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To  T h e  Te a c h e r

In order to allow the teacher maximum flexibility in his or her
approach, we have grouped the prompts by sections.  The teacher
may, therefore, assign specific prompts or allow the students to
select one or more prompts from each section

For E t h a n  F r o m e , we also have these materials:

Teaching Unit
Book
Audio
Video

See our catalogue, visit our web site at www.prestwickhouse.com
or call 1-800-932-4593 for more information.
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To The Student

Although we may read a novel, play, or work of non-fiction for enjoyment,
each time we read one, we are building and practicing important basic reading
skills. In our ever-more complex society, in which reading has become more and
more crucial for success, this, in itself, is an important reason to spend time
reading for enjoyment.

Some readers, however, are able to go beyond basic reading techniques and
are able to practice higher thinking skills by reflecting on what they have read
and how what they read affects them. It is this act of reflection–that is, stopping
to think about what you are reading–that this journal is attempting to
encourage.

To aid you, we have included writing prompts for each section; however, if
you find something that you wish to respond to in the book more compelling
than our prompts, you should write about that. We hope you enjoy reading this
book and that the act of responding to what you have read increases this
enjoyment.

After you read the indicated sections, choose the questions to which you
will respond. Keep in mind that there are no right or wrong answers to these
prompts, and there is no one direction in which you must go.
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I n t r o d u c t i o n

1. Edith Wharton, the author of Ethan Frome, has written that she set this
novel in New England after having spent years in that section of our
country.  After researching New England, copy down and complete the
following sentences:

A. There are ____ New England states; their names and abbreviations
are:______________________________________________.

B. The New England states are located geographically in the 
____________________ part of the United States.

C. The coastline which runs along many of the New England states over-
looks the ______________________ Ocean.

2. What does the author say are the only two things of any value to readers
an author can explain?  To answer this question, copy down the exact
words the author uses.  Be sure to put her words in quotation marks.

E t h a n  F r o m e

3. When this novel opens, it is written in the first person. A narrator tells us
that he is learning what happened to Ethan Frome twenty-four years ago.
The narrator becomes interested in Ethan because of the strangeness of his
appearance.  We often judge people negatively by their appearance and
sometimes find out later that we were wrong in our judgement.  Suppose
you are walking around the Mall with your best friend and see a person
with stringy hair, big, dark glasses, torn jeans, and a new-looking black
leather jacket.  Complete the following conversation you would have with
your friend about your judgement of that person:

You: Did you see that?
Friend: He reminds me of…
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4. When Harmon Gow tells the narrator that he thinks Ethan Frome will live
to be a hundred, the narrator says, “He looks as if he is dead and in hell
now.” Make a list of all of the physical characteristics of Ethan Frome
which are described on pages 1 and 2.  Then, thinking of a man in your
own town you do not know but see fairly often, write a similar description
of him.  Write your description in complete sentences.

5. New England winters can very cold, ice and snow laden, and bring, as we
read about in the case of Starkfield, a “deadness of the community.”  Think
about last year’s months of January and February in your own community.
Imagine that spring, to your great relief,  finally has arrived.  Write a six-
line poem describing your feelings about the two months of winter which
have just passed.  It does not have to rhyme.  The following  is an example
of a first line:

Gun grey clouds hovering over frozen streets,

6. The narrator describes Ruth Varnum as “always as nervous as a rat.”  A
phrase which compare things which do not resemble each other using the
word “like” or “as” is known as a simile, which is what Ruth Varnum’s
phrase is.  Complete the words below with a simile.  Then, use the new
phrase in a complete sentence.

1. as strong as... 6. as crazy as...
2. as weak as... 7. as mean as...
3. as happy as... 8. as sweet as...
4. as dumb as... 9. as pretty as...
5. as smart as... 10. as ugly as...
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7. Harmon Gow’s New England dialect is quite apparent in his conversation
with the narrator.  Find the paragraph with the dialect that begins, “Well,
matters ain’t gone any too well with him,” Harmon said.” Rewrite the
entire paragraph using standard English. 

8. Descriptions of snowfalls can be among the most beautiful in literature.
The sentence, “The height of the white waves massed against the garden
fence and along the wall of the church showed that the storm must have
been going all night...” is one of these.  One of the most famous of all
sentences about snow falling is written by the Irish author, James Joyce, in
a short story titled, “The Dead.”  There he wrote, “His soul swooned
slowly as he heard the snow falling faintly through the universe and faintly
falling, like the descent of their last end, upon all the living and the dead.”
Write two sentences you can think of about snow and/or snow falling.

