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STW 'ng Aclivifies

These activities are designed to help develop students’ higher-level thinking skills as well as to

increase students’ understanding of the United States Constitution.
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Consfificfional Widllos

Many people played important roles in the development of the United States Constitution.
Select one of them and create clues to his or her identity. Be sure to make your first clue
general and the following clues more specific. Try your luck with the example below.

1. Grew up on a farm

2. Married a widow with two children

3. Worked as a surveyor

4. Foughtin the French and Indian Wars

5. Was Commander of the Colonial army
How many clues did you need to solve the riddle?
Now create a riddle of your own in the space below.
Clues:

1.

2.

3.

I am

In the second part of this activity, you must personify one of the amendments, giving clues
regarding its origins, its development, and its applications to everyday life in the United States.
Your classmates will then try to determine the specific amendment using the information
given in your clues. Use the form below to organize your clues.

My early supporters include:

I guarantee that:

Some ways I work in our everyday lives may include:

I am amendment number
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Create an imaginary dialogue that might have taken place between two characters from the
constitutional period. You may choose two noted leaders or two ordinary citizens. Research an
important issue to help you obtain facts for your conversation. Will your dialogue be friendly,
or will it contain a lively debate?
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Conafifidional Categories Game

In this activity, you are to fill in the grid with words that begin with the letters on the left.
These words must fit into the categories listed above the grid. You may put more than one
word in each box. Compare your completed grid with those of your classmates. Score two
points for words that no one else recorded; all other answers earn one point each.

Vocabulary People Places/Events

A
M
E
N
D

Score Name
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Conslificional Fact or @fm

Test your ability to distinguish fact from opinion. Remember, a fact is a statement that is based
upon positive knowledge; it can be objectively proved. An opinion is a belief or conclusion
held without positive knowledge or proof.

Write F (fact) or O (opinion) for each statement.
1. The first ten amendments are called the Bill of Rights.
2. The judicial branch of the government has the most power.
3. George Washington was a brilliant leader.
4. The U.S. federal government has three branches.
5. Benjamin Franklin was the oldest delegate.
6. Representatives from twelve states attended the Constitutional Convention.
7. The federal government is too powerful.
8. James Madison is called the father of the Constitution.
9. James Madison deserves the nickname father of the Constitution.
10. Delaware was the first state to ratify the Constitution.
11. The Constitution was signed on September 17, 1787.
12. The Bill of Rights is the most important part of the Constitution.
13. The opening statement of the Constitution is called the Preamble.

14. The Twenty-second Amendment limits the number of terms for president.
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C)/V/-/t'é a leffer

You are an assistant, clerk, or delegate away from home to attend the Constitutional
Convention during the summer of 1787. Write a letter to a friend or family member back

home. In your letter describe the conditions, foods, habits, events, and people you have
encountered at the convention.

Juby 24, 71787
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irnfmymfv'% the Conafificfion

For this activity you are given some excerpts from the Constitution. What do you think the
framers of the Constitution meant by these statements? Read the italicized phrases and rewrite
them in your own words. Use your dictionary to help you!

I. We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice,
insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare,
and secure the blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

II. Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.

III. The executive power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America. He shall hold his
office during the term of four years, together with the Vice-President, chosen for the same
term.

IV. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punish-
ments inflicted.

V. No state shall without consent of Congress, lay any imposts or duties on imports or exports,
except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; and the net
produce of all exports, shall be for the use of the Treasury of the United States.
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INTERPRETING THE CONSTITUTION

VI. The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes from whatever source derived,
without apportionment among the several states and without regard to any census or enumer-

ation.

VII. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable
searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue but upon probable
cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be
searched and the person or things to be seized.
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Vidlting the Conafifictian & Work

Read the following situations and decide which branch of the federal government would
handle the problem. Put E (executive), L (legislative) or J (judicial) on the line according to
the governmental branch you have chosen.

1. The secretary of state has resigned due to ill health. Which branch will replace him or her?

2. The federal highway system is in need of repair and expansion. Which branch of the
government will see to it that the money is available to accomplish this?

3. Opponents of a state law believe the law to be contrary to the United States Constitution.
To which branch will they appeal?

4. A trade agreement is needed between the United States and a foreign nation. Which
branch of the federal government will handle the situation?

