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1984

To The Teacher

In order to allow the teacher maximum flexibility in his or her
approach, we have grouped the prompts by sections. The teacher
may, therefore, assign specific prompts or allow the students to
select one or more prompts from each section

For 1984, we also have these materials:
Teaching Unit
Book
Audio
Video

See our catalogue, visit our web site at www.prestwickhouse.com,
or call 1-800-932-4593 for more information.
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Response Journal

To The Student

Although we may read a novel, play, or work of non-fiction for enjoyment,
each time we read one, we are building and practicing important basic reading
skills. In our ever-more complex society, in which reading has become more and
more crucial for success, this, in itself, is an important reason to spend time
reading for enjoyment.

Some readers, however, are able to go beyond basic reading techniques and
are able to practice higher thinking skills by reflecting on what they have read
and how what they read affects them. It is this act of reflection—that is, stopping
to think about what you are reading—that this journal is attempting to
encourage.

To aid you, we have included writing prompts for each section; however, if
you find something that you wish to respond to in the book more compelling
than our prompts, you should write about that. We hope you enjoy reading this
book and that the act of responding to what you have read increases this
enjoyment.

After you read the indicated sections, choose the questions to which you
will respond. Keep in mind that there are no right or wrong answers to these
prompts, and there is no one direction in which you must go.

3 © Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.
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1984

BOOK ONE

Chapter |

Note: Written in 1949, this novel is Orwell’s vision of the future. Before
reading 1984, it is important for students to understand the political
atmosphere of the time. World War II had just ended. The true horrors of the
holocaust and Hitler's Germany had just been revealed to the world. Although
Orwell believed in socialized medicine and other community help programs, he
was concerned that Communist and Fascist ideas may invade England. 1984
points out the evils of absolute government and totalitarianism.

As students read this novel, they may want to reflect on the extent to which
Orwell accurately predicts life in the future.

1. The telescreen in Winston’s apartment can be dimmed but never com-
pletely turned off. In addition, “the telescreen received and transmitted
simultaneously.” Everything Winston says or does can be viewed by the
Thought Police. Winston is never sure that he is being watched, but he
knows that it is always a possibility.

To what extent has Orwell’s vision of the telescreen, which invades the

privacy of Winston’s home, become a reality in our modern homes?

2. The sentence, “BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU,” has become a part
of our modern language. What does it mean to you? Explain a situation
in which you used those words in a conversation with a friend.

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc. 6



Response Journal

3. The three Party slogans on the side of the building are paradoxes.
“WAR IS PEACE
FREEDOM IS SLAVERY
IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH”

A paradox is a statement that on the surface seems to be self-contradic-
tory but in another sense may be true. Write a dialogue between your-
self and another student discussing in what sense each of these state-
ments may be true. A dialogue for the slogan WAR IS PEACE might
begin as follows.

Friend: Peace means not to fight, so how can war be peace?

You: Maybe making war on another country helps to bring the
people together.

4. The ministry names, The Ministry of Truth, The Ministry of Peace, The
Ministry of Love, and The Ministry of Plenty, are ironic. For example,
The Ministry of Peace concerns itself with war. It is interesting to watch
for examples of irony and humor in this story and to recognize that these
literary devices are part of Orwell’s writing style.

In the following excerpt, Orwell describes the Ministry of Love. The
description is ironic and darkly humorous. Using this description as an
example, write a similar description of your classroom ironically titled
“The Room of Learning.”

“The Ministry of Love was the really frightening one. There were no
windows in it at all. Winston had never been inside the Ministry of Love, nor
within half a kilometer of it. It was a place impossible to enter except on offi-
cial business, and then only be penetrating through a maze of barbed-wire
entanglements, steel doors, and hidden machine-gun nests. Even the streets
leading up to its outer barriers were roamed by gorilla-faced guards in black
uniforms, armed with jointed truncheons.”

7 © Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.



1984

5. Winston knows that “if detected it was reasonably certain that it [own-
ing the diary] would be punished by death, or at least by twenty-five
years in a forced-labor camp.” Knowing the danger, he purchases the
diary because he “had been stricken immediately by an overwhelming
desire to possess it.”

Write about a time that you may have done something impulsively that
you knew to be dangerous.

6. Winston writes in the diary about the films he saw the night before. At
the films, the audience applauds at the sight of a child’s dismembered
arm going up into the air. Some critics believe the audience and
Winston have been conditioned to accept this kind of violence from
constant exposure to violent images. Do you think today’s movies have
desensitized their audience, so they accept and expect to see brutal
violence? Write about a movie you have seen or read about to support
your answer.

7. While preparing for the Two Minutes Hate, Winston notices a young
woman. He “disliked her from the very first moment of seeing her.” His
opinion of the girl is based totally on her appearance and his perception
of what her appearance says about her character.

