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Across Five Aprils

To The Teacher

In order to allow the teacher maximum flexibility in his or her
approach, we have grouped the prompts by sections. The teacher
may, therefore, assign specific prompts or allow the students to
select one or more prompts from each section

For Across Five Aprils, we also have these materials:
Teaching Unit

Book

See our catalogue, visit our web site at www.prestwickhouse.com
or call 1-800-932-4593 for more information.
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To The Student

Although we may read a novel, play, or work of non-fiction for enjoyment,
each time we read one, we are building and practicing important basic reading
skills. In our ever-more complex society, in which reading has become more and
more crucial for success, this, in itself, is an important reason to spend time
reading for enjoyment.

Some readers, however, are able to go beyond basic reading techniques and
are able to practice higher thinking skills by reflecting on what they have read
and how what they read affects them. It is this act of reflection—that is, stopping
to think about what you are reading-that this journal is attempting to
encourage.

To aid you, we have included writing prompts for each section; however, if
you find something that you wish to respond to in the book more compelling
than our prompts, you should write about that. We hope you enjoy reading this
book and that the act of responding to what you have read increases this
enjoyment.

After you read the indicated sections, choose the questions to which you
will respond. Keep in mind that there are no right or wrong answers to these
prompts, and there is no one direction in which you must go.

3 © Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.
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Response Sheet

Name Section Date
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Across Five Aprils

Chapter 1

1. Across Five Aprils seems to be a strange title for a novel. What do you
notice in the first chapter that has to do with April? Based on what you
think this novel is about, is this a good title?

2. We are told that Jethro is nine years old. In what ways is he (or isn't he) a
typical nine-year-old?

3.  State what you think Ellen Creighton’s emotional state is in this chapter,
and what frightens her. Put yourself in her place for a moment and
describe the feelings you would have.

4. Referring to Ellen Creighton, the author states, “But prettiness was short
lived among country women of her time.” We assume that he is saying
that hard work ages a person quickly. Do you suppose that statement is as
true today as it was back then?

5. When Jethro asks his mother if they’ll be finished planting by sunset, she
replies, “Your hopes is makin’ a fool of your reason.” Do you know any-
one who has ever let his or her hopes make a fool of his or her reason?
Have you ever let your hopes get in the way of your reason?

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc. 6
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6.  With the talk of war heavy in the air, Jethro's mother says, “Seems some-
times there’s a deep silence all about us out here waiting to be filled.” For
a classmate who doesn’t understand what she means, describe what Ellen
is feeling.

7. In describing the people’s mistaken belief that the sun and moon revolved

around the earth, Jethro says, “Seems like people on earth believed we had
the best diggin’s jest because we want to believe that—because it made us
feel important—" Later the narrator includes, “Jethro, forgetting the
lecture to his mother on the inclination of people to select beliefs that
bring them most satisfaction, never doubted that if Tom and Eb got their
chance to go to war, they'd be back home when it was over, and that it
would be shadowy men from distant parts who would die for the pages of
future history books.”
The idea that people believe only that which provides satisfaction, regard-
less of the facts, clearly plays a big role in this story. Describe something
that you once believed and later discovered to be false. What convinced
you to change your mind?

8. Jethro is annoyed by his father and Abe Lincoln because both men seem
to delay making decisions for fear of getting people’s blood on their hands;
he admires Tom and Eb, though, because of their clear vision. Can you
understand how Jethro feels? Why do the older men feel so different from
the younger men?

9. The narrator says that Travis Burdow fired a shot at “a society that had
kicked a boy from childhood.” This raises two interesting points. From
what kind of discrimination does Travis Burdow and his family suffer?
What kind of attitude does that discrimination breed? Based on your
observations, do you think that kind of discrimination exists today?

7 © Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.
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10. Bill, Jethro's favorite brother, is quite different from the other brothers.
What makes him so different? Do you think he’ll be a more or less inter-
esting character than the other brothers?

