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Geography of Latin America
The geography of Latin America affects life there in both good
and bad ways. For example, the three major rivers of South
America are the Orinoco, the Amazon, and the Rio de la Plata.
These rivers have provided a means of transportation, water for
irrigation, and fertile soil for agriculture. However, they also tend
to flood. These floods can be very destructive.

© 2004 Walch Publishing

Name at least two other important geographic features of Latin
America. For each one, describe both its good and bad effects on
people’s lives.
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The Yanomamo
The Yanomamo live in the Amazon rain forest of South America.
Until the 1980s, they had very little contact with the rest of the
world. In 1988, a gold rush brought people to the area. The
Yanomamo have suffered from the contact, and their way of life is
threatened. These are the words of one of their leaders.

© 2004 Walch Publish
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Everyone likes to give as well as to receive. No one wishes only to 
receive all the time. We have taken much from your culture. . . . I 
wish you had taken something from our culture . . . for there were some
good and beautiful things in it. (quoted in Breuilly, O’Brien, and Palmer,
Religions of the World)

What do you think the speaker meant by this quotation? Write one or two
sentences to explain it.
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Ben Franklin’s Words of Wisdom
Benjamin Franklin was one of the leaders of the American Revolution.
He was also a writer and publisher. He used his printing press to share
wise sayings that he hoped would help his readers. Some of these
sayings he wrote himself. Some he adapted from other sources.

© 2004 Walch Publishing

Here are some of the sayings Franklin published. Read them carefully.
Then say what virtues you think Franklin admired.

A lie stands on one leg, the truth on two. 

One today is worth two tomorrows.

A quarrelsome man has no good neighbors.

Three may keep a secret, if two of them are dead.

Up, sluggard, and waste not life; in the grave will be sleeping enough.

Early to bed and early to rise makes a man healthy, wealthy, and wise. 

An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest.

Never leave that till tomorrow which you can do today.

He that goes a borrowing goes a sorrowing.
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What festivals are unique to your area? What aspect of your region’s culture
do they celebrate? Draw a picture or write a description of a celebration from
your region or another place you have lived. Include an explanation of what
aspect of culture is being celebrated.

Let’s Celebrate
All around the world, people celebrate holidays. In the United 
States, most national holidays celebrate an important event or 
person in the country’s history. These include July 4, Thanksgiving, 
and Memorial Day.

But the United States also has many regional holidays and celebrations. 
For example, New Orleans celebrates Mardi Gras. New York, San 
Francisco, and other cities with large Chinese-American populations 
celebrate the Chinese New Year. Other celebrations are less well known, 
such as the Paul Bunyan Days in St. Maries, Idaho, or the Tulip Festival in 
Holland, Michigan. Still, each of these festivals celebrates something distinctive
about a region’s culture and history.

© 2004 Walch Publish
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Gold Rush Pants
The California Gold Rush drew many people who dreamed of making a
fortune. One of them was a young German immigrant, Loeb (or Levi)
Strauss. He didn’t go to California to work in the mines, though; he set
up a store selling fabric and other dry goods. 

A tailor named Jacob Davis used fabric from this store to make pants for
miners. This tough fabric was named for the city in France where it was

first made. One problem miners had with their pants was that they often
put nuggets in their pockets. The weight ripped the seams. Davis solved this

problem. He used metal rivets as well as seams to attach the pockets.

Davis and Strauss went into business together, selling tough pants with riveted pockets;
they called them “waist overalls.” Today, these pants have another name. It probably 
comes from the cotton pants worn by Italian sailors.

© 2004 Walch Publishing

___  1. Genoa, Italy

___  2. Nimes, France

___  3. Loeb (Levi) Strauss

a. Levi’s

b. jeans

c. denim

These pants combine elements from several countries, but the result is
American through and through. Match the people and places named
below with the words that they gave rise to.
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United States: What Is It?
Most countries have landmarks. They can be buildings or natural
features. They are sites that people around the world identify with
that country.

This is a description of a landmark in the United States. Read the
description. Then name the landmark being described.

© 2004 Walch Publish
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It started as a riverbed—a long, long time ago. For millions of years, as
the Colorado River flowed from the mountains to the sea, it wore away the
stone it flowed over. Near the surface, the rock was limestone, formed about
250 million years ago. The river ate its way through that layer and the next, through

almost a mile of solid rock. 

Today, the Colorado River runs through a gorge that is about 1.6 km (1 mi)
deep and an average of 16 km (10 mi) wide. Its vastness, its rugged contours,
and the colors of the rock layers, which show the history of the earth, leave
visitors spellbound.

What is it? 

170

D
aily

W
arm-Ups: World Cultures

United States: What Is It?
Most countries have landmarks. They can be buildings or natural
features. They are sites that people around the world identify with
that country.

This is a description of a landmark in the United States. Read the
description. Then name the landmark being described.

© 2004 Walch Publish
ing

It started as a riverbed—a long, long time ago. For millions of years, as
the Colorado River flowed from the mountains to the sea, it wore away the
stone it flowed over. Near the surface, the rock was limestone, formed about
250 million years ago. The river ate its way through that layer and the next, through

almost a mile of solid rock. 

Today, the Colorado River runs through a gorge that is about 1.6 km (1 mi)
deep and an average of 16 km (10 mi) wide. Its vastness, its rugged contours,
and the colors of the rock layers, which show the history of the earth, leave
visitors spellbound.

What is it? 

© 2004 J. Weston Walch, P
ubli

sh
er



171

Daily Warm-Ups: World
Cul

tu
re

s

Canada: Where Is It?
This site at the tip of a Canadian island lay forgotten for centuries.
In 1960, a Norwegian team came to the island. They were looking
for traces of Viking settlements. At this site, they found them. 

The stone and turf buildings built here were similar in style to
buildings in Iceland and Greenland. Artifacts found on the site

include a bronze pin like those used by Norsemen. 

Archaeologists and anthropologists studied the site. The evidence
suggests that this is the site of a Norse settlement from around 995 C.E.
It was founded by Thorfinn Karlsefni and Thorvald Eriksson. The first
child born to Europeans on the North American continent was born
here—almost 500 years before Columbus reached the Caribbean.