By the way O’Brien adjusts his glasses and looks, Winston concludes
that O'Brien is an intelligent man with whom he would enjoy talking.
Have you even felt this way about someone you have never met, but seen
in passing? Write a letter to Winston warning him of the dangers of
judging someone’s character based on his or her appearance. Use
experiences from your life to illustrate your points.

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc. 8



Response Journal

8. The Two Minutes Hate is a way for the government to focus the hostility
and hate of the people onto one person. The people become unified
and, instead of dwelling on their own lives and problems, come together
to hate “Emmanuel Goldstein, the Enemy of the People.”

There are many ways for people to come together and unite in their
feelings. This can happen at an important sporting event, a rock
concert, a political rally, etc. Write about an experience you have had,
read about, or know about when a group unites or pulls together
because of a shared emotion.

0. After the Two Minutes Hate, the face of Big Brother appears on the
screen to break the spell of hate. The entire group of people, who a few
seconds earlier were engaged in feelings of hate, chants “B-B!...B-B!”
over and over. Orwell describes the chant in the following excerpt.

“It was a refrain that was often heard in moments of overwhelming
emotion. Partly it was a sort of hymn to the wisdom and majesty of

Big Brother, but still more it was an act of self-hypnosis, a deliberate
drowning of consciousness by means of rhythmic noise.”

Write about a time you may have experienced a kind of self-hypnosis
similar to that described in the novel. (Hint: Consider how you feel at
a revival meeting, listening to loud music, chanting cheers at a football
game, etc.)

10.  People accused of Thoughtcrime disappear. “Your name was removed
from the registers, every record of everything you had ever done was
wiped out, your one-time existence was denied and then forgotten.”

In what sense is the punishment for Thoughtcrime worse than death?
Why do you think Winston is willing to risk nonexistence?

9 © Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.
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Chapter Il

11. Winston does not like children. He comments that,

“It was almost normal for people over thirty to be frightened of their
own children. And with good reason, for hardly a week passed in
which the Times did not carry a paragraph describing how some
eavesdropping little sneak — “child hero” was the phrase generally
used — had overheard some compromising remark and denounced his
parents to the Thought Police.”

Do you think anything like this can or does happen today? Why or why
not? (Hint: Consider the cases of children who are forced to testify
against their parents in child custody or child abuse cases.)

12.  Winston hears an announcement on the telescreen proclaiming a great
military victory and immediately knows that bad news is coming. The
propaganda about the “glorious victory” does not fool Winston.

Think about the television news programs constantly broadcast nation-
wide. Do you believe that the news is sometimes presented in such a
way as to sway or influence your opinion? Discuss your impressions of
the television news. In your opinion, is the news reliable and impartial?

13.  As a greeting to anyone who might read his diary, Winston writes,
“To the future or to the past, to a time when thought is free,
when men are different from one another and do not live alone — to
a time when truth exists and what is done cannot be undone:
From the age of uniformity, from the age of solitude, from
the age of Big Brother, from the age of double think — greetings!”

Rewrite this greeting as if you are writing a diary that will be read five
hundred years in the future. Consider the following as you write.
Winston sees the future as a time when “men are different from one
another and do not live alone.” How do you envision the future?
Winston refers to his time as the age of uniformity, solitude, Big Brother,
and double think. How would you characterize the age you are living
in?

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc. 10
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15.

16.

17.

Response Journal

Winston conceals his diary in a drawer. He takes a grain of dust and
places it on the diary, so he will know if someone has opened the book.
Describe the measures you might take to protect your diary.

Chapter Il

Winston has a dream about his childhood. He has trouble remembering
exactly what happened to his mother. He writes,

“When there were no external records that you could refer to, even
the outline of your own life lost its sharpness. You remembered huge
events which had quite probably not happened, you remembered the
details of incidents without being able to recapture their atmosphere,
and there were long blank periods to which you could assign noth-
ing.

Write about a childhood memory. How accurate is the memory? If you
wanted to verify the details of the memory, how would accomplish it?

In Oldspeak, Ingsoc is “English Socialism.” What do you think the
following names might be in Newspeak? Can you think of any other
modern-day terms which would most likely be changed if we decided to
use Newspeak?

The United States of America

The name of your school

The New York Times

The President of the United States

At the end of Chapter III, the instructor on the telescreen calls out
Winston’s name and admonishes him publicly for not trying to touch his
toes. Have you ever experienced this kind of public censure? If so, how
did it make you feel?

Winston responds by touching his toes for the first time in many years.
Why do you think he reacts in this way?

11 © Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.



18.

19.

20.

21.

1984

Chapter 1V

Winston receives four messages assigning him jobs. He puts the fourth
of these messages aside, saving it for last, because the job is intricate and
complex. The reader can infer that Winston is saving the best for last
because he enjoys a challenge.

Write an entry for Winston’s diary describing the fourth job and why he
enjoys it.

