Dancing are all joined hands. A 

man stands and then a woman, so in that way forming a very large circle. They dance around in 
the circle in a continuous time until some of them become so tired and overtired that they became 
crazy and finally drop as though dead.” (quote from The Native Americans: An Illustrated History, 
p. 364) They believed this ceremony would return the world to the way it was before the white 
man arrived and changed their land, culture, and self-sufficiencies.

Major Tribal Events
	 •	 Chief spokesperson for all Brule bands in the 1860s
	 •	 Signer of Ft. Laramie Treaty in 1868 (which established the Great Sioux Reservation)
	 •	 Met with President Grant in 1870
	 •	 Killed by one of his own Sioux tribesman who saw him as a traitor due to his negotiations with 

the whites

IDENTITY GRAPHIC ORGANIZER
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TALL BULL
Cheyenne
1815–1869

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Had important coming-of-age ceremony for girls, including a ritual of purification and education 

Young girls were assisted by a close relative (grandmother, ideally) and other female relatives.
	 •	 Nomadic Plains lifestyle after introduction of the horse; Sioux drove them west, so they 

abandoned village life and roamed the Plains
	 •	 Loose alliance with Sioux and Arapaho

Character Description
	 •	 Principal leader of militant Dog Soldier society
	 •	 Fierce Warrior

Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 Recognized a number of dieties, with two main spirit beings—“Wise One Above” and “God who 

Lives in the Earth”
	 •	 Believed in the “Four Sacred Arrows” which they thought came from a divine source and 

provided power and protection to the men of the tribe
	 •	 Sun Dance ritual was prominent in the Cheyenne religion
	 •	 Practiced the Ghost Dance ceremony; “The persons in the Ghost Dancing are all joined hands. A 

man stands and then a woman, so in that way forming a very large circle. They dance around in 
the circle in a continuous time until some of them become so tired and overtired that they became 
crazy and finally drop as though dead.” (Quote is from The Native Americans: An Illustrated 
History, p. 364) They believed this ceremony would return the world to the way it was before the 
white man arrived and changed their land, culture, and self-sufficiencies.

Major Tribal Events
	 •	 Made many raids on non-Indian settlements after Black Kettle’s massacre at Sand Creek
	 •	 “Dog Soldiers” were instrumental in developing ambush attack strategies
	 •	 Participated in Medicine Lodge treaty in 1867
	 •	 Fought at Battle of Beecher’s Island in 1868
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TECUMSEH
Shawnee

1768–1813

Tribal Traditions (food, hunting habits, etc.)
	 •	 Believed animals had spirits like any living being
	 •	 Hunting belief: Each deer killed in a proper ritual manner has four lives; the deer would 

immediately reincarnate and return.
	
Character Description
	 •	 Educated in white/European customs and history
	 •	 Formed relationship with British army
	 •	 Skilled strategist
	 •	 Good public speaker
	 •	 Had a vision of one Indian nation

Religion, Spiritual Beliefs, Relationship with Nature
	 •	 Tecumseh and his brother Tenskwatawa preached that Indians must stop drinking alcohol and 

stop relying on white tools and technology.
	 •	 Tecumseh and his brother Tenskwatawa also believed that land belongs to all Indian people in 

common, and no tribe or town can separate that land.
	
Major Tribal Events
	 •	 Prior to Tippecanoe Massacre, Tecumseh campaigned tirelessly to organize a Federation of Indian 

tribes to resist settlement by European arrivals
	 •	 Tippecanoe: Tenskwatawa led his people to fight against invading Americans; he promised his 

people that his spiritual powers would lead them to an easy victory. The American soldiers killed 
many Shawnee and destroyed the village of Tippecanoe, destroying Tenskwatawa’s influence and 
leading to Tecumseh’s leadership.