5. New York and New Jersey are in dispute over a parcel of land. Which branch will handle
the dispute?

New York

New Jersey
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All societies and groups govern themselves with certain rules to guide behavior and to protect
their rights. Which rules of your school, home, and government protect your rights? (You may
wish to check your student handbook.) List the rules that guide and protect you.

AT HOME

Example: Each member of the family agrees to limit telephone calls and to give each other
privacy during those calls.

1.

IN SCHOOL

Example: Running in the halls is prohibited.
1.

OUR GOVERNMENT

Example: The federal government tests new food and drug products before they can be
offered to the public.

1.
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Create an Amendment

Amendments to the United States Constitution are made by the approval of two-thirds of the
members of Congress. Amendments are made to update the Constitution to today’s society.

What amendments would you like to see added to the United States Constitution? Remember,
this will affect all Americans!
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SLeot's Vebate!

The Constitutional Convention was filled with debates and compromises. Listed on this page
are some of the issues that were discussed and decided upon at the meeting. Select one or
two issues to debate. Divide your group into two teams, each representing a different side of
the issue. Carefully research the issues and use concrete facts to build up your argument. List
some facts under each question to help you to prepare for the debate. Try to anticipate the
other side of the argument.

1. Should we have a single leader or a group of leaders for our government? One group
should represent the idea of having one president and the other the idea of having a body
of equal leaders.

2. Should each state have one vote or should each state be represented according to its
population? One group should represent the larger states and the other the smaller states.

3. Should we have a strong central government to make all the decisions? One group should
represent the small farmers and the other the large landowners and big businesses.

How did the Constitutional Convention settle each of these issues?
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Issue:

Benjamin Franklin drew the political cartoon
pictured at the left to illustrate the need for the
colonies to unite. With this activity, you too will
be a political cartoonist! Select one of the main
issues of the Constitutional Convention and
create a political cartoon that will reveal your
feelings about the issue. You may make your
cartoon humorous by exaggerating details or by
using satire.

Section IV: Critical and Creative Thinking Activities
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Why is the Bill of Rights important to you as a citizen? List the ways your life might be different
without the first ten amendments to the Constitution.

Draw a picture to illustrate one of the ways your life would be different.
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Imagine that you could travel back in time and attend the Constitutional Convention. Which

people would you want to meet? What questions would you ask them?

People

Questions

At 1
TN

Section IV: Critical and Creative Thinking Activities
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The system of checks and balances keeps any one branch from becoming too powerful.

Complete the chart to show how the system works.

The branch checks on this branch in this way . . .
Congress President
Congress Supreme Court
Congress President
Congress Supreme Court
President Supreme Court
President Congress
Supreme Court President
Supreme Court Congress

We the People
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Conafiticional Time Line

The following events were involved with the development of the United States Constitution.
Put these events in order by numbering them from one to ten.

A. _____ Annapolis Convention

B. ___ Adoption of the Articles of Confederation

C. ___ Battle of Trenton

D. ___ FElection of a president of the Constitutional Convention
E. __ Declaration of Independence

F. ___ Ratification of the Constitution by nine states

G. _____ First Continental Congress

H. ___ Connecticut Compromise

I. _ Constitutional Convention called

J. _____ Signing of the Constitution
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

. Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States Constitution.
. Memorize and recite the Preamble to the Constitution.
. Paraphrase the Preamble to the Constitution in your own words.

. Choose one of the original thirteen states. Find out if there were any unusual circum-

. Write a clear summary of the work done at the Constitutional Convention.
. Find out when your present state constitution was written.
. Analyze why the United States Constitution has weathered the test of time.

. Take the viewpoint of an Anti-Federalist. Prepare your opening and closing remarks for a

. Make a poster describing the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation.

stances under which that state ratified the Constitution.

debate.

Design a monument to honor the delegate you feel made the greatest contribution to the
Constitutional Convention.

Read Article I: Section 7 of the Constitution and diagram how a bill becomes a law.

Read Article I: Section 8 of the Constitution and chart the eighteen powers delegated to
Congress.

Read Article I: Section 9 of the Constitution and explain how the denial of these powers to
the federal government protects the liberties of individuals.