Using the example in this chapter, rewrite question 18 in Newspeak.
Based on your experience completing this exercise, note the advantages
and disadvantages of this new language.

Winston creates Comrade Ogilvy as part of his fourth assignment. “It
struck him as curious that you could create dead men but not living
ones. Comrade Ogilvy, who had never existed in the present, now
existed in the past....”

If you could re-write your own history, what kind of biography would
you write for yourself?

Chapter V

Syme is described as Winston’s comrade, not his friend. Why do you
suppose that is? Describe what you imagine your life would be like if
you had only comrades, and no friends.

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc. 12
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22.  Syme tells Winston that “Newspeak is Ingsoc and Ingsoc is Newspeak.”
Complete the following dialogue between yourself and a friend. In the
dialogue, explain to your friend, who does not understand, why Syme
believes the above statement to be true.

Friend: [ understand why Syme says that Newspeak is Ingsoc. Ingsoc
is Newspeak for English Socialism. The goal of a socialist
society is for everyone in the community to share equally in
the products and work. By reducing the number of
words—making the language smaller—the language can be
spoken and understood equally by all people. But I don't
understand how Ingsoc is Newspeak.

You: Ingsoc is Newspeak because. ..

23.  In the following excerpt, Winston reflects on the contrast between the
way people really look and the Party ideal.

“How easy it was, thought Winston, if you did not look about you, to
believe that the physical type set up by the Party as an ideal — tall
muscular youths and deep-bosomed maidens, blond-haired, vital,
sunburnt, carefree — existed and even predominated. Actually, so far
as he could judge, the majority of people in Airstrip One were small,
dark, and ill-favored. It was curious how that beetlelike type prolif-
erated in the Ministries: little dumpy men, growing stout very early
in life, with short legs, swift scuttling movements, and fat inscrutable
faces with very small eyes. It was the type that seemed to flourish
best under the domination of the Party.”

Compare the way the students in your school look, act, and dress with
the way the actors and actresses who represent Hollywood’s idealized
image of how teenagers look, act, and dress. How important is it for a
student in your school to conform to the media’s image of an ideal
teenager? What happens to students who cannot or will not conform to
this image?

13 © Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.
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24.  Winston is nervous when he notices the girl with dark hair watching
him. He is worried that she may have seen him while he was reflecting
on the people in the room. Wearing an improper expression on one’s
face is called facecrime and is a punishable offense.

Winston must keep his face totally expressionless at all times. Conduct
an experiment with your friends. For one hour, spend time with them
keeping your face expressionless. Do not reveal anything about your-
self, how you are feeling, or what you are thinking. Write a diary entry
describing the experience. What conclusions can you make about the
quality of Winston’s life based on your experience?

Chapter VI

25.  Winston records his experience with the older prostitute in his diary as
a form of therapy.
“He [Winston] pressed his finders against his eyelids again. He had
written it down at last, but it made no difference. The therapy had

not worked. The urge to shout filthy words at the top of his voice
was a strong as ever.”

He writes about this painful experience in an effort to block out a
memory that torments him. Have you ever tried to block out a painful
memory or experience? Write a short letter to Winston offering him
advice on how to conquer a difficult or painful memory.

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc. 14
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Chapter VII

26.  Write a dialogue between Winston and a prole discussing the following
statement.

“Until they become conscious they will never rebel, and until after they
have rebelled they cannot become conscious.”

In the dialogue answer the following questions.
Why is this statement a paradox?
What must the proles become “conscious” of?

Winston: You must wake up to save our nation.

Prole: Wake up?...

27.  Some critics believe that the ulcer on Winston’s leg represents both his
suffering, because of the State, and his internal infections, as viewed by
the State. Winston’s leg begins to itch again in this chapter when he
thinks about the past.

“Winston reached down and cautiously scratched his varicose ulcer.
It had begun itching again. The thing you invariable came back to
was the impossibility of knowing what life before the Revolution had
really been like.”

What do you think the varicose ulcer, which is frequently mentioned in
the text, represents? Do you agree or disagree with the conclusions of
the critics? Write a paragraph based on the incidents in this chapter dis-
cussing your opinion.

15 © Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.
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28.  The State tells Winston that people are better off today, after the
Revolution. Winston questions whether or not the State is lying.
“The only evidence to the contrary [the only evidence that does not
support the State’s position] was the mute protest in your own bones,
the instinctive feeling that the conditions you lived in were

intolerable and that at some other time they must have been differ-
ent.”

The feeling Winston describes in the above passage is an ancestral mem-
ory—the feeling, but not the knowledge, that at one time things had been
different. Have you ever experienced this kind of feeling? Write a short
letter to Winston telling him of your experience.

Chapter VIII

29.  While Winston is walking along the street, a bomb demolishes a group
of houses. He sees a severed hand on the sidewalk. He coldly kicks it
into the gutter and continues walking. Why do you suppose he reacts in
this way?