9. The author writes a vivid description of Ethan Frome’s house.  All of us
live in a building of one sort or another, whether in a house standing alone
or an apartment in a building.  Write a detailed description of your home
or the building in which your home is located.  Things to include, among
others are: the material it is made of, how many floors it is, whether it has
a basement or fireplace, what kind of windows and doors it has, etc.  Be
sure to use complete sentences in your description.
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C h a p t e r  I

10. This chapter takes the story of Ethan Frome back to when he is a young
man, before the accident which has left him physically damaged.  You will
notice that the previous narrator is no longer telling the story.  The novel
and its story now is being told in third-person. It is a clear, cold midnight
with snow on the ground as Ethan arrives at the church basement to pick
up his wife’s young cousin, Mattie Silver, who lives with them, from a
dance there.  Ethan is looking through the church window.  The book
says, “Frome’s heart is beating fast.”  Make a prediction from this sentence
about some things you think could possibly happen in the novel
concerning Ethan, Mattie, and her sister.  Your prediction possibilities
should be written as a paragraph and in complete sentences.  Your first
sentence might begin:

I think it’s possible that Ethan...

11. The author, Willa Cather, does not paint a pretty picture of Ethan’s wife,
Zeena.  Make a list of six things the author has written about Zeena in this
chapter, which point up that she is not a very likeable character. Be sure
to use quotation marks for the sentences or phrases you use that are taken
directly from the pages.  

12. Imagine that you are Zeena and that you are not happy about having your
cousin Mattie living with you.  Write a letter which Zeena would have
written to a friend who had moved away from Starkfield two years ago,
before Mattie arrived.  In the letter, tell that friend of your feelings about
the situation with Zeena and her physical health.
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C h a p t e r  I I

13. There were no cars at the time this novel is set; sleighs were used for trans-
portation in winter. Young people in Starkfield also had sleds with which
to coast down icy, snowy inclines for dangerous thrills.  Ned Hale and
Ruth Varnum’s brush with death happens on a night run when they nearly
crash into an elm tree. Suppose that you are the Mayor of Starkfield.
Because you feel that it is too dangerous to go sledding after dark, you get
the City Council to pass a law forbidding it.  Write the announcement you
would put in the daily paper informing the townspeople of the new law
and why you feel it is needed.

14. When Ethan and Mattie arrive home after the dance, the key to the back
door is missing.  Zenna usually leaves it under the mat when she has gone
to sleep.  When Zeena opens the door to them, she explains that she did
not leave the key because she could not sleep.  Assuming this was not the
truth, what reason do you think Zeena has for locking out Mattie and
Ethan?

C h a p t e r  I I I

15. Mattie’s family background is an unhappy one.  It is the early 1900’s.
When her parents died,  young Mattie was left homeless and penniless,
and her relations would not help her.  Her health breaks under the strain
of trying to earn a living.  The only thing left for her to do is take work as
a hired girl with Zeena and Ethan. Think about what would happen to an
uneducated girl today in the same circumstances.  Make a list of four
options that a girl in the present day would have in order not to have to
work as a maid for a relative.  Be sure that each option is written in
complete sentences.  Then write which of the four options you would feel
would be the best one for a girl like Mattie and why.
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16. Though Zeena does not seem to like Mattie very much and is quite critical
of the way she does things, their relationship becomes less stressful as
time passes.  Living in a home with tension and ill-feeling is not a pleasant
thing.  Using an experience of your own or that of someone close to you,
write about a way you have seen that improves family tensions and
changes them for the better.

17. When Zeena tells Ethan that she is going to spend the night with her aunt
in order to see a doctor the following day, his mind begins to race.  He
realizes that he will be alone overnight with Mattie.  Suppose you are
Ethan.  Write the internal dialogue you would be having when you realize
this.  Begin your paragraph with the following sentence:

I cannot believe that Zeena would leave me alone overnight with
Mattie!…

C h a p t e r  I V

18. There is much written in this chapter about silences.  Ethan’s mother, with
whom he lived before he is married, is not mentally well.  She hears
voices. When Zeena comes to help Ethan care for his mother before they
are married, she breaks the silences of his home.  After their marriage, she,
too, falls silent.  We all are in charge of our own silences.  Think about
how much silence there is in your life.  Look back on your life yesterday.
Then try to construct a hourly picture of when you were silent during
your waking hours.  You can do this by following the model below:

Yesterday:   6:30 AM Asleep
6:35 AM Shouted to Mom, “I’m awake!”
6:36 AM Silent
7:00 AM Argued with my brother
7:10 AM Breakfast-Silent
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19. Because there were no cars in this novel, horses are a large part of the
story.  You have encountered the following words in the novel:

1.  sorrel 2.  roan 3.  bay

Look up each in a dictionary or an encyclopedia and write down their
definitions.   Choose one of the three and write a story about it for a school
newspaper which would be titled:  “The Horse For Me.”

20. Ethan has lied to Zeena to avoid taking her to her aunt’s home.  He tells
her that he cannot take her because he has to collect some money from
Andrew Hale.  To cover his lie he tries to get an “advance”  from Mr. Hale
and is very embarrassed to be refused.  Asking for money from a person is
not an easy thing to do.  A famous Shakespearean quotation from Hamlet
says, “Neither a borrower nor a lender be.”  Suppose you are having a
discussion with a friend about borrowing and lending. Complete he
following dialogue which express your feelings about this:

You: That Shakespeare, maybe he has something there. But then again,
what about when the one asking is your best friend, like you, for
instance?

Friend:
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21. After his wife’s favorite pickle dish is broken when the cat backs into it
during his dinner with Mattie, Ethan solves the problem with another
deception.  This one is different than the first lie he told.  This deception
will not be verbal.  He will hide the broken dish, then glue it together,
hoping that his wife will not find out that it had been broken.  Suppose
that you are Ethan, and Zeena, after coming home from her aunt’s home,
has found the pickle dish before you had a chance to glue it back together.
Complete the following dialogue in which you try to explain how the dish
was broken:

Zeena: Ethan! Ethan! Come here!  My pickle dish...what on earth has
happened to my pickle dish?

Ethan:

22. Even though Ethan and Mattie have had not had any physical relationship
despite their feelings for each other, what is your reaction to their involve-
ment?  Choose one of the following possibilities as the one you would
favor as an outcome for their situation and give your reasons for feeling
that way:

1. Ethan and Mattie decide that, no matter what anyone thinks, they
want be together, and leaving Zeena, they elope.

OR

2. As often happens, Mattie’s feelings for Ethan wear off. She decides to
marry Denis Eady. Zeena gets well with some new medicine, changes
her mean ways, and Ethan falls in love with her. 
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C h a p t e r  V

23. The scene with Ethan and Mattie beside the fireplace seems idyllic.  Ethan
is smoking his pipe, the fire is glowing, Mattie is sewing as she sits in the
rocking chair, and the silence is soothing.  The cat is “watching them with
narrowed eyes.”  Ethan and Mattie, in their own ways, are dreaming that
this is really their life, and not a pretense. Suppose you were that cat and
could talk.  What would you tell Ethan and Mattie about the dangers of
allowing themselves to dream of being together?     

24. Ethan speaks again of taking Mattie coasting on the sled, but says that they
couldn’t have done that on this night because it is “as dark as Egypt out-
doors” and that they would go the next night if there were a moon.  This
seems almost as if Ethan were making their sledding into having a “date”
with Mattie.  Suppose that Zeena were delayed at her aunt’s home and
Ethan and Mattie actually do go sledding the following night.  Choose any
reasonable possibility below as something which happens as they are
sledding and write what the final outcome of that would be. One example
might be:

Ethan and Mattie tumble off the sled, and laughing, fall into each other’s
arms and end up kissing.  They are seen by Denis Eady, who…

25. In this chapter, we see a lovely description of all the things found in a
simple kitchen in an early 1900’s New England home.  Make a list of eight
things which can be found in this kitchen that would not be found in most
kitchens today.  Opposite each one, write what appliance replaced it or
why it is no longer used. 

26. Ethan and Mattie, though alone and with ample opportunity, do not even
touch hands during their evening together.  We know, however, that their
attraction to each other as they sit alone is great.  Imagine that Ethan
keeps a secret diary. Write Ethan’s diary entry about their time together.
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C h a p t e r  V I

27. As you know from other novels you have read, some have chapter titles as
well as chapter numbers.  The chapter titles give a clue as to what is going
to be found in the chapter.  Now that you have read five chapters, it might
be fun to give them chapter titles to go along with their numbers.  Leaf
back through the chapters to refresh your memory of what is in each and
then write an appropriate title for each one.

