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To Kill a Mockingbird

All references come from the Warner Books edition of To Kill a Mockingbird, published 1982.

This book contains religious references and potentially controversial elements, including violence, 
inappropriate language, sexual relationships, and racial bias. 

Objectives

By the end of this Unit, the student will be able to:

1. identify the characteristics of the Southern woman in the early twentieth century.

2. analyze the character growth exhibited by both Scout and Jem.

3. discuss the relationship of Atticus with his children.

4. explain Harper Lee’s themes of racism, loss of innocence, and deceptive appearances. 

5. compare and contrast traditional Southern social attitudes and Atticus’ attitude toward 
other people.

6. discuss Harper Lee’s use of fi rst-person narrative and its implication on the reader’s 
understanding of the story. 

7. explain the role of Boo Radley as an absent character (one that the reader does not see).

8. analyze Atticus’s character as a representation of justice and equality.

9. describe the impact of social class on characters’ attitudes and actions.

10. explain Harper Lee’s use of humor, suspense, and allusions as literary techniques.

11. identify and defi ne the literary devices that Harper Lee uses, such as similes, metaphors, 
and idioms.

12. respond to multiple choice questions similar to those that will appear on the Advanced 
Placement in English Literature and Composition exam.

13. respond to writing prompts similar to those that will appear on the Advanced Placement 
in English Literature and Composition exam.



Lecture Notes

Harper Lee and To Kill a Mockingbird

Many critics say that Harper Lee modeled the character of Scout after herself. Harper Lee was 
born in Monroeville, Alabama in 1926, so she would have been the same age as Scout when 
To Kill a Mockingbird takes place. Lee’s father was a small-town lawyer, just like Atticus Finch, 
and Harper Lee spent many hours at the local courthouse with her father. Although there is 
no proof, it is rumored that a mysterious recluse lived in Lee’s neighborhood on which the 
character of Boo Radley is based. Finally, Harper Lee’s mother’s maiden name was Frances 
Finch. 

In April 1931, in Scottsboro, Alabama, nine African-American men—the youngest being 
twelve years old—were tried for raping two white women. Medical testimony showed that 
the two women had not been raped, but the all-white jury convicted the men and sentenced 
them to death. In six appellate trials, most of the convictions were overturned, and all but one 
of the men were subsequently freed or paroled. Even though she was only six years old when 
the fi rst trial took place, this trial had a signifi cant impact on Harper Lee, and it served as the 
basis for the trial in To Kill a Mockingbird. 

Harper Lee’s close childhood friend was the famous author Truman Capote. Lee and her 
brother spent their summers playing with Truman, and her friendship with him continued 
until his death in 1984. She worked as his research assistant when he went to Kansas to 
write his award-winning novel In Cold Blood. Many critics believe that Capote was the model 
for Lee’s character Dill in To Kill a Mockingbird. Capote supported Lee’s book by writing the 
following for the front fl ap of the fi rst edition’s book jacket: 

Someone rare has written this very fi ne fi rst novel: a writer with the liveliest 
sense of life and the warmest, most authentic humor. A touching book; and so 
funny, so likeable. 

Southern Social Structure of the Early 1900s

Following the end of slavery after the Civil War, the social structure of the South changed. 
The plantation owners and professionals (doctors, lawyers, etc.) made up the upper class, 
and because farming was becoming much more commercialized, most land owners became 
prominent businessmen by the early 20th century. The middle class consisted of owners 
of small farms and small-town business owners. A new lower class emerged that included 
African-American farmers and unskilled laborers, such as mill workers. 

In the 1930s, the South was immersed in the Great Depression. Poverty and unemployment 
were rampant, with over 13 million Americans having lost their jobs since 1929. Between 
1929 and 1932, farm prices fell by over 50 percent, and the average income in 1929 was 
about $750, but annual farm income was only about $275. 



Since the South was predominantly an agrarian culture, the element that divided the classes 
was land. Farming had a very signifi cant impact on the United States economy, employing 
approximately 25 percent of the total workforce in the 1930s; to put this in perspective, in 
the 21st century, only about two or three percent of the American workforce is employed in st century, only about two or three percent of the American workforce is employed in st

farming. Many white people owned acres of land, but they had very little cash. Because of 
the Great Depression and the collapse of the world trade market, farmers had a diffi cult time 
selling their crops, with the value of the crops dropping by as much as 27 percent in 1930. 

The majority of African-American farmers worked as sharecroppers in the white people’s 
fi elds, and if they owned any land at all, it was a small plot on which they could grow 
very little. In the sharecropping system, the landowner divided his land into shares, and 
he provided small houses, tools, and seeds for the sharecropper. Some landowners also 
fed, clothed, and provided medical care for the sharecropper families. Once the crop was 
harvested, the landowners received a percentage of the profi ts, after having taken out 
the expenses they had incurred on behalf of the sharecroppers. Because their livelihood 
depended on the success of the crop, the landowners watched the crops closely, and they 
often pushed the sharecroppers to use all of the leased land for farming, which meant that 
the sharecroppers did not have land on which to grow their own food. As a result, the 
sharecroppers bought food from the local grocery store, thus owing money to the store 
owner as well as the landowner. By the time the Great Depression hit, the sharecroppers were 
already deep in debt, and when it became diffi cult to sell the crops, they could not pay their 
bills. In reality, the sharecropping system was not much different from slavery.

The number of small farms grew between the end of the Civil War and the beginning of the 
Depression. The farmers began to devote more of their land to cash crops, primarily cotton 
and tobacco, but they still committed enough of their land to growing their own food that 
they were almost self-suffi cient. These farmers relied on their family members, including 
young school-aged children, to work in the fi elds during planting and harvesting times. 
Again, although the farmers provided food for their families, they did not have much cash, 
so the children often did not have the supplies they needed for school, if they even got to 
attend classes. In the 1930s, tractors and other farm equipment were becoming more readily 
available, but most farmers could not afford to buy them. The government began providing 
agricultural subsidies that allowed the farmers to buy the equipment. However, as the Great 
Depression set in, the farmers could not sell their crops, so like the sharecroppers, they 
became mired in debt.

All social classes are represented in the story line of To Kill a Mockingbird. The Finch family 
is part of the upper-middle class in the town of Maycomb. Atticus owns a nice home, and he 
is college-educated as a lawyer. They are suffi ciently affl uent to have an African-American 
housekeeper. Although they are considered upper-middle class and well-off, they are like the 
other families in Maycomb in that they have very little cash. However, the Finch family is 
much better off than families like the Cunninghams, who own farmland, but cannot sell their 
crops, which means they have no money and cannot afford to buy the essentials for living. 
The Ewells are considered nothing more than “poor white trash,” because they live in a run-
down shack next to the city dump, Bob Ewell uses his welfare check to buy liquor rather 
than feed his children, and the Ewell children do not attend school. The African-American 
class, which is seen as the lowest class in the social structure, is represented by two main 
characters—Calpurnia, the Finches’ housekeeper, and Tom Robinson, the accused rapist. 
Both of these characters have jobs working for upper-middle class white families.



Southern Heritage

The upper class consisted of people whose families had lived in the same area for generations, 
and they either owned huge plantations or were educated as white-collar professionals. The 
amount of money they had was not as important as their appearance of comfort, which 
included having African-American servants in their homes, much like owning slaves. The 
lack of money served as a trigger to further separate socioeconomic classes in the South. 
Since money could not be the differentiating factor, Southerners tended to use their ancestry 
as a way to separate the elite from the common folk. For example, in June 1915, Mrs. Mary 
Nowlin Moon wrote about the importance of being a Daughter of the Confederacy, saying: 

A part of my heritage was that I came into this world with the blood of a 
soldier in my veins...a soldier who may have had nothing more to leave behind 
to me and to those who come after me except in heritage...a heritage so rich 
in honor and glory that it far surpasses any material wealth that could be 
mine. But it is mine, to cherish, to nurture and to make grace, and to pass 
along to those yet to come.… I am a member of The United Daughters of the 
Confederacy because I feel it would greatly please my ancestor to know that I 
am a member. It would please him to know that I appreciate what he did and 
delight his soldier love to know that I do not consider the cause which he held 
so dear to be lost or forgotten. Rather, I am extremely proud of the fact that he 
was a part of it and was numbered among some of the greatest and bravest men 
which any such cause ever produced.

In To Kill a Mockingbird, several of the characters exhibit this attitude toward Southern 
heritage, most notably Aunt Alexandra and the women of her missionary circle. The 
Finches have been landed gentry in the South for many generations, living on the family 
homestead called Finch’s Landing. Atticus and his brother Jack broke family tradition by 
leaving the homestead to become a lawyer and doctor, respectively. They left the house to 
their sister, Alexandra. Neither Atticus nor Jack put much stock in the importance of their 
family heritage; they see people as individuals rather than descendents of some great soldier. 
Alexandra, however, makes most decisions about the people with whom she associates based 
on their heritage.

Racism in the South

The most signifi cant social issue of the South during the 1930s was segregation. Laws forbid 
African-Americans and whites from mixing in any public areas, such as schools, restrooms, 
buses, or trains. African-Americans had a separate school system, but “colored” schools did 
not have books or supplies, and the children had very little opportunity to attend, because 
they were needed to work the fi elds. 



Although the fi fteenth amendment of the Constitution was ratifi ed on February 3, 1870, 
giving African-American people the legal right to vote, many of the Southern states 
circumvented this law by having stringent voter registration requirements, such as literacy 
tests and poll taxes, by intimidating African-Americans, and by making voting locations 
diffi cult to fi nd. Literacy tests did not legally refer to race, but illiterate white men could vote 
by invoking a grandfather clause, which stated that any man was allowed to vote if he could 
prove that his grandfather had voted; because the grandparents of African-American men had 
not been allowed to vote, they could not use the grandfather clause if they were illiterate. 
Poll taxes also prevented most African-Americans from voting, because they did not have the 
money to pay the required tax. 

Although poverty was prevalent throughout the South, African-American people suffered the 
most. As textile mills began to open, the majority of jobs—both skilled and unskilled—were 
reserved for whites. Only the most menial jobs were offered to African-Americans, often 
at salaries that kept them below the poverty level. Because of their lack of education, most 
African-Americans worked in farming or domestic jobs. The Social Security Act, passed in 
1935, provided retirement and unemployment compensation for all American workers, with 
the exception of those working in farming and domestic positions. Also, when the GI Bill was 
passed in 1944 to provide education and low-interest mortgage loans for veterans returning 
from World War II, the rules for lending money favored segregated suburban areas as opposed 
to minority neighborhoods in the city. These subtle interpretations of laws helped to keep 
African-Americans immersed in poverty.

One of the most tragic ramifi cations of segregation was that any African-American person 
who questioned or fought this obvious bias was in jeopardy of being killed, and the murderers 
would not even stand trial for their crime. A frequent consequence for testing authority 
was lynching, originally a term used to refer to any form of punishment outside the judicial 
system, such as tar-and-feathering a person or running someone out of town. By the 1930s, 
however, a lynching meant killing the prey, usually hanging him, from a tree until dead. After 
the Civil War, the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) was founded by Confederate army veterans to oppose 
changes that occurred during the Reconstruction period. As laws providing equal opportunity 
for African-Americans were passed, the KKK used lynching as a means of intimidating 
African-Americans. Then, as white men lost jobs during the Depression, their anger and 
bitterness began to fester, and many joined the secret brotherhood of the KKK. The KKK, 
which reached its peak in the 1920s, was very involved in politics and in judicial processes. 
For example, Leo Frank, a Jewish factory worker, was convicted of raping a white girl who 
worked with him in the factory. The Klan intimidated the jury and the judge to the point that 
the judge asked that Frank and his lawyer not be present for the reading of the verdict. Before 
his sentencing, a group of Klansmen kidnapped Frank from prison and lynched him. No one 
was ever brought to trial for Leo Frank’s murder.



Many critics believe that Harper Lee based Robinson’s trial on the famous 1931 trial of the 
“Scottsboro Boys,” a trial that exemplifi ed the lack of equal justice in the South. Young 
African-Americans and whites often caught free rides on the railroads through the South 
to investigate possible jobs about which they had heard. On a train from Chattanooga to 
Memphis, four African-American teenaged boys and four young whites (two boys and two 
girls) began throwing rocks at each other after one of the white boys stepped on an African-
American boy’s hand. The African-Americans eventually forced the other boys off the train. 
When the white boys reported the incident at the nearest station, a posse of white men 
stopped the train, arrested every African-American teenaged boy on the train, and took them 
to a jail in Scottsboro, Alabama. Two girls on the train said they had been raped by the boys, 
with one accusing fi ve of the boys of raping her at knife-point. The jail’s guard assumed that 
if fi ve had raped one of the girls, then the other boys must have raped the other girl. In the 
original trials, the teens were sentenced to terms ranging from 75 to 99 years in prison, with 
several receiving the death penalty. The US Supreme Court overturned the verdicts twice—
once because the African-American defendants had been given inadequate legal counsel, and 
once because the trial and grand juries did not have any African-American people on them. 
The youths were retried in Alabama, and one of the women recanted her testimony. The boys 
were again found guilty, but the judge set the verdict aside due to lack of suffi cient evidence. 
The state fi nally dropped charges against fi ve of the men in 1937, paroled two in 1944, 
paroled one in 1951, and pardoned one in 1976. The racial issues that Harper Lee presents in 
Tom Robinson’s trial mirror the issues raised in the Scottsboro trial.

Publication of To Kill a Mockingbird

To Kill a Mockingbird was fi rst published in 1960, a time of turbulent civil protest in this 
country, with Alabama seen as a predominantly segregated state. Even though slavery had 
been outlawed for nearly a century, racial discrimination was still rampant in the South. In 
1954, the United States Supreme Court ruled in Brown vs. Board of Education that racial 
segregation in public schools was illegal. In 1955, Rosa Parks was arrested for refusing to 
give her seat to a white person on a public bus in Montgomery, Alabama. Her arrest sparked a 
city-wide boycott of the public transit system led by Martin Luther King. In 1956, Autherine 
Lucy, an African-American woman, was admitted to the University of Alabama, but after 
three days of violence on the campus, she fl ed and was not allowed to return by the school’s 
Board of Trustees. The courts re-admitted Autherine to the University, but the Board of 
Trustees expelled her. Episodes such as these were repeated at schools, restaurants, and other 
establishments across the South as the Civil Rights movement became a highly publicized and 
angrily debated social issue of the 1960s. 



With the Civil Rights movement as its background, To Kill a Mockingbird quickly rose to the 
top of every bestseller list and stayed there for over a year and one-half. Harper Lee won the 
Pulitzer Prize in 1961, and over fi fteen million copies of the book were sold in the early years 
of the book’s publication. Many critics hailed To Kill a Mockingbird as an accurate portrayal of 
the racist discrimination in the South. In World Literature Criticism, Edgar H. Shuster says, 

The achievement of Harper Lee is not that she has written another novel about 
race prejudice, but rather that she has placed race prejudice in a perspective 
which allows us to see it as an aspect of a larger thing. 

However, not all critics praised the book. Some found Lee’s use of a young child as the 
narrator unrealistic and the tone of the book very moralistic.

Since its publication, To Kill a Mockingbird has been quite controversial for use in school 
settings. Through the years, school boards across the country have banned it from required 
reading lists, libraries, and class discussions. These moves have been justifi ed because of the 
book’s use of violence and its messages about race and social justice. Advocates of the novel 
claim that it is an appropriate vehicle to teach these issues because most of the characters, 
particularly Atticus, demonstrate high moral values and strong ethics. Recently, however, 
critics have begun to describe Atticus as a white, paternalistic fi gure, and Lee’s presentation 
of the African-American people as passive and submissive, needing a white man to rescue 
them from injustice. These critics see Atticus as never really trying to change the racism that 
permeates Maycomb, but living his life comfortably within the Southern social structure. 

Harper Lee’s Reaction to Success

Following the success of To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee published a few short nonfi ction 
pieces in national magazines. Then she disappeared and did not publish anything else. 
Lee was surprised and according to some sources, frightened by the book’s success. Her 
expectation was that To Kill a Mockingbird would not be well received by the critics, yet she 
hoped the public would enjoy it enough to encourage her to continue to write. 

In an interview with Roy Newquist in 1964, Lee talked about writing another book. 
Responding to a question about her progress, Lee said it was going very slowly, saying, “I like 
to write. Sometimes I’m afraid that I like it too much because when I get into work I don’t 
want to leave it. As a result I’ll go for days and days without leaving the house or wherever 
I happen to be. I’ll go out long enough to get papers and pick up some food and that’s it. It’s 
strange, but instead of hating writing, I love it too much.” 



This interview with Roy Newquist was the last interview that Harper Lee gave. Because she 
never published another book and became so reclusive, many critics theorized that Truman 
Capote was really the author of To Kill a Mockingbird. This rumor has fi nally been put to rest 
by the discovery of a letter that Capote wrote his aunt in Monroeville, Alabama, on July 9, 
1959—a year before To Kill a Mockingbird was published. In the letter, he said, 

Yes, it is true that Nelle Lee is publishing a book. I did not see Nelle last winter, 
but the previous year, she showed me as much of the book as she’d written, 
and I liked it very much. She has real talent.

In 2001, the University of Alabama began an annual essay contest for high school students on 
To Kill a Mockingbird, and it was recently learned that Lee has attended the award ceremony 
each year, talked with the winners and their families, and signed autographs for anyone who 
asked. In 2006, she agreed to an interview with The New York Times as long as they only 
discussed the essay contest.

She currently lives with her 94-year-old sister in their hometown of Monroeville, Alabama, 
and she continues to decline interviews. She has never explained why she has not written 
another book or why she will not agree to be interviewed. One rumor that is credited to her 
sister, Alice, says that in the 1970s, Harper Lee had almost fi nished her second book, but 
someone broke into her home and stole the manuscript. Other rumors state that Lee doesn’t 
grant interviews because she feels that reporters misunderstand her, and she doesn’t get 
to talk about anything but the characters of her one book. None of these rumors has been 
proven or disproven.

Lee recently surprised the world by writing a piece in July 2006, that Oprah Winfrey 
published in O magazine. In the form of a letter to Oprah, Lee described her memories of 
reading as a child. This is the fi rst piece that Lee has written since 1983 when she reviewed a 
book about Alabama history. 

Point Of View

Harper Lee chose to write To Kill a Mockingbird in fi rst-person narrative. Scout Finch, a young 
girl who is six years old at the beginning of the novel, is the narrator. This is signifi cant 
because it allows Lee to take advantage of a child’s innocence to explain the complex social 
issues of racial prejudice and ignore the fears that so many Southern women had of being 
raped by an African-American man. At times in the novel, Scout has a clearer understanding 
of some of the social issues than the adults around her. For example, by having Scout explain 
the events surrounding Robinson’s trial, her child-like innocence emphasizes the signifi cance 
of simple justice for all. 



Lee is successful in using such a young child as the narrator because she portrays Scout as a 
very bright child who has been taught by her father to think and reason much like an adult. 
Because of the neighborhood in which she lives, Scout spends most of her time with adults, 
and she does not hesitate to judge adults for their actions and attitudes. Scout says what 
she thinks, even if she is not capable of fully understanding a subject. By combining this 
inquisitive, adult-like role with the innocence of a six-year-old child, Lee develops a simple, 
but sophisticated, fi rst-person narrative. Lee also adds complexity by having the narrator tell 
the story as a fl ashback, occasionally adding her adult perspective on the events she explains 
as a child. 

Some critics, on the other hand, claim that, by using a child as the narrator, Lee presents the 
themes of the novel too simplistically. They say that if she had used third-person omniscient 
or fi rst-person narrative from various people, Lee would have been able to share different 
perspectives of the issues. For example, the reader is left to infer Atticus’ reasons for taking 
on Robinson as a client by reading Scout’s explanation of her father’s belief that all people 
should be treated with respect. 

Theme

Harper Lee has several themes that she has woven through To Kill a Mockingbird, all of which 
are emphasized by Scout’s age and loss of innocence as she matures during the course of the 
story. Scout begins the story as an innocent six-year-old who believes her father’s teaching 
that everyone is basically good. As she progresses through the events of the book, Scout has 
to reconcile her innocent view of people with the reality that evil exists in the world. Scout 
struggles with this theme as she begins to see that everything is not as simple as it appears, 
that appearances may be deceiving, that people often fear those who are different, and that 
bravery is more than shooting a mad dog.

Deceptive Appearances—Lee emphasizes that things are not always what they appear to be, 
and as Scout and Jem get older, they begin to understand this. Scout’s exposure to this is 
illustrated through a wide variety of brief experiences, such as Miss Caroline’s not wanting 
Scout to learn from her father; Mr. Underwood’s hatred of African-Americans, but willingness 
to shoot anyone who tries to lynch Tom Robinson; Miss Gates’ sympathetic attitude toward 
the Jews in Germany, but not toward the African-Americans in Maycomb; and Mr. Raymond’s 
secret bottle of Coca-Cola. A particularly amusing illustration of Scout’s increasing awareness 
of this hypocrisy is Mrs. Merriweather’s conversation at the missionary circle. However, 
Scout’s evolving attitude toward Arthur (Boo) Radley is the clearest illustration of her 
increasing understanding of the inconsistency and complexity of the adult world. She begins 
the story seeing Radley as a blood-loving monster but changes her view when she realizes that 
he saved her life by killing Bob Ewell.



Prejudice—The implications of racism are probably the most pronounced theme in To Kill a 
Mockingbird. In the novel, Lee repeatedly questions the attitude that whites are superior to 
African-Americans. For example, while visiting Calpurnia’s church, Scout realizes that the 
physical structure is quite different, but the messages are the same. Dill cannot understand 
why a wealthy white man like Mr. Raymond would choose to marry an African-American 
woman. No one questions the references to Tom Robinson as a “nigger” or a “boy,” and 
he is convicted based solely on his race. Because Atticus defends Tom, his children suffer 
tremendously, both from the reality of the trial and Bob Ewell’s subsequent attempts to kill 
them. 

The implications of prejudice, however, extend beyond the trial of Tom Robinson. The class 
structure that Lee presents indicates the prejudice that people have for others of their same 
race, such as Aunt Alexandra’s refusal to allow Walter Cunningham to visit Scout and the 
neighbors’ stories about the evil Boo Radley. Although the fi ght for women’s equality was not 
an issue at the time this book was set and was just beginning when it was published, many 
critics use To Kill a Mockingbird as an example of prejudice against women. For example, 
Atticus jokes about having women on the jury, and the judge considers clearing all women 
from the courtroom so they do not have to hear the references to rape and violence. Scout 
also fi ghts the confi nes of the accepted role of a Southern young lady; she hates to wear 
dresses, and the biggest insult she receives is to be told she’s acting like a girl.

Courage and Bravery—Through Atticus’ character, Lee introduces the defi nition of true 
bravery as the willingness to stand up against all odds to do what one believes is right. Atticus 
is a consistent example of courage. He believes that bravery has nothing to do with using 
a gun when he describes Mrs. Dubose as the bravest person he knows. The only way his 
children know he is an excellent marksman is by watching him kill the mad dog. However, 
it is Atticus’ willingness to fi ght for Tom Robinson’s freedom during and after the trial is his 
most signifi cant testimony to his defi nition of bravery. Lee also shows the development of 
this concept in other characters, such as Heck Tate, when he stands up to Atticus to protect 
Arthur Radley from the agony of a needless trial. 



Questions for Research and Discussion

1.  Discuss the role of each of these adults in Scout’s life: Atticus, Miss Maddie, Calpurnia, 
Aunt Alexandra, and Boo Radley. 

2.  How does the relationship between Jem and Scout change as they grow up?

3.  How does Scout show that she attempts to follow Atticus’ advice to walk in the other 
person’s shoes?

4.  Research Harper Lee’s life, and identify the similarities and differences between her 
childhood and the story in To Kill a Mockingbird.