30.  Winston is frustrated trying to talk to the drunk old man. Despite his
best efforts, he is unable to get a straight answer from the old man. Have
you ever experienced the same kind of frustration interacting with an
elderly person? How did you handle the situation?

31.  The following excerpt discusses how Winston feels about the paper-
weight that he purchases in the antique shop.

“Winston immediately paid over the four dollars and slid the covet-
ed thing into his pocket. What appealed to him about it was not so
much its beauty as the air it seemed to possess of belonging to an age
quite different from the present one. The soft, rainwatery glass was
not like any glass that he had ever seen. The thing was doubly attrac-
tive because of its apparent uselessness, though he could guess that it
must once have been intended as a paperweight.”

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc. 16
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Almost all families have antique objects passed down through the
generations. Describe a family heirloom that you possess or know
about. What is the history of the object? How do you feel about it?
Why do you suppose your family has held onto the object for so many
years?

32.  Winston sees the girl with the dark hair walking toward him. He
realizes that she must have followed him to the pub and the shop. “For
a few seconds Winston was too paralyzed to move.” He considers trying
to catch up to her so he can kill her with the glass paperweight. A
feeling of weariness comes over him so that he is unable to act.
“He might have silenced the dark-haired girl if only he had acted
quickly enough; but precisely because of the extremity of his danger
he had lost the power to act. It struck him that in moments of crisis

one is never fighting against an external enemy but always against
one’s own body.”

Have you or anyone you know experienced this kind of paralysis? In
one or two paragraphs, describe the experience. Why do you think
humans react in this way?

33.  O’Brien told Winston, “We shall meet in the place where there is no
darkness.” Winston thinks this means a time in the future when the
Party has been overthrown. What other possible meanings could this
statement have? What do you think it means?

34.  Chapter VIII is the last chapter in Book One. What action(s) do you
think Winston will take in Book Two of the novel?

17 © Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.



35.

36.

37.

1984

BOOK TWO

Chapter |

The dark-haired girl falls in the hallway. When Winston stops to help
her up, she slips him a note. He knows he can not read the note
immediately. Winston speculates as to the contents of the note, while he
waits for an opportunity to read it.

Almost all students have passed notes in class. Write about the most
clever or interesting way you or someone you know has passed a note.

Winston and the girl have never met, yet her note says, “I love you.”
How does Winston feel about the girl at this point in the story? Discuss
your definition of love and whether or not you believe it is possible for
two people who have never spent any time together to really be in love.

In this story, Orwell predicts what life will be like in the future. He
writes that,
“Actually, few people ever wrote letters. For the message that it was
occasionally necessary to send, there were printed postcards with

long lists of phrases, and you struck out the ones that were inappli-
cable.”

We don’t have postcards like the ones Orwell describes, but many people
today rarely write letters. Why do you suppose that is? What forms of
modern communication have replaced the letter?

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc. 18
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39.

40.

41.

Response Journal

Chapter Il

Winston is delighted to learn that Julia has been with many men. He
hates the Party, so any sign of corruption is thrilling for Winston. Do
you think Winston is normal in feeling this way? Describe an
experience from your life to support your answer.

Chapter 111

Julia directs Winston’s route home. She advises him, “Never go home
the same way as you went out.” If you wanted to meet secretly and
privately with someone, where might you go? Describe the place and
the route you might use to get there and to get home.

Julia attends Junior Anti-Sex League meetings and other Party
gatherings. She believes that “If you kept the small rules you could
break the big ones.” Write Julia a letter agreeing or disagreeing with this
philosophy. Use incidents from books, television, movies, or your life to
illustrate your points.

Winston is interested in politics. He wants to meet others like himself
who are interested in a revolution against the Party. Julia “hated the
Party, and said so in the crudest words, but she made no general criti-
cism of it. Except where it touched upon her own life she had no inter-
est in Party doctrine.”

Write a dialogue between Winston and Julia. In the dialogue, Winston
is trying to persuade Julia that there needs to be a revolution.

Winston: We have to stand up and fight the Party to make the world
a better place.
Julia: But what can we do?

19 © Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.
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42.  Winston accepts that the Thought Police will catch him. He is a man
who analyzes his life. Julia “believed that it was somehow possible to
construct a secret world in which you could live as you chose.” She
wants to enjoy the moment.

If you could have lunch with either Winston or Julia, which would you
find more interesting and why?

Chapter 1V

43.  Some critics believe that the song the woman sings, “It Was Once a
Hopeless Fancy”, refers to the hopes of Winston and Julia. If you were
writing this story, which modern song might you include instead?

