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Night

Objectives

By the end of this Unit, the student will be able to:

10.

11.

12.

discuss the techniques Wiesel uses to convey character and character relationships to
his audience.

analyze the importance of literary elements like first person narration, foreshadowing,
suspense, and rhetorical questions.

understand the difference between Night as a memoir versus Night as a piece of fiction.

respond to multiple choice questions similar to those that will appear on the Advanced
Placement in English Literature and Composition exam.

respond to writing prompts similar to those that will appear on the Advanced Placement
in English Literature and Composition exam.

offer a close reading of Night and support all assertions and interpretations with direct
evidence from the text, from authoritative critical knowledge of the genre, or from

authoritative criticism of the memoir.

discuss the dramatic development of the narrative in terms of exposition, conflict,
climax, and resolution.

demonstrate a literal, personal, interpretive, and critical understanding of the text.
analyze character dialogue to guide interpretation of a character’s thought process.

analyze the characters of Eliezer, Moishe the Beadle, Juliek, and Eliezer’s father and their
relationships to each other.

explain the importance of the title as a symbol throughout the narrative.

explain the central conflicts in the narrative, and explain the nature of the internal and
external conflicts with which various characters cope.



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

identify and discuss the following themes in the text:
faith;

inhumanity;

silence;

relationships;

suffering and survival.

mo 0% >

trace and discuss recurring imagery: night, animals.
identify surrealism and its effect on meaning.
discuss how the use of aphorisms contributes to the overall effect of the memoir.

discuss how Night could be read as an existentialist piece of literature.



Night
Lecture

I. Elie Wiesel

Elie Wiesel was born in 1928 in Sighet, a village in Transylvania, Romania. In 1940,
Romania became part of Hungary, an area that was soon invaded by the Nazis. Elie had
two older sisters and one younger sister. His family was Jewish, and Elie studied Hebrew
and the Hassidic sect of Judaism. It is presumed that his mother and younger sister died in
the gas chambers in Auschwitz when they first arrived, a fact that is paralleled in Eliezer’s
life in the memoir. He and his father were able to stay together through much of their time
at the various concentration camps they were forced to travel between: Auschwitz, Buna,
Buchenwald and Gleiwitz. Elie’s father died during the last few months of the war. Elie
survived and was liberated on April 11, 1945. After the war, he learned that his two older
sisters had survived.

Elie spent the next ten years living and studying in France, refusing to write anything
about his experiences in the concentration camp. Eventually he wrote Un die welt hot geshvign
(And the world kept silent). The original version of Night was written in Yiddish, and several
years later he wrote a French and an English version. Wiesel has written more than thirty
books, and countless essays and short stories.

Wiesel has lived his life speaking out against all forms of racism and violence. In 1985 he
was awarded the Congressional Medal of Freedom and, in 1986, the Nobel Prize for Peace. He is
partially responsible for the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington D.C.

II. About the Book

Night is an autobiographical narrative of Elie Wiesel’s experiences between 1941 and
1945, during World War II. The memoir was originally published in Yiddish and contained
close to nine hundred pages. When he translated it into English and French, he pared the
narrative down in order to provide a first-person account of his experiences. While Wiesel
maintains a use of figurative language and rhetorical features throughout the memoir, he
allows the events to speak for themselves and does little to add to the brutality and terror that
occurred.

Night, Dawn, and Day, the trilogy of which Night is the first book, chronicle Wiesel’s state
of mind during and after the Holocaust. In the past few years, there has been some concern
over the historical accuracy of Night. The teacher should note that Wiesel does not intend
his autobiographical account to be a comprehensive view of everything that took place in the
Holocaust, hence the classification as a memoir rather than a piece of nonfiction. Wiesel’s
aim was not only to relate the horrible events he experienced during life in the concentration
camp, but also to explore the relationships between fathers and sons and humanity and God.

The structure of the narrative is fragmented with little description. The sentence structure
is varied throughout the memoir to provide pacing and to contribute to the emotional weight
of the passages. The language throughout the memoir mimics the way in which the Jewish
prisoners must have spoken to one another, quickly, in order to avoid detection. Wiesel offers
the point of view of Eliezer as he is relating his experiences at the concentration camps, but
intersperses it with comments from the liberated Eliezer.



I11. Features of Wiesel’s Use of Language

1. Rhetorical devices
Wiesel's use of language helps emphasize the meaning, action, and tone of the sections.

Rhetorical questions

Rhetorical questions are questions that are asked to achieve a purpose other than
finding the answer to the question. The speaker may want to encourage reflection in
the reader. For example, when Eliezer sees the babies being thrown into the fire, he
asks a series of questions. “Was I still alive? Was I awake? How was it possible that
men, women, and children were being burned and that the world kept silent?” (p. 32)
Eliezer does not expect an answer to these questions. He wants the reader to think
about what his or her reaction might have been in seeing the same thing.

Sentence variety

Pay attention to the sentence structures that Wiesel uses in the narration. At some
points in the memoir the sentences are long, and in some passages the sentences are
only one word. Wiesel varies the sentences length, structure, and order in order to
parallel action in the passage or to help establish a tone.

Understatement

Wiesel uses understatement throughout Night to help the reader visualize the events
in the memoir. Because many people are familiar with the details of the Holocaust,
Wiesel understands that it would be difficult to adequately describe the true nature
of what happened. Instead, he lets the silence between the words serve as the true
meaning.

2. use of figurative language (especially simile, metaphor, personification, irony,
foreshadowing)
Wiesel uses figurative language throughout the memoir to amplify the images that the
narration already creates.

Simile

Be certain not to miss the “like” or “as” when reading the descriptions. For example,
when Eliezer describes Mrs. Schachter on the train he states: “...she looked like a
withered tree in a field of wheat.” (p. 25)

The image shows a woman who stands alone among the people who surround her. She
is already dead, as indicated by the word withered.



Metaphor

Metaphors can be recognized by finding the two ideas that are being compared. For
example, as the prisoners are first being transported from Sighet, they come face to
face with the men who will be guarding them. Eliezer uses the following metaphor
to describe the men. “Strange-looking creatures, dressed in striped jackets and black
pants, jumped into the wagon.” (p. 28)

The image of the strange-looking creatures is meant to describe the men who come
into the train to brutalize the prisoners. They are not really creatures, but Wiesel’s
image illustrates their animalistic brutality.

Personification

Personification is used to give human qualities to animals or objects.
“A glacial wind was enveloping us.” (p. 36)

“The stomach alone was measuring time.” (p. 52)

“Jealousy devoured us, consumed us.” (p. 59)

Irony

Verbal irony is when someone says one thing and means another; dramatic irony is
when the reader knows something that the character does not know; situational irony
is the discrepancy between the expected results and the actual results. For example,
when Eliezer goes to meet the dentist, the dentist has a mouth of “yellow, rotten
teeth.” (p. 51)

The irony is that a dentist should have mouth of perfect teeth.

Another example of irony is the inscription that is on the iron gate at Auschwitz:
“Work makes you free.”

Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing is a literary device that is used when the speaker gives hints about
what is going to happen later in the plot. There are various examples of foreshadowing
in Night, but they are very subtle. The reader often recognizes them after reading
further in the text. One of the clearest examples of foreshadowing is Mrs. Schachter’s
vision of the fires before the prisoners reach the camps. (p. 24)

Motifs

Throughout Night, Wiesel repeats literary devices and images that help to develop the
memoir’s major themes. Notice how night and light are used throughout the text; how the
Jewish traditions and holidays help to pace the memoir; and how animal imagery is used
to explore the dehumanization of the Jews.



Free-Response (Essay) Items
PRACTICE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 1:

Carefully read the passage on page 34 that begins, “Never shall I forget that night, the first
night in camp, that turned my life into one long night seven times sealed,” and then write a
well-organized essay in which you discuss the various literary techniques that Wiesel employs
and analyze their effect on the meaning and tone of the passage.

PRACTICE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 2:

The passage below is from a translation of Night by a Yiddish scholar who translated the
passage directly from the original Yiddish version into English. Read it, and then read the
corresponding passage beginning on the bottom of page 64. After reading and analyzing both
passages, explain the purpose of the scene and how it fits into the structure of the memoir.
Explain how Wiesel’s version is an improved version in terms of its literary devices as they
relate to theme and first person narration.

Passage 1
Both adults were already dead. The noose had choked them at once. Instantly they
expired. Their extended tongues were red as fire.

The slight Jewish child with the lost dreamy eyes was still alive. His body weighed too
little. Was too light. The noose didn'’t “catch.”

The slow death of the little meshoresl [assistant] took thirty-five minutes. And we
saw him wobbling, swaying, on the rope, with his bluish-red tongue extended, with
a prayer on his grey-white lips, a prayer to God, to the Angel of Death, to take pity
on him, to take his soul, liberating it from its death-throes, from the torments of
the grave. When we saw him like that, the hanged child, many of us didn’t want to,
couldn’t keep from crying.

--Where is God?--the same man asked again, behind me. Something in me wanted to
answer him:

--Where is God? Here he is, hanging on the gallows ... [ellipsis in original]
That evening the soup had no taste.

We hid it away for the next day.

From Wisse, Ruth R. The Modern Jewish Canon: A Journey Through Language and Culture (paperback version,
University of Chicago 2000). Reprinted with permission of the author.



PRACTICE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 3:

Read the two passages in Night that tell the story of the two boys who are murdered on the
gallows.

The first story begins on page 61 with “One week later, as we returned from work, there, in
the middle of the camp, in the Appelplatz, stood a black gallows.” The other passage begins
on page 64 with the line “One day, as we returned from work, we saw three gallows, three
black ravens, erected on the Appelplatz.”

Contrast the two episodes and discuss their significance in terms of Eliezer’s personal
development.

PRACTICE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 4:

Often in literature, a character will undergo a spiritual journey that coincides with the
narration of the plot. In Night, identify a spiritual reassessment or journey and explain its
significance to the work as a whole.

PRACTICE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 5:

Literary texts are often interpreted and judged based on the formal characteristics that classify
them in a specific genre. Explain how Elie Wiesel’s rhetorical techniques help to classify this
text as a memoir rather than a piece of fiction or nonfiction.

PRACTICE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 6:

Authors use imagery to help establish tone and purpose in their literature. Write a well
organized essay in which you discuss how Wiesel’s use of imagery helps establish the tone
and purpose in Night.

PRACTICE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 7:

Oftentimes in literature an author will create characters and relationships in order to contrast
the main character or the main character’s relationship with other people, much the same
way a foil works in a piece of literature. In Night, Wiesel mentions several father and son
relationships. In a well written essay, discuss the nature of the relationship between Eliezer
and his father and how it changes by contrasting it with the other relationships in the
memoir. Do not merely summarize the plot.



PRACTICE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 8:

The first-person narrator offers the writer the opportunity to relate a single event from the
dual views of the immediate participant and the older, wiser, detached observer, who knows
how the event, and the entire story, is going to turn out. Write a well-organized essay in
which you explore how Eliezer’s telling his story from both of these views contributes to the
overall meaning of the novel.

PRACTICE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 9:

The significance of a title such as The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is easy to discern.
However, in other works (for example, Measure for Measure) the full significance of the title
becomes apparent to the reader only gradually. How is the significance of the title Night
developed through the author’s use of devices such as contrast, repetition, allusion, and
imagery?

PRACTICE FREE-RESPONSE QUESTION 10:

An effective literary work does not merely stop or cease; it concludes. In the view of some
critics, a work that does not provide the pleasure of significant closure has terminated
with an artistic fault. A satisfactory ending is not, however, always conclusive in every
sense; significant closure may require the reader to abide with or adjust to ambiguity and
uncertainty. In an essay, discuss the final line of Night. Explain precisely how and why the
ending appropriately or inappropriately concludes the work. Do not merely summarize the
plot.



PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 1-5:

Read the passage on page 34 that begins, “Never shall I forget that night,” carefully before you
choose your answers.

1.

In the context of the passage, the word “nocturnal” (line 8) most likely means
(A)eternal.

(B) nighttime.

(C)malevolent.

(D)bountiful.

(E) benevolent.

The repetition of the phrase “never shall I forget” illustrates

(A)how each of the images described is burned on his heart forever.

(B) the seven times sealed that it mentioned in line two.

(C)Eliezer’s attempt to erase the memories from his consciousness.

(D)the members of Eliezer’s family who were killed at the concentration camps.
(E) Eliezer’s commitment to seek revenge on those who persecuted the Jews.

The phrase, “those moments that murdered my God” in line 10 is an example of
(A)understatement.

(B) irony.

(C)simile.

(D)personification.

(E) aphorism.

The phrase, “silent sky” in line 5 is a reference to
(A) the children Eliezer saw thrown into the flames.
(B) Eliezer’s mother and sister.

(C)God.

(D)Eliezer’s lost youth.

(E) the sky when it would not rain to douse the fires.

Lines 4 and 5 describe which of the following events in the memoir?

(A) the destruction of the schools in Sighet

(B) the million and a half children who were murdered during the Holocaust
(C)Eliezer’s sister who was killed at Auschwitz

(D)the babies that Eliezer witnesses being thrown into the fires

(E) Eliezer’s own youth being destroyed by the German occupation



PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 6-10:

Before you choose your answers, carefully read the passage that begins on the bottom of page
52 and concludes on page 53 with the words “Clench your teeth and wait.”

6.

Eliezer describes the interaction between him and Idek as being like a game
(A)in which both players were equal.

(B) in which Eliezer had the upper hand.

(©)in which Idek had the upper hand.

(D)that would never have a winner.

(E) that Eliezer could someday win.

Eliezer’s interaction with the young French woman is surprising because
(A)men and women are not usually in the same camp.

(B) the woman is trying to receive favors from the guard.

(C)the woman is the person responsible for getting Eliezer in trouble.
(D)the woman is also beaten.

(E) Eliezer did not believe the woman knew how to speak German.

The young French woman refers to Eliezer as “little brother” because she
(A)is Eliezer’s older sister.

(B) wants the guard to believe that they are related.

(C)believes that Eliezer is her little brother.

(D)is trying to comfort Eliezer.

(E) misunderstands the meaning of the words in German.

Idek continues to beat Eliezer after he is covered in blood because

(A)Idek is irrational and cannot tell how much pain he has already inflicted.

(B) Idek believes that Eliezer is being defiant because he will not scream in pain.
(C)Eliezer is screaming with pain and Idek wants him to be quiet.

(D)Eliezer cursed Idek after the beating, which only made Idek angrier.

(E) Idek is punishing Eliezer for the young French girl’s crimes as well as his own.

10. What effect does Eliezer create when he describes, at the top of page 53, the way in which

Idek beats Eliezer?
(A)irony

(B) suspense
(C)empathy
(D)morbidity

(E) humor



PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 11-15:

Before you choose your answers, carefully read the passage that begins on the bottom of page
106 with the words, “When I woke up, it was daylight,” and concludes on page 107.

11. Which of the following demonstrates Eliezer’s internal conflict as it relates to the care of
his father?
(A) “Yet at the same time a thought crept into my mind: If only I didn’t find him!”
(B) “That is when I remembered that I had a father.”
(O)“I fought my way to the coffee cauldron like a wild beast.”
(D)“I gave him what was left of my soup.”
(E) “With these few mouthfuls of hot water, I had probably given him more satisfaction
than during my entire childhood...”

12. The first sentence on page 107 is an example of a(n)
(A)apostrophe.
(B) anastrophe.
(C)aposiopesis.
(D)apposition.
(E) irony.

13. Eliezer’s father is denied food because
(A) he missed roll call.
(B) he received two bowls of soup at lunch and was told to save one for dinner.
(O)the guards ran out of food.
(D)Eliezer took his father’s ration.
(E) the guards will not give food to the sick prisoners who are going to die soon.

14. When Eliezer remarks, “Just like Rabbi Eliahu’s son, I had not passed the test,” he is
suggesting that
(A)he has failed God by not believing in Him.
(B) he has failed his father by serving him grudgingly.
(C)he wishes that his father would die.
(D)he wishes that he would die so he does not have to see his father suffer.
(E) he wishes that he and his father would die together.

15. What shift occurs in Eliezer’s tone between the final two lines in the third paragraph?
(A) from hope to shame
(B) from shame to hope
(C)from faith to doubt
(D)from commitment to obligation
(E) from revenge to submission



PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 16-23:

Before you choose your answers, carefully read the first three pages of section six that ends
“Our legs moved mechanically, in spite of us, without us.”

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

One probable purpose of this episode is to

(A)introduce Zalman as an important character.

(B) establish the cruelty of the march.

(C)present exposition about the events during the Holocaust.
(D)illustrate the nature of the conditions on men’s faith and perseverance.
(E) create reader sympathy for Zalman.

The men increased their pace during the march because

(A)the SS guards commanded a quicker pace.

(B) the increased pace made the prisoners feel alive.

(C)the prisoners were afraid of being trampled by those behind them.

(D)the prisoners were anxious to get to their next destination.

(E) the prisoners who reached the destination first would be treated to an extra ration of
soup.

What is the purpose of the imagery in the sentence, “If one of us stopped for a second, a
quick shot eliminated the filthy dog”?

(A)to describe the animals that attempted to make the journey with the prisoners

(B) to foreshadow the number of deaths that would occur on the march

(O)to offer a hint about Eliezer’s fate on the march

(D)to distract the reader from the true point of the episode

(E) to establish the image of the prisoners as animals

Eliezer’s statement to Zalman: “We cannot run like this to the end of the world,” is an
example of

(A)isocolon.

(B) hyperbole.

(C)metaphor.

(D)simile.

(E) irony.

The passage that begins, “I soon forgot him,” is an example of a(n)
(A) extended allusion.

(B) extended metaphor.

(C)existential text.

(D)surrealist text.

(E) allegory.



21.

22.

23.

The repetition of “To no longer” in the passage that begins “I soon forgot him” is an
example of a(n)

(A)isocolon.

(B) anaphora.

(C)anastrophe.

(D)fragment.

(E) metaphor.

The expression, “Chilled to the bone, our throats parched, famished, out of breath, we
pressed on,” is an example of a(n)

(A)apposition.

(B) apostrophe.

(C)shortened sentence.

(D)asyndeton.

(E) polysyndeton.

Eliezer refuses to die, even though he wants to stop running, because he
(A)wants to see his mother and sister again.

(B) is afraid to die by being trampled or shot.

(C)knows that at the end of the march the prisoners will be liberated.
(D)is afraid that his father will not survive without his support.

(E) wants a chance to seek revenge on the guards.



PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 14-30:

Before you choose your answers, carefully read the passage that begins on the bottom of page
77 and continues until the top of page 79.

24. What type of shift does not occur in the prison camp during the winter?

(A) The men are given proper clothing for dealing with the weather.

(B) The more experienced prisoners taunt the new prisoners about the camp atmosphere
in the winter.

(C)The prisoners do not have to work as hard in the colder weather.

(D)The prisoners are able to take a break on Christmas and New Year’s.

(E) The men receive better food rations.

25. What effect is Eliezer creating with the Hungarian Jew’s warnings to Eliezer?

(A) humor

(B) foreshadowing
(C)suspense
(D)irony

(E) exposition

26. Why is Eliezer in the infirmary?

27.

(A)Eliezer is in the infirmary because he is suffering from dysentery.
(B) Eliezer is in the infirmary to be next to his father.

(C)Eliezer is in the infirmary to avoid selection.

(D)Eliezer is beaten by the guards and needs treatment.

(E) Eliezer is suffering an injury from the cold.

“We went off to work as usual, our bodies frozen” is an example of
(A)hyperbole.

(B) metaphor.

(C)allusion.

(D)simile.

(E) parenthetical insertion.

28. Eliezer was treated well in the infirmary because

(A)he pays the doctor with extra rations.

(B) the Germans need him to continue his work.
(C)the doctor likes his father

(D)the doctor is a German Jew.

(E) there are no more selections.



29. This passage suggests that the Hungarian Jew
(A)fears being selected during the next selection.
(B) would like Eliezer’s company because he has been in the infirmary a long time.
(C)does not believe that he is going to be selected in the next selection.
(D)is trying to save Eliezer’ life.
(E)is going to be released from the infirmary soon.

30. The point of the last complete paragraph on page 78 is to establish
(A) the Hungarian Jew’ jealousy of Eliezer’s good health.
(B) Eliezer’s fear that the Hungarian Jew is telling the truth.
(O)the poor treatment of the Jews in the infirmary.
(D)Eliezer’s confidence that the Hungarian Jew is trying to mislead him.
(E) that the liberation is coming soon.



1.

MULTIPLE CHOICE ANSWERS

With Explanations

In the context of the passage, the word “nocturnal” (line 8) most likely means
(A) eternal

(B) nighttime

(C)malevolent

(D)bountiful

(E) benevolent

Nocturnal is defined as relating to night.

The repetition of the phrase “never shall I forget” illustrates

(A)how each of the images described is burned on his heart forever.

(B) the seven times sealed that it mentioned in line two.

(C)Eliezer’s attempt to erase the memories from his consciousness.

(D)the members of Eliezer’s family who were killed at the concentration camps.
(E) Eliezer’s commitment to seek revenge on those who persecuted the Jews.