	 •	 After the destruction of Tippecanoe Tecumseh joined the British in the war against the Americans 
and died in battle in 1813.
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SANTEE
Sioux

YANKTON
Sioux

LOWER BRULE
Sioux

SISSETON
Sioux

UPPER SIOUX

LOWER SIOUX

SHAKOPEE
Sioux

DEVILS LAKE
Sioux

FORT BERTHOLD
Sioux
Mandan
Hidatsa
Arikara

ROSEBUD
Sioux

PINE RIDGE
Sioux

Present Day Indian Reservations for Decendents of Featured Tribes
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CHEYENNE-ARAPAHO

CHEYENNE ARAPAHO

NORTHERN CHEYENNE

CHEYENNE RIVER
Cheyenne-Arapaho

Present Day Indian Reservations for Descendants of Featured Tribes

CHEYENNE NATION
mapping ANSWER KEY
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YAVAPI
Apache

FORT MCDOWELL
Mojave Apache

FORT APACHE

JICARILLA
Apache

APACHE

FORT SILL APACHE

MESCALERO
Apache

SAN CARLOS
Apache

CAMP VERDE
Yavapi Apache

Present Day Indian Reservations for Decendents of Featured Tribes19th century

20th century



COMANCHE NATION
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Present Day Indian Reservations for Decendents of Featured Tribes19th century
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ABSENTEE SHAWNEE

EASTERN SHAWNEE

Present Day Indian Reservations for Decendents of Featured Tribes19th century

20th century



1802	 Congress appropriates funds to “civilize and educate” Indians; Federal law prohibits sale 
of liquor to Indians

1803/4	 Louisiana Purchase; Lewis and Clark’s Expedition; Louisiana Territory Act shows intent 
of United States to move eastern Indians west of Mississippi River

1805	 Zebulon Pike expeditions to source of Mississippi River and Rocky Mountains

1806	 Office of Superintendent of Indian Trade established in War Department under secretary 
of war, to administer federal Indian trading houses

1809	 Treaty of Fort Wayne; General William Henry Harrison obtains 2.5 million acres from 
Indians in Ohio and Indiana.

1809–11	 Tecumseh’s Rebellion—Chief Tecumseh endeavored to unite Tribes of Old Northwest, 
South, and Mississippi Valley against U.S; his brother defeated at Tippecanoe in 1811

1811–12	 Western expedition establishes trade relations with Indians

1812–15	 War of 1812 between U.S. and England; 1813—Tecumseh (then a Brigadier General for 
the British) killed

1815–25	 Series of treaties with Tribes north of Ohio River start removal of Indians west of 
Mississippi River

1819	 Federal Government allocates funds for “civilization” of Indians, with money to go to 
mission groups

1822	 Office of Indian Trade and Indian trading houses abolished by Congress; private traders 
must handle commerce with Indians

1824	 Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) organized as part of War Department (officially 
recognized by act of Congress in 1832)

1824	 BIA sponsors studies of Native American culture and portraits of leaders

1825	 Separate Indian Country west of Mississippi River first defined

1830	 Indian Removal Act passes Congress, to relocate Indians to Indian Territory west of 
Mississippi River; Cherokee protest; 1832, Supreme Court agrees with Cherokee, but 
President Andrew Jackson ignores their decision

1830–33	 Outbreaks of European diseases in the western U.S

1834	 Congress reorganizes Indian Offices, creating Department of Indian Affairs (still within 
the War Department). Indian Trade and Intercourse Act redefines Indian Territory and 
Permanent Indian Frontier gives army right to quarantine Indians.

1840s	 “Manifest Destiny” movement/mission surges; ideological justification for expansion

1841	 First large wagon trains travel west from Independence, Missouri to Oregon along 
Oregon Trail

1845	 Texas joins U.S.; assumes dominion over Indian people

1846	 Oregon joins U.S.; assumes dominion over Indian people

1846–48	 Mexican-American War over annexation of Texas; Spanish Southwest and its Indian 
people come under jurisdiction of U.S.

TIMELINE HIGHLIGHTS
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1848	 Gold discovered (and announced) in California

1849	 Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) transferred from War Department to the Department of 
the Interior

1850	 Buffalo population approximately 20,000,000

1851	 Treaty of Fort Laramie with Tribes of Northern Plains defines their territories and 
promises annuities; eighteen treaties negotiated with California Tribes by federal 
government opposed by California legislature

1853	 Kansas-Nebraska Act reduces Indian Territory with creation of state of Kansas and 
Nebraska Territory

1853–56	 U.S. acquires 174 million acres of Indian lands through 52 treaties, all of which are 
subsequently ignored by settlers

1854	 Commissioner of Indian Affairs calls for end of Indian Removal Policy.

1861–63	 Apache uprisings due to Bascom Affair (an incident in which Lt. George Bascom tried to 
arrest Cochise for a crime the Apache chief denied committing; resulted in the hanging 
of six Apache tribesmen and the capture of members of Cochise’s family)