44.  The following is a description of the fear Winston feels whenever he
thinks about or is confronted with rats.

“He was standing in front of a wall of darkness, and on the other side
of it there was something unendurable, something too dreadful to be
faced. In the dream his deepest feeling was always one of self-decep-
tion, because he did in fact know what was behind the wall of dark-
ness. With a deadly effort, like wrenching a piece out of his own
brain, he could even have dragged the thing into the open.”

Clearly, he fears rats more than any other horror. Using this description
as a model, write a paragraph describing how you might feel if you were
confronted by what you fear most.

45.  In the last paragraph of this chapter, Winston compares his life with
Julia to the paperweight. Write a dialogue between Winston and Julia.
In this dialogue, have Winston explain the connection he sees between
the paperweight and his life.

Winston:  Sometimes, I feel like our life together is just like this
paperweight.

Julia: How so?

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc. 20
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Chapter V

46.  Both Winston and Julia realize that their time together is temporary, yet
they sometimes feel that they will always be together. “So long as they
were actually in this room, they both felt, no harm could come to them.”

Describe a place in your life where you have experienced a similar
illusion of safety. In your description, state why you felt safe in that
place and why that safety was an illusion.

47.  Winston and Julia discuss the Party’s propaganda. For example, she
believes that the rocket bombs falling daily on London are fired by the
Government to keep the people frightened, an idea that never occurred
to Winston. Complete this short dialogue between Winston and Julia
discussing their differing views of the Party.

Julia: T don’t believe that we are really at war.
Winston: Then where do all these rocket bombs come from?

Chapter VI

48.  In Chapter VI, Winston believes that his meeting with O'Brien has a
deeper meaning. In the following excerpt, Winston’ feelings about his
encounter with O’Brien are described.

“Even while he was speaking to O’Brien, when the meaning of the
words had sunk in, a chilly shuddering feeling had taken possession
of his body. He had the sensation of stepping into the dampness of a
grave, and it was not much better because he had always known that
the grave was there and waiting for him.”

Write a letter to Winston giving him advice? Should he go see O'Brien?
Should he continue his affair with Julia?

21 © Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.
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49.  Write the dialogue of a conversation between two students discussing
Winston’s character. One student believes that Winston is a brave hero
while the other student believes he is not. Cite incidents from the text
to support each student’s opinion.

Student One: Winston is a very brave man. He knows that meeting
OBrien will set in motion circumstances which will
ultimately result in his death, but he also knows that
soon he will go to O’Brien’s house.

Student Two: Winston is not a brave man; he is living in a fantasy
world.

Chapter VII

50.  The glass paperweight is mentioned several times in the story. In this
chapter, Winston has a dream that takes place in the paperweight. What
do you think it symbolizes? Why do you think it is appropriate that
Winston’s dream of his mother’s death takes place inside of it?

51. Winston, as a youth, selfishly steals his little sister’s chocolate ration.

“His sister, conscious of having been robbed of something, had set up
a feeble wail. His mother drew her arm around the child and pressed
its face against her breast. Something in the gesture told him that his
sister was dying. He turned and fled down the stairs, with the choco-
late growing sticky in his hand.

He never saw his mother again. After he had devoured the
chocolate he felt somewhat ashamed of himself and hung about in
the streets for several hours, until hunger drove him home. When he
came back his mother had disappeared.”

What can you infer about Winston’s reasons for acting in this way?

© Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc. 22
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55.

Response Journal

Winston tells Julia that the proles “are human beings,” but “we are not
human.” Julia asks Winston, “Why not?” but he does not directly
answer her question. Assume she insists on an answer. What do you
think Winston would say?

Winston and Julia vow not to betray each other. What is Winston’s def-
inition of betrayal? In your opinion, do you think Winston and Julia
will fulfil this vow?

Chapter VIII

Orwell’s portrayal of O'Brien is so well done that the reader does not
know for sure whether or not O’Brien is part of the secret organization
or a loyal member of the Party. Complete this dialogue between two
students discussing O’Brien. Student One believes he is a revolutionary.
Student Two believes O’Brien is loyal to Big Brother.

Student One: O’Brien is my favorite character. I hope he brings about
a revolution.

Student Two: Why would he do that? He is a loyal Party member...

O’Brien, Julia, and Winston all sit at a table to talk.

“O’Brien had turned himself a little in his chair so that he was facing
Winston. He almost ignored Julia, seeming to take it for granted that
Winston could speak for her.”

Some critics believe that O’Brien is a sexist who discriminates against
Julia because she is a woman. Describe a time that you experienced or
witnessed this kind of discrimination.

23 © Copyright 2002, Prestwick House, Inc.
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Chapter IX

56.  Some critics believe that Orwell is prophetic in his vision of the future.
We are now living in the future that he wrote about. Think about each
of the ideas from Goldstein’s book listed below. To what extent have
each of these visions come true?

e The superpowers are continuously at war in order to use up the
surplus of goods. The scarcity of goods maintains the existence
of inequality among the social classes.

e The State has become the new aristocracy because it is the holder
of all wealth.

e Big Brother is not a real person; he is made up by the Party to
control the citizens.

