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To  T h e  Te a c h e r

In order to allow the teacher maximum flexibility in his or her
approach, we have grouped the prompts by sections.  The teacher
may, therefore, assign specific prompts or allow the students to
select one or more prompts from each section

For T h e  D e v i l ’s  A r i t h m e t i c , we also have these materials:

Book

See our catalogue, visit our web site at www.prestwickhouse.com,
or call 1-800-932-4593 for more information.
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To The Student

Although we may read a novel, play, or work of non-fiction for enjoyment,
each time we read one, we are building and practicing important basic reading
skills. In our ever-more complex society, in which reading has become more and
more crucial for success, this, in itself, is an important reason to spend time
reading for enjoyment.

Some readers, however, are able to go beyond basic reading techniques and
are able to practice higher thinking skills by reflecting on what they have read
and how what they read affects them. It is this act of reflection–that is, stopping
to think about what you are reading–that this journal is attempting to
encourage.

To aid you, we have included writing prompts for each section; however, if
you find something that you wish to respond to in the book more compelling
than our prompts, you should write about that. We hope you enjoy reading this
book and that the act of responding to what you have read increases this
enjoyment.

After you read the indicated sections, choose the questions to which you
will respond. Keep in mind that there are no right or wrong answers to these
prompts, and there is no one direction in which you must go.
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C h a p t e r  1

1. Passover (called “Pesach” in Hebrew) is a Jewish holiday celebrated for
eight days honoring the deliverance of the ancient Hebrews from slav-
ery. The Seder is a feast in Jewish homes on the first evening of Passover,
which, like all Jewish holidays, starts at sundown.  At this family cele-
bration, the Haggadah (a book containing the order, or seder, in which
the meal should progress and a narrative of the Exodus from Egypt) is
read.  Some Orthodox Jews also have a feast on the second night of
Passover.  The name Passover is from the Book of Exodus in the Torah,
which describes how God promised the Israelites that, on the night of
the killing of the Egyptian first-born children, the Angel of Death would
pass over their homes.

Hannah does not want to attend the family Seder because she and her
brother will be the only children there.  Can you understand how she
feels?  Write a letter to Hannah letting her know that you understand.
In the letter, help Hannah to recognize the special significance and
importance of the Seder feast.

2. In the following passage from the book, Hannah comments on her
mother’s habitual sighing.

“…Will lost everyone but your Aunt Eva.  A family of eight all but
wiped out.”  She sighed again but Hannah suspected there was little
sympathy in that sigh.  It was more like punctuation.  Instead of put-
ting periods at the ends of sentences, her mother signed.  

In one paragraph, similar to the example above, write about a manner-
ism of one of your family members that you find annoying.

3. At the end of this chapter Hannah goes into the bathroom to wash off
the lipstick mark left on her forehead by her Aunt Eva’s kiss.  As
Hannah, write a diary entry discussing your conflicting feelings about
Aunt Eva.
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C h a p t e r  2

4. Hannah describes an incident when she was a young girl.  Jealous of the
attention her baby brother is receiving, Hannah writes a number on her
arm, imitating the concentration camp number on Grandpa Will’s arm.
She hopes to please Grandpa, but instead she upsets him.  Hannah has
never forgotten the incident.

Most of us have painful, embarrassing moments from our past that will
sometimes resurface in our memories.  We relive the pain and humilia-
tion.  Write about such a moment in your life.  Try to analyze why you
relive the incident in your memory.  Then in a second paragraph, give
Hannah some advice on how to stop her painful memory from recurring.

5. As Hannah is growing up, she is beginning to view the adults in her fam-
ily differently.  She is beginning to see them as people instead of adults
who, to a child, can do no wrong.  In this chapter, Hannah describes her
changing and conflicting feelings about Aunt Eva.  As Hannah, write
Aunt Eva a letter discussing these feelings.  In the letter, describe to Aunt
Eva the ways in which she is special to you.

6. Why do you suppose Hannah is so annoyed by Aaron’s prayers that she
decides to pinch him?  As Hannah, write a letter of apology to Aaron.  In
the letter, explain to him why you were especially annoyed by his behav-
ior.
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C h a p t e r  3

7. Jane Yolen provides the reader with definitions for most of the Yiddish
words and Jewish ceremonies mentioned in the book.  Write a diction-
ary for the terms in this chapter.  Look for context clues to find the
meanings.  For example, the dictionary might have a definition as fol-
lows:

Yarmulke: Small, round hat worn by Jewish men during prayers.