11. Matt is concerned that Shadrach’s “praise” for Jethro stems from
Shadrach’s affection for Jenny, Jethro's sister. If you were Jethro’s father,
would you have the same suspicion? Based on your observations of
people, how does the comment strike you? Is Matt overreacting?

12. Jethro is proud to eat with the adults at the “first table” for the first time.
Describe a time when you sat at a similar table or some other place which
you felt to be an honor.

13. Consider the age difference between Shadrach Yale and Jenny Creighton.
Today, such an age difference would be considered inappropriate. Why do
you suppose it is frowned on today, but not back then?

14. This chapter ends with “company arriving,” which pleases Jethro because
it breaks the monotonous routine. What aspects of Jethro’s life do you
think you would wish to share? Which aspects are you glad you don't
have to share?

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc. 8
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16.
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Response Journal

Chapter 2

For economic reasons, slavery has existed for thousands of years. Around
3500 B.C., the Sumerians enslaved the lower classes in Mesopotamia. The
inhabitants of India were enslaved following the Aryan invasion of 400
B.C. Imagine you are a Southern plantation owner who depends on slave
labor to stay in business. Write a letter to the New York Times, stating your
views on slavery.

While the South supported slavery because of economic reasons, the
North denounced it for moral reasons. As an anti-slavery proponent, write
a letter responding to the plantation owner.

Matt Creighton tells us that “human nature, the all-over picture of it, is
better that it was a thousand-five hundred—even a hundred years ago.”
Based on your knowledge of history, do you think he’s right? Identify at
least two ways in which human nature has changed for the better.

The cousin, Wilse Graham, presents the Southern white’s view on the
trouble between the states. Summarize, as well as you can, Wilse's point of
view as it is presented in this chapter. If you had been arguing with him
about his views, what would be your final word on the subject?

9 © Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.
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19. Jethro listens to the argument between Wilse and his brothers and remem-
bers the secret delight that the thought of war had given him only a few
hours before. The narrator says, “Suddenly Jethro was deeply troubled. He
groped toward an understanding of something that was far beyond the
excitement of guns and shouting men; but he could not find words to
define what he felt, and that lack left him in a turmoil of frustration.”

Can you understand what Jethro is feeling at this point, and do you know
why he is feeling that way? If you can, in your journal, explain it to a class-
mate who doesn’t understand what feelings Jethro is experiencing.

20. Keeping in mind that the narrator has told us earlier that these brothers
are very close, notice at this point in the discussion, Bill says something
that challenges John:

John did not answer. The two brothers looked at one another steadily for
long seconds; it was as if they had forgotten all the others at the table and
that each was searching the other’s face with some pressing need. Tom and

Eb squirmed uncomfortably; Wilse Graham crumbled a piece of bread.

Describe what's in the mind of the brothers at this point. Describe what
you think is the “pressing need” they have.

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc. 10
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Chapter 3

21. What do you suppose causes Jethro’s bad dreams at night? Can you recall
a bad dream you have had recently? Did your bad dream, like Jethro’,
have anything to do with turmoil outside your own life?

22. Bill says that he likes to be alone because it gives him time to think. Jethro
says that he does too, but he doesn't have enough thoughts to keep him
busy, so after a while, he needs company. State how you feel about being
alone to think.

23. Bill, who is really upset by all that is going on, tells Jethro what it is that
is bothering him. Imagine you're Jethro and your mother asks, “What's
wrong with Bill?” Tell her Bill's problem as you understand it.

24. Has there ever been a time when you experienced conflicting loyalties and
were as torn as Bill? What advice would you give to someone who is expe-
riencing the same kind of conflict?

25. On the day he is leaving, Bill tells Jethro, “There’s going to be a lot of
things in the years ahead that you'll have to stand. There’ll be things that
tear you apart, but you'll have to stand ‘em. You can’t count on cryin’ to
make ‘em right.” How do you imagine Jethro will find a way to stand up
to the bad things that will happen?