5.  Discuss Scout’s attitude toward ghosts and other superstitions as she progresses through 
the book, including the signifi cance of the book Atticus selects to read in the last 
chapter, The Gray Ghost.

6.  Research the teaching philosophy of John Dewey. Explain how Dewey’s philosophy 
compares to Atticus theory of education and the impact both have on Scout.

7.  Find four references to a mockingbird in the novel, and discuss the meaning of each 
reference. 

8.  Explain Atticus’ defi nition of a gentleman. Cite examples of Jem’s increasing 
understanding of this defi nition and the impact on his behavior. 

9.  Identify examples throughout the book in which the adult Scout refl ects on the events 
that the child Scout is describing. For each example, explain how this affects your 
understanding of the novel. 

10.  Research the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, and discuss the impact this 
movement would have in a town such as Maycomb.

11.  Research the Scottsboro trial, and explore the parallels between Scottsboro and 
Maycomb. Identify the causes that lead to each trial, the racial implications of the 
verdicts, and the impact each trial has on the community.



PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 1–5

Read the passage from Chapter 1, beginning on page 8 with, “The Radley Place fascinated 
Dill…” and ending at the bottom of page 9 with, “I once asked Atticus if it ever had any; 
Atticus said yes, but before I was born.” 

1. What type of literary device does Lee use in the second sentence when she describes 
Dill’s fascination with the Radley place?

 A.  metaphor
 B.  fl ashback
 C.  simile 
 D. irony
 E.  soliloquy

2.  What does Scout mean when she refers to a “malevolent phantom?”
 A.  The house is haunted by an evil ghost.
 B.  One of the family members is insane and has been convicted of killing people 
  and animals.
 C.  Crazy Addie lives in the Radley house.
 D.  An evil person lives there, but she has not met him. 
 E.  The Radleys kill any African-American that walks on their sidewalk.

3.  What effect is Lee creating with the description of the Radley’s house?
 A.  suspense
 B.  sympathy
 C.  humor
 D.  irony
 E.  allusion

4.  Which of the following helps establish the narrator as an adult describing a childhood 
memory rather than a child telling a story as it happens?

 A.  “The Maycomb school grounds adjoined the back of the Radley lot.”
 B.  “The remains of a picket drunkenly guarded the front yard…”
 C.  “Of all days Sunday was the day for formal afternoon visiting: ladies wore corsets, 
  men wore coats, children wore shoes.”
 D.  “The Radley Place jutted into a sharp curve beyond our house.” 
 E.  “A baseball hit into the Radley yard was a lost ball and no questions asked.”

5.  How does Scout support her claim of, “…a predilection unforgivable in Maycomb?”
 A.  The Radleys do not take care of their house and yard.
 B.  The Radleys do not have screen doors.
 C.   The Radleys worship at home, and Mr. Radley walks to town every day at eleven 

thirty, returning at noon with a bag of groceries. 
 D.   The Radleys do not pick the nuts from their pecan trees, and they keep baseballs that 

land in their yard.
 E.  The Radleys buy and sell cotton for a living.



PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 6–9

Read the passage from Chapter 11, beginning on page 99 with, “When we were small, Jem 
and I confi ned our activities…” and ending on page 102 with, “…the sun was warm, which 
meant good times coming: no school and Dill.”

6.  What type of literary device does Harper Lee use in the sentence, “It was rumored that 
she kept a CSA pistol concealed among her numerous shawls and wraps.” (p. 99)

 A.  idiom
 B.  foreshadowing
 C.  fantasy
 D.  sarcasm
 E.  allusion

7.  What does Atticus’ response to Jem’s anger at Mrs. Dubose’s continual comments 
indicate about Atticus’ character?

 A.  Atticus does not care what people say about him.
 B.  Atticus is afraid to confront people about their comments and actions.
 C.   Atticus gives people the benefi t of the doubt and tries to understand why they act 

like they do.
 D.  Atticus does not believe that Mrs. Dubose means what she says.
 E.  Atticus pities old people.

8.  Why is Scout surprised that Jem turns scarlet with anger when Mrs. Dubose defames 
Atticus for defending Tom Robinson?

 A.   Scout and Jem have heard many schoolmates criticize Atticus for defending Tom 
Robinson.

 B.  Jem has just told her not to pay attention to Mrs. Dubose.
 C.  Scout thinks that Jem is a gentleman.
 D.  Scout does not understand what Mrs. Dubose means.
 E.  Jem thinks Mrs. Dubose’ comments about Scout’s overalls is funny.

9.  Which defi nition best fi ts Scout’s use of the word “philippic” in the second paragraph of 
page 102?

 A.  person talking to them
 B.  soliloquy
 C.  child reading aloud
 D.  tirade
 E.  solice



PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 10–14

Read the passage from Chapter 20, beginning at the bottom of page 199 with, “Come on 
round here, son, I got something that’ll settle your stomach…” and ending at the bottom 
of page 201 with, “Yeah, Glad t’ve metcha, Mr. Raymond, and thanks for the drink, it was 
mighty settlin’.”

10.  Scout believes that Mr. Raymond is an evil man because
 A.  he is sitting outside the courthouse instead of inside listening to the trial.
 B.  Aunt Alexandra and Atticus do not like Mr. Raymond.
 C.  he gives alcohol to children.
 D.  he sits with people from the African-American community.
 E. everyone in town avoids him.

11.  What does Mr. Raymond mean when he says that his drinking, “…ain’t honest but it’s 
mighty helpful to folks”? (p. 200)

 A.  Mr. Raymond always has a drink to offer to other people.
 B.  The townspeople have an excuse for his choices in life.
 C.  The townspeople always have someone to laugh at when Mr. Raymond is drunk.
 D.  Mr. Raymond buys his liquor from the African-Americans, so he is supporting them.
 E.   The townspeople know that Mr. Raymond needs money to buy alcohol, so they can 

hire him for odd jobs that other people refuse to do.

12.  What theme does Lee reinforce with Mr. Raymond’s conversation with Scout and Dill?
 A.  Appearances can be deceiving.
 B.  Racism is accepted by everyone in Maycomb.
 C.  Until they are adults, children will suffer from what people say to them.
 D.  Having mixed children is wrong.
 E.  Deceiving people is not wrong as long as it is for a good purpose.

13. By saying that Atticus is “…not a run-of-the-mill man,” (p. 201) Lee uses
 A. a metaphor to say Atticus is a professional person by comparing him to a mill manager.
 B. sarcasm to show that Atticus is overworked.
 C. an idiom to say that Atticus is an unusual person.
 D. a simile comparing Atticus to someone who runs a mill effectively.
 E.  an allusion to the water-wheel that runs a mill to grind wheat into fl our.

14.  What does Scout mean when she says, “Between two fi res, I could not decide which I 
wanted to jump into?” (p. 201)

 A.  Scout wants to watch the trial, but she also wants to talk with Mr. Raymond.
 B.   Scout knows that her father and Aunt Alexandra will both be angry with her for 

talking to Mr. Raymond.
 C.   Scout wants to fi nd out why Mr. Raymond prefers to associate with African-

Americans, as well as why he pretends to be drunk all the time.
 D.  Scout wants to go back inside, but Jem told her to take care of Dill.
 E.  Scout wants to stay outside with Mr. Raymond, but Dill wants to go back inside.



PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 15–20

Read the passage from Chapter 24, beginning at the top of page 230 with, “The ladies laughed 
again…” and ending in the middle of page 233 with, “I could not see Mrs. Farrow.” 

15.  Which of the following does not contribute to Scout’s mood in this passage?
 A. Scout’s clothes
 B. The description of the Mrunas
 C. Mr. Everett’s conversation with Mrs. Merriweather 
 D. Miss Stephanie’s interest in Scout
 E. Mrs. Merriweather’s comments about teaching Helen Robinson about a Christian life

16. Why does Scout think Mrs. Merriweather is talking about Mayella Ewell when she says 
the pastor should help her lead a Christian life?

 A. Scout believes that Mayella is not a Christian.
 B. Mrs. Merriweather refers to forgiving the person.
 C. Scout has visited Calpurnia’s church.
 D. Mrs. Merriweather describes sinful and fi lthy living conditions. 
 E. Mrs. Merriweather refers to the trial.

17. What type of literary device does Lee use in the sentence starting with, “We can educate 
‘em…” in the fourth paragraph on p. 232? 

 A. colloquialism. 
 B. metaphor
 C. irony
 D. simile
 E. personifi cation

18. To whom is Mrs. Merriweather referring when she talks to Mrs. Farrow about the 
misguided people in Maycomb who think that they are doing right?

 A.  J. Grimes Everett
 B.  Atticus
 C.  Miss Maudie
 D.  Aunt Alexandra
 E.  Miss Stephanie



19.  What is Lee’s purpose for having Miss Maudie ask Mrs. Merriweather about choking on 
food?

 A. Miss Maudie thinks Mrs. Merriweather is being rude.
 B. Mrs. Merriweather is boring everyone with her talk of witnessing for God.
 C. Mrs. Merriweather is being demeaning toward Scout.
 D. Miss Maudie is jealous of the attention Scout pays Mrs. Merriweather.
 E. Mrs. Merriweather is criticizing Calpurnia’s cooking. 

20. This passage is an example of
 A. melodrama
 B. hyperbole
 C. foreshadowing
 D. suspense
 E. satire



PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 21–25

Read the passage from Chapter 26, beginning on page 244 with, “The idea was profound, but 
as usual, in Maycomb it didn’t work…” and continuing through the middle of page 247 with, 
“I was too surprised to cry.”

21. Why does Scout dislike the current events period?
 A. She does not think the current events affect life in Maycomb, so they are a waste 
  of time.
 B. She does not like The Grit Paper.
 C. Her classmates do not understand current events.
 D. The town students receive the newspaper, but the rural students do not.
 E. Her classmates try to use advertisements as current events.

22.  Which of the following statements by Miss Gates causes confusion for Scout?
 A. “Hitler is the government.”
 B. “We are a democracy and Germany is a dictatorship.”
 C. “Over here we don’t believe in persecuting anybody.”
 D. “Persecution comes from people who are prejudiced.”
 E.  “They contributed to every society they live in, and most of all, they are a deeply 

religious people.”

23. When Scout says that the state pays teachers to discourage such things as pronouncing 
“donkey” like “dunkey” (p. 244), she is being

 A. funny.
 B. cruel.
 C. ironic.
 D. illusive.
 E. sarcastic.

24. Why does Jem scream at Scout for asking him about Miss Gates?
 A. Jem liked Miss Gates when she was his teacher.
 B. Scout reminds him of his own feelings about the trial.
 C. Scout kids him about eating all the bananas and drinking the milk.
 D. Jem is tired of all her questions about the trial.
 E. Jem agrees with Miss Gates about hating Hitler.

25. This passage illustrates that Scout
 A. does not understand the meaning of prejudice.
 B. is beginning to see that Jem is growing up.
 C. is learning to see how people can be deceptive.
 D. does not want to bother Atticus with her questions anymore.
 E. accepts Hitler’s attitude toward Jews.



PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 26–30

Read the passage from Chapter 30 beginning in the middle of page 272 with, “‘Well, Heck,’ 
Atticus was saying, ‘I guess the thing to do—good Lord…’” and ending at the bottom of page 
275 with, “‘All he wanted to do was get him and his sister safely home.’”

26. This passage does not show that Atticus 
 A. believes Scout saw Jem stab Bob Ewell.
 B.  wants his son to be punished for stabbing Bob Ewell.
 C.  believes that justice is more important than protecting his son.
 D.  thinks Heck Tate is trying to protect Jem.
 E.  wants Jem to be treated fairly.

27.  Tate does not want to prosecute Jem because 
 A. Jem is only thirteen years old.
 B.  he believes that Ewell fell on his own knife.
 C.  he thinks Scout stabbed Ewell.
 D.  he thinks that Arthur stabbed Ewell.
 E.  he does not like Ewell and does not care that he died.

28.  Why does Lee include this argument between Tate and Atticus?
 A.  to identify Ewell’s killer 
 B.  to show Atticus’ stubbornness
 C.  to disprove Atticus’ belief in his children
 D.  to emphasize Scout’s inability to see that night
 E.  to illustrate Tate’s power as sheriff

29.  Where did Tate get the switchblade he shows Atticus?
 A.  from a drunk 
 B.  from Jem
 C.  from Arthur Raddley
 D.  from Scout
 E.  from Bob Ewell

30.  What literary device does Lee use at the bottom of page 274 when Tate describes the 
dark night?

 A.  simile
 B.  onomatopoeia
 C.  metaphor
 D.  personifi cation
 E.  foreshadowing



MULTIPLE CHOICE ANSWERS WITH EXPLANATIONS

1.  C. simile Lee uses this simile to compare Dill’s fascination to the moon’s gravitational 
pull that causes high and low tides of the oceans.

2.  While Scout does consider Boo to be mean and evil, hence the reference to malevolent, 
“A” is not correct, because she believes that Boo is still alive and not a ghost. “B” and 
“E” are not correct, because the Radleys have not killed anyone or anything even though 
Nathan Radley did shoot above the children’s heads when they were running out the 
back of his garden. “C” is incorrect, because Addie is not one of the Radleys. “D” is 
correct, because Scout does believe he is evil, and her reference to Boo as a phantom 
comes from the fact that she has never seen him.

3.  A. suspense

4.  The statement in “B” is the correct answer because of the language the narrator uses. 
Although all of the answers indicate that the narrator is describing her hometown, her 
reference to a picket fence that is so decrepit it looks like a drunk staggering in front of 
the house indicates that she is old enough to understand the metaphor of the instability 
of a drunk person. A six-year-old child would normally say that the fence is broken.

5.  The correct answer is “C” because Scout gives these as examples of how the Radleys 
keep to themselves and do not socialize with the neighbors. Although “A” and “B” are 
accurate statements, Scout uses these to show how the Radleys’ house is different. Scout 
says that pecans from the Radleys’ trees fall in the schoolyard, and the children never go 
into the Radleys’ yard to get their baseballs, but “D” is an incorrect inference from these 
statements, because the reader does not know whether the Radleys collect either of 
these things. “E” is inaccurate; when Jem says that Mr. Radley buys cotton, Jem is really 
saying that Mr. Radley lies on the couch all day. 

6.  E. allusion The CSA pistol is an allusion to the guns the Confederate soldiers used 
during the Civil War.

7.  Atticus knows that people are saying unkind things about him, and he does not let 
that stop him from preparing for the trial, so “A” may be a tempting answer; however, 
Atticus is more concerned about his children learning to be compassionate toward other 
people, so “C” is the best answer. Atticus confronts people in court as a normal part 
of his job, so “B” is not true. Atticus does not make any attempt to explain why Mrs. 
Dubose says what she does, which eliminates “D” as a possibility. It is important for the 
students to distinguish between compassion and pity; Atticus wants his children to be 
compassionate and try to understand the diffi culties in other people’s lives, but that does 
not mean the same as pitying the elderly, so “E” is not correct.



8.  This is a case in which Scout’s childish innocence keeps her from understanding Jem’s 
anger. Although Jem had just told Scout not to pay attention to Mrs. Dubose, at that 
time she was not talking about their father, which means that “B” and “E” are not 
correct. “C” is not correct because Jem’s reaction was correct for a gentleman by simply 
walking away rather than arguing back. Scout’s comments about Mrs. Dubose indicate 
that she did understand what Mrs. Dubose said, which eliminates “D” as an option. 
Scout acknowledges that the only possible reason she sees for Jem’s reaction is that this 
is the fi rst time she and Jem have heard an adult condemn their father, making “A” the 
correct answer.

9.  D tirade

10.  E. He spends his time drinking, and he lives with an African-American woman. Scout 
has heard several people, most recently Jem, saying unkind things about Mr. Raymond’s 
lifestyle and his family. Jem specifi cally told Dill that Mr. Raymond lives with an 
African-American woman and is drunk all the time, so “E” is the correct answer. “A” 
is not the correct answer because no one would expect a drunk man to attend the trial. 
Although Aunt Alexandra does not approve of Mr. Raymond, Atticus has never said 
anything unkind about him, thus eliminating “B.” “C” might be tempting because Mr. 
Raymond does offer his bag to Dill, but it does not contain alcohol. Scout does not think 
that spending time with people in the African-American community is wrong, so “D” is 
not correct. 

11.  Mr. Raymond tells Scout that the biggest reason he carries the bottle of Coca-Cola in 
a bag is that he knows the townspeople cannot understand why he chose to marry an 
African-American woman since he had so much money and land. By acting like an 
alcoholic, Mr. Raymond can live the life he wants to live, and the townspeople have 
something on which to blame his choice of wife and friends. Therefore, “B” is the 
correct answer.

12.  Through Mr. Raymond, Lee provides another opportunity for Scout to see that 
appearances can be deceiving. She bases her incorrect assumption that he is an alcoholic 
on his weaving steps and the gossip she has heard from others, so “A” is the correct 
answer. Although they do discuss the concepts presented in “C” and “E,” these are 
examples that Lee uses to support their discussion of social attitudes, not her theme 
of deceptive appearances. “B” is incorrect because much of what Mr. Raymond says is 
about how he does not accept racism, just like Atticus. Scout and Mr. Raymond do not 
discuss his children, which makes “D” incorrect.

13.  C idiom for unusual person



14.  This statement shows Scout’s internal confl ict—she wants to continue talking to Mr. 
Raymond, but she also wants to hear her father’s closing statement to the jury, so the 
correct answer is “A.” Both “B” and “C” have elements of truth, because Scout knows 
that Aunt Alexandra would be furious with her for talking with Mr. Raymond, and she 
wants to know more about Mr. Raymond’s attitudes; however, these statements do not 
explain the confl ict Scout describes in the quotation. Therefore, “B” and “C” are not the 
best choices. “D” is also a correct statement, but it does not relate to the question. “E” is 
an incorrect statement; Dill says that he is ready to return to the trial. 

15.  In this passage Scout is uncomfortable because she is unsure of herself. She is all 
dressed up in her Sunday dress, which she hates, and Miss Stephanie’s comments on 
Scout’s clothes remind her of this, so neither “A” nor “D” is not the correct answer. 
Mrs. Merriweather’s description of the Mrunas followed by her comments about Helen 
Robinson add to Scout’s uncertainty and insecurity, so “B” and “E” are incorrect. Mrs. 
Merriweather refers to Mr. Everett’s work frequently, but her conversation with him is of 
little consequence, so the correct answer is “C.”

16.  “B” is the correct answer because Scout thinks that if anyone needs to be forgiven, 
it is Mayella, because she lied about Tom’s raping her. Scout does not claim to know 
anything about Mayella’s religious beliefs, so “A” is not the correct answer. While “C” is 
a correct statement, it is not the best choice, because Scout’s attendance at Calpurnia’s 
church does not preclude Mayella from attending another church. “D” is also a 
possibility, but Mrs. Merriweather is referring to the Mrunas’ land when she uses this 
phrase. “E” is not correct; Mrs. Merriweather never refers to the trial directly. 

17.  A colloquialism

18.  B Atticus

19.  Miss Maudie is furious with Mrs. Merriweather because she is criticizing Atticus at 
the same time that she is sitting in Atticus’ home, enjoying food that he provided, and 
sitting next to Scout; yet, she persists in referring to him as, “good but misguided” 
(p. 232) Miss Maudie sees this as being incredibly rude and sarcastically lets Mrs. 
Merriweather know, so “A” is the correct answer. Although Scout comments on how 
Mrs. Merriweather changes her voice when speaking to children, this is not what 
provokes Miss Maudie’s anger, so although “C” is a valid statement, it is not the best 
choice. Scout is bored by Mrs. Merriweather’s chatter about witnessing for God, but 
again this does not cause Miss Maudie’s anger, so “B” is also not the correct choice. “D” 
and “E” are incorrect statements.

20.  Lee uses this passage to show the reader the absurdity of the hypocritical attitudes of 
people like Mrs. Merriweather. She claims to be good a Christian, yet she does not even 
realize how un-Christian and prejudiced she sounds when talking about her servants 
and Atticus.



21.  Scout says that because the rural students do not get the newspaper, they see the current 
events period as showing preference to the town students. Scout may not consciously 
see this as discrimination, but she knows that something is not right about it, so the 
correct answer is “D.” Although she acknowledges that she does not think much about 
life outside of Maycomb, this is not her reason for disliking current events, so “A” is 
incorrect. Scout makes no evaluative statement about The Grit Paper, so “B” is not the 
best choice. Although many of her classmates do not understand the content of the 
articles and sometimes use advertisements, Scout mentions these as examples of why 
the current events period is ineffective, not to justify her dislike, so “C” and “E” are not 
correct. 

22.  Miss Gates makes all of these statements, but Scout is confused by Miss Gates’ 
inconsistency in talking about persecuting people. When they were leaving the 
courtroom after the trial, Scout heard Miss Gates talk about teaching the African-
Americans their proper place, because she felt they were beginning to act like they are 
equal to white people. This contradicts her statement in class about Americans not 
persecuting people, so the best choice is “C.”

23.  E sarcastic

24.  “B” is the best choice, because Jem does not know how to deal with all of the anger he 
feels about the injustice that was done. Jem feels personally betrayed by the judicial 
system, and he does not know what to believe, so he is trying to forget about the trial 
completely. When Scout asks him about Miss Gates, she reminds him of all these 
feelings. Although the statements in “A,” “C,” and “D” are valid, none of them explains 
Jem’s anger. Jem has never said anything about his opinion of Hitler, so “E” is not 
correct.

25.  “C” is the correct answer, because it is the discrepancy between Miss Gates’ statements 
about Hilter and Tom Robinson that Scout is questioning. “A,” “B,” and “E” are 
incorrect, because Scout does understand the horrors of prejudice, which is why she 
questions Jem like she has always done. Although Scout says she asks Jem instead of 
Atticus, her reason is that she cannot articulate her question enough to ask Atticus, so 
“D” is not correct.

26.  Atticus bases his entire argument with Tate on his belief that Scout is correct when she 
says that Jem must have pulled Ewell off of her, so “A” not the correct answer. Atticus 
argues with Tate because he believes Jem will not respect him if he allows Tate to lie 
about Ewell’s death. However, Atticus appreciates what he thinks Tate is trying to do for 
Jem, so “C,” “D,” and “E” are not correct. “B” is the correct answer, because Atticus has 
no desire for his son to be punished; instead, he is confi dent that any jury would fi nd 
Jem innocent, because it is a case of self-defense.



27.  Tate has seen Ewell’s body, seen that Ewell was stabbed with a kitchen knife, and 
listened to Scout’s version of what happened. Jem is not strong enough to have killed 
Ewell, particularly with a broken arm. Tate refuses to prosecute Jem because he is 
innocent of causing Ewell’s death. This eliminates “A” as a possible answer, since Jem’s 
age has nothing to do with Tate’s knowledge of the events. If Jem is not strong enough 
to kill Ewell, then it is even less likely that Scout could have killed him from inside her 
costume, thus eliminating “C.” Tate’s feelings about Ewell are not apparent, so “E” is 
not correct. Tate knows that Arthur Radley was the person who carried Jem home after 
Ewell broke Jem’s arm, so based on all these clues, Tate concludes that Arthur killed 
Ewell before picking up Jem to carry home, making “D” the correct answer.

28.  Lee includes this argument as a way for Atticus to reaffi rm his belief in equal treatment 
under the law, because he believes what Scout says about Jem pulling the attacker off 
of her. Therefore, “C” and “D” are not correct. Tate is not interested in demonstrating 
the authority he has as sheriff—as shown by his respect for Atticus when he repeatedly 
refers to him as Mr. Finch rather than Atticus; this eliminates “E” as an option. 
Although Atticus does seem to be stubborn when he insists on Jem being treated like 
any other suspect, it is because he does not understand what really happened, so “B” is 
not the correct answer. Once Atticus realizes who really killed Ewell, he understands 
and agrees with Tate. Therefore, the best answer is “A.” 