8. Grandpa Will insists that Hannah is old enough to have a glass of
watered-down wine at the Seder feast.  Her mother objects, but then she
gives in.  As Hannah’s mother, write a diary entry describing how you
feel when Grandpa Will interferes with the way you want to raise your
children.

9. Hannah does not believe in superstitions such as the Easter Bunny, so
she also does not believe that the profit Elijah will come through the
door.  To her, these are “baby stories” and she is too old for such things. 

Faith is defined as an unquestioning belief that does not require proof or
evidence.  As Hannah’s rabbi, write Hannah a letter telling her about the
value of faith.  Use incidents from your own experience to illustrate the
ideas in the letter.



9

R e s p o n s e  J o u r n a l

© Copyright 2003, Prestwick House, Inc.

C h a p t e r  4

10. Suspension of disbelief is a literary term that is defined as the willing-
ness of the audience to accept the behavior and motivations of a charac-
ter in a story.  In this story, the reader must suspend disbelief that
Hannah opens the door for Elijah and is transported into another place
and time.

As a literary critic, write a one-or two-paragraph review of this chapter
discussing the extent to which the author successfully helps the readers
to suspend their disbelief.  The review might begin as follows:

Young readers often enjoy a story that provides them with enter-
tainment and an interesting escape into unreality.  These readers
will not be disappointed by Yolen’s novel, The Devil’s Arithmetic.
In this novel, a young Jewish girl, Hannah, as part of a Seder cel-
ebration, symbolically opens a door to admit the prophet Elijah.
She is immediately transported to a different time and place.
Yolen helps the reader to accept and adjust to this change by…

11. Create a family tree for Shmuel that pictorially illustrates his relation-
ship to the following people: Chaya (Hannah), Fayge, Gitl, Moishe, and
Reb Boruch.

12. One technique an author uses to enhance characterization is to create
two similar characters.  The reader then gains more information about
the characters by comparing them.  In this novel, Gitl and Aunt Eva are
similar characters.  Write a conversation between Chaya and Gitl.  In the
dialogue, Chaya discusses with Gitl the ways she reminds Chaya of her
Aunt Eva.

The dialogue might begin as follows:

Chaya: You remind me of my Aunt Eva.
Gitl: I did not know you had an Aunt Eva.  Was she your 

mother’s sister?
Chaya: [Hesitates] She is Grandpa Will’s sister.
Gitl: I do not know Grandpa Will.  Are you feeling well?  Why

do you think I remind you of this Aunt Eva?
Chaya: Well, you both…
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C h a p t e r  5

13. Shmuel confides in Chaya. “being married does not bother me,…But get-
ting married—that frightens me!”

Shmuel is afraid of the ceremony, not of the marriage.  Can you under-
stand how he feels?  Change this statement to reflect your feelings about
an event in your life.  For example, the statement could be changed as
follows:

“The level of work in high school does not bother me,”  the
eighth grader said.  “But finding my way around the school
frightens me!”

14. Shmuel observes that Yitzchak is “henpecked and not even married to”
Gitl yet.  Gitl does seem to treat him harshly.  In your opinion, does she
really care for Yitzchak and his children?  Yitzchak does not argue with
any of Gitl’s criticisms.

Assume that the dialogue between Yitzchak and Gitl went differently.
Suppose that Yitzchak answers back when Gitl criticizes him.  What do
you think he might say?  How might she respond?  Complete the fol-
lowing dialogue between Gitl and Yitzchak discussing the children,
Reuven and Tzipporah.

The dialogue might begin as follows:

Gitl: So where are Reuven and Tzipporah?
Yitzchak: They are waiting outside.
Gitl: Outside?!  I suppose they are in cages like the chickens.
Yitzchak: I do not know why you say such things, Gitl.  You 

know…
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15. At the end of the chapter, Hannah (Chaya) helps Gitl to clear the dish-
es from the table.  She “seemed to be the only one who was surprised
that she was helping.”  