11 © Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.
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Across Five Aprils

Chapter 4

The letter from Tom strongly affects Ellen and Jethro. Imagine you are
Jethro, and try to imagine the loneliness Ellen feels. Write a letter to a
cousin telling her how your mother is feeling and why she is feeling that
way.

Matt objects to the idea of Shadrach and Jenny getting married. In the face
of Shadrach’s anger with Matt, Jethro’s loyalty to his father is aroused, and
he tries to defend his father’s position. If you can, describe a time when
you felt a divided loyalty. Which side did you take, and what convinced
you to make that choice?

What is your reaction to Shadrach’s statement, “We were foolish enough
to reach manhood just when the long fizzling turned into an explosion™?
Excluding the Civil War, when in U.S. history might the same comment
have been made?

Shadrach rebukes Jethro for calling President Lincoln “Ol Abe,” and the
narrator tells us that Jethro, although he had meant no disrespect to Mr.
Lincoln, “would remember the rebuke to the end of his days. He would
remember, and he would feel ashamed at the memory.” If you can under-
stand why Jethro feels ashamed, explain it to a classmate who can't. To
illustrate the point, relate an experience from your own life when you felt
the same way. If you can't think of one, try to imagine a situation.

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc. 12
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30. Shadrach said that it took Bill more courage to fight for the South than
what it would for he and John to fight for the North. During the Vietnam
War, some young men went to Canada to avoid being drafted. Some
people called these young men cowards, while others said that it took
more courage to flee than it did to be drafted. Do you see any possible
similarities or differences in these situations?

31. While conversing with Shadrach, Jethro asks, “Bill wasn't right in his
thinking, was he?” Shadrach replies, “He acted according to what he
thought was right. Your father and John, you and I, none of us sees the
‘right’ as he sees it. But that doesn’t make Bill all wrong.” If opposing views
can be both right and wrong, how do you suppose anyone can ever make
a decision?

32. Shadrach says that while he doesn't believe in witches himself, he tolerates
those who do because they have as much right to their beliefs as he has to
his; however, he scorns those who are so sure of their beliefs that they will
seek to injure or kill those with whom they disagree. What is your opinion
of Shadrach’s philosophy?

13 © Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.
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Across Five Aprils

Chapter 5

Referring to Ellen, the author states, “She was schooled to believe that
self-indulgence of any kind was morally unacceptable.” Are there things in
your life that you feel are morally unacceptable? How do you suppose you
acquired those opinions?

Jethro is taunted by some men in town because his brother Bill decided to
fight for the South. Assume you are Jethro, and write a letter to Bill telling
him about this incident.

Assume you are Bill. Write a letter back to Jethro telling him why you
decided to fight for the South instead of the Union Army.

This chapter is about challenge, intolerance, kindness and violence,
specifically, a lesson about the ill-founded intolerance for Dave Burdow.
What in this chapter did you find the most moving or interesting?

Ed Turner’s assessment of Dave Burdow proved false. Of Burdow, Turner
had said: “Decency ain't in him.... He's had nary a word of human feelin’
fer what happened to that little girl, nary a word of thanks that Matt saved
his worthless boy from his neighbors. He’s more of a dumb brute than a
man.” How do you think people could have been so wrong about Burdow?

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc. 14
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Response Journal

Chapter 6

Jethro anxiously awaits news about Tom and Eb after they fight in a major
battle. Imagine you are Jethro. What thoughts do you suppose would be
in your head?

Jethro wonders why the people who had previously cheered General
Grant are now yelling for him to be fired. Why are people so quick to turn
against a hero?

This chapter is about a boy becoming a man; it is also about merciless peo-
ple and warm-hearted, helpful people. It's about gratitude, violence, and
anger. What in this chapter did you respond to the most?

Chapter 7

Matt Creighton receives aid from the other townspeople after his barn is
burned down. Imagine you are a member of the community. Do you help
Matt even though his son Bill is a Rebel solider? What about if, like one
man, your son had been killed or wounded by a Rebel bullet?