29.  Although Tate does not say it directly, the reader can infer that Tate took the switchblade 
from Bob Ewell because of his vague answers when Atticus questions him about the 
knife and the evidence that Scout’s costume had been sliced with a knife when she was 
attacked. So although “A” is part of what Tate literally said, “E” is the better answer. 

30.  A simile



PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 1

Read the passage from Chapter 13, beginning at the top of page 130 with, “I never 
understood her preoccupation with heredity…” and ending at the bottom of page 132 with 
Jem’s comment, “Is this the Cousin Joshua who was locked up for so long?”

Write a well-constructed essay about an author’s use of setting and cultural customs to 
explore the characters’ attitudes about social class. Use examples from this passage to support 
your points, but do not simply summarize the passage.

PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 2

Read the passage from Chapter 20, beginning in the middle of page 202 with, “We looked 
down again.…” and ending at the bottom of page 205 with Atticus’ statement, “In the name 
of God, do your duty.”

The use of a monologue gives a writer the means to have a character explain his beliefs, 
attitudes, and feelings about more than specifi c actions but about humanity and life in 
general. Using Atticus’ closing arguments to support your statements, write a well-designed 
essay exploring Lee’s use of the monologue to further defi ne Atticus’ character and moral 
beliefs.

Do not simply summarize Atticus’ statements.

PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 3

Read the passage starting at the beginning of Chapter 28 on page 254 and ending at the top of 
page 257 with, “I later asked Aunt Alexandra about this, and she said people who held such 
views were usually climbers.” 

Authors use a variety of techniques to set the tone of a chapter. Write a well-organized essay 
about the use of imagery to set the tone. Do not summarize the passage, but use specifi c 
examples from this passage to support the points you make in the essay.

PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 4

Read the passage in Chapter 24 beginning at the bottom of Page 234 with, “The front door 
slammed and I heard Atticus’s footsteps…” and continue through the end of the chapter on 
Page 237.

Authors develop characters with different attitudes and beliefs so that they can illustrate the 
diversity in society. Write a well-constructed essay exploring Lee’s development of the female 
role-model by comparing and contrasting Miss Maudie and Aunt Alexandra as models for 
Scout. 



PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 5

The central issue of many novels and plays is the diffi culty in discerning the “truth” about a 
certain event or situation based on the differing accounts of various characters. Several times 
in To Kill a Mockingbird, Lee questions who is responsible for Tom Robinson’s death. Write a 
well-constructed essay discussing different characters’ views about where this responsibility 
lays, and include evidence that shows Lee’s view. Do not simply summarize the jury’s verdict. 

PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 6

Writers often use the fi rst-person narrative to provide one character’s feelings and refl ections 
about the events of a novel. The narrator can serve as a participant in the events as well as an 
adult looking back at events in the past. Using Scout’s narrative in To Kill a Mockingbird, write 
a well-crafted essay about Lee’s use of fi rst-person narrative to explain the events as well as 
create suspense in the novel. Include a discussion of the impact of the narrator’s age when the 
events occurred versus her age when she recounts the story.

PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 7

Authors often show a character’s development through their changing attitudes and 
interactions with other characters. Write a well-organized essay about Lee’s development of 
Scout’s character using her evolving image of Boo Radley from a monster to a kind, gentle 
man to support the points in your essay. Do not write a summary of Boo Radley’s character. 

PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 8

The use of allusions is a literary technique that authors use to combine real-life references 
with fi ctional events in a novel. Write a well-constructed essay about Lee’s use of allusions in 
To Kill a Mockingbird to relate the setting of the story to life in the United States. 

PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 9

The signifi cance of a novel’s title is often not readily apparent to the reader until well into 
the book. Write a well-organized essay in which you analyze Lee’s use of the mockingbird 
as a symbol. Be sure to include references to specifi c characters and their relationship to the 
mockingbird as well as the meaning of the mockingbird as a symbol itself.
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Chapter 1

1.  What narrative point of view does Harper Lee use to begin the story?

 The story is told in fi rst person, from the point of view of Scout, who is six years old at the 
beginning of the story. The story is told as a fl ashback, with the adult character of Scout 
describing events that happened when she was a child.

2. What can the reader expect to learn from this narrative point of view?

 The reader will only learn about the events that the narrator thinks are signifi cant. The 
narrator will also include her thoughts, opinions, and biases, and she will explain events 
based on her perspective. Seeing a story only through the narrator’s eyes can lead to 
misunderstandings of other characters’ actions, because the reader does not know those 
characters’ motivations and intentions. By having the story told by the adult Scout, the reader 
can also expect that each event that she describes may be somehow related to one of the 
themes of the book.

3.  What is the setting of the story? How does Harper Lee use this setting to set the tone?

 Lee set the story in a small southern town in the mid-1930s, with the story opening in the 
summer when the children are not in school. In general, life was considered to be much 
slower in the South during the summer because of the heat and humidity. People sat on their 
front porches in the evening, because there was no air-conditioning or television, and children 
had to create their own fun, because they did not have enough money to buy toys and games 
to entertain themselves. Scout, Jem, and Dill spend most of their time making up games to 
play outside. In this period, it was not unusual that the children’s mother died from a heart 
attack, because medical technology was not sophisticated enough to save a person’s life.

 Lee uses the small-town setting to set a tone of familiarity among the neighbors, but she also 
defi nes the strict rules of Southern society—particularly the different rules that apply to 
African-Americans and whites. Because the children spend their days playing outside, Lee 
is able to have Scout describe the neighborhood, introduce most of the neighbors, and give 
her opinion of them. The death of Scout’s mother gives Lee the opportunity to immediately 
introduce the relationship of the African-American housekeeper in an upper-middle class 
white home.



T-2

4.  Why does Jem tell Scout (the narrator) not to ask Dill about his father? What can the 
reader infer about Jem and Scout’s relationship from this exchange?

 After Dill says that he does not have a father, Jem tells Scout to be quiet so that she does not 
continue to embarrass Dill. The reader can infer that as Jem’s younger sister, Scout listens to 
what he says, even though there are times she questions his actions. From Scout’s explanation 
of their mother’s death, the reader can also infer that Jem is more sensitive to being asked 
about an absent parent than Scout is. Scout was two years old, and Jem was six when their 
mother died, so she does not relate to the loss of a parent like Jem does. 

5.  Briefl y describe how the Radleys are different from the other people in Maycomb.

 The Radleys keep to themselves, and they do not visit their neighbors or receive visitors on 
Sundays like other people in Maycomb. They do not go to church on Sunday. Before he died, 
Mr. Radley did not go to work. Unlike the other people in the neighborhood, the Radleys 
never come outside, sit on their front porch, or help their neighbors. When Boo got in trouble 
as a young man, Mr. Radley made him stay home, and no one has seen Boo since then. Based 
on the story of Boo stabbing his father’s leg with scissors, some of the neighbors believe that 
Boo is crazy. The various stories about the family and about Boo lead Jem to describe Boo as 
dangerous, saying he eats raw squirrels and cats, has blood-red hands and a “…long jagged 
scare that ran cross his face.” (p. 13)

6.  Why does Jem take three days to accept Dill’s dare and go up to the Radleys’ home? 
What theme is Lee introducing with Jem’s response to Dill’s dare?

 Jem and Scout know all the stories about Boo, and they are afraid that Boo will attack them. 
Jem weighs his fear of Boo against the humiliation he will suffer if he does not accept Dill’s 
dare. Lee is introducing the theme of honor.

 Note to Teacher: You may want to point out to the students that Lee introduces the theme 
of honor based on a simple dare between two children and suggest that they watch the 
development of this theme as the story progresses. 

7.  What does Harper Lee mean by calling Miss Stephanie Crawford, “a neighborhood 
scold?” (p. 11)

 Miss Crawford claims to know everything about all the neighbors, and she gossips with 
anyone who will listen. By calling her a “scold,” Harper Lee is showing her dislike for gossip.
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8.  From the beginning of the story, the narrator refl ects on events of the past. How is this 
evident to the reader, and how may it affect suspense and story development?

 The fi rst phrase of this chapter says that the story really begins when Jem broke his arm, 
and then Scout describes how many years passed before they discussed the events that caused 
Jem’s accident. With this type of retrospective, the narrator already knows how the story 
concludes before beginning to tell the reader. By using a retrospective approach, Lee is able 
to create suspense for the reader and provide both a child’s perspective of the events as they 
unfold, as well as an adult’s perspective with the narrator telling the story years later. 

9.  What is the fi rst event that Lee uses to begin building suspense in the story?

 In the fi rst paragraph, Scout says that her brother, Jem, suffered a severe break of his arm at 
his elbow. She assures the reader that it healed so that he could play football. She then says 
that they disagree as to the cause of the accident, but she does not tell the reader how the 
accident happened or who was involved. 

10.  Briefl y describe Boo Radley. What purpose does Boo serve in this story? 

 Through Scout’s eyes, the reader is introduced to Boo Radley as a very scary character. She 
refers to him as “…a malevolent phantom.” (p. 8) The children have never met him, but they 
have heard many stories about him, all of which blame Boo for the things that go wrong in 
Maycomb, from freezing plants and minor crimes to suspicious deaths of pets and property 
damage. Jem describes Boo as being over six feet tall, with yellow rotten teeth, bulging eyes, 
and drool running down his chin. 

 Boo serves as an element of mystery in the story. Although the children are afraid of him as 
seen by Jem’s claim that Boo will “…gouge your eyes out” (p. 14), they are also curious to 
fi nd out if he is really as mean and evil as the stories make him out to be. He is the focus of 
many of the children’s adventures and keep them from becoming bored. 

11.  What is the allusion that Lee makes in the following passage? 

   There was no hurry, for there was nowhere to go, nothing to buy and no 
money to buy it with, nothing to see outside the boundaries of Maycomb 
County. But it was a time of vague optimism for some of the people: Maycomb 
County had recently been told that it had nothing to fear but fear itself. 

  (pp. 5–6)

 The phrase, “…nothing to fear but fear itself” is from Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s fi rst 
inaugural speech in 1932. FDR was elected president in the midst of the Great Depression, 
and his speech was intended to inspire hope in the American people that better times were 
ahead, and the depression was coming to an end. 
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Chapter 2

1.  Why does Miss Caroline hit Scout with the ruler?

 Miss Caroline hits Scout with the ruler because Scout makes Miss Caroline look foolish and 
condescending. Scout tells her that by offering Walter a quarter for lunch, Miss Caroline 
is shaming him. As the teacher in the classroom, Miss Caroline is the authority fi gure, and 
she is trying to be nice. However, by telling Walter to take her quarter, Miss Caroline comes 
across as though she is superior to Walter—she has suffi cient money to give him a quarter 
for lunch and assumes he can afford to pay her back tomorrow. 

2.  Is Scout’s fi rst day of school what she expected? Why or why not?

 Scout’s fi rst day is not at all what she expected. Scout is excited about fi nally getting to go to 
school and learn new subjects. However, rather than being challenged to learn new concepts, 
she is bored and gets into trouble because she already knows how to read and write. Then her 
teacher hits her hand with a ruler when she tries to be helpful at the class’ urging. She has to 
stand in the corner until it is time to go to lunch.

3.  How does Harper Lee use the school setting to give the reader important exposition 
about Southern culture?

 Lee uses Scout’s class to illustrate the impoverished life of southern farm families, 
particularly during the Great Depression. Many of the students are older than Scout, because 
they are repeating fi rst grade. Scout describes these students as being from the country, and 
they do not have enough money or food for lunch. Some students bring pails of food to eat 
at school, and only the children who live in town get to go home for lunch. Scout is the only 
one who knows how to read and write, and Scout walks home for lunch. By describing the 
students in these terms, Lee shows that Scout’s family is more affl uent than most of the other 
students’ families. Lee also sets the tone for Scout to have a negative and disappointing 
experience in school. 

 Note to Teacher: Although it is not specifi cally stated in the text, the class also illustrates the 
segregation of the South. Although Scout differentiates between town and country children, 
she makes no mention of any African-American students in the class, because African-
Americans were not allowed in white schools.

4.  How does Harper Lee show that Miss Caroline is not familiar with Maycomb customs?

 One of the fi rst things that Miss Caroline tells the students is that she is from Winston 
County, which the students know seceded from Alabama and sided with the Union during the 
Civil War. Lee has Miss Caroline use a different method of teaching than the other teachers 
in the school. The reader can infer from Miss Caroline’s interaction with Walter Cunningham 
that she does not understand the extent of extreme poverty in the Maycomb area.
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5.  What could be Lee’s motivation for having Miss Caroline come from another county 
rather than from Maycomb?

 Note to Teacher: Students’ answers will vary. One point to emphasize is that Lee is able to use 
Miss Caroline’s unfamiliarity with the area as a means to explain to the reader the customs 
and circumstances in a small southern town. 

6.  How does Lee create sympathy for Miss Caroline at the end of the chapter?

 When the bell rings for lunch, Scout is the last one to leave and sees Miss Caroline “…sink 
down into her chair and bury her head in her arms.” (p. 22) While standing in front of the 
class, Miss Caroline appears to be confi dent in what she is doing and saying—even when 
she offers the quarter to Walter Cunningham. However, this gesture of sinking into her chair 
shows that she is upset, because the morning did not go well. 

7.  Describe Lee’s use of humor as Jem tries to explain Miss Caroline’s teaching theories to 
Scout.

 Jem claims that Miss Caroline is introducing the Dewey Decimal System as a new method to 
learn to read, and he compares it to learning about cows by milking one. This comparison 
sidetracks Scout, because she has no interest in learning about cows. Jem gets frustrated with 
Scout, because all country people want to learn about cows. Scout does not question Jem 
further about the Dewey Decimal System since she is young enough to believe everything Jem 
says. In reality, Jem has confused Melvil Dewey’s system for cataloging books in a library 
with the teaching theory of John Dewey.

Chapter 3

1.  Why does Jem invite Walter to dinner? What social issue does Lee introduce with the 
character of Walter Cunningham?

  Jem invites Walter home for dinner because he knows that Atticus has helped Walter’s father 
and if Walter does not eat with them, he will have no lunch. Lee uses Walter to illustrate the 
problem of severe poverty prevalent in rural areas during the Great Depression, particularly 
in the South. Walter’s family owns land on which they grow crops, but because of the 
Depression, the Cunninghams cannot sell their crops. Therefore, they are extremely poor and 
cannot buy any of the basic essentials needed for living. Lee also uses Walter to illustrate the 
pride that the farm families had; Walter does not act disrespectful to Miss Cunningham, but 
his pride prevents him from taking her quarter to buy lunch as well as his initial hesitation to 
join Jem and Scout for lunch. 
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2.  What does Atticus mean when he says to Scout, “—until you climb into his skin and 
walk around in it?” (p. 30)

 By telling Scout to try to see things from Miss Caroline’s perspective, Atticus is trying to 
teach Scout to be empathetic and compassionate. He wants her to imagine what it is like to 
be Miss Caroline—new to Maycomb and unfamiliar with its people and customs—before 
Scout judges Miss Caroline too harshly. With this phrase, Atticus explains to Scout the basic 
philosophy by which he tries to live. 

3.  Compare and contrast Walter Cunningham and Burris Ewell. What is Lee illustrating 
with the differences in these two characters?

 Lee is illustrating the difference between simply being poor and being “poor white trash.” 
Burris Ewell epitomizes “poor white trash” with his dirty appearance, no shoes, and crude 
behavior, whereas Walter Cunningham is the child of a struggling, but proud, cash-poor 
landowner. Both Walter and Burris are repeating fi rst grade. Walter comes to school when he 
can, but he misses most days in the spring, because he has to help his father with the crops. 
Walter does not talk back to the teacher or fi ght with other students. Burris, on the other 
hand, only comes to school on the fi rst day each year, and he fi ghts with Little Chuck and 
threatens Miss Caroline. 

4.  Why does Atticus not want Scout to tell Miss Caroline about their compromise? What 
does this indicate about Atticus’ character?

 Atticus is an open-minded person that sees the good in people. Atticus disagrees with Miss 
Caroline about reading with Scout at home, but he does not want to criticize her to Scout. 
If Scout says anything to Miss Caroline about their compromise, it could cause confl ict for 
Scout by making her defend her father to her teacher or vice versa. Rather than put Scout in 
this position, Atticus prefers to keep their reading time secret. 

 Note to Teacher: The students may see this as Atticus simply wanting to avoid a confl ict with 
the teacher. This is a valid question for them to consider at this point in the book.
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5.  The reader learns that Scout and Jem’s mother is dead, and they have an African-
American housekeeper named Calpurnia. What signifi cance does Calpurnia have for the 
plot? 

 Calpurnia introduces the reader to the unusual relationship between the children of a family 
and an African-American woman working in an upper-middle class Southern household. 
During the time of slavery, most affl uent white families in the South had African-American 
women who took care of the day-to-day needs of the children. The children loved these 
women, but there was always a dividing line that kept the African-American women from 
becoming too much a part of the family. In the time of To Kill a Mockingbird, slavery no 
longer exists, but African-American women are still employed as housekeepers and nannies 
of the Southern families’ children. On one hand, the children must obey these women as they 
would their mother, and she corrects the children when they do something wrong. However, 
the Southern white families stop short of treating the African-American people as equals 
with respect to social status, politics, and economics. Lee illustrates this disparity when 
Scout is unkind to Walter Cunningham. After Scout says unkind things to and about Walter, 
Calpurnia disciplines Scout by making her bring her plate into the kitchen to eat. However, 
Jem does not ask permission for Walter to join them for dinner; he simply tells Calpurnia to 
set an extra place at the table for Walter, and Calpurnia complies. 

6.  Although Scout does not learn anything academic on the fi rst day of school, she has 
several opportunities to learn about human nature, social customs, and relationships. 
Briefl y describe some of the non-academic lessons Scout learns on the fi rst day of 
school.

 Scout learns that all adults do not interact with children in the same way. When Scout has 
her fi rst encounter with Miss Caroline, Scout fi nds out that all authority fi gures are not like 
her father. Scout is accustomed to Atticus treating her with the same respect he shows adults. 
He is patient and open-minded when listening to Scout’s questions, and he thoughtfully 
explains decisions that he makes. Miss Caroline simply gives Scout an order to stop reading 
with her father, rather than taking the time to explain her concerns. 

 Scout learns that she should respect other people as individuals rather than making 
assumptions based on their name. When Walter joins Scout’s family for lunch, Scout is 
surprised that Atticus treats Walter as an honored guest rather than just a “Cunningham.” 
Then when Scout makes fun of Walter for pouring molasses all over his food, her father 
defends Walter, and Calpurnia makes her leave the table. Calpurnia then gets upset with 
Scout for acting like she is better than Walter. 

 Scout learns that she will have to deal with unpleasant people in life, and one alternative is 
to compromise. Because she does not like Miss Caroline, Scout wants to quit school. However, 
Atticus suggests a compromise—if Scout will go back to school and try to get along with Miss 
Caroline, they can continue their reading time at home. 

 Scout learns that not everyone lives by the same rules. When she uses Burris Ewell as 
justifi cation for not having to go back to school, Atticus surprises her by saying that people in 
Maycomb have learned not to expect the Ewells to follow rules that everyone else follows. 
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Chapter 4

1.  Briefl y describe the symbolism of Scout’s nickname and how it is appropriate. 

 Scout is a tomboy who is curious and searching for, or scouting around for, new experiences 
and explanations. Scout frequently asks people to explain answers they have given her. For 
example, when she sees the sparkle of something in the knothole of the Radleys’ tree, she 
investigates the tree and takes the gum home with her. When Scout and Jem fi nd the coins, 
she asks him why they are important; she then asks what he means by smelling death; she 
always is questioning Jem.

2.  What does Jem’s response to Scout’s chewing the gum tell the reader about his feelings 
for her?

 Jem’s response tells the reader that Jem really does care about Scout. He gets mad at her when 
she tells him where she found the gum, but he is really afraid that she will get sick and die. 
His reaction is based on old rumors that the Radleys’ trees are poisonous and will kill anyone 
that touches them. 

3.  What is Lee’s intent by having Scout say:

  “…As for me, I knew nothing except what I gathered from Time magazine and 
reading everything I could lay hands on at home, but as I inched sluggishly 
along the treadmill of the Maycomb County school system, I could not help 
receiving the impression that I was being cheated out of something. Out of 
what I knew not, yet I did not believe that twelve years of unrelieved boredom 
was exactly what the state had in mind for me.” (pp. 32–33)

 Lee is reinforcing the concept that Scout will not learn much in school and that most of her 
education would be outside of school. The type of things that Scout learns outside of school, 
such as compassion and open-mindedness, are more important than academic facts. This 
is an example of the adult narrator refl ecting on her experiences when she was a child in 
school. At the time of the story, Scout does not know what her remaining years in school 
will be like, but the adult narrator has already lived through her academic experience and 
comments on how negative it was.

4.  What do Scout’s reasons for wanting to stop the game foreshadow?

 Her fi rst reason is that she heard someone inside the house laughing when she rolled into 
Radleys’ front yard. This could foreshadow some future interaction between Scout and the 
Radleys. Her other reason is that she does not want Atticus to know they were playing a 
game about Boo Radley. This could foreshadow Scout’s increasing awareness of her father’s 
attitude of kindness toward others. Note to Teacher: These are additional examples of the 
impact of Lee using the adult narrator to describe only specifi c events of her childhood that 
relate to the theme. 
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5.  What literary device is Lee using in the following quotation?

  “…some tinfoil was sticking in a knot hole just above my eye level, winking at 
me in the afternoon sun.” (p. 33) 

 This is an example of personifi cation. Tinfoil is not alive and does not have eyes with which 
to wink. Lee is using this literary device to show that the tinfoil was refl ecting the sun.

6.  What can the reader infer from the two Indian head pennies? 

 Someone in the Radley house is trying to get Jem and Scout’s attention. Jem’s reaction to 
fi nding the pennies is different from his reaction to Scout fi nding the gum, which he made her 
spit out. Finding Indian head pennies is a sign of good luck, and Jem has always wanted some 
of these pennies, so the reader can infer that the person who put them in the tree is wishing 
the children good luck.

 Note to Teacher: The students may also say that someone is using the knot hole to hide 
special treasures of their own. If so, you should remind them that Scout and Jem consider this 
possibility when they fi rst fi nd the pennies, but they realize this is unlikely.

7.  What character trait do Jem and Scout illustrate with their ambivalence about taking the 
pennies?

 Jem and Scout are ambivalent about taking the pennies if they belong to someone else. This 
shows that they want to do what is right and not steal something that belongs to someone 
else.

Chapter 5

1.  What emotion is Scout really displaying in the following passage? What does Lee show 
about Scout’s character through this passage?

  …Dill was becoming something of a trial anyway, following Jem about. He had 
asked me earlier in the summer to marry him, then he promptly forgot about 
it. He staked me out, marked as his property, said I was the only girl he would 
ever love, then he neglected me. I beat him up twice but it did no good, he 
only grew closer to Jem. (p. 41)

 Scout is jealous, because the boys exclude her from many of their activities. Jem plays with 
her when Dill is not there, but the boys have started including her only when they want her 
to do something specifi c, such as run errands. Lee reinforces Scout’s desire to be thought of 
as one of the boys—to be a tomboy. Scout’s solution to being ignored is to beat Dill up rather 
than “act like a girl” and cry.
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2.  How does Scout’s conversation with Miss Maudie develop the reader’s sympathy for 
Arthur (Boo) Radley?