Create a bulletin board display about the Bill of Rights.

Analyze how each of the first ten amendments affects your life. Which affects you most
directly? Which affects you the least?

We the People
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SECTION V

Constitutional Convention Rules of Procedure
1. A member rising to speak must always address the president of the convention.

2. When a member is making a speech, other delegates are not to speak to each other or
read books, pamphlets, or newspapers

3. No member is to speak more than twice on the same question unless given special
permission by the membership.

4. Any matter that is brought up on the floor of the convention may be brought up again
and reconsidered.

5. Yea and nay votes do not have to be recorded because delegates are permitted to change
their minds on an issue.

6. All proceedings of the Constitutional Convention are to remain secret until adjournment
of the convention.

7. Representatives from seven states must be present for any vote. (quorum)

8. State roll call for voting starts with New Hampshire and proceeds with a southerly
direction to Georgia.

These are the rules that were established at the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in
1787. Use them to guide you during your mock convention.
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%W% a Convenfion Presidont

George Washington was unanimously chosen to be president of the Constitutional
Convention. Use your research skills to investigate Washington’s background and discover the
leadership and personal qualities that inspired the trust and respect of the delegates. List as
many factors as you can. An example is given.

1. George Washington gained leadership experience when he served as a commander in
chief of the colonial army.

Choose a student to play the role of George Washington at the mock convention. You might
want to hold an election to decide.

We the People 82 Section V: Mock Convention



Qelect a C’UJ%@(E

What are the qualities that would enable a person to be a good delegate to represent a group

at a meeting, conference, or convention? List as many qualities as you can.

Everyone in the class will choose or be assigned a different delegate to represent. Be sure the
most important delegates from all twelve states are represented.

The framers of the Constitution were all dedicated, intelligent, and politically wise. Many
were multitalented and served in a variety of professions. The Profiles Section of this book will
help you make your decision. Use this page to gather facts about your delegate’s personality,
background, achievements, and political stand. The more outside research you do, the better
prepared you will be for the mock convention!

Delegate:

State:

Facts About the Delegate:

Section V: Mock Convention
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&“’efﬁ Know gyam Nte

As a delegate to the Constitutional Convention, you will have to be knowledgeable about many
aspects of the state you represent. This will help you to have a better understanding of the
state’s point of view on the main issues of the Convention. Use this page to help you research
and organize information about your state.

State:

State’s Population in 1787 Compared to Other States:

State’s Land Area in 1787 Compared to Other States:

Main Industries:

Transportation and Exchange of Goods:

Attitude toward Slavery:

State Politics:

Historical Facts:

Loyalty to England:

Other Pertinent Information:
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Below are listed one side of each of several issues that faced the delegates of the Constitutional
Convention. After you have read each, decide how you, as the delegate you have chosen,
would have reacted. Would you have been for or against each of these issues?

1. Each state should have the same number of representatives without regard to the
population of the state.

2. The national government and its laws should have power and control over the
individual states.

3. The executive office (president) should receive a salary.

4. Only landowners and the wealthy should be able to vote for members of the United States
House of Representatives (Congress).

As delegate of the state
of

Iwould be . ..

(in favor of/against) No. 1 for the following reasons:

(in favor of/against) No. 2 for the following reasons:

(in favor of/against) No. 3 for the following reasons:

(in favor of/against) No. 4 for the following reasons:
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The following items should be considered options you may wish to incorporate into the

presentation of a reenactment of the Constitutional Convention. Each of these ideas may be

limited or enhanced depending upon the depth of involvement you wish to pursue and the
age and interest levels of your students.

Classroom

1.

. If possible, arrange the students’ desks in semicircular rows with the teacher desk

With magic markers or poster paint, prepare a mural on craft paper to serve as
background and to add atmosphere to the classroom.

Student desks may be covered in dark green paper or fabric (such as dyed sheets) to
resemble the baize-covered desks at which the delegates worked.

(superior size) facing the student desks front and center.

Each student desk may have a nameplate identifying it by state and delegate name. Group
delegates from each state together.

Students may wish to create “ink pots” from aerosol spray caps or similar containers. If
filled with pebbles, these will hold a pen upright.