Assume you are the town’s newspaper editor. Write an editorial in which
you denounce the actions of the vigilantes.

15 © Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.
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46.

Across Five Aprils

Jethro is spoken of as a country boy “who was hungry for a hero.” Why
do you suppose, especially in bad times, people get “hungry for a hero”?

Chapter 8

What is your opinion of the statement that, “disappointment and disaster
inevitably followed hope.” Have you ever hoped for something only to
have if followed by disappointment? Do you know anyone who has?

The narrator tells us that Jethro “had no right to contradict a man’s
opinion. If they wished to think of him as an ignorant child, he must not
try to change their idea of him, but it was a bitter dose to swallow.” Has
there ever been a time you bit your tongue and held back contradicting
someone with whom you have disagreed? Was there ever a time you
didn’t hold your tongue but later wished you had?

In the past, young people would show respect to older people, but you
don't see a lot of that today. What is your opinion about showing respect
for your elders?

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc. 16
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Chapter 9

47. Do you understand why Eb deserted the army? If so, explain it to a class-
mate who has a hard time accepting the fact that Eb ran away.

48. Jethro once again faces a situation of divided loyalties in regard to Eb.
While one side argues he should help Eb, the other side argues he
shouldn't. Describe what pulls Jethro in each direction.

49. Why does Jethro decide that going to his father is really no solution to the
problem? What do you think this says about Jethro?

50. We never see the letter that Jethro wrote to President Lincoln, but we do
see the President’s response. Write the letter that you think Jethro wrote to
President Lincoln.

17 © Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.
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Across Five Aprils

Chapter 10

The Union army suffers a terrible defeat at Chancellorsville. Assume you
are a soldier who fought in the battle. Write a letter to a friend describing
the condition of the war and your feelings about surviving a battle in
which several of your buddies were killed.

To a classmate who may not understand what Shadrach means, explain his
comment to Jenny, “When a man has looked upon such massive waste of
life as | have witnessed in these three battles, the presumption to consider
his own little personal dreams becomes a matter of supreme egotism.”

Assume you are President Lincoln, and write to someone who has said
that you should fire General Grant because of his alleged drinking
problem.

Shadrach and Jenny marry. As Jenny’s father, write a letter to Shadrach
telling him how you feel about their marriage.

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc. 18
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Chapter 11

After his speech at Gettysburg, many people attacked Lincoln, but Jethro
continues to admire the President and is angered by the unfavorable
comments people make. As Jethro, write a letter to the editor of the news-
paper defending President Lincoln.

Shad says that General McClellan “lacked not the courage to face personal
danger, but [he lacked] the courage to risk being wrong.” Do you suppose
it really takes courage to risk being wrong?

Chapter 12

Ed Turner is concerned that his 18-year-old son may become a brutal,
callous person as a result of his army experiences. Matt suggests that since
the Turners taught their son right from wrong, the boy will be all right. Ed
Turner responds that his son too readily follows the crowd. What is your
opinion on this? Can good moral training at home keep a young person
from falling into the brutal ways of a crowd?

Jethro tells his mother he can't tell her what is wrong with him because,
not quite understanding it all, he is having a hard time forming the
thoughts. Can you tell Ellen what is bothering her son at this point? Have
you ever had similar difficulty forming thoughts in your head so you
could speak the words?

19 © Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.
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Across Five Aprils

Jethro and Ross Milton are devastated by the death of President Lincoln
even though they had never met him. If you can understand why they are
so upset, explain it to a classmate who says, “So what if he's dead? He was
no kin to you.”

Why do you suppose Jethro is so pleased when the waitress compares him
to Red Milton?

Wrap Up

When a novel ends, sometimes we are sorry because we wish to spend
more time with the characters who we've come to know so well. This is
probably why sequels are popular. Tell what you think could happen to
Jethro in a sequel to this novel.