 Until this point, the reader has only heard the children’s conversations about Boo Radley 
being crazy, mean, and dangerous. Miss Maudie implies that Arthur’s father, Mr. Radley, 
was abusive, and Arthur was really a nice, respectful son. Other than Atticus’ warnings 
to leave Boo alone, Miss Maudie’s comments about Arthur being a kind, sweet boy are the 
fi rst statements that Scout (and the reader) hear to question the image of a cruel, psychotic 
person. Miss Maudie’s comments also present an image of a sad life for Arthur.

3.  How does Lee use humor to discredit Miss Stephanie’s stories about Boo?

 When Scout tells Miss Maudie about the stories she has heard about Boo, Miss Maudie makes 
fun of Miss Stephanie. She tells Scout that she had asked Miss Stephanie if she made room 
in her bed when she saw Boo outside her window. Scout does not understand the sexual 
implications of this, but Miss Maudie is using humor to show Scout that she should not 
believe everything she hears from others, particularly Stephanie Crawford.

4.  Why is Atticus angry with Jem, Scout, and Dill?

 Atticus catches the children trying to sneak a note into the Radleys’ window. He has already 
told them to leave the Radleys alone, so he is angry both because they have disobeyed him 
and because they are bothering the Radleys.

5.  Based on Atticus’ conversations with the children, briefl y describe his attitude toward 
the Radleys. What conclusions can the reader infer about Atticus’ character?

 Atticus believes that the Radleys have a right to be left alone. He does not want the children 
to bother the Radleys or make fun of them. The reader can infer that Atticus respects people 
as individuals, is a peacemaker, and believes everyone has the right to privacy. 

6.  What are specifi c examples that the children are not paying attention to Atticus’ advice 
about their actions toward other people? What makes these actions more acceptable 
from children than if they had been done by adults?

 Specifi c examples include the games the children play in the front yard that publicly ridicule 
the Radleys and make spectacles of their problems, Scout’s reference to “niggers” when she 
discounts Jem’s references to spirits and ghosts, and Scout’s comments about Dill’s made-up 
stories about his father. Although these actions are cruel, the children are unaware of the 
harm they are doing. For example, Scout repeats the word “nigger” without realizing that it 
is a degrading way to refer to African-Americans. Jem says it is okay to play the games they 
have been playing as long as they change the character names; he does not realize that it is 
the actions that cause the harm even more than the names. Scout still does not understand 
the signifi cance of Dill’s trying to build his father up as a very important person, because she 
does not understand the pain he feels for not having his father around. 
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Chapter 6 

1.  When Scout becomes suspicious of Dill’s suggestion to go for a walk, how do the boys’ 
respond? 

 According to Scout, people in Maycomb do not just go for a walk, so she expects that Jem and 
Dill plan to do something at the Radleys’ home. The boys become condescending toward her, 
suggest that she just go home, and Jem says, “I declare to the Lord you’re getting’ more like a 
girl every day.…” (p. 52) 

2.  What examples does Lee use to show that Scout does not act like a proper, Southern 
young lady?

 Scout calls her father by his fi rst name, Atticus, rather than calling him Father or Papa. 
Scout wears pants all the time rather than dresses. She runs around outside and plays with 
two boys rather than playing with dolls, tea sets, etc. Unlike other boys and girls her age, 
Scout reads the newspaper and adult magazines and has been reading these with her father 
as long as she can remember. 

3.  How does Lee use light and darkness to create suspense in this chapter? 

 Lee uses light to indicate safety and darkness to show fear. For example, Scout feels safe 
when the children are walking to the street light, but she notes that the back of the Radleys’ 
house looks less inviting in the dark. Scout feels safer when she sees Jem in the moonlight 
waving for her to follow him. However, during the scariest part of the evening, it is so dark 
that the children only see the shadow of the person who shoots at them. 

4.  How does Lee illustrate racism in the following passage?

   Mr. Radley shot at a Negro in his collard patch.…Shot in the air. Scared 
him pale, though. Says if anybody sees a white nigger around, that’s the one. 
Says he’s got the other barrel waitin’ for the next sound he hears in that patch, 
an’ next time he wo not aim high, be it dog, nigger, or … (p. 55)

 Lee shows racism by the fact that the neighbors simply assume that the person that was in 
Radleys’ backyard was African-American. Since no one saw the person, there’s really no way 
for the neighbors to know if he was African-American or white. Then Miss Stephanie goes 
on to describe the person as a “white nigger”—because he must be so afraid—but no one is 
offended by the racial slur. Finally by saying that Mr. Radley will aim low, Miss Stephanie is 
referring to the African-American as being as low as a dog, both literally and fi guratively.
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5.  Describe Scout’s internal confl ict when Jem decides to go get his pants.

 Scout loves Jem and does not want to see anything happen to him. Based on Nathan Radleys’ 
threat to kill anyone he sees in his backyard, she is afraid that he will get shot if he goes back 
to get his pants. However, she also does not want to get Jem in trouble by telling Atticus that 
Jem is going over to the Radleys’ house again.

6.  What does Scout mean when she says, “It was then, I suppose, that Jem and I fi rst began 
to part company?” (p. 56) What could Lee’s purpose be for having Scout say this? 

 Scout and Jem have argued about everyday things throughout the book, but this is the fi rst 
indication that Scout sees their relationship changing. She believes Jem should be honest with 
Atticus rather than risk getting hurt by returning to the Radleys’ house. Jem is too proud to 
tell Atticus that he had been in the Radleys’ backyard. This is a sign that Scout is beginning 
to see the importance of honesty and trust, whereas Jem’s pride is more important to him. 
Lee’s purpose could be to foreshadow a separation between the children; as they grow older, 
the age difference between them can become more signifi cant. 

 Note to Teacher: The question of whether Jem and Scout actually part company later in life 
is never addressed again. There are moments when Scout has diffi culties understanding Jem’s 
actions, but no more than any typical brother-and-sister relationship. Because Lee does not 
include an epilogue that tells what happens to the Finch family after the night of Ewell’s 
attack, the reader is left with no hints rather life returns to normal, except for the reference at 
the very beginning of the book that Jem was able to play football. 

Chapter 7

1.  What does Scout mean when she says, “I tried to climb in Jem’s skin and walk around in 
it….” (p. 57), and what is signifi cant about her saying this?

 Scout is trying to understand why Jem has been so moody after going to get his pants at the 
Radleys’ house. By using this phrase, Scout shows that she listened to her father when they 
talked about Miss Caroline. She is trying to do what her father said—try to see things from 
someone else’s perspective—rather than just get frustrated with Jem.

2.  What makes second grade better than fi rst grade for Scout?

 In fi rst grade, Scout got out earlier than Jem and had to walk home past the Radleys’ house 
by herself. In second grade, she gets out at the same time as Jem, so they walk home together. 
However, Scout does not enjoy second grade any more than she did fi rst grade.
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3.  What is ironic about Jem’s telling Scout about the pants on this specifi c day? 

 On that same day, they fi nd gray twine in Radley’s knot hole in the tree. This is an example 
of situational irony because the reader suspects that the person who fi xed Jem’s pants and the 
person who put the twine in the tree is really the same person—Boo Radley. However, at this 
point, neither Jem nor Scout knows this. 

4.  What does the reader learn about Jem’s character in this chapter when he decides to 
write a letter?

 The reader learns that Jem values doing what is right. He suggests that Scout and he thank 
the person who has been leaving gifts for them even though they do not know who the 

 person is.

5.  Why does Lee periodically have Jem and Scout fi nd something in the tree? 

 By having Jem and Scout periodically fi nd treasures in the tree, Lee is showing the children 
that life is not always what it seems. For years they have had a clear impression of the 
Radleys as a mean family, and Boo is an evil, insane killer. However, the children are fi nding 
gifts that are clearly meant for them in a tree that belongs to this mean family. This is a 
mystery that they are fi nding diffi cult to solve. By including events involving the Radleys, Lee 
is also reminding the reader that this family will continue to play a part in the book.

6.  What did Atticus mean when he told Scout to delete the adjective and she would have 
the facts? Why does Lee include this conversation in the book?

 Jem had told Scout that the Egyptians invented toilet paper and perpetual embalming. If 
Scout deletes the words “toilet” and “perpetual,” she has the truth—Egyptians invented paper 
and embalming. This is a humorous way for Lee to show Scout that Jem does not necessarily 
have all the correct answers. Note to teacher: Lee also could be using this to foreshadow 
events that are described during Tom Robinson’s trial. The Ewells twist a true story—Tom 
coming into the house to help Mayella—into a lurid tale of rape, and during his summation, 
Atticus asks the jury to strip away their prejudices and look at the simple facts of the case to 
fi nd the truth. 

7.  What does Lee accomplish by having Jem ask Nathan Radley about the cement in the 
knot hole?

 Lee introduces two complex human attitudes with this situation—the possibility that Nathan 
Radley cements the tree to prevent his brother from contacting the children, and the fact that 
Atticus always tries to see the best in people. By acknowledging that he put the cement in the 
tree and then lying to Jem by saying that the tree is dying, Nathan is in direct confl ict with 
Atticus, who says the tree is healthy. However, when Jem tells Atticus that Nathan said the 
tree is dying, Atticus immediately supports what Radley says rather than saying he is wrong. 
Jem has diffi culty fi guring out this situation. 
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8.  What does Jem’s reticence to cry in front of Scout foreshadow?

 Jem’s confusion and unhappiness with Nathan Radley’s obvious lie and damage to the tree are 
the reasons he stayed outside rather than going into the house with the others. Jem’s reticence 
to cry in front of Scout foreshadows the changes he will be going through as he moves into 
adulthood. Jem’s role model for becoming a man is his very rational father, who clearly loves 
his children and does everything he can to help them grow up to be good citizens; however, 
Atticus does not show much emotion or vulnerability in front of them. Thus, as Jem grows 
older, he expects that he should act more like his father, keep his emotions to himself, and 
begin to be a strong, kind man. 

Chapter 8

1.  What is ironic about Mr. Avery’s allusion to the Rosetta Stone? How does Scout show 
that she does not know Mr. Avery’s purpose for using this allusion?

 Mr. Avery’s reference to the Rosetta Stone is an example of dramatic irony—the character’s 
words mean the opposite from what he intends. The Rosetta Stone is a large stone tablet 
discovered in Egypt that contains a decree from priests in the second century BCE. Ptolemy V, 
the Pharaoh during the era when the Rosetta Stone was written, was only fi ve years old when 
he assumed the throne. The decree says that Ptolemy V is good and has done great things 
for the country and reaffi rms his leadership as blessed by their gods. However, Mr. Avery 
says that the Rosetta Stone talks about the ramifi cations of children misbehaving, when it 
actually talks about the good deeds of the child, Ptolemy V. There are several levels of irony 
in this allusion. First, the Stone itself is an example of irony, because Ptolemy V is only fi ve 
years old, making it highly unlikely that he could have done very many good deeds, so the 
priests must have had an ulterior motive for making the decree, such as curring favor from 
the Pharoah. Second, Mr. Avery is never kind to Scout and Jem. On multiple occasions, he 
blames the children’s behavior for the unusually cold winter. When he uses the Rosetta Stone 
as his source of wisdom about the relationship between children’s behavior and bad weather, 
he is exhibiting verbal irony in one of two ways: either he misunderstands the decree on the 
Rosetta Stone and does believe that it talks about children misbehaving, or he knows what the 
decree says and is simply lying to the children. Scout shows that she does not understand Mr. 
Avery’s reference to the Rosetta Stone, because as the adult narrator, she admits that she never 
questioned his “meterological statistics: they came straight from the Rosetta Stone.” (p. 65)

2.  After seeing the snowman that the children built, Atticus praises Jem in an unusual way 
by saying that he’s “…perpetrated a near libel.…” (p. 67) What does Atticus mean?

 Libel is a public statement or illustration in written or graphic form that is derogatory 
about or defames another person. Without having the children tell him, Atticus immediately 
knows that the snowman is not a very complimentary image of Mr. Avery. By saying that 
the snowman is libelous, Atticus is complimenting Jem on his artistic ability to create such a 
realistic and accurate portrait of someone. 
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3.  What could Lee be foreshadowing with the unusual weather? 

 Note to Teacher: The students may produce a variety of answers. You may guide them to the 
concept that it is extremely unusual for it to snow in southern Alabama, as mentioned by 
several people in the story. 

 If they consider the weather as a sign of upcoming events, it indicates that something will 
bring the town to a halt and cause diffi culty for the townspeople.

4.  Explain the irony of Calpurnia’s telling Atticus that she will be warmer in her own house 
than in their house on the night of the snowstorm. What could Lee mean by having 
Calpurnia say this? 

 Calpurnia’s reaction is an example of situational irony. As an African-American woman 
during this period, Calpurnia most likely lives in a small one- or two-room house. The 
Finch’s house has big windows and high ceilings that help keep the house cool in hot weather; 
however, it is very diffi cult to heat this type of house, as Scout shows with her comment, 
“Calpurnia kept every fi replace in the house blazing, but we were cold.” (p. 68) It is ironic 
that Calpurnia’s small house, probably with only one fi replace, is easier to keep warm than 
the elegant house of the white families. 

 Lee could be referring to the relationship of African-American and white families during 
this period when Calpurnia says it will be warmer at her house. Calpurnia and the Finch 
family love each other, but there is a very defi nite line that separates her from the family. 
She does not join them for dinner, sit in the living room after dinner, or sit outside with them 
during the daytime or evening. When she spends the night at the Finches while Atticus is 
in Montgomery, she sleeps on a cot in the kitchen. She is kept segregated from the family. 
However, in her own home, she can relax, sit anywhere, and talk with her family, so it is 
much more comfortable for her at her own home.

5.  Why does Atticus start to get angry at the children after the fi re?

 When Atticus sees Scout wrapped in a blanket that does not belong to them, he thinks the 
children disobeyed his directions to stand in front of the Radleys’ house and stay out of the 
way.

6.  What can the reader infer from Jem’s reaction to Atticus’ request for him to get the 
wrapping paper out of the pantry?

 Jem realizes that Atticus is going to wrap the blanket in the paper, and Jem is afraid that 
Atticus will ask the children to return the blanket to the Radleys. Jem does not want to go to 
the Radleys’ house, because he knows that Nathan does not want Boo interacting with the 
children. Jem is afraid Nathan will get angry that Boo gave the children the blanket. He is 
also concerned that Boo might say something about fi xing Jem’s pants, which will tell Nathan 
that Jem was the one in the garden.
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7.  What does the blanket symbolize?

 The blanket symbolizes Boo Radley’s caring nature. Although Scout and Jem do not see Boo 
during the fi re, Boo watches the children and gets concerned when he sees how cold Scout is. 
Boo leaves his house—something the children never see him do—and takes the blanket to 
wrap around Scout.

8.  How does Lee use Miss Maudie’s conversation with Jem and Scout the morning after the 
fi re to illustrate the theme of racism?

 When the children fi nd out that Miss Maudie has been working in the cold weather all 
morning to clean her garden, Jem’s immediate response is that she should get a “colored man” 
(p. 74) to do the work. It does not dawn on him that an African-American man would be just 
as cold and get just as dirty as Miss Maudie.

Chapter 9

1.  How does Lee use Scout’s innocence as a vehicle to explain Atticus’ attitude toward 
African-Americans?

 Because Scout is innocent about overt racial attitudes, Lee uses her as Atticus’ audience to 
explain his attitude toward African-Americans. Through Scout’s many questions, Atticus fi rst 
explains his distaste for the word “nigger” (p. 75), tells Scout about the upcoming trial of 
Tom Robinson, and then warns her about the potential reactions she will hear from others in 
town. 

2.  How does Lee use humor when Atticus talks to Scout about saying “nigger?” (p. 74) 
What is the effect of this humor?

 Scout got in a fi ght at school because someone accused Atticus of “defending niggers” (p. 74), 
so when Atticus tells Scout not to use that word, she immediately takes this opportunity to 
remind Atticus that she would not hear words like this if he allowed her to quit school. Scout 
is only going to school because he forces her to go. Using humor in this way allows Lee to 
introduce a diffi cult topic in a funny way.

3.  How does the allusion to the Missouri Compromise (p. 76) help explain Maycomb’s 
attitude toward the Civil War?

 The Missouri Compromise was passed in 1820 and allowed Missouri to become a slave state 
in the United States, but it was to be the last state in which slavery was legal. Cousin Ike’s 
allusion to this compromise as the downfall of the Southern states indicates his attitude that 
prohibiting the expansion of slavery into the western territories is the real cause of the Civil 
War rather than the secession of the southern states. Cousin Ike’s attitude leads to blaming 
the African-Americans for all the issues that the white Southerners are still confronting.
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4.  How might the reader’s impression of Aunt Alexandra be different if Lee had written the 
story in third person?

 By seeing Aunt Alexandra through Scout’s eyes only, the reader gets the impression that Aunt 
Alexandra is a rigid, mean-spirited woman who thinks she is better than others because her 
family has lived on the same plantation for generations. However, the reader does not get the 
option to consider Aunt Alexandra’s motivations when she questions Atticus about how he is 
raising his children. 

5.  What does the reader learn about Dill in this chapter? Why does Lee mention this?

 According to Francis, Dill does not have a home and gets passed around among his family 
members, with Miss Rachel keeping him over the summer. By including this reference to Dill’s 
family, Lee creates sympathy for him.

 Note to Teacher: You may want to remind the students of this reference once they read the 
chapters in which Dill runs away and Dill gets upset at the trial.

6.  How does Lee create sympathy for Scout in this chapter?

 Scout is not given a chance to explain why she got so upset with Francis. Even Uncle Jack, 
whom she adores, does not bother to ask why she hit Francis. Although Scout was defending 
her father against Francis’ continued claims that Atticus is a “nigger-lover” (p. 84), Scout is 
the one who gets in trouble, not Francis. 

7.  What can the reader infer about Lee’s purpose for introducing Uncle Jack in this 
chapter? 

 Uncle Jack is Lee’s vehicle to show Atticus’ attitudes toward raising his children. Through 
their conversation at the end of the chapter, Lee shows that Atticus is aware that his 
involvement in Tom Robinson’s trial will have a signifi cant impact on his children, and he 
realizes that the case may test his relationship with them.

8.  How can the reader see Scout change during this chapter?

 For the fi rst time, Scout describes how she makes several decisions based on her father’s 
wishes and her love for him. For example, she stops herself just before hitting Cecil Jacobs, 
even though Cecil claims that her father defends “niggers.” (p. 74) After she explains to 
Uncle Jack why she hit Francis, she asks him not to tell Atticus, because she wants to protect 
Atticus from the terrible things his sister says. 
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9.  What suspense does Lee create for the reader in this chapter?

 The reader learns that the trial of Tom Robinson will create confl ict in Maycomb and that the 
Ewells accused Robinson of something, but the specifi cs of the accusation remain unclear. 

 Note to Teacher: You may want to remind the students of their earlier impressions of the 
Ewell family when Burris Ewell threatened Miss Caroline on Scout’s fi rst day of school.

10.  At the end of the chapter, Atticus tells Jack that Judge Taylor assigned the Robinson case 
to Atticus. How might this impact the reader’s impression of Atticus?

 When Atticus fi rst describes his involvement in this case, he gives the reader the impression 
that he accepted the case because of his belief that every man—even an African American—
deserves the opportunity for a fair trial. However, by knowing that the judge assigned Atticus 
to the case, the reader may wonder whether Atticus would have taken the case voluntarily. 

11.  What upsets the children the most about Atticus taking on the Robinson case? What is 
Lee’s purpose for having the children hear the community’s attitude toward Atticus?

 The children do not think anything unusual about Atticus defending an African-American, 
but they are quite upset by the cruel comments people make about their father. Lee uses their 
reactions to illustrate that Atticus’ teaching has been successful; they are not horrifi ed that he 
would defend an African-American. They do not understand why the community is so upset.

Chapter 10

1.  Briefl y describe Atticus’ character.

 Atticus is a man of principle. He sees the good in everyone, and he does not boast about his 
own achievements. He follows his beliefs regardless of the impact on himself or his family. 
He avoids confl ict whenever possible, and he does not believe in violence as a solution for 
anything. As a father, Atticus often treats his children as adults, particularly when he is 
explaining his beliefs and actions to them. 

2.  In the following quotation, what is the meaning of “tooth and nail,” and what type of 
literary expression is this?

  “I would not fi ght publicly for Atticus, but the family was private ground. I 
would fi ght anyone from a third cousin upwards tooth and nail.” (p. 90)

 “Tooth and nail” is an idiom that means she will fi ght viciously to protect Atticus, even 
pulling hair, biting with her teeth, and scratching with fi ngernails.
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3.  According to Scout’s narrative, what is the children’s impression of Atticus? 

 The children love Atticus very much, but at times they are embarrassed, because he does not 
do things that their friends’ fathers do, such as hunt, fi sh, play sports with them, play poker, 
etc. They assume this is because he is a lot older than their friends’ fathers. 

4.  How does Lee occasionally offer the reader an adult perspective of Scout’s narrative?

 Lee uses Miss Maudie as a means to question Scout’s opinions and to show her alternative 
ways to see something. For example, when the children complain about their father being so 
old, Miss Maudie explains that his age is a benefi t to the children, because Atticus is wiser 
because of his years. 

5.  How does the children’s picture of Tim Johnson compare with Calpurnia’s description of 
the dog when she calls Mr. Finch and Miss Eula May? Why does Lee include this event 
in the story?

 The children see the dog as being sick, but Calpurnia says that Tim Johnson is “mad.” (p. 
93) Jem says that he’s just wandering down the street lopsided. Scout acknowledges that she 
always thought mad dogs “…foamed at the mouth, galloped, leaped and lunged at throats, 
and I thought they did it in August.” (p. 94) By showing the mad dog acting in a way 
that Scout does not anticipate, Lee is reinforcing the theme that appearances can often be 
deceiving. 

6.  How does Lee use Calpurnia’s actions in dealing with Tim Johnson to show the subtle 
discrimination prevalent in small Southern towns?

 First, Calpurnia speaks to the telephone operator as if she is Eula May’s servant by calling 
her “Miss Eula May” and saying “ma’am” (p. 93) after each response. Second, Lee also 
shows the subtle discrimination when Scout explains that the Radley’s did not respond to her 
calls since Calpurnia did not go to the back door; during this era, African-Americans were 
never supposed to use the front door of white people’s homes. The subtlety is reinforced by 
the fact that Scout explains this without realizing the impact of her statement. Finally, after 
Atticus shoots the dog, he makes sure that the children do not go near the dog, because they 
could catch rabies from the dead carcass; however, Atticus does not show any concern about 
Zeebo, Calpurnia’s son, catching rabies when he picks up the dog. 

7.  What did the children learn about Atticus as a result of their sighting of Tim Johnson? 

 By watching Atticus take the gun at the insistence of Heck Tate and kill the dog with one 
bullet, the children learn that their father was an excellent marksman as a child, and he was 
known as “One-Shot Finch” (p. 97) as a young man.
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8.  What character trait does Lee reinforce by having Atticus shoot the dog, tell the children 
to stay away from the dog’s body, and then return to the offi ce? How did it affect their 
opinion of Atticus?

 Lee shows Atticus’ humble attitude toward his personal achievements. Atticus had never 
told the children about his marksmanship, even when Jack suggested that Atticus teach the 
children how to shoot their air guns. The children are surprised at his ability to shoot a gun, 
and they realize that they do not have to be embarrassed by their father. They are unsure why 
he chooses not to hunt, especially since he can shoot so well.

9.  How does Lee introduce the signifi cance of the book’s title? What does it symbolize? 

 Lee introduces the mockingbird as a symbol of innocence, which is lost when life is abused 
or taken. In this chapter, Atticus tells the children that it is a sin to kill a mockingbird. When 
Scout asks Miss Maudie why, she explains that the mockingbird is completely innocent 
and does nothing but sing to make music for people to enjoy. She further says that the 
mockingbird does not destroy gardens, crops, or corncribs. 