28. Ethan has not forgotten to look for glue with which to repair the broken
pickle dish before Zeena arrives home when he takes the lumber to town.
He meets Denis Eady who looks for the glue in his father’s shop  and is
unable to find any.  Suppose you are Denis Eady and suspicious of Ethan
because Mattie lives in his home.  Complete the following dialogue you
would have with your friend if you were Denis, which would show how
you feel about Ethan:

Denis: He’s a quiet one, that Ethan.  But we all know that “still waters
run deep.”  I wouldn’t trust him as far as I could throw him.  And
poor Mattie has to live in that house with him and that witch of
a wife he has.

Friend:

29. When Ethan arrives back from town after delivering the lumber, he is
anxious to glue the pickle dish back together before Zeena arrives home,
but to his dismay, he learns that Zeena is already there.  He is also puzzled
about why his hired hand, Jotham Powell, who brought Zeena home from
the train, won’t stay for a free meal.  Think about the possibilities which
would account for Jotham’s refusal.  Choose one and write about it in a
paragraph. You could use the following as its opening sentence, but the
choice is yours:

When Jotham and Zeena were riding home together from the train
perhaps...
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30. This chapter closes with a description of dinnertime in the Frome kitchen
again.  It cites all the things which are much the same as they were last
evening when Ethan and Mattie were there alone. Write in a paragraph in
your own words about what you see as the differences between the Frome
kitchen of this evening and last evening.

C h a p t e r  V I I

31. A good writer selects words carefully in order to make writing more vivid
and interesting.  Adjectives, which show the characteristics of a noun or
pronoun, do this well.  Below is a list from this chapter of adjectives and
the words they describe.  Copy the list, and beside each re-write the phrase
using a new adjective which you think would describe the nouns in a
different way than the author did in this chapter.

1. consecrated formula 5. frowning brows
2. scarce resources 6. mental calculation
3. weak flame 7. shrill words
4. irretrievable advantage 8. listless creature

32. Zeena tells Ethan that Dr. Buck has said she needs an operation, which, of
course, in times before health insurance, would cost a great deal of money.
Ethan tells her that there is no money for the operation and they quarrel.
Re-read the dialogue of their quarrel.  Suppose both you and your best
friend were able to witness this quarrel unseen. Complete the following
dialogue in which you and your friend take sides as to who is right and
who is wrong:

You: Ethan is definitely right.

Friend: How can you say that?  Look at...
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33. When Zeena tells Ethan that she is going to send Mattie away, Ethan is
enraged.  “For a moment such a flame of hate rose in him that it ran down
his arm and clenched his fist against her.  He took a wild step forward and
then stopped.”  Imagine that Ethan is not able to stop himself and he
actually hits Zeena.  Offer Ethan some advice as an advice columnist like
“Dear Abby” in a newspaper.

34. Zeena does not come down to dinner.  After Mattie and Ethan sit down to
eat, Mattie senses that something is wrong and guesses that Zeena is going
to send her away.  Throwing caution to the winds, the couple “melt”
together, seemingly heedless of the fact that Zenna is upstairs.  Suppose
you are Mattie, and you decide there is one of three things you could do
to avoid being separated from Ethan.  Choose one from the three actions
below, explaining why you chose that one:

A. You would go upstairs and plead with Zeena not to send you away,
telling her you would work your fingers to the bone to try to do
everything exactly as she wishes it to be done.
OR

B. You would marry Denis Eady in order to stay in Starkfield to be near
Ethan, but would plan on having an ongoing affair with him despite
being married to Denis.
OR

C. Another plan of action.

35. The author has dropped hints that Zeena may know more about the
relationship between Ethan and Mattie than she is letting on.  One hint in
this chapter is, “ ‘No, They’re in a place you don’t know about,’ Zeena
answered darkly, with one of her secret looks.”  What is your opinion of
how much Zeena suspects about Mattie and Ethan?  Leaf back though the
novel to find a passage or two that reinforce your opinion and copy down
that phrase or sentence (s).
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36. When Zeena finds her precious pickle dish broken, she blames Mattie for
it with the words, “You’re a bad girl, Mattie Silver...and now you’ve took
from me the one I cared for most of all–...”  Suppose you are having a con-
versation about this scene with a classmate.  You think that Zeena really is
talking about the pickle dish.  Your classmate thinks, that Zeena, perhaps
unconsciously,  is referring to Mattie stealing away Ethan from her.  What
arguments would you make for your opinion that what Zeena is saying is
actually what she means?  

