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The Sun Also Rises
Objectives

By the end of this unit, the student will be able to

1. cite and discuss the difficulties the expatriates of WWI faced after the war, specifically, their
loss of values, spirituality, and direction in their lives.

2. contrast Jake’s realistic approach to life with Cohn’s idealistic approach; consider both
men’s:
• views of sports
• definitions of love
• abilities to fit in socially
• abilities to accept disappointment

3. discuss the protagonist’s opinion of organized religion regarding:
• love of the Church’s rituals and atmosphere
• his problems praying
• the inability of the church to help him restructure his life

4. comment on the expatriates’ view of death as it relates to both the enjoyment of life and the
inevitability of death; discuss bullfighting as it relates to living and dying.

5. state the significance of the novel’s title as it relates to:
• Belmonte being replaced by Romero as the greatest bull fighter
• the possibility of the expatriates returning to normal lives

6. discuss what you believe would be in the author’s definition of friendship.

7. cite and discuss the characters who possess the maturity and ability to control emotions in
social situations, and their ability to accept the flaws of others.

8. discuss the author’s use of the following literary devices:
• satire
• anecdote
• humor
• sarcasm

9. point out the author’s use of irony as it relates to Brett’s love for Jake, and Jake’s criticism
of Cohn’s idealism.

10. identify three incidents in the story where water of some sort helps the protagonist
experience renewal.



11. discuss the limitations of a first person narrative and point out when the narrator breaks
away from it to confide some information directly to the reader.

12. discuss how Hemingway uses the following images, and their significance:
• the way the steers calm the bulls
• stuffed dogs

13. discuss the author’s style of writing regarding:
• his use of dialogue to reveal character traits and motivations
• his use of short, simple sentences

14. discuss the characteristics of a Hemingway code hero as seen in Romero; point out the extent
to which Jake possesses these traits:
• composed and in control of a situation
• courageous - avoids death, but not afraid of it
• self disciplined - is in control of his emotions
• skillfulness
• loyalty to friends

15. define anti-Semitism and locate examples of religious slurs in the novel and comment on the
impact this prejudice has on Cohn’s acceptance by the others.

16. point out the qualities of a great bullfighter and the characteristics of a true aficionado.

17. write a character profile of Lady Ashley and discuss your feelings about her and her impact
on the story.



The Sun Also Rises
Test

1. Cohn learns to box at Princeton because
A. he knows there is a war pending and he want to be as prepared as possible.
B. he needs to defend himself from the terrible physical abuse he receives from his fellow 

students because he is Jewish.
C. he wants the inner comfort of knowing he has the ability to knock down anyone who is 

mean to him.
D. his girlfriend is impressed by boxing and Cohn allows her to direct his life.

2. Brett’s short hair is unusual for its time and is meant to imply that she
A. has the sexual habits and freedom of a man.
B. served in the war and learned to simplify her life.
C. is so beautiful that she does not need an elaborate hairstyle to attract men.
D. takes her beauty for granted and puts forth no effort to enhance her natural attributes.

3. Brett’s relationship with Jake is ironic because
A. Brett finally finds a man she can love, but he is impotent and unable to meet her physical 

needs.
B. Brett loves Jake, but is still attracted to other men, including Cohn.
C. Jake introduces her to Cohn, and encourages a relationship between them.
D. Jake finds his friendship with Brett painful because she sleeps with so many different 

men.

4. Which of the following incidents from the story best illustrates the concept that Jake is a
realist who tries to face facts and find practical solutions to life’s problems?
A. Jake asks Brett to live with him, hoping she will accept.
B. Jake tells Cohn that Brett is not right for him because she is engaged to Mike and has 

married men she did not love twice before.
C. Jake likes to drink.
D. Jake agrees to let Cohn join him on his trip to Spain.

5. Hemingway’s writing style is characterized by
A. short, simple sentences.
B. dialogue to reveal characterization and motivation.
C. lengthy descriptive prose passages.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C



6. The stuffed dogs Bill Gordon jokes about are considered a metaphor
A. for the characters in the book who are only imitating life.
B. describing the drinking habits of Jake and Bill.
C. for Jake’s love for Brett—like a child’s love for a stuffed animal.
D. for Cohn’s childlike behavior around Brett.

7. Hemingway criticizes the way American tourists
A. buy stupid souvenirs.
B. are unable to fully appreciate bullfighting.
C. sacrifice their own comforts to enjoy the beauty of the foreign countryside.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C

8. Jake believes that the Catholic church
A. tries to help people find direction in their lives, but is often inadequate.
B. provides a wonderful atmosphere for praying, but is not enough to help Jake pray.
C. might be able to help Brett live with him and accept his disability.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C

9. The fishing trip Jake and Bill take serves as a
A. respite from Jake’s troubles and a way of renewing his strength.
B. way for Hemingway to show how peaceful Jake is away from Brett.
C. lesson in how to have a good time without women.
D. source of background information on Jake’s war experiences.

10. Jake is considered an aficionado because
A. he can recognize the truly good bullfighters.
B. Montoya gives him special treatment at the hotel and puts his hands on Jake’s shoulders, 

a gesture one aficionado extends to another aficionado.
C. he vacations in Spain every other year to attend the bull fights.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C

11. The steers which are used to quiet the bulls is a metaphor for Jake’s life with his friends
because
A. like the steers, Jake is impotent.
B. like the steers, Jake needs to make friends, even if he has the potential to hurt them
C. Jake, like the bull who gores the steer, fixes Brett up with Romero.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C



12. What does the following passage from the novel represent?
“Eat?  Why didn’t you say eat?  I thought you just wanted me to get up for fun.  Eat?  Fine.
Now you’re reasonable.  You go out and dig some more worms and I’ll be right down.” (Pg.
118)
A. satire, poking fun at digging worms
B. humor, making a joke out of getting up early to have fun
C. dialogue to reveal Bill’s love of sleeping in
D. local color, to describe a typical morning on a fishing trip

13. Romero is a great bullfighter because
A. he works in the terrain of the bull most of the time.
B. he tires the bull without using any tricks, only skill.
C. he is an expert at picking out the calmest bulls.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C

14. Cohn leaves Spain because
A. Romero defeats him in boxing through courage and determination.
B. Brett is sleeping with Romero and tells Cohn to leave.
C. although Jake is his only friend, Jake still sets Brett up with Romero.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C

15. Brett breaks up with Romero because
A. none of her affairs last very long and it is time for him to go.
B. she is incapable of loving anyone.
C. she will only hurt him and she knows it is better for Romero if they separate.
D. her money has run out and she doesn’t want to ask Romero for financial assistance.
E. Both A and B

16. Which of the following statements best explains the significance of the title of the novel?
A. The title of the novel is about the old being replaced by the new.  The old day is replaced 

by the new sunrise just as the old bullfighter is replaced by the new hero.
B. The death of a day is followed by a sunrise. Jake’s love for Brett and the acceptance of 

the impossibility of that love succeeding will be followed by a different kind of life for 
both of them.

C. The sunrise is one of the most beautiful sights in nature.  Jake is only happy when he is 
fishing, swimming, or enjoying nature.  The title of the story suggests that the road to 
happiness in life is through communing with nature.

D. Brett spends the night with many men, but they must understand that tomorrow is 
another day and means another man for Brett.  They can enjoy her at night, but when the 
sun rises they must move on with their lives.

E. Both A and B



17. Bill is a good friend for Jake because
A. he is sensitive to Jake’s feelings, but also amusing to be around.
B. he does not burden Jake with his problems.  If Bill has problems, the reader is unaware of 

them.
C. he is able to appreciate the foreign people and countryside, unlike the American tourists 

who are only interested in their own comforts.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C

18. Jake becomes annoyed with Cohn mostly because
A. Cohn is behaving like a lovesick boy since the night he spent with Brett.
B. Cohn tags along after Jake and his friends.
C. Cohn acts superior and more intelligent than anyone else.
D. Cohn lies about his war experience.

19. When traveling in France, Jake
A. is reminded of home.
B. leaves big tips to be remembered and treated well.
C. is happy because no one knows him in France, so he can pretend to be a whole man.
D. is glad Brett dislikes France, because he never runs into any of her old boyfriends there.