» (itizens are not permitted to have contact with foreigners.

e The living conditions in all three superpowers are the same.

e The technology to keep all citizens under constant surveillance
gives the State the power to enforce complete uniformity of
opinion and complete obedience from its citizens.

*  Membership to the Inner Party is not hereditary. It is determined
by an examination at the age of sixteen. There is no racial
discrimination or religious discrimination in the decision. The
Party perpetuates itself by “the persistence of a certain world-
view and a certain way of life, imposed by the dead upon the
living.” The Party is interested in continuing its doctrine not the
bloodlines of the Party leaders.

57.  Winston is comforted by Goldstein’s book. “The best books, he
perceived, are those that tell you what you know already.” For what rea-
sons do you agree or disagree with Winston’s observation?
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58.  Winston discusses his feelings after reading Goldstein’s book.
“But after reading it he knew better than before that he was not mad.
Being in a minority, even a minority of one, did not make you mad.
There was truth and there was untruth, and if you clung to the truth
even against the whole world, you were not mad.”

Write about a movie, book, or television show you enjoy because you
identify and agree with the views of the characters.

Chapter X

59.  Winston thinks the woman hanging the laundry is beautiful. Julia says,
“She’s a meter across the hips.” Winston replies, “That is her style of
beauty.”

Write a letter to Julia encouraging her to see beauty in a new way.

60.  The following excerpt describes the fear Julia and Winston feel when
they hear the voice from behind the picture and realize that they are
caught.

“They sprang apart. Winston’s entrails seemed to have turned into
ice. He could see the white all round the irises of Julias eyes. Her
face had turned a milky yellow. The smear of rouge that was still on
each cheekbone stood out sharply, almost as though unconnected
with the skin beneath.”

Have you ever felt frightened like that while watching a movie or read-
ing a book? Have you had a similar, frightening experience in your life?
Describe your most frightened moment.
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63.

64.

1984

Mr. Charrington is the ideal cover for an agent of the Thought Police
because he is innocuous looking. In addition, the antique shop is an
ideal place to trap a thought criminal.

Imagine there are Thought Police today. What kind of cover might
modern day Thought Police use to trap a thought criminal?

BOOK THREE

Chapter |

Some readers are surprised that Parsons has been arrested. How do you
feel about it and why?

The following excerpt seems to be contradictory. Winston says that he
loves Julia and that he feels no love for her. Write a letter to a friend in
the class who does not understand, explaining how both statements can

be true.
“He hardly thought of Julia. He could not fix his mind on her. He
loved her and would not betray her; but that was only a fact, known
as he knew the rules of arithmetic. He felt no love for her, and he
hardly even wondered what was happening to her.”

What do you think might happen to him, should Winston be sent to
room 101? What might happen to Julia in room 101?
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Response Journal

Continue the dialogue in which Winston learns that O’Brien is
loyal to the Party. What questions might Winston ask O’Brien if
the truncheon didn’t silence him? How would O’Brien answer?

Winston: “They’ve got you too!”

O’Brien: “They got me a long time ago. You knew this, Winston.
Don't deceive yourself. You did know it—you have always
known it.

Winston:

Chapter Il

Winston confesses to anything the Party wants him to. He will do any-
thing to stop the torture, yet the interrogation continues. O’Brien says
to Winston,

“Sometimes, Winston. Sometimes they [two and two] are five.

Sometimes they are three. Sometimes they are all of them at once.
You must try harder. It is not easy to become sane.”

Complete the following dialogue of two students discussing this
passage.

Student One: If I were Winston, I would say that two and two equals
anything O’Brien wants it to equal.

Student Two: He would if he could.
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67.  O’Brien is torturing Winston, yet Winston still loves him.
“He [Winston] had never loved him [O’Brien] so deeply as at this
moment, and not merely because he had stopped the pain. The old
feeling, that at bottom it did not matter whether O’Brien was a friend
or an enemy, had come back. O’Brien was a person who could be
talked to. Perhaps one did not want to be loved so much as to be
understood.”

As Winston, write a letter to O’Brien expressing your love for him.

68.  O'Brien will continue to torture Winston until he reaches his goal. In

the following passage he describes his goal.

“What happens to you here is forever. Understand that in advance.
We shall crush you down to the point from which there is no coming back.
Things will happen to you from which you could not recover, if you lived a
thousand years. Never again will you be capable of ordinary human feeling.
Everything will be dead inside you. Never again will you be capable of love,
or friendship, or joy of living, or laughter, or curiosity, or courage, or integri-
ty. You will be hollow. We shall squeeze you empty, and then fill you with
ourselves.”

Do you think Winston will accept life at that price? Would you?
Explain?

