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Pride and Prejudice
Objectives

By the end of this unit, the student will be able to:

trace the development of the relationship between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy.1.	

analyze different attitudes and expectations associated with marriage. 2.	

explore the themes of pride and prejudice and the danger of first impressions as they 3.	
apply to Elizabeth, Mr. Darcy, Jane, Mr. Wickham, and other characters. 

discuss the novel as a critical commentary on the rigidity of the social class system in 4.	
Regency England. 

describe and evaluate the choices Austen’s characters are faced with and the decisions 5.	
they make based on their social surroundings. 

discuss the novel as a critical commentary on female education and the unfairness of 6.	
property inheritance laws in the nineteenth century.

examine the language of 7.	 Pride and Prejudice and analyze the impact Austen’s irony and 
sarcasm have on the reader. 

trace rules and expectations of social decorum and analyze how the novel complicates 8.	
nineteenth-century notions of propriety.

analyze the effect Austen’s use of free indirect discourse has on the reader.9.	

explain and analyze different perspectives on the idea of transgression presented by the 10.	
novel. 

respond to writing prompts similar to those that will appear on the Advanced Placement 11.	
in English Literature and Composition exam.

respond to multiple-choice questions similar to those that will appear on the Advanced 12.	
Placement in English Literature and Composition exam.

offer a close reading of 13.	 Pride and Prejudice and support all assertions and interpretations 
with direct evidence from the text, from authoritative critical knowledge of the genre, or 
from authoritative criticism of the novel.
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Pride and Prejudice
Background Information

England during the Regency Period

Jane Austen’s novels were published during England’s Regency period, which lasted from 
1810 until 1820. In 1810, when England’s monarch King George III was deemed incompetent 
to rule the country because of an ongoing struggle with mental illness, his son, George 
Augustus Frederick, who later became George IV, was established by Parliament as Prince 
Regent and took over the leadership of the kingdom on behalf of his father. The Prince 
Regent reigned as a quasi-king until 1820, when George III died, and the Prince Regent was 
officially crowned King George IV. 

During the Regency period, the English middle class gained considerable prestige and 
social status. As a result of the Industrial Revolution, the English economy had expanded 
profitably since approximately 1750 due to an increase in manufacturing and commerce. 
Profits from an expanding colonial system likewise benefited middle-class businessmen and 
investors. Consequently, many middle-class merchants and professionals had experienced 
a sharp increase in wealth and, by the beginning of the nineteenth century, had established 
themselves as members of the upper class. Eager to improve not only their monetary 
standing but their social status and reputation within English society as well, these newly 
rich members of the upper class strived to align themselves with England’s landed aristocracy. 
Many purchased estates and country homes that rivaled aristocratic mansions in splendor and 
luxury. Although these new-money upper class families, known as the landed gentry, did not 
hold hereditary titles, they commonly considered themselves to be on the same social level as 
the traditional landed aristocracy due to their wealth and possessions.

Austen’s novels take place almost exclusively within the privileged circle of England’s landed 
gentry and aristocracy. Historically, it is important to bear in mind that less than two percent 
of England’s population enjoyed the social status and lifestyle of the upper classes. Most of 
England’s population was composed of modest middle-class families, workers, housekeepers, 
servants, soldiers, etc. While the industrial revolution had enabled a small fraction of middle-
class businessmen to become wealthy and move into the upper class, many Englishmen 
were suffering from the ramifications of the economic changes that were taking place. 
Technological advances led to increased mechanization in the workplace. Machines were 
replacing manual labor and laying off workers. Unemployment was rampant among England’s 
working classes, leading to starvation and poverty for many families and causing workers’ 
riots and social unrest. Politically, few citizens had the right to participate in government, and 
rich landowners dominated Parliamentary elections and political decisions. 
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Another political development that heavily influenced English society during the Regency 
period is only marginally referred to in Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. Following the French 
Revolution in 1789, the relationship between England and France quickly deteriorated. While 
many Englishmen had originally been sympathetic to the ideals of brotherhood, equality, and 
freedom championed during the early days of the French Revolution, France’s deterioration 
into a state of chaos, known as the Reign of Terror, when rivalry between different factions 
in French society led to violence and mass executions, caused disapproval and fear among 
the English. In the late 1790s, Napoleon had established a totalitarian regime in France, and 
in 1804, he crowned himself “Emperor of France.” One year earlier, in 1803, a war between 
England and France broke out that lasted until 1814 and put a severe strain on England’s 
economy. Austen’s references to the war and the military are vague: she allows the military 
to play a significant role in Pride and Prejudice, but she shies away from offering any political 
commentary related directly to the war. 

The Industrial Revolution and Changes in England’s Social Class Structure

Between approximately 1750 and 1830, the Industrial Revolution transformed England and 
Europe from an agricultural society to an industrial, capitalist economy. Increases in food 
production, accelerated by the practice of land enclosure, led to technological innovations in 
the workplace. Advancements in the mechanization of cotton and textile production and the 
development of the steam engine as well as the expansion of the railroad and canal system 
helped England become part of a global economy. 

The Industrial Revolution had far-reaching effects on social class and family structures. 
England witnessed the rise of a middle class that could develop wealth and status 
independent of aristocratic origins. Many of these “new-money,” middle-class families 
aspired to become members of the upper class. They purchased land, settled in elaborate and 
luxurious country mansions, and became known as the landed gentry.

The Industrial Revolution also brought about a sharp and steady increase in England’s 
population. Factories developed around quickly growing urban centers, and workers moved 
from rural areas into the cities. Living space in the city quickly became scarce, and living 
conditions for the working classes were often deplorable. Child labor became a common 
practice in urban factories. 

By the nineteenth century, a social class system consisting of three distinctive groups had 
established itself in England:

The working class consisted of agricultural workers, factory workers, mine workers, maids, 
servants, housekeepers, soldiers, etc.

The middle class consisted of merchants and professionals as well as business owners.
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The upper class consisted of the old hereditary aristocracy and the new landed gentry, who 
had come into money through commercial enterprise and ascended from the middle class. 
Members of the upper class did not work and frequently employed farmers to work their 
land. During Austen’s time, the upper class controlled England’s politics. 

In Pride and Prejudice, Mr. Darcy is a representative of the hereditary aristocracy. He is a 
wealthy landowner who does not have to work for a living. He employs workers to farm 
his land, and families living in the area surrounding his estate depend on his patronage. 
The Bingleys represent the new landed gentry. Mr. Bingley’s father was able to acquire a 
considerable amount of wealth through trade. He gave up his business and moved his family 
into the country. Mr. Bingley and his sisters are now considered to be members of the upper 
class. The Bennets own land, but they are a middle-class family.

Women, Patriarchy, and Property Rights

During the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, women in England had few legal rights. For 
most of their lives, they depended on the men in their lives—first their fathers and brothers, 
then their husbands—for protection and survival. Women could not own property. They were 
considered to be the property of men, hence depending on their fathers to “give them away” 
into a lucrative marriage union. After a father’s death, his land and possessions often passed 
to a male heir (either a son or another male relative), leaving his wife and daughters entirely 
at the mercy of other male family members. Female preoccupation with marriage, such as 
Mrs. Bennet’s obsession with finding husbands for all her daughters, was, therefore, not only 
a social preoccupation but a necessity for women who wanted to maintain a comfortable 
lifestyle for themselves and their daughters. In her descriptions of Mrs. Bennet, Jane Austen 
provides significant insights into the lives of women in her time:

She was a woman of mean understanding, little information, and uncertain temper. When she 
was discontented she fancied herself nervous. The business of her life was to get her daughters 
married; its solace was visiting and news. (Vol. I, chapter 2)

Strict inheritance regulations, known as the “entailment” of an estate, determined how 
property would be passed through several generations within a family. In Pride and Prejudice, 
Mr. Bennet’s land and possessions are entailed to his closest male relative. A distant relative, 
Mr. Bennet’s cousin, Mr. Collins, will inherit the family estate after the father’s death. Once 
Mr. Collins inherits the house and land, Mrs. Bennet and her three daughters will be forced to 
find another home. Presumably, had Mr. Bennet had a son, that son would inherit the house 
and land. Austen explains that Mrs. Bennet “continued to rail bitterly against the cruelty 
of settling an estate away from a family of five daughters, in favour of a man whom nobody 
cared anything about.” (Vol. I, chapter 13)
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Not all estates, however, were entailed exclusively through the male line of inheritance. Very 
few exceptions determined that women could inherit the estate from their father or retain 
their husbands’ possessions. In Pride and Prejudice, the rich and influential Lady Catherine De 
Bourgh, the patroness of Rosings Park, stands as a rare example of an independent woman in 
the early nineteenth century. 

Aside from being barred from holding property, women of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries were not allowed to enter into any kind of legal contract or initiate any legal 
actions. In the rare case that a marriage ended in divorce, a woman did not have the right 
to retain any money for herself, even if she initially brought money or possessions into the 
marriage in the form of a dowry. 

The Theme of Social Class and the Lack of Class Mobility

Pride and Prejudice is a novel that describes the rigid class system present in eighteenth-and 
nineteenth-century England. Following the Industrial Revolution, select middle-class families 
had managed to acquire enough wealth in order to buy land and settle on sprawling estates 
in the country. These new members of the upper class, known as the landed gentry, were 
eager to align themselves with the traditional landowning aristocracy and, at the same time, 
distance themselves from those who remained in the middle class and below. Hence, once the 
landed gentry had been established as part of the upper class following the early days of the 
Industrial Revolution, class lines became virtually impermeable, and social mobility was rare. 

Pride and Prejudice presents the conflict that arises when members of the middle class, such 
as the Bennets, mingle socially with members of the upper classes, represented by Mr. Darcy 
and Mr. Bingley. The Bennets are a respectable middle-class family. They own a small amount 
of land, but they must work to cultivate it. They have few servants and limited financial 
resources. Mr. Darcy and Mr. Bingley, on the other hand, do not have to work for a living. 
Mr. Darcy’s hesitation when it comes to admitting his admiration and affection for Elizabeth 
Bennet exemplifies his initial conviction that he could and should never marry a woman 
from a lower social class. The narrator tells us that “Darcy had never been so bewitched by 
any woman as he was by her. He really believed, that were it not for the inferiority of her 
connections, he should be in some danger.” (Vol. I, chapter 10)

Mr. Bingley’s sisters likewise demonstrate the upper-class desire to keep the lines between 
classes firmly in place. When Jane Bennet falls ill while visiting the home of Mr. Bingley, 
Elizabeth hurries to the Bingley estate to see her sister. The reaction and commentary offered 
by the Bingley sisters when Elizabeth arrives on foot and out of breath exemplifies their 
condescending upper-class attitude:

To walk three miles, or four miles, or five miles, or whatever it is, above her ankles in dirt, and 
alone, quite alone! What could she mean by it? It seems to me to shew an abominable sort of 
conceited independence, a most country town indifference to decorum. (Vol. I, chapter 8)
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Clearly, Jane Austen was critical of the social barrier between the middle and upper classes 
(while, at the same time, remaining silent about members of the lower classes). In Pride 
and Prejudice, she ultimately allows her heroine Elizabeth Bennet to break through the class 
barrier and unite in marriage with Mr. Darcy. It is Elizabeth’s superior strength of character, 
her independence, and her sense of dignity that qualify her to win Mr. Darcy’s love and 
become his wife despite her low family connections.

The Theme of Marriage and Family

Pride and Prejudice begins with one of the most famous opening sentences in the history of 
the novel: “It is a truth universally acknowledged that a single man in possession of a good 
fortune, must be in want of a wife.” (Vol. I, chapter 1) These opening lines already introduce 
the novel’s most central theme: marriage. In Austen’s time, marriage was a topic of paramount 
importance to any middle-class family. Mr. and Mrs. Bennet have five daughters, and—due 
to the system of entailment that determines that the Bennet estate will be passed on to the 
closest male heir after Mr. Bennet’s death—their futures depend on their successful union 
with suitable husbands. 

While firmly acknowledging the notion that marriage was a necessity for women in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Pride and Prejudice likewise expresses Austen’s 
disillusionment with the fact that women were, all too often, forced into marital unions 
purely out of financial necessity. Through her heroine Elizabeth Bennet, Austen advocates a 
new ideal of marriage and partnership based on mutual respect and love. In the context of 
the novel, Elizabeth’s unconventional attitude toward love and marriage stands in contrast 
to a more traditional view on marriage, exemplified through the character of Elizabeth’s best 
friend Charlotte Lucas. Like Elizabeth, Charlotte was born into a middle-class family. She 
understands that her financial and social future depends on her marrying a man who can 
provide for her. Charlotte reveals her conservative attitude toward marriage to Elizabeth:

Happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance. If the dispositions of the parties are ever 
so well known to each other, or ever so similar before-hand, it does not advance their felicity 
in the least. They always continue to grow sufficiently unlike afterwards to have their share of 
vexations; and it is better to know as little as possible of the defects of the person with whom you 
are to pass your life. (Vol. I, chapter 6)

Charlotte ultimately agrees to marry Mr. Collins, although she knows that she has little in 
common with her future husband. Financial security is more important to Charlotte than 
romantic fulfillment. 
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Name		

Elizabeth, on the other hand, represents Austen’s progressive attitude toward women and 
marriage. She refuses Mr. Collins’ offer of marriage, even though this union would guarantee 
her financial stability. In a conversation with Charlotte, Elizabeth expresses her personal 
conviction that love and marriage must go hand in hand: “Your plan is a good one,’ replied 
Elizabeth, ‘where nothing is in question but the desire of being well married; and if I were 
determined to get a rich husband, or any husband, I dare say I should adopt it.” (Vol. I, 
chapter 6)

When Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy finally admit their love for one another and agree to get 
married, their marriage promises to be built on mutual trust, respect, and love. The narrator 
explains:

She began now to comprehend that he was exactly the man, who, in disposition and talents, would 
most suit her. His understanding and temper, though unlike her own, would have answered all 
her wishes. It was a union that must have been to the advantage of both. (Vol. III, chapter 8)

The family, marriage, and inheritance concerns clearly take center stage in Pride and Prejudice. 
At the same time, all of the families Austen presents are deeply woven into the fabric of their 
social surroundings. In fact, Netherfield Park, Longbourn, and Meryton form a close-knit 
community in which individuals’ problems and experiences become common social property. 
The world of Pride and Prejudice places the expectations of the social network clearly above 
an individual’s desire for privacy. Families can rarely keep secrets, and one family member’s 
shame quickly leads to the deterioration of the entire family’s reputation. When Lydia Bennet 
and Mr. Wickham unexpectedly leave town together, the Bennet family fears the worst: 
unmarried and without the protection of her family, Lydia risks her virtue and reputation. As 
soon as the Bennets learn that Lydia and Wickham did, indeed, get married, the “good news” 
spreads like wildfire through the small community:  

The good news quickly spread through the house; and with proportionate speed through the 
neighborhood. It was borne in the latter with decent philosophy. To be sure it would have been 
more for the advantage of the conversation, had Miss Lydia Bennet come upon the town; or, as 
the happiest alternative, been secluded from the world, in some distant house. But there was 
much to be talked of, in marrying her; and the good-natured wishes for her well-doing, which 
had proceeded before, from all the spiteful old ladies in Meryton, lost but little of their spirit in 
this change of circumstances, because with such an husband, her misery was considered certain. 
(Vol. III, chapter 8)

With few social activities, the inhabitants of Meryton thrive on the transmission of family 
gossip. Individual privacy is hardly valued within the confines of this community so firmly 
set on propriety, social decorum, and reputation. 
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The Theme of Propriety, Social Decorum, and Reputation

Since the family’s place within society was considered to be of critical importance during the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, an adherence to the laws of propriety, social decorum, 
and reputation determined the ways in which human beings were judged by others. In 
Pride and Prejudice, individual accomplishments and an independent character are of little 
concern when it comes to evaluating a human being’s value. Instead, the ways in which men 
and women are able to live according to the moral standards set forth by their community 
determines the extent to which their friends and neighbors will respect them.

When Lydia Bennet leaves home with Mr. Wickham without consulting her parents, her 
reputation is threatened. Any woman who engaged in any kind of inappropriate behavior 
with a man prior to marriage was considered morally corrupt. Once a woman had lost her 
virtue (virginity, good moral character) in the eyes of her community, she became a social 
outcast. It is only through the generous intervention of Mr. Darcy that Lydia’s reputation can 
be rescued once she has officially married and settled down with Mr. Wickham. 

But it is not only Lydia who jeopardizes her reputation. Even though she does not risk 
the loss of her virtue and, hence, moral reputation, Elizabeth Bennet is a character 
who transgresses social boundaries and violates social expectations. Elizabeth does not 
consider herself to be inferior to members of the upper class simply because she was born 
into a middle-class family. Indeed, Elizabeth is a character who, unlike her community, 
values personal worth and individual character over reputation and social status. Her 
straightforward nature gains the disapproval of the most influential woman of the upper class 
in the novel, Lady Catherine de Bourgh. Lady Catherine is not shy to express her dislike of 
Elizabeth’s character: 

‘Upon my word’, said her Ladyship, ‘you give your opinion very decidedly for so young a 
person’...Lady Catherine seemed quite astonished at not receiving a direct answer; and Elizabeth 
suspected herself to be the first creature who had ever dared to trifle with so much dignified 
impertinence.’ (Vol. II, chapter 6)

Elizabeth places her ability to think rationally and her desire to aspire to a marital union 
grounded in love, rather than financial security alone, above her eagerness to adhere to 
standards of proper social etiquette. When Mr. Collins proposes to Elizabeth, she immediately 
rejects his offer of marriage based on her progressive attitude toward marriage and personal 
happiness. Her rejection, however, comes as a shock to her mother, who believes that 
Elizabeth’s disobedience will jeopardize her reputation. Despite her mother’s objections, 
Elizabeth remains unshaken in her decision to reject Mr. Collins. She explains, “Do not 
consider me now as an elegant female intending to plague you, but as a rational creature 
speaking the truth from her heart.” (Vol. I, chapter 19)
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Within the context of Pride and Prejudice, Mrs. Bennet’s character is most representative of 
the moral expectations that are at the center of the community of Longbourn, Netherfield 
Park, and Meryton. When Elizabeth rejects Mr. Collins’ proposal, her conservative mother 
desperately attempts to rescue her daughter’s reputation. She addresses Mr. Collins with 
promises that she will demand obedience from a headstrong and independent daughter: “’But 
depend upon it, Mr. Collins’, she added, ‘that Lizzy shall be brought to reason. I will speak to 
her about it myself directly. She is a very headstrong foolish girl, and does not know her own 
interest; but I will make her know it.’” (Vol. I, chapter 20)

The Theme of Pride and Prejudice

When Jane Austen began drafting Pride and Prejudice, she originally planned to entitle her 
novel First Impressions. Indeed, first impressions and premature perceptions complicate the 
relationships between characters throughout Austen’s novel. All too often, pride and prejudice 
influence characters’ perceptions of one another. The romantic relationship between Elizabeth 
Bennet and Mr. Darcy, for instance, can only be realized once both characters have set aside 
both pride and prejudice and, instead, formed an opinion of one another based on respect and 
cordial friendship rather than on superficial first impressions. 

Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy both fall into the trap of pride and prejudice when they first meet. 
When Mr. Darcy first enters the Meryton neighborhood, “he was looked at with great 
admiration for about half the evening, till his manners gave a disgust which turned the tide 
of his popularity; for he was discovered to be proud, to be above his company, and above 
being pleased.” (Vol. I, chapter 3) Elizabeth commits an error in judgment when she trusts 
Mr. Wickham and relies on his judgment when it comes to forming an opinion of Mr. Darcy. 
Mr. Wickham falsely creates an unsympathetic image of Mr. Darcy, which makes it difficult 
for Elizabeth to admit that she feels attracted to him: “Almost all his actions may be traced 
to pride;—and pride has often been his best friend.” (Vol. I, chapter 16) Because Elizabeth 
fails to see through Mr. Wickham’s façade, she is willing to trust his judgment and forms a 
negative opinion of Mr. Darcy. 