© 2004 Walch Publishing

Where is it?
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Where is it?
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Combination Words
English includes words that were created by running two words
together, such as “cheeseburger” (a hamburger with cheese) or
“smog” (a mixture of smoke and fog).

© 2004 Walch Publish
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Here are definitions of some combination words. Try to identify the
words from their definitions. Then write the words that were
combined to create them.

1. living being whose powers are enhanced by computer 
implants ___________________

2. serialized television comedy program ___________________

3. meal eaten late in the morning ___________________

4. very, very rough estimate ___________________

5. roadside hotel ___________________

6. inflation in an economy with no growth in employment or
demand for goods ___________________
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__ a. John Cabot claims Atlantic Coast for England

__ b. French defeated by British, ending French rule in Canada

__ c. Right to vote in federal elections for Canadian women over age 21

__ d. The boundary between British North America and the United States
is set at 49°N.

__ e. Free Trade Agreement between Canada, United States goes into effect 

__  f. Cartier lands at Gaspé, claims territory for France 

__ g. The St. Lawrence Seaway opens, allowing oceangoing vessels to sail
from Lake Superior to Montréal

__ h. Samuel de Champlain sets up a fur trading post at Québec 

__  i. Hudson’s Bay Company founded, given monopoly of trade 

__ j. Cornwallis founds Halifax, creates British foothold in Nova Scotia

__ k. English expel Acadians who refused an oath of allegiance

__ l. Klondike Gold Rush

Events in Canadian History
Here are some important events in Canada’s history—in no
particular order. Decide what order they took place in. Then number
them 1–12, in chronological order.
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Revolutionary Leaders
By the late 1700s, many people in the American colonies were
unhappy with British rule. A handful of individuals had the vision
and the courage to do something about it.
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Unscramble the groups of letters below to find the names of some
key figures in the American Revolution.

1. N O J  H   A M D S A ______________________

2. U S L A M E   S M D A A ______________________

3. J A M I N N B E   L I N K F A R N ______________________

4. N O H J   C H O C K A N ______________________

5. C P K A R T I   R Y E H N ______________________

6. M S A O T H   E E F F J N O RS ______________________

7. A E J M S   I O S T ______________________

8. S M A T H O   N E P A I ______________________

9. A L P U   E E E R R V ______________________

10. R G G E E O   T O N S H I N W A G ______________________
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Famous Canadians
The Canadians listed below are known around the world for their
work. Decide which field each person is known for. Then write A for
acting, L for literature, M for music, or S for sports by each name.

© 2004 Walch Publishing

__ 1. Margaret Atwood

__ 2. Jim Carrey

__ 3. Robertson Davies

__ 4. Michael J. Fox

__ 5. Wayne Gretzky

__ 6. W. P. Kinsella

__ 7. Diana Krall

__ 8. Stephen Leacock

__ 9. Mario Lemieux

__10. Sarah McLachlan

__11.  Alanis Morissette

__12.  Maurice “Rocket” Richard

__13.  Bobby Orr

__14.  Keanu Reeves

__15.  Mike Myers

__16.  Shania Twain
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American Music: Jazz
Jazz today is popular all over the world. But its roots are in the
United States. In fact, jazz is the first American music to affect
music in the rest of the world. 

Like the country it comes from, jazz mixes many cultures. Its roots
are in the music of Africans brought here as slaves. In the United
States, African-American music developed into spirituals, work songs,
and the blues. In the late 1800s, four million slaves became American
citizens. Their music mixed with other musical traditions, including French,
Spanish, and Irish. A rich new musical sound developed: the sound of jazz.

© 2004 Walch Publish
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Here are some of the greatest names in twentieth-century jazz. Choose the
instrument from the box that is most associated with each name.

1. Louis Armstrong ___________

2. Bix Beiderbecke ___________

3. John Coltrane ___________

4. Miles Davis ___________

5. Duke Ellington ___________

6. Ella Fitzgerald ___________

7. Dizzy Gillespie ___________

8. Billie Holiday ___________

cornet piano tenor sax trumpet voice
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Conservation President
Theodore Roosevelt was president of the United States from 1901 
to 1909. Roosevelt believed that U.S. natural resources should be
preserved. He set aside public land to be used as national forests and
created the National Wildlife Refuge program. He also created many
national parks and monuments. In talking about the Grand Canyon,
Roosevelt said:

© 2004 Walch Publishing

Keep it for your children and your children’s
children, and for all who come after you, as
one of the great sights which every
American, if he can travel at all, must see.

In all, Roosevelt named five national parks, eight national monuments,
one hundred fifty national forests, four national game preserves, and
fifty-one national bird sanctuaries. Many places that are national parks
and monuments today date back to Roosevelt. Name as many national
parks and monuments as you can.
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Water in the Western United States
In the United States east of the Rocky Mountains, average rainfall 
is more than 20 inches a year. West of the Rockies, it is less than 
20 inches a year. This means that states west of the Rockies depend on
rivers for water.

In the eastern states, water rights come with the land. If you own 
land along a river, you have the right to use the water. In the west, a 
different approach to water rights developed. It is called the prior 
appropriation system. This is sometimes described as “first in time, first in 
right.” Basically, the first person to arrive and use the water for a “beneficial 
use” had the right to keep using that amount of water. The second person to arrive
could also get the right to use water. But the first person’s rights had first claim. 

In a year when the river is low, the first person would get water. The second person 
might not.

© 2004 Walch Publish
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What advantages can you see to this system of water rights? What
disadvantages can you see? Do you think this system is fair, or unfair? Write
three or four sentences explaining your opinion.
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Moving to the Suburbs
During the twentieth century, population distribution in the United
States changed a great deal. At the start of the century, most people
lived in rural areas. By about 1920 half the population lived in urban
areas and half lived in rural areas. People either lived and worked in
the city, or lived in the country and worked on farms. 

During the 1920s and 1930s, suburbs began to grow. In 1950, less 
than a quarter of people in the United States lived in suburban areas;
almost one-third lived in rural areas. By 1990, one half of U.S.
residents lived in the suburbs; about one-fifth lived in rural areas.