The repetition of the phrase emphasizes how much Eliezer will not be able forget what
happened. If he only used the phrase once, the reader might not have as strong of a
response to the passage that interrupts the narration of the story.

“Those moments that murdered my God” in line 10 is an example of
(A)understatement.

(B) irony.

(C)simile.

(D)personification.

(E) aphorism.

Moments are incapable of any physical action. Eliezer is personifying moments to
illustrate the number of times he felt as if his faith was tested.

“Silent sky” in line 5 is a reference to

(A) the children Eliezer saw thrown into the flames.
(B) Eliezer’s mother and sister.

(O)God.

(D)Eliezer’s lost youth.

(E) the sky when it would not rain to douse the fires.

Throughout the memoir, Eliezer blames God for His silence. The sky represents that
metaphorical place where many believe we find God.



5. Lines 4 and 5 describe which of the following events in the memoir?
(A) the destruction of the schools in Sighet
(B) the million and a half children who were murdered during the Holocaust
(C)Eliezer’s sister who was killed at Auschwitz
(D)the babies that Eliezer witnesses being thrown into the fires
(E) Eliezer’s own youth being destroyed by the German occupation

While choice B is a plausible answer, Eliezer does not witness all of the children being
murdered at the concentration camps. He is only witness to the babies he sees getting
burned in the fires.

6. Eliezer describes the interaction between him and Idek as being like
(A)a game in which both players were equal.
(B) a game in which Eliezer had the upper hand.
(C)a game in which Idek had the upper hand.
(D)a game that would never have a winner.
(E) a game that Eliezer could someday win.

Eliezer describes the beating by stating “as if we had taken part in a game in which both
roles were of equal importance.” (p. 53)

7. Eliezer’s interaction with the young French woman is surprising because
(A) men and women are not usually in the same camp.
(B) the woman is trying to receive favors from the guard.
(C) the woman is the person responsible for getting Eliezer in trouble.
(D) the woman is also beaten.
(E) Eliezer did not believe the woman knew how to speak German.

When Eliezer describes the girl, he states that he does not believe that she knows how to
speak in German.

8. Why does the young French woman refer to Eliezer as “little brother”?
(A) The young French woman is Eliezer’s older sister.
(B) The young French woman wants the guard to believe that they are related.
(C)The young French woman is delusional and believes that Eliezer is her little brother.
(D)The young French woman is trying to comfort Eliezer.
(E) The young French woman is confused about the meaning of the words in German.

The young French woman is trying to make Eliezer feel better. She tries to connect with
him so he understands that someone else feels his pain.



0.

10.

11.

12.

Why does Idek continue to beat Eliezer after he is covered in blood?

(A)Idek is irrational and cannot tell how much pain he has already inflicted.

(B) Idek believes that Eliezer is being defiant because he will not scream in pain.
(C)Eliezer is screaming with pain and Idek wants him to be quiet.

(D)Eliezer cursed Idek after the beating, which only made Idek angrier.

(E) Idek is punishing Eliezer for the young French girl’s crimes as well as his own.

The text supports answer B when Eliezer explains that he believes it is his silence that
causes Idek to inflict more blows.

What effect is Eliezer creating when he describes at the top of page 53 the way in which
Idek beats Eliezer?

(A)irony

(B) suspense

(C)empathy

(D)morbidity

(E) humor

Eliezer wants the reader to be aware of and understand how Eliezer must have felt when
he was being beaten.

Which of the following demonstrates Eliezer’s internal conflict as it relates to the care of

his father?

(A)“Yet at the same time a thought crept into my mind: If only I didn’t find him!”

(B) “That is when I remembered that I had a father.”

(O)“I fought my way to the coffee cauldron like a wild beast.”

(D)“I gave him what was left of my soup.”

(E) “With these few mouthfuls of hot water, I had probably given him more satisfaction
than during my entire childhood...”

Eliezer struggles with maintaining the relationship with his father. He contemplates not
being able to find him after they are separated. The other passages illustrate instances
when Eliezer is trying to help his father.

The first sentence on page 107 is an example of a(n)
(A)apostrophe.

(B) anastrophe.

(C)aposiopesis.

(D)apposition.

(E)irony.

Aposiopesis is when the speaker deliberately stops the sentences short to leave something
unexpressed that is, or should be, obvious to the reader.



13.

14.

15.

16.

Why is Eliezer’s father denied food?

(A)Eliezer’s father is denied food because he missed roll call.

(B) Eliezer’s father received two bowls of soup at lunch and was told to save one for
dinner.

(C)The guards ran out of food and could not give any to Eliezer’s father.

(D)Eliezer took his father’s ration of soup.

(E) The guards will not give food to the sick prisoners who are going to die soon.

The text supports only answer E.

When Eliezer remarks, “Just like Rabbi Eliahu’s son, I had not passed the test,” he is
suggesting that

(A)he has failed God by not believing in Him.

(B) he has failed his father by serving him grudgingly.

(C)he wishes that his father would die.

(D)he wishes that he would die so he does not have to see his father suffer.

(E) he wishes that he and his father would die together.

Rabbi Eliahu’s son is the boy who tries to lose his father during the march from the
concentration camp. Eliezer feels like he is like him because he only gives his bread to his
father grudgingly.

What shift occurs in Eliezer’s tone between the final two lines in the third paragraph?
(A) from hope to shame

(B) from shame to hope

(C)from faith to doubt

(D)from commitment to obligation

(E) from revenge to submission

When Eliezer first thinks about his absent father, he is hopeful that he will not have
to worry about taking care of someone else, but instead will be able to focus on caring
for himself. Almost immediately, Eliezer feels regret and shame for feeling relief at the
thought of losing his father.

One probable purpose of this episode is to

(A) introduce Zalman as an important character.

(B) establish the cruelty of the march.

(C) present exposition about the events during the Holocaust.

(D) illustrate the nature of the conditions on men’s faith and perseverance.
(E) create reader sympathy for Zalman.

Zalman is described as a boy who read the Talmud and said prayers to the extent that the
other prisoners would laugh at him. Eliezer includes him in the memoir to illustrate how
far men fell while in the concentration camps.



17.

18.

19.

20.

Why did the men increase their pace during the march?

(A) The SS guards commanded a quicker pace.

(B) The increased pace made the prisoners feel alive.

(C)The prisoners were afraid of being trampled by those behind them.

(D)The prisoners were anxious to get to their next destination.

(E) The prisoners who reached the destination first would be treated to an extra ration of
soup.

Answer A is a possible choice; the SS guards did instruct the prisoners to move more
quickly. However, Eliezer describes that his reason behinds moving more quickly is
because it helps the prisoners feel alive.

What is the purpose of the imagery in the sentence “If one of us stopped for a second, a
quick shot eliminated the filthy dog”?

(A)to describe the animals that attempted to make the journey with the prisoners

(B) To foreshadow the number of deaths that would occur on the march

(O)to offer a hint about Eliezer’s fate on the march

(D)to distract the reader from the true point of the episode

(E) to establish the image of the prisoners as animals

Throughout the text, the prisoners are characterized in terms that create an image of
them as animals. Eliezer reinforces the image that the SS officer created when he tells the
prisoners that he will shoot them like filthy dogs.

Eliezer’s statement to Zalman: “We cannot run like this to the end of the world,” is an
example of

(A)isocolon.

(B) hyperbole.

(C)metaphor.

(D)simile.

(E)irony.

Eliezer exaggerates the amount of time that the group will have to run.

The passage that begins, “I soon forgot him,” is an example of a(n)
(A)extended allusion.

(B) extended metaphor.

(C)existential text.

(D)surrealist text.

(E) allegory.

Surrealist text emphasizes a speaker’s disjointedness from reality. The passage illustrates
Eliezer’s dream-like state as he thinks about dying.



21.

22.

23.

24.

The repetition of “To no longer” in the passage that begins “I soon forgot him” is an

example of a(n)

(A)isocolon. Sentences of the same length are used to reinforce an idea in the text.

(B) anaphora. Repetition of the same words at the beginning of several consecutive
sentences

(C)anastrophe. The natural order of words is inverted to emphasize the phrase that is
displaced.

(D)fragment. An incomplete sentence

(E) metaphor. There is no direct comparison in the text.

“Chilled to the bone, our throats parched, famished, out of breath, we pressed on” is an

example of a(n)

(A)apposition. The writer places two elements side by side; the second element is used to
define or modify the first.

(B) apostrophe. Addressing the speaker’s speech to an imaginary person or abstract quality
or idea

(C)shortened sentence. Compared to the other sentences in the text, this sentence is
much longer.

(D)asyndeton. Conjunctions are omitted from the text in order to speed up the rhythm of
the passage. Writers use this technique to make an idea more memorable.

(E) polysyndeton. Using conjunctions in close succession in order to slow the rhythm of
the passage and add solemnity

Why does Eliezer refuse to die even though he wants to stop running?
(A)He wants to see his mother and sister again.

(B) He is afraid to die by being trampled or shot.

(C)He knows that at the end of the march the prisoners will be liberated.
(D)He is afraid that his father will not survive without his support.

(E) He wants a chance to seek revenge on the guards.

Eliezer is lulled into believing that death would be a better option than continuing to

run. On several occasions the reader learns that he is not afraid to die. The reader also
understands the relationship that Eliezer has with his father. Eliezer would not let his
father be in the camp alone because he is afraid that his father would give up hope.

What type of shift does not occur in the prison camp during the winter?

(A) The men are given proper clothing for dealing with the weather.

(B) The more experienced prisoners taunt the new prisoners about the camp atmosphere
in the winter.

(C)The prisoners do not have to work as hard in the colder weather.

(D)The prisoners are able to take a break on Christmas and New Year’s.

(E) The men receive better food rations.

The passage states “We went off to work as usual....” (p. 78)



25. What effect is Eliezer creating with the Hungarian Jew’s warnings to Eliezer?

(A) humor
The passage is not humorous.
(B) foreshadowing
This answer is possible, but at the end of the passage the reader learns that Eliezer is
going to wait to see if the warnings are true.
(C)suspense
Eliezer’s decision to wait and see if the Hungarian Jew is telling the truth creates
suspense for the reader.
(D)irony
Nothing in the passage suggests that something is different than what it seems to be.
(E) exposition
The reader does not learn anything more about the plot through this exchange.

26. Why is Eliezer in the infirmary?

27.

(A)Eliezer is in the infirmary because he is suffering from dysentery.
(B) Eliezer is in the infirmary to be next to his father.

(C)Eliezer is in the infirmary to avoid selection.

(D)Eliezer is beaten by the guards and needs treatment.

(E) Eliezer is suffering an injury from the cold.

The text specifically states, “my right foot began to swell from the cold.” (p. 78)

“We went off to work as usual, our bodies frozen,” is an example of
(A)hyperbole.
The men’s bodies are not literally frozen. Eliezer is trying to explain how cold the
weather is.
(B) metaphor.
There is no direct comparison between unlike things.
(C)allusion.
There is no reference to anything historical, literary, or Biblical.
(D)simile.
There is no comparison using the words like or as.
(E) parenthetical insertion.
A parenthetical insertion would be indicated with parenthesis or distinct punctuation.

28. Why is Eliezer treated well in the infirmary?

(A)Eliezer is treated well because he pays the doctor with extra rations.

(B) Eliezer is treated well because the Germans need him to continue his work.
(C)Eliezer is treated well because the doctor likes his father

(D)Eliezer is treated well because the doctor is a German Jew.

(E) Eliezer is treated well because there are no more selections.

There is no textual support for any of the answers other than D. The reader can infer that
the reason Eliezer is treated well is because there is a “great Jewish doctor, a prisoner like
ourselves” (p. 78) who is taking care of him.



29. What does this passage suggest about the Hungarian Jew?

30.

(A)He fears being selected during the next selection.

(B) He would like Eliezer’s company because he has been in the infirmary a long time.
(C)He does not believe that he is going to be selected in the next selection.

(D)He is trying to save Eliezer’s life.

(E) He is going to be released from the infirmary soon.

The Hungarian Jew only shares the information with Eliezer because he wants to free
the bed so he is not compared with Eliezer during the selection. If Eliezer is not in the
infirmary, the man who is suffering from dysentery will look much healthier.

The point of the last complete paragraph on page 78 is to establish

(A) the Hungarian Jews jealousy of Eliezer’s good health.

(B) Eliezer’s fear that the Hungarian Jew is telling the truth.

(O)the poor treatment of the Jews in the infirmary.

(D)Eliezer’s confidence that the Hungarian Jew is trying to mislead him.
(E) that the liberation is coming soon.

The images in the last line suggest that Eliezer is worried about what the Jew is sharing
with him. Eliezer uses images of the grave and describes being filled with terror.



10.

11.

Discussion Topics/Questions

Make a list of the incidents that foreshadow the dangers that are coming to the people of
Sighet. Explain why you believe the people of Sighet, including Eliezer’s family, do not
believe that they are in danger.

Explain Wiesel’s purpose in including Madame Schichter in the memoir. What function
does she serve?

Throughout the memoir, Wiesel uses time to pace the story. In fact, on several occasions
he refers to Jewish holidays. How do the Jews in the concentration camps attempt to
observe their religion in spite of the brutality they face on a daily basis?

Discuss Eliezer’s character and the transition he makes from the young boy in Sighet to
the man who is liberated.

Elie Wiesel’s story does not focus solely on the negative images of the concentration
camp. At certain points in the memoir, he writes about events that gave him hope.
Chronicle both the events and emotions that led Eliezer to wish for death and those that
encouraged him to keep fighting to live.

Compare the language in the first half of the memoir with the language in the second
half. How does the language illustrate the characters physical and emotional changes?
You may address other characters, such as Eliezer’s father and the other prisoners.

Wiesel describes people who give up hope during their time in the concentration camp.
Find examples of passages that illustrate the reasons why people choose to lose hope.
Why are some people able to persevere and others not?

How does Wiesel demonstrate the dark side of human nature, in both the German
soldiers and the Jewish prisoners? Describe the rhetorical and narrative techniques that
he uses.

How does Wiesel’s relationship with God change throughout the memoir?

Analyze the relationship between Eliezer and his father. Be sure to cite instances that
demonstrate a shift in the relationship.

The title of this memoir alludes to one of the themes present in the memoir. Trace
scenes of darkness and light as they occur. Note the conflicts and emotions that are
developed in each scene. Explain how the title relates to these scenes and how it
functions as a theme.



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Discuss whether or not this memoir can be read as a narrative about the loss of faith.

Animal imagery is used throughout the memoir. Trace the appearance of the imagery
and what it comes to symbolize.

Complete a detailed character analysis of Eliezer. Indicate both his actions and his
motives. Also, point out his state of mind and what significant actions of his own, or
others, affected it.

Discuss how Elie Wiesel’s life is represented through Eliezer.
Explain the function of violence, as it occurs in the memoir, as it relates to both the

prisoners and the guards. Discuss whether or not you believe Eliezer was able to abstain
from the brutality.



Night

Advanced Placement in English Literature
and Composition Teaching Unit

Study Guide
Teacher’s Copy

Preface to the translation
1.  Explain the reasoning Wiesel uses for writing this memoir.
Elie Wiesel writes this memoir for the following reasons:
e He wants to try to understand the madness in history.
e As those who are left to tell the survivor stories of the Holocaust pass away, he wants to
leave behind a legacy.
e He wants to keep history from repeating itself.
e He wants to help people understand how he dealt with life and death at such a young age.
( Pg. vii)

2. Why does Wiesel consider Night the most important book that he has written?

Wiesel believes that you cannot understand the other books that he has written without this
book to establish the context.

3. How does Elie Wiesel explain what saved him?

Elie does not believe that he was saved by a miracle. He does not know why he survived
because he felt there were others who were more deserving than he.

4. Explain Wiesel’s purpose in writing the memoir.

Wiesel believes that he has a moral obligation to prevent the Holocaust from being erased
from people’s memories. He wants to bear witness to what happened during World War I1.

5.  What does Wiesel believe was the real purpose behind the German occupation?

Wiesel believes that the Germans wanted to erase the Jews from people’s memories.



6. As Wiesel describes his conflicts in writing the memoir, he admits that he had to search
for the right words. As he is describing his struggle he writes, “Or, incredibly, the
vanishing of a beautiful, well-behaved little Jewish girl with golden hair and a sad smile,
murdered with her mother the very night of their arrival?” (Pg. ix) To whom do you
believe he is referring?

Wiesel is referring to his mother and sister.
7. What does Wiesel worry about concerning his memoir?
Wiesel is worried that people will not be able to understand what happened in Auschwitz.

8.  Wiesel says of his writing style in the memoir, “And trusted the silence that envelops
and transcends words.” (Pg. x) How might this statement be a true reflection of the way
the writing style and purpose of the memoir interact?

Elie’s purpose of the memoir is to share with the reader his experiences at the concentration
camp. Throughout the memoir he uses understatement more than overstatement to describe
the brutality. Just as he condemns the world for its silence, his descriptions are also silent in
order to allow the story to transcend the words on the page.

9.  What do we learn about the attempts to get this memoir published? Why does Wiesel
believe it is successful today?

Eliezer had a difficult time publishing this memoir because people were unwilling to read

about a morbid topic like the Holocaust. Wiesel believes that people read his book now

because:

* There has been a change in the public’ attitude about the topic of the Holocaust.

* Publishers are more courageous now than they were forty years ago.

e The Holocaust is being studied in college classes and in high schools.

* Auschwitz is considered to be in the mainstream, whereas before it was spoken of only
behind closed doors.

Foreword
1.  Who is Francois Mauriac? Explain his connection to Elie Wiesel.

Francois Mauriac is a Nobel Prize winner who encouraged Elie Wiesel to write Night.
Mauriac met Wiesel when Wiesel came to interview him in France.
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At the beginning of the Foreword, Mauriac describes seeing the children in the cattle
cars during the German occupation. How does he describe the children? How is his
description different than the descriptions in the memoir?

Mauriac describes the children as “lambs torn from their mothers.” (Pg. xvii) This
description is contrast to the animal imagery that is used throughout Night. In Night the
animal images that are used to characterize the Jewish people are less innocent and humane
than the lamb.

How does Mauriac’s foreword help to classify Night as narrative nonfiction rather than a
piece of fiction?

Mauriac provides authentic background and credibility to what some people consider to be
Wiesels questionable story.

Night is a memoir about one boy’s experiences with the Holocaust. The reader sees the
boy’s journey into adulthood. Mauriac finds another aspects of this memoir that he finds
important. What does he encourage the reader to consider?

Mauriac encourages the reader to consider the consequences of a young boy losing his faith
in God. He wants the reader to see the young boy as someone who witnessed absolute evil
and survived.

Explain the allusions to Lazarus and Nietzsche that are found on pages xix and xx. How
does Wiesel connect with these two men?

Lazarus is a character from the Bible who is raised from the dead. Mauriac compares
Wiesel to Lazarus because he has been as close to death as a person can be. Nietzsche is a
philosopher who explored the fundamental questions about life. Throughout Night Wiesel
also explores the very basis of his faith: where is God and why is He silent.

How do Mauriac and Wiesel view the death of the sad-eyed angel differently?
When Wiesel witnessed the death of the sad-eyed angel, in his mind, God was dead. It was

the evidence that he needed to show that God was silent. Mauriac views the death of the sad-
eyed angel as the cornerstone of his faith.
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Section One

1.  Describe Moishe the Beadle. Explain the significance of beginning the narration with a
description of a man who would normally be considered an outsider to the narrator.

Moishe the Beadle is a poor man who lives in Transylvania, the home of the narrator. Moishe
the Beadle is a person who would normally be considered an outsider, but who gained the
respect of the townspeople. Physically Moishe is very unassuming. He is awkward and shy,
singing when he speaks. Considering the topic of the memoir, Wiesel uses Moishe the Beadle
to foil the ultimate prejudices of the Nazis as they invade Sighet. The people of Sighet are
accepting of Moishe the Beadle even though he would be considered an outsider, but the
Germans will not accept Jews. The contrast between the two attitudes will be highlighted
throughout the memoir.

2. During a narration, the reader may learn a lot about a speaker based on the descriptions
and observations the speaker makes about other characters in the novel. What do we
learn about the speaker based on his description of Moishe the Beadle?

The reader learns that the speaker is wise beyond his years. Eliezer is spiritually curious,
as he tries to study Kabbalah, and persistent in his wishes even though his father adamantly
opposes Eliezer’s study. Eliezer is also an emotional boy who cries when he prays, and he
needs emotional guidance.

3. Explain the theme of the passage below and how it will be revisited throughout the
memoir.

[...]He [Moishe the Beadle] explained to me, with great emphasis, that every
question possessed a power that was lost in the answer...

Man comes closer to God through the questions he asks Him, he liked to say.
Therein lays true dialogue. Man asks and God replies. But we don’t understand
His replies. We cannot understand them. (Pgs. 4-5)

This passage represents Wiesel’s use of silence as a recurring image and theme throughout
the memoir. After the Jews are transported to the concentration camps, Eliezer feels as if
God is not listening to his prayers. Eliezer believes that God is silent as all of the people are

suffering.
4. How does the following passage serve as foreshadowing in the memoir?