20. Cohn is more of an idealist than a realist because
A. he insists on believing he has a chance to win Brett back.
B. he fantasizes about things he reads in books like The Purple Land.
C. he imagines what life can be rather than living life as it is.
D. Both A and B
E. A, B, and C



Essays (Answer any two.)

1. Define the term “Hemingway code hero” and cite the characteristics such a hero possesses.
Illustrate these qualities with examples from the book.

2. This novel is the story of the difficulties the expatriates of WWI faced restructuring their
lives after the war.  Trace the path Jake and Brett follow in this story as they try to rebuild
their lives. Do you think they are successful in finding some moral and spiritual direction for
their lives?  Is there hope for their future?  Cite incidents from the story to support your
answer.

3. Why do you think Cohn is the outsider in Jake’s group of friends?  What could he have done
differently to fit in?  Does his exclusion from the group stem from his religion?  Cite incidents
from the story to support your answer.

4. Support or refute the following statement with incidents from the story:  Brett only wants
Jake because she cannot have him; if he were capable of having sex with her, she would no
longer want to be with him.



The Sun Also Rises
Test

Answer Key

1. C 6. A 11. A 16. E

2. A 7. B 12. B 17. E

3. A 8. D 13. D 18. A

4. B 9. A 14. E 19. B

5. D 10. D 15. C 20. E



The Sun Also Rises
Questions for Essay and Discussion

1. Write a character sketch of Brett.  Why do the men in the story find her so appealing?  What
are her chances of finding happiness?  Does she truly love Jake?

2. In what ways does Cohn allow others to direct his life?

3. How does Jake’s war injury affect his relationship with Brett, Bill, and Cohn?

4. Why does Montoya reject Jake at the end of the fiesta?

5. Briefly describe the qualities Romero possesses that make him an exceptional bullfighter

6. Define realism.  What evidence is there in the story that Jake is a realist? Contrast Jake’s
view of life with Cohn’s view.

7. Find a passage in the novel where the narrator breaks away from simple first-person narration
to speak directly to the reader in order to confide some piece of special information.

8. Why is Brett’s first appearance in the story on the arm of a homosexual disturbing to Jake?
How is her love for him an example of irony?

9. What does Bill mean when he says, “Let us rejoice in our blessings.  Let us utilize the fowls
of the air.  Let us utilize the product of the vine.  Will you utilize a little, brother?”

10. How do the jokes about stuffed dogs tie in with the concept of realism?

11. Why, according to Hemingway, do the Europeans look down on American tourists?

12. If the story about the steers is a metaphor, which of the lives of the characters in the story
does it try to illustrate?

13. Find three instances in this novel in which Jake is in or surrounded by water.  If water
represents rebirth, what kind of rebirth is Jake experiencing in each case?

14. What evidence is there that Jake respects the Catholic Church?  Why does he have difficulty
praying?  For what reasons does Brett feel uncomfortable trying to pray for Romero in
church?

15. Define anti-Semitism.  How does Cohn’s Jewish heritage affect his relationship with the
other characters?



16. Why does Cohn finally give up on trying to rebuild a relationship with Brett?  In what way
can he be considered an idealist, someone who looks at life as it might be, rather than as it is?

17. How does the story of Belmonte relate to the title of the book?

18. Contrast Bill’s and Brett’s relationships with Jake.  Are they both his friends?

19. Why is Jake secretly glad when Mike verbally abuses Cohn?

20. Review the qualities many critics believe are found in the Hemingway code hero.  Who do
you think is the real hero of the story, Jake or Romero? Support your answer.

21. Why do the characters in the book have trouble adjusting to life after World War I?  In what
ways did the war affect their lives?

22. Define “aficionado.”  Why is Jake considered an aficionado?

23. Some critics categorize novels as those that affirm life and those that deny life. Those that
affirm life are said to end on a note of hope, while those that deny life end on a note of
despair.  How would you characterize this novel?

24. Relate the significance of the novel’s title to the theme and/or content of the book.

25. Point out and discuss examples of sarcasm and irony in the novel.

26. Could this story be characterized as a love story? If so, how?

27.  Hemingway’s writing style has been imitated by many other writers. Point out how the use
of dialogue and sentences was somewhat unique for his time.

28. Why do you suppose Hemingway made his protagonist impotent? Do you think that the
protagonist’s impotence is used to symbolize anything?



The Sun Also Rises
Terms and Definitions

Anecdote - a brief story that is usually illustrative or humorous, similar to a vignette.

Idealism - behavior or thought based on a vision of things as they ought to be, rather than as they
really are.

Irony - a perception of inconsistency, sometimes humorous, in which the significance and
understanding of a statement or event is changed by its context.  Example: The firehouse
burned down.

• Dramatic Irony - the audience or reader knows more about a character’s situation than the
character does and knows that the character’s understanding is incorrect. Example: In
Medea, Creon asks, “What atrocities could she commit in one day?” The reader, however,
knows Medea will destroy her family and Creon’s by day’s end.

• Structural Irony – the use of a naïve hero, whose incorrect perceptions differ from the
reader’s correct ones. Example: Huck Finn.

• Verbal Irony - a discrepancy between what is said and what is really meant; sarcasm.
Example:  A large man whose nickname is “Tiny.”

Metaphor - a comparison of two things that are basically dissimilar in which one is described in
terms of the other. Example: The moon, a haunting lantern, shone through the clouds.

Narrator - the one who tells the story. The narrator must not be confused with “author,” the one
who writes the story. If the narrator is a character in the book, the proper term is “first-
person narration.” Example: Moby Dick is narrated by Ishmael, a crewmember. If the
narrator is not a character in the book, the correct term is “third-person narration.”
Example: Sense and Sensibility.

Objective View - third-person narration in which the author is recording action from a neutral
point of view. Example: Most nonfiction.

Realism - a literary movement that has at its core the depiction of life as it really is, with no
attempt to hide or gloss over the problems, hardships, or ugliness of life. Example: The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

Sarcasm - the use of harsh words to deride and criticize. Sometimes, sarcasm is apparent only by
the way something is said rather than the actual words that are used; other times the
sarcasm is obvious. Example: In The Catcher in the Rye, Holden says about a taxi driver
he dislikes that, “he certainly was good company. Terrific personality.”

Satire - using humor to expose something or someone to ridicule. Examples: Animal Farm;
Gulliver’s Travels.



Style - the way an author chooses and uses words, phrases, and sentences to tell the story.  For
example, in an action/adventure story, the author may use simple words and short,
choppy sentences, because this style moves the story along quickly. In a story about a
college professor, the same author may choose to use polysyllabic, unfamiliar words, and
long, convoluted sentences.

Theme - the central or dominant idea behind the story; the most important aspect that emerges
from how the book treats its subject. Sometimes theme is easy to see, but, at other times,
it may be more difficult. Theme is usually expressed indirectly, as an element the reader
must figure out. It is a universal statement about humanity, rather than a simple statement
dealing with plot or characters in the story. Themes are generally hinted at through
different methods: a phrase or quotation that introduces the novel, a recurring element in
the book, or an observation made that is reinforced through plot, dialogue, or characters. It
must be emphasized that not all works of literature have themes in them. Example: In a
story about a man who is diagnosed with cancer and, through medicine and will-power,
returns to his former occupation, the theme might be: “Real courage is demonstrated
through internal bravery and perseverance.” In a poem about a flower that grows, blooms,
and dies, the theme might be: “Youth fades, and death comes to all.”



The Sun Also Rises
Notes

First published in 1926, The Sun Also Rises is Hemingway’s first novel.  Central to the
book’s focus is that many of the young men who left to fight WWI went to war with
idealistic views and visions of glory, but returned disillusioned by the death and destruction
they had witnessed.  Because life had become empty to them, they tried to fill their lives with
sensual pleasures and, thereby, avoid the death they knew was inevitable.

Many critics believe Hemingway includes a character in each of his novels who possesses
certain heroic qualities.  These characters are courageous men of action, who try to avoid
death, but are not afraid of it.  The code of behavior these men live by requires them to be
courageous, skillful, self-disciplined, and loyal to their friends.  The “Hemingway code hero,”
as he is referred to by literary critics, exhibits grace under pressure.