Rewrite the paragraph at the end of the chapter.  In the rewrite, assume
that you are the one that has been transported into another time.  What
chores might you do that would surprise your modern family?

C h a p t e r  6

16. Hannah is having trouble distinguishing between what she believes is a
dream and her real life in New York.  

Following Gitl into the bedroom, she [Chaya] paused only a
moment, wondering without much hope if the door would transport
her back to the Bronx.  But when she passed through, the small, dark
bedroom was still solidly itself.  What was dream and what was real
were getting harder and harder to distinguish.  

Most of us have had nighttime dreams that seem real.  When we awak-
en, we wonder for a moment if the events really happened.  Write about
the most vivid dream that you can remember having.  How did you feel
when you awakened?

17. Gitl puts two blue ribbons in Chaya’s hair.  Gitl explains to Chaya why
the ribbons, dress, stockings, and shoes are special to her.  She hopes
that Chaya will appreciate them.  

Write a letter to Gitl letting her know that you also have family treasures
that, to a stranger, may seem odd or ugly, but because of their family
connection, in your opinion, the items are priceless.

18. Chaya describes the technique she uses to help remember the names of
her new friends.  Write a letter to Chaya letting her know that you
understand this method, and discussing how you might use it to help
improve your schoolwork.



12

T h e  D e v i l ’s  A r i t h m e t i c

© Copyright 2003, Prestwick House, Inc.

C h a p t e r  7

19. In this chapter, Chaya comes to recognize that she has a gift for story-
telling.  By using this gift, she becomes, for the first time in her life, a
popular girl.  Think about the special gifts or talents you possess.  In one
or two paragraphs, describe how these talents help you make friends or
how, in the future, developing your talents may improve your life.

20. Chaya tells her new friends the plots of the movies she has seen and the
plots of the books she has read.  If you were Chaya, what story plot
might you relate to entertain your friends?  In one or two paragraphs,
write the plot of this tale.  Try to write it informally, as if you were telling
the story to your friends.

21. The badchan is described by Chaya as a Jewish court jester.  He is able to
entertain the wedding guests by making up original poems describing
the guests. The badchan recites a poem about Chaya that, amazingly,
describes her.

Assume that you are the badchan.  Write a poem describing one or more
of the following characters: Grandpa Will, Aunt Eva, and Aaron.
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C h a p t e r  8

22. The imagery in this chapter helps to foreshadow the terrible events to
come and to convey mood.  For example, notice the dreary mood that
the following description of Viosk communicates:

Hannah looked where Fayge was pointing.  In the middle of the
brown landscape, like a dark stain, were three black old-fashioned
cars and twelve army trucks strung out behind.  

Write a description, using imagery that conveys a mood, about your
classroom.  First decide on the mood you want to convey: happy, sad,
safe, etc.  Then compose a paragraph using similes and adjectives that
convey that mood.

23. As Hannah, write a letter to Grandpa Will letting him know that you can
now understand Yiddish phrases.  Use examples of Yiddish words and
phrases from the text to illustrate your knowledge.

24. At the end of the chapter, Hannah tries to warn Reb Boruch about the
Nazis but he dismisses her concerns.  Write a letter to Reb Boruch
admonishing him for his failure to listen to Hannah and confirming that
everything she tells him about the Nazis is true.
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C h a p t e r  9

25. Shmuel and the others cannot believe that the Nazis intend to kill them
all.  They cannot imagine such terrible acts.  To what extent do you
think Shmuel’s attitude is normal?  Under similar circumstances in your
hometown, would you ever be able to accept that soldiers have come to
take your whole community away to be slaughtered?

Write a letter to Shmuel letting him know that you understand why he
cannot accept the truth of what is happening.

26. In this chapter, the words of the badchan cut to the truth of the situation.
Make a list of the badchan’s pronouncements.  Then write a dialogue
between two students discussing the reasons his words are true.  

The dialogue might begin as follows:

First Student: The badchan says, “The snake smiles but it shows no
teeth.”  

Second Student: Yes, it is a metaphor comparing the snake’s smile to
the Nazis’ claim that the Jews are only going to be
relocated.