And in the course of those evenings I became convinced that
Moishe the Beadle would help me enter eternity, into that time when question
and answer would become ONE. (Pg. 5)

This passage indicates that at some point in Eliezer’ life, he is going to lose the
companionship of his mentor, Moishe the Beadle. By mentioning that he believes that he
is going to maintain a long relationship with Moishe the Beadle, he is foreshadowing that
perhaps this does not happen.
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10.

Explain the community’s reaction to the expulsion of the foreign Jews from Sighet.

The community is not surprised about the expulsion. They believe that it is a result of the
war. “Behind me someone said, sighing, ‘What do you expect? That’s war...”” (Pg. 6)

Describe what happens to Moishe the Beadle when he is expelled from Sighet.

Moishe is taken to the Hungarian border where he is led into a forest. In the forest, the Jews
were forced to dig deep trenches. After the trenches were built, the German officers shot the
men, women, and children. Moishe escaped.

Compare Moishe as he is described at the beginning of the memoir with Moishe after
his escape from death in the forest.

In the beginning, Eliezer describes Moishe as a man who sings when he talks, but a man who
says very little. He keeps to himself and leaves the people of Sighet alone. After his escape,
Moishe is a different man. “Moishe was not the same. The joy in his eyes was gone. He no
longer sang. He no longer mentioned either God or Kabbalah. He spoke only of what he had
seen.” (Pg. 7)

How did the people of Sighet respond to Moishe the Beadle’s tales?
The people return to life as normal. They do not believe him.

Explain the rhetorical strategy used in the following line: “Thus passed the year 1943.”
(Pg. 8) Why does Wiesel use this technique to end the narration about 1943?

Wiesel uses inverted word order to parallel the lack of action the Jews take after hearing
Moishe the Beadle’s story. The Jews do not take action but are acted upon.

In the section of text from page 8 to page 9, Wiesel uses several rhetorical strategies to
narrate the events of the German invasion. Find examples of two techniques and explain
their significance to the memoir.

One technique that Wiesel uses is sentence fragments. For example, he begins the next year
with a simple phrase: “Spring 1944.” (Pg. 8) The use of this phrase, and likewise others
throughout the memoir, represents the simple facts that are related to the German invasion.
The speaker does not need to describe in great detail the events leading up to the invasion,
because the events themselves are not of question in the memoir. The important part of the
narration is the human nature behind the events.

Another technique that Wiesel uses is the use of the rhetorical question. Rhetorical questions
are questions that are meant to encourage reflection in the reader. By asking questions such
as, “Annihilate an entire people? Wipe out a population dispersed throughout so many
nations?” (Pg. 8), Wiesel is asking the reader to engage in the same behavior as the Jews in
Sighet. However; the resulting answers to the questions are different.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

Explain the irony in the questions that Wiesel poses on page 8?

By using the questions, Wiesel is relating the disbelief the Jewish community experienced
when they thought about the rumors that the Germans were trying to exterminate them.
For the modern reader; the question that Wiesel includes in this section forces the reader
to remember the horrors of the Holocaust. For one group, the questions are questions of
disbelief; for one group, the questions are questions to be used as memory.

When Eliezer speaks to his father about trying to leave Sighet, his father responds that
they were not worried about the Fascists. The concept of the Fascists was too abstract.
How are Eliezer and his father able to understand the complexities of religion, yet
unable to understand the complexities of a political system?

For the Jewish community, understanding of their religion takes only a commitment to study
and faith. Trying to understand a different government, a government that has no influence
on the Jewish community’s current way of life, would be unimportant, not necessarily too
abstract.

Explain the effect of the juxtaposition of the following lines that serve as a beginning to
the new section that begins on page nine:

ANGUISH. German soldiers—with their steel helmets and their death’s-head emblem.
Still, our first impressions of the Germans were rather reassuring. (Pg. 9)

At the beginning of this section, the tone connoted through the use of the word “anguish” does
not reflect the same tone that is used in the third sentence. Likewise, the image of the death’s-

head emblem does not allow for reassurance. The images contrast and create two conflicting

emotions.

What does the speaker mean when he states: “The Germans were already in our town,
the Fascists were already in power, the verdict was already out—and the Jews of Sighet
were still smiling.” (Pg. 10)

The speaker is accomplishing two things with this statement. First, the speaker is
emphasizing that despite the chronological events up until this point in the story of the
German invasion, the end is already history. The reader knows that the German occupation
and subsequent annihilation of the Jews is a fact. However, at the same time that the reader
understands the historical significance of the events thus far in the narration, the Jews still do
not believe that anything negative will come from the German occupation.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

On page 11, how does Wiesel indicate through the narration that the story the speaker
is sharing is one in which the events have already been written in history? What can the
reader learn about the speaker through this?

The speaker interrupts the narration of the events (when talking about the yellow star) to
include an internal monologue. The speaker asks, “Poor Father! Of what then did you die?”
(Pg. 11) The reader learns that the speaker has a much greater understanding of the same
yellow star that his father considered “not lethal.” The speaker has a greater understanding
of the symbolism of the yellow star.

Why is the Jewish community unafraid after they are transferred to the two ghettos?

The Jewish community is unafraid because with in the two ghettos they are able to maintain
a life similar to the one they had before the invasion. They are able to establish a Council.
They are unafraid because they are among themselves.

Explain the following line: “The ghetto was ruled by neither German nor Jew; it was
ruled by delusion.” (Pg. 12)

Eliezer is explaining to the reader that the Jews seemed to have forgotten the place from
which they started. In the beginning, they were happy within their town and were able to
function without any loss of freedom. Now, the Jews are being forced to leave their homes,
and yet they believe that they are still safe. They believe that there will be no pain or anguish.

Throughout the narration, many of the events happen in the evening. What significant
event happens as Eliezer’s father is telling a story? How is the mood of the evening
contrasted? What narrative techniques does Eliezer use to indicate the significance of
what happens?

At the beginning of the section on page 12, the mood seems cheerful. Eliezer describes:

“A sunny spring day, people strolled seemingly carefree through the crowded streets. They
exchanged cheerful greetings. Children played games, rolling hazelnuts on the sidewalks.
Some school mates and I were in Ezra Malik’s garden studying a Talmudic treatise.” (Pg. 12)

The next phrase that he uses is “Night fell.” Almost immediately the reader loses the buoyant
feeling, and it is replaced with darkness. In the darkness, Eliezer’s father is called away to a
meeting. The reader learns that the story that he is telling “would remain unfinished.” The
speaker is foreshadowing that the news will be bad. When Eliezer’ father returns, the reader
learns that the ghetto’s inhabitants are to be transported.
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Explain the symbolism and irony in the following statement:

“The shadows around me roused themselves as if from a deep sleep and left
silently in every direction.” (Pg. 14)

The shadows are symbolic of the men and women who will soon be nothing but shadows or
memory, as they are killed in the concentration camps. The irony is in the fact that the men
and women who are moving to wake their neighbors are the same men and women who just
passed a cheerful day in the ghetto pretending that nothing was amiss.

Using the following text as an example, what is the effect of Wiesel’s use of ellipses
when the speaker is recounting a conversation?

“Half asleep, he was staring at me, his eyes filled with terror, as though he
expected me to burst out laughing and tell him to go back to bed. To sleep. To
dream. That nothing had happened. It was all in jest...” (Pg. 15)

Wiesel does not need to finish the thoughts because the reader knows that the threat of
deportation is not a dream. The ellipses encourage the reader to continue thinking about the
effect of the edict, just as the speaker is continuing to think about the edict, just as the man is
continuing to think about the edict.

How does the reader understand the hopelessness and exasperation of the men, women,
and children as they are being corralled and led to the convoys?

As Eliezer narrates this section (page 16), the reader sees his exasperation in the lack of
freedom when they are unable to get water. “Water! There was water close by inside the
houses, the backyards, but it was forbidden to break rank.” (Pg. 16) Again, the reader is able
to see Eliezer’s internal monologue as he shares the story of the deportation.

What joy do the men and women find as they are being allowed to finally move out of
the ghetto?

The men and women are happy to not be standing in the sun because it is so hot.
How should the reader interpret “tombstones” in the following line:

“They began to walk without another glance at the abandoned streets, the
dead, empty houses, the gardens, the tombstones...” (Pg. 16)

The reader can interpret the image literally. Perhaps the Jews are walking past the cemeteries
that are nearby. However; the reader can also interpret “tombstones” to be a figurative
representation of the lives that the men and women are leaving behind in the ghetto. The only
tombstones the men and women will have are their empty homes.
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24. Explain the allusions in the following passage that relates Eliezer’s sighting of the Chief

25.

26.

27.

Rabbi as he makes his way out of the ghetto. Why does Wiesel include them in Eliezer’s
narration?

“It was like a page torn from a book, a historical novel, perhaps, dealing with
the captivity in Babylon or the Spanish Inquisition.” (Pg. 17)

Babylon is considered one of the largest cities at approximately 167 BCE and 320 BCE.
During one of the political revolts, the Jews were forced to leave Babylon. In 539 BCE, Cyrus
the Great allowed the expelled Jews to return to their land. The Spanish Inquisition is an
allusion to a period of time in which religion was controlled by those in power. People were
not given the freedom to worship as they wanted.

Wiesel uses these allusions to remind the reader that religious persecution, and the expulsion
of a culture from their land, has been repeated throughout history. The two allusions that he
includes in this section are only a small part of the numbers of times that history has been
repeated. Wiesel wants the reader to remember what has happened and what continues to
happen.

How does Eliezer relate to his home before he is being expelled for the last time?

Eliezer connects his home with his thirst for religious knowledge. “I looked at my house
in which I had spent years seeking my God, fasting to hasten the coming of the Messiah,
imagining what my life would be like later.” (Pg. 19)

Elie Wiesel is using Eliezer to recount his experiences during the German occupation.
His memoir serves to remind and inform the reader of the atrocities the Jews faced.
Some people might believe that the religious Wiesel uses Night to forgive his captors.
How does the reader know that this is not true?

As Eliezer is recounting the moments that his family is taken from their home, he shares the
following thoughts:

“That was when I began to hate them, and my hatred remains our only link today. They were
our first oppressors. They were the first faces of hell and death.” (Pg. 19)

By claiming that hatred is the only link between them today, the reader can assume that Elie
Wiesel has come to terms with the past, yet he is unable to forgive the inhumanity.

When Eliezer and his family are given the opportunity to leave the ghetto, why do you
think they did not take advantage of the safe shelter?

Perhaps one reason Eliezer’s father refused to leave is because of the place that he holds in the
Jewish community. When the Hungarian officers first come into Sighet to transport the men
and women, Eliezer’s father is on the Council. He is a leader in the community and feels a
responsibility to the people. Eliezer and his sister do not leave because they do not want to be
separated.

T-9



28.

29.

30.

31.

Read the following passage:

“NIGHT. No one was praying for the night to pass quickly. The stars were
but sparks of the immense conflagration that was consuming us. Were this
conflagration to be extinguished one day, nothing would be left in the sky but
extinct stars and unseeing eyes.” (Pg, 21)

Explain the images included in the passage. How is the use of the image of night
contradictory to how we might expect it to be used?

One of the images present in this passage is the use of fire to represent that evil that surrounds
the Jewish community. Even stars are mere sparks to the large inferno that represents the
occupation. At the end of the passage, the speaker references unseeing eyes. “Unseeing eyes”
seems to ask the reader to consider the number of people, both within the Jewish community
and without, who were unwilling to see the evil that was being perpetrated on the Jews. For
the reader; the use of “night” asks the reader to accept the image as a safe-haven for the Jews.
Typically, night or darkness would be considered places and times of danger. In this instance,
Eliezer sees night as a time of safety because they are left alone.

How does the first section of the memoir conclude?

The first section concludes with the Jews being transported by train to an unknown
destination. They are confident, although they are unsure of their fate. The Hungarian
officers are pleased that the extermination went smoothly.

As Eliezer tells the story of the expulsion of the Jews, why does the reader not hear
about the non-Jews who are left behind until the end of the first section?

Elie Wiesel wrote Night in order to bear witness for the millions of people who died in the
Holocaust. However, in doing so, he did not want to speak for millions of people. As he relates
his tale, he cannot speak for those who were left behind because he was not one of them. The
only mention he makes of them is in the final paragraphs of the narration of section one.
“The town seemed deserted. But behind the shutters, our friends of yesterday were probably
waiting for the moment when they could loot our homes.” (Pg. 22)

What can the reader learn about the Jewish community after reading the first section?
The reader learns the significance of religion through both Eliezer’ insistence that he learn
the Kabbalah, and also through the commitment of the leaders in the community who stay

with the people. Even though the men and women are moved to new locations, they continue
to take time to observe their religious traditions.
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32.

In a piece of literature, good exposition will introduce the reader to the characters in the
story, give information as to what the characters are doing, inform the reader about what
the main conflicts may be, and foreshadow future events. Consider the first section of
the memoir. Explain how Night does and does not accomplish this.

Answers will vary.

In the beginning section, the reader is introduced to the main character, Eliezer. We learn that
Eliezer is a boy of great faith. We also learn about the relationship between Eliezer and his
father and see how his father is an important man in the community. The end of the section
begins with the major external conflict in the memoir: survival. The reader has not been
introduced fully to what will become the major internal conflict of the memoir, Eliezer’ faith.

Section Two

1.

How does Eliezer establish the mood at the beginning of this section?

Eliezer establishes the mood immediately by contrasting the image of the men and women
inside the cattle car with the freedom of the countryside that passes them by. The German
officers give the men and women commands, establishing who is in control and who is under
siege. The German officers refer to the men and women as dogs and begin the violence that
will progress throughout the memoir.

In thinking about the nature of a memoir as Elie Wiesel’s story of the Holocaust and
how it relates to the reader, explain the purpose of including Mrs. Schiachter in the text.

Mrs. Schachter is another person who is affected by the Holocaust. Wiesel begins her
inclusion in the story by making her human: she is a woman who lost her family by mistake.
Wiesel further describes her as a woman who was familiar with young Eliezer — a woman
who comes from a religious family. By giving the woman characteristics similar to him, he
reminds the reader that he is not alone in the experiences he describes even though Night is
his memoir; his story. In fact, as Mrs. Schdchter is speaking, she refers to the group traveling
as “Jews,” as another way to create a connection between the men, women, and children with
whom Elie Wiesel suffered.

How does Mrs. Schachter’s presence contribute to the anxiety that already exists on the
train?

Mrs. Schachter’s presence is tense because she is upset about the loss of her family. While she

is traveling on the train she believes that she sees fire in the distance. When the other’s on the
train look to see the fire, they discover that there is none.
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Explain the following sentence and how it relates to Mrs. Schachter.

“We were still trembling, and with every screech of the wheels, we felt the
abyss opening beneath us.” (Pg. 25)

Wiesel creates a connection between Mrs. Schdchter’s screaming and the panic that ensues
with the screeching of the wheels and the futility that the prisoners feel.

How do the men and women explain Mrs. Schachter's visions? Cite examples from the
text. Explain whether or not the reader should see Mrs. Schachter as a prophet or simply
as a woman who is delusional.

The men and women try to rationalize the woman’s behavior. The following are examples of

reasoning that they use:

e “She is mad, poor woman...” (Pg. 25)

o “You'll see, you'll find your husband and sons again...In a few days...” (Pg. 25)

e “It was though she were possessed by some evil spirit.” (Pg. 25)

e “She is hallucinating because she is thirsty, poor woman... That’s why she speaks of
flames devouring her...” (Pg. 25)

The reader should recognize that the woman is in fact delusional, but in her delusions she
recognizes her fate. The other people, considered sane by the reader’s standards, do not
recognize what is going to happen to them, in much the same way that the people of Sighet
did not recognize the warnings of Moishe the Beadle.

Using your understanding of sentence structure and how it affects the reading of a text,
explain how the sentence pattern contributes to the action described in the passage.

“I started to breathe normally again as I listened to the rhythmic pounding of
the wheels on the tracks as the train raced through the night. We could begin
to doze again, to rest, to dream...” (Pg. 26)

The beginning sentence of the passage is very long and fluid compared to the second sentence
in the passage, which is broken into smaller phrases. The first sentence enables the reader

to feel the long breaths that Eliezer is taking in order to calm himself. Then, as he begins to
listen to the wheels on the tracks, the sentences are broken into smaller phrases in order to
mimic the movement of the train’s wheels.

How did the men and women deal with Mrs. Schichter? How does the treatment of
Mrs. Schachter reflect Elie Wiesel’s conviction that evil treatment of the Jews led to their
belief that they were less than human?

The men and women bound and gagged Mrs. Schdchter. They also beat her. “She received
several blows to the head, blows that could have been lethal.” (Pg. 26) In a community in
which a woman is well-known to the others, normally the community would not beat and
gag someone who is suffering. Because the prisoners have been subjected to the same type of
treatment, they treat the weaker members of the group in the same way.
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10.

How does Wiesel use foreshadowing in the story of Mrs. Schachter?

Wiesel uses foreshadowing by illustrating the brutality that takes place under the
circumstances in which the men and women are placed. With Mrs. Schdchter; the reader sees
her own people turning on her. This foreshadows the brutality that the Jewish people will face
at the hands of the German officers and again at the hands of each other as they are trying to
save themselves.

After the deportees arrived at Auschwitz, they were unfamiliar with the conditions

that were within the walls. The men who are allowed to leave the train come back with
news about their fate. Categorize the tone of the following passage and explain why you
came to that conclusion. Explain the way in which the news about Auschwitz further
continues to mislead Eliezer and the others.

“When they came back, they told us that they had learned, in exchange for a
gold watch, that this was the final destination. We were to leave the train here.
There was a labor camp on the site. The conditions were good. Families would
not be separated. Only the young would work in the factories. The old and the
sick would find work in the fields.” (Pg. 27)

The tone of the passage is optimistic and almost earnest about getting into Auschwitz

rather than staying on the train. The sentences are short and to the point. The statements

are almost emotionless, and the reader can almost here the rush of words as the messengers
present the information. The reader should notice that at no point in the text, when Eliezer is
describing Mrs. Schachter’s treatment before they arrive at Auschwitz, does he mention that
the passengers began to believe her visions. The text is clear that they had no idea where they
were going, and they thought the train ride and listening to Mrs. Schdchter’s screams were
worse than the possible final destination.

Read the following line from the text: “We returned to our places, shame in our souls
but fear gnawing at us nevertheless.” (Pg. 27) Why would Eliezer feel shame at this

point?

Eliezer feels shame because once again Mrs. Schdchter’s screams caused them to look outside
the car as if what she was seeing was real.
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11.

12.

13.

How does the sentence structure in the final passage of section two reflect Eliezer’s
emotion as they reach Birkenau?

“In front of us, those flames. In the air, the smell of burning flesh. It must have
been around midnight. We had arrived. In Birkenau.” (Pg. 28)

The language and the sentence structure suggest that Eliezer was unable to fully grasp
the idea that Mrs. Schdachter saw the truth in her visions. A majority of the sentences lack
completion and reflect a fragmented thought process. The idea that time is not an issue is
reflected in Eliezer’s admission that he did not know the time and could only guess.

Do you believe that the passengers on the train recognized the “wretched stench that
floated in the air”? (Pg. 28)

The only association the passengers would have between the smell and the cause of the smell
would be Mrs. Schdchter’s warnings. Most likely they did not realize that the smell was
burning flesh.

Later in the memoir, Wiesel uses animal imagery to expose both the way the men and
women in the concentration camps were treated and also the depths to which the men
and women fell in order to survive. However, in the passage that begins “We stared
at the flames in the darkness,” that is found on page 28, he uses animal imagery to
describe something else. What does he describe? What is the effect of the description?

Eliezer describes the men who come in the train to take them off as “strange-looking
creatures.” Eliezer and the men and women on the train still see themselves as human beings.
Their oppressors are the ones who look out of place.

Section Three

1.

What does the following line indicate about Eliezer’s emotional condition? How do we
know that the emotion is universal?

“The beloved objects that we had carried with us from place to place were now
left behind in the wagon and, with them, finally, our illusions.” (Pg. 29)

Eliezer finally recognizes that the promises that were made when they were being deported
from Sighet were lies. He recognizes that as he loses the material objects he came with.

The reader should recognize that Eliezer uses the pronoun “our” to describe the illusions
rather than my. Perhaps Wiesel makes this distinction because even though he does not have
firsthand knowledge of how everyone is feeling at that particular moment, he does know that
at such a point, eventually everyone loses his or her illusions about what is happening.
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Using your understanding of imagery in the following passage, explain how its use in
this section highlights Eliezer’s memory of his final contact with his mother and sister.
Explain the emotional contrast between the first two lines of the passage.

“Eight words spoken quietly, indifferently, without emotion. Eight simple,
short words. Yet that was the moment when I left my mother. There was not
time to think, and I already felt my father’s hand press against mine: we were
alone. In a fraction of a second I could see my mother, my sisters move to the
right. Tzipora was holding Mother’s hand. I saw them walking farther and
farther away; Mother was stroking my sister’s blond hair, as if to protect her.
And I walked on with my father, with the men. I didn’t know that this was the
moment in time and the place where I was leaving my mother and Tzipora
forever. I kept walking, my father holding my hand.” (Pg. 29)

The passage is basically devoid of imagery and emotion. When a person knows that he or
she is going to see someone for the last time, typically the memory is vivid with detail. In this
case, because Eliezer did not know that this was the last moment, he did not remember each
detail of the departure. He remembers the protection that both his mother and father tried to
provide.