All references come from the Scribner Paperback Fiction edition of The Sun Also Rises,
copyright 1926.



T-1

The Sun Also Rises
Study Guide

Teacher’s Copy

BOOK I

Chapter I

Vocabulary
inferiority—a sense of being lower in quality or importance
frank—candid
hence—therefore
exploitation—misuse
kiosque—salesperson’s cart of wares
evidently—apparently

1. Why does Cohn learn to box?  What evidence is there in this chapter that the narrator, Jake,
does not approve of Cohn’s attitude toward the sport?

Cohn learns to box to give himself the “inner comfort” of knowing that he could knock down
anyone who is mean to him because he is Jewish.  The narrator states that he is not
impressed with Cohn’s boxing title and does not fully believe Cohn was the middleweight
champion while at Princeton.

2. List three incidents from this chapter that illustrate Cohn’s willingness to let others direct
his life.

Answers will vary.
Example:  Cohn marries the first girl who wants to marry him.  He becomes involved with
editing a magazine and loses most of his inheritance.  Finally, Frances convinces him to live
in Europe and monitors where he goes and whom he sees.

3. What does the last line in this chapter (“I rather liked him and evidently she led him quite a
life.”) reveal about the narrator’s opinion of Cohn?  In what way can this statement be
considered sarcastic?

The narrator thinks Cohn is a nice enough man, but weak because he lets Frances run his
life.  The statement is sarcastic because the narrator thinks it is terrible for Cohn to let
anyone run his life.  The phrase “led him quite a life” is a sarcastic way of saying he has no
life of his own, except what Frances allows.
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4. Hemingway’s writing style is characterized by short, simple sentences.  Find a passage in
this chapter illustrating this style.

Answers will vary. Example: “Cohn looked relieved. I was not kicked again. I said good-
night and went out.” (Pg. 14)

Chapter II

Vocabulary
divine—relating to a god
rebound—to spring back
sinister—evil
amorous—loving
intensely—strongly

1. How does the success of Cohn’s first novel change his relationship with Frances?

Cohn learns that other women are interested in him.  He is not in love with Frances and now
knows that he can have other women.

2. What is revealed about Jake’s occupation in this chapter?

Jake is a newspaper reporter.  He asks Cohn for some “dirt,” letting the reader know he is
not against writing gossip reports.  Additionally, Jake manages to get away from Cohn long
enough to finish his work, revealing that his work is an important part of his life.

3. What do the following two quotations from Jake’s conversation with Cohn about South
America reveal about Jake’s views on life and death?

A. “Nobody ever lives their life all the way up except bull-fighters.” (Pg. 18)

It suggests that the only way to fully experience and appreciate life is to face death.

B. “Listen, Robert, going to another country doesn’t make any difference.  I’ve tried all
that. You can’t get away from yourself by moving from one place to another.  There’s
nothing to that.” (Pg. 19)

A man must accept his mortality and live his life.  Running away does not avoid death.
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4. Support or refute the following statement with incidents from the story.
It is ironic that Jake wants Cohn to live his life outside the fantasy of books, yet Jake
fantasizes about the sex lives of his friends.

Jake thinks Cohn is wrong to believe what he reads in “The Purple Land”.  He thinks Cohn
needs to look at life more realistically.  Ironically, Jake has a habit of “picturing the bedroom
scenes” of his friends.  He, like Cohn, imagines what life can be like rather than living it.

Chapter III

Vocabulary
absinthe—a liqueur
sullen—moody
deserted—left behind
vague—unclear
calamity—tragedy
revived—to bring back
cordially—hospitably
liable—answerable
astonished—surprised
extraordinarily—unusually
proprietor—owner
grimacing—looking unhappy
simpering—smirking
composure—calmness
compatriot—fellow countryman
restraint—control

1. Who is Georgette?  What does Jake mean when he tells Georgette that he is “sick” and got
hurt in the war?

Georgette is a prostitute; Jake invites to dinner so he does not have to eat alone.  Because of
a war injury, Jake is impotent.

2. What kind of men are with Brett when she enters the bar?  Why do you suppose Jake is
angry when he sees them?

The men are homosexuals.
Jake is angry with them because they have a “superior, simpering composure.” (Pg. 28)
Also, since he is impotent, he may feel threatened by homosexuals.
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3. Jake describes Brett as “damned good-looking.  She wore a slipover jersey sweater and a
tweed skirt, and her hair was brushed back like a boy’s.  She started all that.  She was built
with curves like the hull of a racing yacht, and you missed none of it with that wool jersey.”
(Pgs. 29-30)

What is implied about Brett’s character with this description?

Brett is described as having hair like a man and having a sexy woman’s body.  It could imply
that she is a woman with the sexual habits and freedom of a man.

4. What evidence is there that Jake and Brett are more than just casual friends?

Jake and Brett openly discuss Cohn’s attraction to her and the reasons he brought Georgette
to the dance.  They confide in each other like best friends or lovers.  Since Jake is impotent,
though, they can remain only good friends, not lovers.

5. In what way can Cohn’s behavior toward Brett be considered inappropriate?

Brett clearly lets Cohn know that she prefers to be with Jake, yet he continues to watch her
dance with Jake.

Chapter IV

Vocabulary
imperfections—flaws
inscription—engraving
circularizing—publicizing
grievance—complaint
liaison—personal business
livery—uniform

1. Why does Brett consider Jake’s war injury her punishment for being with too many men?
How is their situation an example of irony?

Brett thinks she must pay for the hurt she has given to others.  Her punishment for carelessly
sleeping with men just for sex is to fall in love with a man who can not have sex.  It is ironic
that a beautiful, sexy woman, who is looking for love, finally finds it with an impotent man.
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2. How does the following quotation help the reader understand Jake’s realistic approach to
life?

“I was pretty well through with the subject.  At one time or another I had
probably considered it from most of its various angles, including the one that
certain injuries or imperfections are a subject of merriment while remaining
quite serious for the person possessing them.” (Pg. 35)

Jake knows he is permanently injured and realistically accepts his situation.  There is no
point in thinking or worrying about his own disability.

3. Why does Jake cry when he goes to bed the night after meeting Brett at the club?  How does
the Church suggest Jake cope with his inability to have sex?

Jake cries because he is in love with Brett, but cannot have her due to his injury.  For a
while, he is sorry for himself.  The Church tells him not to think about sex.  Jake thinks that
advice is easy to give, but difficult to accept and follow.

4. What do you think Brett means when she says the Count is “one of us”?

Like Brett, Jake, and their friends, the Count likes to drink and party.

5. How does Jake feel about Brett right after she leaves his apartment?  What does the last
sentence in the chapter (“It is awfully easy to be hard-boiled about everything in the daytime,
but at night it is another thing.”) reveal about how Jake is feeling before going to sleep?

Jake is aware of Brett’s shortcomings when it comes to men and drinking.  He tries to tell
himself that his tears earlier in the evening were over an undeserving woman.  Then he
remembers how he feels when he sees her, and begins to feel terrible again.  Jake is able to
be strong during the day, but feels sorry for himself at night.
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Chapter V

Vocabulary
manipulated—rearranged
spectacles—reading glasses
diplomat—ambassadorial representative
obligations—responsibilities
dysentery—diarrhea

1. Hemingway does not directly tell us anything about how Jake feels when he is talking to the
two newspaper men.  It is typical of his style to let the reader interpret his meaning from
their conversations.  What evidence is there in their dialogue that Jake does not consider
these men his friends?  How are their lives different from Jake’s?

Jake will not let the man pay for the taxi ride the way he might let a friend pay for his drink.
Unlike Jake, the two newspaper men are not searching for their lives. One man is content to
be with his wife and kids.  The other is happy to have a car and live in the country.

2. What “facts” does Jake bluntly tell Cohn about Brett?  Why does Cohn not believe Jake?

Jake tells Cohn that Brett is going to get a divorce and marry Mike Campbell, because he
will be very rich some day.  She drinks too much and has twice married men she does not
love. Because he is idealistic, Cohn does not believe Jake.  He sees Brett as a charming, titled
lady, and refuses to see any of her real faults.