When you read the last page of this novel, what were your thoughts and/or
feelings?

Write about the things you liked and/or disliked about this novel.

Many novels that have young people as the main characters are of the
“Coming of Age” genre. The term indicates that in the course of the novel
the character moves from immaturity to maturity. Describe the ways in
which Across Five Aprils would fit this description.

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc. 20
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Test

1.  As the story opens, what historical event is about to take place?
A. the Revolutionary War
B.  the Civil War
C. the Spanish American War
D. the French Revolution

2. What crop do the Creightons farm?

A. Corn

B. Tomatoes
C. Tobacco
D. Potatoes

3. In what state does the story take place?
A. Georgia
B.  North Carolina
C. Massachusetts
D. llinois

4. Shadrach Yale is the local

A. Pastor.

B Merchant.

C. Doctor.

D. Schoolmaster.

5.  For whom does Shadrach have romantic affection?

A. Ellen

B Mary

C. Jenny

D. None of the above

21 © Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.
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6.  Who is President during the time frame of the story?

A.

B.
C.
D

John Adams
James Madison
Abraham Lincoln
Grover Cleveland

7. Of the boys who go to war, which one or ones are killed?

moow>

Bill

Tom

Eb

John

Both C and D

8. In this story, a Copperhead is

>

B.
C
D

a northerner with southern sympathies.

a person who mines copper.

an officer in the Confederate army.

a first year student at the military academy.

9. What does Ellen take to relieve her headaches?

Cow>

aspirin

coffee

sleep

tea made from a ginger root

10. The person who saved Jethro from grave injury was

Cow>

Shadrach Yale.
Dave Burdow.
his brother Bill.
Ross Milton.

11. Matt Creighton’s barn is set on fire because

Cow>

he wanted to collect the insurance money.

he wanted to build a new barn.

Bill joined the Rebel forces.

the barn was infested with disease carrying rodents.

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc. 22
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Response Journal

Jethro becomes upset with Jenny when she refuses

A

B.
C.
D.

to read her letter out loud.

to let him take the horse team to town.

to make him a drink.

to take him to town with her when she goes for the mail.

Ross Milton is the town

o0w»

drunk.
banker.
editor.
merchant.

What is thrown into Matt Creighton's well?

o0 w»

rat poison

a slaughtered animal
a dead soldier

coal oil

The ne’er-do-well Guy Wortman is completely humiliated when

A.
B.

C.
D.

the paper runs a cartoon drawing of him.

Jethro turns the tables on him, and Guy is the one who falls in the
water trough.

he gets hit with a shotgun blast in the backside.

Bill forces him to get on his knees and apologize to Jethro.

Jethro is forced to assume a man’s role when his father

A. s shot.

B.  has a heart attack.

C. is beaten by the night riders.

D. s drafted into the army.

Eb is guilty of

A. stealing horses.

B.  Mary’s death.

C. deserting the army.

D. burning down Matt Creighton’s barn.

23 © Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.
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18. From whom does Jethro receive a letter?
A. General Grant
B President Lincoln
C. Ross Milton
D. Bill Creighton

19. Other than Shadrach, who influences Jethro’s education?
A. the restaurant waitress
B.  the newspaper editor
C. the new schoolmarm
D. the general store owner

20. What occurs when Jenny hears of Shadrach’s injuries?
A. Jenny and Shadrach marry.
B.  Jenny tries to kill herself.
C. Shadrach breaks up with Jenny.
D. Jenny goes to Washington to see him just before he dies.

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc. 24
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Student Answer Sheet

Name:

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.
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An Annotated Bibliography
on Response Journals

Response Journals: Inviting Students to Think and Write Literature

By Julie Wollman-Bonilla

This slim volume covers the how and why of having students keep response
journals. From defending your choice to use response journals as a part of
your writing and literature class, to techniques for assessing the impact of
response journals.