Once Elizabeth has realized that Darcy is, in fact, a man of honor and dignity, she admits 
having erred when in her judgment of his character. Elizabeth realizes that first impressions 
based on pride and prejudice rarely enable human beings to form a justified opinion of one 
another: “The more I see of the world, the more I am dissatisfied with it; and every day 
confirms my belief of the inconsistency of all human characters, and of the little dependence 
that can be placed on the appearance of either merit or sense.” (Vol. II, chapter 1) According 
to Elizabeth, in order to get know another human being, we must look beneath the surface of 
a person’s character.
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Literary and Narrative Techniques

Elements of Irony

Throughout Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen assumes an ironic tone in order to comment 
on the faults and inadequacies of her characters. Her use of irony likewise enables her to 
gently ridicule the strict social rules and standards she describes without directly and overtly 
criticizing the society she herself lived in. Much of the dialogue within Pride and Prejudice is 
characterized by a tone of irony. For example, when Mr. Bennet interacts with Mrs. Bennet, he 
frequently expresses his sense of intellectual superiority and his capacity for rational thought 
by assuming an ironic tone when conversing with his wife:

‘Mr. Bennet, how can you abuse your own children in such a way? You take delight in vexing me. 
You have no compassion on my poor nerves’. ‘You mistake me, my dear. I have a high respect for 
your nerves. They are my old friends. I have heard you mention them with consideration these 
twenty years at least.’ (Vol. I, chapter 7).

Irony is a literary device that involves a breach between what a writer, speaker, or narrator 
says in a text and what is understood by the reader or by other characters. There are three 
major types of irony used in fiction, poetry, and drama: situational irony, verbal irony, and 
dramatic or tragic irony. 

Situational Irony:
Situational irony occurs when an event that takes place (in a novel, poem, or on stage in a 
play) produces a completely unexpected outcome. 

Verbal Irony:
Verbal irony occurs when a writer, speaker, or narrator uses words to say one thing when he 
or she really means the opposite of what he or she says. One popular form of verbal irony is 
sarcasm. 

Dramatic or Tragic Irony:
Dramatic irony occurs when the words or actions of a character reveal his or her ignorance 
toward a particular situation, while the reader correctly understands the situation. 

Austen incorporates a combination of different ironic elements throughout most of her 
novel. Her famous opening lines, for example, already introduce an atmosphere of irony to 
the reader when the narrator explains that “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a 
single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a wife.” (Vol. I, chapter 1). 
This “universal truth” might apply to the worldview of a character like Mrs. Bennet, but it 
certainly does not apply to all characters. Upper-class males, for example, do not depend on 
marriage for their financial survival and, therefore, do not have to subscribe to the validity of 
this “universal truth.”



12

Pride and Prejudice		  ADVANCED PLACEMENT TEACHING UNIT

		  LITERARY AND NARRATIVE TECHNIQUES

The Alchemist		  TEACHING UNIT

Elements of Satire

Satire is a literary practice closely related to irony. In a satirical text, the writer uses humor 
and wit in order to criticize or ridicule a particular person or group of people. Satires 
cleverly disguise criticism of an intended target by clothing it in humorous language, funny 
characterizations, and sarcasm. Several of the characters in Pride and Prejudice are the targets 
of Austen’s poignant satire. Mrs. Bennet, for example, is a woman with little intellect who 
talks incessantly and embarrasses her family at social gatherings. She is obsessed with finding 
husbands for her daughters and does not shy away from making her (often ridiculous and 
ignorant) opinions known in front of strangers. Austen also satirizes Mr. Collins, a man who 
considers himself to be morally and intellectually superior to his fellow human beings. His 
high opinion of himself often makes him the laughingstock of society. Mr. Collins’ admiration 
of Lady Catherine De Bourgh illustrates that he is intent on aligning himself with the lifestyle 
of the upper classes although he himself lives the modest and uneventful life of a parson.

Free Indirect Discourse

Jane Austen pioneered a narrative style that is known as “free indirect discourse.” Free 
indirect discourse uses a third-person perspective in order to convey ideas and thoughts from 
the point of view of a particular character, usually the heroine. In a passage written in free 
indirect discourse, it is very difficult for the reader to ascertain whether the ideas presented 
in third-person are conveyed objectively by the novel’s narrator of whether they present the 
point of view, thoughts, feelings, reflections of a character the narrator is describing. 

In Volume III, chapter 3 of Pride and Prejudice, Austen employs free indirect discourse in a 
scene that finds Elizabeth at Darcy’s estate Pemberley, where she ruminates on her ambiguous 
feelings for Mr. Darcy:

Elizabeth soon saw that she was herself closely watched by Miss Bingley, and that she could not 
speak a word, especially to Miss Darcy, without calling her attention. This observation would not 
have prevented her from trying to talk to the latter, had they not been seated at an inconvenient 
distance; but she was not sorry to be spared the necessity of saying much. Her own thoughts 
were employing her. She expected every moment that some of the gentlemen would enter the 
room. She wished, she feared that the master of the house might be amongst them; and whether 
she wished for or feared it most, she could scarcely determine. (Vol. III, chapter 3)

Free indirect discourse is a precursor of the narrative style known as stream-of-consciousness, 
which became popular in the early twentieth century. 
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Comedy of Manners

The Comedy of Manners is a literary genre that became particularly popular in England 
during the Restoration period. It usually uses elements of Satire in order to ridicule or 
expose the behaviors, manners, flaws, and morals of members of the middle or upper classes. 
Frequently, Comedies of Manners incorporate love affairs, witty and comical exchanges 
between characters, and the humorous revelation of societal scandals and intrigues. 

In Pride and Prejudice, the characters’ search for love and financial stability, the social scandals 
that shake the Meryton community, and the witty banter between Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy or 
Mr. and Mrs. Bennet qualify the novel as a fine example of the Comedy of Manners genre. 
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DISCUSSION TOPICS/QUESTIONS

1. 	 How and why does the character of Mr. Darcy develop over the course of the novel?

2. 	 What different attitudes toward “female accomplishment” does the novel present? To 
what extent do these different attitudes function as a critical commentary on female 
education and gender relations?

3. 	 To what extent are Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy characters who transgress 
boundaries? To what extent are Mr. Wickham, Lydia, Mrs. Bennet, and Mr. Collins 
characters who transgress boundaries?

4. 	 What effect do instances of irony and sarcasm have on the reader? How does Austen’s 
narrative style help reinforce her critical perspective on social class and gender relations 
in Regency England?

5. 	 Which characters can be considered dynamic characters? Which characters do not 
change over the course of the novel and why?

6.	 How do first impressions influence plot development in the novel?

7. 	 To what extent are pride and prejudice characteristics that shape the attitudes of 
different characters, such as Mr. Darcy, Elizabeth, Mrs. Bennet, Charlotte Lucas, Lady 
Catherine de Bourgh, etc.? Does the novel present different notions of pride?

8. 	 What lessons are Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy able to learn from one another?

9. 	 What are the different perspectives on marriage portrayed by Austen?

10. 	 To what extent do the characters of Mr. Bingley and Mr. Darcy represent the opposition 
between romantic passion and idealism versus rational thought and skepticism?

11. 	 How does the novel present community life in Meryton?

12. 	 How does the novel present attitudes of jealousy, envy, and greed, particularly with 
regard to the relationship between the Lucas family and the Bennets, Miss Bingley and 
Elizabeth, Mr. Darcy and Mr. Wickham? 

13. 	 Can Elizabeth Bennet be considered a progressive, even rebellious female character who 
goes against social expectations set upon women? 
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PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 1

Read the following passage from Volume I, chapter 1 and write a well-organized essay in 
which you analyze the role of women in late eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century 
England, as described by Austen. Focus on challenges, expectations, and limitations women 
generally faced during this time period. Be sure to ground all your assertions firmly in the 
text. 

Do not merely summarize the passage.

	 It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good 
fortune must be in want of a wife. 
	 However little known the feelings or views of such a man may be on his first entering 
a neighbourhood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the surrounding families, 
that he is considered as the rightful property of some one or other of their daughters.
	 “My dear Mr. Bennet,” said his lady to him one day, “have you heard that Netherfield 
Park is let at last?”
	 Mr. Bennet replied that he had not.
	 “But it is,” returned she; “for Mrs. Long has just been here, and she told me all about 
it.”
	 Mr. Bennet made no answer.
	 “Do not you want to know who has taken it?” cried his wife impatiently.
	 “You want to tell me, and I have no objection to hearing it.”
	 This was invitation enough.
	 “Why, my dear, you must know, Mrs. Long says that Netherfield is taken by a young 
man of large fortune from the north of England; that he came down on Monday in a 
chaise and four to see the place, and was so much delighted with it that he agreed with 
Mr. Morris immediately; that he is to take possession before Michaelmas, and some of 
his servants are to be in the house by the end of next week.”
	 “What is his name?”
	 “Bingley.”
	 “Is he married or single?”
	 “Oh! single, my dear, to be sure! A single man of large fortune; four or five thousand a year. 
	 What a fine thing for our girls!”
	 “How so? how can it affect them?”
	 “My dear Mr. Bennet,” replied his wife, “how can you be so tiresome! You must 
know that I am thinking of his marrying one of them.”
	 “Is that his design in settling here?”
	 “Design! nonsense, how can you talk so! But it is very likely that he may fall in love 
with one of them, and therefore you must visit him as soon as he comes.”
	 “I see no occasion for that. You and the girls may go, or you may send them by 
themselves, which perhaps will be still better; for, as you are as handsome as any of 
them, Mr. Bingley might like you the best of the party.”
	 “My dear, you flatter me. I certainly have had my share of beauty, but I do not pretend 
to be any thing extraordinary now. When a woman has five grown up daughters, she 
ought to give over thinking of her own beauty.”
	 “In such cases, a woman has not often much beauty to think of.”
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	 “But, my dear, you must indeed go and see Mr. Bingley when he comes into the 
neighbourhood.”
	 “It is more than I engage for, I assure you.”
	 “But consider your daughters. Only think what an establishment it would be for 
one of them. Sir William and Lady Lucas are determined to go, merely on that account, 
for in general, you know they visit no new comers. Indeed you must go, for it will be 
impossible for us to visit him, if you do not.”
	 “You are over-scrupulous, surely. I dare say Mr. Bingley will be very glad to see you; 
and I will send a few lines by you to assure him of my hearty consent to his marrying 
which ever he chuses of the girls; though I must throw in a good word for my little 
Lizzy.”
	 “I desire you will do no such thing. Lizzy is not a bit better than the others; and I 
am sure she is not half so handsome as Jane, nor half so good humoured as Lydia. But 
you are always giving her the preference.”
	 “They have none of them much to recommend them,” replied he; “they are all 
silly and ignorant like other girls; but Lizzy has something more of quickness than her 
sisters.”
	 “Mr. Bennet, how can you abuse your own children in such way? You take delight 
in vexing me. You have no compassion on my poor nerves.”
	 “You mistake me, my dear. I have a high respect for your nerves. They are my 
old friends. I have heard you mention them with consideration these twenty years at 
least.”
	 “Ah! you do not know what I suffer.”
	 “But I hope you will get over it, and live to see many young men of four thousand a 
year come into the neighbourhood.”
	 “It will be no use to us if twenty such should come, since you will not visit them.”
	 “Depend upon it, my dear, that when there are twenty I will visit them all.”
	 Mr. Bennet was so odd a mixture of quick parts, sarcastic humour, reserve, 
and caprice, that the experience of three and twenty years had been insufficient 
to make his wife understand his character. Her mind was less difficult to 
develop. She was a woman of mean understanding, little information, and 
uncertain temper. When she was discontented, she fancied herself nervous. 
	 The business of her life was to get her daughters married; its solace was visiting and 
news.
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PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 2

The passage below, from Volume I, chapter 5, focuses on the Lucas family. Read the passage 
carefully and then write a well-organized essay in which you discuss the Lucas family as an 
example of the new gentry. Analyze how the Lucas family’s rise from merchant class to upper 
middle class—with the new honor of knighthood recently bestowed by the King—influences 
Charlotte Lucas’ (and, perhaps, other family members’) behavior and attitudes toward other 
people and toward society. 

Do not merely summarize the passage.

	 Within a short walk of Longbourn lived a family with whom the Bennets were 
particularly intimate. Sir William Lucas had been formerly in trade in Meryton, where 
he had made a tolerable fortune and risen to the honour of knighthood by an address 
to the King during his mayoralty. The distinction had perhaps been felt too strongly. It 
had given him a disgust to his business and to his residence in a small market town; 
and quitting them both, he had removed with his family to a house about a mile from 
Meryton, denominated from that period Lucas Lodge, where he could think with 
pleasure of his own importance, and, unshackled by business, occupy himself solely 
in being civil to all the world. For though elated by his rank, it did not render him 
supercilious; on the contrary, he was all attention to every body. By nature inoffensive, 
friendly and obliging, his presentation at St. James’s had made him courteous.
	 Lady Lucas was a very good kind of woman, not too clever to be a valuable neighbour 
to Mrs. Bennet.—They had several children. The eldest of them, a sensible, intelligent 
young woman, about twenty-seven, was Elizabeth’s intimate friend.
	 That the Miss Lucases and the Miss Bennets should meet to talk over a ball was 
absolutely necessary; and the morning after the assembly brought the former to 
Longbourn to hear and to communicate.
	 “You began the evening well, Charlotte,” said Mrs. Bennet with civil self-command 
to Miss Lucas. “You were Mr. Bingley’s first choice.”
	 “Yes;—but he seemed to like his second better.”
	 “Oh!—you mean Jane, I suppose—because he danced with her twice. To be sure 
that did seem as if he admired her—indeed I rather believe he did—I heard something 
about it—but I hardly know what—something about Mr. Robinson.”
	 “Perhaps you mean what I overheard between him and Mr. Robinson; did not I 
mention it to you? Mr. Robinson’s asking him how he liked our Meryton assemblies, and 
whether he did not think there were a great many pretty women in the room, and which 
he thought the prettiest? and his answering immediately to the last question—“Oh! the 
eldest Miss Bennet beyond a doubt, there cannot be two opinions on that point.’’
	 “Upon my word!—Well, that was very decided indeed—that does seem as if—but, 
however, it may all come to nothing, you know.”
	 “My overhearings were more to the purpose than yours, Eliza,” said Charlotte. “Mr. 
Darcy is not so well worth listening to as his friend, is he?—Poor Eliza!—to be only just 
tolerable.”
	 “I beg you would not put it into Lizzy’s head to be vexed by his ill-treatment; for he 
is such a disagreeable man that it would be quite a misfortune to be liked by him. Mrs. 
Long told me last night that he sat close to her for half an hour without once opening 
his lips.”
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	 “Are you quite sure, Ma’am?—is not there a little mistake?” said Jane.—“I certainly 
saw Mr. Darcy speaking to her.”
	 “Aye—because she asked him at last how he liked Netherfield, and he could not 
help answering her;—but she said he seemed very angry at being spoke to.”
	 “Miss Bingley told me,” said Jane, “that he never speaks much unless among his 
intimate acquaintance. With them he is remarkably agreeable.”
	 “I do not believe a word of it, my dear. If he had been so very agreeable, he would 
have talked to Mrs. Long. But I can guess how it was; every body says that he is ate 
up with pride, and I dare say he had heard somehow that Mrs. Long does not keep a 
carriage, and had come to the ball in a hack chaise.”
	 “I do not mind his not talking to Mrs. Long,” said Miss Lucas, “but I wish he had 
danced with Eliza.”
	 “Another time, Lizzy,” said her mother, “I would not dance with him, if I were 
you.”
	 “I believe, Ma’am, I may safely promise you never to dance with him.”
	 “His pride,” said Miss Lucas, “does not offend me so much as pride often does, 
because there is an excuse for it. One cannot wonder that so very fine a young man, 
with family, fortune, every thing in his favour, should think highly of himself. If I may 
so express it, he has a right to be proud.”
	 “That is very true,” replied Elizabeth, “and I could easily forgive his pride, if he had 
not mortified mine.”
	 “Pride,” observed Mary, who piqued herself upon the solidity of her reflections, “is a 
very common failing I believe. By all that I have ever read, I am convinced that it is very 
common indeed, that human nature is particularly prone to it, and that there are very 
few of us who do not cherish a feeling of self-complacency on the score of some quality 
or other, real or imaginary. Vanity and pride are different things, though the words are 
often used synonimously. A person may be proud without being vain. Pride relates more 
to our opinion of ourselves, vanity to what we would have others think of us.”
	 “If I were as rich as Mr. Darcy,” cried a young Lucas who came with his sisters, “I 
should not care how proud I was. I would keep a pack of foxhounds, and drink a bottle 
of wine every day.”
	 “Then you would drink a great deal more than you ought,” said Mrs. Bennet; “and 
if I were to see you at it, I should take away your bottle directly.”
	 The boy protested that she should not; she continued to declare that she would, and 
the argument ended only with the visit.
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PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 3

Volume I, chapter 8 describes Jane’s and Elizabeth’s first visit to the Bingley estate. Carefully 
study the interactions between all characters and then write a well-organized essay in which 
you analyze the (presumed). differences between the middle and upper classes. Pay particular 
attention to assumptions and prejudices, preconception and misconceptions voiced by the 
characters about members of different classes. 

Do not merely summarize the passage.