Civil War

1861–1865	 Confederate Government organizes own BIA; most Tribes remain neutral (Confederacy 
made promises to some re: return of tribal lands to encourage support) After war, as 
punishment for supporting the Confederacy, Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek, and 
Seminole forced to accept treaty relinquishing western half of Indian Territory to 20 
Tribes from Kansas and Nebraska

1862	 Federal Indian Policy changes from regarding Tribes as self-governing nations to 
“wards of the Government;” Homestead Act opens up Indian land in Kansas and 
Nebraska to homesteaders; U.S. Government grants land to settlers who inhabited a 
160-acre plot for 5 years

1864	 Troops under “Kit” Carson campaign against Comanche in Texas

1864–65	 Cheyenne-Arapaho War in Colorado and Kansas; Chivington’s Colorado Volunteers kill 
more than 300 Indians in Sand Creek Massacre in 1864

1865	 Buffalo population approximately 15,000,000

1866	 Twenty Tribes from Kansas and Nebraska begin relocation to Indian Territory; Railroad 
Enabling Act appropriates Indian lands for railway use.

1866–68	 War for Bozeman Trail in Wyoming and Montana involving Lakota Sioux, Cheyenne, 
and Arapaho under Red Cloud; Second Treaty of Fort Laramie resolves conflict in 1868

1867–68	 Medicine Lodge Treaties in which Plains tribal leaders accept permanent lands within 
Indian Territory

1868	 Indians denied right to vote under 14th Amendment; Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
estimates that Indian Wars are costing federal Government $1 million per Indian killed.

1868–69	 Southern Plains Wars (or Sheridan Campaign), involving Cheyenne, Lakota Sioux, 
Arapaho, Kiowa, and Comanche
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1870	 Buffalo population approximately 14,000,000

1871	 Treaty-making period formally ends as Congress passes law forbidding further 
negotiations of treaties with Indian Tribes

1874–75	 Red River War on southern plains, involving Comanche, Kiowa, and some Arapaho, 
Cheyenne, and Lakota Sioux

1875	 Buffalo population drops to 1,000,000

1876-77	 Sioux War for Black Hills, involving Lakota Sioux, Cheyenne, and Arapaho, under Sitting 
Bull and Crazy Horse; Battle of Little Big Horn in 1876; Crazy Horse surrenders in 1877

1877–80	 Apache Resistance in Southwest

1878–79	 Flight of Northern Cheyenne under Dull Knife from Indian Territory to Northern Plains

1879–85	 Many “Friends of the Indian” organizations founded, including Indian Protection 
Committee, Indian Rights Association, Women’s National Indian Association, and 
National Indian Defense Association

1880	 Buffalo population reduced to 395,000.

c.1880	 Drum Religion founded among Santee Dakota (Sioux), soon spreading to other western 
Great Lakes Tribes

1881	 Crow Dog kills Spotted Tail in Brule Lakota (Sioux) tribal dispute

1881	 Sitting Bull and his Teton Lakota (Sioux) band of 187 surrender to officials at Fort 
Buford, North Dakota

1881–86	 Apache Resistance under Geronimo in Southwest; Geronimo surrenders in 1886

1883 	 Supreme Court rules that federal courts have no jurisdiction on reservation treaty lands

1885	 Buffalo population 20,000

1887 	 Congress passes General Allotment Act (Dawes Act) in which reservation lands are given 
to individual Indians in parcels

1889	 Ghost Dance movement founded by Northern Paiute (Numu) prophet Wovoka

1890	 At Wounded Knee, U.S. troops massacre Lakota Sioux en route to Ghost Dance 
celebration

1890	 Buffalo population 7091

1890–91	 Federal census determines that what has been defined as frontier, i.e., habitable regions 
with less than two inhabitants per square mile, no longer exists

1890–1910	 Low point of U.S. Indian population: less than 250,000

1895	 Buffalo population 800

TIMELINE HIGHLIGHTS
ANSWER KEY

INTERACT  |  Order Direct: (800) 421-4246  |  © 2002 Interact	 BETRAYED Teacher Guide  77



B l u e  C o r n  A t o l e  ( B r e a k f a s t  D r i n k )
1 cup milk
2 teaspoons sugar (or to taste)
4 teaspoons roasted cornmeal
Cinnamon and/or other spices can be added to taste

Add ingredients to milk; stir until combined.