© 2004 Walch Publishing

Of course, many factors led to this change, but one
factor had the most influence. What was it? Write
one or two sentences to explain your answer.

179

Daily Warm-Ups: World
Cul

tu
re

s

Moving to the Suburbs
During the twentieth century, population distribution in the United
States changed a great deal. At the start of the century, most people
lived in rural areas. By about 1920 half the population lived in urban
areas and half lived in rural areas. People either lived and worked in
the city, or lived in the country and worked on farms. 

During the 1920s and 1930s, suburbs began to grow. In 1950, less 
than a quarter of people in the United States lived in suburban areas;
almost one-third lived in rural areas. By 1990, one half of U.S.
residents lived in the suburbs; about one-fifth lived in rural areas.

© 2004 Walch Publishing

Of course, many factors led to this change, but one
factor had the most influence. What was it? Write
one or two sentences to explain your answer.

© 2004 J. Weston Walch, Publisher



180

D
aily

W
arm-Ups: World Cultures

Multilingual Health Care
From the time the first Europeans set foot here, the United States
has always been a land of immigrants. Some come here to escape
violence and unrest in their birth countries. Some come to pursue
an education. Some come to join family members, or to accept a job.
Some come for a short time to get medical attention.

One of the first challenges many new residents face is learning the
language. Not being able to communicate makes everyday tasks a huge
challenge. It can also make dealing with an emergency even harder. 

Hospitals in large cities have patients who speak dozens of languages. When
health care providers and patients do not speak the same language, the quality of care

can suffer. To address this, some hospitals have prepared booklets with useful
phrases in English and another language. Phrases include ways to express

discomfort and make requests. One hospital may have booklets in more
than a dozen languages.
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Imagine that you are helping prepare a booklet for use with non-English-
speaking patients. What kinds of words and phrases would you include? List
as many as you can.
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language. Not being able to communicate makes everyday tasks a huge
challenge. It can also make dealing with an emergency even harder. 

Hospitals in large cities have patients who speak dozens of languages. When
health care providers and patients do not speak the same language, the quality of care

can suffer. To address this, some hospitals have prepared booklets with useful
phrases in English and another language. Phrases include ways to express

discomfort and make requests. One hospital may have booklets in more
than a dozen languages.
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1. Answers will vary. You may wish to have students
brainstorm to list proverbs. Here are a few to get
them started. “A bird in the hand is worth two in
the bush.” “Birds of a feather flock together.” “Cut
your coat according to your cloth.” “Don’t change
horses in midstream.” “Don’t count your chickens
before they’re hatched.” “Don’t put the cart before
the horse.” “Good fences make good neighbors.”
“His bark is worse than his bite.” “It’s a long lane
that has no turning.” “The squeaky wheel gets the
grease.” “Make hay while the sun shines.” “Strike
while the iron is hot.” “You can lead (take) a
horse to water, but you can’t make it drink.” “You
can’t make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear.” 

2. The problem of the quarter day is solved by adding
a day every four years. Most years are 365 days
long; every four years, with some exceptions, the
four quarters are added together to give one extra
day, for a 366-day year. These years are known as
“leap years.”

3. Answers will vary. Specific new-year celebrations
from other parts of the world are covered in other

sections of this book.
4. Answers will vary. You may want to share some

more detailed availability figures with students.
Vehicles per 1,000 inhabitants: United States:
783; Latin America: 88.3; Africa: 22.4; China: 7.9;
India: 6.7. Water: 1.1 billion people do not have
access to safe water; 2.4 billion do not have access
to adequate sanitation; Electricity: 1.64 billion
people do not have access to electricity. 

5. Student lists will vary. 
6. Answers will vary. 
7. Answers will vary.
8. Answers will vary. 
9. 1. T; 2. T; 3. T; 4. D; 5. D; 6. D; 7. D; 8. T; 9. D;

10. D; 11. D; 12. T
10. Answers will vary.
11. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Being flexible;

keeping an open mind and not thinking
something is bad just because it’s different; having
a sense of humor so you can laugh off embarrassing
or annoying incidents; coping well with failure,
because you’re bound to fail at some things in a
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different culture; being curious about new people,
places, and ideas; being willing to communicate
and ask questions; having tolerance for differences;
having tolerance for ambiguity; having patience.

12. 1. c; 2. d; 3. b; 4. e; 5. a
13. 1. c; 2. a; 3. d; 4. b
14. One is a lunar calendar, the other is a solar one.

The lunar calendar year is 354.36 days long, while
the solar year is 365.24 days long. This means that
the Islamic year is about 11 days shorter than the
Gregorian year—even more in leap years, when
the Gregorian calendar adds a day. The Islamic
calendar is slowly “gaining” on the Gregorian
calendar. So although year 1 A.H. is equivalent to
year 622 C.E., eventually, the two calendars will
show the same year—in 20874. 

15. Answers will vary.
16. Islam: Jerusalem is associated with several of the

early prophets; when Muhammad went to Heaven
to see God, he rose up from Jerusalem.
Christianity: Jerusalem is the city where Christ
was crucified and rose from the dead. Judaism: the

city of King David; Holy Zion, where the promised
Messiah will come. 

17. The circle is divided into 360 degrees. 
18. Hagia Sophia, Istanbul
19. The Great Sphinx at Giza
20. Answers will vary. 
21. scarlet; mohair; sofa; apricots; oranges; algebra;

magazine; zero
22. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Because they

are funny, so people remember them and tell them
to other people, spreading the stories. The stories
have different levels of meaning. This story looks
at things from a different angle. Looking at things
differently can help people change rigid thinking
patterns, which the Sufis aimed to do.

23. 1. bazaar; 2. spinach; 3. check; 4. magic; 5. khaki
24. Answers will vary. 
25. Answers will vary. Sample answer: A text is

carved into the stone in three different scripts:
hieroglyphics, everyday Egyptian script, and
Greek. It was the key to being able to translate
hieroglyphics, which has unlocked the history of
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Egypt.
26. Answers will vary. Sample answer: He meant that

signing the peace agreement was harder than
fighting in a war because soldiers are respected for
their courage, but people in Israel probably
wouldn’t approve of a peace treaty, so Begin would
get less respect for this than he would for war.
Still, he felt that, in the long term, peace was
better than war. 