	 At five o’clock the two ladies retired to dress, and at half past six Elizabeth was 
summoned to dinner. To the civil enquiries which then poured in, and amongst which 
she had the pleasure of distinguishing the much superior solicitude of Mr. Bingley’s, she 
could not make a very favourable answer. Jane was by no means better. The sisters, on 
hearing this, repeated three or four times how much they were grieved, how shocking 
it was to have a bad cold, and how excessively they disliked being ill themselves, 
and then thought no more of the matter; and their indifference towards Jane, when 
not immediately before them, restored Elizabeth to the enjoyment of all her original 
dislike.
	 Their brother, indeed, was the only one of the party whom she could regard with 
any complacency. His anxiety for Jane was evident, and his attentions to herself most 
pleasing, and they prevented her feeling herself so much an intruder as she believed she 
was considered by the others. She had very little notice from any but him. Miss Bingley 
was engrossed by Mr. Darcy, her sister scarcely less so; and as for Mr. Hurst, by whom 
Elizabeth sat, he was an indolent man, who lived only to eat, drink, and play at cards, 
who, when he found her prefer a plain dish to a ragout, had nothing to say to her.
	 When dinner was over, she returned directly to Jane, and Miss Bingley began abusing 
her as soon as she was out of the room. Her manners were pronounced to be very bad 
indeed, a mixture of pride and impertinence; she had no conversation, no stile, no taste, 
no beauty. Mrs. Hurst thought the same, and added,
	 “She has nothing, in short, to recommend her, but being an excellent walker. I shall 
never forget her appearance this morning. She really looked almost wild.”
	 “She did indeed, Louisa. I could hardly keep my countenance. Very nonsensical to 
come at all! Why must she be scampering about the country, because her sister had a 
cold? Her hair so untidy, so blowsy!”
	 “Yes, and her petticoat; I hope you saw her petticoat, six inches deep in mud, I 
am absolutely certain; and the gown which had been let down to hide it not doing its 
office.”
	 “Your picture may be very exact, Louisa,” said Bingley; “but this was all lost upon 
me. I thought Miss Elizabeth Bennet looked remarkably well, when she came into the 
room this morning. Her dirty petticoat quite escaped my notice.”
	 “You observed it, Mr. Darcy, I am sure,” said Miss Bingley, “and I am inclined to 
think that you would not wish to see your sister make such an exhibition.”
	 “Certainly not.”
	 “To walk three miles, or four miles, or five miles, or whatever it is, above her ancles 
in dirt, and alone, quite alone! what could she mean by it? It seems to me to shew 
an abominable sort of conceited independence, a most country town indifference to 
decorum.”
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	 “It shews an affection for her sister that is very pleasing,” said Bingley.
	 “I am afraid, Mr. Darcy,” observed Miss Bingley in a half whisper, “that this adventure 
has rather affected your admiration of her fine eyes.”
	 “Not at all,” he replied; “they were brightened by the exercise.”—A short pause 
followed this speech, and Mrs. Hurst began again.
	 “I have an excessive regard for Jane Bennet, she is really a very sweet girl, and I wish 
with all my heart she were well settled. But with such a father and mother, and such low 
connections, I am afraid there is no chance of it.”
	 “I think I have heard you say, that their uncle is an attorney in Meryton.”
	 “Yes; and they have another, who lives somewhere near Cheapside.”
	 “That is capital,” added her sister, and they both laughed heartily.
	 “If they had uncles enough to fill all Cheapside,” cried Bingley, “it would not make 
them one jot less agreeable.”
	 “But it must very materially lessen their chance of marrying men of any consideration 
in the world,” replied Darcy.
	 To this speech Bingley made no answer; but his sisters gave it their hearty assent, 
and indulged their mirth for some time at the expense of their dear friend’s vulgar 
relations.
	 With a renewal of tenderness, however, they repaired to her room on leaving the 
dining-parlour, and sat with her till summoned to coffee. She was still very poorly, and 
Elizabeth would not quit her at all till late in the evening, when she had the comfort of 
seeing her asleep, and when it appeared to her rather right than pleasant that she should 
go down stairs herself. On entering the drawing-room she found the whole party at loo, 
and was immediately invited to join them; but suspecting them to be playing high she 
declined it, and making her sister the excuse, said she would amuse herself for the short 
time she could stay below with a book. Mr. Hurst looked at her with astonishment.
	 “Do you prefer reading to cards?” said he; “that is rather singular.”
	 “Miss Eliza Bennet,” said Miss Bingley, “despises cards. She is a great reader and has 
no pleasure in anything else.”
	 “I deserve neither such praise nor such censure,” cried Elizabeth; “I am not a great 
reader, and I have pleasure in many things.”
	 “In nursing your sister I am sure you have pleasure,” said Bingley; “and I hope it will 
soon be increased by seeing her quite well.”
	 Elizabeth thanked him from her heart, and then walked towards a table where a 
few books were lying. He immediately offered to fetch her others; all that his library 
afforded.
	 “And I wish my collection were larger for your benefit and my own credit; but I am 
an idle fellow, and though I have not many, I have more than I ever look into.”
	 Elizabeth assured him that she could suit herself perfectly with those in the room.
	 “I am astonished,” said Miss Bingley, “that my father should have left so small a 
collection of books.—What a delightful library you have at Pemberley, Mr. Darcy!”
	 “It ought to be good,” he replied, “it has been the work of many generations.”
	 “And then you have added so much to it yourself, you are always buying books.”
	 “I cannot comprehend the neglect of a family library in such days as these,”
	 “Neglect! I am sure you neglect nothing that can add to the beauties of that noble 
place. Charles, when you build your house, I wish it may be half as delightful as 
Pemberley.”
	 “I wish it may.”
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	 “But I would really advise you to make your purchase in that neighbourhood, 
and take Pemberley for a kind of model. There is not a finer county in England than 
Derbyshire.”
	 “With all my heart; I will buy Pemberley itself if Darcy will sell it.”
	 “I am talking of possibilities, Charles.”
	 “Upon my word, Caroline, I should think it more possible to get Pemberley by 
purchase than by imitation.”
	 Elizabeth was so much caught by what passed, as to leave her very little attention for 
her book; and soon laying it wholly aside, she drew near the card-table, and stationed 
herself between Mr. Bingley and his eldest sister to observe the game.
	 “Is Miss Darcy much grown since the spring?” said Miss Bingley; “will she be as tall 
as I am?”
	 “I think she will. She is now about Miss Elizabeth Bennet’s height, or rather taller.”
	 “How I long to see her again! I never met with anybody who delighted me so 
much. 	 Such a countenance, such manners, and so extremely accomplished for her age! 
Her performance on the piano-forte is exquisite.”
	 “It is amazing to me,” said Bingley, “how young ladies can have patience to be so 
very accomplished as they all are.”
	 “All young ladies accomplished! My dear Charles, what do you mean?”
	 “Yes all of them, I think. They all paint tables, cover skreens, and net purses. I 
scarcely know any one who cannot do all this, and I am sure I never heard a young lady 
spoken of for the first time, without being informed that she was very accomplished.”
	 “Your list of the common extent of accomplishments,” said Darcy, “has too much 
truth. The word is applied to many a woman who deserves it no otherwise than by 
netting a purse, or covering a skreen. But I am very far from agreeing with you in your 
estimation of ladies in general. I cannot boast of knowing more than half a dozen, in the 
whole range of my acquaintance, that are really accomplished.”
	 “Nor I, I am sure,” said Miss Bingley.
	 “Then,” observed Elizabeth, “you must comprehend a great deal in your idea of an 
accomplished women.”
	 “Yes; I do comprehend a great deal in it.”
	 “Oh! certainly,” cried his faithful assistant, “no one can be really esteemed 
accomplished, who does not greatly surpass what is usually met with. A woman must 
have a thorough knowledge of music, singing, drawing, dancing, and the modern 
languages, to deserve the word; and besides all this, she must possess a certain something 
in her air and manner of walking, the tone of her voice, her address and expressions, or 
the word will be but half deserved.”
	 “All this she must possess,” added Darcy, “and to all this she must yet add something 
more substantial, in the improvement of her mind by extensive reading.”
	 “I am no longer surprised at your knowing only six accomplished women. I rather 
wonder now at your knowing any.”
	 “Are you so severe upon your own sex, as to doubt the possibility of all this?”
	 “I never saw such a woman, I never saw such capacity, and taste, and application, 
and elegance, as you describe, united.”
	 Mrs. Hurst and Miss Bingley both cried out against the injustice of her implied doubt, 
and were both protesting that they knew many women who answered this description, 
when Mr. Hurst called them to order, with bitter complaints of their inattention to what 
was going forward. As all conversation was thereby at an end, Elizabeth soon afterwards 
left the room.
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	 “Eliza Bennet,” said Miss Bingley, when the door was closed on her, “is one of those 
young ladies who seek to recommend themselves to the other sex by undervaluing their 
own, and with many men, I dare say, it succeeds. But, in my opinion, it is a paltry device, 
a very mean art.” 
	 “Undoubtedly,” replied Darcy, to whom this remark was chiefly addressed, “there is 
meanness in all the arts which ladies sometimes condescend to employ for captivation. 
Whatever bears affinity to cunning is despicable.”
	 Miss Bingley was not so entirely satisfied with this reply as to continue the subject.
Elizabeth joined them again only to say that her sister was worse, and that she could 
not leave her. Bingley urged Mr. Jones’s being sent for immediately; while his sisters, 
convinced that no country advice could be of any service, recommended an express to 
town for one of the most eminent physicians. This she would not hear of, but she was 
not so unwilling to comply with their brother’s proposal; and it was settled that Mr. 
Jones should be sent for early in the morning if Miss Bennet were not decidedly better. 
Bingley was quite uncomfortable; his sisters declared that they were miserable. They 
solaced their wretchedness, however, by duets after supper, while he could find no 
better relief to his feelings than by giving his housekeeper directions that every possible 
attention might be paid to the sick lady and her sister.
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PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 4

Authors frequently employ elements of irony and satire in order to reveal their attitude 
toward the text and toward the text’s characters and to enable readers to evaluate plot 
developments and characters’ actions effectively and critically. Study the following passage 
from Volume I, chapter 19 and write a well-organized essay in which you study Mr. Collins’ 
marriage proposal to Elizabeth Bennet and explore the impact specific instances of irony and 
satire have on readers’ perceptions of plot and character development.

Do not merely summarize the plot or list elements of irony. 

	 The next day opened a new scene at Longbourn. Mr. Collins made his declaration 
in form. Having resolved to do it without loss of time, as his leave of absence extended 
only to the following Saturday, and having no feelings of diffidence to make it 
distressing to himself even at the moment, he set about it in a very orderly manner, 
with all the observances which he supposed a regular part of the business. On finding 
Mrs. Bennet, Elizabeth, and one of the younger girls together soon after breakfast, he 
addressed the mother in these words,
	 “May I hope, Madam, for your interest with your fair daughter Elizabeth, when I 
solicit for the honour of a private audience with her in the course of this morning?”
Before Elizabeth had time for any thing but a blush of surprise, Mrs. Bennet instantly 
answered,
	 “Oh dear!—Yes—certainly.—I am sure Lizzy will be very happy—I am sure she 
can have no objection.—Come, Kitty, I want you up stairs.” And gathering her work 
together, she was hastening away, when Elizabeth called out,
	 “Dear Ma’am, do not go.—I beg you will not go.—Mr. Collins must excuse 
me.—He can have nothing to say to me that any body need not hear. I am going away 
myself.”
	 “No, no, nonsense, Lizzy.—I desire you will stay where you are.”—And upon 
Elizabeth’s seeming really, with vexed and embarrassed looks, about to escape, she 
added, “Lizzy, I insist upon your staying and hearing Mr. Collins.”
	 Elizabeth would not oppose such an injunction—and a moment’s consideration 
making her also sensible that it would be wisest to get it over as soon and as quietly 
as possible, she sat down again, and tried to conceal by incessant employment the 
feelings which were divided between distress and diversion. Mrs. Bennet and Kitty 
walked off, and as soon as they were gone Mr. Collins began.
	 “Believe me, my dear Miss Elizabeth, that your modesty, so far from doing you any 
disservice, rather adds to your other perfections. You would have been less amiable in 
my eyes had there not been this little unwillingness; but allow me to assure you that 
I have your respected mother’s permission for this address. You can hardly doubt the 
purport of my discourse, however your natural delicacy may lead you to dissemble; 
my attentions have been too marked to be mistaken. Almost as soon as I entered the 
house I singled you out as the companion of my future life. But before I am run away 
with by my feelings on this subject, perhaps it will be advisable for me to state my 
reasons for marrying—and moreover for coming into Hertfordshire with the design of 
selecting a wife, as I certainly did.”
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	 The idea of Mr. Collins, with all his solemn composure, being run away with by 
his feelings, made Elizabeth so near laughing that she could not use the short pause he 
allowed in any attempt to stop him farther, and he continued:
	 “My reasons for marrying are, first, that I think it a right thing for every clergyman 
in easy circumstances (like myself) to set the example of matrimony in his parish. 
Secondly, that I am convinced it will add very greatly to my happiness; and thirdly—
which perhaps I ought to have mentioned earlier, that it is the particular advice and 
recommendation of the very noble lady whom I have the honour of calling patroness. 
Twice has she condescended to give me her opinion (unasked too!) on this subject; 
and it was but the very Saturday night before I left Hunsford—between our pools 
at quadrille, while Mrs. Jenkinson was arranging Miss de Bourgh’s foot-stool, that 
she said, “Mr. Collins, you must marry. A clergyman like you must marry.—Chuse 
properly, chuse a gentlewoman for my sake; and for your own, let her be an active, 
useful sort of person, not brought up high, but able to make a small income go a good 
way. This is my advice. Find such a woman as soon as you can, bring her to Hunsford, 
and I will visit her.’’ Allow me, by the way, to observe, my fair cousin, that I do not 
reckon the notice and kindness of Lady Catherine de Bourgh as among the least of 
the advantages in my power to offer. You will find her manners beyond any thing I 
can describe; and your wit and vivacity I think must be acceptable to her, especially 
when tempered with the silence and respect which her rank will inevitably excite. 
Thus much for my general intention in favour of matrimony; it remains to be told 
why my views were directed to Longbourn instead of my own neighbourhood, where 
I assure you there are many amiable young women. But the fact is, that being, as I 
am, to inherit this estate after the death of your honoured father (who, however, may 
live many years longer), I could not satisfy myself without resolving to chuse a wife 
from among his daughters, that the loss to them might be as little as possible, when 
the melancholy event takes place—which, however, as I have already said, may not be 
for several years. This has been my motive, my fair cousin, and I flatter myself it will 
not sink me in your esteem. And now nothing remains for me but to assure you in 
the most animated language of the violence of my affection. To fortune I am perfectly 
indifferent, and shall make no demand of that nature on your father, since I am well 
aware that it could not be complied with; and that one thousand pounds in the 4 per 
cents, which will not be yours till after your mother’s decease, is all that you may ever 
be entitled to. On that head, therefore, I shall be uniformly silent; and you may assure 
yourself that no ungenerous reproach shall ever pass my lips when we are married.”
It was absolutely necessary to interrupt him now.
	 “You are too hasty, Sir,” she cried. “You forget that I have made no answer. Let 
me do it without farther loss of time. Accept my thanks for the compliment you are 
paying me, I am very sensible of the honour of your proposals, but it is impossible for 
me to do otherwise than decline them.”
	 “I am not now to learn,” replied Mr. Collins, with a formal wave of the hand, “that 
it is usual with young ladies to reject the addresses of the man whom they secretly 
mean to accept, when he first applies for their favour; and that sometimes the refusal 
is repeated a second or even a third time. I am therefore by no means discouraged by 
what you have just said, and shall hope to lead you to the altar ere long.”
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	 “Upon my word, Sir,” cried Elizabeth, “your hope is rather an extraordinary one 
after my declaration. I do assure you that I am not one of those young ladies (if such 
young ladies there are). who are so daring as to risk their happiness on the chance 
of being asked a second time. I am perfectly serious in my refusal.—You could not 
make me happy, and I am convinced that I am the last woman in the world who would 
make you so,—Nay, were your friend Lady Catherine to know me, I am persuaded she 
would find me in every respect ill qualified for the situation.”
	 “Were it certain that Lady Catherine would think so,” said Mr. Collins very 
gravely—“but I cannot imagine that her ladyship would at all disapprove of you. And 
you may be certain that when I have the honour of seeing her again I shall speak in 
the highest terms of your modesty, economy, and other amiable qualifications.”
	 “Indeed, Mr. Collins, all praise of me will be unnecessary. You must give me leave 
to judge for myself, and pay me the compliment of believing what I say. I wish you 
very happy and very rich, and by refusing your hand, do all in my power to prevent 
your being otherwise. In making me the offer, you must have satisfied the delicacy of 
your feelings with regard to my family, and may take possession of Longbourn estate 
whenever it falls, without any self-reproach. This matter may be considered, therefore, 
as finally settled.” And rising as she thus spoke, she would have quitted the room, had 
not Mr. Collins thus addressed her,
	 “When I do myself the honour of speaking to you next on this subject I shall hope 
to receive a more favourable answer than you have now given me; though I am far 
from accusing you of cruelty at present, because I know it to be the established custom 
of your sex to reject a man on the first application, and perhaps you have even now 
said as much to encourage my suit as would be consistent with the true delicacy of the 
female character.”
	 “Really, Mr. Collins,” cried Elizabeth with some warmth, “you puzzle 
me exceedingly. If what I have hitherto said can appear to you in the form of 
encouragement, I know not how to express my refusal in such a way as may convince 
you of its being one.”
	 “You must give me leave to flatter myself my dear cousin that your refusal of 
my addresses is merely words of course. My reasons for believing it are briefly 
these:—It does not appear to me that my hand is unworthy your acceptance, or that 
the establishment I can offer would be any other than highly desirable. My situation 
in life, my connections with the family of De Bourgh, and my relationship to your 
own, it into farther consideration that in spite of your manifold attractions, it is by 
no means certain that another offer of marriage may ever be made you. Your portion 
is unhappily so small that it will in all likelihood undo the effects of your loveliness 
and amiable qualifications. As I must therefore conclude that you are not serious in 
your rejection of me, I shall chuse to attribute it to your wish of increasing my love by 
suspense, according to the usual practice of elegant females.”
	 “I do assure you, Sir, that I have no pretension whatever to that kind of 
elegance which consists in tormenting a respectable man. I would rather be paid the 
compliment of being believed sincere. I thank you again and again for the honour 
you have done me in your proposals, but to accept them is absolutely impossible. My 
feelings in every respect forbid it. Can I speak plainer? Do not consider me now as an 
elegant female intending to plague you, but as a rational creature speaking the truth 
from her heart.”
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	 “You are uniformly charming!” cried he, with an air of awkward gallantry; “and I 
am persuaded that when sanctioned by the express authority of both your excellent 
parents, my proposals will not fail of being acceptable.”
	 To such perseverance in wilful self-deception Elizabeth would make no reply, and 
immediately and in silence withdrew; determined, that if he persisted in considering 
her repeated refusals as flattering encouragement, to apply to her father, whose 
negative might be uttered in such a manner as must be decisive, and whose behaviour 
at least could not be mistaken for the affectation and coquetry of an elegant female.
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PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 5

Study the following passage from Volume II, chapter 13 in which Elizabeth Bennet receives a 
letter from Mr. Darcy that explains the history of his relationship with Mr. Wickham. Write a 
well-organized essay in which you explore the impact of the letter on Elizabeth and analyze 
the extent to which the letter reveals the deceptive nature of first impressions, pride, and 
prejudice in the society of Pride and Prejudice. 

Do not merely summarize the passage.

	 If Elizabeth, when Mr. Darcy gave her the letter, did not expect it to contain a renewal 
of his offers, she had formed no expectation at all of its contents. But such as they were, 
it may be well supposed how eagerly she went through them, and what a contrariety 
of emotion they excited. Her feelings as she read were scarcely to be defined. With 
amazement did she first understand that he believed any apology to be in his power; 
and stedfastly was she persuaded that he could have no explanation to give, which a 
just sense of shame would not conceal. With a strong prejudice against every thing he 
might say, she began his account of what had happened at Netherfield. She read, with 
an eagerness which hardly left her power of comprehension, and from impatience of 
knowing what the next sentence might bring, was incapable of attending to the sense 
of the one before her eyes. His belief of her sister’s insensibility, she instantly resolved 
to be false, and his account of the real, the worst objections to the match, made her too 
angry to have any wish of doing him justice. He expressed no regret for what he had 
done which satisfied her; his style was not penitent, but haughty. It was all pride and 
insolence.
	 But when this subject was succeeded by his account of Mr. Wickham, when she read, 
with somewhat clearer attention, a relation of events, which, if true, must overthrow 
every cherished opinion of his worth, and which bore so alarming an affinity to his 
own history of himself, her feelings were yet more acutely painful and more difficult of 
definition. Astonishment, apprehension, and even horror, oppressed her. She wished 
to discredit it entirely, repeatedly exclaiming, “This must be false! This cannot be! This 
must be the grossest falsehood!”—and when she had gone through the whole letter, 
though scarcely knowing any thing of the last page or two, put it hastily away, protesting 
that she would not regard it, that she would never look in it again.
	 In this perturbed state of mind, with thoughts that could rest on nothing, she 
walked on; but it would not do; in half a minute the letter was unfolded again, and 
collecting herself as well as she could, she again began the mortifying perusal of all that 
related to Wickham, and commanded herself so far as to examine the meaning of every 
sentence. The account of his connection with the Pemberley family was exactly what he 
had related himself; and the kindness of the late Mr. Darcy, though she had not before 
known its extent, agreed equally well with his own words. So far each recital confirmed 
the other; but when she came to the will, the difference was great. What Wickham had 
said of the living was fresh in her memory, and as she recalled his very words, it was 
impossible not to feel that there was gross duplicity on one side or the other; and, for a 
few moments, she flattered herself that her wishes did not err. But when she read, and 
re-read with the closest attention, the particulars immediately following of Wickham’s 
resigning all pretensions to the living, of his receiving, in lieu, so considerable a sum 
as three thousand pounds, again was she forced to hesitate. She put down the letter, 
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weighed every circumstance with what she meant to be impartiality—deliberated on 
the probability of each statement—but with little success. On both sides it was only 
assertion. Again she read on. But every line proved more clearly that the affair, which 
she had believed it impossible that any contrivance could so represent as to render Mr. 
Darcy’s conduct in it less than infamous, was capable of a turn which must make him 
entirely blameless throughout the whole.
	 The extravagance and general profligacy which he scrupled not to lay to Mr. 
Wickham’s charge, exceedingly shocked her; the more so, as she could bring no proof of 
its injustice. She had never heard of him before his entrance into the ——shire Militia, 
in which he had engaged at the persuasion of the young man, who, on meeting him 
accidentally in town, had there renewed a slight acquaintance. Of his former way of 
life, nothing had been known in Hertfordshire but what he told himself. As to his real 
character, had information been in her power, she had never felt a wish of enquiring. 
His countenance, voice, and manner had established him at once in the possession 
of every virtue. She tried to recollect some instance of goodness, some distinguished 
trait of integrity or benevolence, that might rescue him from the attacks of Mr. Darcy; 
or at least, by the predominance of virtue, atone for those casual errors, under which 
she would endeavour to class what Mr. Darcy had described as the idleness and vice of 
many years continuance. But no such recollection befriended her. She could see him 
instantly before her, in every charm of air and address; but she could remember no 
more substantial good than the general approbation of the neighbourhood, and the 
regard which his social powers had gained him in the mess. After pausing on this point a 
considerable while, she once more continued to read. But, alas! the story which followed, 
of his designs on Miss Darcy, received some confirmation from what had passed between 
Colonel Fitzwilliam and herself only the morning before; and at last she was referred 
for the truth of every particular to Colonel Fitzwilliam himself—from whom she had 
previously received the information of his near concern in all his cousin’s affairs, and 
whose character she had no reason to question. At one time she had almost resolved on 
applying to him, but the idea was checked by the awkwardness of the application, and 
at length wholly banished by the conviction that Mr. Darcy would never have hazarded 
such a proposal if he had not been well assured of his cousin’s corroboration.
	 She perfectly remembered every thing that had passed in conversation between 
Wickham and herself in their first evening at Mr. Philips’s. Many of his expressions 
were still fresh in her memory. She was now struck with the impropriety of such 
communications to a stranger, and wondered it had escaped her before. She saw the 
indelicacy of putting himself forward as he had done, and the inconsistency of his 
professions with his conduct. She remembered that he had boasted of having no fear of 
seeing Mr. Darcy—that Mr. Darcy might leave the country, but that he should stand his 
ground; yet he had avoided the Netherfield ball the very next week. She remembered 
also, that till the Netherfield family had quitted the country, he had told his story to no 
one but herself; but that after their removal, it had been every where discussed; that 
he had then no reserves, no scruples in sinking Mr. Darcy’s character, though he had 
assured her that respect for the father would always prevent his exposing the son.
	 How differently did every thing now appear in which he was concerned! His 
attentions to Miss King were now the consequence of views solely and hatefully 
mercenary; and the mediocrity of her fortune proved no longer the moderation of his 
wishes, but his eagerness to grasp at any thing. His behaviour to herself could now 
have had no tolerable motive; he had either been deceived with regard to her fortune, 
or had been gratifying his vanity by encouraging the preference which she believed 
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she had most incautiously shewn. Every lingering struggle in his favour grew fainter 
and fainter; and in farther justification of Mr. Darcy, she could not but allow that Mr. 
Bingley, when questioned by Jane, had long ago asserted his blamelessness in the affair; 
that, proud and repulsive as were his manners, she had never, in the whole course of 
their acquaintance—an acquaintance which had latterly brought them much together, 
and given her a sort of intimacy with his ways—seen any thing that betrayed him to be 
unprincipled or unjust—any thing that spoke him of irreligious or immoral habits. That 
among his own connections he was esteemed and valued—that even Wickham had 
allowed him merit as a brother, and that she had often heard him speak so affectionately 
of his sister as to prove him capable of some amiable feeling. That had his actions been 
what Wickham represented them, so gross a violation of every thing right could hardly 
have been concealed from the world; and that friendship between a person capable of it, 
and such an amiable man as Mr. Bingley, was incomprehensible.
	 She grew absolutely ashamed of herself.—Of neither Darcy nor Wickham could she 
think, without feeling that she had been blind, partial, prejudiced, absurd.
	 “How despicably have I acted!” she cried.—“I, who have prided myself on my 
discernment!—I, who have valued myself on my abilities! who have often disdained 
the generous candour of my sister, and gratified my vanity, in useless or blameable 
distrust.—How humiliating is this discovery!—Yet, how just a humiliation!—Had I 
been in love, I could not have been more wretchedly blind. But vanity, not love, has been 
my folly.—Pleased with the preference of one, and offended by the neglect of the other, 
on the very beginning of our acquaintance, I have courted prepossession and ignorance, 
and driven reason away, where either were concerned. Till this moment, I never knew 
myself.”
	 From herself to Jane—from Jane to Bingley, her thoughts were in a line which 
soon brought to her recollection that Mr. Darcy’s explanation there had appeared very 
insufficient; and she read it again. Widely different was the effect of a second perusal.—
How could she deny that credit to his assertions, in one instance, which she had been 
obliged to give in the other?—He declared himself to have been totally unsuspicious of 
her sister’s attachment;—and she could not help remembering what Charlotte’s opinion 
had always been.—Neither could she deny the justice of his description of Jane.—She 
felt that Jane’s feelings, though fervent, were little displayed, and that there was a 
constant complacency in her air and manner not often united with great sensibility.
When she came to that part of the letter in which her family were mentioned, in terms 
of such mortifying yet merited reproach, her sense of shame was severe. The justice 
of the charge struck her too forcibly for denial, and the circumstances to which he 
particularly alluded, as having passed at the Netherfield ball, and as confirming all his 
first disapprobation, could not have made a stronger impression on his mind than on 
hers.
	 The compliment to herself and her sister was not unfelt. It soothed, but it could 
not console her for the contempt which had been thus self-attracted by the rest of her 
family;—and as she considered that Jane’s disappointment had in fact been the work of 
her nearest relations, and reflected how materially the credit of both must be hurt by 
such impropriety of conduct, she felt depressed beyond any thing she had ever known 
before.
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	 After wandering along the lane for two hours, giving way to every variety of thought; 
re-considering events, determining probabilities, and reconciling herself, as well as she 
could, to a change so sudden and so important, fatigue, and a recollection of her long 
absence made her at length return home; and she entered the house with the wish of 
appearing cheerful as usual, and the resolution of repressing such reflections as must 
make her unfit for conversation.
	 She was immediately told, that the two gentlemen from Rosings had each called 
during her absence; Mr. Darcy, only for a few minutes to take leave, but that Colonel 
Fitzwilliam had been sitting with them at least an hour, hoping for her return, and 
almost resolving to walk after her till she could be found.—Elizabeth could but just 
affect concern in missing him; she really rejoiced at it. Colonel Fitzwilliam was no longer 
an object. She could think only of her letter.
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PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 6