First Student: That makes sense.  The snake is devious and planning
to strike just as the Nazis’ are planning to kill the
Jews.  Next the badchan says, “…

27. As an editor of a Jewish newspaper, write an editorial discussing the rea-
sons Shmuel and the others begin to sing while riding in the tightly
packed Nazi trucks.
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C h a p t e r  1 0

28. Hannah tries once again to tell everyone that she is from the future, so
they should listen to what she has to say.  Rabbi Boruch responds:

“All children are from the future.  I am from the past.  And the past
tells us what we must do in the future.  That is why adults do the
teaching and the children the learning.  So you must listen to me
when I tell you that what we must do now is pray.  Pray, for we are all
in God’s hands.”

Sometimes the themes of a novel are stated by a minor character in the
story.  Assuming this is true, what general statement about life do you
think the author might be making through Rabbi Boruch’s comments?

Write a dialogue between Hannah and her little brother, Aaron.  In the
conversation, Hannah tries to explain the Rabbi’s words to Aaron.  The
dialogue might begin as follows:

Aaron: I don’t care what the Rabbi has to say.  Children do not
always have to listen.  Adults are not always right.

Hannah: That is only part of what he is saying.  The Rabbi is also…

29. When the train passes some peasants in the field, the Jews call out for
help.  The peasants respond by running their fingers across their throats.
This gesture suggests that the peasants support the actions of the Nazis.
Why do you think people behave this way?  Can you think of any mod-
ern examples of this type of uncaring attitude toward a specific group of
people?

Write a poster to be nailed to the doors of all peasants who turn their
backs to the evil work of the Nazis.  On the poster, in one or two short
sentences, help the peasants to understand why they must, for their own
good, fight evil.

For example:
Fight evil in the world because those who do evil can not be trusted.
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30. Hannah is shocked when the adults make a joke about the smell of burn-
ing flesh.  Write a letter to Hannah explaining to her that humans must
sometimes use humor to keep from crying.  Illustrate your ideas with
incidents from your own life or with incidents you have read about in
books or seen in a movie.

C h a p t e r  1 1

31. Hannah describes the horrible train ride and the inhuman humiliation
the Jews endure once they reach the concentration camp.  Most readers
find the incidents in this chapter painful to read because they are terri-
ble and they are based on true experiences.  Which of the horrors
described in this story was particularly painful for you to read?  In one
or two paragraphs, relate the incident and why you selected it.

32. The narrator relates the story through the perspective of only one char-
acter, Hannah.  Think about the way each of the following characters
responds to the trauma of the train ride and the arrival at the concen-
tration camp: Fayge, Gitl, Shmuel, and Yitzchak.

From the perspective of one of the above characters, describe the train
ride and the arrival at the camp.  You can assume that the men experi-
enced the same sequence of events as the women after arriving at the
camp.

For example, from Shmuel’s perspective:

We have been in this train for four days.  Finally, the doors are opened
and, weak from the trip, we start to stumble out.  The fresh air is wel-
come after the stench of the box car.  I know that several people have
died since the last stop, but the monsters do not seem to see the bodies.

“There are more dead here,” I called to a soldier with blonde hair.
“Leave them!” he said to me as if I were nobody.  “Get down.”  Then the
monster slammed his…
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33. A sign over one of the buildings at the concentration camp reads
“ARBEIT MACHT FREI,” which, loosely translated, means “Work
Makes You Free.” As a reporter from a neutral country who is permitted
by the Germans to document the events at the camp, write a one-or two-
paragraph editorial about the arrival of the train full of Jews.  The title
of the article is “ARBEIT MACHT FREI.”  In the article, discuss the hope
the Rabbi feels when he reads this sign, and contrast that with the real-
ity of the situation.

34. If you were a judge who has been given the authority to punish the Nazi
soldiers at the camp, what punishment might you give them?
Remember that you are magical and can inflict any type of punishment
you want. Think about the behavior of the Nazis and consider the extent
to which you want to inflict on them the kind of pain they inflict on the
Jews.

In one or two paragraphs describe the punishment and why you think it
is appropriate.

C h a p t e r  1 2

35. Write a poem about Hannah’s experiences in this chapter titled “Don’t
Think.  Do.”

36. Despite the horrors of the camp, Gitl is able to laugh.  She says to
Hannah, “Without laughter, there is no hope.  Without hope, there is no
life.”  