The first two lines create an interesting juxtaposition of memory and emotion. The first two
lines are void of emotion, but Elie Wiesel, upon remembering the final moment between him
and his mother and sister, must be filled with emotion. The reader would assume that the
moment would be descriptive, despite the eight words that signify the moment.

How do the other prisoners react when Eliezer and his father get to the camp? How
does Eliezer respond? For this to be a successful memoir, according to Wiesel, why is
it important that Wiesel illustrate that even those who were taken to the camps did not
realize what was happening?

The men at the camp are angry at the new arrivals. They believe that the men should have
been aware of what was happening. Eliezer responds by admitting that no one told them
what was happening. If Night is to be a successful memoir, Wiesel needs to convey the
difficulty in telling the story of the Holocaust. He needs the reader to understand the difficulty
that even those involved had in believing that such a terrible atrocity could take place;thus,
the reader would understand the importance of writing about the Holocaust so the world will
not forget.

Who is Dr. Mengele?

Dr. Mengele is described as the notorious Dr. Mengele, so the reader of today understands

his role in the Holocaust. At this point, Eliezer recognizes him only as a man with a monocle
who isindivating the direction that the older and younger men are to take upon entering the
camp.
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10.

Read the following passage and explain how Wiesel interrupts the narration of the story
to emphasize the truth behind what Eliezer witnesses.

“Not far from us, flames, huge flames, were rising from a ditch. Something was
being burned there. A truck drew close and unloaded its hold: small children.
Babies! Yes, I did see this, with my own eyes...children thrown into the flames.
(Is it any wonder that ever since then, sleep tends to elude me?)” (Pg. 32)

Wiesel interrupts Eliezer’s narration by inserting a parenthetical comment. Throughout
the memoir the reader is not given a large glimpse into the emotions that accompany Elie
Wiesels Holocaust experience, but in this case, because of the brutality of the memory, the
reader needs to recognize that the memory of the babies still affects him today.

Explain the effect of the rhetorical questions in the final full paragraph on page 32.

The rhetorical questions serve to connect to the reader. After reading about what happened
to the babies, readers surely have the same types of questions running through their heads.
Eliezer is able to justify those questions by reflecting on the same ones.

Why is Eliezer’s father upset that Eliezer did not go with his mother?

Eliezers father believes that he is going to have to watch Eliezer get burned to death. “He did
not wish to see his only son go up in flames.” (Pg. 33)

What is dramatic irony? Explain the dramatic irony in the following statement: “Still,
I told him that I could not believe that human beings were being burned in our times;
the world would never tolerate such crimes...” (Pg. 33) Why do you believe Wiesel
includes this in his memoir?

Dramatic irony is the contrast between what a character understands and what the reader
knows to be true of the situation. The irony in this situation is that the reader understands
that the world did, in fact, stand by and do nothing while the Holocaust was taking place.
Wiesel includes this in the memoir in order to remind the world of its silence. It is almost as if
Wiesel is condemning the world for its lack of action.

Explain Eliezer’s internal conflict after he sees the babies being thrown into the fire.
Eliezer would rather throw himself into the barbed wire than be thrown into the flames.
Eliezer’s father states, “What a shame, a shame that you did not go with your mother...I
saw many children your age go with their mothers...” (Pg. 33) How is this statement an
example of dramatic irony?

The reader knows that, after Eliezer last saw his mother and sister; they were presumably

exterminated. His father makes this statement because he does not want to see his son suffer
the same fate as the babies, not knowing that this would have already been his fate.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

In this section of the memoir, what insights into the Jewish religion and Eliezer’s
response to his faith does the reader see?

The reader should recognize the importance of prayer and the Kaddish in the lives of the
Jewish people. Eliezer assumes that the people may be saying the Kaddish for themselves,
even though it is the prayer for those who are already dead. The reader is provided a glimpse
at Eliezer’ first struggle with his faith. He questions why God is silent.

Using the following quote, characterize Eliezer as he has changed.

“For the first time, I felt anger rising within me. Why should I sanctify His
name? The Almighty, the eternal and terrible mast of the Universe, chose to be
silent. What was there to thank Him for?” (Pg. 33)

At the beginning of the memoir; the reader sees Eliezer as a young boy who is mystified by
God and his religion. In fact, religion is so important in the family that they take time to
worship even as they are being evacuated. At this point in the novel, the reader sees a distinct
shift in Eliezer’ attitude. He seems to have lost faith after witnessing the murder of countless
babies. He describes God as terrible rather than describing him in positive terms.

Cite an example of the imagery that Wiesel uses to describe the prisoners’ march.

One example that Wiesel uses is to describe the process as a funeral procession. Wiesel
writes, “We were walking slowly, as one follows a hearse, our own funeral procession.” (Pg.
33) By using the pronoun “our,” Wiesel is transferring the image from one of being observers
of the funeral procession to one of being participants in the funeral procession. In fact, they
are the living dead.

Explain the purpose of Eliezer’s father’s allusion to Mrs. Schachter.

Eliezer’ father’s mention of Mrs. Schdchter reminds the reader that it was she who foresaw
the fires of death. When Mrs. Schachter first had the visions of the fire, the people on the
train pretended that she was crazy or out of her mind with grief. Now that Eliezer and his
father face the fires, they realize that in fact she was right about her visions. The role seems
to be reversed in that Eliezer seems to be disenchanted with his life and wants to end it,

an act so extreme that it might be considered the action of someone who was emotionally
distraught (as was Mrs. Schdchter).

On page 34, Eliezer interrupts the narration to include a section that describes the effect
the Holocaust had on his life. Explain the prominent rhetorical feature that is used in

the section and the effect it has on meaning.

The prominent rhetorical feature is the repetition of the phrase “Never shall I forget.” This
phrase illustrates the permanence of his memories of his Holocaust experience.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

How does Eliezer describe the barracks?
Eliezer describes the barracks as the antechamber of hell.

In the following line, “so many crazed men, so much shouting, so much brutality,” (Pg.
34) what type of rhetorical feature is Wiesel using to emphasize the image?

Wiesel uses repetition to emphasize the nature of the men who are in the barracks. By
repeating the “so many,” and “so much,” the images that remain reflect what hell must
certainly be like—“crazed men, shouting, brutality.”

Throughout the memoir, the prisoners are made equal in the way they are treated, and
again, Eliezer sees their equality in another way. How does he describe the equality?

Eliezer describes the equality as nakedness.

Wiesel interrupts the narration on page thirty-five with a parenthetical insertion.
Explain the purpose of the insertion.

The insertion serves two purposes. First, it allows the reader to see further into the story with
Eliezer and his father. Because this memoir deals with memories of the Holocaust, Wiesel
does not need to create suspense in the plot. His focus is on showing how Eliezer remembers
what happened. Second, the story of the man having to throw his father into the flames is an
example of the father and son relationships that Eliezer will develop later in the memoir.

What seems to be the constant concern for Eliezer?
Eliezer does not want to be separated from his father.

“Freed from the barbers’ clutches, we began to wander about the crowd, finding friends,
acquaintances. Every encounter filled us with joy—yes, joy: Thank God! You are still
alive!” (Pg. 35) Do you believe that the men will share these same sentiments as time
progresses? Explain the irony in their statements.

The reader will see that, as time progresses, the men will become as brutal with each other as
the German guards are to them. We have already seen how Eliezer wishes to throw himself in
the electric fence, and a son has already had to throw his father’s body into the flames. To be
alive means that they will have to endure whatever hardships come and will have to witness
human brutality.
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Explain the narrative techniques that Wiesel uses at the bottom of page thirty-six
in order to describe the move from barrack to barrack. What is the purpose of the
rhetorical strategies?

Wiesel is careful not to provide too much emotion or detail in the description. The sentences
are short phrases rather than detailed descriptions. The shortened images reflect the way in
which the men must be taking in what they see. The men are running from place to place and
following orders. They do not have time to move slowly and take in all that they see.

In the memoir, Wiesel blames the Germans for dehumanizing the Jews. In many cases
Wiesel uses animal imagery to reflect the ways in which they were treated. After the men
have changed clothes, Eliezer states that “we had ceased to be men.” (Pg. 37) What do
you believe he thought the men to be?

Perhaps Eliezer was comparing the men to clowns. He describes how, when they were given
clothes that were either too large or too small, they looked funny. In the confusion of finding
the right clothing, the men appeared ridiculous, almost like clowns.

How does Eliezer feel after being in the camp for one day?

Eliezer is no longer a boy. After he witnesses the children being thrown into the fire, he
describes no longer being a child. We also learn that his faith is waning. Everything that he
once believed was consumed by the flames.

Explain the literal and figurative symbolism behind the black flames that Eliezer claims
to have devoured his soul.

Literally, the black flame could represent the flames that Eliezer saw when he entered the
camp. Figuratively, the black flame can represent the evil of the Germans.

Explain the imagery in the following line:
“We were withered trees in the heart of the desert.” (Pg. 37)

What in the context allows Wiesel to make this comparison? How might the trees be a
physical and mental comparison?

In this section of the text, Eliezer and his father are taken to a camp where the men are
carrying sand and digging holes. The literal use of sand in the memoir allows Wiesel to
compare the work camp to a desert. The men who are completing the work are the withered
trees. The men are withered physically because they have not been given food and water.
Their mental condition has also withered because they have been taken from their homes,
forced to work, and treated like animals.
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27.

28.

29.

Explain the allusion in the following line:

“Perhaps because of the thick smoke that poisoned the air and stung the
throat.” (Pg. 37)

Eliezer is alluding to the crematorium where people are burned.

Throughout the section, Eliezer wavers between having faith in God and not. After
seeing the babies thrown into the fire, Eliezer condemns God, but as a thick coating
of mud covers and hides the new shoes that he is told to remove, he thanks God. How
should the reader understand Eliezer’s faith?

Eliezer has a difficult time putting faith in a God who does not take care of his people. He
does not believe that there can be a God who allows babies to be brutally murdered. Yet, he is
able to give thanks for the mud because it is part of the universe. The mud is a small blessing
in the midst of so much that is evil in the world.

Cite the examples of figurative language in the following passage and explain the effect
that they have on the meaning.

“A pause. He was observing the effect his words had produced. His face
remains in my memory to this day. A tall man, in his thirties, crime written all
over his forehead and his gaze. He looked at us as one would a pack of leprous
dogs clinging to life.” (Pg. 38)

The passage reflects both the use of rhetorical devices and figurative language. Wiesel begins
this passage with a phrase rather than a sentence. The phrase mimics what it is supposed

to convey. A phrase is a smaller part of a sentence, so it would seem unnecessary to write

a whole sentence to indicate the pause. Wiesel also takes creative license in writing the
description of the man as a phrase rather than a sentence. The phrase is sandwiched between
two regular sentence constructions.

Wiesel also uses figurative language in the passage. “Crime written all over his forehead” is
an example of personification. The reader receives a glimpse of what the man must look like.
The personification also illustrates that the men were transformed by the crimes that they
committed. Crime is personified to show its infiltration in the lives of men. “[A]s one would a
pack of leprous dogs clinging to life” is an example of a simile. The description illustrates the
way in which the prisoners were dehumanized by the guards and seen as animals.
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30.

31.

32.

Explain the events as they transpire when Eliezer’s father gets to the barrack (Pg. 39).
What do the events illustrate about Eliezer’s transformation? Cite a textual example that
supports this recognized change in Eliezer’s behavior. How is Eliezer’s father portrayed
as an animal in this section?

When Eliezer’s father gets to the barrack, he becomes ill and asks if he can use the restroom.
The guard strikes Eliezer’s father. During the episode Eliezer remains silent.

Thus, Eliezer is changing from a boy who thinks of his father to one who is concerned more
about taking care of himself. “Only yesterday, I would have dug my nails into this criminal’s
flesh.” (Pg. 39)

First, the guard does not recognize Eliezer’s father. “As if he wished to ascertain that the
person addressing him was actually a creature of flesh and bone, a human being with a body
and a belly.” (Pg. 39) The second image is when Eliezer’ father “crawled back to his place
on all fours.” (Pg. 39)

Often, the setting is not just “where the story happens,” but instead is a geographical,
historical, social, economic, or philosophical setting. Explain the contrast of images that
are used to describe the setting that Wiesel establishes during his description of the first
days at Auschwitz found on page forty. What does the contrast convey to the audience?

Throughout page forty, Wiesel is careful to intersperse comments about the setting.

e “It was spring. The sun was shining.” (Pg. 40)

e “Lulled by the sunshine....” (Pg. 40)

e “It was a beautiful day in May. The fragrances of spring were in the air. The sun was
setting.” (Pg. 40)

In this description, Wiesel is not simply describing a place, but instead he is contrasting the
images of brutality that are around with the images of peaceful nature. The reader should see
irony in the way that the days can be beautiful and yet humans can be dark and evil.

What is written on the iron gate? Explain the irony of the saying.
The iron gate holds a sign that reads: Work makes you free. The irony is in the fact that the
prisoners are being forced to labor until they either die or are liberated. This work will never

set them free. Rather; it is the reason they are captive, to provide free labor for the Nazis.
Otherwise, they would have been sent directly to the gas chamber.
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33. Eliezer begins his memoir as a young boy who is committed to studying his religion
and who cries when he prays. Throughout this section, the reader sees his change from
a sensitive boy to a cynical young man. Cite an example on page forty where Eliezer
demonstrates that his childhood innocence and sensitive demeanor are gone.

When Eliezer is outside with the guards marching, he passes a sign which reads “Warning!
Danger of Death.” As he passes, he makes a dark, sarcastic comment about the danger

in which they find themselves on a daily basis. “Was there here a single place where one
was not in danger of death?” A young Eliezer would not have been likely to make such a
sarcastic comment.

34. How does Eliezer compare Birkenau with Auschwitz?

Eliezer believes that Birkenau is better because there are cement barracks rather than
wooden buildings. He also comments on the gardens that are around the camp.

35. Describe the way in which the men are given orders.

Typically in the camps, the men are beaten when they are given orders. The guards yell and
threaten instead of speaking civilly.

36. When Eliezer meets the young Pole who is in charge of the block at Auschwitz, he
describes his words as “the first human words.” Cite examples from the young Pole’s
speech that Eliezer might have considered kind. Why do you think that the man might
have taken that approach rather than treating the prisoners poorly?

The young Pole begins by smiling at the prisoners rather than beating them. He also refers to

them as comrades rather than referring to them as various animals. At the end of his speech

he recognizes that the men are tired and he bids them good night. There are several examples

of kind words in the passage, several of which are listed below.

e “Don't lose hope.” (Pg. 41)

*  “Therefore, muster your strength and keep your faith.” (Pg. 41)

e “And now, here is a prayer; or rather a piece of advice: let there be camaraderie among
you. We are all brothers and share the same fate.” (Pg. 41)

e “Help each other.” (Pg. 41)

One of the possible reasons that the man might have been kind to him could be because he is
also a Jew who has managed to elude the Germans. Because he might be a Jew, he probably
feels responsible to offer some kindness to his fellow Jews. A second reason he might be kind
to the prisoners is because he understands that the men will work harder if they are treated
well. Men who are treated poorly might work because they are afraid, but they will not be
loyal. Finally, if the young Pole treats the men well, the men are less likely to revolt (as if
they would be strong enough to lead a resistance).
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37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Contrast the way the incarceration begins at Auschwitz versus what the men were told
upon their arrival by the officers. How does the reader know that the prisoners’ first
impressions of Auschwitz are not an accurate representation of what is to come?

On page 38, the officers inform the prisoners about Auschwitz. “Remember it always, let

it be graven in your memories. You are in Auschwitz. And Auschwitz is not a convalescent
home. It is a concentration camp. Here, you must work. If you don’t you will go straight to
the chimney. To the crematorium. Work or crematorium—the choice is yours.” On the first
day, they are allowed to sleep late in the morning; they are given thick bowls of soup; they are
allowed to nap; they met friends that they had not seen.

The reader should recognize the ellipses at the end of the phrase “Auschwitz was, after all, a
convalescent home...,” as an indication that Eliezer is leaving things unsaid.

Eliezer describes himself as a spoiled child when he is given soup. What might he mean
by this?

Eliezer refuses to eat the soup that he is given for lunch. When he describes himself as a
spoiled child, he is indicating the good home life that he had before they were taken out of
Sighet.

Who comes to find Eliezer’s father? What does he want? How does the encounter
characterize Eliezer’s father? Why does Eliezer lie to Stein?

Stein from Antwerp comes to find Eliezer’s father. The reader learns that Eliezer father

is a man who was well respected in the community because he was always working on
community, rather than family, matters. Stein wants to know if Eliezer or his father has any
news about his wife Reizel or his two boys.

Eliezer remembers that his mother had not heard from them for years; however; he tells Stein
that they had heard from them. Eliezer lies to Stein in order to keep Stein’s hope and faith
alive. Eliezer is still a young boy who does not want to disappoint or hurt people.

Describe the relationship between Eliezer and his father as it is characterized by the
scene on page 42 that begins “At about noon, we were brought some soup.”

When Eliezer and his father are given the ration of food for the evening meal, Eliezer eats his
quickly before his father has a chance to tell him to save his food. Because his father notices

that Eliezer has eaten all of his food, he gives Eliezer his ration as well.

What happens to the Blockalteste who treated the men so well when they first arrived at
Auschwitz? How does Eliezer describe the new men who come to camp?

The Blockdilteste is removed because he is considered too humane to the men. Eliezer
describes the new men as veritable monsters. (Pg. 44)
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42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

How does the reader discover that Eliezer made the right decision when he told
Stein that his wife and children were okay? Describe the events that lead to Stein’s
disappearance from their lives.

Stein tells Eliezer and his father that knowing that his wife and children are alive is the only
thing that is keeping him alive. When Stein visits Eliezer one evening, he tells him that there
is a transport from Antwerp coming to the camp. Stein is going to check with the transport to
see if there is any news about his wife. After leaving to check with the people who arrive, he
never returns to see Eliezer and his father. Eliezer assumes that Stein had been given the real
news.

Eliezer describes Stein as being “so thin, so withered, so weak...” (Pg. 45) How is this
description ironic given the advice that Stein gives to Eliezer and his father?

Stein tells Eliezer and his father that they need to make sure that they avoid selection. He
describes Eliezer as very weak and dehydrated. He also warns them that weak men do
not last long at the camp. His statement is ironic because he is describing himself when he
describes Eliezer.

Contrast Eliezer’s faith in God with Akiba Drumer’s faith. What can Akiba do for other
prisoners but not for Eliezer? Explain the nature of Eliezer’s faith at this point in the
memoir.

Eliezer is unwilling to place his faith in God. He will not proclaim that God does not exist,
but he does not believe that God is just. Akiba continues to believe and sing. The men in the
camp are strengthened by Akiba’s words, but Eliezer is just reminded how much he doubts
God.

Eliezer compares himself to Job. Explain the allusion to Job.

Job is a biblical figure who was tested by God in order to test his faith

How do Eliezer and his father delude themselves much as Stein did?

When Eliezer thinks about his mother and his sister; his father tells him that they were young
and they probably are in a working camp. They delude themselves because they do not want
to hurt the other. “We pretended, for what if one of us still did believe?” (Pg. 46)

Why are the Germans who watched the processional not surprised by the Jewish
procession as they left Auschwitz? Describe the German officer’s behavior. Why is it a
blessing for the prisoners? Where do the prisoners arrive?

They are not surprised because they have seen many processions of Jews. They are
accustomed to the sight. The German officers flirt with the girls they pass. The prisoners are

relieved by their behavior because it leaves the officers no time to brutalize the men as they
walk. The prisoners are transported to Buna.
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Section Four

1.

Describe the atmosphere at Buna. What does Wiesel imply by “well-dressed”?

The atmosphere at Buna is deserted. It appears as if no one is left. When Wiesel uses the
words, “well-dressed” in quotation marks, he is implying that the men would normally not be
considered well dressed, but in terms of the attire of the normal prisoner, the men are dressed
well.

Why do the officers take an interest in the young boys as they come into the camp?
Why do you think Wiesel allow the reader to make assumptions before relaying the
truth? How does the parenthetical insertion add to the fact that Night is a memoir rather
than a piece of fiction?

Based on appearances, the reader would assume that like at the last camp, the officer in
charge is a kind man who feels a responsibility to take care of the young boys in the camp.
However, Wiesel later divulges that the guards really only wanted the young boys for
personal pleasures. Wiesel hides this information when he relates his earliest experiences in
the camp because the memoir is a record of his observances more than anything. At the young
age of fifteen, Eliezer might not have been mature enough to understand the implication of
what he was witnessing. The parenthetical comments indicate Elie Wiesel’s understanding

of the events when he remembers them many years later. The reader does not just receive an
image of the events as they happened, but also an understanding of the events as they can be
related by someone who finally understands what he saw.

Explain the conflict that ensues over Eliezer’s shoes. How does the conflict negate
everything the men and boys have been told about surviving in the concentration
camps?