Much of the conflict and intrigue of Comedies of Manners is founded on matters of 
propriety and decorum that can make or break an individual’s public reputation. Study the 
following passage from Volume III, chapter 5 of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, in which 
Elizabeth Bennet discusses her sister Lydia’s disappearance. Write a well-organized essay 
in which you discuss the interaction between propriety and reputation within the novel by 
considering factors that determine proper behavior and factors that determine the loss of a 
good reputation. Explain the extent to which Lydia’s precarious situation, as discussed in this 
passage, illustrates Austen’s criticism of the standards of propriety set forth by society.

	 “I have been thinking it over again, Elizabeth,” said her uncle as they drove from the 
town; “and really, upon serious consideration, I am much more inclined than I was to 
judge as your eldest sister does of the matter. It appears to me so very unlikely that any 
young man should form such a design against a girl who is by no means unprotected 
or friendless, and who was actually staying in his colonel’s family, that I am strongly 
inclined to hope the best. Could he expect that her friends would not step forward? 
Could he expect to be noticed again by the regiment, after such an affront to Colonel 
Forster? His temptation is not adequate to the risk.”
	 “Do you really think so?” cried Elizabeth, brightening up for a moment.
	 “Upon my word,” said Mrs. Gardiner, “I begin to be of your uncle’s opinion. It is 
really too great a violation of decency, honour, and interest, for him to be guilty of it. I 
cannot think so very ill of Wickham. Can you, yourself, Lizzy, so wholly give him up as 
to believe him capable of it?”
	 “Not perhaps of neglecting his own interest. But of every other neglect I can believe 
him capable. If, indeed, it should be so! But I dare not hope it. Why should they not go 
on to Scotland, if that had been the case?”
	 “In the first place,” replied Mr. Gardiner, “there is no absolute proof that they are 
not gone to Scotland.”
	 “Oh! but their removing from the chaise into an hackney coach is such a presumption! 
And, besides, no traces of them were to be found on the Barnet road.”
	 “Well, then—supposing them to be in London. They may be there, though, for the 
purpose of concealment, for no more exceptionable purpose. It is not likely that money 
should be very abundant on either side; and it might strike them that they could be 
more economically, though less expeditiously, married in London, than in Scotland.”
	 “But why all this secrecy? Why any fear of detection? Why must their marriage 
be private? Oh! no, no, this is not likely. His most particular friend, you see by Jane’s 
account, was persuaded of his never intending to marry her. Wickham will never marry 
a woman without some money. He cannot afford it. And what claims has Lydia, what 
attractions has she beyond youth, health, and good humour, that could make him, for 
her sake, forgo every chance of benefiting himself by marrying well? As to what restraint 
the apprehension of disgrace in the corps might throw on a dishonourable elopement 
with her, I am not able to judge; for I know nothing of the effects that such a step might 
produce. But as to your other objection, I am afraid it will hardly hold good. Lydia has 
no brothers to step forward; and he might imagine, from my father’s behaviour, from his 
indolence and the little attention he has ever seemed to give to what was going forward 
in his family, that he would do as little, and think as little about it, as any father could 
do in such a matter.”
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	 “But can you think that Lydia is so lost to every thing but love of him, as to consent 
to live with him on any other terms than marriage?”
	 “It does seem, and it is most shocking indeed,” replied Elizabeth, with tears in her 
eyes, “that a sister’s sense of decency and virtue in such a point should admit of doubt. 
But, really, I know not what to say. Perhaps I am not doing her justice. But she is very 
young; she has never been taught to think on serious subjects; and for the last half year, 
nay, for a twelvemonth, she has been given up to nothing but amusement and vanity. 
She has been allowed to dispose of her time in the most idle and frivolous manner, and 
to adopt any opinions that came in her way. Since the ——shire were first quartered 
in Meryton, nothing but love, flirtation, and officers have been in her head. She has 
been doing every thing in her power, by thinking and talking on the subject, to give 
greater—what shall I call it?—susceptibility to her feelings, which are naturally lively 
enough. And we all know that Wickham has every charm of person and address that can 
captivate a woman.”
	 “But you see that Jane,” said her aunt, “does not think so ill of Wickham as to 
believe him capable of the attempt.”
	 “Of whom does Jane ever think ill? And who is there, whatever might be their 
former conduct, that she would believe capable of such an attempt, till it were proved 
against them? But Jane knows, as well as I do, what Wickham really is. We both know 
that he has been profligate in every sense of the word. That he has neither integrity nor 
honour. That he is as false and deceitful, as he is insinuating.”
	 “And do you really know all this?” cried Mrs. Gardiner, whose curiosity as to the 
mode of her intelligence was all alive.
	 “I do, indeed,” replied Elizabeth, colouring. “I told you the other day, of his infamous 
behaviour to Mr. Darcy; and you, yourself, when last at Longbourn, heard in what 
manner he spoke of the man who had behaved with such forbearance and liberality 
towards him. And there are other circumstances which I am not at liberty—which it 
is not worth while to relate; but his lies about the whole Pemberley family are endless. 
From what he said of Miss Darcy, I was thoroughly prepared to see a proud, reserved, 
disagreeable girl. Yet he knew to the contrary himself. He must know that she was 
amiable and unpretending as we have found her.”
	 “But does Lydia know nothing of this? Can she be ignorant of what you and Jane 
seem so well to understand?”
	 “Oh, yes!—that, that is the worst of all. Till I was in Kent, and saw so much both 
of Mr. Darcy and his relation, Colonel Fitzwilliam, I was ignorant of the truth myself. 
And when I returned home, the ——shire was to leave Meryton in a week or fortnight’s 
time. As that was the case, neither Jane, to whom I related the whole, nor I, thought 
it necessary to make our knowledge public; for of what use could it apparently be to 
any one that the good opinion which all the neighbourhood had of him should then be 
overthrown? And even when it was settled that Lydia should go with Mrs. Forster, the 
necessity of opening her eyes to his character never occurred to me. That she could be 
in any danger from the deception never entered my head. That such a consequence as 
this should ensue, you may easily believe was far enough from my thoughts.”
	 “When they all removed to Brighton, therefore, you had no reason, I suppose, to 
believe them fond of each other.”
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	 “Not the slightest. I can remember no symptom of affection on either side; and 
had any thing of the kind been perceptible, you must be aware that ours is not a family 
on which it could be thrown away. When first he entered the corps, she was ready 
enough to admire him; but so we all were. Every girl in or near Meryton was out of 
her senses about him for the first two months; but he never distinguished her by any 
particular attention, and consequently, after a moderate period of extravagant and wild 
admiration, her fancy for him gave way, and others of the regiment who treated her with 
more distinction again became her favourites.”
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PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 7

Much of the world’s literature—especially the nineteenth-century novel—focuses on the 
broad spectrum of attitudes toward marriage and love. Write a well-organized essay in which 
you compare and contrast two characters’ attitudes toward marriage and analyze the impact 
those attitudes have on plot. Be sure to consider what motivates each character to take his or 
her particular stance toward marriage. 

PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 8

Many nineteenth-century novels criticized the limited choices women were offered with regard to 
marriage, property, and independence. Study the character of Lady Catherine De Bourgh and write 
a well-organized essay in which you evaluate her character and analyze the extent to which she is 
subject to, or free from, the confines other women in the novel have to come to terms with. 

PRACTICE FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 9

The conflict between fathers and sons and mothers and daughters is a universal concern 
in literature. It is often the case that, at the root of the problem, is the child’s similarity to 
the parent. In a well-organized essay, discuss Mrs. Bennet’s role as a mother and analyze the 
extent to which her daughter Lydia’s behavior is a reflection of her mother’s attitudes and 
behaviors. 
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PRACTICE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 1-5

Read the following passage carefully before you choose your answers.

from: Volume I, chapter 8

At five o’clock the two ladies retired to dress, and at half past six Elizabeth was summoned 
to dinner. To the civil enquiries which then poured in, and amongst which she had the 
pleasure of distinguishing the much superior solicitude of Mr. Bingley’s, she could not 
make a very favourable answer. Jane was by no means better. The sisters, on hearing this, 
repeated three or four times how much they were grieved, how shocking it was to have 
a bad cold, and how excessively they disliked being ill themselves, and then thought no 
more of the matter; and their indifference towards Jane, when not immediately before 
them, restored Elizabeth to the enjoyment of all her original dislike.
Their brother, indeed, was the only one of the party whom she could regard with 
any complacency. His anxiety for Jane was evident, and his attentions to herself most 
pleasing, and they prevented her feeling herself so much an intruder as she believed she 
was considered by the others. She had very little notice from any but him. Miss Bingley 
was engrossed by Mr. Darcy, her sister scarcely less so; and as for Mr. Hurst, by whom 
Elizabeth sat, he was an indolent man, who lived only to eat, drink, and play at cards, 
who, when he found her prefer a plain dish to a ragout, had nothing to say to her.
When dinner was over, she returned directly to Jane, and Miss Bingley began abusing 
her as soon as she was out of the room. Her manners were pronounced to be very bad 
indeed, a mixture of pride and impertinence; she had no conversation, no stile, no taste, 
no beauty. Mrs. Hurst thought the same, and added,
“She has nothing, in short, to recommend her, but being an excellent walker. I shall 
never forget her appearance this morning. She really looked almost wild.”
“She did indeed, Louisa. I could hardly keep my countenance. Very nonsensical to come 
at all! Why must she be scampering about the country, because her sister had a cold? 
Her hair so untidy, so blowsy!”
“Yes, and her petticoat; I hope you saw her petticoat, six inches deep in mud, I am 
absolutely certain; and the gown which had been let down to hide it not doing its 
office.”
“Your picture may be very exact, Louisa,” said Bingley; “but this was all lost upon me. 
I thought Miss Elizabeth Bennet looked remarkably well, when she came into the room 
this morning. Her dirty petticoat quite escaped my notice.”
“You observed it, Mr. Darcy, I am sure,” said Miss Bingley, “and I am inclined to think 
that you would not wish to see your sister make such an exhibition.”
“Certainly not.”
“To walk three miles, or four miles, or five miles, or whatever it is, above her ancles 
in dirt, and alone, quite alone! what could she mean by it? It seems to me to shew 
an abominable sort of conceited independence, a most country town indifference to 
decorum.”
“It shews an affection for her sister that is very pleasing,” said Bingley.
“I am afraid, Mr. Darcy,” observed Miss Bingley in a half whisper, “that this adventure 
has rather affected your admiration of her fine eyes.”
“Not at all,” he replied; “they were brightened by the exercise.”—A short pause followed 
this speech, and Mrs. Hurst began again.
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“I have an excessive regard for Jane Bennet, she is really a very sweet girl, and I wish 
with all my heart she were well settled. But with such a father and mother, and such low 
connections, I am afraid there is no chance of it.”
“I think I have heard you say, that their uncle is an attorney in Meryton.”
“Yes; and they have another, who lives somewhere near Cheapside.”
“That is capital,” added her sister, and they both laughed heartily.
“If they had uncles enough to fill all Cheapside,” cried Bingley, “it would not make them 
one jot less agreeable.”
“But it must very materially lessen their chance of marrying men of any consideration 
in the world,” replied Darcy.
To this speech Bingley made no answer; but his sisters gave it their hearty assent, 
and indulged their mirth for some time at the expense of their dear friend’s vulgar 
relations.
With a renewal of tenderness, however, they repaired to her room on leaving the dining-
parlour, and sat with her till summoned to coffee. She was still very poorly, and Elizabeth 
would not quit her at all till late in the evening, when she had the comfort of seeing her 
asleep, and when it appeared to her rather right than pleasant that she should go down 
stairs herself. On entering the drawing-room she found the whole party at loo, and was 
immediately invited to join them; but suspecting them to be playing high she declined 
it, and making her sister the excuse, said she would amuse herself for the short time she 
could stay below with a book. Mr. Hurst looked at her with astonishment.
“Do you prefer reading to cards?” said he; “that is rather singular.”
“Miss Eliza Bennet,” said Miss Bingley, “despises cards. She is a great reader and has no 
pleasure in anything else.”
“I deserve neither such praise nor such censure,” cried Elizabeth; “I am not a great 
reader, and I have pleasure in many things.”
“In nursing your sister I am sure you have pleasure,” said Bingley; “and I hope it will 
soon be increased by seeing her quite well.”
Elizabeth thanked him from her heart, and then walked towards a table where a few books 
were lying. He immediately offered to fetch her others; all that his library afforded.
“And I wish my collection were larger for your benefit and my own credit; but I am an 
idle fellow, and though I have not many, I have more than I ever look into.”
Elizabeth assured him that she could suit herself perfectly with those in the room.
“I am astonished,” said Miss Bingley, “that my father should have left so small a collection 
of books.—What a delightful library you have at Pemberley, Mr. Darcy!”
“It ought to be good,” he replied, “it has been the work of many generations.”
“And then you have added so much to it yourself, you are always buying books.”
“I cannot comprehend the neglect of a family library in such days as these.”
“Neglect! I am sure you neglect nothing that can add to the beauties of that noble place. 
Charles, when you build your house, I wish it may be half as delightful as Pemberley.”
“I wish it may.”
“But I would really advise you to make your purchase in that neighbourhood, and 
take Pemberley for a kind of model. There is not a finer county in England than 
Derbyshire.”
“With all my heart; I will buy Pemberley itself if Darcy will sell it.”
“I am talking of possibilities, Charles.”
“Upon my word, Caroline, I should think it more possible to get Pemberley by purchase 
than by imitation.”
Elizabeth was so much caught by what passed, as to leave her very little attention for 
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her book; and soon laying it wholly aside, she drew near the card-table, and stationed 
herself between Mr. Bingley and his eldest sister to observe the game.
“Is Miss Darcy much grown since the spring?” said Miss Bingley; “will she be as tall as 
I am?”
“I think she will. She is now about Miss Elizabeth Bennet’s height, or rather taller.”
“How I long to see her again! I never met with anybody who delighted me so much. 
Such a countenance, such manners, and so extremely accomplished for her age! Her 
performance on the piano-forte is exquisite.”
“It is amazing to me,” said Bingley, “how young ladies can have patience to be so very 
accomplished as they all are.”
“All young ladies accomplished! My dear Charles, what do you mean?”
“Yes all of them, I think. They all paint tables, cover skreens, and net purses. I scarcely 
know any one who cannot do all this, and I am sure I never heard a young lady spoken 
of for the first time, without being informed that she was very accomplished.”
“Your list of the common extent of accomplishments,” said Darcy, “has too much truth. 
The word is applied to many a woman who deserves it no otherwise than by netting a 
purse, or covering a skreen. But I am very far from agreeing with you in your estimation 
of ladies in general. I cannot boast of knowing more than half a dozen, in the whole 
range of my acquaintance, that are really accomplished.”
“Nor I, I am sure,” said Miss Bingley.
“Then,” observed Elizabeth, “you must comprehend a great deal in your idea of an 
accomplished women.”
“Yes; I do comprehend a great deal in it.”
“Oh! certainly,” cried his faithful assistant, “no one can be really esteemed accomplished, 
who does not greatly surpass what is usually met with. A woman must have a thorough 
knowledge of music, singing, drawing, dancing, and the modern languages, to deserve 
the word; and besides all this, she must possess a certain something in her air and 
manner of walking, the tone of her voice, her address and expressions, or the word will 
be but half deserved.”
“All this she must possess,” added Darcy, “and to all this she must yet add something 
more substantial, in the improvement of her mind by extensive reading.”
“I am no longer surprised at your knowing only six accomplished women. I rather 
wonder now at your knowing any.”
“Are you so severe upon your own sex, as to doubt the possibility of all this?”
“I never saw such a woman, I never saw such capacity, and taste, and application, and 
elegance, as you describe, united.”
Mrs. Hurst and Miss Bingley both cried out against the injustice of her implied doubt, 
and were both protesting that they knew many women who answered this description, 
when Mr. Hurst called them to order, with bitter complaints of their inattention to what 
was going forward. As all conversation was thereby at an end, Elizabeth soon afterwards 
left the room.
“Eliza Bennet,” said Miss Bingley, when the door was closed on her, “is one of those 
young ladies who seek to recommend themselves to the other sex by undervaluing their 
own, and with many men, I dare say, it succeeds. But, in my opinion, it is a paltry device, 
a very mean art.” 
“Undoubtedly,” replied Darcy, to whom this remark was chiefly addressed, “there is 
meanness in all the arts which ladies sometimes condescend to employ for captivation. 
Whatever bears affinity to cunning is despicable.”
Miss Bingley was not so entirely satisfied with this reply as to continue the subject.
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Elizabeth joined them again only to say that her sister was worse, and that she could 
not leave her. Bingley urged Mr. Jones’s being sent for immediately; while his sisters, 
convinced that no country advice could be of any service, recommended an express to 
town for one of the most eminent physicians. This she would not hear of, but she was 
not so unwilling to comply with their brother’s proposal; and it was settled that Mr. 
Jones should be sent for early in the morning if Miss Bennet were not decidedly better. 
Bingley was quite uncomfortable; his sisters declared that they were miserable. They 
solaced their wretchedness, however, by duets after supper, while he could find no 
better relief to his feelings than by giving his housekeeper directions that every possible 
attention might be paid to the sick lady and her sister
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1. 	 When Elizabeth arrives at Netherfield, her chief reason for disliking the Bingley sisters is 
the fact that the Bingley sisters

	 A. have not been taking care of Jane even though she is sick.
	 B. have openly laughed at Elizabeth’s dirty clothes.
	 C. have told Elizabeth that their brother is “too good” for their sister.
	 D. seem indifferent toward Jane’s well-being.
	 E. initially only invited Jane and not Elizabeth to visit Netherfield.