In one or two paragraphs, help Hannah to understand the importance of
hope and laughter.  Use incidents from your own experience to illustrate
your ideas.
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37. At the end of this chapter, Hannah dreams of “roast beef, sweet wine,
and bitter herbs.” This line refers back to the Seder meal in the begin-
ning of the book.  Some critics believe that because the bitter herbs are
mentioned twice, they are a symbol in this story.  Write a dialogue
between two students discussing the meaning of the bitter herbs in this
story.  

The dialogue might begin as follows:

First Student: At her family’s Seder, Hannah does not like the 
taste of the herbs.  

Second Student: Yes, she is annoyed by them and says…

C h a p t e r  1 3

38. In this chapter, Hannah is unable to remember.  She is not sure what it
is that she cannot remember, but the feeling disturbs her.  What do you
think Hannah is trying to remember?  Write a letter to Hannah helping
her to remember whatever it is you think she is trying to recall.

39. Hannah ducks a blow from the three-fingered woman.  The blow hits
Shifre instead.  Hannah is sorry that Shifre is hurt, but she is also glad
that the blow missed her.  Can you understand Hannah’s mixed feelings?
Write about an incident from your experience when you had similar
mixed feelings.

40. Hannah compares the Nazi officer with Mr. Unsward from her school.
She almost smiles until she remembers little Tzipporah is dead.  Have
you ever had the urge to laugh at an inappropriate time?  Write a letter
to Hannah sharing the experience and letting her know that inappropri-
ate laughter is a normal human reaction to stress.
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C h a p t e r  1 4

41. Write a list of rules, based on Rivka’s advice on how to stay alive at the
camp.

42. Write a poem titled “Garbage Can Be Paradise” based on the events in
this chapter.

C h a p t e r  1 5

43. In one or two paragraphs, describe how you might apply the following
advice from Rivka to your modern life.

“My mother, may she rest in peace, always said a nemer iz nisht keyn
geber, a taker is not a giver.  And a giver is not a taker either.  Keep
your thanks.  And hand it on.”  

44. Another possible title for the book could be The Chosen.  Write one or
two paragraphs discussing why The Chosen would or would not be a
good title for this story.  Relate incidents from the story to illustrate your
ideas.

45. Hannah makes a reference to the story of Hansel and Gretel.  She says,
“Hansel, let out your finger, that I may see if you are fat or lean.”  

Write a dialogue between two students discussing the ways the incidents
in the fairy tale are similar to those happening in Hannah’s life.

The dialogue might begin as follows:

First Student: Hansel and Gretel are innocent children who are
tempted by the gingerbread house.  How does that
apply here?

Second Student: Well, the witch is pretending to be what she is not.
The Nazis…
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46. Rivka helps Hannah to understand the correct words to use in the camp
to describe different things.  For example, Rivka tells her that to organ-
ize means to “get” or to “steal.”  Write a dictionary of camp terms based
on Rivka’s teachings.

C h a p t e r  1 6

47. As Hannah, write a letter to Aaron telling him about the “Devil’s arith-
metic.”

48. All of the Jews hate the three-fingered woman they call the blokova.
Assume that the three-fingered woman has been put on trial for her
crimes at the camp.  As the blokova, write the speech you might make to
the judge in your own defense.

49. Sometimes an author states the themes of a book through the minor
characters.  What theme do you think Yolen is stating in the following
excerpt from this chapter?

Fayge is telling the story of Israel and his father.  Israel’s father says:

Know, my son, that the enemy will always be with you.  He will be in
the shadow of your dreams and in your living flesh, for he is the other
part of yourself.  There will be times when he will surround you with
walls of darkness.  But remember always that your soul is secure to
you, for your soul is entire, and that he cannot enter your soul, for
your soul is part of God.  

Write a dialogue between two students who are discussing the meaning
of this passage.

The dialogue might begin as follows:

First Student: The passage is saying that evil is part of man.
Second Student: But man must always remember that…
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C h a p t e r  1 7

50. Gitl tells Hannah that there is going to be an escape.  Then she says,

“The reason I am telling you this is that you are our only flesh and
blood.  Our only link with the past.  If something happens to us, you
must remember.  Promise me, Chaya, you will remember.”  