Chapter VI

Vocabulary
semaphore—system of signaling with flags
engaged—busy
journey—trip
conceit—arrogance
inconsequentially—unimportantly
dreadful—awful
alimony—payments from one spouse to another after divorce
impulse—whim
platonic—friendly
literary—scholarly
flat—a one-floor apartment

1. List three ways Harvey Stone insults Cohn.  How does Cohn respond to these attacks?

First, Harvey accuses Cohn of being a moron.  Then, he decides Cohn is not a moron, only
immature.  Finally, he calls Cohn stupid and states that Cohn does not mean anything to him.
Cohn takes the punishment in stride.  He is a boxer, but he only threatens Harvey that
someone, someday is going to push his face in.
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2. This novel is a narrative written in first-person.  Jake is the only speaker and the events are
told from his perspective.  Find a passage in this chapter where Jake breaks away from the
story to talk directly to the reader to confide to the reader some special information
previously left unclear.

Answers will vary.
Example:  “Somehow I feel I have not shown Robert Cohn clearly.  The reason is that until
he fell in love with Brett, I never heard him make one remark that would, in any way, detach
him from other people.” (Pg. 52)

3. Why does Frances believe Robert is being unfair when he refuses to marry her?

She thinks she wasted two years of her life living with Robert.  She did not ask for alimony
from her divorce so she could be free to live with Robert.  Two years ago when she was
younger, she could have found someone else to marry her.  Now, she thinks no one will want
to marry her.

4. What evidence is there that Jake disapproves of Frances’ cruelty to Cohn and his meek
acceptance of her criticisms?

Jake abruptly gets up and leaves the table.  He can no longer listen to Frances punish Cohn
for refusing to marry her. He cannot understand how Cohn can just sit and take her abuse
without fighting back.

Chapter VII

Vocabulary
siphon—a device used to transfer liquid from one area to another
bilge—nonsense
obstinate—stubborn
ruddy—red
ostentatious—showy
antiquities—relics

1. How does Brett manage to win the approval of Jake’s landlady?

Brett gives her two hundred pounds.

2. Why do Brett and Jake not make a life together without sex?

Brett knows she is the kind of woman who must have sex.  If she agrees to live with Jake, she
will only hurt him by sleeping with other men.
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3. What does the Count’s passion for wines reveal about his character?  Why does Brett again
say that the Count is “one of them”?

All the Count wants out of life is enjoyment.  The Count is a veteran of seven wars and four
revolutions.  He knows what it is like to face death, and he knows that war changes a
person’s values.

4. How do you suppose Jake feels after he kisses Brett good night, and she tells him she will
not see him again?  Why do you think Hemingway abruptly ends the chapter with Jake
going to bed alone?

Jake knows Brett is leaving so she will not hurt him any further.  She loves Jake, but needs
sex in her life.  Jake goes home to his bed because he is trying to accept his disability and
make a life for himself without Brett.  In his opinion, any other way of behaving would be
weak and futile.

BOOK II

Chapter VIII

Vocabulary
prospect—possibility
commenced—started
violated—broken
juncture—crossroad
daunted—subdued
pestilential—like a plague
armistice—truce
jutted—stuck out
undischarged—not fired
outbursts—loud interruptions
indecent—obscene

1. Why do you suppose Jake likes to spend time with Bill Gordon?

Bill likes to drink, watch boxing like Jake does, and is a writer. Gordon also has a good
sense of humor.
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2. Compare the black boxer in Budapest with Cohn who boxed at Princeton.  Why does Bill
admire the black boxer?  What qualities does the boxer have that Cohn lacks?

The black boxer is highly skilled, and a good sportsman, who fights for a living in order to
support his family.  He is also able to keep control of his temper, even when faced with an
unruly crowd.  Bill trusts him enough to lend him money to get home.  Cohn, who only boxes
to boost his sense of inferiority, is immature and allows others to control his life.

3. Some critics believe the “stuffed dogs” Bill Gordon jokes about are a metaphor for the
characters in the book who are searching for meaning in their lives after WWI. They are
having trouble adjusting to life after the war because of their lack of direction, spirituality,
and loss of values. Like stuffed animals, they are cute to look at, but they are only imitating
life.  Cite incidents from the story to support or refute this idea.  If you disagree, what else
could the stuffed dogs represent?

Answers will vary. Example: Brett has no real life outside of seducing men and partying.
She’s cute to look at, but she does not have much more to offer.   OR
Jake is an example of a multi-dimensional character. He has a life and interests outside of
partying. He enjoys his friends, fishing, bullfighting, and being a reporter. He displays a wide
range of emotions and interests.

4. Hemingway uses dialogue to enhance characterization.  What does the reader learn about
Mike from the dialogue at the bar?

Mike lives with his mother in Scotland.  She does not approve of his drinking, so when he is
at home he has only one drink a day.  Mike thinks Brett is very beautiful and plans to go
home with her.  In addition, Mike does not seem to be able to hold his liquor very well.
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Chapter IX

Vocabulary
itinerary—plan
pilgrimage—journey
successive—consecutive

1. How do you think Jake feels when Brett tells him she traveled to San Sebastian with Cohn?
Why did Brett confide this “news” to Jake?

Although Jake is not really surprised Brett was with Cohn, he does not want to talk about it.
His answer of “congratulations” is nasty and short.  Brett does not drop the subject, despite
Jake’s discomfort.  She insists on asking his advice about how to tell Cohn that she and Mike
will be going to Spain with them.

2. Contrast the way in which the American tourists eat their lunch with the way Bill and Jake
eat their sandwiches.  What do you think Hemingway might be saying about Americans and
their ability to experience other countries?

The Americans rush to a dining car to get a table before they are all taken by the Catholics.
They pretend to be Catholic so they can keep their table.  It is very important to them to get
their meal at the first sitting, and in the correct place.  Jake and Bill have a picnic in their
sitting car.  They eat sandwiches and enjoy the countryside.

The Americans are interested in their comforts more than they are interested in experiencing
the natural surroundings of other countries.

3. In what ways can the description of the American family be considered satirical?

The description of the American family can be considered satiric because they represent
Hemingway’s idea of a typical American family who “saw American first,” wait until they
are older to begin traveling, and are interested in what they can do in a place, more than
what they can see.  Hemingway sees these attributes as flaws and uses this family to poke fun
at American tourists.

4. What does Jake notice about Cohn when he introduces him to Bill Gordon?

Cohn is a little bit nearsighted and he is shy.



T-11

Chapter X

Vocabulary
furrowed—wrinkled
plateau—top
interpret—translate
archivist—person in charge of public records
porter—caretaker
façade—front of a building
regretted—felt poorly
confidential—secret

1. What does Cohn do to make Bill angry?  Do you think Bill would have been angry if Cohn
was not Jewish?

He acts extremely knowledgeable and bets Bill that Brett and Mike are not coming to Spain.
Answers will vary.

2. Why does Jake think he is a bad Catholic?  What do you think the Catholic Church means to
Jake?

Jake likes the church and wants to be a part of the religion.  He wants to pray like the other
people in the church, and he wants to believe that his prayers will be answered.  Jake thinks
he is a bad Catholic because he is unable to concentrate on his prayers, and his mind
wanders to his own life.  The Church to Jake is a wonderful place, but it is not really helpful
to him as he tries to rebuild his life.

3. What does the following conversation about bullfights tell the reader about the reason that
Jake is attracted to the sport?

“Robert Cohn said.  “Let’s bet on something else.  Can you bet on bull-
fights?”
“You could,” Bill said, “but you don’t need to.”
“It would be like betting on the war,” I said.  “You don’t need any 
economic interest.” (Pg. 104)

Jake thinks the bullfights are a life and death struggle just like the war.  It is a test of a man’s
strength and courage when faced with his own death.  It is exciting enough, without the added
interest of gambling.

4. List two ways Jake enjoys Cohn’s discomfort over his relationship with Brett.

First, Jake enjoys watching Cohn’s nervous behavior at the train station.  Next, Jake gets a
telegram from Brett and instead of letting Cohn and Bill read it, he tells them what it says and
puts it in his pocket.
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5. Why do you think Bill tells Jake about his dislike for Cohn?  What is revealed about Bill that
might make him undesirable to Brett?