27. 1. Palestine Liberation Organization; 2. Syria; 
3. Israel; 4. Israel; 5. Jordan; 6. Israel; 7. Egypt; 
8. Egypt; 9. Israel; 10. Egypt

28. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Islam considers
that creating living things that move, such as
humans and animals, is the realm of God. Artists
are discouraged from creating such figures in 
their art. 

29. Student calligraphy will vary.
30. 1. tagine; 2. couscous; 3. bisteeya; 4. harissa
31. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Similarities:

Both areas were centered on rivers that enabled
early farmers to grow crops in arid climates. Both
included level land that was suitable for the

development of irrigation. Differences: Egypt was
protected from invaders by the desert that lay
beyond the Nile Valley, but the desert also kept
Egypt from expanding beyond its borders. The
floods of the Nile River were regular and
predictable, but those of the Tigris and Euphrates
were irregular. 

32. Answers will vary.
33. 1. g; 2. c; 3. d; 4. f; 5. g; 6. a; 7. c; 8. c; 9. d; 10. c;

11. c; 12. c; 13. e; 14. a; 15. b; 16. d
34. Answers will vary.
35. 1. b; 2. b; 3. c; 4. d; 5. b; 6. a
36. 1. f; 2. d; 3. e; 4. c; 5. b; 6. a
37. Answers will vary. 
38. Answers to the first question will vary, depending

on the year and time of year. Ethiopia will mark
the year 2000 in Gregorian year 2007.

39. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The Leakeys’
find changed people’s thinking about human
origins. Previously, scientists saw human evolution
as a single, straight line. This fossil find helped
develop the idea that the evolutionary process is
much more complex than that. Also, this was the
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first significant find made in the Rift Valley, which
has since been a source for many other discoveries. 

40. rock-hewn churches of Lalibela
41. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Many different

languages are spoken because different ethnic
groups were included within the borders when the
English territory of Sierra Leone was formed in the
nineteenth century. 

42. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Many enslaved
Africans came from West Africa. They brought
their rich oral tradition with them to the
Americas. 

43. 1. aipot; 2. fren-fren; 3. dorti-dorti; 4. adonkia; 
5. bifor-bifor; 6. melesin; 7. abeg; 8. sawa; 9. tineja;
10. barawo

44. a. 8; b. 2; c. 5; d. 10; e. 3; f. 4; g. 9; h. 7; i. 1; j. 11;
k. 6

45. Answers will vary. 
46. 1. g; 2. f; 3. d; 4. i; 5. j; 6. b; 7. e; 8. a; 9. h; 10. c
47. 1. A; 2. M; 3. A; 4. M; 5. W; 6. A; 7. W; 8. M; 

9. M; 10. A; 11. M; 12. W; 13. W; 14. W; 15. A
48. Mansa Musa

49. the blues
50. Eritrea lies between Ethiopia and the Gulf of

Aden. Losing Eritrea meant that Ethiopia lost
access to ports on the Red Sea, a major blow to
the landlocked nation’s means of transport.

51. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Much of
Africa, Asia, and Central America depends on the
banana for up to half their daily calories. If the
crop falls victim to the fungus, alternative sources
of food will need to be found for millions of
people. Until such sources are found, the loss
could be similar to that when the Irish potato crop
failed in the mid-1800s, with widespread famine.
Also, the financial loss to these regions from the
failure of the crop would be another blow to areas
that are already struggling economically. 

52. Answers will vary. Sample answer: It made it
harder for Kenyans from different ethnic groups to
unite under one leader and overthrow their
government. The different languages of the groups
made communication difficult, and their different
geographic locations and occupations meant that
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they had very different goals and aims. 
53. 1. b; 2. b; 3. a; 4. c; 5. c; 6. a
54. Answers will vary.
55. 1. Diwali; 2. Holi; 3. Id-ul-Zuha
56. Answers will vary.
57. Taj Mahal
58. 1. raita; 2. chutney; 3. samosa; 4. nan; 5. vindaloo
59. 1. e; 2. c; 3. f; 4. a; 5. d; 6. b
60. Michael Ondaatje
61. 1. influence; 2. minister; 3. hereditary; 4. reform;

5. revolution
62. Siddhartha Gautama, known as Buddha, “the

Enlightened One”
63. Benazir Bhutto
64. Martin Luther King Jr. and Cesar Chavez
65. Answers will vary. 1. sanniya yakuma; 2. kolam; 

3. sokari; 4. nadagama
66. 1. Mahabharata; 2. Ramayana
67. Hollywood and Bombay (now Mumbai)
68. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Most of the

country is very low-lying and lies in the path of
the monsoons. The combination of flat land,

rivers, and heavy rain would lead to heavy
flooding, resulting in loss of life and damage to
crops and property. Waterborne diseases would 
be common. 

69. Answers will vary. Initial reports from Bhutan
suggest that the advent of cable television is
adversely affecting many aspects of Bhutanese
culture, including an increase in crime and
decrease in educational achievement. 

70. 1. d; 2. c; 3. b; 4. e; 5. a; 6. b; 7. e
71. Answers will vary. Sample answers: 1. politeness;

2. sharing; 3. gratitude; 4. keeping promises
72. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The proverbs

tell us about animals found in Thailand, including
the tiger, crocodile, and water buffalo. The tigers
and crocodiles indicate jungles and rivers. The
proverbs tell us that fishing is part of the Thai
economy, indicating that the country is coastal or
has many lakes. The coconuts indicate that the
climate is subtropical. Proverb 4 suggests that
fevers are common in Thailand; perhaps
mosquitoes carry malaria or other insect-borne
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diseases. The reference to water buffaloes in
proverb 2 suggests rice cultivation, as water
buffaloes are often used there. Proverbs 2 and 5
tell us that music and dance are part of the
culture; specific instruments include the violin,
flute, and drum. Overall, the proverbs suggest a
subtropical country where fishing and rice
cultivation are important, and music and culture
are valued. 