ISBN: 0590491377 $12.95

Publisher: Scholastic

Old Faithful: 18 Writers Present Their Favorite Writing Assignments

Edited by Christopher Edgar and Ron Padgett

Creative writers and teachers describe their single best writing assignment-the
one that never fails to inspire students.

ISBN: 0915924455 $14.95

Publisher: Teachers and Writers Collaborative

Journal Jumpstarts: Quick Topics and Tips for Journal Writing
By Patricia Woodward and Patricia Howard

Contains over 400 writing topics that appeal to young people.
ISBN: 0939791366 $7.95

Publisher: Cottonwood Press

Journal Keeping with Young People

By Barbara A. Steiner and Kathleen C. Phillips

A great deal of useful information pertaining to Response Journals is con-
tained in this book’s 80 pages.

ISBN: 0872878724 $12.95

Publisher: Teacher Ideas Press

Idea Catcher for Kids: An Inspiring Journal for Young Writers

By Bill Zimmerman

Hundreds of creative writing prompts, including prompts written by students
responding to Mr. Zimmerman’s previous book, A Book of Questions.

ISBN: 0316120200 $9.99

Publisher: Little, Brown & Company

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc. 26
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Test
Answer Key

1. B 11. C_
2. D 12. A
3_D 13._C__
4. D 14. D
5._C__ 15. C_
6. C 16. B
7. B 17. C
8. A 18._ B__
9. B 19. B

10._ B 20._ A

27 © Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.
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The Cask of Amontillado, and 30 Others - Poc $4.99. .. $249 204863 ...... Silas Marner - Eliot @@ @
200150 ....... Call of the Wild, The - London D@ D, $399. . $1.99 200251 .......Tale of Two Cities, A - Dickens @ @
200348 ....... Canterbury Tales - Chaucer © $399. .. $1.99 200231 .......Taming of the Shrew, The - Shakespearc D@ @.
200179........ Christmas Carol, A - Dickens D@ @. . $3.99..... $1.99 204865 .......Time Machine, The - Wells @@ @
201198........ Crime and Punishment - Dostoyevsky @ ... $6.99....... $3.49 202120 .......Treasure Island - Stevenson @@....._...................
200694 ....... Doll's House, A - Ibsen DD D $3.99..... $1.99 301420.......War of the Worlds - Wells @@
200190 ......Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde - Stevenson D@ @ $3.99..... $1.99 202122 .......Wuthering Heights - Bronte ® @
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Order Form

Call 1-800-932-4593 Fax 1-888-718-9333

Prestwick House, Inc.
PO. Box 658
Clayton, DE 19938

Bill Ti Home chool Ship To
School: School:
Name: Name:
Address: Address:

City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:

Signature

Phone: Email: Phone: Email:
ITEM NO TITLE UANTITY X PRICE = TOT
Subtotal $
Method of Payment (Choose one) Shiooi
ippin,

(3 Check or Money Order Enclosed 3 Purchase Order Enclosed 12% s&H (56,00 minimurg |
. X . We accept purchase orders and authorized orders
O Visa O MasterCard O Discover Card O American EXpress  charged to institutions. Personal orders not on a

; ‘ Total $

credit card must be accompanied by a check.

Telephone # Exp. Date

Credit Card #

Because charges for air delivery are based on weight and distance, heavy packages can be expensive to ship air freight. Typographic and photo-
graphic errors are subject to revision. Prestwick House is the sole source of all proprietary materials listed in this catalogue. Please be sure to
include a street address. FedEx ground/UPS will not deliver to a PO. Box.

Shipping & Handling

For orders of $50.00 or less, please add $6.00 for shipping and
handling charges. For orders from $50.01 to $799.99 add 12%
For orders of $800.00 and more, add 10%

Delivery Service

Most orders are shipped FedEx and you can expect delivery with-
in 7-10 working days. Items in stock are usually shipped within
one working day of receiving your order.

Expedited Delivery

for expedited delivery ask about the following options:
* Overnight Air

* 2nd day air

* 3 Day Select
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