2. 	 According to the Bingley sisters, Jane Bennet has little hope of being “well settled” in 
her life because 

	 A. she has violated the rules of decorum.
	 B. she does not know how to behave in the company of the upper class.
	 C. her family are considered “low connections.”
	 D. her illness will prevent her from participating in social gatherings.
	 E. she has allowed her neighbors to believe that Bingley prefers her.

3.	 The tone in which Mr. Bingley claims that he “never heard a young lady spoken of for 
the first time, without being informed that she was very accomplished” (lines 104 - 105) 
is most likely

	 A. playful.
	 B. sarcastic.
	 C. naïve.
	 D. envious.
	 E. awed.

4. 	 The irony of Miss Bingley’s charge against Elizabeth in lines 140 - 148 is that
	 A. Miss Bingley is speaking the truth. 
	 B. Mr. Darcy seems to agree with her. 
	 C. she is doing what she has accused Elizabeth of. 
	 D. she is showing Elizabeth to be no different from other women. 
	 E. Elizabeth is not present in the room to hear the accusation.

5. 	 The tone the Bingley sisters use to talk about Elizabeth to Mr. Darcy throughout the 
passage can be considered

	 A. serious.
	 B. angry.
	 C. insulting.
	 D. good-humored.
	 E. condescending.
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PRACTICE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 6-10

Read the following passage carefully before you choose your answers.
from: Volume I, chapter 18

She then changed the discourse to one more gratifying to each, and on which there 
could be no difference of sentiment. Elizabeth listened with delight to the happy, though 
modest hopes which Jane entertained of Bingley’s regard, and said all in her power to 
heighten her confidence in it. On their being joined by Mr. Bingley himself, Elizabeth 
withdrew to Miss Lucas; to whose inquiry after the pleasantness of her last partner 
she had scarcely replied, before Mr. Collins came up to them and told her with great 
exultation that he had just been so fortunate as to make a most important discovery.
“I have found out,” said he, “by a singular accident, that there is now in the room a near 
relation of my patroness. I happened to overhear the gentleman himself mentioning to 
the young lady who does the honours of this house the names of his cousin Miss de 
Bourgh, and of her mother Lady Catherine. How wonderfully these sort of things occur! 
Who would have thought of my meeting with—perhaps—a nephew of Lady Catherine 
de Bourgh in this assembly!—I am most thankful that the discovery is made in time for 
me to pay my respects to him, which I am now going to do, and trust he will excuse 
my not having done it before. My total ignorance of the connection must plead my 
apology.”
“You are not going to introduce yourself to Mr. Darcy?”
“Indeed I am. I shall intreat his pardon for not having done it earlier. I believe him to 
be Lady Catherine’s nephew . It will be in my power to assure him that her ladyship was 
quite well yesterday se’nnight.”
Elizabeth tried hard to dissuade him from such a scheme; assuring him that Mr. Darcy 
would consider his addressing him without introduction as an impertinent freedom, 
rather than a compliment to his aunt; that it was not in the least necessary there should 
be any notice on either side, and that if it were, it must belong to Mr. Darcy, the superior 
in consequence, to begin the acquaintance.—Mr. Collins listened to her with the 
determined air of following his own inclination and when she ceased speaking, replied 
thus,
“My dear Miss Elizabeth, I have the highest opinion in the world of your excellent 
judgment in all matters within the scope of your understanding, but permit me to 
say that there must be a wide difference between the established forms of ceremony 
amongst the laity, and those which regulate the clergy; for give me leave to observe that 
I consider the clerical office as equal in point of dignity with the highest rank in the 
kingdom—provided that a proper humility of behaviour is at the same time maintained. 
You must therefore allow me to follow the dictates of my conscience on this occasion, 
which leads me to perform what I look on as a point of duty. Pardon me for neglecting 
to profit by your advice, which on every other subject shall be my constant guide, 
though in the case before us I consider myself more fitted by education and habitual 
study to decide on what is right than a young lady like yourself.” And with a low bow 
he left her to attack Mr. Darcy, whose reception of his advances she eagerly watched, 
and whose astonishment at being so addressed was very evident. Her cousin prefaced 
his speech with a solemn bow, and though she could not hear a word of it, she felt as 
if hearing it all, and saw in the motion of his lips the words “apology,” “Hunsford,” 
and “Lady Catherine de Bourgh.”—It vexed her to see him expose himself to such a 
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man. Mr. Darcy was eyeing him with unrestrained wonder, and when at last Mr. Collins 
allowed him time to speak, replied with an air of distant civility. Mr. Collins, however, 
was not discouraged from speaking again, and Mr. Darcy’s contempt seemed abundantly 
increasing with the length of his second speech, and at the end of it he only made him a 
slight bow, and moved another way. Mr. Collins then returned to Elizabeth.
“I have no reason, I assure you,” said he, “to be dissatisfied with my reception. Mr. Darcy 
seemed much pleased with the attention. He answered me with the utmost civility, 
and even paid me the compliment of saying that he was so well convinced of Lady 
Catherine’s discernment as to be certain she could never bestow a favour unworthily. It 
was really a very handsome thought. Upon the whole, I am much pleased with him.”
As Elizabeth had no longer any interest of her own to pursue, she turned her attention 
almost entirely on her sister and Mr. Bingley, and the train of agreeable reflections which 
her observations gave birth to, made her perhaps almost as happy as Jane. She saw her, 
in idea, settled in that very house, in all the felicity which a marriage of true affection 
could bestow; and she felt capable, under such circumstances, of endeavouring even 
to like Bingley’s two sisters. Her mother’s thoughts she plainly saw were bent the same 
way, and she determined not to venture near her, lest she might hear too much. When 
they sat down to supper, therefore, she considered it a most unlucky perverseness which 
placed them within one of each other; and deeply was she vexed to find that her mother 
was talking to that one person (Lady Lucas) freely, openly, and of nothing else but of 
her expectation that Jane would be soon married to Mr. Bingley.—It was an animating 
subject, and Mrs. Bennet seemed incapable of fatigue while enumerating the advantages 
of the match. His being such a charming young man, and so rich, and living but three 
miles from them, were the first points of self-gratulation; and then it was such a comfort 
to think how fond the two sisters were of Jane, and to be certain that they must desire the 
connection as much as she could do. It was, moreover, such a promising thing for her 
younger daughters, as Jane’s marrying so greatly must throw them in the way of other 
rich men; and lastly, it was so pleasant at her time of life to be able to consign her single 
daughters to the care of their sister, that she might not be obliged to go into company 
more than she liked. It was necessary to make this circumstance a matter of pleasure, 
because on such occasions it is the etiquette but no one was less likely than Mrs. Bennet 
to find comfort in staying at home at any period of her life. She concluded with many 
good wishes that Lady Lucas might soon be equally fortunate, though evidently and 
triumphantly believing there was no chance of it.
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6. 	 What does Mr. Collins’ plan to introduce himself to Mr. Darcy reveal about his 
character? 

	 A. He is meticulous in his observation of social propriety.
	 B. He has an inflated opinion of his own social standing.
	 C. He is a fawning sycophant. 
	 D. He is sensitive to the opinions and feelings of Elizabeth.
	 E. He has a keen sense of character.

7. 	 When Mr. Collins tells Elizabeth that he has “the highest opinion in the world of  
[her] excellent judgment in all matters within the scope of [her] understanding”  
(lines 28 - 29), he implies that Elizabeth

	 A. is socially inferior.
	 B. is intellectually inferior.
	 C. is more educated than most women.
	 D. has foolishly determined to marry too far above her class.
	 E. has offended Mr. Collins’s sense of social position.

8. 	 Elizabeth is happy when she considers the possible match between Jane and Mr. Bingley 
because

	 A. Mr. Bingley is rich and Jane would be well-settled.
	 B. a marriage between Jane and Mr. Bingley would upset the Bingley sisters. 
	 C. Mrs. Bennet will finally see her eldest daughter get married.
	 D. the remaining Bennet sisters will have more money after Jane marries and leaves the 

household.
	 E. she believes Jane would be sincerely happy as Mr. Bingley’s wife.

9. 	 Mrs. Bennet is excited about the possible union between Jane and Mr. Bingley for all the 
following reasons EXCEPT the fact that

	 A. Mr. Bingley is rich.
	 B. Mr. Bingley lives close to the Bennet home.
	 C. Jane’s sisters will rejoice in seeing her happily married.
	 D. Jane’s marriage would draw suitors for the remaining Bennet sisters.
	 E. Jane sincerely loves Mr. Bingley and would be happy being married to him.

10. 	 Mrs. Bennet’s attitude toward Lady Lucas during their conversation about Jane and Mr. 
Bingley can be considered 

	 A. encouraging yet insincere.
	 B. proud and distant.
	 C. friendly and trusting.
	 D. envious and jealous.
	 E. hopeful yet hesitant.
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PRACTICE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 11-15

Read the following passage carefully before you choose your answers.
from: Volume II, chapter 9

Elizabeth was sitting by herself the next morning, and writing to Jane, while Mrs. Collins 
and Maria were gone on business into the village, when she was startled by a ring at 
the door, the certain signal of a visitor. As she had heard no carriage, she thought it not 
unlikely to be Lady Catherine, and under that apprehension was putting away her half-
finished letter that she might escape all impertinent questions, when the door opened, 
and to her very great surprise, Mr. Darcy, and Mr. Darcy only, entered the room.
He seemed astonished too on finding her alone, and apologised for his intrusion by 
letting her know that he had understood all the ladies to be within.
They then sat down, and when her enquiries after Rosings were made, seemed in danger 
of sinking into total silence. It was absolutely necessary, therefore, to think of something, 
and in this emergency recollecting when she had seen him last in Hertfordshire, and 
feeling curious to know what he would say on the subject of their hasty departure, she 
observed,
“How very suddenly you all quitted Netherfield last November, Mr. Darcy! It must have 
been a most agreeable surprise to Mr. Bingley to see you all after him so soon; for, if I 
recollect right, he went but the day before. He and his sisters were well, I hope, when 
you left London.”
“Perfectly so—I thank you.”
She found that she was to receive no other answer—and, after a short pause, added,
“I think I have understood that Mr. Bingley has not much idea of ever returning to 
Netherfield again?”
“I have never heard him say so; but it is probable that he may spend very little of his 
time there in future. He has many friends, and he is at a time of life when friends and 
engagements are continually increasing.”
“If he means to be but little at Netherfield, it would be better for the neighbourhood 
that he should give up the place entirely, for then we might possibly get a settled family 
there. But perhaps Mr. Bingley did not take the house so much for the convenience of 
the neighbourhood as for his own, and we must expect him to keep or quit it on the 
same principle.”
“I should not be surprised,” said Darcy, “if he were to give it up, as soon as any eligible 
purchase offers.”
Elizabeth made no answer. She was afraid of talking longer of his friend; and, having 
nothing else to say, was now determined to leave the trouble of finding a subject to 
him.
He took the hint, and soon began with, “This seems a very comfortable house. Lady 
Catherine, I believe, did a great deal to it when Mr. Collins first came to Hunsford.”
“I believe she did—and I am sure she could not have bestowed her kindness on a more 
grateful object.”
“Mr. Collins appears very fortunate in his choice of a wife.”
“Yes, indeed; his friends may well rejoice in his having met with one of the very few 
sensible women who would have accepted him, or have made him happy if they had. 
My friend has an excellent understanding—though I am not certain that I consider 
her marrying Mr. Collins as the wisest thing she ever did. She seems perfectly happy, 
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however, and in a prudential light, it is certainly a very good match for her.”
“It must be very agreeable to her to be settled within so easy a distance of her own family 
and friends.”
“An easy distance do you call it? It is nearly fifty miles.”
“And what is fifty miles of good road? Little more than half a day’s journey. Yes, I call it 
a very easy distance.”
“I should never have considered the distance as one of the advantages of the match,” 
cried Elizabeth. “I should never have said Mrs. Collins was settled near her family.”
“It is a proof of your own attachment to Hertfordshire. Any thing beyond the very 
neighbourhood of Longbourn, I suppose, would appear far.”
As he spoke there was a sort of smile, which Elizabeth fancied she understood; he 
must be supposing her to be thinking of Jane and Netherfield, and she blushed as she 
answered,
“I do not mean to say that a woman may not be settled too near her family. The far and 
the near must be relative, and depend on many varying circumstances. Where there is 
fortune to make the expence of travelling unimportant, distance becomes no evil. But 
that is not the case here. Mr. and Mrs. Collins have a comfortable income, but not such 
a one as will allow of frequent journeys—and I am persuaded my friend would not call 
herself near her family under less than half the present distance.”
Mr. Darcy drew his chair a little towards her, and said, “You cannot have a right to such 
very strong local attachment. You cannot have been always at Longbourn.”
Elizabeth looked surprised. The gentleman experienced some change of feeling; he 
drew back his chair, took a newspaper from the table, and, glancing over it, said, in a 
colder voice,
“Are you pleased with Kent?”
A short dialogue on the subject of the country ensued, on either side calm and concise—
and soon put an end to by the entrance of Charlotte and her sister, just returned from 
their walk. The tête-à-tête surprised them. Mr. Darcy related the mistake which had 
occasioned his intruding on Miss Bennet, and after sitting a few minutes longer without 
saying much to any body, went away.
“What can be the meaning of this!” said Charlotte, as soon as he was gone. “My dear 
Eliza he must be in love with you, or he would never have called on us in this familiar 
way.”
But when Elizabeth told of his silence, it did not seem very likely, even to Charlotte’s 
wishes, to be the case; and after various conjectures, they could at last only suppose 
his visit to proceed from the difficulty of finding any thing to do, which was the more 
probable from the time of year. All field sports were over. Within doors there was Lady 
Catherine, books, and a billiard table, but gentlemen cannot be always within doors; and 
in the nearness of the Parsonage, or the pleasantness of the walk to it, or of the people 
who lived in it, the two cousins found a temptation from this period of walking thither 
almost every day. They called at various times of the morning, sometimes separately, 
sometimes together, and now and then accompanied by their aunt. It was plain to them 
all that Colonel Fitzwilliam came because he had pleasure in their society, a persuasion 
which of course recommended him still more; and Elizabeth was reminded by her own 
satisfaction in being with him, as well as by his evident admiration of her, of her former 
favourite George Wickham; and though, in comparing them, she saw there was less 
captivating softness in Colonel Fitzwilliam’s manners, she believed he might have the 
best informed mind.
But why Mr. Darcy came so often to the Parsonage, it was more difficult to understand. It 
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could not be for society, as he frequently sat there ten minutes together without opening 
his lips; and when he did speak, it seemed the effect of necessity rather than of choice—a 
sacrifice to propriety, not a pleasure to himself. He seldom appeared really animated. 
Mrs. Collins knew not what to make of him. Colonel Fitzwilliam’s occasionally laughing 
at his stupidity, proved that he was generally different, which her own knowledge of him 
could not have told her; and as she would have liked to believe this change the effect 
of love, and the object of that love, her friend Eliza, she sat herself seriously to work to 
find it out.—She watched him whenever they were at Rosings, and whenever he came 
to Hunsford; but without much success. He certainly looked at her friend a great deal, 
but the expression of that look was disputable. It was an earnest, steadfast gaze, but 
she often doubted whether there were much admiration in it, and sometimes it seemed 
nothing but absence of mind.
She had once or twice suggested to Elizabeth the possibility of his being partial to her, 
but Elizabeth always laughed at the idea; and Mrs. Collins did not think it right to 
press the subject, from the danger of raising expectations which might only end in 
disappointment; for in her opinion it admitted not of a doubt, that all her friend’s dislike 
would vanish, if she could suppose him to be in her power.
In her kind schemes for Elizabeth, she sometimes planned her marrying Colonel 
Fitzwilliam. He was beyond comparison the pleasantest man; he certainly admired her, 
and his situation in life was most eligible; but, to counterbalance these advantages, Mr. 
Darcy had considerable patronage in the church, and his cousin could have none at all.
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11. 	 According to Elizabeth, Mr. Collins is lucky to have Charlotte as a wife because 
Charlotte

	 A. and Mr. Collins are very much alike.
	 B. and Mr. Collins have a lot in common.
	 C. gets along very well with Lady Catherine.
	 D. had offers of marriage from other men.
	 E. is an intelligent woman and still agreed to marry Mr. Collins.

12. 	 The difference in social class between Darcy and Elizabeth becomes obvious when they 
discuss

	 A. Mr. Collins’ marriage to Charlotte Lucas.
	 B. the distance between Hunsford and Longbourn/Meryton.
	 C. Mr. Bingley’s wellbeing.
	 D. Lady Catherine’s willingness to renovate the parsonage.
	 E. the countryside in Kent.

13. 	 What might Mr. Darcy’s insistence that Elizabeth “cannot have a right to such very 
strong local attachment” (lines 63 – 64) foreshadow?

	 A. Elizabeth will eventually grow tired of Longbourn and wish to travel.
	 B. Elizabeth does not get along with her family.
	 C. Darcy will choose to settle near Longbourn himself.
	 D. Darcy will propose to Elizabeth and ask her to move far from her home.
	 E. Elizabeth will remain with Mrs. Collins at the Parsonage.

14. 	 Darcy and Elizabeth’s conversation about the ease of travel best illustrates
	 A. Elizabeth’s outspokenness.
	 B. Darcy’s insensitivity.
	 C. Elizabeth and Darcy’s propensity to disagree.
	 D. Elizabeth’s loyalty to her friend.
	 E. Elizabeth and Darcy’s inability to make small talk.