Continue stirring while heating—can be heated on stove or with Cappuccino or 
Espresso steamer.

Serve steaming hot

B l u e  C o r n m e a l  H o t  C a k e s  o r 
W a f f l e s

1 cup blue cornmeal
1 tablespoon baking 
   powder
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon sugar
3 tablespoons corn oil 
   or melted margarine
2 eggs beaten (use some of the milk)
1 cup milk

Combine dry ingredients and stir. 

Add remaining ingredients and mix well. 

Drop desired amounts onto lightly greased griddle turning once as 
cakes brown.

NOTE: For waffles follow recommendations of waffle iron maker.

B l u e  C o r n  P o r r i d g e
3 1/2 cups water
1 teaspoon salt
1 1/4 cups roasted cornmeal

Mix cornmeal and salt. Bring water to boil.

Introduce cornmeal to boiling water and mix well. Continue to beat slowly—
stirring for about five minutes or until smooth and thick.
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F r y  B r e ad
4 cups white flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 tablespoon baking powder
Honey or jam

Combine all ingredients. Add about 1 1/2 cups lukewarm water and knead until dough is 
soft but not sticky.
Shape dough into balls the size of a small peach. Shape into patties by hand; dough should 
be about l/2-inch thick. Make a small hole in the center of the round.
Fry one at a time in about l inch of hot lard or shortening in a heavy pan. Brown on both 
sides. Drain on paper towels and serve hot with honey or jam.

W i l d  Sa  g e  B r e ad
1 tablespoon sugar
2 teaspoons crushed dried sage
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon baking soda
2 1/2 cups flour
1 package dry yeast dissolved in 1/4 cup warm water
1 egg
1 cup cottage cheese
1 tablespoon + 1 tablespoon melted shortening
2 tablespoons crushed roasted pine nuts or coarse salt

Combine sugar, sage, salt, baking soda and flour. Beat egg and cottage cheese together 
until smooth. Add 1 tablespoon melted shortening and the dissolved yeast.
Add flour mixture slowly to egg mixture, beating well after each addition until a stiff 
dough is formed.
Cover dough with cloth and put in warm place until double in bulk (about 1 hour). Punch 
dough down, knead for one minute and place in well-greased pan. Cover again and let rise 
for 40 minutes.
Bake in a 350-degree oven for 50 minutes. Brush top with 1 tablespoon melted shortening 
and sprinkle with crushed roasted pine nuts or coarse salt.

C a r n e  A d o bad   o  ( Sp  i c e d  P o r k )
3 pounds fresh, lean pork
2 cups red chile puree or 12 tablespoons chile powder
2 teaspoons salt
1 tablespoon oregano
2 cloves garlic, mashed

Cut pork into strips. Mix other ingredients, add to pork strips, and let stand in cool place 
for 24 hours.
Cut meat into cubes and brown in small amounts of oil. Add chile sauce and simmer one 
hour or more.
To serve, add more fresh chile sauce and cook until tender.
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P u m p k i n  a n d  C o r n  D e s s e r t
1 small pumpkin
2 ears corn, cut from cob
1/2 cup whole wheat flour
Sugar or honey

Peel, seed and slice pumpkin. Cover with water and simmer until tender. 
Place corn kernels in pie tin in 350-degree oven; bake for 15 minutes. 
Add corn to pumpkin. Add flour, stirring constantly over low heat until mixture thickens. Add 
sugar or honey to taste. Serve hot.

R i c e  P u d d i n g
3 tablespoons white rice, uncooked
1 1/2 tablespoons sugar
1 quart milk
1/2 teaspoon salt
3/4 teaspoon cinnamon
2 eggs
1/2 cup raisins or soaked dried apricots

Rinse rice. Add all other ingredients except eggs. 
Separate eggs and beat whites until very stiff. Beat yolks and fold yolks into rice mixture. 
Fold in egg whites. Spoon into casserole dish. 
Bake in slow oven (250–300 degrees) for 2 hours, stirring several times.

C o r n  P u d d i n g
2 cups green corn cut from cob
1 zucchini, diced
1 small green pepper, diced
2 tablespoons shelled sunflower seeds or shelled roasted
   piñon nuts, finely chopped

Blend or mash all ingredients together until milky. 
Bring to boil and simmer until mixture reaches a 
pudding-like consistency. 
Serve hot with butter or chile sauce.