73. 1. a; 2. c; 3. b; 4. c; 5. c; 6. a; 7. b; 8. d; 9. d
74. Answers will vary. 
75. Angkor Wat
76. 1. batik; 2. gong; 3. cockatoo; 4. bamboo; 

5. compound; 6. sarong; 7. bantam; 8. gecko; 
9. amok

77. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The initiative
in Vietnam shifted from the colonial powers to the
Vietminh and led to the Geneva Conference of
1954, which created the nations of South and
North Vietnam. Fearing that the Communist
government of North Vietnam might spread to
other countries in Southeast Asia, the U.S.

government began to try to influence the
government of South Vietnam. This led
eventually to U.S. involvement in the Vietnam
War.

78. Aung San Suu Kyi 
79. 1. waterbuffalo; 2. myths; 3. Mahabharata; 

4. gamelan orchestra; 5. dalang
80. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Because the

flooding leaves behind a rich deposit of fertile soil,
which is ideal for agriculture, and because the
flooding is a natural way of irrigating the land.
This regular flooding makes the land ideal for
growing rice, the country’s main source of food;
Cambodia produces more than 2 million tons of
rice each year.

81. Answers will vary. Students should refer to the
many separate islands where people live, and the
country’s ethnic diversity (Malay, Papuan,
Chinese, indigenous tribes) and linguistic variety
(Bahasa Indonesia is the official language, but
many local dialects are spoken, for a total of some
730 languages). 

Daily Warm-Ups: World Cultures

186 Answer Key

diseases. The reference to water buffaloes in
proverb 2 suggests rice cultivation, as water
buffaloes are often used there. Proverbs 2 and 5
tell us that music and dance are part of the
culture; specific instruments include the violin,
flute, and drum. Overall, the proverbs suggest a
subtropical country where fishing and rice
cultivation are important, and music and culture
are valued. 

73. 1. a; 2. c; 3. b; 4. c; 5. c; 6. a; 7. b; 8. d; 9. d
74. Answers will vary. 
75. Angkor Wat
76. 1. batik; 2. gong; 3. cockatoo; 4. bamboo; 

5. compound; 6. sarong; 7. bantam; 8. gecko; 
9. amok

77. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The initiative
in Vietnam shifted from the colonial powers to the
Vietminh and led to the Geneva Conference of
1954, which created the nations of South and
North Vietnam. Fearing that the Communist
government of North Vietnam might spread to
other countries in Southeast Asia, the U.S.

government began to try to influence the
government of South Vietnam. This led
eventually to U.S. involvement in the Vietnam
War.

78. Aung San Suu Kyi 
79. 1. waterbuffalo; 2. myths; 3. Mahabharata; 

4. gamelan orchestra; 5. dalang
80. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Because the

flooding leaves behind a rich deposit of fertile soil,
which is ideal for agriculture, and because the
flooding is a natural way of irrigating the land.
This regular flooding makes the land ideal for
growing rice, the country’s main source of food;
Cambodia produces more than 2 million tons of
rice each year.

81. Answers will vary. Students should refer to the
many separate islands where people live, and the
country’s ethnic diversity (Malay, Papuan,
Chinese, indigenous tribes) and linguistic variety
(Bahasa Indonesia is the official language, but
many local dialects are spoken, for a total of some
730 languages). 

Daily Warm-Ups: World Cultures



187Answer Key

82. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The climate of
Malaysia is sunny, hot, and humid. Stilt houses
were suitable for this environment for several
reasons. The stilts meant that all the house’s
exterior surfaces were exposed to any available
breeze, increasing ventilation. The many windows
and few interior partitions also furthered
ventilation. The deep eaves shaded the walls from
solar radiation and protected the interior from rain
in the rainy season. The low thermal capacity of
the building materials meant that the house did
not retain heat. 

83. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Mopeds are
cheaper than cars; they are fuel-efficient; and
they’re so much smaller than cars that they are 
a good solution in densely populated areas. 

84. 1. b; 2. c; 3. d; 4. e; 5. a; 6. d; 7. e; 8. e; 9. d; 10. a
85. Answers will vary. Sample answer: These proverbs

show a strong connection with the ocean. 
86. Answers will vary. 
87. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Each of these

three sites was one-third of the way around the

globe from the next site. Each would be able to
receive signals from the moon at a different period
of time (with some overlap). This meant that, no
matter what time of day or night the Eagle landed
on the moon, one of the sites would be able to
receive the signal.

88. Ayers Rock (Uluru)
89. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The land area

of the Solomon Islands may be small, but it covers
a wide area and is broken into many islands. The
scattered nature of these islands would make
languages diverge and develop differently. 

90. Answers will vary. Sample answer: They dislike
this term because it was imposed on them during
the process of colonization and because, as a
blanket term, it ignores the differences between
peoples in different parts of Australia. 

91. Answers will vary. The facilities included on the
requirement list for Canberra included: Houses of
Parliament; governor-general’s residence; prime
minister’s residence; departmental offices; courts;
churches; mint; national art gallery and library;
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in the rainy season. The low thermal capacity of
the building materials meant that the house did
not retain heat. 

83. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Mopeds are
cheaper than cars; they are fuel-efficient; and
they’re so much smaller than cars that they are 
a good solution in densely populated areas. 

84. 1. b; 2. c; 3. d; 4. e; 5. a; 6. d; 7. e; 8. e; 9. d; 10. a
85. Answers will vary. Sample answer: These proverbs

show a strong connection with the ocean. 
86. Answers will vary. 
87. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Each of these

three sites was one-third of the way around the

globe from the next site. Each would be able to
receive signals from the moon at a different period
of time (with some overlap). This meant that, no
matter what time of day or night the Eagle landed
on the moon, one of the sites would be able to
receive the signal.

88. Ayers Rock (Uluru)
89. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The land area

of the Solomon Islands may be small, but it covers
a wide area and is broken into many islands. The
scattered nature of these islands would make
languages diverge and develop differently. 

90. Answers will vary. Sample answer: They dislike
this term because it was imposed on them during
the process of colonization and because, as a
blanket term, it ignores the differences between
peoples in different parts of Australia. 