Quill pens may be simulated in several ways.
a. Attach real feathers to pens or pencils with glue or tape.
b. Use the pattern provided in this section.

c. Parent volunteers may assist in the manufacture of quill pens from feathers found
locally.

d. Some students may have facsimile quill pens from visits to historical gift shops.

We the People
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CLASSROOM AND STUDENT PREPARATION

Students
Students may wish to dress for the occasion.
1. Roll pant legs to knee length and wear knee-high socks.
2. Almost any shoe will look more authentic than athletic shoes.
3. Neck frills can be made by ruffling scraps of cloth or white crepe paper.

4. Tri-corn hats can be made of construction paper or oak tag.

General

Don’t forget to give yourself and your students some well-deserved publicity.
1. Write a newsletter to parents.
2. Invite parents, other teachers, administrators, and other classes to the reenactment.

3. If space is a problem, limit your invited guest list to superintendent, principal, board
members, or parents.

4. Arrange for a photographer to cover the event. Perhaps a parent volunteer will take
photos or record the event.

5. Contact local daily and weekly newspapers. Send news releases in the time frame they
suggest. Local papers frequently accept written articles for publication.

6. Contact local radio and television stations, both cable and commercial. You never know
when they may have time to televise a spot report like this event.

7. Make a presentation of your photos or videos at a P.T.A., board of education, mothers
club, fathers club, Jaycees, or other such meeting. Be sure to involve the students in the
preparation and the presentation.

8. HAVE FUN!
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As a delegate to the Constitutional Convention, most of your time is taken up by the
demanding work of the meeting; however, in a diary entry you have the opportunity to
describe the conditions of life that existed in Philadelphia during the summer of 1787.
Include information about your lodgings, the type of clothing and wig that you wore, and

the kind of food you ate and where you ate it. Describe the weather conditions and the
activities of the city. You will need to research the information in order to present an accurate
word picture.
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Trace the pattern
onto heavy card
stock. Cut it out.

Cut out the two small
circles. Insert a pen
or pencil.

Section V: Mock Convention
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10.

11.
12.

Conatitidional Quez

Fill in the blanks.

. The first ten amendments are known as

is known as the father of the Constitution.

Many Americans feared a strong central government because

was a weakness of the Articles of Confederation.

was another weakness of the Articles of Confederation.

“We the People” begins the

The

to the Constitution.

representation in Congress.

The system of checks and balances is important because

The

the governing of new western lands.

Constitutional Convention.

The first state to ratify the Constitution was

The series of newspaper articles, written by Hamilton, Madison, and Jay in defense of the

Compromise, or Great Compromise, decided state

passed under the Articles of Confederation, provided for

was the only state not to send delegates to the

Constitution and urging ratification are called The

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Match each delegate with the appropriate description.

Signed the Declaration of
Independence, Articles of
Confederation, and Constitution

Virginian who refused to sign the
Constitution

Absent from the convention; U.S.
minister to France

Recorded happenings at the
convention; became fourth president

Eldest delegate at the Constitutional
Convention

President of the convention; Virginia
delegate

New York delegate; became first
secretary of the Treasury

Draft of the Constitution is in his
handwriting

Papers.

A. Benjamin Franklin

B. George Washington

C. James Madison

D. Alexander Hamilton

E. Gouverneur Morris

F. Thomas Jefferson

G. George Mason

H. Roger Sherman

We the People

90

Section V: Mock Convention
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Fifty-five delegates attended the Constitutional Convention. Thirty-nine delegates were present

and signed the Constitution. Three delegates were present but did not sign the document;

they were Elbridge Gerry, George Mason, and Edmund Randolph. The other thirteen were

not present at the time of signing.

CONNECTICUT (January 9, 1788)
Oliver Ellsworth*

William Johnson

Roger Sherman

DELAWARE (December 7, 1787)
Richard Bassett

Gunning Bedford Jr.