37. In this novel, the cat is playing more of a role than is usual for a pet. You
will notice that the cat, despite its presence throughout the novel, is not
given a name.  Why do you suppose the author did not name the cat?
When you decide your opinion about that, write it down, and complete
the following sentence:

If I were the author, I would have given the cat a name, and that name
would be_________________  because __________________. 

C h a p t e r  V I I I

38. This chapter begins with a detailed description of all the things in the
“retreat” Ethan had made for himself in a small room behind the “best
parlour.”  Having a place completely of one’s own to retreat to must be a
pleasure indeed.  Imagine that you had a chance to fashion a retreat for
yourself.  Describe where and what kind of a room it would be and list
everything you would like to have in it.
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39. When Ethan comes back to the kitchen after checking the property, it is
empty.  He then finds a message Mattie has written to him on a scrap of
paper with the three words, “Don’t trouble, Ethan.”  Write the interpreta-
tion you would put on the words that Mattie has written.  Begin your para-
graph about this with:

Those three words mean a lot.  Mattie probably is thinking...

40. As Ethan sits in his retreat, he thinks about where his life is now, in his

28th year.  He thinks of all the hopes he had had–“Other possibilities
[which] had been in him, possibilities sacrificed, one by one, to Zeena’s
narrow-mindedness and ignorance.”  We read in earlier chapters that
Ethan is interested in science and engineering.  Imagine that Ethan’s
mother had been a strong woman and had made a success of the lumber
mill herself.  That would have meant Ethan never would have had Zeena
under his roof to care for his mother, nor would he have married her.  He
then would have been free to pursue his love of engineering.  In that
event, his life would have gone that way instead of the way it did; explain
where you think Ethan would be living and what he would be doing.  

41. We see the conflicts and choices Ethan is facing: his love for Mattie is at
war with his marriage to Zeena.  After considering Ethan’s thoughts, write
what you think is the best thing Ethan should do and why you feel that
way.  

I think Ethan should:

42. One of the loveliest descriptive passages of night becoming illuminated by
the moon’s rise can be found in this chapter.  Re-read that paragraph to
appreciate all the powerful images the author has made.  Try out your own
creative talents by writing as lovely a paragraph as you can about moon-
light and the night. 
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43. In the morning, Ethan is beginning to believe that Zeena will not really
carry out her threat to send Mattie away, but he soon finds out he is wrong.
Jotham Powell tells him that Zeena has already arranged for Mattie and
her trunk to be taken to the six o’clock train for Stamford. Mattie knows
now that she is actually being sent away.  Write a letter to Ethan from
Mattie as her final goodbye to him in which she tells him how much she
loves him and what she thinks her life will be like without him.

44. In the second to last paragraph in this chapter, we see Ethan’s despair and
that he can see no way out of the trap he feels his life has become.  He
seems to be a beaten man.  The term “devil’s advocate” is used sometimes
to describe a person who takes an opposite view for the purposes of an
argument.  Imagine yourself as a “devil’s advocate”; you feel that Zeena is
the person who needs to be taken care of, that Ethan is emotionally
immature and selfish, and that he deserves his suffering.  You should write
at least two paragraphs. Begin your argument with the following:

Ethan has shown that he is immature right from the first when he was
afraid to live alone after his mother died.  If he...    

C h a p t e r  I X

45. In this chapter Wharton describes Ethan as talking “gaily” and  also that
“he laughed.”  In the first part of the chapter, however we were led to
believe that Ethan is angry and depressed at losing Mattie. Imagine what
could account for this change in his mood. He is driving Mattie to a train
which will be carrying her away from him forever. Write a letter from
Ethan to Mattie explaining why he is acting happy.
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46. As Ethan and Mattie drive around Shadow Pond, the afternoon sun is
shining, the fields are glistening, and there is a warm stillness over the
purity of the snow.  The author seems to be inviting us to see a happy
couple in an Eden-like setting.  But when they alight from the sleigh in the
woods, they are in “a shy secret spot, full of the same dumb melancholy
that Ethan felt in his heart.”  What feelings do you have about what is
happening to Ethan and Mattie? Which of the two choices below you
think is the truer situation and give your reasons why you feel that way:

A. This is the beginning to a life of happiness Ethan and Mattie

OR

B. They both know that this is the last day they will ever have together

47. As they continue to drive to the train station, they talk about “what might
have been.”  When Ethan thinks about Mattie marrying someone else, he
angrily says, “I’d a’most rather have you dead than that!”  Even in present
day, we hear many times of angry,  jealous people making that same threat.
Write a short article (about 500 words) for a magazine about the dangers
of jealous love, which ends in violence.  Propose solutions in the last half
of the article to prevent love from erupting into violence. 

48. Many times in novels, authors use a device called foreshadowing, which
gives the reader a feeling that of something else happening in the future.
We saw this device used when, in another chapter, Ethan had told Mattie
that he would take her coasting.  Another foreshadowing of their coasting
together in this chapter is an earlier mention of Ned Hale and Ruth
Varnum almost being killed by coasting into an elm tree when they were
happily engaged.  List some portions of dialogue in this chapter that are
examples of foreshadowing.  



22

E t h a n  F r o m e

© Copyright 2001, Prestwick House, Inc.

49. Mattie says to Ethan, “Right into the big elm.  You said you could.  So ’t
we’d never have to leave each other any more.” Ethan attempts to crash
the sled with him and Mattie into the elm tree.  Imagine that you were a
police officer whose job it is to reconstruct the scene of the accident.
Write the report you would hand in to your superior officer about it.

50. The first-person narrator of the first part of this novel reappears. He is
entering Ethan’s kitchen. He speaks of the two women he sees and says he
can not distinguish which woman is Mattie and which Zeena.  List some
things you feel could allow the narrator to know who is who, based on
your knowledge of the characters. You may use physical or emotional
characteristics.  

51. We learn from Ruth Hale that no one else but she has seen the three sad
people living together after the accident  Not until, that is, the narrator
had been allowed to visit with them and stay the night at the farm. Ruth
tells him of how the roles of Mattie and Zeena have become reversed over
the twenty years since the accident.  Write a letter to any of the three main
characters and in it, explain what you feel that person’s main failing is and
what caused his or her to be in the present horrible situation.

52. Mrs. Hale is very honest with the narrator when she tells him that right
after the accident, she wished that Mattie had died. Write a letter to Mrs.
Hale telling her what you think of her feelings about wanting Mattie not
to have survived.  Begin your letter as follows:

Dear Mrs. Hale,

Do you think it’s a proper thing for one person to wish another dead?
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53. It might be argued that none of the characters in this well-written novel
are very appealing.  However, one feels sympathy for the many trials all of
them have gone through in the story.  Write a conversation with a friend
about which person in the novel suffered the most and why.

W r a p - u p

54. Thinking as a publisher of books, ask the author to write a sequel to Ethan
Frome?  Give two reasons why you feel it would lend itself to having a
sequel written and two reasons why you believe that it would not.

55. Every story has a high point, also known as a climax.  Explain which part
of this novel which would be its high point, and describe that climax in a
detailed manner.

56. If you could change the ending to this novel in any way, what would that
be?

57. You are Julia Roberts.  You have been offered your choice of the role of
Mattie or Zeena in a new film of Ethan Frome. You also have a choice of
shooting the film in any location you wish.  Which of the roles would you
choose to play and why?  (Males who are doing this question will just
have to pretend they are Julia Roberts.)  Where would you choose to have
the film made?
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58. Choose one character from the novel that you find the most interesting.
Explain what you think your character will be doing ten years from the
end of the book and what his or her life will be like at that time.

59. In complete sentences, summarize the three things you like best and the
three things you liked least about Ethan Frome.

60. When you read the last page of this novel, what were your thoughts and/or
feelings?
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T e s t

1. Ethan Frome was injured when he was a young man in a
A. car crash.
B. sledding accident.
C. fall from a horse.
D. logging accident.

2. Ethan marries Zeena, primarily, because he is
A. a victim of hormonal urges.
B. indebted to her for taking care of his mother.
C. under the delusion that she has money.
D. lonely and wishes to have someone to speak with.
E. forced into it by relatives.

3. We are told that Ethan would have never married Zeena
A. if she had not tricked him.
B. if he had realized her true personality.
C. if it had been spring.
D. if he had even a little money.
E. if he had not felt sorry for her.