When Eliezer arrives at the camp, a boy approaches him to tell him how to get into a good
group. In exchange for the information, the boy wants Eliezer’ shoes. Eliezer refuses to give
him the shoes. The men are told at the beginning that it is better for them if they will look out
for one another and try to help one another. The example of the shoes highlights how the men
are willing to weaken one another in order to survive.

How is the situation with the shoes ironic?

The situation with the shoes is ironic because Eliezer loses his shoes anyway. When he loses
his shoes, he does not receive any benefits like he is offered from the boy.

How is animal imagery used on page forty-nine? What is the effect of this imagery?
After the men have been at Buna for several days, Kapos come to organize the prisoners.
They begin to tell the prisoners where to go. Eliezer describes this selection: “They pointed
their fingers, the way one might choose cattle, or merchandise.” (Pg. 49) This imagery serves

to highlight the dehumanization that is taking place in the camps.
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Who is Juliek? How does Eliezer meet him? Describe the relationship between them.

Juliek is “a Pole with eyeglasses and a cynical smile in a pale face.” (Pg. 49) Eliezer meets
him in the section of camp where the band is practicing.

Throughout the memoir Eliezer and the other prisoners are treated like animals. Cite an
example of another image that Wiesel uses to describe how they were treated.

“He paid as much attention to us as would a shopkeeper receiving a delivery of old rags.”
(Pg. 50)

Who does Eliezer become friends with at the camp? What connection does he find
between their lives? Explain whether or not you believe it is impossible to have true
friends in the concentration camps.

Eliezer becomes friends with Yossi and Tibi, who are two brothers from Czechoslovakia.
Eliezer feels a connection with the two boys because when they were first evacuated from
their homes, their parents did “not have the courage to sell everything and emigrate while
there was still time.” (Pg. 50)

The concentration camps provide the opportunity for people to bond over their tragic
circumstances; however, because the situation Eliezer and the two boys are in is so extreme,
the likelihood of them remaining friends is unlikely. As the reader will see in the novel,

even family members turn on one another. To be true friends would be to place energy in a
relationship when the energy needs to be devoted to staying alive, and in the end, the survivor
is going to be the person who takes care of himself.

Who is Alphonse? Explain the benefit of having Alphonse as a leader of the block. Why
do you think Wiesel does not spend much time talking about Alphonse?

Alphonse is a German Jew. He is the leader of the block who allows Eliezer and his father to
have a blanket, washbowl, and a bar of soap. He also would try to find extra food for those in
his block who needed it.

Perhaps Wiesel does not spend much time discussing Alphonse because the point of his
memoir is to focus on the evil that happened during the Holocaust. To discuss a man who
is described in an oxymoron, German Jew, would be putting too much emphasis on a brief
moment of kindness from a representative of a group of people who changed the course of
history for an entire community of people.
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10. Why is Eliezer summoned to the dentist? How does Eliezer describe the dentist? What

11.

12.

13.

is ironic about his appearance?

The dentist is going to extract Eliezer’s gold tooth. Eliezer describes the dentist as a man
with “a face not unlike a death mask.” (Pg. 51) His teeth are yellow and rotten. This is ironic
given that in a traditional community, a dentist would have nice teeth as a sign that he is

a good dentist. In this prison camp, it is unnecessary to have a dentist who might be good
because his only job is to dismantle a Jew’ teeth rather than fix them.

How does Eliezer escape the dentist the first time? What does the dentist tell him?
Eliezer escapes by pretending to be sick. The dentist tells him to return after a few days.

How does Eliezer escape the dentist permanently? Why do you think Elie Wiesel
includes the account of the dentist in his memoir when he does not lose his teeth to the
dentist?

Eliezer escapes because the dentist’s office is shut down. The dentist is using the gold teeth for
his own benefit.

This episode is included for several reasons. First, Wiesel might have included it to show that
even those Germans who were assigned to follow Hitler found ways to benefit personally
from the imprisonment of the Jews. Second, Wiesel might have included it to show the
hypocrisy of the Germans. The evil nature of the German officers allows them to torment

the Jews for no reason and is encouraged, and yet the same evil tendencies that prompt the
officers to do evil for their own benefit are punished. Finally, the passage illustrates the
change in Eliezer’s personality. Eliezer feels no pity for the German dentist.

Explain how the following scene functions as foreshadowing;:

“In fact, I was pleased with what was happening to him: my gold crown was
safe. It could be useful to me one day, to buy something, some bread or even
time to live.” (Pg. 52)

A gold tooth is obviously of value to both a prisoner and a German. Given what the reader
knows about the treatment of the prisoners, it is unlikely that Eliezer would be able to escape
someone trying to take his gold tooth twice. The comment about needing it some day might
foreshadow that the tooth is going to be beneficial to Eliezer or that something is going to
happen where he is forced to give it away.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

After reading about the interchange between Eliezer and the young French woman (Pg.
52), characterize the young woman.

The young woman, who Eliezer believes looks like a Jew, is kind enough to give Eliezer bread
after he had been beaten by Idek, the guard in the warehouse. She is also a brave woman. She
speaks to Eliezer in German, and that slip might have given her away to the guards. Eliezer
explains that she has passed for “Aryan,” and her treatment has probably been better than for
the Jews. The young girl is also empathetic. When she looks at Eliezer; she “was smiling her
mournful smile....” (Pg. 53)

In the memoir, a majority of the animal imagery is associated with the Jews. How does
Wiesel alter the animal imagery in the description of Eliezer’s beating? Explain the
purpose behind the change in images.

When Eliezer recounts the beating he receives from Idek, he describes Idek as “[throwing]
himself on me like a wild beast....” (Pg. 53) Wiesel uses this imagery to show Idek’s savage
nature. Idek’s behavior is truly animalistic as compared to the way the Jewish prisoners were
made to feel like animals.

How does Wiesel interrupt the narration on page 53? What is the effect of the
interruption?

Wiesel interrupts the narration by telling the story of meeting the young French woman from
the warehouse years later in Paris. They spend time together reminiscing about their time in
the concentration camp. This interruption is another way of reminding the reader that the
events in this text are not fiction. Wiesel is recounting his experiences and demonstrates that
by inserting a description of something that happens years after his liberation.

Cite the simile that Eliezer uses when describing the beating that his father receives.
What image does it create for the reader?

“At first, my father simply doubled over under the blows, but then he seemed to break in two
like an old tree struck by lightning.” (Pg. 54) The image reveals the strong and weak natures
of the people involved in the beating. Eliezer’s father is the old tree, brittle and weakened by
his time at the concentration camp. Idek is the lightening, bringing down damaging blows on
Eliezer’ father.

T-28



18.

19.

20.

21.

Describe Eliezer’s internal conflict while he watches his father getting beaten.

Eliezer struggles between protecting his father and keeping silent. He chooses to keep silent,
a decision that is difficult because of the relationship he has with his father. Eliezer is angry
at himself because he wants to hide to avoid the blows himself rather than staying to protect
his father.

Read the confrontation between Franek and Eliezer on pages 54 and 55 again. Using
examples from the text, explain how Franek is different from the dentist who first tried
to take Eliezer’s tooth and how Eliezer tries to escape the situation differently than the
first time. What might this story tell the audience about the characters of the two?

Franek is different because he threatens Eliezer by threatening that something worse will
happen to him. Eliezer describes Franek as pleasant before he sees the gold tooth, unlike the
description he gives for the dentist in the beginning. When Eliezer refuses to give the gold
tooth to Franek, Franek torments Eliezer’ father about marching until Eliezer gives in.

During this confrontation about the tooth, Eliezer again tries to outwit the guard. This time
he gives the excuses of eating and getting in trouble with the people in charge of the camp.
When that does not work, Eliezer tries to help his father march so he does not have to watch
him get beaten.

Explain Eliezer’s statement: “I had lost my crown for nothing.” (Pg. 56)

Eliezer is upset because he gave in to Franek two weeks before they were forced to change
camps. If he would have thought only of himself instead of worrying about his father, he
would have been able to hold Franek off long enough to be transported from the camp.

When Eliezer sees Idek with the young Polish girl at the depot, what results? Analyze
the description of the scene and explain how it is different than the other brutal scenes
in the memoir thus far.

After Eliezer sees Idek with the young girl, Idek decides to punish him in front of the whole
camp. Idek whips Eliezer until Eliezer eventually passes out from the pain. When the beating
is over; Idek warns Eliezer not to tell anyone. This scene is filled with the ranting of Idek. The
reader is given a glimpse of both the actions of the aggressor and the thoughts and feelings of
the victim. Throughout the memoir, when there have been beatings, the reader is given very
little detail to show how the victim feels. The reader is also given only the barest details about
what happens. Because Eliezer is the victim, the reader is given the full scope of emotion.
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22.

23.

Cite several examples of figurative language that are used in the section between page 58
and page 61. Explain what you believe to be the meaning that Wiesel is trying to create
through these images.

e “Inno time, the camp had the look of an abandoned ship.” (Pg. 59) This image is used to
illustrate how vacant the camp looks during a raid. The image is a parallel image to the
image Eliezer uses to describe Sighet when they are first transported.

e “Avoyal feast going to waste!” (Pg. 59) This image is ironic in that it is comparing
a bowl of soup to a feast. The men who have not eaten see the bowl of soup as a feast
because they are used to meager rations. To the normal person the bowl of soup might
seem like dish water.

e “Two lambs with hundreds of wolves lying in wait for them.” (Pg. 59) The image
compares the prisoners to animals as they wait to be fed. The bowls of soup are compared
to the lambs. In the relationship between the lamb and the wolves, the wolves are the
aggressor and the lambs the victim. Wiesel wants to show how serious the desire is to
reach the bowls of soup.

e “Two lambs without a shepherd, free for the taking.” (Pg. 59) Again the image of the
sheep is used to describe the soup, but in this description, Wiesel continues the metaphor
to include the guards who are supposed to be guarding the soup. He compares the guards
to shepherds.

e “A man appeared, crawling snakelike in the direction of the cauldrons.” (Pg. 59) Wiesel
uses this image for two possible reasons. First, he might have compared the actions
of the man to a snake because he is trying to maintain the idea that the prisoners are
dehumanized through their treatment. The second possibility is that he is trying to create
an image of the man’s movements over the ground.

The teacher should recognize that there are several more examples in the passage that can be
used.

Explain the conflict that Eliezer faces as he is watching the Buna factory being bombed.

Eliezer is happy that the factory is being bombed because it is revenge against their captors;
however; Eliezer knows that his father is working and could be in the factory.
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24.

25.

26.

27.

Explain the significance of the following lines by first explaining the situation in which
the line is contextualized.

“We were not afraid. And yet, if a bomb had fallen on the blocks, it would
have claimed hundreds of inmates’ lives. But we no longer feared death, in any
event not this particular death. Every bomb that hit filled us with joy, gave us
renewed confidence.” (Pg. 60)

These lines are contextualized in the bombing of Buna. Eliezer is describing how the group
felt about the bombing. The reader should recognize that in claiming that the bombs that
could kill them gave them confidence, Wiesel is demonstrating how far the morale has fallen.
The prisoners do not mind death if it is connected with revenge. The lines also illustrate

that the prisoners do fear the brutal deaths that may come at the hands of their captors.

The reader should note that in this section Eliezer does not isolate himself from the other
prisoners, but instead, he places himself in the collective whole and chooses to speak for

the group. This is interesting given that Wiesel does not want to claim to speak for what all
members of the Holocaust remember, which is why he is careful not to make assumptions
about other prisoners’ feelings even if they are included in his memories.

Explain the metaphor in the following line: “The last sound of the American plane
dissipated in the wind and there we were, in our cemetery.” (Pg. 60)

Eliezer compares their barracks to a cemetery because he believes that this is the place that
they will die.

How has the tone in the camp changed since the invasion?

The SS officers are expecting something bad to happen. They were much harsher than on
other days.

Describe the ceremony and the demeanor of the first boy who is hung in the gallows.
(Pgs. 61-63) How do Juliek and Eliezer respond? Why do you think Juliek and Eliezer
react in the way that they do?

The boy is brought to the gallows to be hung for stealing during the raid. When he comes,
he is not nervous. “His manacled hands did not tremble.” (Pg. 62) He does not want to be
blindfolded, and he curses Germany before he is killed. During the ceremony, Juliek inquires
about how long the ceremony will take because he is hungry. Eliezer claims to be troubled
by the sight of the boy, and yet at the end of this section, he claims, “I remember that on
that evening, the soup tasted better than ever.” Eliezer touches on the reasoning behind their
behavior when he mentions the thousands of people he has seen die in the crematorium.
Perhaps Eliezer does not feel sadness over the boys death because countless people die every
day, and he is used to seeing death. Or, perhaps he is not saddened because the boy made a
choice to steal when he could have fought to survive a little longer by not drawing attention
to himself.
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

What is unusual about the hangings that Eliezer has seen in the camp? How does
Eliezer explain the phenomena?

Eliezer mentions that the victims do not cry when they are being put to death. The image he
uses to explain why they do not cry can be explained in two ways. First, the victims may be
incapable of tears, having forgotten how to cry when they are hurt, upset, or angry because
tears have not done them any good. Second, the image indicates that part of why they are not
crying is because their bodies are too decrepit to produce tears. They are so dehydrated from
lack of food or water that they are incapable of tears.

Provide an explanation for the parenthetical insertion on page 63. How does this story
relate to Eliezer?

The story is another way of Elie Wiesel reminding the reader that even the best people are
capable of becoming inhumane after time in the camps. The story describes a boy who beats
his father because his father did not make his bed properly. The boy brutalizes his father
instead of protecting him like a son should. Eliezer is facing the same challenges as he
continues to live with his father in the concentration camp. He is torn between wanting to
stay with his father and wanting to free himself of the responsibility of trying to protect him.
The reader has already seen an example of Eliezer’s willingness to keep quiet when the guards
are beating his father.

Who is the sad-eyed angel?

The sad-eyed angel is the pipel of the Oberkapo who is well liked in the camp. The pipel is
being held because he is accused of holding weapons in the block.

Why does Eliezer refer to the three gallows that are going to be used to murder the
young pipel “three black ravens”?

“Three black ravens” is used in literature and in various cultures to symbolize something evil
or bad. Wiesel compares the gallows to the ravens in a metaphor.

Why would the guards seem more worried to put to death the “sad-eyed angel”?

The guards understand the severity of hanging a small child in front of the thousands of
people who have been forces to watch.
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33.

34.

35.

How is the people’s response to this hanging different than the response to the previous
hangings?

The people who witness the murder of this small boy are crying. One man in the crowd asks
where God is in all of this. “Where is merciful God, where is He?” (Pg. 64)

Explain the significance of this event for Eliezer in terms of his faith.

For Eliezer, the murder of this sad-eyed angel is parallel to the death of God. When the man
inquires, “Where is God?”, Eliezers only response is that God is hanging from the gallows.
He cannot believe that God would allow an innocent child to be hanged, much in the same
way the murder of the babies earlier in the memoir remains with Elie Wiesel his entire life.
This event is what finalizes Eliezers change from the young boy who prayed and studied the
Talmud to the man who no longer has faith in a God that allows this annihilation to happen.

Wiesel is careful to use repeating images at the end of the fourth section in the murders
of the two boys. Cite the repetition and explain its effect.

Wiesel repeats the description of the soup. On the occasion the first boy is murdered, Eliezer
writes, “I remember that on that evening, the soup tasted better than ever...” (Pg. 63) After
the murder of the sad-eyed angel that Eliezer equates with God, he writes, “That night, the
soup tasted of corpses.” (Pg. 65) Wiesel wants to be sure that the reader understands the
significance for Eliezer when he witnesses the death of the young boy. The image of the soup
tasting like corpses in the second description is enough to cause the reader to pause; however,
by repeating an image that has been used earlier, Wiesel is guaranteeing that the reader will
stop to contemplate the seriousness of what has just happened.

Section Five

1.

How does Wiesel mark time passing throughout the memoir? What is significant about
the time of year that coincides with the beginning of section five?

Wiesel marks time with the seasons passing or the mention of days. He also uses Jewish
holidays. At the beginning of section five, they are celebrating the end of the Jewish year, Rosh
Hashanah. Eliezer contemplates the meaning of the word “last” and all that it signifies. The
prisoners overcome their fatigue in order to pray to God.

How do the people in the concentration camp react to Rosh Hashanah?

Ten thousand men come to pray, including the guards in the camp.
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Read the paragraph on page 67 that begins “Why, but why would I bless Him?” What
is Eliezer’s tone in this passage? How should we read this passage? Does it seem to be
Eliezer’s inner thoughts as he is participating in Rosh Hashanah, or is the reader getting
a glimpse of Elie Wiesel as he is remembering this moment at the concentration camp?
Justify your answer by providing examples from the text.

Eliezer is troubled in this passage. The reader is seeing the effects of watching and
experiencing the brutality of life in the concentration camp.

Some students might explain that the passage reflects Eliezer’s feelings, and some students
might believe that the passage is Elie Wiesel’s reflections years after the liberation. The
passage seems to suggest, with its mention of the Sabbath and the Holy Days, that the
speaker has experienced more than just the few months that Eliezer has been in the camps.
Also, the use of the rhetorical questions creates the illusion that Elie Wiesel is contemplating
his feelings from that moment in time.

Why does Eliezer believe that man is stronger than God? Why does he call himself the
“former mystic”?

Eliezer recognizes that his current beliefs are far from the beliefs with which he came to the
concentration camp. He believes that man is stronger than God because throughout the Bible,
when God is angered, he seeks revenge (in Eliezers eyes). Eliezer lists occasions when he
believes God punished the people. Eliezer sees the men at the concentration camp who pray
to God as stronger because they are not seeking revenge; they are praying to be saved.

Reread the paragraph on page 68 that begins, “But now, I no longer pleaded....” Based
on this passage, how has Eliezer changed?

At the beginning of the memoir, Eliezer is a sensitive young boy who is anxious and
determined to learn as much about his religion and God as he can. As the memoir progresses,
Eliezer slowly loses his faith in God. He does not doubt that he exists, but he does not believe
that he is fair. After the death of the sad-eyed angel, Eliezer loses all faith. This passage
demonstrates Eliezer’s anger at God. Eliezer no longer feels as if he belongs with those who
still believe.

Characterize the relationship between Eliezer and his father as it is described in the last
paragraph on page 68 that begins “I ran to look for my father.”

Eliezer and his father are very close. Eliezer still searches for his father after they are
separated for a brief time. Eliezer is worried about his father’ feelings. He wants to share the
same sentiments with his father, a belief in a happy year, but he no longer believes that it is
possible. When he finds his father; their bond is so close that they do not need to speak to one
another. In fact, Eliezer does not know the source of the tears that fall. “I felt a tear on my
hand. Whose was it? Mine? His?” (Pg. 68) Rhetorically, Wiesel uses the negative repetition
to show the emptiness of faith, the emptiness of words that they share. In spite of the lack of
words, Eliezer knows that they share the same belief that the new year will not be a happy
one.
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10.

11.

Explain the purpose of the rhetorical features in the passage on page 69 that begins “The
sound of the bell brought us back to reality.”

Wiesel uses a repetition of the image of a void. The void that he creates with words is
symbolic of the void of hope that he is describing.

When Yom Kippur approaches, the men in camp debate the issue of fasting. Many of
the men do not believe they should fast because of the dangers. Other men believe that
they should still fast to show God that they still believe. How does Eliezer deal with this
conflict?

Eliezer chooses not to fast. However, his reason for eating has nothing to do with the dangers
of fasting. Eliezer chooses to eat because he does not believe that there is a reason to fast. “As
I swallowed my ration of soup, I turned that act into a symbol of rebellion, of protest against
Him.” (Pg. 69)

How do the veterans describe the Buna from before? What does Eliezer mean when he
states, “They were not veterans for nothing.” (Pg. 70)

The veterans compare Buna to hell. They tell Eliezer that there was no water, blankets, and
very little food. They describe sleeping without blankets in below freezing temperatures.
Eliezer is upset by the descriptions and begs the men to save their stories. He realizes that
the men have taken the advice that they were given when they first came to the concentration
camps: look out for yourself.

What image does Eliezer use in describing the old men that continues the idea of
dehumanization of the prisoners?

Eliezer describes the old men as “hunted-down creatures.” (Pg. 70)

How does Wiesel’s treatment of characters in the memoir emphasize the fact that this
piece of writing is not a piece of fiction?

Throughout the memoir, Wiesel introduces several different characters who are briefly
described in the narration, but then who are discarded. For example, Eliezer meets Yossi and
Tibi during his early days in the concentration camp and describes the bond that they have;
however; Yossi and Tibi are not mentioned again until later and then only briefly.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

Read the following passage and discuss the rhetorical techniques and their effect on the
meaning in the passage.

“In front of me, there were only Tibi and Yossi. They passed. I had time to
notice that Mengele had not written down their numbers. Someone pushed
me. It was my turn. I ran without looking back. My head was spinning: you
are too skinny...you are too weak...you are too skinny, you are good for the
ovens...The race seemed endless; I felt as though I had been running for
years...You are too skinny, you are too weak...At last T arrived. Exhausted.”
(Pg. 72)

The sentence structure in this passage, as well as the inclusion of the ellipses, mimics the
way Eliezer must have been running past Dr. Mengele. With each stride Eliezer’s thoughts
were focused on passing the selection. The shortened sentences also mimic the breathless way
Eliezer ran.