B a k e d  P u m p k i n
1 small pumpkin, peeled and cut into cubes
1 cup sugar
1 teaspoon salt
Cinnamon

Place pumpkin cubes in a baking dish and sprinkle 
with sugar and salt. Cover pan with foil and bake in 
325-degree oven until soft. 
Sprinkle with cinnamon.
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T E A C H E R  F E E D B A C K  F O R M

At Interact, we constantly strive to make our units the best they can be. We always appreciate 
feedback from you—our customer—to facilitate this process. With your input, we can continue 
to provide high-quality, interactive, and meaningful instructional materials to enhance your 
curriculum and engage your students. Please take a few moments to complete this feedback 
form and drop it in the mail. Address it to:

Interact  •  Attn: Editorial
10200 Jefferson Blvd.  •  P.O. Box 802

Culver City, CA 90232-0802

or fax it to us at (800) 944-5432

or e-mail it to us at access@teachinteract.com

Your Name:_________________________________________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:_____________________________________________________________________

Interact Unit: ________________________________________________________________

Comments: _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

We enjoy receiving photos or videos of our units in action!
Please use the release form on the following page.



R e l ea  s e  F orm    for    P hoto    g raph    i c  Ima   g e s

To Teachers:

To help illustrate to others the experiential activities involved and to promote the use of 
simulations, we like to get photographs and videos of classes participating in the simulation. 
Please send photos of students actively engaged so we can publish them in our promotional 
material. Be aware that we can only use images of students for whom a release form has been 
submitted.

To Parents:

I give permission for photographs or videos of my child to appear in catalogs of educational 
materials published by Interact.

Name of Student: __________________________________ (print)

Age of Student: ____________________________________ (print)

Parent or Guardian: ________________________________ (print)

Signature: ________________________________________  Date: ________________

Address:

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _ _________________________________________

Interact
10200 Jefferson Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90232-0802
310-839-2436
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Student Name: __________________________________________________________

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND ESSAY

The Great American Plains
Picture the Great American Plains—land stretching from the Mississippi River Valley in 
the east to the Rocky Mountains in the west; from southern Texas up into Canada. This 
vast region is mostly grassland. The Black Hills of South Dakota and Wyoming and the 
Dakota Badlands offer some geographical diversity. Grazing land. Farming land. Land of 
extreme temperatures and unpredictable precipitation.

Long before horses, long before 
contact with “pale-skinned people,” 
Plains Indians lived on these vast 
grasslands. They hunted bison and 
game of all kinds. They gathered 
seeds, nuts, berries, and tubers. 
They grew maize (corn), made 
ceramics, and built mounds to 
honor their dead. When rains 
did not permit crop growth, they 
migrated to other areas and relied 
more on bison. They lived with 
the land, giving and taking in a 
mutually respectful relationship. 
Plains Indians’ homes, round 
earth lodges buried in the ground, 
provided safety and security when 
they did stay in one area for a 
length of time.

Early Human History
Historical evidence suggests that Native Americans settled in North America more than 
25,000 years ago. Europeans traveled to some parts of North America beginning at least 
1000 years ago. They set up some temporary settlements. They probably met some of 
the original Native Americans. Not much is known about the contact and interactions 
between these diverse cultures for the first several hundred years of European 
exploration.

Review our complete product catalog on the Internet at http://www.interact-simulations.com

BETRAYED

An Exploration of the Betrayal of 19th-Century Native
American Leaders by the U.S. Government
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Mandan Earthen Lodge by Edward S. Curtis—1908

Northwestern University Library, Edward S. Curtis's 'The North American Indian': 
The Photographic Images, 2001.

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award98/ienhtml/curthome.html

Product Code: INT123  v1.0



H I S T O R I C A L   B A C K G R O U N D   E S S A Y

Contact Increases
Christopher Columbus reached the Americas in 
1492. Thinking he had reached India, he named the 
people he met in the Caribbean, “Indians.” It appears 
that most North American tribes were unaware of 
the arrival of the Europeans. Little did they suspect 
how their lives would change in the generations to 
come. During the next 300 years, more and more 
Europeans came to “America” from Spain, France, 
England, The Netherlands, and Sweden. Early 
contacts between Europeans and the native people 
were often positive.