Jacob Broom

John Dickinson

George Read

GEORGIA (January 2, 1788)
Abraham Baldwin

William Few

William Houstoun*

William Pierce*

MARYLAND (April 16, 1788)
Daniel Carroll

Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer
Luther Martin*

James McHenry

John Mercer*

MASSACHUSETTS (February 6, 1788)
Elbridge Gerry*

Nathaniel Gorham

Rufus King

Caleb Strong*

NEW HAMPSHIRE (June 21, 1788)
Nicholas Gilman
John Langdon

NEW JERSEY (December 18, 1787)
David Brearley

Jonathan Dayton

William C. Houston*

William Livingston

William Paterson

NEW YORK (June 26, 1788)
Alexander Hamilton

John Lansing*

Robert Yates™®

NORTH CAROLINA (November 21, 1789)
William Blount

William Davie*

Alexander Martin*

Richard Dobbs Spaight

Hugh Williamson

PENNSYLVANIA (December 12, 1787)
George Clymer

Thomas Fitzimons

Benjamin Franklin

Jared Ingersoll

Thomas Mifflin

Gouverneur Morris

Robert Morris

James Wilson

SOUTH CAROLINA (May 23, 1788)
Pierce Butler

Charles Cotesworth Pinckney
Charles Pinckney I11

John Rutledge

VIRGINIA (June 25, 1788)
John Blair

James Madison

George Mason*

James McClurg*

Edmund Randolph*
George Washington
George Wythe*

Rhode Island ratified the Constitution on
May 29, 1790.

*Delegates who did not sign the document

Section V: Mock Convention
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Grades 3-6
Baxter, Roberta. The Bill of Rights. Chicago: Heinemann Publishing, 2013.

Freedman, Russell. In Defense of Liberty: The Story of America’s Bill of Rights. New York: Holiday
House, 2003.

Horn, Geoffrey M. The Constitution. Pleasantville, NY: Gareth Stevens, 2003.
Hossell, Karen Price. The United States Constitution. Chicago: Heinemann, 2004.

Kozak, Ellen M. The Everything U.S. Constitution Book: An Easy-to-Understand Explanation of the
Foundation of American Government. Avon, MA: Adams Media, 2011.

Maestro, Betsy. A More Perfect Union: The Story of Our Constitution. New York: HarperCollins, 2008.
Sonneborn, Liz. The United States Constitution. Chicago: Heinemann, 2013.

Taylor-Butler, Christine. The Constitution of the United States. New York: Children’s Press 2008.
Thomas, William David. What Is a Constitution? Pleasantville, NY: Gareth Stevens, 2008.

Grades 4-8 and Adults

Carson, Ben. A More Perfect Union: What We the People Can Do to Reclaim Our Constitutional Liberties.
New York: Penguin 2015.

Cheney, Lynne. We the People: The Story of Our Constitution. Reprint. New York: Simon and
Schuster, 2012.
Feinberg, Barbara S. The Dictionary of the U.S. Constitution. New York: Franklin Watts, 1999.

Furi-Perry, Ursula. Constitutional Law for Kids: Discovering the Rights and Privileges Granted by the
U.S. Constitution. Chicago: American Bar Association, 2011.

Stein, Conrad D. The National Archives. Danbury, CT: Franklin Watts, 2002.

Films, Websites, and Other

Center for Civic Education (civiced.org/resources/curriculum/constitution-day-and-citizen-
ship-day): Constitution Day lesson plans by grade

Congress for Kids (www.congressforkids.net/Constitution_index.htm)

Hillsdale College (Ip.hillsdale.edu/free-pocket-constitution): free copies of the Constitution

Library of Congress (loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/constitution):
“The Constitution” primary source set and teacher’s guide

Library of Congress (loc.gov/exhibits/creating-the-united-states): “Creating the United States”
exhibition

Library of Congress (loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets): “Primary
Source Sets,” prebuilt sets of primary source documents

National Archives (archives.gov/exhibits/charters): America’s Found Documents

The National Constitution Center (constitutioncenter.org): films, artifacts, and, texts

National Education Association (nea.org/tools/lessons/constitution-day-grades-k-5.html; nea.
org/tools/lessons/constitution-day-grades-6-8.html): Constitution Day lesson plans

PBS Learning Media (pbslm.lunchbox.pbs.org/student-experience): student portal and
productivity tools

PBS Learning Media (pbslearningmedia.org/collection/teaching-the-constitution): “Teaching
the Constitution”

Publisher’s note: At the time of publication, websites were reliable and suitable for children.
However, website content may change frequently. No guarantee is made about the content
listed above; children should always be closely supervised when using the Internet.
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