Why does the Blockalteste become angry at the men after they ask him about their
names being added to the list?

The Blockalteste becomes angry at the men because they question him after he tells them
nothing will happen. One reason that he might be angry is because the Jewish prisoners are
questioning something that he tells them. His anger might also be because he feels guilty
about misleading the men. He knows that if their names are written down, they will most
likely be taken to the crematorium, and he is trying to convince them that they will be fine.

Explain the purpose of Wiesel’s use of language in the passage on page 73 that begins
“The bell.”

Throughout the paragraph, Wiesel repeats the word “bell” in order to mimic the ringing of
the bell that regulates the inmates’ lives.

What does the reader learn about Eliezer’s father after Dr. Mengele’s selection?
The reader learns that Eliezer’s father has been chosen for selection.

When Eliezer’s father is selected, he implores Eliezer to take the knife and spoon that
he has kept hidden. If you were to choose a line in the passage that best illustrates the
ironic nature of this scene, what would it be and why?

When Eliezer is talking to his father; his father implores him to take the knife and spoon

and not to sell them. Eliezer responds, “My inheritance...” (Pg. 75) This statement best
encompasses the irony in what Eliezer’s father is able to leave to him. Eliezer realizes how
far from an inheritance a knife and spoon really are in terms of what he would have received,
but in the current situation, the knife and spoon are invaluable.
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18.

19.

20.

21.

The final narration in the section that ends on page 75 rhetorically illustrates Eliezer’s
frantic emotions as he is leaving camp while his father stays behind. How does Wiesel
accomplish this?

The final paragraph is a series of shortened sentences that illustrate Eliezers pace as he is
leaving the compound. Wiesel also uses the pronoun “we,” which highlights the fact that
Eliezer is connected to another group of people as he is marching out of camp. Prior to this
moment, Eliezers companion and other half of the “we” is his father. The “we” that Wiesel
uses in the last paragraph of the section excludes Eliezer’s father.

How do Tibi and Yossi and the Kapo treat Eliezer as he is waiting to find out about his
father? How does Eliezer interpret this kindness?

Yossi and Tibi try to encourage Eliezer. The Kapo gives Eliezer easier tasks to complete
during the day. Eliezer believes that he is being treated like an orphan, and he attributes their
kindness to his father rather than God.

What does Eliezer mean when he states, “How good it would be to die right here!” (Pg. 76)

Eliezer believes that it would be good to die because he would never have to know his father’s
fate.

Explain the symbolism when Eliezer returns the knife and spoon to his father.

The return of the silverware is symbolic because Eliezer is acknowledging that his father is
the adult in the relationship between them. Eliezer is allowing his father to take care of him,
even if the care is in their minds. Later in the memoir the reader will see a dramatic shift in
these roles.

Contrast the image of Akiba Drumer as he was described earlier in the memoir with the
image of him now. Wiesel is careful not to develop any other characters in the memoir,
choosing only to focus on the experiences of Eliezer. Why would he choose to include
this information about Akiba Drumer?

Akiba Drumer should stand out in the reader’s mind as the man who was present during
Eliezer’s internal conflict about maintaining his faith. Akiba Drumer is the man who joined
the men in prayer and worship. Now, Eliezer describes Akiba as a man without faith. “He
just kept repeating that it was over for him, that he could no longer fight, he had no more
strength, no more faith. His eyes would suddenly go blank, leaving two gaping wounds, two
wells of terror.” (Pg. 76)

Wiesel is trying to show the reader how deep the torment and dehumanization goes in
making the strongest men lose hope. Wiesel does not believe that he survived the Holocaust
for any other reason than good fortune. He does not believe that he is any better of a man.
By including the story of Akiba’s passing, he is reminding the reader that the Holocaust took
even the best men. If God was going to save anyone or choose anyone to live to tell the story,
he would have chosen someone like Akiba who maintained his faith and was a spiritual
leader for many people.
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Explain the effect of Wiesel’s inclusion of the story about the rabbi from Poland.

Again, Wiesel needs to show the reader the nature of the conditions in the concentration
camps. He contrasts the early days in the lives of men like Akiba and this rabbi with their
final days. Even those men who demonstrate the greatest amount of devotion are unable to
sustain their faith.

On page 77 in the paragraph that begins “Poor Akiba Drumer,” Eliezer discusses how
Akiba Drumer could have saved himself. Do you believe that this is a comment about
religion or a comment about the strength of man’s determination and strength? Explain
your answer.

The reader should recognize that Eliezer has lost his faith in God. When he asserts that
Akiba should have kept his faith in God, he is not implying that it is Akiba’s faith, or God
himself, that would have kept him alive. Akiba’s strength is his incentive to fight, and he

lost that strength when he lost his faith. Faith in God and strength to fight are not mutually
exclusive, nor are they interdependent. For Eliezer; his strength to fight comes from his father
and his anger about God’s and the world’s silence. Akiba could have found his strength in
something other than God, but because Akiba began his journey in the concentration camp
with his faith, it is his lack of faith that ultimately kills him.

What does Akiba Drumer ask of the group before he is taken to Birkenau? What do they
do? What does their response demonstrate about the men?

Akiba asks the men to say the Kaddish three days after he is taken. The men forget to say
the Kaddish. Their actions demonstrate the men’s focus on survival rather than remembering
those who are gone. Eliezer mentions this sentiment several times in the memoir; the reader
should remember that he mentions his mother and sister only once after they are gone.

Describe the nature of the weather as the section opens on page 77. What might this
weather mean for the prisoners?

Eliezer begins this section by mentioning that it is winter. He uses hyperbole and simile to
demonstrate how severe the wind is. “... [A] glacial wind lashed us like a whip.” (Pg. 77)
The colder weather means certain death for those prisoners who are not strong enough. The
men are not given much warmer clothing, and the likelihood that men will be able to survive
the cold is slim.

What glimpse does Eliezer provide of the nature of the men in the camp?
At the beginning of the selection, Eliezer mentions the veterans of the camp. The veterans are

cruel men who would rather taunt the newcomers than make them feel welcome. The men
are becoming savages.
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27. As winter begins, Eliezer is sent to the infirmary because of his foot. This section of the

28.

29.

memoir is longer than many of the other sections and is much more descriptive. Why
do you believe Eliezer devotes so much time on this memory? Why do you believe he is
treated for his injury rather than being sent to the crematorium?

Wiesel includes this section to illustrate Eliezer’s good fortune while he is being treated. The
reader should remember that Wiesel does not want people to believe that he was liberated
from the concentration camp for any other reason than his luck. In this description of his
medical stay, Wiesel includes the conversation that takes place between Eliezer and the
Hungarian Jew. The Hungarian Jew tells Eliezer that there is still a selection inside the
hospital. Eliezer describes the man in such a way that the reader believes that this man, who
is skin and bones with dead eyes, would surely be the person who is picked for selection.

There really is no explanation for why Eliezer is treated rather than simply sent to the
crematorium. The reader rarely gets a glimpse of Eliezers personal appearance, though we
must speculate that he is as emaciated as the others, so we cannot assume that the officers
thought that he was worth keeping alive. The reader learns that the camp was going to be
evacuated, so the reader will never know if he would have truly escaped the selection inside
the hospital. What the reader does know is that by coincidence, Eliezer survives the doctor.
Again, this is another situation that Wiesel uses to demonstrate that Eliezer is not a special
person or one worthy of special consideration. He survives because of his good fortune and
coincidences that help to spare his life.

Eliezer speculates that the Hungarian Jew tries to intimidate him into leaving the
hospital for several possible reasons. List the reasons, and then explain what you believe
is the Hungarian Jew’s motivation.

The first reason that Eliezer mentions is that the man wanted a better chance of surviving
the selection. Eliezer must have been considered healthy next to the man suffering from dys-
entery, and the man did not want to be compared to Eliezer. The second reason that Eliezer
believes the man told him to leave the infirmary is simply to scare him, like many of the vet-
erans at the camps tried to do. Finally, Eliezer contemplates that the man is telling the truth.

The most likely explanation is that the man is trying to avoid selection. By having an empty
hospital bed next to him, rather than a healthier looking young man, the Hungarian Jew is
bettering his chances of survival.

To what does Eliezer compare an injection of morphine? How is it fitting in this scene?
Eliezer describes the rumors of liberation as an injection of morphine. The description is

fitting in this scene because Eliezer is in the hospital. The morphine, literal or figurative,
helps Eliezer physically and mentally.
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30.

31.

32.

33.

Explain the significance of the following line:

“I have more faith in Hitler than in anyone else. He alone has kept his
promises, all his promises, to the Jewish people.” (Pg. 81)

This statement is significant because of the sentiment that it offers about people’ faith. Again,
Eliezer describes another man whose faith in God is gone. Wiesel is demonstrating in this
one comparison with Hitler how far people’ faith has been pushed. The only person who
keeps his word is the man who is responsible for the extermination of millions of people.

Describe Eliezer’s internal conflict after he hears about the evacuation. How does he
make his decision?

Eliezer is in the infirmary for the injury to his foot. He is faced with staying in the infirmary
as the guards tell them or leaving with the others. If Eliezer stays in the infirmary, he faces
the possibility that the camp will be mined or the sick and injured will be finished by the
German guards. His father decides that they are going to be evacuated with the others.

Explain the rhetorical effect and purpose of including the following passage in the
memoir:

“After the war I learned the fate of those who had remained at the infirmary.
They were, quite simply, liberated by the Russians, two days after the
evacuation.” (Pg. 82)

Wiesel’s memory of the information he learns after the war is devoid of emotion. The
statement is very matter of fact, as it describes something of which there is no point
mourning. Eliezer spends very little time in the memoir mourning the people that he lost in
the concentration camp, so for Wiesel to be bereft over a chance at liberation without the
suffering of an evacuation would be belittling the lives of those who perished.

He includes this departure from the memoir to remind the reader that Eliezer’ story is really
his own. The reader is not reading fiction, but a survivors description of history.

On page 83, Eliezer refers to the last night in Buna in much the same way he
contemplated the “new” year. Explain the rhetorical technique Wiesel uses in the
passage that begins “It was cold,” and the affect it has on the meaning.

Wiesel repeats the word “last” throughout the passage. The effect of the repetition is to
emphasize how many “last” nights the prisoners have had. Because Eliezer has had so
many “lasts,” to use the word only once to describe the last night in Buna would have been
insignificant in explaining how he felt knowing that he would be leaving the next morning.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

How does the image that Eliezer creates of the men as they are preparing to leave the
camp contradictory for the meaning?

Eliezer describes the men as clowns; the reader might interpret the clowns as comical, but
Eliezer wants to convey the contrast between the image of the clown that is created because
the men are dressed in outlandish clothing and the image of the death that he creates by
describing the men as poor creatures.

How does Wiesel structure the final sentences on the bottom of page 83 to emphasize
the uncertainty of their destination?

The final sentences are parallel structures. In the first two sentences, Eliezer provides the
name of a place to which they might be marching. In the final sentence, the sentence ends
with an ellipsis leaving the reader to wonder where they are going.

Explain the irony in the passage that begins on page 84. What are the men asked to do
and why?

One hour before the men are supposed to leave camp, the guards command the prisoners to
clean the camp. They tell the prisoners that they do not want people to think that they lived as
pigs. The irony is that everything that the guards have done to the prisoners has dehumanized
them, as Eliezer recognizes when he states, “So we were men after all?” (Pg. 84)

To what does Eliezer equate the six o’clock bell? Why does he make this comparison?

Eliezer equates the six o’clock bell with a death knell. The comparison alludes to the
countless men who will die on the march between camps.

Explain the meaning in the final line in the section.

The final line in the section parallels the way the men are being evacuated from Buna. Eliezer
has described the number of blocks and prisoners who are at a camp. He is in Block 57, so
the reader must imagine that there are many blocks behind his. The mention of “It snowed on
and on,” mimics the way the prisoners move almost endlessly from the camp.

Section Six

Throughout the Holocaust, the Germans maintained control of the Jews through vio-
lence and dehumanization. At the beginning of section six, the SS refer to the prisoners
as filthy dogs. Later in the passage, Eliezer thinks, “If one of us stopped for a second, a
quick shot eliminated the filthy dog.” (Pg. 85) Why does he continue the metaphor that
the SS create?

Eliezer’ reference to the men in the same way the SS refer to them illustrates how much he

has changed over the course of his time in the concentration camps. The prisoners begin to
see each other as animals as well.
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Who is Zalman? Why is he important in the story?

Zalman is a boy from Poland that Eliezer describes as always “praying or meditating on
some Talmudic question.” (Pg. 86) Zalman dies on the march from Buna. Eliezer mentions
him because he serves as another example of a boy who has complete faith in God and who
eventually succumbs to the brutality of life in the concentration camp.

Reread the passage on page 86 that begins “I soon forgot him.” Explain the rhetorical
features and the effect they have on the meaning and tone in the passage.

One of the first rhetorical features is the use of smaller sentences to mimic the way Eliezer is
moving in the march. Then as he thinks about the end of his life, the sentence is interrupted
by ellipses that draw the reader’s attention to the way Eliezer might die. After the images of
the bullet, Wiesel uses figurative language to demonstrate the effect his thoughts are having
on his mind. Rhetorically, this passage is reminiscent of Hamlets “To be or not to be” speech
in which he contemplates suicide. In this passage, Eliezer is facing the same internal conflict,
ending life in order to end suffering.

What keeps Eliezer from falling to the ground during the march? How is his explanation
representative of the change in the relationship that he has with his father?

Eliezer thinks about his father and cannot stop running. He does not believe that he has a
right to die because his father would have no support system. At this point, Eliezer feels

responsible to care for his father. Before, Eliezer looked to his father as support.

Cite examples of the imagery that is used on page 87 and explain their meaning.

“These human waves were rolling forward and would have crushed me like an ant.” This
metaphor and simile represent the image of the mass of people who are moving from
Buna. The likeness of the wave illustrates the perpetual motion of the men. Eliezer likens
himself to an ant because he feels small in the mass of people. He sees himself as an
individual within a throng of prisoners.

e “By now, I moved like a sleepwalker.” Eliezer is describing the way that he is moving
without thinking about it in the same way a sleepwalker moves without being conscious
of his or her movements.

e “But all I had to do was close my eyes to see a whole world pass before me, to dream of
another life.” Wiesel uses hyperbole here to describe how impossible it is to imagine life
outside of the concentration camp.

e “The road was endless.” Again, Wiesel uses hyperbole to describe the interminable road

that the prisoners must travel.

The teacher should note that there are other examples of figurative language on this page that
can be accepted as answers for this exercise.
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10.

Read the description of the abandoned town that Eliezer comes to during the march
from Buna. How is it similar to the description of Sighet when Eliezer and his father are
first evacuated?

The village is as dead as the one that they left. No one is left to see their arrival; and in
Sighet when they were deported, no one was there to see their departure. The empty village is
symbolic of the silence of which Eliezer condemns God and the world.

How does Eliezer’s march from the camp take on a surreal quality?

Surrealism can be described as liberation of the mind to a dream-like state where one can
transcend reality. As Eliezer marches, he begins to fade between the reality of the march and
the idea of death. For example, the passage on page 86 that begins “I soon forgot him,” illus-
trates Eliezer’s willingness to fade from reality. Again on page 87, Eliezer writes, “When I be-
came conscious of myself again....” This statement helps to illustrate how surreal the journey
must have been, and how necessary an escape of the mind must have been in order to survive.

Explain the imagery that is used in the passage on page 89 that begins “We were
outside.” How does Eliezer relate to this passage?

Primarily this passage personifies death. Eliezer is walking among the dead bodies and
feels himself connecting to death. The images that are created illustrate the silence in death.
Throughout the passage he uses words that highlight the seemingly peaceful way the men
died.

Characterize the relationship between Eliezer and his father as they are sitting down
to rest.

Eliezer and his father assume responsibility for one another. Eliezer is going to watch over
his father while he sleeps, and his father will do the same. At this point, Eliezer still seems
to feel a responsibility for his father, as well as other men who are around him. Eliezer’s
father smiles at him when Eliezer tries to wake him. The reader glimpses the relationship
that seems to be in contrast to the other father and son relationships that are described in the
memoir.

Explain the significance of the following statement: “Heavy snow continued to fall over
the corpses.” (Pg. 90) How can it be read as a metaphor for Wiesel's memoir?

The statement can be a metaphor for what happened in the world during the Holocaust.
Wiesel condemns the world for its silence, which can be compared to the heavy snow that
falls. Elie Wiesel wrote this memoir because he does not want to see the world repeat the
same brutality.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Describe the epiphany that Eliezer has after talking to Rabbi Eliahu. How does the
information affect him?

Rabbi Eliahu comes to Eliezer to ask if he has seen his son. They were separated during the
march. Eliezer tells Rabbi Eliahu that he does not remember seeing him. Then after he has
gone, Eliezer does remember seeing his son. Eliezer remembers that the Rabbis son saw his
father growing weaker and took the opportunity to run ahead. Eliezer is deeply troubled by
what he remembers. He prays to God that he will never do what the Rabbi’s son does.

How does Eliezer’s relationship with his father contrast with his statement: “Sons
abandoned the remains of their fathers without a tear.”? (Pg. 92)

Eliezer and his father continue to watch out for one another. Eliezer still uses his father as a
reason to keep living. We do not see him turning in to the boy who would walk away from his
father to save himself.

How is the following passage an example of personification?

“But death hardly needed their help. The cold was conscientiously doing its
work.” (Pg. 92)

Death takes on the human qualities pf am expert craftsman. He uses whatever tools are at his

disposal, in this case the cold, to get the job done. He needs no outside help to reap the results
of his labor..

Does Eliezer characterize death as a bad outcome? How do you know?

Eliezer does not believe that death is a bad outcome to the suffering that they have experi-
enced. When he describes people who have died, he reminds us that their suffering is over.

Explain the circumstances under which Eliezer meets Juliek again? How does the
passage on page 93 that begins “Knowing that I was crushing him” illustrate Eliezer’s
humanity?

The men arrive at Gleiwitz. When they arrive they are pushed into barracks. Eliezer and his
father are thrown to the ground, and Eliezer hears a familiar voice. When Eliezer realizes
that he is trapped on top of someone who is alive, he frantically tries to make his way to

the top of the pile. The passage uses succinct sentences to quicken the pacing of the passage.
This pacing allows the reader to feel the urgency in Eliezer’s determination to find the person
trapped below.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

What does the reader learn about the human spirit from Juliek’s violin lullaby?

The reader learns that the human spirit is strong. Even though Juliek is on the verge of death,
he plays his violin for the barrack full of men. He plays a song, a Beethoven concerto that the
Germans would no longer allow the Jews to play. He provides comfort to the men, even as his
life is extinguished.

How do we know the significance of Juliek’s impact on Eliezers life?

Eliezer interrupts the narration to tell the reader how Juliek’ death affected him after the
liberation. He uses the same phrases that he uses in his memorable poem at the beginning of
the memoir, “I shall never forget,” indicating that this moment with Juliek will stay with him
for a lifetime.

How do Eliezer and his father escape selection as they are being moved to the center of
Germany? Characterize Eliezer during this episode.

Eliezer’s father does not pass the selection, but Eliezer runs to the opposite line to find him.
When he does, the SS chase him and Eliezer and his father are able to escape back to the
other line. Eliezer is brave to find his father and bring him to the other line. He still feels

a responsibility to him. However, we also see Eliezer’s sacrifice of other people without a
second thought. He describes being able to escape back to the other side, but he acknowledges
without emotion that there were some dead.

How do the SS officers further demonstrate their inhumanity as the men are waiting for
the train?

The SS men laugh when they see the prisoners eating snow off of each others’ backs.

In the final paragraph of this section, Eliezer describes the prisoners’ final move to the
middle of Germany. Describe the image and its effect.

The final move takes place on a cattle car. Eliezer describes the men being shoved inside one
hundred at a time. This image further demonstrates the way the Nazis treated the Jewish
people like animals.

Section Seven

1.

Why does Eliezer believe that there is no longer a reason to live or fight?
Eliezer believes that his father is dead. He would not wake up when Eliezer tried to call to him.
Explain the euphemism of the grave diggers on page 99.

The “grave diggers” is a euphemism for the men who come to remove the corpses from the
train only to throw them on the side of the tracks.
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Explain the imagery of darkness and light as it is used on the train ride to the middle of
Germany.

Traditionally, night symbolizes evil and death. Dawn is representative of new life and
beginnings. Throughout the memoir, Wiesel plays with the images of darkness and light

and the events that take place in each. In this section, Eliezer describes days that seem like
nights, creating a hopeless mood: even the daytime is death. When he talks about night, he
talks about the darkness that stays with them. For Eliezer and the rest of the men, the whole
day is death, marked by those bodies that are thrown from the train.

Describe the scene that Eliezer relates that demonstrates the true brutality of both the
German laborers and the Jewish prisoners.