Each generation carries some memory of the previous generation into
the future.  Suppose you were the last member of your family.  What
aspects of your family’s life together do you think you should remember?
In one or two paragraphs, record the important information about your
family that you think needs to be carried into the future.  

For example:

My grandparents raised six children on a poor farm in Kansas.  Despite
their own great need, they always found room at their table for the lone-
ly, hungry man who lived down the street.  Sharing with others is an
important part of our family traditions.

51. Gitl leaves the blokova’s shoes outside for the Germans to find, knowing
that the blokova will be punished.  What do you think of Gitl’s actions?
Do you think she was justified in doing this?  As Gitl, write a diary entry
discussing why you placed the blokova’s shoes outside and how you feel
about your decision to do that.
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C h a p t e r  1 8

52. The Nazis have total power over the Jews, yet, despite this, the Jews are
able to have some small victories.

Write one or two paragraphs proving or disproving the statement above.
Use incidents from the chapter to illustrate your ideas.

53. Hannah tells the others about the future.  Earlier in the story, she tried
to use her foreknowledge to help them avoid the Nazis, but now she is
using it to help them see hope for the future.  She wants those who sur-
vive to carry a message to the future.  The message is that “we will sur-
vive.  The Jews.  That what happens here must never happen again.”  

Think about the world events today.  To what extent do you think the
world has remembered the Holocaust and has been able to prevent sim-
ilar horrors?  As a newspaper editor, write a one-or two-paragraph edi-
torial discussing this idea.

54. As Rivka’s brother Wolfe, write a diary entry describing your days work.

55. Write a conversation between Rivka and Hannah discussing why
Hannah decides to take Rivka’s place as one of the “Chosen.”  

The conversation might begin as follows:

Hannah: Give me your babushka.  I am going instead of you.  The
stupid Nazis will not know the difference.

Rivka: Why, do you do this?
Hannah: For many good reasons.  Because you only have now.  I…
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C h a p t e r  1 9

56. As Hannah, write a letter to Aunt Eva letting her know that you under-
stand why she never married.

57. As Aunt Eva, write a diary entry expressing how you feel when Hannah
suddenly seems to understand why she is named Chaya.

58. At the end of the book, Hannah understands her Grandpa Will better,
but in the story she does not have a conversation with him.  Write a con-
versation Hannah might have with Grandpa Will discussing her new-
found memories.

The dialogue might begin as follows:

Grandpa Will: So you and Aunt Eva have been talking.
Hannah: Yes Grandpa.  I wanted her to know that I remember

now, and I understand the importance of remember-
ing.

Grandpa Will: What, little girl, what do you remember?
Hannah: I remember…

E p i l o g u e

59. Write a list of questions you have about the characters in the story that
are not answered in the Epilogue.

60. Write a one-or two-paragraph persuasive essay responding to the fol-
lowing statement.  In the essay, use incidents from the story to illustrate
your position.

Aunt Eva believes that Hannah and Chaya are the same person.

61. Write a definition of heroism based on the courage of the Jews who were
forced into concentration camps.
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62. The last line in the book reads, “And can remind us that the swallows
still sing around the smokestacks.”  As Chaya, write one or two para-
graphs explaining the meaning of this reference to swallows and smoke-
stacks.  In the paragraph, discuss why it is a good way to end this story.

W r a p - U p

63. Some students have nightmares after reading this story.  In your opinion,
should this novel still be taught, despite these problems?  Write a review
for this novel expressing your views on this topic.

64. What did you learn about life in the concentration camps that may have
surprised you?
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The Devil’s Arithmetic
Test

Matching: Match the word with the correct definition.

1. A religious gathering and feast served 
in a Jewish home A. ARBEIT MACHT 

FREI
B. Chaya

2. Angel of Death C. badchan
D. Malach ha-mavis

3. life E. Seder

4. A person who is like a Jewish court jester
who makes up insightful poems

5. Work makes you free

Multiple Choice

6. Hannah is transported to the past when
A. she eats the bitter herbs.
B. she falls asleep at the table.
C. she opens the door, symbolically letting Elijah enter.
D. Grandpa Will sings her favorite song.
E. her hair is cut off.