10. What does Jem mean about Atticus being a gentleman like him? What change does this 
illustrate about Jem?

 Jem shows that he is maturing by understanding Atticus’ silence about his ability to shoot so 
well. Atticus believes that violence is not something to boast about, which is what Jem has 
been telling Scout about the fi ghts she gets into at school. By saying that he does not care how 
old Atticus is, Jem shows he is beginning to understand that loving his father means loving 
who he is, not what he does. 

Chapter 11

1.  What is Lee’s purpose for introducing Mrs. Dubose? 

 Lee uses Mrs. Dubose to counter Jem’s impression of his father’s bravery because he shot 
the mad dog. Lee also reinforces the idea that appearances are not what they seem. To the 
children, Mrs. Dubose appears to be mean and angry, but they do not know what makes her 
act this way.

2.  Why does Jem destroy Mrs. Dubose’ camellia bushes?

 Jem listens to her insults directed at him and Scout, but when Mrs. Dubose claims that their 
father is “…in the courthouse lawing for niggers…” (p. 101), Jem gets really angry. On the 
way back from town, Mrs. Dubose is not on her front porch, so Jem takes Scout’s new baton 
and hits every bush until all the blooms fall off. 



T-21

3.  How does the reader benefi t from Scout telling the story about Mrs. Dubose as an adult 
looking back at her childhood? 

 The reader learns Scout’s view of Jem’s actions and motivations from her perspective as a 
child and as an adult. As a child, she simply thinks Jem has gone crazy, and she is afraid that 
Mrs. Dubose or her maid will shoot him. However, because Scout is an adult looking back at 
the incident, the reader gets a glimpse of her understanding that Jem has been holding in all 
the anger he felt as people degraded their father. She acknowledges that she does not know 
why that particular incident was the one that caused Jem to lose his temper.

4.  What is the purpose of Scout’s allusion to Dixie Howell? (p. 103)

 Dixie Howell was a very popular football player at the University of Alabama in the 1930s. 
While they wait for Atticus to come home, Scout compares Jem to Dixie Howell in an attempt 
to make him feel better about what he did to Mrs. Dubose’s camellias.

5.  What humor does Lee use to lighten Atticus’ discussion with Jem about reading to Mrs. 
Dubose?

 Jem spent so much time the previous summer trying to see Boo Radley and inside his house, 
that Atticus does not fall for Jem’s complaints about Mrs. Dubose house being “…all dark and 
creepy…[with] shadows and things on the ceiling.…” (p. 105) The children viewed Boo as 
scary and creepy, and frequently they said that the house must be dark and sinister. Atticus 
tells Jem simply to pretend he is reading inside Boo’s house. 

6. What does Lee show about Atticus’ character when Scout asks him the meaning of 
“nigger-lover?” (p. 108)

 Lee shows Atticus’ love for his children in two ways. First, Atticus’ immediate response is to 
ask Scout if someone called her a “nigger-lover.” After he is assured that the reference was 
to him and not her, Atticus then takes the time to teach her what the term means. Lee also 
shows Atticus’ commitment to seeing everyone as equal when he says that he tries to be a 
“nigger-lover” every day. He takes the time to explain to Scout how people that use such 
terms are really refl ecting poorly on themselves rather than the person to whom they are 
speaking. 

   
7. How does Atticus use Mrs. Dubose’s death to teach the children about courage?

 The children had thought Atticus was so courageous because he was able to shoot the mad 
dog with one bullet. However, Atticus’ defi nition of courage is “…when you know you are 
licked before you begin but you begin anyway and see it through no matter what.” (p. 112) 
He wants the children to see Mrs. Dubose as an example of courage, because she fi ghts to get 
free of her morphine addiction before she dies.
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8. How does Atticus’ defi nition of courage foreshadow upcoming events?

 Atticus has already said that he does not expect to win Tom Robinson’s case simply because 
it is a matter of an African-American’s word against a white man’s word in a case of rape. 
Atticus will see this trial through to the end, even though he knows he will not win. 

Part One Summary

1. Briefl y describe Scout’s character development in this part of the book. 

 Scout is an intelligent young tomboy who speaks like an adult. She is very forthright and 
says what is on her mind, which often gets her into trouble. Because she lives in a small 
Southern town, she is very protected and innocent. As the story progresses, she becomes 
curious about other people’s viewpoints, but she does not lose her innocence. At the end of 
Part One, Scout still sees people mostly as either good or bad, kind or mean; however, she is 
beginning to question the validity of this attitude. 

2. How does Scout’s role as narrator affect the reader’s understanding of the story?

 As the narrator, Scout shows the reader the people in Maycomb through the innocent eyes 
of a child. For example, the reader gets a very clear picture of Miss Maudie as a kind, 
open-minded woman, and Miss Stephanie as a crude gossip. Occasionally she does add 
commentary from her adult perspective, such as with Jem’s actions at Mrs. Dubose’s house. 

3. What is Lee’s purpose for including Boo Radley in the story since the reader has not 
 seen him?

 Lee introduces Boo to create mystery and to symbolize fear of the unknown for the children 
and many of the townspeople as well. The stories of his activities and his family are well 
known, and the fact that no one has seen him intensifi es the fear and speculation. The 
children almost get shot trying to see in the windows of his house, and the stories that Jem 
tells about Boo eating live animals emphasize the fear. The children begin to test their fears 
and have several encounters with Boo through the gifts in the tree and the blanket at the fi re, 
but they do not see him. The reader does not know for sure whether the children realize that 
Boo is the one leaving the gifts in the tree. Boo provides a way for Lee to have the children 
begin to question the stories they have heard about him, albeit not on a conscious level.
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4. How does Lee use the setting of Maycomb, Alabama to emphasize the themes of 
 the story?

 Maycomb is a typical small town in the rural South that experienced severe poverty at all 
social levels. For example, even though the Finches are considered part of the upper class, 
with a nice house, African-American housekeeper, and a car, they have very little money. 
However, they are much better off than the Cunningham family, which owns farmland, has 
no money, and must pull their children from school to work the farm. Below families like the 
Cunninghams are the “white trash” like the Ewells, with the African-American community at 
the very bottom. In this small town, Lee is able to illustrate the prejudice and hatred of those 
at the top looking down at the people below them. Through this strict social structure, Lee 
questions the segregation of African-Americans and whites as an accepted system, even by 
open-minded people like Atticus Finch. 

5. How has Jem’s attitude about courage changed from the beginning of the story?

 At the beginning of the story, Jem views courage simply as accepting a dare from his friend 
Dill, and he runs into the Radley’s yard to touch their house and runs out. By the end of 
Part One, Jem begins to realize that courage means much more than completing physical 
challenges. He sees his father have the courage to stand alone and shoot a mad dog, but 
he also recognizes that his father’s true example of courage is his choice to give up hunting 
rather than taking unfair advantage of his natural talent and shoot weaker creatures. At the 
end of chapter 11, Jem struggles with his father’s statement about Mrs. Dubose being the real 
example of courage.

6. Is Atticus an example of a static or dynamic character? Explain your answer.

 Atticus is an example of a static character. He does not change in his attitudes toward his 
children or other people. When the children have questions, he treats them respectfully and 
answers them as if he is talking to an adult. He is consistent in the way that he teaches his 
children to look at other people; he tells them to try to see what it would feel like to be that 
person and what their lives would be like. He always tries to see the best in people.

7. What is the signifi cance of Boo Radley’s nickname?

 Like Scout’s nickname, Arthur’s nickname has signifi cance. The children are scared by the 
stories they have heard about him, yet they have never seen him. At one point, Scout refers 
to him as a phantom, and as such, they expect him to jump out from a hiding place and scare 
them by saying, “boo!” 
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Chapter 12

1. Why is Scout so surprised when Jem says, “It’s time you started bein’ a girl and acting 
right…?” (p. 115) What is Lee’s purpose for having Jem say this?

 Scout has played with Jem as if she is a boy, and Jem has always accepted her as an equal 
in this respect. So for him to say that the right way for her to act is to be a girl is the same 
as telling her he does not like her as she is anymore. Lee shows that Jem is becoming more 
aware of society’s expectations of acceptable behavior for a girl. 

2. What literary devices is Lee using when she has Scout describe Atticus’ trip to 
Montgomery by saying, “…The Governor was eager to scrape a few barnacles off the 
ship of state; there were sit-down strikes in Birmingham; bread lines in the cities grew 
longer, people in the country grew poorer…?” (p. 118) Why are these statements 
signifi cant?

 Scraping “a few barnacles off the ship of state” is fi gurative language in the form of an idiom. 
Scraping barnacles is a reference to the shellfi sh that adhere themselves to the underside 
of boats; to keep a boat running through water smoothly, barnacles must be scraped off the 
bottom of the boat. The “ship of state” is the state government, and by scraping the barnacles 
off this ship, the governor wants to improve the government’s operations by simplifying the 
tax codes.

 The other literary device is the allusion to the sit-down strikes and bread lines that were 
prevalent during the Depression. A sit-down strike is a strike in which the workers literally 
sit down in their workplace and refuse to work until their demands are met. Bread lines are a 
reference to the long lines that occurred outside places that gave away food to people who did 
not have any. 

 These statements are signifi cant because this is the fi rst time that Scout has made any 
reference to events happening outside of Maycomb. In fact, she even says that these events are 
remote from her and Jem’s world, implying that they are of little signifi cance to her. It shows 
how insular her world is and how naïve she is about the effects of the Depression.

3. Why is Calpurnia so concerned about the children’s appearance when she takes them to 
First Purchase?

 Calpurnia wants to make sure that the children are perfectly dressed so that none of her 
friends can say anything negative about her or the children. She does not want the church 
members to accuse her of doing anything less than the best for Jem and Scout. 
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4. Why does Lee introduce the character of Lula into the story?

 Lee introduces Lula to illustrate that racism is an individual attitude that may or may not be 
upheld by a community. Lula wants to keep First Purchase segregated and not welcome the 
white children into the church. However, Lula is in the minority in this congregation. In the 
white community, there are also people who do not welcome African-Americans into their 
churches, but this attitude is supported by almost everyone except people like Atticus. . 

5. Why does Calpurnia speak differently at First Purchase than she does with the children 
in their home? What is Lee illustrating with this switch and Scout’s questions about it?

 Calpurnia speaks what Scout calls “nigger-talk” (p. 125) with the people at First Purchase; 
however, when she is speaking with the children in their home, she speaks proper English. By 
having Calpurnia switch back and forth between slang and proper English, Lee is illustrating 
Calpurnia’s role as one of the few African-Americans in Maycomb who can successfully move 
between the white community and the African-American community and be accepted by 
both. By having Scout use the phrases “nigger-talk” and “…talk that way when you know 
better…” (p. 126), Lee is illustrating the unconscious bias of most white Southerners at that 
time—Scout does not even realize that her assumption that African-Americans speak like 
they do because they do not know any better shows her prejudice. She does realize, however, 
that Calpurnia leads a divided life, showing her intelligence and education when she is with 
the children, but not making herself look better than the other members of her community 
when she is at home.

6. How does Lee use the children’s experience at First Purchase to show the similarities 
and differences between the African-American and the white religious communities?

 Lee begins the children’s experience with Calpurnia saying to Lula that both the First 
Purchase and the white congregation worship the same God. Scout sees this is true, because 
Reverend Sykes’ announcements, intentions, and sermon are similar to the ones she hears 
in her own church. However, the disparity in the affl uence of the two communities is very 
apparent in the church. First Purchase does not have an interior ceiling, is not painted, 
has pine planks for pews, and uses kerosene lamps. They also do not have hymnbooks, 
which Lee uses as a further example of the African-American’s hardships. According to 
Calpurnia, having hymnbooks would do no good, because the majority of the members of the 
congregation cannot read. 
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7. What is the signifi cance of Calpurnia’s description of learning to read? How does this 
affect Scout?

 This is yet another example of the discrimination against African-Americans at that time. 
Calpurnia is one of only four people in her entire congregation that knows how to read. She 
was fortunate to have a white woman teach her how to read, because there were no schools 
for African-Americans when she was growing up. She also describes how she taught her 
son, Zeebo how to read, because there still were no schools he could attend when he was 
a child. Hearing this description makes Scout wonder why she had never thought about 
how Calpurnia learned to read and write. Through this dialogue, Lee shows that Scout is 
beginning to question the status quo of Maycomb, wondering why no one has sought to 
change this inequity.

Chapter 13

1. Why did Aunt Alexandra come to stay with Atticus, Jem, and Scout? What does her 
arrival tell the reader and the people of Maycomb about her relationship with Atticus? 

 Aunt Alexandra tells Jem and Scout that she has come because they are at the age when 
they can use a feminine infl uence, particularly Scout. By coming at this particular time, 
she is publicly showing support for her brother’s decision to defend Tom Robinson. Although 
she tells the family that Atticus is disgracing the family by defending an African-American 
against rape charges, she will not admit this outside the family. In public, she supports her 
family members regardless of what they have done or will do.

2. What does Atticus mean when he says, “I cannot stay here with you all day, and this 
summer’s going to be a hot one?” (p. 128)

 Although the temperature will be hot, as summer always is in Alabama, Atticus is referring 
to the town’s reaction to the upcoming trial of Tom Robinson. Atticus does not want to leave 
his children alone with Calpurnia in the weeks leading up to the trial, because he fears 
that something may happen to them. Atticus cannot put Calpurnia in the position of having 
to protect his children from attacks by white people, because as an African-American, 
Calpurnia would be put on trial just like Tom Robinson.

3. How does Lee use humor to show that she does not approve of using family heritage as 
a way to judge people? How is this signifi cant to the character of Aunt Alexandra?

 When Scout is describing Aunt Alexandra’s explanations of different family streaks, such 
as the morbid streak in the Merriweather family, the giddiness streak in the Penfi eld family 
women, and the various drinking streaks, gambling streaks, or mean streaks, Atticus is 
the one who puts Aunt Alexandra in her place by referring to the Finch Incestuous Streak. 
Aunt Alexandra does not realize that Atticus is teasing her; rather, she responds seriously 
by saying that this is why they all have small hands and small feet. This conversation is 
signifi cant because it emphasizes just how serious Aunt Alexandra is about her pride in being 
a Finch. 
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4. What type of literary device is the following quotation? What does Scout mean?

  “Aunt Alexandra fi tted into the world of Maycomb like a hand into a glove, 
but never into the world of Jem and me.” (pp. 131 –132)

 The phrase “…like a hand into a glove…” is a simile that Scout uses to say that Maycomb 
society has accepted Aunt Alexandra very quickly and completely. However, she goes on to 
point out that Aunt Alexandra and the two children do not get along very well. 

5. Briefl y describe the impact of Scout’s role as narrator as she describes Aunt Alexandra’s 
explanation of cousin Lily Brook’s book about Joshua S. St. Clair. 

 Scout’s dislike of Aunt Alexandra is obvious to the reader. Scout makes Aunt Alexandra 
seem like a ridiculous, stuck-up snob who wants to promote the gentility of the Finch family 
without seeing the human fl aws, such as the incident that Jem mentions about cousin Joshua. 

6. Why did the children feel so isolated and upset when Atticus asked them to listen to 
Aunt Alexandra’s explanations of the signifi cance of being a Finch.

 When Atticus says that he wants them to learn about the Finch family, the children are afraid 
that Aunt Alexandra has somehow changed their father. This is the fi rst time Atticus has ever 
implied that they are better than other people because of where they came from, and this is 
completely foreign to them. They fear that they have lost the father they know, and that they 
will be required to act differently in the future.

7. What does Scout mean when she says, “I know now what he was trying to do, but 
Atticus was only a man. It takes a woman to do that kind of work.” (p. 134)

 This is an example of Scout speaking from an adult’s perspective, looking back at an event in 
her life that she did not understand at the time. She now understands that Atticus was trying 
to teach his children respect and pride for family, even if he did not agree with how Aunt 
Alexandra fl aunted their family history.

Chapter 14

1. Describe how Atticus’ and Aunt Alexandra’s reactions to Scout and Jem visiting 
Calpurnia’s church refl ect their attitudes toward African-Americans.

 Atticus is amused by the story and sees no harm in their visiting First Prospect. This shows 
that he sees Calpurnia as an individual who loves his children and cares about their well-
being. Aunt Alexandra is horrifi ed, denies Scout permission to visit Calpurnia, and uses this 
story as justifi cation for getting rid of Calpurnia because of her infl uence on the children as 
they get older. This exemplifi es Alexandra’s attitude that African-Americans are to be kept at 
a distance, not to be trusted, and defi nitely beneath her socially.
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2.  What does Scout mean when she says, “I felt the starched walls of a pink penitentiary 
closing in on me, and for the second time in my life I thought of running away. 
Immediately.” (p. 136) How is this statement ironic?

 Scout’s reference to the “pink penitentiary” means that she fears Aunt Alexandra will require 
her to wear dresses all the time and only play with toys that are suitable for little girls. The 
statement is ironic because she talks about running away, but at that point in the story, she 
does not yet know that Dill has run away and is hiding under her bed.

3. Give two examples of Jem’s increasing maturity, and explain each example along with 
Scout’s response.

 First example: Without being specifi cally told, Jem knows that Atticus is under a lot of stress, 
and he tells Scout that she should try not to cause him more stress by antagonizing Aunt 
Alexandra. Scout responds as a typical child would and accuses Jem of ordering her around. She 
denies Jem’s assertion that Atticus is under stress, because she does not see what Jem does. 

 Second example: As soon as Jem realizes that Dill has run away from home, he calls Atticus. 
Both Scout and Dill see this as a betrayal of their childhood pact, but Jem understands the 
situation from an adult’s perspective.

4.  Why did Dill really run away? How does Lee use Dill’s explanation to create sympathy 
for him?

 His mother has remarried, and Dill feels that his step-father and mother do not want to be 
bothered with him. Dill fi rst makes up a ridiculous story about his adventures on the train, 
and it is not until they are going to sleep, that Dill shares with Scout just how lonely and 
unloved he feels. His most poignant statement is his assumption that the only reason Boo 
Radley never ran away was that he had no place to go.

5.  If Dill were the narrator, how might he respond to Aunt Alexandra’s attention? How 
does his relationship with his mother and step-father affect his possible response to 
Aunt Alexandra?

 Dill has never had a parent that pays a lot of attention to him, so the reader can assume 
that he would enjoy the attention Aunt Alexandra gives to Scout, even if she is correcting his 
actions and speech. 

6.  What can the reader infer from Scout’s question about Boo Radley running away and 
Dill’s response?

 The reader can infer that Scout is beginning to understand that Boo’s relationship with his 
family is not a good, loving relationship, because she is comparing Dill’s story about being 
ignored by his mother and step-father with what she has heard about Boo’s relationship with 
his parents. Based on Dill’s response, the reader can infer that Dill chose to run away because 
he knows that he will be safe once he reaches the Finch’s house. Dill’s decision to come to their 
house indicates that he understands the loving relationship between Atticus and his children.
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Chapter 15

1. Why does Jem call out to Atticus that the phone was ringing? What is Lee’s purpose in 
adding this to the story?

 Jem knows that the tension in the town is increasing as the trial draws closer, and he is afraid 
that the men who come to see Atticus are there to harm him. Jem is trying to help Atticus to 
get safely back inside the house by letting the men know that Atticus needs to answer the 
phone. By having Atticus simply tell Jem to answer the phone, Lee uses humor to show the 
reader that these men are not going to harm Atticus and that Jem’s fears are unwarranted. 
Through Jem’s questions about the group of men, Lee is able to share Atticus’ opinion about 
mobs and the Ku Klux Klan.

2. How does Lee create suspense leading up to the confrontation at the jailhouse?

 The reader learns about several events before the confrontation at the jail, but because Lee 
has a child telling the story, the reader does not get enough of an explanation of each event to 
know its signifi cance and relationship to the other events. For example, Lee opens the chapter 
with the gang of men visiting Atticus at home, but the reader does not know why they come 
or what they discuss. Then Scout notes that Atticus and Aunt Alexandra have been arguing 
again, and Jem tells Scout he is worried that someone is going to hurt Atticus but does not 
explain why. Lee then has Scout describe the men talking with Atticus between Sunday 
School and church, noting that Heck Tate and Mr. Underwood were both there, neither of 
which attend church. Although Atticus tells Scout that they have moved Tom Robinson to 
the city jail, he does not explain the reason for all the meetings and discussions. All of these 
events heighten the suspense in the chapter because of their lack of connections.

3. What is the signifi cance of Lee’s use of light and dark in this chapter?

 Symbolically, the dark times are the ones when the children do not understand what is 
happening, and it is only when they move into the light that Atticus strung at the jailhouse 
door that they realize the seriousness of the situation. When the gang of men visit Atticus 
at home, they remain outside in the dark, softly talking to Atticus out of the range of the 
children’s ability to hear them, rather than coming into the house and talking in a lit room. 
To try to see what was happening, Jem turns out the lights inside the house. The next night 
Atticus gathers a long electrical cord with a light on the end and leaves the house without 
telling anyone where he is going. When the children decide to follow, Scout comments that it 
is dark outside, because there is no moon. The children notice that the jail, which does not 
have an outdoor light, has a bright light hanging over the door, and Atticus is sitting in front 
of the door. The children hide in the dark when the mob arrives, and they do not realize this 
is a different group until Scout runs into the middle of the mob.
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4. What does the man mean when he says that they “…Called ‘em off on a snipe hunt…?” 
(p. 151) How does this affect Atticus?

 A snipe hunt is a practical joke played on someone in which the person is taken to a forest to 
hunt for an imaginary bird called a snipe. While the person is hunting for the bird, the rest of 
the group leaves the person in the forest and goes home. Atticus does not have a gun, but he 
assumes that Heck Tate, the sheriff, is in the jailhouse with his gun if he is needed. However, 
by telling Atticus that Heck is on a snipe hunt, the gang of men is letting Atticus know that 
they have gotten Heck out of the way for the evening. Atticus does not outwardly show 
concern, because he is confi dent he can prevent any serious violence. His concern becomes 
apparent only when the children arrive.

5. What is Lee’s purpose for having Scout jump into the circle of men unexpectedly at the 
jail?

 Through the innocence of a child, Lee is able to show the sinister nature of the gang. Scout 
thinks Atticus will be glad to see her and that she will know the men, like she did the 
previous night. 

6. What does Jem’s refusal to obey Atticus indicate with respect to Jem’s character?

 Jem understands what Aunt Alexandra has been trying to teach them about the importance of 
standing by your family. Jem will not abandon his father when he is in danger, regardless of 
how many times Atticus tells him to take Scout and Dill home. 

7. What aspects of Scout’s character does Lee draw on to disperse the lynch mob outside 
the jail? 

 Lee draws on Scout’s innocence and friendliness to disperse the mob. Scout is not aware of the 
intention of the mob when she starts talking to Walter Cunningham. She is simply trying to 
overcome the embarrassment she feels for erroneously thinking that she knows all the men in 
the group. 

8. By talking to Walter Cunningham as she did, what lesson does Scout show Atticus that 
she has learned? 

 When previously explaining mob mentality to Scout, Atticus had told her that people do 
things in a mob that they will not do as individuals. By identifying Walter Cunningham as 
the father of her classmate and reminding him of the help that Atticus gave him, Scout pulls 
Cunningham out of the mob and makes him realize that he is ashamed of what he is doing.