15. 	 Which of the following best describes the internal conflict portrayed in this passage?
	 A. Darcy’s love of Elizabeth and his inability to admit it.
	 B. Elizabeth’s uncertainty about the reasons for Darcy’s visits.
	 C. Mrs. Collins’s envy of both Elizabeth and Charlotte.
	 D. Darcy’s and Elizabeth’s contrasting views on the ease of travel.
	 E. Charlotte’s love for her husband and her desire to be home.
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PRACTICE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 16-20

Read the following passage carefully before you choose your answers.
from: Volume II, chapter 19

Had Elizabeth’s opinion been all drawn from her own family, she could not have 
formed a very pleasing picture of conjugal felicity or domestic comfort. Her father, 
captivated by youth and beauty, and that appearance of good humour which youth and 
beauty generally give, had married a woman whose weak understanding and illiberal 
mind had, very early in their marriage, put an end to all real affection for her. Respect, 
esteem, and confidence had vanished for ever; and all his views of domestic happiness 
were overthrown. But Mr. Bennet was not of a disposition to seek comfort, for the 
disappointment which his own imprudence had brought on, in any of those pleasures 
which too often console the unfortunate for their folly or their vice. He was fond of 
the country and of books; and from these tastes had arisen his principal enjoyments. 
To his wife he was very little otherwise indebted, than as her ignorance and folly had 
contributed to his amusement. This is not the sort of happiness which a man would in 
general wish to owe to his wife; but where other powers of entertainment are wanting, 
the true philosopher will derive benefit from such as are given.
Elizabeth, however, had never been blind to the impropriety of her father’s behaviour 
as a husband. She had always seen it with pain; but respecting his abilities, and 
grateful for his affectionate treatment of herself, she endeavoured to forget what she 
could not overlook, and to banish from her thoughts that continual breach of conjugal 
obligation and decorum which, in exposing his wife to the contempt of her own 
children, was so highly reprehensible. But she had never felt so strongly as now the 
disadvantages which must attend the children of so unsuitable a marriage, nor ever 
been so fully aware of the evils arising from so ill-judged a direction of talents; talents 
which rightly used, might at least have preserved the respectability of his daughters, 
even if incapable of enlarging the mind of his wife.
When Elizabeth had rejoiced over Wickham’s departure, she found little other cause 
for satisfaction in the loss of the regiment. Their parties abroad were less varied than 
before; and at home she had a mother and sister whose constant repinings at the 
dulness of every thing around them threw a real gloom over their domestic circle; and, 
though Kitty might in time regain her natural degree of sense, since the disturbers of 
her brain were removed, her other sister, from whose disposition greater evil might be 
apprehended, was likely to be hardened in all her folly and assurance by a situation of 
such double danger as a watering place and a camp. Upon the whole, therefore, she 
found what has been sometimes found before, that an event to which she had looked 
forward with impatient desire, did not, in taking place, bring all the satisfaction she 
had promised herself. It was consequently necessary to name some other period for 
the commencement of actual felicity; to have some other point on which her wishes 
and hopes might be fixed, and by again enjoying the pleasure of anticipation, console 
herself for the present, and prepare for another disappointment. Her tour to the 
Lakes was now the object of her happiest thoughts; it was her best consolation for all 
the uncomfortable hours which the discontentedness of her mother and Kitty made 
inevitable; and could she have included Jane in the scheme, every part of it would 
have been perfect.
“But it is fortunate,” thought she, “that I have something to wish for. Were the whole 
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arrangement complete, my disappointment would be certain. But here, by my carrying 
with me one ceaseless source of regret in my sister’s absence, I may reasonably hope to 
have all my expectations of pleasure realized. A scheme of which every part promises 
delight, can never be successful; and general disappointment is only warded off by the 
defence of some little peculiar vexation.”
When Lydia went away, she promised to write very often and very minutely to her 
mother and Kitty; but her letters were always long expected, and always very short. 
Those to her mother contained little else, than that they were just returned from the 
library, where such and such officers had attended them, and where she had seen 
such beautiful ornaments as made her quite wild; that she had a new gown, or a new 
parasol, which she would have described more fully, but was obliged to leave off in a 
violent hurry, as Mrs. Forster called her, and they were going to the camp;—and from 
her correspondence with her sister, there was still less to be learnt—for her letters to 
Kitty, though rather longer, were much too full of lines under the words to be made 
public.
After the first fortnight or three weeks of her absence, health, good humour, and 
cheerfulness began to re-appear at Longbourn. Everything wore a happier aspect. The 
families who had been in town for the winter came back again, and summer finery and 
summer engagements arose. Mrs. Bennet was restored to her usual querulous serenity, 
and by the middle of June Kitty was so much recovered as to be able to enter Meryton 
without tears; an event of such happy promise as to make Elizabeth hope that by the 
following Christmas, she might be so tolerably reasonable as not to mention an officer 
above once a day, unless, by some cruel and malicious arrangement at the War-Office, 
another regiment should be quartered in Meryton.
The time fixed for the beginning of their Northern tour was now fast approaching; and 
a fortnight only was wanting of it, when a letter arrived from Mrs. Gardiner, which 
at once delayed its commencement and curtailed its extent. Mr. Gardiner would be 
prevented by business from setting out till a fortnight later in July, and must be in 
London again within a month; and as that left too short a period for them to go so far, 
and see so much as they had proposed, or at least to see it with the leisure and comfort 
they had built on, they were obliged to give up the Lakes, and substitute a more 
contracted tour; and, according to the present plan, were to go no farther northward 
than Derbyshire. In that county, there was enough to be seen to occupy the chief of 
their three weeks; and to Mrs. Gardiner it had a peculiarly strong attraction. The town 
where she had formerly passed some years of her life, and where they were now to 
spend a few days, was probably as great an object of her curiosity, as all the celebrated 
beauties of Matlock, Chatsworth, Dovedale, or the Peak.
Elizabeth was excessively disappointed; she had set her heart on seeing the Lakes; 
and still thought there might have been time enough. But it was her business to be 
satisfied—and certainly her temper to be happy; and all was soon right again.
With the mention of Derbyshire, there were many ideas connected. It was impossible 
for her to see the word without thinking of Pemberley and its owner. “But surely,” said 
she, “I may enter his county with impunity, and rob it of a few petrified spars without 
his perceiving me.”
The period of expectation was now doubled. Four weeks were to pass away before her 
uncle and aunt’s arrival. But they did pass away, and Mr. and Mrs. Gardiner, with their 
four children, did at length appear at Longbourn. The children, two girls of six and 
eight years old, and two younger boys, were to be left under the particular care of their 
cousin Jane, who was the general favourite, and whose steady sense and sweetness 
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of temper exactly adapted her for attending to them in every way—teaching them, 
playing with them, and loving them.
The Gardiners staid only one night at Longbourn, and set off the next morning with 
Elizabeth in pursuit of novelty and amusement. One enjoyment was certain—that of 
suitableness as companions; a suitableness which comprehended health and temper 
to bear inconveniences—cheerfulness to enhance every pleasure—and affection and 
intelligence, which might supply it among themselves if there were disappointments 
abroad.
It is not the object of this work to give a description of Derbyshire, nor of any of the 
remarkable places through which their route thither lay; Oxford, Blenheim, Warwick, 
Kenelworth, Birmingham, &c. are sufficiently known. A small part of Derbyshire is all 
the present concern. To the little town of Lambton, the scene of Mrs. Gardiner’s former 
residence, and where she had lately learned that some acquaintance still remained, 
they bent their steps, after having seen all the principal wonders of the country; and 
within five miles of Lambton, Elizabeth found from her aunt that Pemberley was 
situated. It was not in their direct road, nor more than a mile or two out of it. In 
talking over their route the evening before, Mrs. Gardiner expressed an inclination to 
see the place again. Mr. Gardiner declared his willingness, and Elizabeth was applied 
to for her approbation.
“My love, should not you like to see a place of which you have heard so much?” said 
her aunt. “A place too, with which so many of your acquaintance are connected. 
Wickham passed all his youth there, you know.”
Elizabeth was distressed. She felt that she had no business at Pemberley, and was 
obliged to assume a disinclination for seeing it. She must own that she was tired of 
great houses; after going over so many, she really had no pleasure in fine carpets or 
satin curtains.
Mrs. Gardiner abused her stupidity. “If it were merely a fine house richly furnished,” 
said she, “I should not care about it myself; but the grounds are delightful. They have 
some of the finest woods in the country.”

95

100

105

110

115

120



50

Pride and Prejudice		  ADVANCED PLACEMENT TEACHING UNIT

		  MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

16. 	 The narrator’s observation that Lydia’s letters were “always long expected, and always 
very short” provides an example of every rhetoric device below EXCEPT

	 A. antithesis.
	 B. parallelism.
	 C. chiasmus.
	 D.conduplicatio.
	 E. hyperbole.

17. 	 The opening lines of this passage portray Mr. Bennet as
	 A. unhappily married.
	 B. indifferent and detached.
	 C. unkind and unloving. 
	 D. deeply in love.
	 E. openly cruel.

18. 	 The tone the narrator assumes when claiming that Kitty “might be so tolerably 
reasonable as not to mention an officer above once a day, unless, by some cruel and 
malicious arrangement at the War-Office, another regiment should be quartered in 
Meryton” can be characterized as 

	 A. naïve. 
	 B. omniscient.
	 C. sarcastic.
	 D. hopeful.
	 E. bitter.

19. 	 In the passage, the narrator conveys the details of the story primarily from the 
perspective of 

	 A. Elizabeth.
	 B. Kitty.
	 C. Lydia.
	 D. Mr. Bennet.
	 E. Mrs. Gardiner.

20. 	 The paragraph that begins, “It is not the object of this work to give a description of 
Derbyshire...” (line 101) can best be described as

	 A. metafiction.
	 B. authorial intent.
	 C. point-of-view.
	 D. narrative intrusion.
	 E. exposition.
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PRACTICE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS 21-25:

Read the following passage carefully before you choose your answers.
from: Volume III, chapter 8

Mr. Bennet had very often wished, before this period of his life, that, instead of 
spending his whole income, he had laid by an annual sum for the better provision of 
his children, and of his wife, if she survived him. He now wished it more than ever. 
Had he done his duty in that respect, Lydia need not have been indebted to her uncle 
for whatever of honour or credit could now be purchased for her. The satisfaction of 
prevailing on one of the most worthless young men in Great Britain to be her husband 
might then have rested in its proper place.
He was seriously concerned that a cause of so little advantage to any one should 
be forwarded at the sole expence of his brother-in-law, and he was determined, if 
possible, to find out the extent of his assistance, and to discharge the obligation as 
soon as he could.
When first Mr. Bennet had married, economy was held to be perfectly useless; for, of 
course, they were to have a son. This son was to join in cutting off the entail, as soon 
as he should be of age, and the widow and younger children would by that means be 
provided for. Five daughters successively entered the world, but yet the son was to 
come; and Mrs. Bennet, for many years after Lydia’s birth, had been certain that he 
would. This event had at last been despaired of, but it was then too late to be saving. 
Mrs. Bennet had no turn for economy, and her husband’s love of independence had 
alone prevented their exceeding their income.
Five thousand pounds was settled by marriage articles on Mrs. Bennet and the 
children. But in what proportions it should be divided amongst the latter depended 
on the will of the parents. This was one point, with regard to Lydia at least, which was 
now to be settled, and Mr. Bennet could have no hesitation in acceding to the proposal 
before him. In terms of grateful acknowledgment for the kindness of his brother, 
though expressed most concisely, he then delivered on paper his perfect approbation 
of all that was done, and his willingness to fulfil the engagements that had been made 
for him. He had never before supposed that, could Wickham be prevailed on to marry 
his daughter, it would be done with so little inconvenience to himself as by the present 
arrangement. He would scarcely be ten pounds a year the loser, by the hundred that 
was to be paid them; for, what with her board and pocket allowance, and the continual 
presents in money which passed to her through her mother’s hands, Lydia’s expences 
had been very little within that sum.
That it would be done with such trifling exertion on his side, too, was another very 
welcome surprise; for his chief wish at present was to have as little trouble in the 
business as possible. When the first transports of rage which had produced his activity 
in seeking her were over, he naturally returned to all his former indolence. His letter 
was soon dispatched; for though dilatory in undertaking business, he was quick in 
its execution. He begged to know farther particulars of what he was indebted to his 
brother; but was too angry with Lydia to send any message to her.
The good news quickly spread through the house; and with proportionate speed 
through the neighbourhood. It was borne in the latter with decent philosophy. To 
be sure, it would have been more for the advantage of conversation, had Miss Lydia 
Bennet come upon the town; or, as the happiest alternative, been secluded from the 

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40



52

Pride and Prejudice		  ADVANCED PLACEMENT TEACHING UNIT

		  MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

and the good-natured wishes for her well-doing, which had proceeded before from 
all the spiteful old ladies in Meryton, lost but little of their spirit in this change of 
circumstances, because with such an husband, her misery was considered certain.
It was a fortnight since Mrs. Bennet had been down stairs, but on this happy day 
she again took her seat at the head of her table, and in spirits oppressively high. No 
sentiment of shame gave a damp to her triumph. The marriage of a daughter, which 
had been the first object of her wishes since Jane was sixteen, was now on the point of 
accomplishment, and her thoughts and her words ran wholly on those attendants of 
elegant nuptials, fine muslins, new carriages, and servants. She was busily searching 
through the neighbourhood for a “proper situation” for her daughter, and, without 
knowing or considering what their income might be, rejected many as deficient in size 
and importance.
“Haye-Park might do,” said she, “if the Gouldings would quit it, or the great house at 
Stoke, if the drawing-room were larger; but Ashworth is too far off! I could not bear to 
have her ten miles from me; and as for Purvis Lodge, the attics are dreadful.”
Her husband allowed her to talk on without interruption while the servants remained. 
But when they had withdrawn, he said to her, “Mrs. Bennet, before you take any or 
all of these houses for your son and daughter, let us come to a right understanding. 
Into one house in this neighbourhood, they shall never have admittance. I will not 
encourage the impudence of either by receiving them at Longbourn.”
A long dispute followed this declaration, but Mr. Bennet was firm; it soon led to 
another, and Mrs. Bennet found, with amazement and horror, that her husband would 
not advance a guinea to buy clothes for his daughter. He protested that she should 
receive from him no mark of affection whatever on the occasion. Mrs. Bennet could 
hardly comprehend it. That his anger could be carried to such a point of inconceivable 
resentment, as to refuse his daughter a privilege without which her marriage would 
scarcely seem valid, exceeded all that she could believe possible. She was more alive 
to the disgrace which the want of new clothes must reflect on her daughter’s nuptials, 
than to any sense of shame at her eloping and living with Wickham a fortnight before 
they took place.
Elizabeth was now most heartily sorry that she had, from the distress of the moment, 
been led to make Mr. Darcy acquainted with their fears for her sister; for since her 
marriage would so shortly give the proper termination to the elopement, they might 
hope to conceal its unfavourable beginning from all those who were not immediately 
on the spot.
She had no fear of its spreading farther through his means. There were few people 
on whose secrecy she would have more confidently depended; but at the same time, 
there was no one whose knowledge of a sister’s frailty would have mortified her so 
much. Not, however, from any fear of disadvantage from it individually to herself; for 
at any rate, there seemed a gulf impassable between them. Had Lydia’s marriage been 
concluded on the most honourable terms, it was not to be supposed that Mr. Darcy 
would connect himself with a family where, to every other objection would now be 
added an alliance and relationship of the nearest kind with the man whom he so justly 
scorned.
From such a connection she could not wonder that he should shrink. The wish of 
procuring her regard, which she had assured herself of his feeling in Derbyshire, could 
not in rational expectation survive such a blow as this. She was humbled, she was 
grieved; she repented, though she hardly knew of what. She became jealous of his 
esteem, when she could no longer hope to be benefited by it. She wanted to hear of 
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him, when there seemed the least chance of gaining intelligence. She was convinced 
that she could have been happy with him, when it was no longer likely they should 
meet.
What a triumph for him, as she often thought, could he know that the proposals 
which she had proudly spurned only four months ago, would now have been gladly 
and gratefully received! He was as generous, she doubted not, as the most generous of 
his sex. But while he was mortal, there must be a triumph.
She began now to comprehend that he was exactly the man who, in disposition and 
talents, would most suit her. 
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21. 	 The information presented in this passage illustrates what about Mr. Bennet’s character?
	 A. He has been beset by ill-fortune his entire life.
	 B. He tends to be rash and impulsive.
	 C. He is, first and foremost, a loving father.
	 D. He is indifferent and ungrateful.
	 E. He is, in reality, no more prudent than his wife.

22. 	 According to the narrator, the Meryton neighborhood is slightly disappointed to hear 
about Lydia’s marriage because

	 A. they do not believe that Mr. Wickham is an eligible match for Lydia. 
	 B. they were hoping that Jane and the other older sisters would get married first.
	 C. out-of-wedlock pregnancy or another scandal would make for better gossip.
	 D. Lydia is planning on getting married in a different town.
	 E. they believe Mr. Wickham is too good for Lydia.

23. 	 Mr. Bennet refuses to support Lydia and Mr. Wickham because
	 A. their decision to run off together was imprudent and irresponsible.
	 B. he does not have enough money to finance their wedding.
	 C. Lydia and Mr. Wickham have enough money of their own.
	 D. he actively opposes the union between the two.
	 E. he believes Mr. Gardiner will pay for the couple.

24. 	 Mrs. Bennet’s reaction to her husband’s refusal to finance Lydia’s wedding illustrates her 
	 A. sincere concern for her daughter’s well-being.
	 B. naïve attitude toward the realistic cost of a wedding.
	 C. ability to forgive the transgressions and mistakes of her children.
	 D. desire to see Lydia happy.
	 E. inability to recognize the gravity of Lydia’s actions.

25. 	 That paragraph that begins, “From such a connection she could not wonder that he 
should shrink....” (line 89) is artistically effective largely due to Austen’s use of

	 A. antithetical statements.
	 B. chiasmus.
	 C. verbal irony.
	 D. dramatic irony.
	 E. foreshadowing.
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE ANSWERS

With Explanations

1. 	 When Elizabeth arrives at Netherfield, her chief reason for disliking the Bingley sisters is 
the fact that the Bingley sisters

	 A. have not been taking care of Jane even though she is sick.
	 The Bingley sisters have taken good care of Jane and provided medical support.
	 B. have openly laughed at Elizabeth’s dirty clothes.
	 The Bingley sisters do make fun of Elizabeth’s appearance, but they do so only behind 

her back.
	 C. have told Elizabeth that their brother is “too good” for their sister.
	 Although the Bingley sisters clearly believe that their brother is too good for Jane, they 

have not openly expressed their opinion to Elizabeth.
	 D. seem indifferent toward Jane’s well-being.
	 The Bingley sisters are only pretending to care about Jane’s wellbeing. They are not 

sincerely concerned about her. 
	 E. initially only invited Jane and not Elizabeth to visit Netherfield.
	 Elizabeth does not care whether or not she is invited by the Bingley sisters. 

2. 	 According to the Bingley sisters, Jane Bennet has little hope of being “well settled” in 
her life because 

	 A. she has the rules of decorum.
	 It is Elizabeth who has broken the rules of decorum. Jane got sick after being caught in 

bad weather on her way to Netherfield.
	 B. she does not know how to behave in the company of the upper class.
	 Jane always behaves properly.
	 C. her family are considered “low connections.”
	 The Bingley sisters consider the entire Bennet family to be beneath their upper class 

standards.
	 D. her illness will prevent her from participating in social gatherings.
	 They have every reason to believe that Jane will recover and rejoin society. 
	 E. she has allowed her neighbors to believe that Bingley prefers her.
	 Jane has never publicly discussed her affection for Mr. Bingley. It is only her mother who 

imprudently jumps to conclusions with regard to Mr. Bingley.
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3. 	 The tone in which Mr. Bingley claims that he “never heard a young lady spoken of for 
the first time, without being informed that she was very accomplished” (lines 104-105) 
is most likely

	 A. playful.
	 Given the context of the passage, it is clear Bingley is playing with his sister and 

trying to provoke Darcy into commenting.
	 B. sarcastic.
	 Given the women present and the context of the passage, there is no clear motivation 

for sarcasm. Bingley would not need or want to offend any of the ladies present.
	 C. naïve.
	 Bingley’s initial statement about how patient ladies must be to become as accomplished 

as they are might seem naïve, but this generalization clearly suggests that Bingley does 
not believe all ladies are as accomplished as they are said to be.

	 D. envious.
	 In order to suggest that Bingley is envious of ladies’ accomplishments, one would first 

have to accept that this statement about their accomplishments is sincere, which the 
context does not support.

	 E. awed.
	 As with choice (D), the context does not support a reading that Bingley is in any way 

sincere in his admirations of ladies’ accomplishments.

4. 	 The irony of Miss Bingley’s charge against Elizabeth in lines 140 - 148 is that
	 A. Miss Bingley is speaking the truth. 
	 This statement is obviously false.
	 B. Mr. Darcy seems to agree with her. 
	 Mr. Darcy’s response (“Undoubtedly [...] there is meanness in all the arts which ladies 

sometimes condescend to employ for captivation. Whatever bears affinity to cunning is 
despicable.”) seems more a criticism of Miss Bingley than Elizabeth.

	 C. she is doing what she has accused Elizabeth of. 
	 She is criticizing Elizabeth to Darcy, exactly the type of behavior she is criticizing.
	 D. she is showing Elizabeth to be no different from other women.
	 There is no contextual support for this choice. If anything, Darcy’s response indicates 

that Miss Bingley is no different from the women she is criticizing.
	 E. Elizabeth is not present in the room to hear the accusation.
	 This makes the statement hypocritical, not ironic.

5. 	 The tone the Bingley sisters use to talk about Elizabeth to Mr. Darcy throughout the 
passage can be considered

	 A. serious.
	 B. angry.
	 C. insulting.
	 D. good-humored.
	 E. condescending.
	 The Bingley sisters clearly do not respect Elizabeth, and they are not afraid to show 

it. 
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6. 	 What does Mr. Collins’ plan to introduce himself to Mr. Darcy reveal about his 
character? 