Contact Brings Change
In 1540, the Spanish brought horses to North 
America. This changed how native people could move 
around. Horses also changed how the tribes interacted 
with each other. Around 1600, the Spanish brought 
sheep into the Southwest. They introduced wool and 
weaving to the Indians. Europeans brought goods to 
trade, new traditions, and a new religion to the Native 
Americans. However, they also brought disease. 
In the first few hundred years of contact, countless 
Indians died from smallpox and other diseases that 
their bodies had not been exposed to before contact 
with Europeans. Families, communities, and entire 
villages were wiped out by disease. This changed the 
leadership of many tribes, and forced tribes to unite 
and reorganize.

Cultural Conflicts
As more Europeans settled in the new world, conflicts 
and wars erupted between native people who lived 
on the land and those newcomers who felt they could 
take the land by claim, by law, or by force. The 
land of North America was very rich with natural 
resources. Europeans wanted to “own” it and be in 
control of the riches that came from it.

The Indian and European concept of ownership and 
power regarding land was very different. The Indian 
tradition was holistic and reverent toward land and 
towards things both living and non-living. Europeans 
lived on the land, and took from it what they needed 
to survive. They believed that humans had the right 
to dominate the land and use it for their needs. These 
different views of land use and ownership caused a 
long and bitter conflict.
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H I S T O R I C A L   B A C K G R O U N D   E S S A Y

Nineteenth-Century America
The century opened with President 
Jefferson’s bold Louisiana Purchase. The 
huge Louisiana Territory more than doubled 
the size of the United States. Jefferson sent 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to 
explore the unknown land. Throughout their 
18-month expedition, Lewis and Clark had 
predominantly positive interactions with the 
Indians they encountered.

In 1802, Congress established a fund to 
“civilize and educate” Indians; Federal 
law also prohibited sale of liquor to 
Indians. In 1819, the Government allocated 
money to mission groups to help with the 
“civilization.” The prevailing attitude was 
that the U.S. leaders knew what was best for 
the Indians.

More and more Europeans came to the 
shores of America. Seeking freedom and 
economic opportunity, these settlers needed 
space. As the eastern cities and countryside 
became more crowded, people needed more 
land. Where would Americans go? West, of 
course.

First, settlers moved into Indian lands. 
Then they began trying to tell the Indians 
how to live their lives. How did the Indians react 
to this intervention? Some tried to join with the 
U.S. leaders and work peacefully to accommodate 

American expansion. Some helped guide wagon 
trains and some even served in the U.S. Army. Many 
resisted, with both defensive and offensive violence. 
Others resigned themselves to forced relocations.

Throughout the first part of the century, settlers 
moved West. They built homesteads and farms. They 
fenced the land. Discovery of gold in California led 
to increased expansion in the West. After the Civil 
War, the railroads also expanded West, bringing 
more people, jobs, and opportunities. The farms, 
ranches, and railroads destroyed the ability of the 
Plains Indians to follow the migrating buffalo. The 
discovery of gold in the Black Hills of South Dakota 
(land sacred to the Native Americans) brought 
prospectors and increased tensions in the area, 
leading to war.
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Louisiana—ca. 1804, including British possessions (Canada).

Library of Congress, Geography and Map Division

The Gold Seekers of California. The Illustrated London News—February 10, 1849 

Library of Congress, Westward by Sea collection



H I S T O R I C A L   B A C K G R O U N D   E S S A Y

“Manifest Destiny”
U.S. Government 
leaders used the 
phrase Manifest 
Destiny to explain 
their mission in 
expanding the 
country. American 
values of freedom, 
democracy, and self-government were great  
ideals. However, these values were for the white, 
land-owning American men of European descent. 
Freedom, democracy, and self-government did not 
extend to the Native Americans of the Plains, whom 
most Americans continued to view as “heathens”  
and “savages.”

Federal Policies and Treaties
Throughout the 19th century, the U.S. Government 
negotiated numerous treaties for land and peace with 
the Indians. Among these were the 1851 Treaty of 
Fort Laramie, the 1862 Federal Indian Policy, and the 
Medicine Lodge Treaties of 1867–68.

The Fort Laramie 
Treaty was designed 
to define the 
territories of the 
Plains Indians and to 
assure safe passage 
for settlers along the 
Oregon Trail. Both 
the settlers and the 
Indians violated this 
treaty at different 
times.

In 1862 Federal Indian Policy shifted from treating 
Tribes as self-governing nations to seeing tribes as 
“wards of the Government.” This same year, the U.S. 
Government’s Homestead Act opened up Indian land 
in Kansas and Nebraska to settlers. This act granted 
homesteaders 160 acres (of Indian land) if they 
occupied it for five years.