4. Ethan and the narrator
A. have been to Florida.
B. have an interest in science and engineering.
C. have fathers who died violent deaths.
D. have unhappy marriages.
E. Both A and B

5. The one time we see Zeena cry is 
A. when she hears about the accident.
B. when Ethan defies her and takes Mattie to the station himself.
C. when she tells Ethan she is much sicker than he thinks she is.
D. when the injured Mattie is carried into the Hale house.
E. when she finds her broken red pickle dish.
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6. In the prologue, before Chapter 1, where does the narrator first take notice
of Ethan Frome?
A. at Mrs. Hale’s house
B. in the post office
C. at the saw mill
D. at the train station
E. in the town’s only restaurant

7. The narrator spends a night at Ethan’s house because
A. he feels he cannot turn down the invitation without offending Ethan.
B. he is forced to because he could go no further in the snowstorm.
C. Mrs. Hale arranges it on that night because she can’t put up the 

narrator.
D. he knows Ethan needs the money.
E. both C and D

8. When Harmon Gow says that Ethan will live to be a hundred, the narra-
tor thinks that 
A. Ethan will be lucky to last a year.
B. Ethan looks a little older than he is.
C. Ethan looks as if he is already dead and in hell now.
D. Ethan is in good shape for a man his age.
E. Both A and B

9. As the story opens, how many years have passed since the accident?
A. 4 years
B. 9 years
C. 14 years
D. 19 years
E. 24 years

10. By the end of the novel, the reader realizes that Mattie does not go with
Denis Eady in his horse sleigh because Mattie
A. is a very prejudiced person who cannot stand Irish-Catholics.
B. is afraid of soiling her reputation.
C. is not sure she could control her own passion if left alone with him.
D. loves Ethan.
E. knows that Zeena had planned to trap and discredit her.
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11. Ethan has to withdraw from college after one year because
A. his grades are too low.
B. his mother gets sick.
C. his father dies.
D. a fire destroys much of the family’s belongings and all their money.
E. the bank is going to foreclose on the farm.

12. Within a year of their marriage, Zeena
A. becomes sickly.
B. tells Ethan that she is not really going to have a baby.
C. tells Ethan that she doesn’t love him now and never has loved him.
D. loses all her money.
E. takes up with another man.

13. From his relationship with Mattie, Ethan gets
A. sensitivity.
B. warmth.
C. charity.
D. money
E. A, B, and C

14. Mattie’s main reason for coming to live with the Fromes is
A. to find a husband.
B. to go to a nearby college.
C. to help Zeena with the chores.
D. to find shelter after her father dies and leaves her a pauper.
E. Both A and B

15. Ethan’s plan to get some money from Hale and leave town with Mattie falls
apart when
A. Mr. Hale suspects what he is up to.
B. Mr. Hale tells how he is about to die and has little money to leave his

family.
C. Mrs. Hale speaks kindly to Ethan.
D. Mrs. Hale warns him of what will happen to Zeena if he leaves.
E. Ethan looks back and sees Zeena crying in the doorway.
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16. The only time in the story when Ethan explicitly defies Zeena is when he
A. insists on taking Mattie to the train.
B. refuses to accompany Mattie home from the dances.
C. refuses to invite Denis Eady home for supper.
D. insists on firing the new girl.
E. refuses to say how the pickle dish got broken.

17. On those occasions when Ethan tells Mattie “come along,” it reveals
A. his desire to control her.
B. his inability to express himself.
C. his reluctance to speak with her.
D. his jealousy of Denis Eady.
E. his need to communicate.

18. When Ethan sees Ruth and Ned kissing under the tree he
A. is jealous of their love.
B. is happy for Ruth, for whom he has always felt sorry. 
C. is angered and disturbed by their public display of affection.
D. compares them to himself and Mattie.
E. both B and D

19. Zeena uses the new doctor’s advice 
A. as an excuse to get rid of Mattie.
B. to prove the need for an expensive operation.
C. as a reason to hire a girl to do the housework.
D. to buy more expensive medicines.
E. Both A and C

20. The narrator, notices that the person now doing most of the housework at
the end of the story is
A. the new girl that Ethan does not wish to initially hire.
B. Zeena.
C. Mattie.
D. Mrs. Hale.
E. Ethan.
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S t u d e n t  A n s w e r  S h e e t
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