Bill is Jake’s friend and probably knows about Jake’s war injury.  He is also knows that
Jake is in love with Brett.  Bill dislikes the way Cohn is behaving because his immature
actions may hurt Jake.

Because Brett likes handsome men, Bill is not happy with his looks.

Chapter XI

Vocabulary
trajectory—flight
waggled—shook
barren—desolate

1. Some critics feel that this chapter demonstrates the love the Basque people feel for their
country.  Cite incidents from the chapter to support or refute this idea.

The Basque are traveling into the hills to enjoy their own countryside.  They share their wine
with the two men, insisting they drink it in the right way.  They are proud of their local wine.

2. What evidence is there in this chapter that the unspoiled area of Burguete is already
beginning to be changed by the influx of tourism to the area?

The price of the room is as high as the price at a large hotel.  Another reason is that the
innkeeper is stingy with the wine.

3. How do you think Cohn would have felt about the trip to the hills, if he had accompanied
Jake and Bill on their fishing trip?

Answers will vary.
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Chapter XII

Vocabulary
diligence—industry
irony—mockery
pity—compassion
expatriated—without a country
impotent—sexually inadequate
bulked—heaved
sapling—young tree
quivered—shook
shucked—cut
utilize—use
simian—apelike
disjointed—disconnected

1. Jake and Bill have an amusing conversation over breakfast.  What does the reader learn about
expatriates in this dialogue?

Expatriates drink too much, have free sex, and spend their time talking instead of working.

2. What does the following passage say about Bill’s religious beliefs?
“Let us rejoice in our blessings.  Let us utilize the fowls of the air.  Let us
utilize the product of the vine.  Will you utilize a little, brother?” (Pg. 126)

 While Bill is only joking when he makes that statement, it may suggest that he believes it is
God’s intention that men enjoy the bounty of the earth.

3. How does the following dialogue between Jake and Bill help explain why Jake is happy on
the fishing trip with Bill, and annoyed when he is with Cohn?

“Say,” Bill said, “what about this Brett business?”
“What about it?”
“Were you ever in love with her?”
“Sure.”
“For how long?”
“Off and on for a hell of a long time.”
“Oh, hell!” Bill said.  “I’m sorry, fella.”
“It’s all right, “I said, “I don’t give a damn any more.”
“Really?”
“Really.  Only I’d a hell of a lot rather not talk about it.” (Pg. 128)

Jake is able to relax and fish without any tensions about Cohn and Brett.  Bill is a good
friend, who understands Jake’s problem.  He is able to talk to Jake about Brett, but knows
when to leave him alone.
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Chapter XIII

Vocabulary
intensity—severity
discredit—jeopardize
dashing—dapper
apertures—openings
ramparts—barriers
fortifications—protective walls
flanks—sides of an animal
perfunctorily—mechanically
sallow—pale

1. Why are Bill and Jake leaving when there is still time to fish?

They are going to meet Mike, Brett, and Cohn in Pamplona.  Also, Jake does not want them
to come to Burguete.  He does not think any of them have the capacity to enjoy or appreciate
the peace of fishing.

2. Define aficionado.  What indication is there that Montoya has a high regard for Jake?  How
does Hemingway demonstrate that Montoya accepts Jake as a fellow aficionado?

Montoya is an aficionado because he is passionate about bullfights.  He knows who are the
good bullfighters and he has no interest in any of the others.  Montoya believes Jake is also
an aficionado and one of those rare men who can truly appreciate a bullfight.  He makes
sure Jake’s friends are taken care of at his hotel and he talks to Jake in the manner of a
confidant. He acknowledges that Jake is an aficionado by putting his hands on Jake’s
shoulders.

3. One definition of steer is “a castrated male of the cattle family.”  Using this definition, how
can the conversation between Bill and Jake about the way steers are used to quiet the bulls
be considered a metaphor for Jake’s life with his friends?

Like the castrated cattle, Jake is impotent. Jake is trying to make a life for himself with good
friends, but is in danger of being hurt by Cohn.   The steers are put into the ring with the
bulls to make friends, but sometimes they are gored by the bulls.

4. What do you think Hemingway is saying about war heroes through the anecdote about Mike
and the medals?

War is not glorious, and a soldier possessing medals is no better than one without them.
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5. Why do you suppose the woman at the wine shop and the three girls at the window stare at
Brett when she walks by?

The women in Spain do not have the freedom that Brett has.  They are probably staring at
her because they are interested in a woman who roams the streets with the men.

6. What could the following quotation about the bulls and steers be saying about the
relationships between the characters in the story?

“They only want to kill when they’re alone.  Of course, if you went in there
you’d probably detach one of them from the herd, and he’d be dangerous.”
“That’s too complicated,” Bill said.  “Don’t you ever detach me from the

herd, Mike.” (Pg. 145)

People behave in a more civilized way when they are in a group.  When people are alone,
they are more likely to behave badly.

7. Why does Mike compare Cohn to a steer?

Cohn follows Brett around trying to make friends with her, just like the steer tries to make
friends with the bulls.

8. Circe is an enchantress from Homer’s The Odyssey who turns men into swine.  Do you
agree or disagree with Cohn when he calls Brett by that name?  Cite incidents from the
story to support your answer.

Answers will vary. Example: Agree: Cohn’s friends are upset by his behavior around Brett.
He follows her around like a puppy dog.

9. Find an example of sarcasm in the conversation between Bill and Jake at the end of this
chapter.

“We’d better get cleaned up for supper.”
“Yes.  That will be a pleasant meal.” (Pg. 150)

10. Define anti-Semitism.  What is revealed about Mike in the following passage?
“No, listen, Jake.  Brett’s gone off with men.  But they weren’t ever Jews, and they didn’t

come and hang about afterward.” (Pg 148)
Do you think Cohn’s chances for a more permanent relationship with Brett are hurt by his
Jewish heritage?

Anti-Semitism— prejudice or hostility to Jews.  Mike is revealed to be bigoted against Cohn
because Cohn is Jewish.

While answers may vary, it seems that  Cohn’s relationship with Brett is hurt by his
religion.  It is true that Brett does not want a continuing relationship with Cohn, but she
would not have gone away with him if his religion were a problem for her.
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11. Why does Jake describe the evening meal as “like certain dinners I remember from the
war”? (Pg. 150)

There is tension in the room because of Mike’s poor behavior and Cohn’s attentions to
Brett, but everyone tries to ignore it.  Also, there is a feeling that something is going to
happen which is beyond their control to influence.

Chapter XIV

Vocabulary
retribution—getting even

1. What evidence is there that Jake is capable of being strong during the day, but finds it more
difficult to cope with his life after dark?

Jake has trouble sleeping because he “looks at things differently from when it is light.”
(Pg. 151) Also, except for the fishing trip, most of the story takes place at night.  The
expatriates seem to prefer to be together at night and sleep during the day, suggesting that
nighttime is the most difficult time to be alone.

2. Why does Jake wish Mike would not drink too much and say terrible things to Cohn?

Jake enjoys watching Mike hurt Cohn.  He wants Mike to stop because Jake feels guilty for
enjoying Cohn’s pain.

3. In what ways can the end of this chapter be called “the calm before the storm”?

Jake and Brett enjoy some quiet time together and even go to church.  Jake even admits to
feeling friendly toward Cohn.  The last line in the chapter reads, “That was the last day
before the fiesta.”  (Pg. 155) Jake is feeling happy and healthy just before the fiesta.  He is
in the calm before the storm of activity the fiesta brings.

4. What price does Jake think he must pay for Brett’s friendship?

Jake must watch her spend time with other men.
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Chapter XV

Vocabulary
assimilated—absorbed
fifers—flute players
solemnly—seriously
monastic—religious
partition—division
shrill—high pitched
intricate—complex
spectacle—exhibition
suavely—smoothly
brusque—abrupt
discomposed—upset
contortions—twisting or turning the body into awkward positions
unattainable—unrealizable

1. What do you think Jake enjoys about the fiesta as described in the following passage from
the story?

“The things that happened could only have happened during a fiesta.
Everything became quite unreal finally and it seemed as though nothing could
have any consequences.” (Pg. 158)

The fiesta is a way of Jake escaping the realities of his life.