Chapter Il

69. O’Brien tells Winston that,

“The Party seeks power entirely for its own sake. We are not inter-
ested in the good of others; we are interested solely in power. Not
wealth or luxury or long life or happiness; only power, pure power.”

What leaders from history or in power today seem to share the Party’s
need for total power?
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Response Journal

O’Brien defines power in this chapter. The following is a list of four of
the points he makes.

The object of power is power.

Power is collective.

The essential power is not over things, but over men.

A man asserts power over another by making him suffer.

Who is the most powerful person you can think of? Imagine this person
is discussing power over lunch with O’Brien. For each of the above
points, how might this person respond?

Chapter 1V

Winston tries to train his mind to “develop a blind spot whenever a dan-
gerous thought presented itself. The process should be automatic,
instinctive. Crimestop, they called it in Newspeak.” Winston cries out
Julia’s name in his sleep, thus failing in his attempt to train his mind to
develop a blind spot to a dangerous thought.

In the chapter, Orwell does not describe Winston’s dream. What do you
think happens in the dream? What is the nature of Winston’s dangerous
thought?

Winston knows that he will eventually be shot. He thinks about his final
rebellion against the Party. At the moment the bullet enters his brain, he
believes he will have approximately ten seconds to think. In that
instant,
“Hatred would fill him like an enormous roaring flame. And almost

in the same instant bang! would go the bullet, too late, or too early.

They would have blown his brain to pieces before they could reclaim

it. The heretical thought would be unpunished, unrepented, out of

their reach forever. They would have blown a hole in their own per-

fection. To die hating them, that was freedom.”
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1984

What thought do you want to have running through your head at the
instant of your death? Would you select, like Winston, a rebellious
thought?

Chapter V

In your opinion, is Winston a coward when he shouts, “Do it to Julia!”?
Why or why not?

Chapter VI

In this Chapter, Winston and Julia meet again. What, if anything,
surprises you about this meeting?

Complete the following dialogue between two students discussing the
ending of this story.

Student One: ~ Winston dies loving Big Brother. That means O’Brien
won.

Student Two: I guess so, but I don't like the ending of the story. Itis
so — hopeless.

In your opinion, how accurately does George Orwell predict life in the
future? Do you think any of his predictions that have not yet come to
pass may one day happen?
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TEST

1. That bodily discomfort that represents what is in Winston’s mind is
the pain in his back.

the coldness in his toes and fingers.

the intense headache that would begin and end while at work.
the ulcerous sore on his ankle.

Both A and D

mo O %>

2. The reason for Julia’s hatred of the Party is
A. that she was at home when they dragged her beloved father away.
B. that she watched as the secret police beat her brother so badly that he
died.
C. thatit stops her from doing as she wishes, particularly in regard to sex.
D. All the above
E. BothBand C

3. The book that Winston uses as a diary is one he
A. buys in Mr. Charrington’s shop.
B. gets as a gift from Julia.
C. carries with him for years because it is the only thing he still has that
had been his mothers.
D. secretly takes it from work after it arrives at his desk by mistake.
E. makes himself from scrap paper that he picked up at work.

4. Winston first comes to suspect that O’'Brien might understand and sym-
pathize with Winston’s desire to oppose the Party after

he hears O’Brien mutter anti-Party sentiments during the hate session.

he sees O’Brien talking with friends at the Chestnut Tree Cafe.

O’Brien invites him to visit his house for dinner.

he and O’Brien make eye contact at the hate session.

Both B and D

mo O %>
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5.  This novel is best described as
an anti-Nazi book.

an anti-Communist book.
an anti-totalitarian book.

a pro-socialistic book.

a pro-capitalistic book.

mo O %>

6. Ironically, O'Brien tortures Winston in The
Ministry of Peace.

Ministry of Plenty.

Ministry of Truth.

Ministry of Love.

Ministry of Welfare.

mo O %>

7. The process by which people are able to deny facts, replace them with new
facts, and forget what they have done the whole thing is called
A. newspeak.
B. doublethink.
C. parable.
D. dystopia.
E. doctrine.

8. In his book, Goldstein maintains that

A. the superpowers are not really at war.

B. the real war Oceania is waging is against its own people, not against
Eastasia or Eurasia.

C. the reason the superpowers are at war with each other is so that con-
sumer goods are always scarce and in short supply.

D. life for the people can be made much better once the war is finally
won.

E. Both B and C.
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9.  The method used by Oceania’s citizens to avoid having spontaneous anti-
Party, criminal thoughts is called

doublethink.

newspeech.

crimestop.

purithought.

disthought.

mo O %>

10. At the beginning of the novel, Winston hates Julia because
he thinks she is spying on him.

she wears the scarlet anti-sex league sash.

she looks wholesome and healthy.

she is young.