As the men are being transported, they stop in a German town. While they are waiting,

one of the spectators in the town throws a piece of bread on the cattle car. The men inside
the car fight each other for the bread, like animals in the wild would fight for a piece of
meat. Behaviorally, the Jewish prisoners are responding like animals. The German laborers’
brutality is more of a psychological brutality; they enjoy watching the men fight for the
scraps of bread.

Reread the opening paragraph on page 101. How is the language used in this paragraph
different than the language used in similar situations in the memoir?

The language in this paragraph is much more graphic than is has been in the novel thus far.
Wiesel uses graphic descriptions to describe the nature of the brutality.

Throughout the memoir, Eliezer describes separate occasions that illustrate the
relationships between fathers and sons. Summarize the situation between the father and
son on the cattle car. How is Eliezer similar to, or different from, the boy in this story?

On the cattle car after the crowd throws a piece of bread, an old man finds it and hides it in
his shirt to eat later. After he puts the bread into his mouth, his son pounces on him, beating
him until he is dead and then taking the old man’s bread. At this point in the memoir, Eliezer
has not displayed this type of animal cruelty toward his father. Internally Eliezer has dealt
with the conflict of staying with is father and living or dying, but he has never lashed out at
his father.

Explain the significance in Eliezer’s choice to end the story of the father and son fighting
for the piece of bread with “I was sixteen.” (Pg. 102)

Eliezer is emphasizing the fact that he is still a boy. He is witnessing one of the greatest evils
in the world, and he has become inured to it.
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Explain the purpose of including Meir Katz at this point in the memoir?

Similar to other instances in the memoir; like those surrounding Zalman or Akiba Drumer;
Eliezer is demonstrating how weak people have become in their faith. Meir Katz is another
example of a man who cannot go any farther.

How do the prisoners demonstrate cooperation and support? What image does Eliezer
use to describe it?

In the cattle cars, the men are feeling despair. They try to encourage and support one another
by standing and moving so they do not die in the cattle cars. Eliezer describes the cry and the
movement as the death rattle. He equates the journey in the cattle car and the darkness and
doubt with night.

Section Eight

1.

What is Eliezer’s fear as they arrive at Buchenwald? Why does the crematorium leave no
impression?

Eliezer does not want to lose his father. The fear of separation is greater than the fear of the
crematorium. As Eliezer describes in the previous section, they have survived death. They no
longer fear it.

Why does Eliezer become angry at his father?

Eliezer is angry because his father wants to lie down and rest rather than go to the showers.
How do you see the relationship between Eliezer and his father starting to change?
Eliezer is forced to be the caretaker for his father. Before, his father took care of Eliezer. He
gave him food, told him not to sleep, made decisions that affected their lives. Now, Eliezer is
in the position to make decisions for his father. “He had become childlike: weak, frightened,
vulnerable.” (Pg. 105)

Explain Eliezer’s turmoil in arguing with his father.

Eliezer realizes that his father has already chosen death. Eliezer is arguing with death rather
than with his father.
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After seeing a son beat his father, Eliezer prays that he will never treat his father the
same way. How is Eliezer treating his father after they are sent to the blocks? What
glimpse does the reader have of Eliezer’s internal conflict?

Eliezer forgets about his father when they are sent to the blocks. He realizes that his father
is weak and dying, but he chooses to abandon him. While this may not be the same physical
treatment as the boy who beat his father, Eliezer is still guaranteeing his father’s death. As he
looks for his father, Eliezer begins to contemplate not having the responsibility of caring for
his father. Eliezer is ashamed by his thoughts.

Does Eliezer amend his behavior after he realizes that he has failed his father? How do
you know?

Eliezer attempts to make amends by bringing his father coffee. He understands the
significance of maintaining a support system for his father. When he brings his father

coffee he realizes, “...1 had probably given him more satisfaction than during my entire
childhood...” (Pg. 107) However, while his actions may demonstrate that he is trying to help
his father; his heart is still struggling with the right thing to do. He admits, “Just like Rabbi
Eliahu’ son, I had not passed the test.” (Pg. 107)

Eliezer describes his father as passing him “like a shadow.” (Pg. 107) Explain the
significance of the image.

Eliezer uses this simile to describe his father’s physical and mental state. Physically, the man
looks like nothing more than the shadow of his former self. Mentally, Eliezer’s father has
already given up. He is a shadow of death.

Describe the language that is used in the sections that describe Eliezer’s father’s final
moments of life. How are they different than other sections in the memoir?

The language in these sections is realistic. The reader is glimpsing the nature of illness as it
spreads throughout the camp. Because the man dying is Eliezer father, the reader can see
how a man suffers without medications or compassion in the camps. At the same time that
Eliezer is describing his father’s suffering in graphic detail, we get only a small glimpse into
how Eliezer feels about losing his father. We see how he copes with his father treatment:

* bringing his father to the doctor to see if he could help (Pg. 108)

*  “riveted to my father’s agony” (Pg. 109)

“My hands were aching, I was clenching them so hard.” (Pg. 109)

“To strangle the doctor and the others!” (Pg. 109)

“I promised [his neighbors] bread, soup.” (Pg. 109)

Eliezer clearly is trying to help his father, but he does not describe how he feels at the
prospect of losing him. The images of what he does to try to save him can only help the
reader to infer how desperate Eliezer is to keep his father alive.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

How does Eliezer chronicle the time during his father’s dance with death?

Eliezer does not give the reader a day by day account of his father’s suffering. Instead, much
like he does throughout the memoir, Eliezer breaks the narration into small segments.

What do you believe Eliezer’s father means when he says to Eliezer, “You, at least, have
pity on me...” (Pg. 110)

Eliezer’ father wants Eliezer to keep him comfortable. He does not understand that Eliezer is
trying to prolong his life. Eliezer’s father has been treated without pity and expects his son to
treat him with compassion.

What advice does the Blockalteste give to Eliezer? How does Eliezer respond to the
advice? What do we learn about Eliezer through this exchange?

The Blockdlteste tells Eliezer that he cannot help his father any more. He needs to take
care of himself. Eliezer listens to the man, but he does not want to admit that taking care
of himself means giving up on his father. Eliezer is not like the boys who kill their fathers.
Eliezer still feels badly about even thinking about placing himself above his father.

Given what we know about Eliezer’s character and struggles with making a decision to
save himself or try to save his father, how do you think Eliezer felt when he listened to
his father being beaten by the guards who inspected the block?

This moment seems to be the pinnacle of Eliezer’s struggle with his relationship with his
father. He knows that his father is going to die; yet he feels the need to try to protect him,
even though he knows that ultimately it will do no good.

The final two passages of section eight are interesting in the way they are connected.
Comment on Wiesel’s use of imagery and how it adds to the meaning.

The first passage on page 112 ends with Eliezer going to sleep on January 28, 1945. He
makes mention of his father being alive at this point. Even though Eliezer is going to sleep,
there is no mention of night. The first sentence of the next passage begins “I woke up at dawn
on January 29.” Eliezer discovers that his father is gone. The reader should note the use of
dawn to set the scene of the death of Eliezer’ father.

Why is Eliezer unable to weep?

Eliezer is unable to weep because he knows that part of him is happy that his father has died.
He ends the passage with “Free at last!” (Pg. 112)
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Section Nine

1.

How does the language in section nine reflect Eliezer’s state of mind?

Section nine isvoid of imagery and figurative language. The sentences are short and move in
the same mechanical way that Eliezer must have used to pass the time. There is little or no
emotion, even as the camps are liberated. The final passages seem almost documentary-like
in the way they matter-of-factly describe the liberation.

What do the free men do when they are liberated? How does this behavior illustrate the
way the men have been treated during their time in the concentration camps?

The men eat. They do not think about revenge or the people they lost. Some of the men find
women to sleep with. The behavior of the men can only be described as instinctual. For years
the men had been living on instinct in order to survive. Their human capacity to cope with
loss and conceive of revenge is gone. They care only about basic survival.

The memoir ends with the following lines:

“From the depths of the mirror, a corpse was contemplating me.
The look in his eyes as he gazed at me has never left me.” (Pg. 115)

Explain the significance of these lines.

On a literal level, Eliezer is describing the emaciated way his body looks after his time in the
concentration camp. We can only imagine that he looked like a dead person. On a figurative
level, the corpse can represent two different facets of Eliezer? life. First, the corpse represents
the loss of Eliezer’ faith in God. At the beginning of the memoir, Eliezer was a young eager
boy. Now, he is a man who has seen the depths of man’s inhumanity. The corpse can also
represent the loss of Eliezer’s father and other family members. The reader should note the
significance of the words “has never left me.” Eliezer does not forget the way he looked after
leaving the camps. In the same way, Wiesel does not want people to forget the Holocaust.
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Night

Advanced Placement in English Literature
and Composition Teaching Unit

Study Guide
Student Copy

Preface to the translation

1.  Explain the reasoning Wiesel uses for writing this memoir.

2. Why does Wiesel consider Night the most important book that he has written?

3. How does Elie Wiesel explain what saved him?

4. Explain Wiesel’s purpose in writing the memoir.
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What does Wiesel believe was the real purpose behind the German occupation?

As Wiesel describes his conflicts in writing the memoir, he admits that he had to search
for the right words. As he is describing his struggle he writes, “Or, incredibly, the
vanishing of a beautiful, well-behaved little Jewish girl with golden hair and a sad smile,
murdered with her mother the very night of their arrival?” (Pg. ix) To whom do you
believe he is referring?

What does Wiesel worry about concerning his memoir?

Wiesel says of his writing style in the memoir, “And trusted the silence that envelops
and transcends words.” (Pg. x) How might this statement be a true reflection of the way
the writing style and purpose of the memoir interact?

What do we learn about the attempts to get this memoir published? Why does Wiesel
believe it is successful today?
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Foreword

1.  Who is Francois Mauriac? Explain his connection to Elie Wiesel.

2. At the beginning of the Foreword, Mauriac describes seeing the children in the cattle
cars during the German occupation. How does he describe the children? How is his
description different than the descriptions in the memoir?

3. How does Mauriac’s foreword help to classify Night as narrative nonfiction rather than a
piece of fiction?

4. Night is a memoir about one boy’s experiences with the Holocaust. The reader sees the
boy’s journey into adulthood. Mauriac finds another aspects of this memoir that he finds
important. What does he encourage the reader to consider?

5.  Explain the allusions to Lazarus and Nietzsche that are found on pages xix and xx. How
does Wiesel connect with these two men?

6. How do Mauriac and Wiesel view the death of the sad-eyed angel differently?



Section One

1.  Describe Moishe the Beadle. Explain the significance of beginning the narration with a
description of a man who would normally be considered an outsider to the narrator.

2. During a narration, the reader may learn a lot about a speaker based on the descriptions
and observations the speaker makes about other characters in the novel. What do we
learn about the speaker based on his description of Moishe the Beadle?

3. Explain the theme of the passage below and how it will be revisited throughout the
memoir.

[...]He [Moishe the Beadle] explained to me, with great emphasis, that
every question possessed a power that was lost in the answer...

Man comes closer to God through the questions he asks Him, he liked
to say. Therein lays true dialogue. Man asks and God replies. But we don't
understand His replies. We cannot understand them. (Pgs. 4-5)

4. How does the following passage serve as foreshadowing in the memoir?

And in the course of those evenings I became convinced that Moishe the Beadle would
help me enter eternity, into that time when question and answer would become ONE.

(Pg. 5)

5.  Explain the community’s reaction to the expulsion of the foreign Jews from Sighet.
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10.

11.

Describe what happens to Moishe the Beadle when he is expelled from Sighet.

Compare Moishe as he is described at the beginning of the memoir with Moishe after
his escape from death in the forest.

How did the people of Sighet respond to Moishe the Beadle’s tales?

Explain the rhetorical strategy used in the following line: “Thus passed the year 1943.”
(Pg. 8) Why does Wiesel use this technique to end the narration about 1943?

In the section of text from page 8 to page 9, Wiesel uses several rhetorical strategies to
narrate the events of the German invasion. Find examples of two techniques and explain
their significance to the memoir.

Explain the irony in the questions that Wiesel poses on page 8?
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

When Eliezer speaks to his father about trying to leave Sighet, his father responds that
they were not worried about the Fascists. The concept of the Fascists was too abstract.
How are Eliezer and his father able to understand the complexities of religion, yet
unable to understand the complexities of a political system?

Explain the effect of the juxtaposition of the following lines that serve as a beginning to
the new section that begins on page nine:

ANGUISH. German soldiers—with their steel helmets and their death’s-head
emblem. Still, our first impressions of the Germans were rather reassuring.
(Pg. 9)

What does the speaker mean when he states: “The Germans were already in our town,
the Fascists were already in power, the verdict was already out—and the Jews of Sighet
were still smiling.” (Pg. 10)

On page 11, how does Wiesel indicate through the narration that the story the speaker
is sharing is one in which the events have already been written in history? What can the
reader learn about the speaker through this?

Why is the Jewish community unafraid after they are transferred to the two ghettos?
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17. Explain the following line: “The ghetto was ruled by neither German nor Jew; it was
ruled by delusion.” (Pg. 12)

18. Throughout the narration, many of the events happen in the evening. What significant
event happens as Eliezer’s father is telling a story? How is the mood of the evening
contrasted? What narrative techniques does Eliezer use to indicate the significance of
what happens?

19. Explain the symbolism and irony in the following statement:

“The shadows around me roused themselves as if from a deep sleep and left
silently in every direction.” (Pg. 14)

20. Using the following text as an example, what is the effect of Wiesel’s use of ellipses
when the speaker is recounting a conversation?

“Half asleep, he was staring at me, his eyes filled with terror, as though he
expected me to burst out laughing and tell him to go back to bed. To sleep. To
dream. That nothing had happened. It was all in jest...” (Pg. 15)

21. How does the reader understand the hopelessness and exasperation of the men, women,
and children as they are being corralled and led to the convoys?
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22. What joy do the men and women find as they are being allowed to finally move out of
the ghetto?

23. How should the reader interpret “tombstones” in the following line:

“They began to walk without another glance at the abandoned streets, the
dead, empty houses, the gardens, the tombstones...” (Pg. 16)

24. Explain the allusions in the following passage that relates Eliezer’s sighting of the Chief
Rabbi as he makes his way out of the ghetto. Why does Wiesel include them in Eliezer’s
narration?

“It was like a page torn from a book, a historical novel, perhaps, dealing with
the captivity in Babylon or the Spanish Inquisition.” (Pg. 17)

25. How does Eliezer relate to his home before he is being expelled for the last time?

26. Elie Wiesel is using Eliezer to recount his experiences during the German occupation.
His memoir serves to remind and inform the reader of the atrocities the Jews faced.
Some people might believe that the religious Wiesel uses Night to forgive his captors.
How does the reader know that this is not true?

S-8



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

When Eliezer and his family are given the opportunity to leave the ghetto, why do you
think they did not take advantage of the safe shelter?

Read the following passage:

“NIGHT. No one was praying for the night to pass quickly. The stars were
but sparks of the immense conflagration that was consuming us. Were this
conflagration to be extinguished one day, nothing would be left in the sky but
extinct stars and unseeing eyes.” (Pg, 21)

Explain the images included in the passage. How is the use of the image of night
contradictory to how we might expect it to be used?

How does the first section of the memoir conclude?

As Eliezer tells the story of the expulsion of the Jews, why does the reader not hear
about the non-Jews who are left behind until the end of the first section?

What can the reader learn about the Jewish community after reading the first section?

In a piece of literature, good exposition will introduce the reader to the characters in the
story, give information as to what the characters are doing, inform the reader about what
the main conflicts may be, and foreshadow future events. Consider the first section of
the memoir. Explain how Night does and does not accomplish this.
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Section Two

1. How does Eliezer establish the mood at the beginning of this section?

2. In thinking about the nature of a memoir as Elie Wiesel’s story of the Holocaust and
how it relates to the reader, explain the purpose of including Mrs. Schachter in the text.

3. How does Mrs. Schichter’s presence contribute to the anxiety that already exists on the
train?

4. Explain the following sentence and how it relates to Mrs. Schachter.

“We were still trembling, and with every screech of the wheels, we felt the
abyss opening beneath us.” (Pg. 25)

5. How do the men and women explain Mrs. Schichter‘s visions? Cite examples from the
text. Explain whether or not the reader should see Mrs. Schachter as a prophet or simply
as a woman who is delusional.
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6.  Using your understanding of sentence structure and how it affects the reading of a text,
explain how the sentence pattern contributes to the action described in the passage.

“I started to breathe normally again as I listened to the rhythmic pounding of
the wheels on the tracks as the train raced through the night. We could begin
to doze again, to rest, to dream...” (Pg. 26)

7. How did the men and women deal with Mrs. Schachter? How does the treatment of
Mrs. Schachter reflect Elie Wiesel’s conviction that evil treatment of the Jews led to their
belief that they were less than human?

8.  How does Wiesel use foreshadowing in the story of Mrs. Schachter?

9.  After the deportees arrived at Auschwitz, they were unfamiliar with the conditions
that were within the walls. The men who are allowed to leave the train come back with
news about their fate. Categorize the tone of the following passage and explain why you
came to that conclusion. Explain the way in which the news about Auschwitz further
continues to mislead Eliezer and the others.

“When they came back, they told us that they had learned, in exchange for a
gold watch, that this was the final destination. We were to leave the train here.
There was a labor camp on the site. The conditions were good. Families would
not be separated. Only the young would work in the factories. The old and the
sick would find work in the fields.” (Pg. 27)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Read the following line from the text: “We returned to our places, shame in our souls
but fear gnawing at us nevertheless.” (Pg. 27) Why would Eliezer feel shame at this
point?

How does the sentence structure in the final passage of section two reflect Eliezer’s
emotion as they reach Birkenau?

“In front of us, those flames. In the air, the smell of burning flesh. It must have
been around midnight. We had arrived. In Birkenau.” (Pg. 28)

Do you believe that the passengers on the train recognized the “wretched stench that
floated in the air”? (Pg. 28)

Later in the memoir, Wiesel uses animal imagery to expose both the way the men and
women in the concentration camps were treated and also the depths to which the men
and women fell in order to survive. However, in the passage that begins “We stared
at the flames in the darkness,” that is found on page 28, he uses animal imagery to
describe something else. What does he describe? What is the effect of the description?
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Section Three

1. What does the following line indicate about Eliezer’s emotional condition? How do we
know that the emotion is universal?

“The beloved objects that we had carried with us from place to place were now
left behind in the wagon and, with them, finally, our illusions.” (Pg. 29)

2. Using your understanding of imagery in the following passage, explain how its use in
this section highlights Eliezer’s memory of his final contact with his mother and sister.
Explain the emotional contrast between the first two lines of the passage.

“Eight words spoken quietly, indifferently, without emotion. Eight simple,
short words. Yet that was the moment when I left my mother. There was not
time to think, and I already felt my father’s hand press against mine: we were
alone. In a fraction of a second I could see my mother, my sisters move to the
right. Tzipora was holding Mother’s hand. I saw them walking farther and
farther away; Mother was stroking my sister’s blond hair, as if to protect her.
And I walked on with my father, with the men. I didn’t know that this was the
moment in time and the place where I was leaving my mother and Tzipora
forever. I kept walking, my father holding my hand.” (Pg. 29)

3. How do the other prisoners react when Eliezer and his father get to the camp? How
does Eliezer respond? For this to be a successful memoir, according to Wiesel, why is
it important that Wiesel illustrate that even those who were taken to the camps did not
realize what was happening?

4. Who is Dr. Mengele?
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5.  Read the following passage and explain how Wiesel interrupts the narration of the story
to emphasize the truth behind what Eliezer witnesses.

“Not far from us, flames, huge flames, were rising from a ditch. Something was
being burned there. A truck drew close and unloaded its hold: small children.
Babies! Yes, I did see this, with my own eyes...children thrown into the flames.
(Is it any wonder that ever since then, sleep tends to elude me?)” (Pg. 32)

6.  Explain the effect of the rhetorical questions in the final full paragraph on page 32.

7. Why is Eliezer’s father upset that Eliezer did not go with his mother?

8.  What is dramatic irony? Explain the dramatic irony in the following statement: “Still,
I told him that I could not believe that human beings were being burned in our times;
the world would never tolerate such crimes...” (Pg. 33) Why do you believe Wiesel
includes this in his memoir?

9.  Explain Eliezer’s internal conflict after he sees the babies being thrown into the fire.

10. Eliezer’s father states, “What a shame, a shame that you did not go with your mother...I
saw many children your age go with their mothers...” (Pg. 33) How is this statement an
example of dramatic irony?
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11. In this section of the memoir, what insights into the Jewish religion and Eliezer’s
response to his faith does the reader see?

12. Using the following quote, characterize Eliezer as he has changed.

“For the first time, I felt anger rising within me. Why should I sanctify His
name? The Almighty, the eternal and terrible mast of the Universe, chose to be
silent. What was there to thank Him for?” (Pg. 33)

13. Cite an example of the imagery that Wiesel uses to describe the prisoners’ march.

14. Explain the purpose of Eliezer’s father’s allusion to Mrs. Schachter.

15. On page 34, Eliezer interrupts the narration to include a section that describes the effect
the Holocaust had on his life. Explain the prominent rhetorical feature that is used in
the section and the effect it has on meaning.