9. What is surprising about Mr. Underwood’s comments from the dark?

 Mr. Underwood has been very outspoken about hating African-Americans, so it is surprising 
that he would be willing to defend Atticus and Tom Robinson from a lynch mob. By doing so, 
Mr. Underwood shows that he believes equal justice is more important than race.
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Chapter 16

1. Explain the signifi cance of Scout comparing Atticus in front of the jail to Atticus, “…
standing in the middle of an empty waiting street, pushing up his glasses.” (p. 156)

The reference to Atticus in the empty waiting street is when Atticus was getting ready to kill 
the mad dog. Everyone was locked in their houses waiting to see what happened, but Atticus 
was alone with the mad dog. With this comparison, Lee shows that Atticus is willing to stand 
alone against the mad mob of angry men, and rather than protecting the whole neighborhood 
from a mad dog, Atticus is protecting one African-American man. The signifi cance is that 
Atticus is consistent in his beliefs. He is willing to stand up and protect what he thinks 
deserves protection, regardless of the potential harm to himself, whether it is an attack by a 
mad dog or an angry mob. 

2. Why does Aunt Alexandra get upset with Atticus for talking about Mr. Underwood in 
front of Calpurnia? What does this show about Aunt Alexandra’s character?

 Aunt Alexandra does not think it is proper to talk about people hating African-Americans in 
front of Calpurnia, because she is afraid that Calpurnia will repeat the conversation to other 
African-Americans and stir them up. Aunt Alexandra’s concern about Atticus’ comments 
shows that she does not trust any African-American, even one who has worked for the family 
since she was a child.

3. What does Atticus’ comment that Calpurnia “…knows what she means to this family” 
(p. 157) show about his own prejudices? 

 Atticus does not realize that his response, while accurate, does not tell the whole story. 
Atticus will employ Calpurnia until she no longer wants to work, but she is not really a 
member of the family like he previously said. She knows that there is a separating line 
between being a member of the family and being the housekeeper, and that line is based on 
race.

4. Why does Lee have Aunt Alexandra confi ne the children to the yard?

 By having the children in the front yard, Lee provides the setting for Jem to describe all the 
people going into town. This provides the reader with a review of the different elements of 
society represented in Maycomb. 
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5. Briefl y describe the atmosphere in town the day of the trial. What clues does Lee give 
the reader about the atmosphere?

 All the people are dressed up and come to town as if they are going to a party or a festival. 
The women are wearing gloves and hats, and the men are dressed in Sunday clothes.

 Examples of Lee’s clues include:
 •  Scout says, “It was like Saturday. People from the south end of the county passed our house 

in a leisurely but steady stream.” (p. 158) 
 • Miss Maudie says, “Look at all those folks, it’s like a Roman carnival.” (p. 159)
 •  Miss Stephanie says, “Look at all those folks—you’d think William Jennings Bryant was 

speakin’.” (p. 160)
 •  Scout says, “It was a gala occasion. There was no room at the public hitching rail for 

another animal, mules and wagons were parked under every available tree. The courthouse 
square was covered with picnic parties sitting on newspapers…” (p. 160)

6. What does Lee illustrate with Jem’s explanation of Mr. Dolphus Raymond’s behavior?

 Lee is using Raymond as another example of how appearances can be deceptive. When Jem 
tells Dill that Raymond has an African-American wife and “mixed chillun” (p. 161), Dill 
immediately says that Mr. Raymond does not look like trash. Dill does not expect a well-to-
do white man to choose to sit with the African-Americans when he has so many white people 
he could join, and Dill cannot understand why a man of his wealth and heritage would 
consciously choose an African-American woman as his wife. Jem excuses Mr. Raymond’s 
selection of a wife by telling Dill about his on-going drinking problem due to the loss of his 
fi rst wife. Lee further reinforces this concept of deceptive appearances when Jem explains 
what a mixed child is. Dill does not see any obvious physical differences in the child Jem 
identifi es as mixed and one that is African-American. 

Chapter 17

1. Describe the impression that Tate gives the reader through his recount of the event and 
Atticus’ cross-examination. What conclusion can the reader draw about Lee’s purpose 
for Tate’s testimony?

 Tate is friendly toward Atticus and seems like he is trying to be helpful, but it is apparent to 
the reader that Tate never questioned the validity of the Ewells’ accusation. He did not bother 
to have a doctor come tend Mayella’s wounds or verify that she was raped. He never mentions 
questioning Tom about his whereabouts that evening or his version of what happened. He 
gives the impression that he believed the Ewells and arrested the African-American, although 
he never says it directly. Lee is beginning to show the discrimination that will become evident 
in the trial of an African-American man accused of raping a white woman in the South. 
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2. What is the signifi cance of Bob Ewell’s legal name?

 Bob’s given name is Robert E. Lee Ewell, having been named after the General of the 
Confederate Army. Since one of the causes of the Civil War was the practice of slavery in 
the southern states, General Lee is associated with the pro-slavery/anti-African-American 
viewpoint. Having Bob Ewell named after Lee reminds the reader of the war that was started 
because of the relationship between African-Americans and white people.

3. What can the reader infer from Atticus’ emphasis on the location of Mayella’s injuries 
and Bob Ewell’s dominant hand? 

 The reader can infer that Atticus suspects Ewell is the person that beat Mayella. The reader 
can also infer that there is something that would prevent Tom from causing the injuries that 
both Tate and Ewell describe.

4. What literary device does Lee use in referring to Bob Ewell as “…a little bantam cock of 
a man…strutted to the stand…?” (pp. 169–170)

 This is a metaphor in which Lee compares Ewell to a bantam rooster strutting around the 
barnyard to illustrate Ewell’s confi dence and his pride in being involved in the trial.

5. What is the irony about Bob Ewell’s response to Mr. Gilmer’s question about being 
ambidextrous?

 Mr. Gilmer understands the signifi cance of Atticus’ questions about Ewell being right- or 
left-handed, but Mr. Ewell does not. When Mr. Gilmer asks if Ewell is ambidextrous, Ewell 
responds, “I most positively am not, I can use one hand good as the other. One hand good as 
the other.…” (p. 178) His answer says that he is ambidextrous, which is an example of verbal 
irony, because of the emphasis he uses to deny being ambidextrous.

6. Compare Jem’s and Scout’s attitudes at the end of this chapter regarding the progress 
of the trial. What do their attitudes tell the reader about their understanding of race 
relations in Maycomb?

 Jem is convinced that Atticus has proven Robinson’s innocence by showing that Ewell is 
left-handed. However, Scout is more skeptical as demonstrated by her statement, “I thought 
Jem was counting his chickens.” (p. 178) The reader can infer that Scout has a better 
understanding than Jem of what it will take for an all-white jury to fi nd an African-American 
man innocent of rape. Jem focuses only on the facts of the trial, whereas Scout accepts the 
reality of the prejudice involved.
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7. What is Lee’s purpose in having the Ewell family accuse Tom Robinson of rape?

 Lee uses the Ewell family to emphasize the racial implications of Tom Robinson’s trial. Based 
on Lee’s portrayal of Burris Ewell in earlier chapters as well as Atticus’ discussions with 
Scout about the Ewell family, the reader knows that no one in the town thinks highly of the 
Ewells. They live in a run-down house near the town dump, and Bob Ewell uses the public 
assistance money he receives to buy liquor for himself rather than food for his children. The 
white people of Maycomb would never believe any accusation that Bob Ewell made against 
another white person; however, because Tom is African-American, they side with Bob rather 
than allow an African-American disgrace a white man by winning a lawsuit against him.

Chapter 18

1. How does Scout’s initial description of Mayella Ewell show Scout’s character growth?

 Scout notes that initially Mayella seems to be fragile, but as soon as she sits in the witness 
box, Mayella shows her true self—a strong girl used to physical labor. This observation 
shows that Scout is maturing, because she is beginning to see that initial impressions can be 
deceiving. 

2. Identify several elements that Lee uses to create suspense during Mayella’s testimony.

 Mayella’s statements and expressions during Atticus’ cross-examination show that she does 
not trust him, even though he appears to be a nice, gentle man. For example, she tells the 
judge she does not want Atticus making fun of her like he did her father. Scout describes 
Mayella’s attitude toward Atticus as “…looking at him furiously.” (p. 181)

 Scout implies that Mayella seems to be hiding something. For example, in referring to 
Mayella’s increasing confi dence, Scout says, “…there was something stealthy about hers, like 
a steady-eyed cat with a twitchy tail.” (p. 181) When Atticus asks if the day of the alleged 
rape is the fi rst time Mayella asked Tom to come inside the fence, Scout notices that Mayella 
jumps slightly and does not answer at fi rst. 

 Atticus’ long list of questions about Mayella’s everyday life draws out the suspense, because 
the questions do not seem to relate to the trial. 

 Scout notices that Atticus’ demeanor changes when he begins asking Mayella about the 
alleged rape. He had stated that he was getting old and might ask her some questions that 
she had already answered, but as soon as he asks Mayella about Tom hitting her, Scout says, 
“Atticus’ memory had suddenly become accurate.” (p. 185)

 Atticus’ questions about loving her father make Mayella extremely uncomfortable.
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3. How does Lee create sympathy for Mayella? 

 Through Atticus’ litany of questions about her life, the reader learns that Mayella has a very 
diffi cult and lonely life, and she does not realize how bad it is. She claims to be able to read 
and write as well as her father, which the on-lookers know is not very well. When Atticus 
calls her Miss Mayella and refers to her as ma’am, Mayella sees this as mocking her rather 
than as a gentlemanly sign of respect. She is surprised and then angry when Atticus asks 
about friends, but in fact she does not have any.

4. How does Lee create confl ict for the reader with respect to seeing Mayella as a 
sympathetic character by the end of her testimony?

 Mayella loses the reader’s sympathy because she continues to accuse Tom Robinson of raping 
her, and she threatens the jury with being cowards if they do not believe her. However, looking 
at her background, the reader can understand that she is also afraid that her father will get 
angry at her if she tells the truth. 

5. How does Scout’s description of Atticus after cross-examining Mayella illustrate his 
consistent character?

 Scout says that as Atticus sat down, he looked like he had a stomach ache and that it is clear 
to her Atticus does not like what he did to Mayella. Atticus’ reaction is consistent with his 
attitude toward seeing the best in people and trying to understand the reasons behind their 
actions. Atticus believes that Mayella is an unfortunate person who told those lies because 
her father forced her to do so, and Atticus wants to believe that she would not have done this 
on her own.

6. Why does Atticus ask Tom to stand up?

 Atticus has Tom stand up to show the jury that his left arm is injured, as explained by 
Reverend Sykes. Because Tom only has one good arm, Atticus wants the jury to see that it is 
impossible for Tom to grab Mayella, strangle her, hold her down, and rape her. 

Chapter 19

1. Why does Lee begin this chapter with a description of Tom trying to take the oath in 
 the trial?

 The diffi culty that Tom has keeping his left hand on the Bible creates sympathy for him. It 
also emphasizes how useless his left arm would be if he were trying to hold Mayella down 
while she fought against him.
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2. Why does Atticus ask Tom about previously being in trouble with the law?

 Atticus wants the jury know that Tom is honest and is not hiding anything from them. By 
having his own lawyer ask about his trouble rather than waiting for the prosecuting attorney 
to ask, Tom is able to explain what happened and the penalty he served because of it. 

3. What does Lee illustrate with Scout’s pity for Mayella?

 Scout has matured enough to put herself in other people’s positions and see what their lives 
are like—something that Atticus fi rst explained to her when they talked about Miss Caroline. 
Scout realizes that Mayella must be lonelier than Boo Radley, because neither white people 
nor African-Americans will have anything to do with her. Although Scout has developed the 
ability to see life through other people’s eyes, she is still confused by Mayella’s anger at Tom 
Robinson, the only person who has been nice to her. This shows that Scout does not fully 
understand the full extent of the racist attitudes of white Maycomb people.

4. What is the signifi cance of Tom Robinson admitting that he felt sorry for Mayella? How 
does Mr. Gilmer further emphasize Tom’s error?

 In this time period, no white person would believe that an African-American could pity any 
white person, so when Tom admits he felt sorry for Mayella, it diminishes the credibility 
of everything that Tom says. The prosecutor further emphasizes Tom’s error by continually 
asking Tom if he is saying Mayella was lying during her testimony.

5. What does Tom mean when he says, “…it were not safe for any nigger to be in a—fi x 
like that?” (p. 198)

 Tom is smart enough to know that no one would believe him if he defended himself by 
fi ghting off Mayella’s advances or if he hurts her father if Bob attacks him; yet Tom knows 
that by running away, he looks guilty of something.

6. What is the implication of Mr. Gilmer calling Tom a boy? Why is Dill the one who gets 
upset by these references?

 Mr. Gilmer is being demeaning; by referring to Tom as a boy, he insinuates that Tom is not 
a man who deserves equal treatment under the law. Dill understands this type of demeaning 
treatment, because his mother and step-father talked to him the same way. 

 Note to Teacher: You may want to remind the students of Dill’s comments when he explains 
why he ran away from home.

7. What does Scout mean when she says that Atticus is, “…the same in the courtroom as 
he is on the public streets?” (p. 199)

 Atticus is consistent in how he treats people regardless of who they are, where they are, or 
what they are doing. 
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8. Why does Lee have Link Deas interrupt the trial?

 Lee uses Link Deas to show the reader that there is at least one white man other than Atticus 
who believes that Tom Robinson is innocent. By having Link attest to Robinson’s excellent job 
performance, Lee counters the white people’s stereotypical image of the lazy, good-for-nothing 
African-American. 

9. What is the symbolism of the courthouse lights in the following passage?

  “This time Judge Taylor’s gavel came down with a bang, and as it did the 
overhead lights went on in the courtroom.” (p. 194)

 Even though it is not yet dark outside, the lights come on the moment Tom says Mayella 
hugged him. The lights symbolize the truth of what happened in the Ewells’ house that day. 
Until Tom explains this, the reader is unsure why the Ewells have accused him of attacking 
Mayella. Once Tom describes Mayella’s advances toward him, the reader realizes the 
signifi cance of the truth—a white girl approached an African-American man for love and 
affection.

10. What does Dolphus Raymond’s comment foreshadow at the end of this chapter?

 Raymond’s comment indicates that he has been following Scout and Dill’s conversation, and 
he agrees with Dill’s condemnation of the way most white people belittle African-Americans. 
Evidently he is not drunk, or he could not understand what they are discussing. This 
foreshadows a revelation about Raymond’s relationship with his African-American wife and 
the theme that appearances can be deceiving.

Chapter 20

1. What is Lee’s purpose for inserting Raymond’s conversation with Scout and Dill in the 
middle of the drama of the trial?

 Lee uses Raymond to explain Dill’s distress about the way white people talk to African-
Americans. Raymond refl ects on the fact that children are sensitive to comments that hurt 
other people; but by the time Dill gets older, he may notice the harm. If he is like most adults, 
however, Dill will not stand up for the minority. Through this conversation, Lee shows that 
all the white citizens of Maycomb are to blame for the injustice against Tom Robinson, not 
just the jury that delivers the verdict. Because they do not stand up for Tom, they allow the 
Ewells to get away with their false accusations. This attitude exemplifi es the mob mentality 
that Atticus previously described to his children.
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2. Why does Raymond constantly carry a brown bag with Coca-Cola in it? What does the 
bag represent?

 Raymond’s bag actually contains a bottle of Coca-Cola, but the citizens of Maycomb assume 
that it is alcohol. The bag represents Raymond’s way of misrepresenting himself as a drunk, 
thereby getting the freedom to live the life he wants to live without having people ostracize 
him for living with an African-American wife. 

3. Why did Atticus remove his coat, loosen his tie, and unbutton his vest?

 Atticus wants to reduce the formality of the courtroom setting and talk to the jury like he is 
just another one of them. By eliminating his formal attire, Atticus hopes that the jurymen can 
look at him as a simple man and relate to what he is saying more easily.

4. What type of literary device does Atticus use when he says, “This case is as simple as 
black and white?” (p. 203) How is Atticus’s choice of words ironic?

 This is an example of an idiom in which Atticus is referring to the simplicity of the case—the 
jury only has to choose which version to believe. This is an example of verbal irony, because 
Tom Robinson is an African-American man accused of raping a white woman, so the case is 
simply about black and white statements.

5. What was Lee’s purpose in having Atticus’ identify the court as the only place that all 
men are equal?

 Lee is reinforcing the reality that the men on the jury could never fi nd Tom innocent if they 
are supposed to believe that Tom is the equal of Mayella or Bob Ewell. Lee has Atticus 
acknowledge that all people are prejudice as part of their normal lives, so he does not ask 
the jury to deny that. He simply asks them to honor their role in the democratic process 
by basing their decision on the facts of the case, not the race of the parties involved. This 
monologue gives Lee the opportunity for Atticus to restate his beliefs that justice is more 
important than any personal beliefs.
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Chapter 21

1. What is the signifi cance of Lee’s portrayal of Calpurnia as she comes into the courtroom 
and as she walks home with the children?

 Lee reminds the reader that Calpurnia frequently walks the dividing line between the 
affl uent, white neighborhood and the African-American community. When talking to the 
judge, Calpurnia’s demeanor is that of a subservient African-American; however, she speaks 
correct English when addressing him, not the “nigger talk” Scout previously heard from her 
at church. Even when she is angry with Jem for disobeying her and Aunt Alexandra, she uses 
correct grammar; however, she treats Jem as a disobedient child while showing deference to 
him by calling him Mister Jem. By having Calpurnia appear at this moment, Lee gives the 
reader a stark reminder of the differences between Calpurnia and Tom Robinson.

2. What literary device does Lee use in the sentence, “If Mr. Finch don’t wear you out, I 
will—get in that house, sir!” (p. 207) What does this sentence illustrate?

 The phrase “…wear you out…” is an idiom that means to give someone a spanking for doing 
something terribly wrong. This phrase is another illustration of the duality of Calpurnia’s 
role. In one phrase, she is angry at Jem and threatens to spank him if his father does not, 
but at the end of the sentence she refers to Jem as “sir.” By calling him “sir,” Calpurnia 
acknowledges the racial difference between them—he is white, and she is African-American, 
so he must be treated with respect.

3. Compare Scout and Jem’s opinions of the length of the jury deliberations.

 Jem is optimistic that the jury will fi nd Tom innocent, and when Reverend Sykes and Scout 
both raise doubts, Jem simply reiterates the facts, without considering the deep-seated 
prejudices of the members of the jury. He rationalizes the amount of time as being necessary 
to consider the Alabama laws concerning rape. Scout, on the other hand, does not understand 
the signifi cance of the length of time, but emotionally she knows that something is not right. 
She compares it to the winter day her father shot the mad dog, something that normally 
appears in only the hot days of the summer. 

4. Why does Reverend Sykes make Scout stand up as her father walks by?

 Although Atticus lost the case, the African-American community stands up as Atticus walks 
by to show respect for his valiant efforts. They understand that most lawyers would not have 
made any attempt to provide Tom’s innocence. 
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Chapter 22

1. What is the signifi cance of Aunt Alexandra saying, “I’m sorry, brother…” (p. 212) to 
Atticus?

 This is signifi cant because it is the fi rst time she has called Atticus “brother.” At a time when 
she could remind Atticus that she had predicted this outcome, she shows that she values 
family loyalty above anything else, even proving that she was right.

2. What does Atticus mean when he says, “They’ve done it before and they did it tonight 
and they’ll do it again and when they do it—seems that only children weep?” (p. 213) 
What is signifi cant about Atticus saying the same thing that Mr. Raymond said to Scout 
and Dill? 

 Both Atticus and Mr. Raymond have always believed that the adults of Maycomb ignore the 
injustice that results from their prejudice against African-Americans, and they will continue 
to do so. Before taking on Robinson’s trial, Atticus was seen as one of the most upstanding 
citizens by the Maycomb community, whereas they shun Raymond because he lives with 
an African-American woman. However, the moment Atticus became Robinson’s lawyer, the 
Maycomb community shuns him just like Raymond. The signifi cance of Atticus statement 
is that he reminds the children that he has not changed his attitude; the town changes its 
impression of him because he acted on his beliefs just like Raymond does—the belief that 
there is nothing wrong with associating with African-Americans—Atticus was treated like 
Raymond was. 

3. How does Lee remind the reader of the character of Miss Stephanie, Miss Rachel, and 
Miss Maudie through their comments to children after the trial is over?

 Miss Stephanie remains true to her character by immediately starting to question the children 
based on the gossip she had heard in town. Miss Rachel shows her lackluster attitude toward 
others by saying that it is okay with her if Atticus wants to continue to “…butt his head 
against a stone wall.…” (p. 213) As is typical of Miss Maudie, she takes the children inside 
her house to have cake, answer their questions, and console them, particularly Jem. 

4. What does Miss Maudie mean when she says, “There are some men in this world who 
were born to do our unpleasant jobs…?” (p. 215)

 She is explaining to the children that their father is an unusual man who is willing to do 
whatever needs to be done, regardless of how diffi cult, painful, or unpopular the task may be. 
Although most lawyers would not have made an effort, Atticus tried his hardest to provide the 
best defense for Tom Robinson.



T-41

5. Why does Lee use Miss Maudie to explain Atticus’ role in the community?

 A child of Scout’s age is not sophisticated enough to understand, and therefore explain, that 
Atticus is not an average person but a truly remarkable man. Therefore, having a character 
such as Miss Maudie close to the children allows Lee to remind the reader of Atticus’ 
dedication.

6. What does Bob Ewell’s confrontation with Atticus foreshadow?

 Although Ewell should be happy that Tom was found guilty, he is furious because Atticus 
made a fool of him on the witness stand. This foreshadows that the violence may not be over, 
and Ewell will continue to stir up the town.

Chapter 23

1. Describe how Atticus’ response to Ewell’s threat is consistent with his character.

 Atticus shows his compassion for all people when he insists that the children try to 
understand the situation from Ewell’s perspective. Atticus explains that Ewell spit in his face 
because Atticus had taken away, “…his last shred of credibility at that trial, if he had any 
to begin with.” (p. 218) Atticus demonstrates his belief that all people are basically good 
by saying that once Ewell publicly confronted him, they will not hear any more from him. 
Atticus shows his protective attitude toward his children when he says he would rather Ewell 
get mad at him than harm his children, which he does not believe Ewell would do.

2. What does Jem misunderstand about the length of the jury’s deliberations? What is the 
signifi cance of this jury’s deliberations and the effect they have on Jem?

 Jem thought that the jury did not take much time to decide on their verdict. However, Atticus 
sees hope in the number of hours this jury took to come to what he called an inevitable 
verdict. He explains that most juries in a case like this only take a few minutes. Jem cannot 
see beyond his feelings of betrayal, because the jury did not vote based on the facts. 

3. Why does Lee select a Cunningham to be the juror who cast the not-guilty votes?

 By having a Cunningham serve as the juror who kept the jury deliberations going, Lee 
provides the reader with an example of Atticus’ belief that every person is inherently good, 
and even an uneducated white man can see justice is more important than prejudice. When 
Jem acknowledges his confusion about the Cunninghams wanting to kill Tom and then 
fi ghting to set him free, Atticus reminds Jem that he and Scout helped Atticus earn the respect 
of Walter’s father the night at the jail, which benefi ted Tom in the jury room.
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4. How does Lee use humor to change the tone of Atticus’ conversation with the children 
about the jury’s verdict?

 When the children are curious about the relationship of the Cunningham on the jury to 
their friend Walter, Atticus claims they are double fi rst cousins. Then Scout fi gures out that 
her children with Dill (whom she expects to marry) would be double fi rst cousins of Jem’s 
children if Jem were to marry Dill’s sister. 

5. Describe how Aunt Alexandra’s response to Scout’s comment about Walter Cunningham 
is consistent with her character. 

Scout says that she wants to invite Walter to dinner and to play after school, but Aunt 
Alexandra reminds Scout that the Cunninghams are not their “…kind of folks.” (p. 224) 
This is consistent with Aunt Alexandra’s belief that the Finch family is part of the upper class 
because of their heritage, and as such, they must refrain from associating with the lower 
classes. 