All the above.

mo O %>

11. The reason the Party encourages its members to marry is so that

A. they will dissipate energy in sexual activity, rather than conspiracies.

B. they would populate the country by having children.

C. in having children and a family, they have something to lose by
engaging in
anti-Party activities.

D. they can pretend to encourage marriage, while actually discouraging
1t.

12.  O'Brien tells Winston that the reason the Party wants total power is

A. that the acquisition of power is an end in itself.

B. that with total power, the Party will be able to make the best decisions
for the people, who cannot be trusted to make decisions for
themselves.

C. that in order to win the war, it is necessary for the Party to have total
power.

D. BothBand C

E. All the above
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13. Winston’s neighbor Parsons, the devoted party member, is arrested
because

he says, “Down With Big Brother” in his sleep.

his daughter reports him to the Thought Police.

he has been seen associating with Winston prior to Winston’s arrest.

Syme has informed on Parsons in order to save his own life.

Both A and B.

mo 0% >

14. The Chestnut Tree Cafe is
A. the place where Julia and Winston have their first meeting.
B. a place where artists and radicals hung out in the old days.
C. the place where Winston sees the three traitors that are in the

photograph.
D. the place where Winston is sitting as this novel ends.
E. B,C,and D

15. During the Two Minutes Hate, Julia is secretly
trying not to laugh.

thinking about having sex.

bored.

Both A and B

All of the above

Moo ® >

16. Winston is doomed because

he writes DOWN WITH BIG BROTHER in his diary.
he has an affair with Julia.

of his thoughts.

he meets with O’Brien at O’Brien’s house.

he refuses to confess his crimes.

Moo ® >

17.  'Which of the following objects from the text represents or symbolizes
Winston and Julia’s life together?

Winston’s diary

The paperweight

Julia’s scarlet sash

Winston’s cigarette

The protective arm of the mother in the boat who is trying to protect

her son

mo 0% >
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18. We may infer that Orwell believed that a society such as Oceania would

A. endure for a very long time.

B. eventually become a just and fair society over the course of time.

C. eventually be changed to a more democratic society as a result of a
revolution by the upper class.

D. eventually lose a war to the greater numbers in Eastasia or Eurasia and
become a second rate power.

E. eventually disintegrate, simply because of the large land mass it
covers.

19. We eventually learn that the man shown on the poster “Big Brother Is
Watching You” is really
A. not one man at all, but the embodiment of the Party.
B. Emmanuel Goldstein, who is alive and well and a member of the Party
in good standing.
C. OBrien’ face before it is changed by plastic surgery.
D. the face of the kindly antique dealer, Mr. Charrington.

20. The proles, unlike party members, are not as constantly observed and
spied on, and they frequently are not punished for speaking sentiments
that a Party member would receive a severe punishment for because
A. more is expected from a Party member because he receives greater
rewards.

B. the government believes that proles are instinctively patriotic and
always support the government.

C. the prole leaders have the authority to control the people in their
groups or not, as they judge best.

D. the Party views the proles as being as harmless as animals because they
possess no more awareness than animals.

E. BothBand C
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Test
Student Answer Sheet

Name:

| .
2. 2.
3. 13
4 4.
5. 15
6. 16._
7. 17
8. 18
9 19
10. 20.
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An Annotated Bibliography
on Response Journals

Response Journals: Inviting Students to Think and Write Literature

By Julie Wollman-Bonilla

This slim volume covers the how and why of having students keep response
journals. From defending your choice to use response journals as a part of
your writing and literature class, to techniques for assessing the impact of
response journals.

ISBN: 0590491377  $12.95

Publisher: Scholastic

Old Faithful: 18 Writers Present Their Favorite Writing Assignments

Edited by Christopher Edgar and Ron Padgett

Creative writers and teachers describe their single best writing assignment—the
one that never fails to inspire students.

ISBN: 0915924455 $14.95

Publisher: Teachers and Writers Collaborative

Journal Jumpstarts: Quick Topics and Tips for Journal Writing
By Patricia Woodward and Patricia Howard

Contains over 400 writing topics that appeal to young people.
ISBN: 0939791366  $7.95

Publisher: Cottonwood Press

Journal Keeping with Young People

By Barbara A. Steiner and Kathleen C. Phillips

A great deal of useful information pertaining to Response Journals is con-
tained in this book’s 80 pages.

ISBN: 0872878724 $12.95

Publisher: Teacher Ideas Press

Idea Catcher for Kids: An Inspiring Journal for Young Writers

By Bill Zimmerman

Hundreds of creative writing prompts, including prompts written by students
responding to Mr. Zimmerman’s previous book, A Book of Questions.

ISBN: 0316120200 $9.99

Publisher: Little, Brown & Company
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Test
Answer Key

1. D 11._ B
2. C 12._ A
3. A 13.__E
4_D 14._E
5. C 15_ A
6. D 16._ C
7._B 17._B__
8._E 18._ A
9. C 19.__ A
10.__E 20._D
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