91. Answers will vary. The facilities included on the
requirement list for Canberra included: Houses of
Parliament; governor-general’s residence; prime
minister’s residence; departmental offices; courts;
churches; mint; national art gallery and library;
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state house; printing office; government factories;
university; technical colleges; city hall; post office;
museum; central railway station; railway
marshaling yards; military barracks; criminal and
police courts; jail; hospitals; national theater;
central power station; gasworks; markets; stadium;
parks and gardens 

92. 1. c; 2. e; 3. d; 4. f; 5. a; 6. g; 7. b 
93. Answers will vary. 
94. 1. blood-red air 2. lake hole 3. hole exploding 

4. peak moving 5. peak burning. These are all
volcanoes, part of the Pacific Ring of Fire. 

95. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Australia is
very dry; 70 percent of the country receives less
than 20 inches of rain every year. The Eastern
Highlands receive the most rainfall in the country;
that is why most of Australia’s large cities are
located here. Overall, the inland areas are driest,
with most rainfall in coastal areas. That is why
Australia’s other cities are also near the coast.

96. 1. b; 2. e; 3. e; 4. e; 5. e; 6. c; 7. a; 8. a; 9. a; 10. d
97. 1. d; 2. e; 3. c; 4. b; 5. d; 6. a; 7. b

98. Answers will vary. Sample answer: 1. People who
talk a lot often don’t know very much. 2. Even
when you think you know how to do something, 
it can’t hurt to make sure by asking someone else. 
3. If you work hard, even a seemingly impossible
goal can be achieved. 4. Be careful what you say,
because you never know who may hear you. 
5. The weak are often hurt by the actions of the
strong. 6. No matter how desperate the situation
is, there is always hope. 

99. Answers will vary. Possible answers: no problem is
beyond our ability to address; it’s important to see
the big picture and work for change. 

100. good manners—2, 3, 6; bad manners—1, 4, 5
101. 1. f; 2. b; 3. e; 4. a; 5. d; 6. c
102. 1. Chan; 2. Sensei; 3. San; 4. Kun
103. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Manga are 

a cheap, easy way to amuse yourself. The
combination of words and pictures can bring a
reader into a scene in a way that words alone
cannot. With their interesting angles and many
panels for a single movement, they can convey
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delicate nuances. For complex topics such as
history, being able to “see” what is going on can
help the reader understand things better. 

104. Answers will vary. Sample answer: I’m over the
moon; once in a blue moon; to moon about; to
shoot for the moon; the moon is made of green
cheese.

105. The only items not invented first in China are 
10. photography, 12. refrigerator, 14. sewing
machine, and 15. thermometer. 

106. The Great Wall of China
107. Mount Fuji
108. Answers will vary. Sample answer: My first step

would be to analyze the sounds that make English
unique, and make sure I developed characters for
those sounds. 

109. 1. f; 2. d; 3. b; 4. a; 5. e; 6. c
110. 1. d; 2. e; 3. g; 4. h; 5. c; 6. a; 7. b; 8. f
111. 1. 1953; 2. 1948; 3. 1392; 4. 1910; 5. 1945; 

6. 1292; 7. 2333 B.C.E.; 8. 1950
112. Answers will vary. 
113. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Basho meant

that you can’t really understand things by reading
books about them or by talking to people; you
have to look at the thing itself to understand it.

114. a. Chiang Kai-shek b. Zhou Enlai c. Mao Zedong
d. Sun Yat-sen

115. 1. d; 2. a; 3. b; 4. e; 5. f; 6. c
116. 1. c; 2. e; 3. b; 4. a; 5. f; 6. d
117. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The moon is

seen at a different angle, depending on the
viewer’s location. The same lunar features create
different illusions in different places.

118. Answers will vary. Sample answer: In China, since
cities are so densely populated, increased car
ownership will create huge changes in cities,
including increased congestion, pollution, traffic
jams, parking problems, and more accidents
between cars and bikes. Also, the move from an
active form of transportation (bikes) to a passive
form (cars) will have a negative effect on people’s
health. Globally, an increase in car ownership in
China will lead to increased global pollution and
greenhouse gases. With a population of more than
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a billion, if China were to reach private ownership
levels of even one car for every 10 people (the
current global average, which includes developing
nations), that would be 126 million cars, a huge
increase. It would also mean a huge increase in
per-person consumption of petroleum products.
Currently, the average American consumes 
23 barrels of oil a year; the average Chinese
consumes 2⁄3 of a barrel. Increasing Chinese oil
consumption will mean a huge drain on global
petroleum resources.

119. 1. a; 2. d; 3. b; 4. d; 5. e; 6. f; 7. e; 8. c
120. Answers will vary. Sample answers: 1. Don’t give

advice to someone who knows more about a
subject than you do. 2. If you plan to cause trouble
for someone else, your bad deed will inevitably
have negative consequences for you. 3. People
should focus on their own projects and
occupations, and not give advice about things they
don’t have training in. 4. You shouldn’t spend
more than you can afford. 5. Don’t worry about
unimportant things; don’t exaggerate small

problems.
121. Answers will vary. Sample answer: You may be

weak alone, but with others, you can withstand
even a powerful enemy. 

122. Answers will vary. Problems include the fact that
most adult Azerbaijanis are familiar only with the
Cyrillic alphabet, which was in use for seventy
years. Only a few, much older adults learned the
Latin alphabet between 1928 and 1938. All
printing presses, publishers, newspapers, and
textbooks used Cyrillic. The transition was begun
with Latin-alphabet textbooks for first-graders.
Each year, the textbooks for the next grade level
are printed in the Latin alphabet. Thus, students
in older grades use textbooks printed in Cyrillic,
while those in lower grades use only Latin. In
1992, TV stations began using the Latin alphabet
for written material on their broadcasts, such as
titles. In 1997, newspapers began to print
presidential decrees and parliamentary news in
Latin. More books are being published in Latin,
though Cyrillic is still the primary alphabet of
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publishing. Street signs, advertising, and such
things as labels on canned food are increasingly
being written in the Latin alphabet. 

123. Answers will vary.
124. Answers will vary. Sample answer: If a mosquito

had just had a meal before it was trapped, the
blood could have DNA from the animal the
mosquito dined on. 