6. What evidence of Jem’s increasing maturity does Lee include in this chapter?

 When Scout is upset by Aunt Alexandra’s reference to the Cunninghams as trash, Jem 
explains to Scout the four class distinctions in Maycomb and tells her how each class hates 
the one below it. From Jem’s explanation of Aunt Alexandra’s repeated emphasis on the Finch 
family heritage, the reader can infer that he is beginning to feel some pity for her. Finally, 
Jem shows his distain for this class structure by sharing his conjecture that Boo Radley stays 
inside the house all the time to avoid having to deal with these prejudices. 

 Note to Teacher: The students may say that Jem shows Scout the hair growing on his chest as 
a sign that he is maturing. You may want to remind them that physical growth and maturity 
do not always go hand-in-hand.

Chapter 24

1. Explain the satire that Lee uses in this chapter.

 The women in Aunt Alexandra’s missionary circle are very sympathetic toward the 
unfortunate Mrunas in Africa, but they are extremely cruel when talking about their own 
servants, who are of similar heritage as the Mrunas. Scout understands the hypocrisy of what 
these women are saying. Aunt Alexandra is very pleased with Scout’s help in serving at the 
tea, and she is particularly happy that Scout is dressed as a young lady for once; however, 
she completely misses the cruelty that Mrs. Merriweather demonstrates when talking about 
Atticus.
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2. Explain the irony of Mrs. Merriweather’s comments about getting the preacher to help 
“…her lead a Christian life for those children from here on out.” (p. 231) 

 This is an example of situational irony because when Mrs. Merriweather explains to Scout 
that she’s referring to Tom Robinson’s wife, Mrs. Merriweather is unaware that Scout knows 
more about Tom’s wife than Mrs. Merriweather does. From attending Calpurnia’s church 
when Reverend Sykes took up the collection to help the Robinsons, Scout knows that Mrs. 
Robinson leads a Christian life, so she assumes Mrs. Merriweather is talking about Mayella 
Ewell. 

3. Why does Miss Maudie get so angry at Mrs. Merriweather?

 Mrs. Merriweather is criticizing Atticus for defending Tom Robinson, because she believes 
that Atticus’ statements in court are responsible for stirring up the African-American 
community. Miss Maudie is angry at both what Mrs. Merriweather is saying and the fact 
that she is criticizing Atticus while sitting in his home, eating his food, and talking with his 
daughter.

4. What is Lee alluding to when Mrs. Merriweather says, “Mrs. Roosevelt’s lost her mind—
just plain lost her mind coming down to Birmingham and tryin’ to sit with ’em.…” 

 (p. 234)

 In the late 1930s, Eleanor Roosevelt visited a meeting of the Southern Conference for Human 
Welfare in Birmingham, Alabama. During that meeting, Mrs. Roosevelt continued to sit with 
the African-Americans after the state police told her she was breaking Alabama’s segregation 
laws.

5. What does Mrs. Merriweather mean when she says, “It’s never entered that wool of hers 
that the only reason I keep her is because this depression’s on…?” (p. 233)

 Mrs. Merriweather is cruelly referring to her African-American servant’s hair when she 
says, “…that wool of hers…” and is complaining that Sophy has been unhappy since Tom 
Robinson’s trial. Mrs. Merriweather claims that she has been kind toward Sophy, because she 
has not fi red her during the depression; however, Mrs. Merriweather does not even seem to be 
aware of how prejudiced and condescending she sounds.

6. How does Aunt Alexandra’s reaction to Tom’s death mirror Jem’s distress after the trial?

 Like Jem, Aunt Alexandra is extremely upset, and she questions the actions of the white 
people of Maycomb, claiming that they are responsible for harming another person. The 
difference is that Aunt Alexandra blames them for harming Atticus, whereas Jem blames them 
for Tom’s conviction. Both Jem and Aunt Alexandra are upset about the harmful effect that the 
people’s attitudes and actions have on Atticus.
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7. How do Aunt Alexandra, Miss Maudie, and Scout follow Atticus’ example by returning 
to the missionary circle? Why is this so signifi cant for Scout?

 This exemplifi es Atticus’ belief that courage means continuing to do something diffi cult when 
it would be easier to quit. All three of them return to the party as if nothing has happened 
other than Calpurnia leaving with Atticus. They play the role of the proper Southern lady by 
serving the guests tea and cookies, and they join the conversation of the party. In particular, 
Scout willingly assumes the role of a young lady, rather than resenting the fact that her aunt 
has asked her to return to the party.

8. What literary device does Lee use when Scout is describing how she pumped the organ 
in the chapel at Finch’s Landing? What is Scout’s purpose for this description?

 This is an example of a metaphor. A pump organ has bellows that must be fi lled with air 
before the organ can make any sound. If the organist presses a note without pumping the 
bellows, the note will fade into silence. Scout is comparing Mrs. Merriweather to a pump 
organ that has run out of air; Mrs. Merriweather had talked long enough that she ran out of 
air, so she had to stop talking until she could inhale suffi ciently.

Chapter 25

1. What is the signifi cance of Jem’s reaction to Scout when she starts to kill the roly-poly?

 Killing bugs is something that Jem and Scout always did as children. However, Jem is more 
aware of how vulnerable lesser creatures are—in this case, the roly-poly, but in his recent 
experiences, Tom Robinson. Therefore, Jem does not want Scout to kill the roly-poly, because 
it cannot defend itself.

2. What does Lee show through Maycomb’s lack of concern about Tom’s death?

 Lee shows that Maycomb feels Tom’s death justifi es their racist attitudes. None of the people 
seem surprised that Tom tried to escape, because that is the stereotypical view they have of 
African-Americans.

3. What can the reader infer about Lee’s use of “…the senseless slaughter of songbirds…” 
in Underwood’s editorial?

 The reader can infer that Lee is equating Tom Robinson to the innocent mockingbird that 
Atticus forbids his children to shoot. Tom symbolizes an innocent victim killed by a force 
stronger than he is. 
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4. When describing her thoughts about Underwood’s editorial, how does Scout show that 
she has not lost all of her childhood innocence, but is beginning to understand the 
implications of racism?

 Her confusion about Underwood calling Tom’s death a senseless killing shows that she 
initially accepts his guilty verdict at face value. She feels that because Tom was given a trial, 
his death is not senseless. However, by realizing that Tom was sentenced to death the minute 
Mayella accused him of any inappropriate behavior, Scout shows that she understands the 
power that white people have over African-Americans simply because of the color of their 
skin.

5. How does Lee create suspense at the end of this chapter? What does Ewell’s comment 
foreshadow?

 Jem hears Miss Stephanie gossiping with Aunt Alexandra about Bob Ewell’s comments when 
he fi nds out that Tom Robinson is dead. Ewell’s comment that there are now only two more to 
go foreshadows his plans of violence against two other participants in the trial. Jem assumes 
that one of them is Atticus, but the reader is left to guess who the other person is.

Chapter 26

1. Briefl y describe the examples that Lee uses in this chapter to show Scout’s continuing 
character development. What does each example illustrate about Scout?

 Scout’s refl ections about three different incidents show that she is becoming more 
compassionate and thoughtful about her own actions, but she is still innocent enough that she 
does not yet understand the inconsistency of other people’s actions and attitudes. First, Scout 
has matured enough to regret the way that Jem, Dill, and she bothered the Radleys during the 
previous summer, but she is still puzzled by the gifts that Boo Radley left in the tree. Second, 
when Scout thinks about Atticus’ re-election, she understands that the citizens of Maycomb 
do not blame Jem and her for their father’s actions, but she wonders why they continue to 
re-elect Atticus if they do not like what he did when defending Tom Robinson. Third, Scout 
is quite confused by her teacher’s condemnation of Hitler’s atrocities and prejudices, because 
she knows that Miss Gates thought Robinson’s conviction would ensure that the African-
Americans would know their place in Maycomb.

2. What does Scout mean when she says, “…time was playing tricks on…?” her (p. 243)

 Scout’s memories of Jem, Dill, and her trying to get Boo Radley to come out of his house seem 
like they took place years ago, but she realizes that it was only the previous summer. So 
much has happened since then that she is not sure how many summers have passed since they 
focused all their energies on Boo. This shows the impact that the events surrounding the trial 
have had on her.
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3. What type of literary device does Lee use in the following statement? 

  Perhaps Atticus was right, but the events of the summer hung over us like 
smoke in a closed room. (p. 243)

 This is an example of a simile, in which two subjects are compared, generally using the 
connecting words “like” or “as.” The purpose of a simile is to compare a subject unfamiliar 
to the reader—in this case, the events of Scout’s summer—with something familiar to the 
reader—the way smoke settles in an unventilated room. 

4. Why did Jem get so angry at Scout?

 Jem has been wrestling with the anger and betrayal he feels because the jury convicted Tom 
Robinson. By mentioning Miss Gates’ reaction to the trial, Scout reminds Jem of all his 
negative feelings, which he does not know how to handle. His natural response is frustration 
and anger at Scout because she is the person who causes him to remember all his anger, 
betrayal, and uncertainty. 

5. What is Lee’s purpose for re-introducing Boo Radley in this chapter?

 Not only is Lee showing the reader that the children no longer see Boo Radley as a horrible 
monster, but she is also reminding the reader that Boo Radley still lives next door and may be 
brought back into the storyline in future chapters.

Chapter 27

1. How does Lee use other Maycomb citizens to build suspense?

 Lee shows the reader that life in Maycomb has not returned to normal as Atticus had 
predicted it would. Each incident involves someone associated with the trial, but none are 
members of the Finch family. First, Bob Ewell accuses Atticus of getting him fi red from his 
WPA job, which he held very briefl y after the trial. This is the reader’s introduction to Miss 
Ruth, yet Lee makes the point that Miss Ruth is suffi ciently scared by what Ewell says, that 
she leaves her job to go tell Atticus. Second, someone tries to break into Judge Taylor’s home 
at a time when Judge Taylor is usually at church. Lee does not tell the reader who the person 
is or what damage is done—only that Judge Taylor is suffi ciently concerned that he sits with 
his shotgun in his lap. Third, Bob Ewell harasses Helen Robinson so much that she begins 
walking an extra mile to avoid any confrontation. However, Link Deas intimidates Ewell 
enough that he fi nally leaves Helen alone.
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2. What is Lee’s purpose for the allusion to the WPA and the Ladies’ Law? What do 
 they signify? 

 The Works Progress Administration (WPA) was a governmental agency created during the 
Depression to provide employment to millions of US citizens that otherwise would have had 
no job. It was extremely rare that anyone lost a job with the WPA. The Ladies’ Law was an 
Alabama statute that criminalized the use of obscene or abusive language within hearing 
distance of any woman or young girl. By saying that Ewell lost his WPA job and having Deas 
threaten to enforce the Ladies’ Law against Ewell, Lee reminds the reader how despicable 
Ewell really is.

3. What does Atticus’ reaction to Ewell’s problems with the WPA and Link Deas indicate to 
the reader about Atticus’ character?

 At this point, the reader should begin to wonder if Atticus is being naïve, since Ewell 
continues to make threats against everyone remotely involved in the trail. The reader sees 
that Atticus still believes that Ewell is not a threat to the Finches, even after the episodes at 
the welfare offi ce, Judge Taylor’s house, and Link Deas’ house. Atticus is single-minded in his 
ability to justify Ewell’s actions and in his belief that every person is inherently good. 

4. Briefl y describe Scout’s relationship with Aunt Alexandra at this point in the story.

 Scout has matured enough that she no longer fi ghts her aunt’s attempts to teach her 
appropriate manners for a Southern young lady. For example, Scout accepts her role as 
Aunt Alexandra’s helper in the missionary society’s afternoon teas. She also shows concern 
when Aunt Alexandra decides she needs to go to bed after working on the school Halloween 
pageant.

5. How does Lee use humor to soften the seriousness of the prank that was played on the 
two vulnerable sisters on the previous Halloween? 

 The prank itself involved breaking into the sisters’ home and moving all of the furniture 
from the living room into the cellar. However, Lee paints a comical picture of the incident 
beginning with the sisters’ nicknames—Miss Tutti and Miss Frutti. Tutti-frutti literally is a 
fl avor of sweet, usually ice cream, in which a variety of candied fruits and nuts are mixed; 
however, it is often used to mean a person who is mixed-up, easily confused, or crazy. The 
sisters consistently appear to be confused about what happened. Although both of the sisters 
are deaf, they swear that they heard Syrians drive up, stomp around the house, and steal 
their furniture. The sisters also claim that the thieves were “dark.” (p. 252) When Heck 
Tate disagrees with their assertions, Miss Frutti claims that she would recognize a Maycomb 
accent anywhere, although her hearing is bad enough that she uses a megaphone so she can 
hear anyone.
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6. How does Lee re-create the sense of foreboding at the end of the chapter?

 Lee fi rst uses Aunt Alexandra to create apprehension by saying, “…somebody just walked 
over my grave…” (p. 253), which means that she got a sudden feeling something bad 
is about to happen. Then Scout refers to Jem and her starting their “…longest journey 
together…” (p. 254), when in reality, they are only walking to the school. 

Chapter 28

1. How does Lee use light and darkness to create the tone at the beginning of this chapter?

 Scout describes the night as very dark, with no moon. Even though they can see the lights of 
the school, these lights do not help them; in fact, the lights prevent them from being able to 
see where they are stepping. They regret that they did not think to bring a fl ashlight. It is so 
dark that both Jem and Scout are scared briefl y when Cecil Jacobs jumps out from behind the 
oak tree. 

2. What is the signifi cance of “…the solitary mocker…in blissful unawareness of whose 
tree he sat in…?” (p. 254)

 Lee is referring to the innocent mockingbird sitting in the Radley’s tree singing the songs 
of various other birds. The mockingbird symbolizes innocence, and Lee is reminding the 
reader that innocence still exists in this story. However, the reader is left to fi gure out whose 
innocence Lee is referencing. the mockingbird is innocent enough not to realize it is sitting in 
a tree on the Radley’s property.

3. What is Lee’s purpose for having Scout fall asleep backstage while waiting to make her 
entrance?

 By having Scout fall asleep, Lee sets the stage for the children walking home alone in the 
dark, with Scout limited by her costume. Because Scout falls asleep, she misses her entrance 
and ends up running on stage during the fi nale, and the absurdity of a ham appearing 
suddenly causes the audience to laugh. Scout is so embarrassed that she waits backstage until 
everyone has left, and she does not change clothes, but remains hidden inside her costume. 
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4. How does Lee increase the level of suspense as the children being walking home?

 Lee again draws on darkness to create suspense. Because Scout is in her costume, it is very 
dark, she cannot see very well, and Jem has to lead her through the darkness. When Scout 
realizes that she left her shoes at school, they turn around to get them, only to see the lights 
at the school go out, which emphasizes that they are all alone out there. Because of her 
costume, Scout cannot see what is happening when they get attacked. 

 Lee also uses silence to increase the suspense. First Jem thinks he hears something, but when 
they stop, it is completely quiet. Then they both think they hear something, probably Cecil, 
and holler at him; but again, it is completely silent. Finally, they hear the soft swish of 
someone wearing cotton pants as they walk, but the person does not speak to them. 

5. How does Scout’s role as the narrator affect the reader’s sense of the attack on the 
children?

 Scout’s costume prevents her from seeing what is happening, being able to escape, and 
therefore, increasing her sense of disorientation and helplessness, which in turn increases 
the suspense for the reader. Because she cannot see, she is only able to describe the attack for 
the reader based on what she hears and feels fi rsthand. If this incident were told in the third 
person, the reader would know who attacks the children and who saves them.

6. How does Scout realize that Aunt Alexandra really does love her and accept her for who 
she is?

 Although Aunt Alexandra calls her “darling” two times (p. 264), the act that makes Scout 
realize Aunt Alexandra loves her is that she gives Scout her overalls to put on once she gets 
out of the costume. Aunt Alexandra hates Scout’s overalls more than anything, because in 
Alexandra’s mind, only boys should wear overalls. However, Scout sees the overalls as a 
representation of who she is—a tomboy.

7. How does Atticus show his own innocence when talking to Heck Tate?

 Atticus says that he has no idea who would harm his children like this. However, it is obvious 
to the reader that the person who attacked his children is Bob Ewell.

8. What clues does Lee give the reader about Ewell’s death? What conclusions can the 
reader draw from these clues?

 Lee says that Ewell has a kitchen knife stuck in his ribs, and Scout notes that a countryman 
is standing in the corner of Jem’s bedroom whom Scout assumes is the man that saved them.

 Note to Teacher: The students may draw various conclusions from these clues, ranging from 
the countryman being a Cunningham, who killed Ewell, to Jem fi nding a knife that he used to 
kill Ewell.
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Chapter 29

1. Why does Aunt Alexandra feel responsible for what happened?

 She remembers that she had the premonition that something bad was going to happen, but 
she dismissed it. If she had paid attention to her feeling, then she would have been able to 
prevent the attack by going to the play with the children or by having Atticus drive them to 
and from the school.

2. What clues does Lee give the reader about how Atticus feels? What do Atticus’ 
comments tell the reader about his beliefs?

 Lee gives the reader several clues that Atticus feels guilty for allowing his children to be 
attacked by Bob Ewell. He says he always plays his radio too loud, implying that if he played 
it softer he would have heard his children screaming. He also comments on how Scout’s 
costume is completely destroyed. Atticus then says he cannot understand anyone harming a 
child. He is trying to reconcile his belief in the inherent goodness of all people with Ewell’s 
evilness. He feels guilty, because he knows that his blindness to Ewell’s threats almost cost his 
children their lives.

3. What clues does Lee give Scout so she can realize who the countryman really is?

 Lee has Scout notice the man’s sickly white hands; his face as white as his hands; his delicate 
temples; his gray, colorless eyes; and his thin, feathery hair. Scout draws the conclusion that 
the person has never spent time outside.

4. What is the symbolism of Scout’s reference to Arthur Radley’s feathery hair?

 The reference to feathers symbolizes the innocence of Radley, which would have been 
destroyed if he had to face a public trial—just like the innocence of a mockingbird being 
killed.

Chapter 30

1. What does Scout mean when she says, “…then I understood. The livingroom lights 
were awfully strong?” (p. 271)

 Scout assumes that Boo prefers being in the dark since he never goes outside. She supports 
Atticus’ decision to go to the porch by leading Boo to the rocking chair in the darkest part of 
the porch.
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2. How does Lee help Scout see Boo Radley as a human being rather than the monster that 
she and Jem had always considered him?

 Lee has several of the adults in the room treat Boo as a normal human being, thus 
demystifying Boo for Scout. For example, Atticus introduces Scout to Arthur (Boo) as he 
would any other human being. Then Dr. Reynolds says hello to Arthur as if he frequently 
visits the Radley house. Dr Reynolds’ acknowledgement of Arthur makes Scout realize that 
Boo probably gets sick just like everyone else does. 

3. Why does Heck Tate want to cover up the real cause of Ewell’s death? How does Atticus 
misinterpret this?

 Heck wants to say that Ewell fell on his own knife, because Tate does not want to go to court 
to prove that Ewell was killed in order to protect the children. Atticus assumes that Tate 
wants to protect Jem from having to go to court, but Tate is not protecting Jem.

4. What does Atticus’ refusal to avoid a trial for Jem show about his character?

 Atticus will not bend the law, even for his own child. As he said in his summation at the trial, 
the judicial process is the great equalizer.He believes in justice for all, including his own son. 

5. Briefl y discuss Scout’s reference to the mockingbird when Atticus asks if she 
understands Tate’s decision.

 Scout is comparing Arthur Radley to a mockingbird. Arthur is truly innocent, like the 
mockingbird, and even though any jury would fi nd him innocent of murder, making Arthur 
go through a highly publicized trial would kill him emotionally, just like shooting a 
mockingbird.

6. Why is Tate so adamant about protecting Arthur Radley? How does Lee show the reader 
Tate’s intent?

 Tate knows that he did not protect Tom Robinson from the evil of Ewell’s accusations, so he 
believes that Ewell got his just reward by dying when he tried to kill Atticus’ children. Tate 
wants to stand up and do the right thing this time by protecting Arthur from the publicity, as 
seen in his statement, “…let the dead bury the dead.…” (p. 276) 

7. Which character learns the most about human nature in this chapter?

 Note to Teacher: Answers may vary to this question. Some students may say that Atticus 
learns the most because he realizes that there are some times when it is best to bend the law. 
Although he had told Scout this early in the story when explaining why the Ewell children 
did not have to attend school, he did not really agree with this view until tonight. Other 
students may say that Scout learned the most, because she understands more clearly than her 
father does why Tate is so adamant about reporting Ewell’s death as self-infl icted. 
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Chapter 31

1. What is the signifi cance of Scout’s guiding Arthur Radley through the house and then to 
his own home?

 Scout has fi nally realized the importance of being a Southern lady and kind hostess. As she 
stands on the Radleys’ porch, she also understands what it really means to see the world 
through someone else’s eyes; she sees herself and Jem running to meet their father each day, 
all the neighbors going about their daily business, a boy carrying a fi shing pole, two children 
shivering in front of his house on a cold winter night, etc. 

2. What does Scout mean when she says, “Autumn again, and Boo’s children needed him?” 
(p. 279)

 Scout knows how much Arthur cares about her and Jem. Arthur does not have any children of 
his own, but he has watched Scout and Jem grow up. When Arthur saw them being attacked 
by Bob Ewell, he acted as if he were their father—he risked his life to protect them, knowing 
that he could possibly be taken to jail or court if he hurt Ewell.

3. Why does Lee have Atticus read The Gray Ghost to Scout?

 Lee uses The Gray Ghost to review the events in Scout’s life over the past year—Scout and The Gray Ghost to review the events in Scout’s life over the past year—Scout and The Gray Ghost
Jem thought of Boo Radley as a madman because they never saw him, just like the people 
thought Stoner’s Boy was causing the trouble in The Gray Ghost. However, once Scout met 
Arthur, she realized that he was a very kind person, just like the characters who met Stoner’s 
Boy in The Gray Ghost.

 Lee also uses the book as a way for Scout to explain to Atticus that she was not scared while 
Ewell was attacking them. She did not get scared until she had to tell the story to Heck Tate, 
just like getting scared when reading a book.

4. What is the signifi cance of Atticus putting Scout to bed after she falls asleep in Jem’s 
room?

 By having Atticus undress Scout and put her to bed, Lee is reminding the reader that Scout is 
just a little girl. Even though she has learned quite a lot about human nature, Scout is still a 
child.
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Chapter 1

1.  What narrative point of view does Harper Lee use to begin the story?

2. What can the reader expect to learn from this narrative point of view?

3.  What is the setting of the story? How does Harper Lee use this setting to set the tone?

4.  Why does Jem tell Scout (the narrator) not to ask Dill about his father? What can the 
reader infer about Jem and Scout’s relationship from this exchange?

5.  Briefl y describe how the Radleys are different from the other people in Maycomb.
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6.  Why does Jem take three days to accept Dill’s dare and go up to the Radleys’ home? 
What theme is Lee introducing with Jem’s response to Dill’s dare?

7.  What does Harper Lee mean by calling Miss Stephanie Crawford, “a neighborhood 
scold?” (p. 11)

8.  From the beginning of the story, the narrator refl ects on events of the past. How is this 
evident to the reader, and how may it affect suspense and story development?

9.  What is the fi rst event that Lee uses to begin building suspense in the story?

10.  Briefl y describe Boo Radley. What purpose does Boo serve in this story? 

11.  What is the allusion that Lee makes in the following passage? 

   There was no hurry, for there was nowhere to go, nothing to buy and no 
money to buy it with, nothing to see outside the boundaries of Maycomb 
County. But it was a time of vague optimism for some of the people: Maycomb 
County had recently been told that it had nothing to fear but fear itself. 