	 A. He is meticulous in his observation of social propriety.
	 As Elizabeth tries to explain to Mr. Collins, it is the social superior’s place to initiate the 

conversation. Collins would be violating this convention.
	 B. He has an inflated opinion of his own social standing.
	 Collins’s insistence that, as a clergyman, he is Darcy’s social equal is evidence of this.
	 C. He is a fawning sycophant.
	 This is true, but is not suggest by this act of social temerity. 
	 D. He is sensitive to the opinions and feelings of Elizabeth.
	 In ignoring Elizabeth’s advice and reasoning, he shows this to be untrue.
	 E. He has a keen sense of character.
	 Were this true, he would not have approached Darcy to begin with, and he would have 

recognized the disdain with which Darcy treated him.

7. 	 When Mr. Collins tells Elizabeth that he has “the highest opinion in the world of  
[her] excellent judgment in all matters within the scope of [her] understanding”  
(lines 28 - 29), he implies that Elizabeth

	 A. is socially inferior.
	 As Elizabeth has just offered etiquette advice, it is clear that Mr. Collins considers 

proper social behavior to be not “within the scope of [her] understanding.”
	 B. is intellectually inferior.
	 This may be true, but the exchange is in a social context, not an intellectual one.
	 C. is more educated than most women.
	 There is nothing in the context of the passage to support this.
	 D. has foolishly determined to marry too far above her class.
	 At this point, there is no suggestion of Elizabeth’s desire to marry Darcy or his to marry 

her.
	 E. has offended Mr. Collins’s sense of social position.
	 This is true, but (A) is a more compelling response.
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8. 	 Elizabeth is happy when she considers the possible match between Jane and Mr. Bingley 
because

	 A. Mr. Bingley is rich and Jane would be well-settled.
	 Although this is true, Elizabeth is much more concerned about Jane’s happiness. 
	 B. a marriage between Jane and Mr. Bingley would upset the Bingley sisters.
	 Elizabeth does not like the Bingley sisters, but she does not want to sabotage them 

either. She would not sacrifice Jane’s happiness only to grieve the Bingley sisters.  
	 C. Mrs. Bennet will finally see her eldest daughter get married.
	 Elizabeth is not as concerned with getting her sisters married as her mother is.
	 D. the remaining Bennet sisters will have more money after Jane marries and leaves the 

household.
	 Elizabeth is not driven by financial considerations.
	 E. she believes Jane would be sincerely happy as Mr. Bingley’s wife.
	 Elizabeth truly cares about Jane’s well-being. She wants to see Jane happy, and she 

believes that Jane would be sincerely happy as Mr. Bingley’s wife.

9. 	 Mrs. Bennet is excited about the possible union between Jane and Mr. Bingley for all the 
following reasons EXCEPT the fact that

	 A. Mr. Bingley is rich.
	 Mrs. Bennet desires to see all of her daughters taken care of before her husband dies, 

and they are left homeless.
	 B. Mr. Bingley lives close to the Bennet home.
	 This is an added benefit to Mrs. Bennet, who cannot bear to be separated from her 

daughters.
	 C. Jane’s sisters will rejoice in seeing her happily married.
	 Mrs. Bennet envisions the entire village celebrating the marriage.
	 D. Jane’s marriage would draw suitors for the remaining Bennet sisters.
	 Bingley has money and connections whom he might bring into the neighborhood.
	 E. Jane sincerely loves Mr. Bingley and would be happy being married to him.
	 Mrs. Bennet does not know what true happiness in marriage means. She is only 

concerned with superficial gains.
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10. 	 Mrs. Bennet’s attitude toward Lady Lucas during their conversation about Jane and Mr. 
Bingley can be considered 

	 A. encouraging yet insincere.
	 Although Mrs. Bennet claims to hope that Lady Lucas’s daughters will be as 

advantageously settled as she believes Jane will soon be, she is truly glad that her 
daughter is better off than Lady Lucas’s daughters. 

	 B. proud and distant.
	 Mrs. Bennet’s encouraging tone establishes this choice as untrue.
	 C. friendly and trusting.
	 The essential insincerity of Mrs. Bennet’s desire for the Lucas girls establishes this choice 

as untrue.
	 D. envious and jealous.
	 It is Mrs. Bennet who is gloating, not envious.
	 E. hopeful yet hesitant.
	 Mrs. Bennet is incapable of restraint.

11. 	 According to Elizabeth, Mr. Collins is lucky to have Charlotte as a wife because 
	 A. Charlotte and Mr. Collins are very much alike.
	 Elizabeth knows that Charlotte will be unhappy, having “settled” for a husband 

who could provide materially for her. Charlotte is intelligent and sincere; Collins is 
pretentious and foolish. They are not at all similar.

	 B. Charlotte and Mr. Collins have a lot in common.
	 This is almost an iteration of the previous choice. They are not similar, and they have 

nothing in common. 
	 C. Charlotte gets along very well with Lady Catherine.
	 Charlotte’s relationship to Lady Catherine is irrelevant in her choice as Mr. Collins’s 

wife. 
	 D. Charlotte had offers of marriage from other men.
	 Charlotte had no other offers of marriage.
	 E. Charlotte is an intelligent woman and still agreed to marry Mr. Collins.
	 Elizabeth knows that Charlotte married for material security and no other reason. 

Collins is lucky that a sensible woman settled for a pretentious, foolish social 
climber.
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12. 	 The difference in social class between Darcy and Elizabeth becomes obvious when they 
discuss

	 A. Mr. Collins’s marriage to Charlotte Lucas.
	 Darcy’s and Elizabeth’s reasons for acknowledging Mr. Collins’s good fortune may be 

vastly different, but this is not made obvious. Why Darcy considers Collins lucky is 
never revealed.

	 B. the distance between Hunsford and Longbourn/Meryton.
	 A man like Mr. Darcy, who has ample means of traveling in style, does not consider 

the distance between Hunsford and Longbourn to be significant. On the other hand, a 
middle-class girl like Elizabeth does not have the means to travel that far frequently. 
Consequently, she considers the distance to be considerable. 

	 C. Mr. Bingley’s well-being.
	 This discussion is brief, and both seem to wish Mr. Bingley well.
	 D. Lady Catherine’s willingness to renovate the parsonage.
	 No sense of class distinction arises. Elizabeth merely mentions that Mr. Collins was 

grateful for the renovations.
	 E. the countryside in Kent.
	 Elizabeth admires it.

13. 	 What might Mr. Darcy’s insistence that Elizabeth “cannot have a right to such very 
strong local attachment” (lines 63 – 64) foreshadow?

	 A. Elizabeth will eventually grow tired of Longbourn and wish to travel.
	 The tone of the passage and the manner in which Darcy delivers this line suggest more a 

request or desire than a warning.
	 B. Elizabeth does not get along with her family.
	 Elizabeth’s own protestations in this episode belie this choice.
	 C. Darcy will choose to settle near Longbourn himself.
	 This is nearly the complete opposite of what Darcy’s words would indicate.
	 D. Darcy will propose to Elizabeth and ask her to move far from her home.
	 Given the context, Darcy would be hoping that Elizabeth would be willing to travel 

far from her home in order to live at her husband’s estate.
	 E. Elizabeth will remain with Mrs. Collins at the Parsonage.
	 The level of specificity in this choice, not supported by the passage, negates it as a 

possibility.
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14. 	 Darcy and Elizabeth’s conversation about the ease of travel best illustrates
	 A. Elizabeth’s outspokenness.
	 Elizabeth does not hesitate to express her opinion that disagrees with Darcy’s.
	 B. Darcy’s insensitivity.
	 Darcy’s point is valid that, with a good road and a good vehicle, fifty miles is not an 

insurmountable distance.
	 C. Elizabeth and Darcy’s propensity to disagree.
	 In most of the rest of their conversation, they agree with one another, especially Collins’s 

good fortune in marrying Charlotte, and Collins’s gratitude for Lady Catherine’s 
renovations to the Parsonage.

	 D. Elizabeth’s loyalty to her friend.
	 To agree with Darcy would not have been a betrayal of Charlotte. Elizabeth is surmising 

was Charlotte probably believes, not representing a confidence her friend shared with 
her.

	 E. Elizabeth and Darcy’s inability to make small talk.
	 Small talk is difficult for them, but the silences are better illustrations of this inability 

than the disagreement.

15. 	 Which of the following best describes the internal conflict portrayed in this passage?
	 A. Darcy’s love of Elizabeth and his inability to admit it.
	 Everything in the passage can be explained by this, first suggested by Charlotte: the 

reason for Darcy’s first visit and all subsequent visits, his inability to make small talk, 
his curious desire to know whether Elizabeth could live far from her home.

	 B. Elizabeth’s uncertainty about the reasons for Darcy’s visits.
	 This choice might be tempting, but the uncertainty is closely related Darcy’s conflicting 

love, which expresses itself ambiguously.
	 C. Mrs. Collins’s envy of both Elizabeth and Charlotte.
	 Mrs. Collins is Charlotte. She could not envy herself.
	 D. Darcy’s and Elizabeth’s contrasting views on the ease of travel.
	 This is an open disagreement, not a character-motivating conflict within either of them.
	 E. Charlotte’s love for her husband and her desire to be home.
	 Charlotte certainly does not love her husband, and Elizabeth merely presumes her 

desire to be home.
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16. 	 The narrator’s observation that Lydia’s letters were “always long expected, and always 
very short” provides an example of every rhetoric device below EXCEPT

	 A. antithesis.
	 The contrast of long expected and very short could be considered antithesis.
	 B. parallelism.
	 The two phrases are clearly parallel.
	 C. chiasmus.
	 Chiasmus is a reverse parallelism, something like “always long expected, and very 

short—always.”
	 D. conduplicatio.
	 The repetition of the key word “always” could be considered conduplicatio.
	 E. hyperbole.
	 Though mild, use of the words “always,” and “very” could tempt the reader to note 

exaggeration.

17. 	 The opening lines of this passage portray Mr. Bennet as
	 A. unhappily married.
	 The exact opposite is true.
	 B. indifferent and detached.
	 Bennet reads and roams the country. He either ignores his wife or taunts her with 

jibes, and he has failed to instill in his daughters the necessary discernment to 
contrast their mother’s foolishness.

	 C. unkind and unloving. 
	 He is kind and loving to his daughters, and this is the reason Elizabeth is able to ignore 

his treatment of her mother.
	 D. deeply in love.
	 The passage explicitly states that he bore his wife no affection.
	 E. openly cruel.
	 The passage suggests that, rather than being openly cruel, he is sarcastic.
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18. 	 The tone the narrator assumes when claiming that Kitty “might be so tolerably 
reasonable as not to mention an officer above once a day, unless, by some cruel and 
malicious arrangement at the War-Office, another regiment should be quartered in 
Meryton” can be characterized as 

	 A. naïve. 
	 Austen’s narrator is many things but not naïve. She may be commenting on Kitty’s 

naïvety, but is not naïve herself.
	 B. omniscient.
	 Austen’s narrator is indeed omniscient, but this is not a description of the tone of the 

passage.
	 C. sarcastic.
	 The narrator’s sarcastic tone highlights Kitty’s childish and foolish behavior whenever 

she is in the presence of soldiers or other eligible young men.
	 D. hopeful.
	 Clearly we are not hoping for a mature response from Kitty; we are acknowledging the 

immaturity of Kitty’s attitude.
	 E. bitter.
	 This response might be tempting, but the narrator’s attitude throughout tends to be 

more mild.

19. 	 In the passage, the narrator conveys the details of the story primarily from the 
perspective of 

	 A. Elizabeth.
	 Throughout, we are told what Elizabeth is thinking, what Elizabeth is feeling, etc.
	 B. Kitty.
	 C. Lydia.
	 D. Mr. Bennet.
	 E. Mrs. Gardiner.

20. 	 The paragraph that begins, “It is not the object of this work to give a description of 
Derbyshire...” (line 101) can best be described as

	 A. metafiction.
	 This response might be tempting, but the commentary does not ponder the fictional 

nature of the narrative.
	 B. authorial intent.
	 The answer is far too broad a response. Everything in the novel reflects authorial intent.
	 C. point-of-view.
	 Again, this response is too broad. Yes, the passage is written in a point of view, but the 

issue is whose or what point of view.
	 D. narrative intrusion.
	 This term is one of the several used to describe an author’s pausing in the narrative 

to insert editorial content—in this case to inform the reader that no time will be 
devoted to setting the Derbyshire scene.

	 E. exposition.
	 As this part of the passage interrupts the narrative, it cannot really be considered a 

structural part of the narrative.
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21. 	 The information presented in this passage illustrates what about Mr. Bennet’s character?
	 A. He has been beset by ill-fortune his entire life.
	 The only “ill fortune” mentioned in the passage is his having five daughters.
	 B. He tends to be rash and impulsive.
	 The opposite is actually true; Mr. Bennet is too reflective and slow to act.
	 C. He is, first and foremost, a loving father.
	 While not unkind to his daughters, he is portrayed as more distant and indifferent than 

actively “loving.”
	 D. He is indifferent and ungrateful.
	 Indifferent perhaps, but the passage explicitly states that he is grateful for this brother-

in-law’s intervention and the fact that his daughter’s scandal was resolved with so little 
effort on his part.

	 E. He is, in reality, no more prudent than his wife.
	 The fact that he himself took no steps to prevent his immature and flirtatious 

daughter’s scandal, and then took precious few practical steps to rectify the situation 
shows that, in terms of practical matters, he is no wiser than his wife.

22. 	 According to the narrator, the Meryton neighborhood is slightly disappointed to hear 
about Lydia’s marriage because

	 A. they do not believe that Mr. Wickham is an eligible match for Lydia.
	 This is an opinion shared by a few of the Bennet family and other relatives but not by 

the general population of the town.
	 B. they were hoping that Jane and the other older sisters would get married first.
	 Not even Mrs. Bennet cares about the order in which her daughters marry.
	 C. out-of-wedlock pregnancy or another scandal would make for better gossip.
	 Meryton is portrayed as a town in which rumors spread quickly and gossiping is a 

favorite activity of the townspeople. The more scandal the townspeople can come 
up with, the more entertained they are. This is a community that thrives on the 
misfortunes of others. 

	 D. Lydia is planning on getting married in a different town.
	 By this point, the marriage has already taken place, presumably arranged by Mr. 

Gardiner.
	 E. they believe Mr. Wickham is too good for Lydia.
	 There is no evidence to support this.
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23. 	 Mr. Bennet refuses to support Lydia and Mr. Wickham because
	 A. their decision to run off together was imprudent and irresponsible.
	 Mr. Bennet only consents to the wedding because he wants to save Lydia’s reputation. 

He dislikes Wickham and refuses to give any money to the two because he 
disapproves of Lydia’s irresponsible behavior that jeopardized the reputation of the 
entire Bennet family.

	 B. he does not have enough money to finance their wedding.
	 This is clearly contradicted by the passage’s explaining that Mr. Bennet had five 

thousand pounds to be distributed among his wife and daughters.
	 C. Lydia and Mr. Wickham have enough money of their own.
	 Clearly, this is not the case.
	 D. he actively opposes the union between the two.
	 Although Mr. Bennet dislikes Mr. Wickham, he must consent to the union in order to 

save Lydia’s reputation.
	 E. he believes Mr. Gardiner will pay for the couple.
	 Again, the passage makes it explicit that Bennet feels greatly indebted to Mr. Gardiner 

and intends to reimburse his brother-in-law in full.

24. 	 Mrs. Bennet’s reaction to her husband’s refusal to finance Lydia’s wedding illustrates her 
	 A. sincere concern for her daughter’s well-being.
	 The passage describes Mrs. Bennet’s being aware of the “scandal” of Lydia’s not having 

new clothes. The fact that Lydia risked her own well-being by placing herself in the 
position with Wickham that she did clearly illustrates that Mrs. Bennet’s concern is 
appearances, not well-being.

	 B. naïve attitude toward the realistic cost of a wedding.
	 Financial cost does not enter into their conversation.
	 C. ability to forgive the transgressions and mistakes of her children.
	 In light of the spectacle of a wedding, Mrs. Bennet does not even seem aware that there 

has been a transgression to forgive.
	 D. desire to see Lydia happy.
	 Again, Lydia’s “happiness” is irrelevant.
	 E. inability to recognize the gravity of Lydia’s actions.
	 This passage once again illustrates Mrs. Bennet’s social preoccupation and complete 

oblivion to the reality of any given situation. That Lydia’s reckless actions threatened 
her own and her family’s reputation, that her elopement could have cast a shroud 
on all of her sisters’ prospects for a better marriage, that she has cost her family 
both materially and socially are all facts that escape Mrs. Bennet in her joy to see a 
daughter married and her desire for the marriage to be a public show.
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25. 	 That paragraph that begins, “From such a connection she could not wonder that he 
should shrink....” (line 89) is artistically effective largely due to Austen’s use of

	 A. antithetical statements.
	 The bulk of the paragraph reads:
	 She became jealous of his esteem, when she could no longer hope to be benefited 

by it. She wanted to hear of him, when there seemed the least chance of gaining 
intelligence. She was convinced that she could have been happy with him, when it 
was no longer likely they should meet. Clearly, the second clause in each sentence is 
the antithesis of the first.

	 B. chiasmus.
	 Quite the opposite, the paragraph illustrates the use of parallelism.
	 C. verbal irony.
	 Perhaps the antithesis results in a sort of irony, but there is no word play and no contrast 

between what is said and what is meant.
	 D. dramatic irony.
	 While the reader may suspect how Elizabeth and Darcy’s romance will end, the reader 

does not have any knowledge that Elizabeth lacks.
	 E. foreshadowing.
	 If anything, this passage foreshadows the termination of Darcy’s regard for Elizabeth, not 

his again proposing marriage. 
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Pride and Prejudice
VOLUME I

Volume I, Chapter 1

1. 	 Which central themes and narrative characteristics of the novel are introduced in the 
famous opening sentence of Pride and Prejudice?

	 The opening line already introduces the central theme of marriage. It likewise introduces the 
theme of social class by alluding to the fact that a “man in possession of a good fortune” is 
a desirable commodity in the world of Pride and Prejudice. Finally, the tone of the opening 
sentence introduces Austen’s ironic style. 

2. 	 Why does Mrs. Bennet state that it is impossible for her and her daughters to visit Mr. 
Bingley if Mr. Bennet does not visit him first?

	 Social decorum dictates that women cannot initiate social contact without the introduction of 
a male relative or acquaintance. 

3. 	 Why does Mr. Bennet prefer Elizabeth over his other daughters?

	 Mr. Bennet recognizes that Elizabeth is his most intelligent daughter.

4. 	 To what extent does the statement that it was the “business of [Mrs. Bennet’s] life” 
to “get her daughters married” serve as a commentary on hereditary practices among 
England’s landowners?

	 The statement serves as a commentary on the practice of property entailment that determines 
that an estate will usually be inherited by the closest male relative. Since Mrs. Bennet has 
only daughters, her ability to find eligible men who can provide for her daughters is of 
paramount importance. 

Volume I, Chapter 2

1. 	 How is Austen able to portray Mrs. Bennet as a foolish and uneducated woman when 
she describes Mrs. Bennet’s assessment of her relationship with Mrs. Long?

	 Mrs. Bennet refers to Mrs. Long as a “selfish, hypocritical woman.” At the same time, she 
claims she herself has not formed an opinion of Mrs. Long. Mrs. Bennet’s statement is a 
contradiction that reveals her own insincerity. 
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2. 	 How do Mr. Bennet’s comments on his wife’s nerves provide a clue to his overall opinion 
of his wife?

	 Mr. Bennet’s comments clearly demonstrate that he does not take his wife and her real or 
imagined ailments seriously. After many years of marriage, Mr. Bennet has learned to  
live with his wife’s foolishness. He makes no attempt to conceal his contempt for her lack  
of intellect.

Volume I, Chapter 3

1. 	 What hopes does Mrs. Bennet immediately connect with Mr. Bingley’s move  
to Netherfield?

	 Mrs. Bennet hopes that Mr. Bingley might be a suitable husband for one of her daughters.

2. 	 Which characteristics cause Mr. Darcy to make a favorable first impression at the ball? 
What does this early assessment of his character reveal about the people in Meryton?

	 Mr. Darcy is deemed an agreeable man within minutes of making his appearance at the 
ball. His appealing physical features as well as the rumor of his wealth affect the favorable 
first impression he makes. He is described as having “handsome features, noble mien” 
and the “fine figure of a man.” In addition to appreciating Mr. Darcy’s pleasing outward 
appearance—which clearly marks him as an eligible future spouse for one of the town’s 
daughters—he is initially viewed in a favorable light due to his income of “ten thousand a 
year.” Clearly, first impressions in Meryton are formed on the basis of outward appearances 
and financial status. 

3. 	 What behaviors does Mr. Darcy eventually display at the ball that cause people  
to change their initially positive opinion of him and deem him a proud and  
disagreeable man?