2. How do the natives at the wine shop treat each of the following characters?  Which of the
characters are accepted by the natives?

Brett - Brett is placed on a wine cask with a string of garlic around her neck.  The natives
are in awe of her, much like they might admire a goddess.  She is more a beautiful object
than a person.

Jake - Jake is accepted by the natives.  They try to prevent him from leaving the wine shop
and when he returns, they share his wine from the new wine bag.

Cohn - Cohn sleeps through the evening.  He is completely outside of the action.

Mike - Mike is eating their food.  He enjoys the local cuisine, just like any guest.

3. Hemingway’s dialogue in this novel is said to be witty and humorous.  Find an example of
the humor.

 “You go to the bull-fight,” he said in English.
“You know English,” I said feeling like an idiot.
“No,” he answered, and smiled. (Pg. 167)
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4. Compare Cohn’s reaction to his first bullfight with Brett’s reaction.  Why does Mike
continue to be cruel to Cohn?

Cohn thinks the bullfight is wonderful, but is upset about the injured and killed horses.
Brett is not disturbed by their deaths.  She is attracted to the handsome young bullfighter.
Mike is cruel to Cohn, because Cohn insists on hanging around Brett.

5. List the reasons Jake thinks Romero is a good bullfighter.

Romero knows how to control the bull, without wasting its energy.  He works the bulls so
they are tired at the end, but not discomposed.  He works close to the bull without using any
tricks.  He is calm when facing the bull and skillful with his cape work.  He is graceful and
pure in his movements.

Chapter XVI

Vocabulary
concourse—gathering
braggartly—boastful
inquiringly—with questions
luminous—bright
careened—lurched
silhouetted—surrounded by light
plain—rolling country
torero—bullfighter

1. Why does Jake suggest that Montoya should not give Romero the message from the
American ambassador?

Montoya wants to protect Romero from the corrupting influence of foreigners, particularly
Americans.  He thinks Romero  is a great bullfighter, but is young and can be ruined by
these people.  Jake understands his concerns and suggests Montoya simply “forget” to give
Romero the message.

2. What does Jake do that makes Montoya unhappy?

Montoya sees Jake sitting at a table with Romero, Brett, Bill, and Mike.  Romero is drinking
and sitting with Brett.  Montoya thinks Jake is helping the others corrupt Romero.

3. Why do you think Jake decides to help Brett find Romero?

Jake understands that Brett needs to be with a real man.  Mike is drunk and Cohn is
immature.  Jake is impotent, so he helps her find Romero, who is young, courageous, and
talented.
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4. Why might some people consider Jake a traitor for helping Brett form a relationship with
Romero?

Jake is considered by the Spanish people to be an aficionado.  He is supposed to
understand the importance of keeping a good bullfighter away from corrupting foreign
influences.  When Jake helps Brett, he betrays their trust by entangling Romero with Brett.

Chapter XVII

Vocabulary
wickets—gates
languidly—at a leisurely pace
collared—grabbed by the collar
conquer—to beat
acclamation—praise

1. It is stated earlier in the story that Cohn does not like to box.  He has avoided several
possible fistfights up to this point in the story.  Why does he finally get so angry that he
fights both Jake and Mike?

Cohn believed he would eventually get Brett back.  When Jake helps her get Romero, Cohn
feels betrayed and is angry with both Jake and Brett.

2. When Jake returns to the hotel, all he wants is a bath.  He finally locates the bathroom, but
the water will not run.  What do you think is the significance of Jake’s inability to find a
way to take a bath?

Jake is wrong when he betrays Montoya by setting Brett up with Romero.  He does it for
her, but it is not right to betray a friend.  The lack of water in the faucet may signify Jake’s
inability to cleanse himself of his guilt over his poor behavior.

3. One of the main themes of this story is that life is uncertain and death may come at any
time.  In what ways do you think the story about the young man killed in the running of
the bulls might support this theme?

The young man who is killed is running in a group of young men.  The bull just happened to
single him out.  The man is killed, but he died doing what he enjoyed.  Hemingway seems to
be saying that death can occur at any time, but it is important to enjoy the time we have.

4. Even though Cohn is the better boxer, how does Romero defeat him?

Cohn cannot knock Romero out because Romero keeps getting up for more.  Even after
Cohn stops hitting him and tries to make up, Romero continues to fight Cohn.  This fight
suggests that Romero is the better man because of his inner strength and courage.
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Chapter XVIII

Vocabulary
proselyting—converting to religious belief
wan—pale
percale—fabric
terrain—land
fistula—sore
contemptuous—scornful
indifferent—apathetic
volley—barrage
decadence—decline
aesthetics—artful beauty
impaired—handicapped
imperceptible—intangible
mystifications—mysteries
brusqueness—tactlessness
inclined—having a preference

1. What does Brett mean when she says “I’m damned bad for a religious atmosphere, I’ve the
wrong type of face”? (Pg. 212)

Brett does not think she is moral enough to be in church or to have her prayers answered.

2. What is the “terrain of the bull and the terrain of the bullfighter”?  (Pg. 217) Why is
Belmonte a legendary bullfighter?

A bullfighter is in the terrain of the bull when he works close to the bull.  The terrain of the
bullfighter is the safety zone for a fighter, if he doesn’t want to risk his life.  Belmonte is a
legend because he always works in the terrain of the bull.

3. Why do the crowds shout insults at Belmonte?

Belmonte is older now.  He is careful to select less dangerous bulls.  The crowd wants to
see him risk his life and are against him when he disappoints them.

4. What is the difference between “perfect bullfighting” and “brilliant bull-fighting”?

Romero demonstrates perfect bullfighting when he makes the blind bull charge.  He does it
will perfect skill.  Brilliant bullfighting can only happen with a wonderful bullfighter and a
dangerous bull.

5. In what ways does the story of Belmonte and Romero tie in with the meaning of the title
of the novel?

The title of the novel refers to the cycle of life.  People die and new babies are born to take
their place.  Belmonte is the old bullfighter who must make room for Romero.
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BOOK III

Chapter XIX

Vocabulary
promenade—an area to walk
obscure—unclear
undulations—wavelike motions
buoyant—floatable
headland—hill
selectioned—chosen
ragged—shabby
gentility—being well-bred

1. Why does Jake over-tip everyone at the French hotel?

He wants them to remember him and treat him well when he returns.  In France, unlike
Spain, money will buy good service.

2. List the ways Jake finds to submerge himself in water after he returns to San Sebastian.  In
what sense can Jake’s return to San Sebastian be considered a rebirth?

First, Jake takes a shower.  Then, he goes swimming at the beach two times.  Jake is trying
to rebuild himself after his betrayal of Montoya.  Jake is trying to put his life in order and
start over again.

3. Why does Brett think that Romero is ashamed of her?  Why does she decide to let him go?

His friends tease him about being with Brett. He also wants her to grow her hair long so
she will look more feminine.  Brett knows she is no good for Romero.  She is too old for
him, and her free spirit would hurt him.

4. What does Brett have “instead of God”? (Pg. 249)

Brett is capable of sacrificing her own pleasure for Romero’s good.  She does not have an
organized religion to help her be a moral person, but she does get satisfaction from doing a
good deed.
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5. The last line of the book is a question.  Brett says that she and Jake could have had a good
time together.  He answers, “Yes Isn’t it pretty to think so?”  (Pg. 251)

Do you think Jake truly believes he and Brett would have been happy together? Can this
be considered a happy ending to their story?  How does the end of the book tie in with the
title of the novel?

Jake is building the qualities in himself that make him a whole man, even though he cannot
have sex and Brett cannot see that transformation. She still dreams about how their lives
would be if the physical part of their relationship were whole.  Jake is growing past Brett.
Even if he did not have a disability, in time he would become unhappy with Brett.

Jake learns the price of betrayal and Brett learns the joy in sacrifice; in this light, the story
can be considered to have a happy ending.  They have both grown closer to finding a way
to live their lives with some meaning.