  (pp. 5–6)
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Chapter 2

1.  Why does Miss Caroline hit Scout with the ruler?

2.  Is Scout’s fi rst day of school what she expected? Why or why not?

3.  How does Harper Lee use the school setting to give the reader important exposition 
about Southern culture?

4.  How does Harper Lee show that Miss Caroline is not familiar with Maycomb customs?

5.  What could be Lee’s motivation for having Miss Caroline come from another county 
rather than from Maycomb?

6.  How does Lee create sympathy for Miss Caroline at the end of the chapter?

7.  Describe Lee’s use of humor as Jem tries to explain Miss Caroline’s teaching theories to 
Scout.
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Chapter 3

1.  Why does Jem invite Walter to dinner? What social issue does Lee introduce with the 
character of Walter Cunningham?

2.  What does Atticus mean when he says to Scout, “—until you climb into his skin and 
walk around in it?” (p. 30)

3.  Compare and contrast Walter Cunningham and Burris Ewell. What is Lee illustrating 
with the differences in these two characters?

4.  Why does Atticus not want Scout to tell Miss Caroline about their compromise? What 
does this indicate about Atticus’ character?

5.  The reader learns that Scout and Jem’s mother is dead, and they have an African-
American housekeeper named Calpurnia. What signifi cance does Calpurnia have for the 
plot? 

6.  Although Scout does not learn anything academic on the fi rst day of school, she has 
several opportunities to learn about human nature, social customs, and relationships. 
Briefl y describe some of the non-academic lessons Scout learns on the fi rst day of 
school.
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Chapter 4

1.  Briefl y describe the symbolism of Scout’s nickname and how it is appropriate. 

2.  What does Jem’s response to Scout’s chewing the gum tell the reader about his feelings 
for her?

3.  What is Lee’s intent by having Scout say:

  “…As for me, I knew nothing except what I gathered from Time magazine and 
reading everything I could lay hands on at home, but as I inched sluggishly 
along the treadmill of the Maycomb County school system, I could not help 
receiving the impression that I was being cheated out of something. Out of 
what I knew not, yet I did not believe that twelve years of unrelieved boredom 
was exactly what the state had in mind for me.” (pp. 32–33)

4.  What do Scout’s reasons for wanting to stop the game foreshadow?

5.  What literary device is Lee using in the following quotation?

  “…some tinfoil was sticking in a knot hole just above my eye level, winking at 
me in the afternoon sun.” (p. 33) 

6.  What can the reader infer from the two Indian head pennies? 

7.  What character trait do Jem and Scout illustrate with their ambivalence about taking the 
pennies?
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Chapter 5

1.  What emotion is Scout really displaying in the following passage? What does Lee show 
about Scout’s character through this passage?

  …Dill was becoming something of a trial anyway, following Jem about. He had 
asked me earlier in the summer to marry him, then he promptly forgot about 
it. He staked me out, marked as his property, said I was the only girl he would 
ever love, then he neglected me. I beat him up twice but it did no good, he 
only grew closer to Jem. (p. 41)

2.  How does Scout’s conversation with Miss Maudie develop the reader’s sympathy for 
Arthur (Boo) Radley?

3.  How does Lee use humor to discredit Miss Stephanie’s stories about Boo?

4.  Why is Atticus angry with Jem, Scout, and Dill?

5.  Based on Atticus’ conversations with the children, briefl y describe his attitude toward 
the Radleys. What conclusions can the reader infer about Atticus’ character?

6.  What are specifi c examples that the children are not paying attention to Atticus’ advice 
about their actions toward other people? What makes these actions more acceptable 
from children than if they had been done by adults?
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Chapter 6 

1.  When Scout becomes suspicious of Dill’s suggestion to go for a walk, how do the boys’ 
respond? 

2.  What examples does Lee use to show that Scout does not act like a proper, Southern 
young lady?

3.  How does Lee use light and darkness to create suspense in this chapter? 

4.  How does Lee illustrate racism in the following passage?

   Mr. Radley shot at a Negro in his collard patch.…Shot in the air. Scared 
him pale, though. Says if anybody sees a white nigger around, that’s the one. 
Says he’s got the other barrel waitin’ for the next sound he hears in that patch, 
an’ next time he wo not aim high, be it dog, nigger, or … (p. 55)

5.  Describe Scout’s internal confl ict when Jem decides to go get his pants.

6.  What does Scout mean when she says, “It was then, I suppose, that Jem and I fi rst began 
to part company?” (p. 56) What could Lee’s purpose be for having Scout say this? 
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Chapter 7

1.  What does Scout mean when she says, “I tried to climb in Jem’s skin and walk around in 
it….” (p. 57), and what is signifi cant about her saying this?

2.  What makes second grade better than fi rst grade for Scout?

3.  What is ironic about Jem’s telling Scout about the pants on this specifi c day? 

4.  What does the reader learn about Jem’s character in this chapter when he decides to 
write a letter?

5.  Why does Lee periodically have Jem and Scout fi nd something in the tree? 

6.  What did Atticus mean when he told Scout to delete the adjective and she would have 
the facts? Why does Lee include this conversation in the book?

7.  What does Lee accomplish by having Jem ask Nathan Radley about the cement in the 
knot hole?

8.  What does Jem’s reticence to cry in front of Scout foreshadow?
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Chapter 8

1.  What is ironic about Mr. Avery’s allusion to the Rosetta Stone? How does Scout show 
that she does not know Mr. Avery’s purpose for using this allusion?

2.  After seeing the snowman that the children built, Atticus praises Jem in an unusual way 
by saying that he’s “…perpetrated a near libel.…” (p. 67) What does Atticus mean?

3.  What could Lee be foreshadowing with the unusual weather? 

4.  Explain the irony of Calpurnia’s telling Atticus that she will be warmer in her own house 
than in their house on the night of the snowstorm. What could Lee mean by having 
Calpurnia say this? 

5.  Why does Atticus start to get angry at the children after the fi re?

6.  What can the reader infer from Jem’s reaction to Atticus’ request for him to get the 
wrapping paper out of the pantry?

7.  What does the blanket symbolize?

8.  How does Lee use Miss Maudie’s conversation with Jem and Scout the morning after the 
fi re to illustrate the theme of racism?
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Chapter 9

1.  How does Lee use Scout’s innocence as a vehicle to explain Atticus’ attitude toward 
African-Americans?

2.  How does Lee use humor when Atticus talks to Scout about saying “nigger?” (p. 74) 
What is the effect of this humor?

3.  How does the allusion to the Missouri Compromise (p. 76) help explain Maycomb’s 
attitude toward the Civil War?

4.  How might the reader’s impression of Aunt Alexandra be different if Lee had written the 
story in third person?

5.  What does the reader learn about Dill in this chapter? Why does Lee mention this?
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6.  How does Lee create sympathy for Scout in this chapter?

7.  What can the reader infer about Lee’s purpose for introducing Uncle Jack in this 
chapter? 

8.  How can the reader see Scout change during this chapter?

9.  What suspense does Lee create for the reader in this chapter?

10.  At the end of the chapter, Atticus tells Jack that Judge Taylor assigned the Robinson case 
to Atticus. How might this impact the reader’s impression of Atticus?

11.  What upsets the children the most about Atticus taking on the Robinson case? What is 
Lee’s purpose for having the children hear the community’s attitude toward Atticus?
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Chapter 10

1.  Briefl y describe Atticus’ character.

2.  In the following quotation, what is the meaning of “tooth and nail,” and what type of 
literary expression is this?

  “I would not fi ght publicly for Atticus, but the family was private ground. I 
would fi ght anyone from a third cousin upwards tooth and nail.” (p. 90)

3.  According to Scout’s narrative, what is the children’s impression of Atticus? 

4.  How does Lee occasionally offer the reader an adult perspective of Scout’s narrative?

5.  How does the children’s picture of Tim Johnson compare with Calpurnia’s description of 
the dog when she calls Mr. Finch and Miss Eula May? Why does Lee include this event 
in the story?
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6.  How does Lee use Calpurnia’s actions in dealing with Tim Johnson to show the subtle 
discrimination prevalent in small Southern towns?

7.  What did the children learn about Atticus as a result of their sighting of Tim Johnson? 

8.  What character trait does Lee reinforce by having Atticus shoot the dog, tell the children 
to stay away from the dog’s body, and then return to the offi ce? How did it affect their 
opinion of Atticus?

9.  How does Lee introduce the signifi cance of the book’s title? What does it symbolize? 

10. What does Jem mean about Atticus being a gentleman like him? What change does this 
illustrate about Jem?
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Chapter 11

1.  What is Lee’s purpose for introducing Mrs. Dubose? 

2.  Why does Jem destroy Mrs. Dubose’ camellia bushes?

3.  How does the reader benefi t from Scout telling the story about Mrs. Dubose as an adult 
looking back at her childhood? 

4.  What is the purpose of Scout’s allusion to Dixie Howell? (p. 103)

5.  What humor does Lee use to lighten Atticus’ discussion with Jem about reading to Mrs. 
Dubose?

6. What does Lee show about Atticus’ character when Scout asks him the meaning of 
“nigger-lover?” (p. 108)

7. How does Atticus use Mrs. Dubose’s death to teach the children about courage?

8. How does Atticus’ defi nition of courage foreshadow upcoming events?
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Part One Summary

1. Briefl y describe Scout’s character development in this part of the book. 

2. How does Scout’s role as narrator affect the reader’s understanding of the story?

3. What is Lee’s purpose for including Boo Radley in the story since the reader has not 
 seen him?

4. How does Lee use the setting of Maycomb, Alabama to emphasize the themes of 
 the story?

5. How has Jem’s attitude about courage changed from the beginning of the story?

6. Is Atticus an example of a static or dynamic character? Explain your answer.

7. What is the signifi cance of Boo Radley’s nickname?
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Chapter 12

1. Why is Scout so surprised when Jem says, “It’s time you started bein’ a girl and acting 
right…?” (p. 115) What is Lee’s purpose for having Jem say this?

2. What literary devices is Lee using when she has Scout describe Atticus’ trip to 
Montgomery by saying, “…The Governor was eager to scrape a few barnacles off the 
ship of state; there were sit-down strikes in Birmingham; bread lines in the cities grew 
longer, people in the country grew poorer…?” (p. 118) Why are these statements 
signifi cant?

3. Why is Calpurnia so concerned about the children’s appearance when she takes them to 
First Purchase?

4. Why does Lee introduce the character of Lula into the story?

5. Why does Calpurnia speak differently at First Purchase than she does with the children 
in their home? What is Lee illustrating with this switch and Scout’s questions about it?

6. How does Lee use the children’s experience at First Purchase to show the similarities 
and differences between the African-American and the white religious communities?

7. What is the signifi cance of Calpurnia’s description of learning to read? How does this 
affect Scout?
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Chapter 13

1. Why did Aunt Alexandra come to stay with Atticus, Jem, and Scout? What does her 
arrival tell the reader and the people of Maycomb about her relationship with Atticus? 

2. What does Atticus mean when he says, “I cannot stay here with you all day, and this 
summer’s going to be a hot one?” (p. 128)

3. How does Lee use humor to show that she does not approve of using family heritage as 
a way to judge people? How is this signifi cant to the character of Aunt Alexandra?

4. What type of literary device is the following quotation? What does Scout mean?

  “Aunt Alexandra fi tted into the world of Maycomb like a hand into a glove, 
but never into the world of Jem and me.” (pp. 131 –132)

5. Briefl y describe the impact of Scout’s role as narrator as she describes Aunt Alexandra’s 
explanation of cousin Lily Brook’s book about Joshua S. St. Clair. 

6. Why did the children feel so isolated and upset when Atticus asked them to listen to 
Aunt Alexandra’s explanations of the signifi cance of being a Finch.

7. What does Scout mean when she says, “I know now what he was trying to do, but 
Atticus was only a man. It takes a woman to do that kind of work.” (p. 134)
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Chapter 14

1. Describe how Atticus’ and Aunt Alexandra’s reactions to Scout and Jem visiting 
Calpurnia’s church refl ect their attitudes toward African-Americans.

2.  What does Scout mean when she says, “I felt the starched walls of a pink penitentiary 
closing in on me, and for the second time in my life I thought of running away. 
Immediately.” (p. 136) How is this statement ironic?

3. Give two examples of Jem’s increasing maturity, and explain each example along with 
Scout’s response.

4.  Why did Dill really run away? How does Lee use Dill’s explanation to create sympathy 
for him?

5.  If Dill were the narrator, how might he respond to Aunt Alexandra’s attention? How 
does his relationship with his mother and step-father affect his possible response to 
Aunt Alexandra?

6.  What can the reader infer from Scout’s question about Boo Radley running away and 
Dill’s response?
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Chapter 15

1. Why does Jem call out to Atticus that the phone was ringing? What is Lee’s purpose in 
adding this to the story?

2. How does Lee create suspense leading up to the confrontation at the jailhouse?

3. What is the signifi cance of Lee’s use of light and dark in this chapter?

4. What does the man mean when he says that they “…Called ‘em off on a snipe hunt…?” 
(p. 151) How does this affect Atticus?

5. What is Lee’s purpose for having Scout jump into the circle of men unexpectedly at the 
jail?
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6. What does Jem’s refusal to obey Atticus indicate with respect to Jem’s character?

7. What aspects of Scout’s character does Lee draw on to disperse the lynch mob outside 
the jail? 

8. By talking to Walter Cunningham as she did, what lesson does Scout show Atticus that 
she has learned? 

9. What is surprising about Mr. Underwood’s comments from the dark?
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Chapter 16

1. Explain the signifi cance of Scout comparing Atticus in front of the jail to Atticus, “…
standing in the middle of an empty waiting street, pushing up his glasses.” (p. 156)

2. Why does Aunt Alexandra get upset with Atticus for talking about Mr. Underwood in 
front of Calpurnia? What does this show about Aunt Alexandra’s character?

3. What does Atticus’ comment that Calpurnia “…knows what she means to this family” 
(p. 157) show about his own prejudices? 

4. Why does Lee have Aunt Alexandra confi ne the children to the yard?

5. Briefl y describe the atmosphere in town the day of the trial. What clues does Lee give 
the reader about the atmosphere?

6. What does Lee illustrate with Jem’s explanation of Mr. Dolphus Raymond’s behavior?
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Chapter 17

1. Describe the impression that Tate gives the reader through his recount of the event and 
Atticus’ cross-examination. What conclusion can the reader draw about Lee’s purpose 
for Tate’s testimony?

2. What is the signifi cance of Bob Ewell’s legal name?

3. What can the reader infer from Atticus’ emphasis on the location of Mayella’s injuries 
and Bob Ewell’s dominant hand? 

4. What literary device does Lee use in referring to Bob Ewell as “…a little bantam cock of 
a man…strutted to the stand…?” (pp. 169–170)

5. What is the irony about Bob Ewell’s response to Mr. Gilmer’s question about being 
ambidextrous?

6. Compare Jem’s and Scout’s attitudes at the end of this chapter regarding the progress 
of the trial. What do their attitudes tell the reader about their understanding of race 
relations in Maycomb?

7. What is Lee’s purpose in having the Ewell family accuse Tom Robinson of rape?
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Chapter 18

1. How does Scout’s initial description of Mayella Ewell show Scout’s character growth?

2. Identify several elements that Lee uses to create suspense during Mayella’s testimony.

3. How does Lee create sympathy for Mayella? 

4. How does Lee create confl ict for the reader with respect to seeing Mayella as a 
sympathetic character by the end of her testimony?

5. How does Scout’s description of Atticus after cross-examining Mayella illustrate his 
consistent character?

6. Why does Atticus ask Tom to stand up?
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Chapter 19

1. Why does Lee begin this chapter with a description of Tom trying to take the oath in 
 the trial?

2. Why does Atticus ask Tom about previously being in trouble with the law?

3. What does Lee illustrate with Scout’s pity for Mayella?

4. What is the signifi cance of Tom Robinson admitting that he felt sorry for Mayella? How 
does Mr. Gilmer further emphasize Tom’s error?

5. What does Tom mean when he says, “…it were not safe for any nigger to be in a—fi x 
like that?” (p. 198)
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6. What is the implication of Mr. Gilmer calling Tom a boy? Why is Dill the one who gets 
upset by these references?

7. What does Scout mean when she says that Atticus is, “…the same in the courtroom as 
he is on the public streets?” (p. 199)

8. Why does Lee have Link Deas interrupt the trial?

9. What is the symbolism of the courthouse lights in the following passage?

  “This time Judge Taylor’s gavel came down with a bang, and as it did the 
overhead lights went on in the courtroom.” (p. 194)

10. What does Dolphus Raymond’s comment foreshadow at the end of this chapter?
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Chapter 20

1. What is Lee’s purpose for inserting Raymond’s conversation with Scout and Dill in the 
middle of the drama of the trial?

2. Why does Raymond constantly carry a brown bag with Coca-Cola in it? What does the 
bag represent?

3. Why did Atticus remove his coat, loosen his tie, and unbutton his vest?

4. What type of literary device does Atticus use when he says, “This case is as simple as 
black and white?” (p. 203) How is Atticus’s choice of words ironic?

5. What was Lee’s purpose in having Atticus’ identify the court as the only place that all 
men are equal?
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Chapter 21

1. What is the signifi cance of Lee’s portrayal of Calpurnia as she comes into the courtroom 
and as she walks home with the children?

2. What literary device does Lee use in the sentence, “If Mr. Finch don’t wear you out, I 
will—get in that house, sir!” (p. 207) What does this sentence illustrate?

3. Compare Scout and Jem’s opinions of the length of the jury deliberations.

4. Why does Reverend Sykes make Scout stand up as her father walks by?
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Chapter 22

1. What is the signifi cance of Aunt Alexandra saying, “I’m sorry, brother…” (p. 212) to 
Atticus?

2. What does Atticus mean when he says, “They’ve done it before and they did it tonight 
and they’ll do it again and when they do it—seems that only children weep?” (p. 213) 
What is signifi cant about Atticus saying the same thing that Mr. Raymond said to Scout 
and Dill? 

3. How does Lee remind the reader of the character of Miss Stephanie, Miss Rachel, and 
Miss Maudie through their comments to children after the trial is over?

4. What does Miss Maudie mean when she says, “There are some men in this world who 
were born to do our unpleasant jobs…?” (p. 215)

5. Why does Lee use Miss Maudie to explain Atticus’ role in the community?

6. What does Bob Ewell’s confrontation with Atticus foreshadow?
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Chapter 23

1. Describe how Atticus’ response to Ewell’s threat is consistent with his character.

2. What does Jem misunderstand about the length of the jury’s deliberations? What is the 
signifi cance of this jury’s deliberations and the effect they have on Jem?

3. Why does Lee select a Cunningham to be the juror who cast the not-guilty votes?

4. How does Lee use humor to change the tone of Atticus’ conversation with the children 
about the jury’s verdict?

5. Describe how Aunt Alexandra’s response to Scout’s comment about Walter Cunningham 
is consistent with her character. 

6. What evidence of Jem’s increasing maturity does Lee include in this chapter?
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Chapter 24

1. Explain the satire that Lee uses in this chapter.

2. Explain the irony of Mrs. Merriweather’s comments about getting the preacher to help 
“…her lead a Christian life for those children from here on out.” (p. 231) 

3. Why does Miss Maudie get so angry at Mrs. Merriweather?

4. What is Lee alluding to when Mrs. Merriweather says, “Mrs. Roosevelt’s lost her mind—
just plain lost her mind coming down to Birmingham and tryin’ to sit with ’em.…” 

 (p. 234)

5. What does Mrs. Merriweather mean when she says, “It’s never entered that wool of hers 
that the only reason I keep her is because this depression’s on…?” (p. 233)

6. How does Aunt Alexandra’s reaction to Tom’s death mirror Jem’s distress after the trial?

7. How do Aunt Alexandra, Miss Maudie, and Scout follow Atticus’ example by returning 
to the missionary circle? Why is this so signifi cant for Scout?

8. What literary device does Lee use when Scout is describing how she pumped the organ 
in the chapel at Finch’s Landing? What is Scout’s purpose for this description?
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Chapter 25

1. What is the signifi cance of Jem’s reaction to Scout when she starts to kill the roly-poly?

2. What does Lee show through Maycomb’s lack of concern about Tom’s death?

3. What can the reader infer about Lee’s use of “…the senseless slaughter of songbirds…” 
in Underwood’s editorial?

4. When describing her thoughts about Underwood’s editorial, how does Scout show that 
she has not lost all of her childhood innocence, but is beginning to understand the 
implications of racism?

5. How does Lee create suspense at the end of this chapter? What does Ewell’s comment 
foreshadow?



S-32

Chapter 26

1. Briefl y describe the examples that Lee uses in this chapter to show Scout’s continuing 
character development. What does each example illustrate about Scout?

2. What does Scout mean when she says, “…time was playing tricks on…?” her (p. 243)

3. What type of literary device does Lee use in the following statement? 

  Perhaps Atticus was right, but the events of the summer hung over us like 
smoke in a closed room. (p. 243)

4. Why did Jem get so angry at Scout?

5. What is Lee’s purpose for re-introducing Boo Radley in this chapter?
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Chapter 27

1. How does Lee use other Maycomb citizens to build suspense?

2. What is Lee’s purpose for the allusion to the WPA and the Ladies’ Law? What do 
 they signify? 

3. What does Atticus’ reaction to Ewell’s problems with the WPA and Link Deas indicate to 
the reader about Atticus’ character?

4. Briefl y describe Scout’s relationship with Aunt Alexandra at this point in the story.

5. How does Lee use humor to soften the seriousness of the prank that was played on the 
two vulnerable sisters on the previous Halloween? 

6. How does Lee re-create the sense of foreboding at the end of the chapter?



S-34

Chapter 28

1. How does Lee use light and darkness to create the tone at the beginning of this chapter?

2. What is the signifi cance of “…the solitary mocker…in blissful unawareness of whose 
tree he sat in…?” (p. 254)

3. What is Lee’s purpose for having Scout fall asleep backstage while waiting to make her 
entrance?

4. How does Lee increase the level of suspense as the children being walking home?

5. How does Scout’s role as the narrator affect the reader’s sense of the attack on the 
children?

6. How does Scout realize that Aunt Alexandra really does love her and accept her for who 
she is?

7. How does Atticus show his own innocence when talking to Heck Tate?

8. What clues does Lee give the reader about Ewell’s death? What conclusions can the 
reader draw from these clues?
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Chapter 29

1. Why does Aunt Alexandra feel responsible for what happened?

2. What clues does Lee give the reader about how Atticus feels? What do Atticus’ 
comments tell the reader about his beliefs?

3. What clues does Lee give Scout so she can realize who the countryman really is?

4. What is the symbolism of Scout’s reference to Arthur Radley’s feathery hair?
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Chapter 30

1. What does Scout mean when she says, “…then I understood. The livingroom lights 
were awfully strong?” (p. 271)

2. How does Lee help Scout see Boo Radley as a human being rather than the monster that 
she and Jem had always considered him?

3. Why does Heck Tate want to cover up the real cause of Ewell’s death? How does Atticus 
misinterpret this?

4. What does Atticus’ refusal to avoid a trial for Jem show about his character?

5. Briefl y discuss Scout’s reference to the mockingbird when Atticus asks if she 
understands Tate’s decision.

6. Why is Tate so adamant about protecting Arthur Radley? How does Lee show the reader 
Tate’s intent?

7. Which character learns the most about human nature in this chapter?
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Chapter 31

1. What is the signifi cance of Scout’s guiding Arthur Radley through the house and then to 
his own home?

2. What does Scout mean when she says, “Autumn again, and Boo’s children needed him?” 
(p. 279)

3. Why does Lee have Atticus read The Gray Ghost to Scout?

4. What is the signifi cance of Atticus putting Scout to bed after she falls asleep in Jem’s 
room?
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