7. At the conclusion of the train ride, Hannah
A. wishes that she had let Rachel be her best friend.
B. is finally able to convince Shmuel that she is from the future.
C. refuses to say the Jewish prayers with the Rabbi.
D. is sick to her stomach.
E. passes out from the smell of fresh air.
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8. Uncle Shmuel confesses to Hannah that
A. he is afraid of marriage.
B. he wishes Gitl would get married and leave his house forever.
C. he is afraid of the marriage ceremony, but not of the marriage.
D. sometimes he is frightened by bad dreams about smokestacks.
E. Fayge does not want any children of her own.

9. The woman with three fingers tells the zugangi that
A. Schnell is the most important word they must learn.
B. they never say “no” when given an order.
C. Jews must never look a German soldier in the eye.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C

10. When Hannah, Tzipporah, and Gitl are finally shown to the barracks,
Hannah is shocked 
A. when Tzipporah begins to sing.
B. when she hears Gitl laughing.
C. because there are men and women housed in the same 

barracks.
D. by the sight of so many dead bodies.
E. because the barracks is full of children.

11. Hannah first meets Rivka when Rivka
A. hands Hannah a bowl.
B. takes the bed next to Hannah.
C. comes into the showers to cut off Hannah’s hair.
D. bumps into Hannah on the train.
E. tells Hannah she cannot remember something that hasn’t 

happened yet.

12. Rivka’s brother is
A. Hannah’s Grandpa Will.
B. Wolfe.
C. a Sonderkommando, one of the walking dead.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C
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13. Which of the following statements is NOT a piece of advice Rivka
gives to Hannah?
A. You must learn to read numbers.
B. To stay alive, sometimes you must let people go.
C. Never stand next to someone with a G for Greek in her 

number.
D. People with lower numbers can help to “organize” things.
E. The blokova is just another Jew trying to survive.

14. At the concentration camp, Hannah is given a job
A. at the midden.
B. in the kitchen hauling water.
C. hauling wood with the men.
D. taking care of the children.
E. polishing germans’ boots.

15. The prisoners refer to the commandant as
A. a shmatte.
B. a cock-a-doodle-do.
C. Sir.
D. the badchan of the camp.
E. Mr. Little.

16. The title of this novel refers to
A. the number of Jews killed in concentration camps.
B. the numbers tatooed onto the arms of the prisoners.
C. the number of days a prisoner can manage to stay alive.  Each

day Hannah manages to stay alive is added together.  One plus
one plus one…

D. the numbers on the uniforms of the German soldiers.
E. the great number of people who are crammed into cattle cars by

the uncaring soldiers.
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17. After the escape attempt
A. the blokova loses another finger.
B. Gitl places the blokova’s shoes outside the barracks so the

Germans will think she was involved.
C. Fayge is executed with Shmuel.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C

18. Reuven is dead because
A. he did not get enough food.
B. he became injured and went to the hospital for help.
C. he did not hide in the midden, so the commandant sent him to

join his dead mother.
D. Hannah forgot to wake him up.
E. he touched the commandant’s clean boots.

19. The orders from Berlin to immediately process all new prisoners is
referred to by Berlin as
A. The Final Solution.
B. an economic necessity.
C. an act of patriotism.
D. the most humane way to handle the Jewish problem.
E. God’s work.

20. Hannah takes Rivka’s place as one of the “Chosen” because
A. Hannah knows that she will live again in the future, but Rivka

only has now.
B. Hannah does not want Wolfe to be forced to process his sister.
C. she does not want to live anymore.
D. if Rivka lives, then Rivka will be able to help more newcomers

adjust to life at the camp.
E. she hopes that by doing so, she will be returned to the future.
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Student Answer Sheet

Name:____________________________

1._____ 11._____

2._____ 12._____

3._____ 13._____

4._____ 14._____

5._____ 15._____

6._____ 16._____

7._____ 17._____

8._____ 18._____

9._____ 19._____

10._____ 20._____
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2.__D__ 12.__E__

3.__B__ 13.__E__

4.__C__ 14.__B__

5.__A__ 15.__B__

6.__C__ 16.__C__

7.__A__ 17.__E__

8.__C__ 18.__C__

9.__D__ 19.__A _

10.__B__ 20.__A__
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