125. St. Basil’s Cathedral
126. Count Leo Tolstoy
127. Answers will vary. Many students will realize that

the Internet is today’s version of samizdat, a
samizdat that no government can truly control. 

128. Note: You may want to explain to students that
these words have been transliterated from Cyrillic
script. 1. jazz; 2. jeans; 3. menu; 4. method; 
5. office; 6. officer; 7. parachute; 8. pajamas; 
9. theater; 10. cylinder; 11. jacket; 12. jury

129. 1. d; 2. c; 3. e; 4. b; 5. a
130. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Yeltsin was one

of the architects of the breakup of the Soviet
Union. His attempts to speed the pace of reform
in the U.S.S.R. led to the collapse of the union.

Yeltsin hoped this would bring improvements to
the lives of Russian residents. However, he wasn’t
so concerned with freedom for non-Russian
members of the U.S.S.R.; in December 1994, he
sent Russian troops into the Muslim minority
region of Chechnya to put down a separatist
rebellion. 

131. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Vladimir
Lenin, leader who overthrew the Russian
government to found a Communist state; Joseph
Stalin, Lenin’s ruthless successor; Nikita
Khrushchev, one of Stalin’s top advisors and his
successor; Leonid Brezhnev, president of the
U.S.S.R. who led invasions of Czechoslovakia
(1968) and Afghanistan (1977); Mikhail
Gorbachev, president of the Soviet Union whose
policies of glasnost and perestroika led to the
dismantling of the U.S.S.R.; Boris Yeltsin,
president of Russia after the collapse of the Soviet
Union.

132. Note: You may want to tell students that lubki is
the plural form of the word; lubok is the singular.
Answers will vary. Sample answer: Cartoons
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(especially political cartoons), comic books, and
caricatures all share many of these characteristics:
clear images, bright colors, often including
captions, used to tell stories or make fun of
political figures. 

133. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Uzbekistan was
the crossroads for trade caravan routes between
the Middle East and both China and India. Arab
merchants carried silk from China and spices from
India, then sold them in Europe. Only in the
fifteenth century, when European explorers found
a sea route to China and India, did the importance
of the Silk Route wane. 

134. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Although
Russia had an extensive coastline, all of Russia’s
ports were far from Europe. Most of them were so
far north they could not be used during the winter.
By gaining access to the Baltic Sea, Peter gained
access to European trade, thus furthering his goal
of making Russia a major European power. 

135. Answers will vary. Student answers may include
some of the following: climate modification effect

has been lost—area is now hotter in summer,
colder in winter, drier all year round; soil
salinization; increased erosion; loss of wetlands
around the lake means that the wetlands’
pollution-filtering mechanism has been lost;
shortage of drinking water; loss of water-based
livelihoods, such as fishing; disappearance of other
wildlife that depended on sea for water, food;
reduction of food supply for people in the area.

136. Answers will vary.
137. 1. e; 2. d; 3. f; 4. b; 5. a; 6. c
138. Answers will vary. 
139. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The Greeks

believed that physical exercise and mental
training were connected. Athletic competition
was a way for a hero to demonstrate his virtue and
gain renown for his city-state. Also, many of the
events demonstrated an athlete’s ability as a
warrior. Wrestling, boxing, hurling the javelin,
even running, were all skills required of a warrior
in ancient times.

140. 1. c; 2. b; 3. e; 4. f; 5. d; 6. a

Daily Warm-Ups: World Cultures

192 Answer Key

(especially political cartoons), comic books, and
caricatures all share many of these characteristics:
clear images, bright colors, often including
captions, used to tell stories or make fun of
political figures. 

133. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Uzbekistan was
the crossroads for trade caravan routes between
the Middle East and both China and India. Arab
merchants carried silk from China and spices from
India, then sold them in Europe. Only in the
fifteenth century, when European explorers found
a sea route to China and India, did the importance
of the Silk Route wane. 

134. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Although
Russia had an extensive coastline, all of Russia’s
ports were far from Europe. Most of them were so
far north they could not be used during the winter.
By gaining access to the Baltic Sea, Peter gained
access to European trade, thus furthering his goal
of making Russia a major European power. 

135. Answers will vary. Student answers may include
some of the following: climate modification effect

has been lost—area is now hotter in summer,
colder in winter, drier all year round; soil
salinization; increased erosion; loss of wetlands
around the lake means that the wetlands’
pollution-filtering mechanism has been lost;
shortage of drinking water; loss of water-based
livelihoods, such as fishing; disappearance of other
wildlife that depended on sea for water, food;
reduction of food supply for people in the area.

136. Answers will vary.
137. 1. e; 2. d; 3. f; 4. b; 5. a; 6. c
138. Answers will vary. 
139. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The Greeks

believed that physical exercise and mental
training were connected. Athletic competition
was a way for a hero to demonstrate his virtue and
gain renown for his city-state. Also, many of the
events demonstrated an athlete’s ability as a
warrior. Wrestling, boxing, hurling the javelin,
even running, were all skills required of a warrior
in ancient times.

140. 1. c; 2. b; 3. e; 4. f; 5. d; 6. a

Daily Warm-Ups: World Cultures



193Answer Key

141. The Leaning Tower of Pisa
142. Dutch—cookie, cruise, easel; French—café,

garage, regime; German—delicatessen, hamburger,
kindergarten; Italian—confetti, piano, spaghetti;
Spanish—canyon, guitar, mosquito

143. 1. Achilles’ heel—a person’s one incurable
weakness; Achilles’ tendon—the tendon that
stretches from the heel bone to the calf muscle; 
2. mentor—wise and trustworthy counselor or
teacher; 3. odyssey—long, circuitous approach to
reaching a goal; 4. siren song—something
irresistible but dangerous. 

144. Answer: Bosnia and Herzegovina; Croatia; Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia; Slovenia; Serbia
and Montenegro

145. Margaret Thatcher
146. Gustav Mahler
147. 1. I; 2. N; 3. I; 4. N; 5. I; 6. N; 7. I; 8. I; 9. N; 

10. I; 11. I; 12. I; 13. N; 14. N; 15. I; 16. N
148. Note: The versions of the words given in the box

are simplified pronunciations; they do not show
the way the words are actually written in Gaelic.