The title of the novel implies rebirth.  Both Jake and Brett have taken steps to rebuild their
lives.  Jake is cleansing himself after his betrayal of Montoya and Brett is sacrificing her
desires for Romero’s good.  Even though their romantic relationship must be denied, they
are both finding ways to live meaningful lives.
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The Sun Also Rises
Study Guide

Student Copy

BOOK I

Chapter I

Vocabulary
inferiority—a sense of being lower in quality or importance
frank—candid
hence—therefore
exploitation—misuse
kiosque—salesperson’s cart of wares
evidently—apparently

1. Why does Cohn learn to box?  What evidence is there in this chapter that the narrator, Jake,
does not approve of Cohn’s attitude toward the sport?

2. List three incidents from this chapter that illustrate Cohn’s willingness to let others direct
his life.

3. What does the last line in this chapter (“I rather liked him and evidently she led him quite a
life.”) reveal about the narrator’s opinion of Cohn?  In what way can this statement be
considered sarcastic?

4. Hemingway’s writing style is characterized by short, simple sentences.  Find a passage in
this chapter illustrating this style.
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Chapter II

Vocabulary
divine—relating to a god
rebound—to spring back
sinister—evil
amorous—loving
intensely—strongly

1. How does the success of Cohn’s first novel change his relationship with Frances?

2. What is revealed about Jake’s occupation in this chapter?

3. What do the following two quotations from Jake’s conversation with Cohn about South
America reveal about Jake’s views on life and death?

A. “Nobody ever lives their life all the way up except bull-fighters.” (Pg. 18)

B. “Listen, Robert, going to another country doesn’t make any difference.  I’ve tried all
that. You can’t get away from yourself by moving from one place to another.  There’s
nothing to that.” (Pg. 19)

4. Support or refute the following statement with incidents from the story.
It is ironic that Jake wants Cohn to live his life outside the fantasy of books, yet Jake
fantasizes about the sex lives of his friends.
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Chapter III

Vocabulary
absinthe—a liqueur
sullen—moody
deserted—left behind
vague—unclear
calamity—tragedy
revived—to bring back
cordially—hospitably
liable—answerable
astonished—surprised
extraordinarily—unusually
proprietor—owner
grimacing—looking unhappy
simpering—smirking
composure—calmness
compatriot—fellow countryman
restraint—control

1. Who is Georgette?  What does Jake mean when he tells Georgette that he is “sick” and got
hurt in the war?

2. What kind of men are with Brett when she enters the bar?  Why do you suppose Jake is
angry when he sees them?

3. Jake describes Brett as “damned good-looking.  She wore a slipover jersey sweater and a
tweed skirt, and her hair was brushed back like a boy’s.  She started all that.  She was built
with curves like the hull of a racing yacht, and you missed none of it with that wool jersey.”
(Pgs. 29-30)
What is implied about Brett’s character with this description?

4. What evidence is there that Jake and Brett are more than just casual friends?

5. In what way can Cohn’s behavior toward Brett be considered inappropriate?
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Chapter IV

Vocabulary
imperfections—flaws
inscription—engraving
circularizing—publicizing
grievance—complaint
liaison—personal business
livery—uniform

1. Why does Brett consider Jake’s war injury her punishment for being with too many men?
How is their situation an example of irony?

2. How does the following quotation help the reader understand Jake’s realistic approach to
life?

“I was pretty well through with the subject.  At one time or another I had
probably considered it from most of its various angles, including the one that
certain injuries or imperfections are a subject of merriment while remaining
quite serious for the person possessing them.” (Pg. 35)

3. Why does Jake cry when he goes to bed the night after meeting Brett at the club?  How does
the Church suggest Jake cope with his inability to have sex?

4. What do you think Brett means when she says the Count is “one of us”?

5. How does Jake feel about Brett right after she leaves his apartment?  What does the last
sentence in the chapter (“It is awfully easy to be hard-boiled about everything in the daytime,
but at night it is another thing.”) reveal about how Jake is feeling before going to sleep?
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Chapter V

Vocabulary
manipulated—rearranged
spectacles—reading glasses
diplomat—ambassadorial representative
obligations—responsibilities
dysentery—diarrhea

1. Hemingway does not directly tell us anything about how Jake feels when he is talking to the
two newspaper men.  It is typical of his style to let the reader interpret his meaning from
their conversations.  What evidence is there in their dialogue that Jake does not consider
these men his friends?  How are their lives different from Jake’s?

2. What “facts” does Jake bluntly tell Cohn about Brett?  Why does Cohn not believe Jake?
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Chapter VI

Vocabulary
semaphore—system of signaling with flags
engaged—busy
journey—trip
conceit—arrogance
inconsequentially—unimportantly
dreadful—awful
alimony—payments from one spouse to another after divorce
impulse—whim
platonic—friendly
literary—scholarly
flat—a one-floor apartment

1. List three ways Harvey Stone insults Cohn.  How does Cohn respond to these attacks?

2. This novel is a narrative written in first-person.  Jake is the only speaker and the events are
told from his perspective.  Find a passage in this chapter where Jake breaks away from the
story to talk directly to the reader to confide to the reader some special information
previously left unclear.

3. Why does Frances believe Robert is being unfair when he refuses to marry her?

4. What evidence is there that Jake disapproves of Frances’ cruelty to Cohn and his meek
acceptance of her criticisms?
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Chapter VII

Vocabulary
siphon—a device used to transfer liquid from one area to another
bilge—nonsense
obstinate—stubborn
ruddy—red
ostentatious—showy
antiquities—relics

1. How does Brett manage to win the approval of Jake’s landlady?

2. Why do Brett and Jake not make a life together without sex?

3. What does the Count’s passion for wines reveal about his character?  Why does Brett again
say that the Count is “one of them”?

4. How do you suppose Jake feels after he kisses Brett good night, and she tells him she will
not see him again?  Why do you think Hemingway abruptly ends the chapter with Jake
going to bed alone?
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BOOK II

Chapter VIII

Vocabulary
prospect—possibility
commenced—started
violated—broken
juncture—crossroad
daunted—subdued
pestilential—like a plague
armistice—truce
jutted—stuck out
undischarged—not fired
outbursts—loud interruptions
indecent—obscene

1. Why do you suppose Jake likes to spend time with Bill Gordon?

2. Compare the black boxer in Budapest with Cohn who boxed at Princeton.  Why does Bill
admire the black boxer?  What qualities does the boxer have that Cohn lacks?

3. Some critics believe the “stuffed dogs” Bill Gordon jokes about are a metaphor for the
characters in the book who are searching for meaning in their lives after WWI. They are
having trouble adjusting to life after the war because of their lack of direction, spirituality,
and loss of values. Like stuffed animals, they are cute to look at, but they are only imitating
life.  Cite incidents from the story to support or refute this idea.  If you disagree, what else
could the stuffed dogs represent?

4. Hemingway uses dialogue to enhance characterization.  What does the reader learn about
Mike from the dialogue at the bar?
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Chapter IX

Vocabulary
itinerary—plan
pilgrimage—journey
successive—consecutive

1. How do you think Jake feels when Brett tells him she traveled to San Sebastian with Cohn?
Why did Brett confide this “news” to Jake?

2. Contrast the way in which the American tourists eat their lunch with the way Bill and Jake
eat their sandwiches.  What do you think Hemingway might be saying about Americans and
their ability to experience other countries?

3. In what ways can the description of the American family be considered satirical?

4. What does Jake notice about Cohn when he introduces him to Bill Gordon?
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Chapter X

Vocabulary
furrowed—wrinkled
plateau—top
interpret—translate
archivist—person in charge of public records
porter—caretaker
façade—front of a building
regretted—felt poorly
confidential—secret

1. What does Cohn do to make Bill angry?  Do you think Bill would have been angry if Cohn
was not Jewish?

2. Why does Jake think he is a bad Catholic?  What do you think the Catholic Church means to
Jake?

3. What does the following conversation about bullfights tell the reader about the reason that
Jake is attracted to the sport?