16. How does Eliezer describe the barracks?

17. In the following line, “so many crazed men, so much shouting, so much brutality,” (Pg.
34) what type of rhetorical feature is Wiesel using to emphasize the image?
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Throughout the memoir, the prisoners are made equal in the way they are treated, and
again, Eliezer sees their equality in another way. How does he describe the equality?

Wiesel interrupts the narration on page thirty-five with a parenthetical insertion.
Explain the purpose of the insertion.

What seems to be the constant concern for Eliezer?

“Freed from the barbers’ clutches, we began to wander about the crowd, finding friends,
acquaintances. Every encounter filled us with joy—yes, joy: Thank God! You are still
alive!” (Pg. 35) Do you believe that the men will share these same sentiments as time
progresses? Explain the irony in their statements.

Explain the narrative techniques that Wiesel uses at the bottom of page thirty-six
in order to describe the move from barrack to barrack. What is the purpose of the
rhetorical strategies?

In the memoir, Wiesel blames the Germans for dehumanizing the Jews. In many cases
Wiesel uses animal imagery to reflect the ways in which they were treated. After the men
have changed clothes, Eliezer states that “we had ceased to be men.” (Pg. 37) What do
you believe he thought the men to be?

How does Eliezer feel after being in the camp for one day?
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25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Explain the literal and figurative symbolism behind the black flames that Eliezer claims
to have devoured his soul.

Explain the imagery in the following line:
“We were withered trees in the heart of the desert.” (Pg. 37)

What in the context allows Wiesel to make this comparison? How might the trees be a
physical and mental comparison?

Explain the allusion in the following line:

“Perhaps because of the thick smoke that poisoned the air and stung the
throat.” (Pg. 37)

Throughout the section, Eliezer wavers between having faith in God and not. After
seeing the babies thrown into the fire, Eliezer condemns God, but as a thick coating
of mud covers and hides the new shoes that he is told to remove, he thanks God. How
should the reader understand Eliezer’ faith?

Cite the examples of figurative language in the following passage and explain the effect
that they have on the meaning.

“A pause. He was observing the effect his words had produced. His face
remains in my memory to this day. A tall man, in his thirties, crime written all
over his forehead and his gaze. He looked at us as one would a pack of leprous
dogs clinging to life.” (Pg. 38)
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30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Explain the events as they transpire when Eliezer’s father gets to the barrack (Pg. 39).
What do the events illustrate about Eliezer’s transformation? Cite a textual example that
supports this recognized change in Eliezer’s behavior. How is Eliezer’s father portrayed
as an animal in this section?

Often, the setting is not just “where the story happens,” but instead is a geographical,
historical, social, economic, or philosophical setting. Explain the contrast of images that
are used to describe the setting that Wiesel establishes during his description of the first
days at Auschwitz found on page forty. What does the contrast convey to the audience?

What is written on the iron gate? Explain the irony of the saying.

Eliezer begins his memoir as a young boy who is committed to studying his religion
and who cries when he prays. Throughout this section, the reader sees his change from
a sensitive boy to a cynical young man. Cite an example on page forty where Eliezer
demonstrates that his childhood innocence and sensitive demeanor are gone.

How does Eliezer compare Birkenau with Auschwitz?

Describe the way in which the men are given orders.

When Eliezer meets the young Pole who is in charge of the block at Auschwitz, he
describes his words as “the first human words.” Cite examples from the young Pole’s
speech that Eliezer might have considered kind. Why do you think that the man might
have taken that approach rather than treating the prisoners poorly?
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37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

Contrast the way the incarceration begins at Auschwitz versus what the men were told
upon their arrival by the officers. How does the reader know that the prisoners’ first
impressions of Auschwitz are not an accurate representation of what is to come?

Eliezer describes himself as a spoiled child when he is given soup. What might he mean
by this?

Who comes to find Eliezer’s father? What does he want? How does the encounter
characterize Eliezer’s father? Why does Eliezer lie to Stein?

Describe the relationship between Eliezer and his father as it is characterized by the
scene on page 42 that begins “At about noon, we were brought some soup.”

What happens to the Blockalteste who treated the men so well when they first arrived at
Auschwitz? How does Eliezer describe the new men who come to camp?

How does the reader discover that Eliezer made the right decision when he told
Stein that his wife and children were okay? Describe the events that lead to Stein’s
disappearance from their lives.

Eliezer describes Stein as being “so thin, so withered, so weak...” (Pg. 45) How is this
description ironic given the advice that Stein gives to Eliezer and his father?
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44.

45.

46.

47.

Contrast Eliezer’s faith in God with Akiba Drumer’s faith. What can Akiba do for other
prisoners but not for Eliezer? Explain the nature of Eliezer’s faith at this point in the
memoir.

Eliezer compares himself to Job. Explain the allusion to Job.

How do Eliezer and his father delude themselves much as Stein did?

Why are the Germans who watched the processional not surprised by the Jewish
procession as they left Auschwitz? Describe the German officer’s behavior. Why is it a
blessing for the prisoners? Where do the prisoners arrive?

S-20



Section Four

1.

Describe the atmosphere at Buna. What does Wiesel imply by “well-dressed”?

Why do the officers take an interest in the young boys as they come into the camp?
Why do you think Wiesel allow the reader to make assumptions before relaying the
truth? How does the parenthetical insertion add to the fact that Night is a memoir rather
than a piece of fiction?

Explain the conflict that ensues over Eliezer’s shoes. How does the conflict negate
everything the men and boys have been told about surviving in the concentration
camps?

How is the situation with the shoes ironic?

How is animal imagery used on page forty-nine? What is the effect of this imagery?

Who is Juliek? How does Eliezer meet him? Describe the relationship between them.

Throughout the memoir Eliezer and the other prisoners are treated like animals. Cite an
example of another image that Wiesel uses to describe how they were treated.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Who does Eliezer become friends with at the camp? What connection does he find
between their lives? Explain whether or not you believe it is impossible to have true
friends in the concentration camps.

Who is Alphonse? Explain the benefit of having Alphonse as a leader of the block. Why
do you think Wiesel does not spend much time talking about Alphonse?

Why is Eliezer summoned to the dentist? How does Eliezer describe the dentist? What
is ironic about his appearance?

How does Eliezer escape the dentist the first time? What does the dentist tell him?

How does Eliezer escape the dentist permanently? Why do you think Elie Wiesel
includes the account of the dentist in his memoir when he does not lose his teeth to the
dentist?

Explain how the following scene functions as foreshadowing:

“In fact, I was pleased with what was happening to him: my gold crown was
safe. It could be useful to me one day, to buy something, some bread or even
time to live.” (Pg. 52)

14. After reading about the interchange between Eliezer and the young French woman (Pg.

52), characterize the young woman.
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

In the memoir, a majority of the animal imagery is associated with the Jews. How does
Wiesel alter the animal imagery in the description of Eliezer’s beating? Explain the
purpose behind the change in images.

How does Wiesel interrupt the narration on page 53? What is the effect of the
interruption?

Cite the simile that Eliezer uses when describing the beating that his father receives.
What image does it create for the reader?

Describe Eliezer’s internal conflict while he watches his father getting beaten.

Read the confrontation between Franek and Eliezer on pages 54 and 55 again. Using
examples from the text, explain how Franek is different from the dentist who first tried
to take Eliezer’s tooth and how Eliezer tries to escape the situation differently than the
first time. What might this story tell the audience about the characters of the two?

Explain Eliezer’s statement: “I had lost my crown for nothing.” (Pg. 56)

When Eliezer sees Idek with the young Polish girl at the depot, what results? Analyze
the description of the scene and explain how it is different than the other brutal scenes
in the memoir thus far.
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22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

Cite several examples of figurative language that are used in the section between page 58
and page 61. Explain what you believe to be the meaning that Wiesel is trying to create
through these images.

Explain the conflict that Eliezer faces as he is watching the Buna factory being bombed.

Explain the significance of the following lines by first explaining the situation in which
the line is contextualized.

“We were not afraid. And yet, if a bomb had fallen on the blocks, it would
have claimed hundreds of inmates’ lives. But we no longer feared death, in any
event not this particular death. Every bomb that hit filled us with joy, gave us
renewed confidence.” (Pg. 60)

Explain the metaphor in the following line: “The last sound of the American plane
dissipated in the wind and there we were, in our cemetery.” (Pg. 60)

How has the tone in the camp changed since the invasion?

Describe the ceremony and the demeanor of the first boy who is hung in the gallows.
(Pgs. 61-63) How do Juliek and Eliezer respond? Why do you think Juliek and Eliezer
react in the way that they do?

What is unusual about the hangings that Eliezer has seen in the camp? How does
Eliezer explain the phenomena?
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Provide an explanation for the parenthetical insertion on page 63. How does this story
relate to Eliezer?

Who is the sad-eyed angel?

Why does Eliezer refer to the three gallows that are going to be used to murder the
young pipel “three black ravens”?

Why would the guards seem more worried to put to death the “sad-eyed angel”?

How is the people’s response to this hanging different than the response to the previous
hangings?

Explain the significance of this event for Eliezer in terms of his faith.

Wiesel is careful to use repeating images at the end of the fourth section in the murders
of the two boys. Cite the repetition and explain its effect.
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Section Five

1.  How does Wiesel mark time passing throughout the memoir? What is significant about
the time of year that coincides with the beginning of section five?

2. How do the people in the concentration camp react to Rosh Hashanah?

3. Read the paragraph on page 67 that begins “Why, but why would I bless Him?” What
is Eliezer’s tone in this passage? How should we read this passage? Does it seem to be
Eliezer’s inner thoughts as he is participating in Rosh Hashanah, or is the reader getting
a glimpse of Elie Wiesel as he is remembering this moment at the concentration camp?
Justify your answer by providing examples from the text.

4. Why does Eliezer believe that man is stronger than God? Why does he call himself the
“former mystic”?

5. Reread the paragraph on page 68 that begins, “But now, I no longer pleaded....” Based
on this passage, how has Eliezer changed?

6.  Characterize the relationship between Eliezer and his father as it is described in the last
paragraph on page 68 that begins “I ran to look for my father.”

7.  Explain the purpose of the rhetorical features in the passage on page 69 that begins “The
sound of the bell brought us back to reality.”
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10.

11.

12.

13.

When Yom Kippur approaches, the men in camp debate the issue of fasting. Many of
the men do not believe they should fast because of the dangers. Other men believe that
they should still fast to show God that they still believe. How does Eliezer deal with this
conflict?

How do the veterans describe the Buna from before? What does Eliezer mean when he
states, “They were not veterans for nothing.” (Pg. 70)

What image does Eliezer use in describing the old men that continues the idea of
dehumanization of the prisoners?

How does Wiesel’s treatment of characters in the memoir emphasize the fact that this
piece of writing is not a piece of fiction?

Read the following passage and discuss the rhetorical techniques and their effect on the
meaning in the passage.

“In front of me, there were only Tibi and Yossi. They passed. I had time to
notice that Mengele had not written down their numbers. Someone pushed
me. It was my turn. I ran without looking back. My head was spinning: you
are too skinny...you are too weak...you are too skinny, you are good for the
ovens...The race seemed endless; I felt as though I had been running for
years...You are too skinny, you are too weak...At last T arrived. Exhausted.”
(Pg. 72)

Why does the Blockalteste become angry at the men after they ask him about their
names being added to the list?
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Explain the purpose of Wiesel’s use of language in the passage on page 73 that begins
“The bell.”

What does the reader learn about Eliezer’s father after Dr. Mengele’s selection?

When Eliezer’s father is selected, he implores Eliezer to take the knife and spoon that
he has kept hidden. If you were to choose a line in the passage that best illustrates the
ironic nature of this scene, what would it be and why?

The final narration in the section that ends on page 75 rhetorically illustrates Eliezer’s
frantic emotions as he is leaving camp while his father stays behind. How does Wiesel
accomplish this?

How do Tibi and Yossi and the Kapo treat Eliezer as he is waiting to find out about his
father? How does Eliezer interpret this kindness?

What does Eliezer mean when he states, “How good it would be to die right here!” (Pg. 76)

Explain the symbolism when Eliezer returns the knife and spoon to his father.
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21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

Contrast the image of Akiba Drumer as he was described earlier in the memoir with the
image of him now. Wiesel is careful not to develop any other characters in the memoir,
choosing only to focus on the experiences of Eliezer. Why would he choose to include
this information about Akiba Drumer?

Explain the effect of Wiesel’s inclusion of the story about the rabbi from Poland.

On page 77 in the paragraph that begins “Poor Akiba Drumer,” Eliezer discusses how
Akiba Drumer could have saved himself. Do you believe that this is a comment about
religion or a comment about the strength of man’s determination and strength? Explain
your answer.

What does Akiba Drumer ask of the group before he is taken to Birkenau? What do they
do? What does their response demonstrate about the men?

Describe the nature of the weather as the section opens on page 77. What might this
weather mean for the prisoners?

What glimpse does Eliezer provide of the nature of the men in the camp?

As winter begins, Eliezer is sent to the infirmary because of his foot. This section of the
memoir is longer than many of the other sections and is much more descriptive. Why
do you believe Eliezer devotes so much time on this memory? Why do you believe he is
treated for his injury rather than being sent to the crematorium?
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28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Eliezer speculates that the Hungarian Jew tries to intimidate him into leaving the
hospital for several possible reasons. List the reasons, and then explain what you believe
is the Hungarian Jew’s motivation.

To what does Eliezer compare an injection of morphine? How is it fitting in this scene?

Explain the significance of the following line:

“I have more faith in Hitler than in anyone else. He alone has kept his
promises, all his promises, to the Jewish people.” (Pg. 81)

Describe Eliezer’s internal conflict after he hears about the evacuation. How does he
make his decision?

Explain the rhetorical effect and purpose of including the following passage in the
memoir:

“After the war I learned the fate of those who had remained at the infirmary.
They were, quite simply, liberated by the Russians, two days after the
evacuation.” (Pg. 82)

On page 83, Eliezer refers to the last night in Buna in much the same way he
contemplated the “new” year. Explain the rhetorical technique Wiesel uses in the
passage that begins “It was cold,” and the affect it has on the meaning.
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34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

How does the image that Eliezer creates of the men as they are preparing to leave the
camp contradictory for the meaning?

How does Wiesel structure the final sentences on the bottom of page 83 to emphasize
the uncertainty of their destination?

Explain the irony in the passage that begins on page 84. What are the men asked to do
and why?

To what does Eliezer equate the six o’clock bell? Why does he make this comparison?

Explain the meaning in the final line in the section.
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Section Six

1.  Throughout the Holocaust, the Germans maintained control of the Jews through vio-
lence and dehumanization. At the beginning of section six, the SS refer to the prisoners
as filthy dogs. Later in the passage, Eliezer thinks, “If one of us stopped for a second, a

quick shot eliminated the filthy dog.” (Pg. 85) Why does he continue the metaphor that
the SS create?

2. Who is Zalman? Why is he important in the story?

3. Reread the passage on page 86 that begins “I soon forgot him.” Explain the rhetorical
features and the effect they have on the meaning and tone in the passage.

4. What keeps Eliezer from falling to the ground during the march? How is his explanation
representative of the change in the relationship that he has with his father?

5.  Cite examples of the imagery that is used on page 87 and explain their meaning.

6. Read the description of the abandoned town that Eliezer comes to during the march
from Buna. How is it similar to the description of Sighet when Eliezer and his father are
first evacuated?

7.  How does Eliezer’s march from the camp take on a surreal quality?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Explain the imagery that is used in the passage on page 89 that begins “We were
outside.” How does Eliezer relate to this passage?

Characterize the relationship between Eliezer and his father as they are sitting down
to rest.

Explain the significance of the following statement: “Heavy snow continued to fall over
the corpses.” (Pg. 90) How can it be read as a metaphor for Wiesel’s memoir?

Describe the epiphany that Eliezer has after talking to Rabbi Eliahu. How does the
information affect him?

How does Eliezer’s relationship with his father contrast with his statement: “Sons
abandoned the remains of their fathers without a tear.”? (Pg. 92)

How is the following passage an example of personification?

“But death hardly needed their help. The cold was conscientiously doing its
work.” (Pg. 92)

Does Eliezer characterize death as a bad outcome? How do you know?
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Explain the circumstances under which Eliezer meets Juliek again? How does the pas-
sage on page 93 that begins “Knowing that I was crushing him” illustrate Eliezer’s hu-
manity?

What does the reader learn about the human spirit from Juliek’s violin lullaby?

How do we know the significance of Juliek’s impact on Eliezers life?

How do Eliezer and his father escape selection as they are being moved to the center of
Germany? Characterize Eliezer during this episode.

How do the SS officers further demonstrate their inhumanity as the men are waiting for
the train?

In the final paragraph of this section, Eliezer describes the prisoners’ final move to the
middle of Germany. Describe the image and its effect.
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Section Seven

1. Why does Eliezer believe that there is no longer a reason to live or fight?

2. Explain the euphemism of the grave diggers on page 99.

3. Explain the imagery of darkness and light as it is used on the train ride to the middle of
Germany.

4. Describe the scene that Eliezer relates that demonstrates the true brutality of both the
German laborers and the Jewish prisoners.

5.  Reread the opening paragraph on page 101. How is the language used in this paragraph
different than the language used in similar situations in the memoir?
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6.

Throughout the memoir, Eliezer describes separate occasions that illustrate the
relationships between fathers and sons. Summarize the situation between the father and
son on the cattle car. How is Eliezer similar to, or different from, the boy in this story?

Explain the significance in Eliezer’s choice to end the story of the father and son fighting
for the piece of bread with “I was sixteen.” (Pg. 102)

Explain the purpose of including Meir Katz at this point in the memoir?

How do the prisoners demonstrate cooperation and support? What image does Eliezer
use to describe it?
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Section Eight

1. What is Eliezer’s fear as they arrive at Buchenwald? Why does the crematorium leave no
impression?

2. Why does Eliezer become angry at his father?

3. How do you see the relationship between Eliezer and his father starting to change?

4. Explain Eliezer’s turmoil in arguing with his father.

5.  After seeing a son beat his father, Eliezer prays that he will never treat his father the
same way. How is Eliezer treating his father after they are sent to the blocks? What
glimpse does the reader have of Eliezer’s internal conflict?

6. Does Eliezer amend his behavior after he realizes that he has failed his father? How do
you know?

7.  Eliezer describes his father as passing him “like a shadow.” (Pg. 107) Explain the
significance of the image.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Describe the language that is used in the sections that describe Eliezer’s father’s final
moments of life. How are they different than other sections in the memoir?

How does Eliezer chronicle the time during his father’s dance with death?

What do you believe Eliezer’s father means when he says to Eliezer, “You, at least, have
pity on me...” (Pg. 110)

What advice does the Blockalteste give to Eliezer? How does Eliezer respond to the
advice? What do we learn about Eliezer through this exchange?

Given what we know about Eliezer’s character and struggles with making a decision to
save himself or try to save his father, how do you think Eliezer felt when he listened to
his father being beaten by the guards who inspected the block?

The final two passages of section eight are interesting in the way they are connected.
Comment on Wiesel’s use of imagery and how it adds to the meaning.

Why is Eliezer unable to weep?

S-38



Section Nine

1.  How does the language in section nine reflect Eliezer’s state of mind?

2. What do the free men do when they are liberated? How does this behavior illustrate the
way the men have been treated during their time in the concentration camps?

3. The memoir ends with the following lines:

“From the depths of the mirror, a corpse was contemplating me.
The look in his eyes as he gazed at me has never left me.” (Pg. 115)

Explain the significance of these lines.
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Order Form

Call 1-800-932-4593 Fax 1-888-718-9333

Prestwick House, Inc.
PO. Box 658
Clayton, DE 19938

Bill Ti Home chool Ship To
School: School:
Name: Name:
Address: Address:

City, State, Zip: City, State, Zip:

Signature

Phone: Email: Phone: Email:
ITEM NO TITLE UANTITY X PRICE = TOT
Subtotal $
Method of Payment (Choose one) Shiooi
ippin,

(3 Check or Money Order Enclosed 3 Purchase Order Enclosed 12% s&H (56,00 minimurg |
. X . We accept purchase orders and authorized orders
O Visa O MasterCard O Discover Card O American EXpress  charged to institutions. Personal orders not on a

; ‘ Total $

credit card must be accompanied by a check.

Telephone # Exp. Date

Credit Card #

Because charges for air delivery are based on weight and distance, heavy packages can be expensive to ship air freight. Typographic and photo-
graphic errors are subject to revision. Prestwick House is the sole source of all proprietary materials listed in this catalogue. Please be sure to
include a street address. FedEx ground/UPS will not deliver to a PO. Box.

Shipping & Handling

For orders of $50.00 or less, please add $6.00 for shipping and
handling charges. For orders from $50.01 to $799.99 add 12%
For orders of $800.00 and more, add 10%

Delivery Service

Most orders are shipped FedEx and you can expect delivery with-
in 7-10 working days. Items in stock are usually shipped within
one working day of receiving your order.

Expedited Delivery

for expedited delivery ask about the following options:
* Overnight Air

* 2nd day air

* 3 Day Select
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