The Medicine Lodge Treaties were initiated by peace 
advocates in the U.S. Government, upset by the 
ongoing bloody conflicts on the Plains. These treaties 
established a combined reservation for the Cheyenne 
and Arapaho, and another land area for the Comanche, 
Kiowa, and Kiowa-Apache.

Time and again the government broke treaties and  
made additional Indian lands available for settlement. 
The U.S. Army consistently protected settlers who 
moved into lands that treaties reserved for Native 
American tribes.

Solutions?
The 19th century did not end with positive relations 
between all Indian Nations and the United States. As 
you will learn, there were many strong and powerful 
leaders in the Tribes of the Plains. Each of these 
leaders had his own solution to the conflict. Each 
of these leaders made an impact on his tribe and on 
American history. Now it is your turn to examine, up 
close, the specific cultures, conflicts, and outcomes of 
some of the greatest chiefs of the nineteenth century. 
Perhaps you will find your own 21st-century solutions 
to this age-old conflict.
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During 1842 2d Lt. John C. Fremont of the Corps of 
Topographical Engineers led an expedition to explore 
and map the Platte River country for the benefit of emigrants moving over the Oregon Trail; on a second 
expedition in 1843 he reached Sacramento, Upper California.

In 1842 Fremont reported seeing emigrant parties 
totaling 64 men and 16 or 17 families. Three years 
later, when Col. Stephen W. Kearny took five companies 
of the 1st Dragoons over the Oregon Trail on a march undertaken primarily for the protection of the 
emigrants, he saw on the trail 850 men and about 475 
families in long caravans followed by thousands of 
cattle.

AMERICAN MILITARY HISTORYCENTER OF MILITARY HISTORYUNITED STATES ARMY

U.S. Flag with 30 stars, after Wisconsin was 
admitted into the union—1848

United States commisioners and Native American 
chiefs hold a conference in a tent at Fort Laramie.



P R O J E C T   C H E C K L I S T

Required Projects
1)	 Identity Graphic Organizer (Every Student)

2)	 Map (Every Student)

3)	 Timeline (Every Student)

Optional Projects
Expert Group members decide how to “divide the work.” Each student must participate in a minimum  
of _____ Optional Projects. Highlight the project(s) you will do: remember, you must complete Optional 
Projects in addition to the Required Projects!
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Group, Pair, or Individual Projects Initials of Group Members

Pageant of the Plains

Native Music

Nature Myth

Diorama

Indian Legend

Individual Projects

Character Cinquain

Vocabulary



I D E N T I T Y   G R A P H I C   O R G A N I Z E R

Instructions: As an Expert Group, work together to complete this important information about your Chief and his Tribe. 
Use the Historical Background Essay, your Social Studies textbook, and any other classroom resources available.
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Name:______________________

Tribe:_ _____________________

Born:_______________________

Died:_______________________

Character
Description

1.________________________

2.________________________

3.________________________

4.________________________

5.________________________

6.________________________

7.________________________

TRIBAL TRADITIONS

1._______________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________

3._______________________________________________________

4._______________________________________________________

5._______________________________________________________

6._______________________________________________________

7._______________________________________________________

MAJOR TRIBAL EVENTS OF THE 19TH CENTURY

1._______________________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________

3._______________________________________________________

4._______________________________________________________

5._______________________________________________________

_ _______________________________________________________

_ _______________________________________________________

_ _______________________________________________________

_ _______________________________________________________

_ _______________________________________________________

_ _______________________________________________________

_ _______________________________________________________

Religion, Spirituality, and Nature

Major Tribal Events of the 19th Century

Tribal Traditions



I D E N T I T Y   G R A P H I C   O R G A N I Z E R

Research Questions: 

How and where did you live prior to encountering white settlers?______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What other Tribes (if any) did you have contact and/or conflicts with?__________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe the contact (positive and sharing? negative and fighting?)

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

What impact did U.S. Government decisions have on you, your family, and your people?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Bring the reservations to life—the where, why, good and bad of life on the Reservation (if this applies to you 
and your Tribe).

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Describe the relationships you had with white Americans. _ __________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________	

Who betrayed you?___________________________________________________________________________

How did you feel betrayed?____________________________________________________________________	
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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