“Robert Cohn said.  “Let’s bet on something else.  Can you bet on bull-
fights?”
“You could,” Bill said, “but you don’t need to.”
“It would be like betting on the war,” I said.  “You don’t need any 
economic interest.” (Pg. 104)

4. List two ways Jake enjoys Cohn’s discomfort over his relationship with Brett.

5. Why do you think Bill tells Jake about his dislike for Cohn?  What is revealed about Bill that
might make him undesirable to Brett?
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Chapter XI

Vocabulary
trajectory—flight
waggled—shook
barren—desolate

1. Some critics feel that this chapter demonstrates the love the Basque people feel for their
country.  Cite incidents from the chapter to support or refute this idea.

2. What evidence is there in this chapter that the unspoiled area of Burguete is already
beginning to be changed by the influx of tourism to the area?

3. How do you think Cohn would have felt about the trip to the hills, if he had accompanied
Jake and Bill on their fishing trip?
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Chapter XII

Vocabulary
diligence—industry
irony—mockery
pity—compassion
expatriated—without a country
impotent—sexually inadequate
bulked—heaved
sapling—young tree
quivered—shook
shucked—cut
utilize—use
simian—apelike
disjointed—disconnected

1. Jake and Bill have an amusing conversation over breakfast.  What does the reader learn about
expatriates in this dialogue?

2. What does the following passage say about Bill’s religious beliefs?
“Let us rejoice in our blessings.  Let us utilize the fowls of the air.  Let us
utilize the product of the vine.  Will you utilize a little, brother?” (Pg. 126)

3. How does the following dialogue between Jake and Bill help explain why Jake is happy on
the fishing trip with Bill, and annoyed when he is with Cohn?

“Say,” Bill said, “what about this Brett business?”
“What about it?”
“Were you ever in love with her?”
“Sure.”
“For how long?”
“Off and on for a hell of a long time.”
“Oh, hell!” Bill said.  “I’m sorry, fella.”
“It’s all right, “I said, “I don’t give a damn any more.”
“Really?”
“Really.  Only I’d a hell of a lot rather not talk about it.” (Pg. 128)
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Chapter XIII

Vocabulary
intensity—severity
discredit—jeopardize
dashing—dapper
apertures—openings
ramparts—barriers
fortifications—protective walls
flanks—sides of an animal
perfunctorily—mechanically
sallow—pale

1. Why are Bill and Jake leaving when there is still time to fish?

2. Define aficionado.  What indication is there that Montoya has a high regard for Jake?  How
does Hemingway demonstrate that Montoya accepts Jake as a fellow aficionado?

3. One definition of steer is “a castrated male of the cattle family.”  Using this definition, how
can the conversation between Bill and Jake about the way steers are used to quiet the bulls
be considered a metaphor for Jake’s life with his friends?

4. What do you think Hemingway is saying about war heroes through the anecdote about Mike
and the medals?

5. Why do you suppose the woman at the wine shop and the three girls at the window stare at
Brett when she walks by?
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6. What could the following quotation about the bulls and steers be saying about the
relationships between the characters in the story?

“They only want to kill when they’re alone.  Of course, if you went in there
you’d probably detach one of them from the herd, and he’d be dangerous.”
“That’s too complicated,” Bill said.  “Don’t you ever detach me from the

herd, Mike.” (Pg. 145)

7. Why does Mike compare Cohn to a steer?

8. Circe is an enchantress from Homer’s The Odyssey who turns men into swine.  Do you
agree or disagree with Cohn when he calls Brett by that name?  Cite incidents from the
story to support your answer.

9. Find an example of sarcasm in the conversation between Bill and Jake at the end of this
chapter.

10. Define anti-Semitism.  What is revealed about Mike in the following passage?
“No, listen, Jake.  Brett’s gone off with men.  But they weren’t ever Jews, and they didn’t

come and hang about afterward.” (Pg 148)
Do you think Cohn’s chances for a more permanent relationship with Brett are hurt by his
Jewish heritage?

11. Why does Jake describe the evening meal as “like certain dinners I remember from the
war”? (Pg. 150)
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Chapter XIV

Vocabulary
retribution—getting even

1. What evidence is there that Jake is capable of being strong during the day, but finds it more
difficult to cope with his life after dark?

2. Why does Jake wish Mike would not drink too much and say terrible things to Cohn?

3. In what ways can the end of this chapter be called “the calm before the storm”?

4. What price does Jake think he must pay for Brett’s friendship?
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Chapter XV

Vocabulary
assimilated—absorbed
fifers—flute players
solemnly—seriously
monastic—religious
partition—division
shrill—high pitched
intricate—complex
spectacle—exhibition
suavely—smoothly
brusque—abrupt
discomposed—upset
contortions—twisting or turning the body into awkward positions
unattainable—unrealizable

1. What do you think Jake enjoys about the fiesta as described in the following passage from
the story?

“The things that happened could only have happened during a fiesta.
Everything became quite unreal finally and it seemed as though nothing could
have any consequences.” (Pg. 158)

2. How do the natives at the wine shop treat each of the following characters?  Which of the
characters are accepted by the natives?

Brett -

Jake -

Cohn -

Mike -

3. Hemingway’s dialogue in this novel is said to be witty and humorous.  Find an example of
the humor.

4. Compare Cohn’s reaction to his first bullfight with Brett’s reaction.  Why does Mike
continue to be cruel to Cohn?

5. List the reasons Jake thinks Romero is a good bullfighter.
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Chapter XVI

Vocabulary
concourse—gathering
braggartly—boastful
inquiringly—with questions
luminous—bright
careened—lurched
silhouetted—surrounded by light
plain—rolling country
torero—bullfighter

1. Why does Jake suggest that Montoya should not give Romero the message from the
American ambassador?

2. What does Jake do that makes Montoya unhappy?

3. Why do you think Jake decides to help Brett find Romero?

4. Why might some people consider Jake a traitor for helping Brett form a relationship with
Romero?
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Chapter XVII

Vocabulary
wickets—gates
languidly—at a leisurely pace
collared—grabbed by the collar
conquer—to beat
acclamation—praise

1. It is stated earlier in the story that Cohn does not like to box.  He has avoided several
possible fistfights up to this point in the story.  Why does he finally get so angry that he
fights both Jake and Mike?

2. When Jake returns to the hotel, all he wants is a bath.  He finally locates the bathroom, but
the water will not run.  What do you think is the significance of Jake’s inability to find a
way to take a bath?

3. One of the main themes of this story is that life is uncertain and death may come at any
time.  In what ways do you think the story about the young man killed in the running of
the bulls might support this theme?

4. Even though Cohn is the better boxer, how does Romero defeat him?
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Chapter XVIII

Vocabulary
proselyting—converting to religious belief
wan—pale
percale—fabric
terrain—land
fistula—sore
contemptuous—scornful
indifferent—apathetic
volley—barrage
decadence—decline
aesthetics—artful beauty
impaired—handicapped
imperceptible—intangible
mystifications—mysteries
brusqueness—tactlessness
inclined—having a preference

1. What does Brett mean when she says “I’m damned bad for a religious atmosphere, I’ve the
wrong type of face”? (Pg. 212)

2. What is the “terrain of the bull and the terrain of the bullfighter”?  (Pg. 217) Why is
Belmonte a legendary bullfighter?

3. Why do the crowds shout insults at Belmonte?

4. What is the difference between “perfect bullfighting” and “brilliant bull-fighting”?

5. In what ways does the story of Belmonte and Romero tie in with the meaning of the title
of the novel?
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BOOK III

Chapter XIX

Vocabulary
promenade—an area to walk
obscure—unclear
undulations—wavelike motions
buoyant—floatable
headland—hill
selectioned—chosen
ragged—shabby
gentility—being well-bred

1. Why does Jake over-tip everyone at the French hotel?

2. List the ways Jake finds to submerge himself in water after he returns to San Sebastian.  In
what sense can Jake’s return to San Sebastian be considered a rebirth?

3. Why does Brett think that Romero is ashamed of her?  Why does she decide to let him go?

4. What does Brett have “instead of God”? (Pg. 249)

5. The last line of the book is a question.  Brett says that she and Jake could have had a good
time together.  He answers, “Yes Isn’t it pretty to think so?”  (Pg. 251)

Do you think Jake truly believes he and Brett would have been happy together? Can this
be considered a happy ending to their story?  How does the end of the book tie in with the
title of the novel?
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