The actual words are baile, carraig, dubh, linn, and
mór. However, they are pronounced as given in
the box. 1. c; 2. a; 3. e; 4. f; 5. b; 6. d

149. Answers will vary. Sample answer: London is sited
on a river valley, in a low-lying area. The river
provides moisture for fog, and the low hills around
the valley keep the fog from dispersing. Also,
winds from the east bring pollution from industrial
areas in continental Europe.

150. Answers will vary. 
151. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Advantages

would be not having to change money to go from
one country to another, especially for businesses
doing trade with other countries. Disadvantages
would include something of a loss of national
identity, especially for a country like Greece,
which used the drachma as its currency for so
long. 

152. 1. L; 2. J; 3. L; 4. J; 5. J; 6. L; 7. L; 8. T; 9. T; 10. T;
11. F; 12. T

153. Answers will vary.
154. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The three
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major components of Brazilian culture are the
indigenous peoples of Brazil, Africans, and the
Portuguese. Capoeira comes from a Tupi-Guarani
word. It was created by enslaved Africans in
protest against their treatment by the Portuguese. 

155. Answers will vary. Many students will point out
that Halloween, as celebrated in the United
States, bears some resemblance to the Days of 
the Dead, with skeletons, sweets, and macabre
decorations.

156. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The forests 
are being cut down by people who live in the
forest and need land to grow crops, and—often
illegally—by people who want to harvest the trees
to sell. We could stop illegal lumber harvesting by
setting up a system of certifying wood that does
not come from the rain forest, and refusing to
import wood that isn’t certified. To stop clear-
cutting of the forests for agriculture, we could
support programs to teach people of the rain forest
about sustainable agriculture. 

157. The Galapagos Islands

158. Machu Picchu, Peru
159. Answers will vary, but students should note 

that the geography of the region promoted the
development of distinct languages. The volcanic
mountains of the north and dense rain forest 
of the south tended to keep groups separate from
one another, facilitating separate linguistic
development. 

160. Answers will vary.
161. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Simón

Bolívar—Venezuelan, nicknamed “the Liberator,”
who led many colonies to independence from
Spain, including Venezuela, Colombia, Panama,
Bolivia, and Ecuador; Miguel Hidalgo—a Catholic
priest who led the fight against the Spanish
government in Mexico. In a speech in 1810, he
called on Mexicans to fight for independence and
liberty. Hidalgo was captured and executed.
Mexico declared independence in 1821; Bernardo
O’Higgins—Irish-Chilean landowner who helped
bring about Chilean independence; José de San
Martín—Argentinean who helped Chile and Peru
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to independence; François Toussaint-Louverture—
former slave who led a revolution in Haiti.
Captured by French officers, he was imprisoned in
France, where he died in 1803. In 1804 the rebels
defeated the French army, and Haiti proclaimed its
independence. 

162. Answers will vary. 
163. Fidel Castro
164. Answers will vary. 
165. Answers will vary. Sample answer: Amazon Basin

rain forest—heavy rains encourage dense
vegetation, remarkable biological diversity; heat,
rain, and insects make the area hard to live in,
and the thin soil makes agriculture difficult. La
Pampas—fertile plain with plentiful rainfall, used
for farming, raising livestock.

166. Answers will vary. Sample answer: The Yanomamo
have learned a lot from Western culture, but they
don’t think people in the West have learned
anything from them, even though there were
things in their culture that could have benefited
other people. 

167. Answers will vary. Sample answer: honesty,
punctuality, industry, education, courtesy.

168. Answers will vary. 
169. 1. b; 2. c; 3. a
170. The Grand Canyon
171. L’Anse aux Meadows, Newfoundland 
172. 1. cyborg (cybernetic + organism); 2. sitcom

(situation + comedy); 3. brunch (breakfast +
lunch); 4. guesstimate (guess + estimate); 5. motel
(motor + hotel); 6. stagflation (stagnation +
inflation)

173. a. 1; b. 7; c. 9; d. 8; e. 11; f. 2; g. 10; h. 3; i. 5; j. 4;
k. 6; l. 9

174. 1. John Adams; 2. Samuel Adams; 3. Benjamin
Franklin; 4. John Hancock; 5. Patrick Henry; 
6. Thomas Jefferson; 7. James Otis; 8. Thomas
Paine; 9. Paul Revere; 10. George Washington

175. 1. L; 2. A; 3. L; 4. A; 5. S; 6. L; 7. M; 8. L; 9. S;
10. M; 11. M; 12. S; 13. S; 14. A; 15. A ; 16. M

176. 1. trumpet; 2. cornet; 3.tenor sax; 4. trumpet; 
5. piano; 6. voice; 7. trumpet; 8. voice

177. Answers will vary. Some major national parks and
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monuments: Parks: Acadia, Maine; Badlands,
South Dakota; Death Valley, California and
Nevada; Denali, Arkansas; Everglades, Florida;
Glacier Bay, Alaska; Grand Canyon, Arizona;
Grand Teton, Wyoming; Great Smoky Mountains,
North Carolina and Tennessee; Haleakala,
Hawaii; Hot Springs, Arkansas; Mesa Verde,
Colorado; Mount Rainier, Washington; Sequoia,
California; Yellowstone, Wyoming, Montana, and
Idaho; Yosemite, California; Zion, Utah;
Monuments: Canyon de Chelly, Arizona; Carlsbad
Caverns, New Mexico; Chaco Canyon, New
Mexico; Mount Rushmore, South Dakota

178. Answers will vary. 
179. The car. Wartime restrictions during WWII left

many Americans with extra money—money 
they had been unable to use while goods were
unavailable. Mass production made cars more
available, and many Americans soon found that
cars narrowed the gap between urban and rural
life. The development of a national interstate
highway system in the 1950s and 1960s increased

mobility and encouraged businesses to move
outward to sites where land is cheaper and access
by car and truck is easier than in cities. 

180. Answers will vary. Student answers should include
such concepts as “I feel . . . [sore, well, in pain],” 
“I want [a tissue, a blanket, to use the telephone],”
“I cannot [breathe, walk, move my arms],” “I feel
faint,” and so forth.
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