	 Mr. Darcy acts in a proud and conceited manner. He clearly considers himself to be above 
the people of Meryton. Mr. Darcy is not afraid to show his disdain for the people at the ball. 
He dances only with ladies of his own party (the Bingley sisters), refuses to meet any other 
ladies, and generally ignores everybody in the room except for his friends.

4. 	 What causes Elizabeth to form a negative opinion of Mr. Darcy?

	 Mr. Darcy speaks ill of Elizabeth while she is close enough to overhear his comments. Mr. 
Bingley encourages Mr. Darcy to ask Elizabeth for a dance, but Darcy claims that, though 
she is “tolerable,” Elizabeth is not “handsome enough to tempt” him. Elizabeth feels insulted 
upon hearing Darcy’s comments. 
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5. 	 Why does Mr. Bennet express his wish that Mr. Bingley “had sprained his ancle in the 
first dance”? What does the Bennets’ exchange reveal about their characters and their 
relationship?

	 When Mrs. Bennet and her daughters return from the ball, Mrs. Bennet insists on sharing 
all the particulars of the evening with her husband. She details everything Mr. Bingley did 
at the ball and discusses every dance partner he had throughout the night. Mr. Bennet is not 
interested in hearing about the dance. He sarcastically responds to his wife’s lengthy narrative 
by saying he wishes Mr. Bingley had injured himself during the first dance because, if he had, 
Mr. Bennet would not have to listen to his wife’s telling him all about the ball. 

	 Through this exchange, we learn that Mr. and Mrs. Bennet are terribly ill-suited for one 
another. Mrs. Bennet has no sense of her husband’s interests and is not sensitive enough to 
him not to belabor her description of the ball. For his part, Mr. Bennet considers his wife 
foolish and never allows the opportunity to insult her pass.

Volume I, Chapter 4

1. 	 What does Jane’s ability to “always speak what [she] think[s]” reveal about her 
character as a human being?

	 According to Elizabeth, Jane is a person who rarely finds a fault in any person. She usually 
thinks well of everyone. Yet, she herself claims that she always says what she means and 
thinks. Her statement reveals the fact that Jane’s positive attitude toward other people is 
genuine. Her “affection of candour” causes her to be “honestly blind to the follies and 
nonsense of others.” Jane is a sincere person who only sees the good in people. 

2. 	 What differentiates Mr. Bingley’s social position from Mr. Darcy’s?

	 Mr. Darcy is a man whose wealth and social status have been inherited. His family has 
owned land for generations. Mr. Bingley, on the other hand, comes from an upper-middle-
class family. His father accumulated wealth through trade. Mr. Bingley, thus, belongs to the 
newly rich upper class. He will be the first in his family to purchase an estate.
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3. 	 To what extent does the behavior displayed by the Bingley sisters reflect the anxieties of 
the newly rich?

	 The Bingley sisters do not come from an “established” family. Their father achieved wealth 
through his business dealings. The Bingley sisters’ behavior illustrates their desire to 
distance themselves entirely from their middle-class roots. They spend money freely, dress 
extravagantly, and associate only with “people of rank.” They have adopted the lifestyle of 
the upper class quickly in order to erase every memory of their middle-class upbringing. 
Hence, they pressure their brother to purchase his own estate and establish himself as a 
member of the landed gentry. Having their own upper class pretensions, they have no desire 
to preserve or promote class mobility for anyone else around them. They are careful to 
preserve class distinctions so as not to jeopardize their new status. 

Volume I, Chapter 5

1. 	 What reasons does Charlotte Lucas offer for defending Mr. Darcy’s pride?

	 Charlotte believes that Mr. Darcy has the right to be proud based on his wealth and  
social status. 

2. 	 To what extent does Mrs. Bennet’s observation that Mrs. Long “does not keep a carriage 
and had come to the ball in a hack chaise” serve as her explanation for Mr. Darcy’s 
refusal to talk with Mrs. Long at the ball?

	 Mrs. Bennet is convinced that Darcy’s pride is to blame for his refusal to talk to Mrs. Long 
at the ball. She believes that Mr. Darcy is so proud that he will not talk to anyone who is not 
rich or at least well off. 

Volume I, Chapter 6

1. 	 According to Charlotte Lucas, what does Jane need to do in order to secure Mr. Bingley?

	 Charlotte believes that Jane is too reserved and should show her affection for Mr. Bingley 
more clearly. She argues that only people close to Jane will recognize her developing feelings 
for Bingley. If Jane does not show Mr. Bingley that she likes him, he is unlikely to declare his 
love for her.



5

Pride and Prejudice		  TEACHER’S COPY

		  STUDY GUIDE

2. 	 To what extent does Elizabeth’s assessment of Jane’s interaction with Mr. Bingley 
exemplify her idea of an ideal marriage?

	 Elizabeth believes that Jane cannot possibly know whether or not she likes Mr. Bingley 
enough to marry him since she has only known him for a very short period of time. Elizabeth 
believes that two people should get to know one another well and should develop a sincere 
affection for each other. She prefers true affection over superficial affinity.

3. 	 Why does Charlotte believe that “happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance”? 
What does her assessment reveal about her attitude toward marriage?

	 According to Charlotte, mutual affection is not a prerequisite for marriage. She believes 
that matters of social advancement are more important than love. In fact, Charlotte states 
that two people should know as little about one another as possible before getting married. 
Clearly, her idea of marriage does not include a vision of an equal, satisfying union between 
two people. 

4. 	 Which narrative technique is Austen employing when she describes Darcy’s  
growing affection for Elizabeth: “he was forced to acknowledge her figure to be light  
and pleasing”?

	 Austen uses free indirect discourse from Mr. Darcy’s point of view. 

5. 	 To what extent do descriptions of Mary in chapter 6 serve as a commentary on the role 
and status of women in Regency England?

	 Mary is described as “the only plain one in the family.” Due to her lack of physical beauty, 
Mary has concentrated much of her energy on acquiring knowledge and practicing the piano 
in order to make an impression. Clearly, a young lady without physical beauty had little 
chance of being noticed in Austen’s world. Mary uses her “accomplishments” as a substitute 
for the attention her prettier sisters receive. Yet, Austen’s descriptions also reveal that English 
society did not value Mary’s efforts due to Mary’s lack of talent—she is ridiculed and looked 
down upon when she performs at the piano. A girl with “neither genius nor taste” like Mary 
has few chances of being noticed and, subsequently, finding a husband. 

6. 	 How is Miss Bingley’s disgust at the “self-importance of all these people” present at Sir 
Lucas’s ball ironic? What kind of irony is used?

	 When Miss Bingley approaches Mr. Darcy and comments on the “self-importance” of the 
people at Sir Lucas’s ball, readers can instantly recognize her observation as ironic. Readers 
immediately understand that Miss Bingley herself is a person who conducts herself in a 
self-important manner wherever she goes. Yet, Miss Bingley does not recognize her own 
hypocrisy, since she is constantly focused on the shortcomings of others instead of monitoring 
her own behavior. 
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7. 	 What criticism of the female imagination does Mr. Darcy voice to Miss Bingley? What 
social criticism is Austen suggesting in this comment?

	 Mr. Darcy criticizes the female imagination for being too hasty, particularly when it comes 
to love and relationship matters. He observes that the female imagination “jumps from 
admiration to love, from love to matrimony in a moment.” Austen is probably suggesting 
that, with no other viable options, women had no choice but to imagine love where there was 
not any, and fantasize about marriage where one might not be desirable.

Volume I, Chapter 7

1. 	 Why do the Bennets worry about their daughters’ financial security?

	 The Bennet estate has been entailed through the male line of inheritance. This means that 
only a male relative is eligible to inherit Mr. Bennet’s money and possessions. The Bennet 
daughters will share the money their mother inherited from her father, a sum of four 
thousand pounds. While providing enough money for Mrs. Bennet, the money will not be 
enough to sustain all five daughters after their father’s death. 

2. 	 What does the stationing of an army regiment in Meryton add to the novel?

	 The stationing of soldiers in town allows Austen to introduce another social class—the 
military—into her social microcosm. Also, the tiny pool of marriageable men in town has 
vastly increased. Finally, the image of dashing young men in uniform will add a touch of 
romance that proper gentlemen like Bingley and Darcy cannot supply.

3. 	 Why does Mrs. Bennet consider Jane lucky when it begins raining shortly after Jane 
leaves for Netherfield?

	 Against Jane’s own wishes, Mrs. Bennet forced Jane to go on horseback instead of using the 
carriage. Knowing that rain was imminent, Mrs. Bennet hoped that the rain would prevent 
Jane from returning to Longbourn. Mrs. Bennet clearly believes that the longer Jane is forced 
to stay at Netherfield, the more opportunities of talking to Mr. Bingley and making him fall 
in love with her she will have.

4. 	 How does Elizabeth’s arrival at Netherfield overstep the boundaries of acceptable  
female conduct?

	 Elizabeth’s vigorous walk of several miles violates the image of the “frail and dainty” lady. 
Her wet and muddy arrival violates her society’s standards of “refinement.”
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Volume I, Chapter 8

1. 	 How do the Bingley sisters evaluate Elizabeth’s spirit of independence? Why might they 
feel as they do?

	 The Bingley sisters consider Elizabeth’s spirit of independence to be a reprehensible and 
undesirable quality. The physical exertion and the dirtiness as a result of walking in the  
mud are probably too close to middle-class behavior and appearance for the Bingleys’ 
comfort. They are now “ladies of leisure” and are “appalled” at the actions of those of  
the “lower classes.”

2. 	 How does Austen manage to portray the difference between Mr. Bingley’s character and 
Mr. Darcy’s character in her depiction of their conversation about the Bennet daughters 
and their chances of being “well settled”?

	 Bingley’s positive assessment of the Bennets and their chances of marrying well reflects a 
complete lack of snobbery. He sees the Bennets for their personalities. Darcy, on the other 
hand, is well-established in the aristocracy, and first sees a person’s “connections.” He is, in 
short, something of a snob.

3. 	 What is the significance of “reading” in this chapter?

	 Reading represents both independence and intelligence. It allows Elizabeth to distance herself 
from everyone else present in the drawing room when she is forced to join the Bingleys and 
Mr. Darcy after Jane goes to bed. Later, Darcy declares that the ideal woman works on the 
“improvement of her mind by extensive reading.” The more superficial Bingley sisters taunt 
Elizabeth for being unsocial.

4. 	 Why do the Bingley sisters advise their brother to take Pemberley as a model when 
looking for an estate to purchase? What does their advice reveal about the Bingley 
sisters and their assessment of themselves?

	 Pemberley, Mr. Darcy’s home, is a magnificent estate that had been in Darcy’s family for 
generations. It reflects the wealth and superior social status of its owner. The Bingley sisters’ 
insistence that their brother purchase a similar home reflects, first of all, their hope such a 
home would establish them in the upper class, and their utter unawareness that their brother’s 
wealth does not approximate Darcy’s fortune. Later, Mrs. Bennet will commit the same type of 
error when searching for a home for Lydia and Wickham, looking only at houses far beyond 
the couple’s financial and social reach.
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5. 	 How does Mr. Darcy respond to Miss Bingley’s suggestion that Elizabeth is a woman 
who uses artifice and deception to make herself appear more desirable and other women 
appear less desirable in the company of men?

	 Mr. Darcy cleverly responds by denouncing any artful behavior and “cunning.” He obviously 
refers to Miss Bingley, rather than Elizabeth, in his answer. Mr. Darcy does not appreciate the 
fact that Miss Bingley talks negatively about Elizabeth behind her back. He recognizes that 
Miss Bingley is displaying the very behavior she criticizes in Elizabeth. 

Volume I, Chapter 9

1.	 What is Elizabeth’s assessment of Mr. Bingley’s character, by her own admission in  
his presence?

	 Elizabeth recognizes Mr. Bingley as an impulsive man who makes decisions on a whim. Yet, 
she does not criticize Mr. Bingley for not having a “deep” and “intricate” character. She 
believes that Mr. Bingley is a genuine man who has a friendly and likeable character. 

2. 	 To what extent can Mrs. Bennet’s explanation of “good breeding” be considered to be an 
insult to Mr. Darcy?

	 Mrs. Bennet feels offended when Mr. Darcy insinuates that the people in the country are 
simple and less sophisticated than people in the city. Mrs. Bennet begins talking about Sir 
Lucas and presents him as the ideal gentleman with good manners. She explains that men 
who “fancy themselves very important and never open their mouths” are not as genteel as 
“real” gentlemen like Sir Lucas. Clearly, Mrs. Bennet is speaking about Darcy, who has 
remained very quiet throughout the entire event.

3. 	 What does Elizabeth’s response to Darcy about poetry’s being the “food of love” suggest 
about her romantic notions?

	 Elizabeth, apparently has no romantic notions. She considers poetry to be one of the 
superficial social conventions associated with courtship. Love, she suggests, is a relationship 
built on mutual respect between equals rather than superficial flattery. 
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Volume I, Chapter 10

1. 	 What does Mr. Darcy criticize in Mr. Bingley’s character?

	 Mr. Darcy criticizes Mr. Bingley’s tendency to make rash decisions on a whim, his irrational, 
impulsive nature. Moreover, Darcy argues that Mr. Bingley enjoys portraying himself as a 
spontaneous man when, in reality, Bingley’s conduct is as “dependant on chance as that of 
any man.” Mr. Darcy believes that a man should not make any decision without serious 
consideration of the consequences and advantages of that decision. 

2. 	 Why does Elizabeth object to Mr. Darcy’s critical view of Mr. Bingley? What is she 
criticizing in Darcy?

	 Elizabeth argues that a man like Mr. Bingley should give in to his impulses without 
considering the consequences and advantages or disadvantages of his decisions if he is driven 
by “the influence of friendship and affection.” Elizabeth criticizes Mr. Darcy for not allowing 
friendship to play any role in his decision-making process. She considers him to be too 
rational and calculating. 

3. 	 What is the “desirable event” Miss Bingley is sarcastically referring to when she speaks 
to Mr. Darcy?

	 Miss Bingley has noticed that Mr. Darcy has developed an affection for Elizabeth. She 
ridicules his feelings—and expresses her opinion that a union between Darcy and a middle-
class woman would be disgraceful—by jokingly pretending that a marriage between Mr. 
Darcy and Elizabeth, the “desirable event,” is imminent. 

4. 	 What can be inferred about Miss Bingley’s attitude toward Mr. Darcy from her sarcastic 
allusions to a potential marital union between Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth?

	 Miss Bingley is jealous when she notices that Mr. Darcy sincerely admires Elizabeth’s beauty 
and mind. She is probably interested in Darcy herself.

Volume I, Chapter 11

1. 	 What does Miss Bingley’s attempt at reading indicate about her character? How sincere 
is she in her attempt?

	 Earlier, Miss Bingley criticized Elizabeth’s reading, claiming that Elizabeth only wanted 
to read in order to make herself appear more intelligent than the other ladies. Now, Miss 
Bingley is essentially pretending to read in an effort to impress Darcy who claimed that his 
ideal woman would be an avid reader. Miss Bingley’s actions stand in stark contrast to her 
earlier opinion and reveal her to be pretentious and a hypocrite. 
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2. 	 Why does Miss Bingley ask Elizabeth to walk around the room with her?

	 Miss Bingley is desperate to get Mr. Darcy’s attention. She initially begins walking around the 
room on her own but notices that Mr. Darcy does not look up from his book. She consequently 
decides to ask Elizabeth to join her, knowing that Darcy will likely pay attention to her. She 
hopes that she will make a “prettier figure” walking than Elizabeth. 

3. 	 Why does Mr. Darcy not consider pride to be a negative characteristic?

	 Mr. Darcy believes that pride is often warranted “where there is real superiority of mind.” He 
believes that a person of intellect has a right to be proud. 

4. 	 What negative characteristic does Mr. Darcy possess, according to his own assessment? 
Why is this admission significant?

	 Mr. Darcy admits to harboring resentment for a long time. This is significant because it is 
exactly this character flaw that Elizabeth is exhibiting in her treatment of Darcy.

5. 	 How does Elizabeth interpret Mr. Darcy’s self-admitted character flaw? How does her 
assessment relate to the theme of pride and prejudice in the novel overall?

	 Elizabeth concludes that Mr. Darcy hates everyone. She sees Mr. Darcy’s hesitation to trust 
people and make friends, and she prematurely concludes that Mr. Darcy simply has no 
interest in liking anybody. Elizabeth’s attitude demonstrates her tendency toward prejudice, 
because she does not yet know Mr. Darcy well enough to understand exactly why he is so 
hesitant to make new friends. She forms a generalized opinion based on first impressions and 
does not wait to form a sound judgment until she understands why Mr. Darcy acts the way he 
does. 

Volume I, Chapter 12

1. 	 Why does Mr. Darcy resolve not to talk to Elizabeth if at all possible on the day before 
her departure from Netherfield?

	 Mr. Darcy is afraid the he has revealed his affection for Elizabeth. He fears that he might 
have encouraged her hopes of receiving his attentions and, perhaps, even being courted 
by him. He, therefore, resolves to ignore her on her the last day of her stay at Netherfield 
in order to eliminate any possible hope she might have developed. Mr. Darcy also feels 
uncomfortable because Miss Bingley has teased him excessively ever since he has allowed his 
affection to become obvious. 
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2. 	 Why is Mr. Bennet glad to have Jane and Elizabeth home again?

	 Mr. Bennet considers Jane and Elizabeth to be the only reasonable people in his family, 
besides himself. He missed their presence and sensible contributions during the family’s 
customary evening conversations. 

Volume I, Chapter 13

1. 	 Who exactly is Mr. Collins? What does his presence in the story represent?

	 Mr. Collins is a relative of Mr. Bennet. The terms under which Mr. Bennet inherited his home 
and income stipulate that, at Bennet’s death, the house and income pass to the closest living 
male relation. If Mr. Bennet had a son, the son would inherit. As Bennet has only daughters, 
however, the house and income will pass out of the immediate family—to Mr. Collins.

	 Collins’s presence in the story represents both another aspect of the society—the clergy—and 
another eligible male for someone to marry.

2. 	 Why is Mrs. Bennet at first hesitant to receive Mr. Collins into her home?

	 Mrs. Bennet resents that Mr. Collins will be the one to drive her and her daughters from their 
home when he inherits the house. 

3. 	 How does Mrs. Bennet’s statement that “there is no knowing how estates will go when 
once they come to be entailed” serve as a testament to her naïve character?

	 Mrs. Bennet clearly does not understand the system of entailment. She believes that 
entailment is a matter of “chance” and that is it difficult to predict who will inherit an estate 
once it has been entailed. In reality, of course, entailment provides very clear guidelines and 
provisions for the line of inheritance. In the Bennet case (as in most cases), the estate is 
entailed to the closest male relative. It is, thus, not difficult at all to predict who will inherit 
the estate. 

4.	 What is suggested by Mr. Collins’s assurance that he came “prepared to admire” the 
Bennet daughters?

	 In his letter, Mr. Collins already alludes to the fact that he means to make amends to the 
Bennet daughters for taking their inheritance from them. The fact that he intends to “admire” 
the girls foreshadows his intention of marrying one of the sisters. 
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Volume I, Chapter 14

1. 	 What does Mr. Collins’s opinion of Lady Catherine de Bourgh reveal about his character 
and his attitude toward wealth and social status?

	 Mr. Collins is clearly impressed by Lady Catherine’s wealth and social status. He makes 
no mention of her character but dwells on the size and grandeur of her home, the type of 
carriage she drives—the mere trappings of her wealth. He seems to feel important as long as 
he can boast of his “relationship” with one of the most powerful women in the country. 

2. 	 What does Mr. Collins’s taste in books reveal about his attitude toward female 
education?

	 Mr. Collins is shocked to discover that the Bennet family reads novels, checked out from a 
circulating library. He considers novels to be inappropriate, scandalous literature that poisons 
the minds of young ladies. Instead, he believes that educational sermons discussing proper 
female behavior are appropriate reading material for young women. Mr. Collins is clearly a 
conservative man who believes that young ladies should be taught to be obedient and quiet. 
He supports traditional female education that teaches young women needlework, good 
behavior—all of those things, which Mr. Bingley earlier called a lady’s “accomplishments.”

Volume I, Chapter 15

1. 	 How does Mr. Collins evaluate his decision to marry one of the Bennet daughters?

	 Mr. Collins considers his decision to be exceedingly generous and selfless. He feels that, by 
marrying one of the Bennet daughters, he can “make amends” for inheriting their home. He 
also believes that his social status, educational level, and personal connections make him 
more than a suitable match for any of the Bennet girls. It is his opinion that each of them 
could consider herself lucky to receive his proposal. 

2. 	 Why does Mr. Collins change his mind and not ask Jane to marry him?

	 Mrs. Bennet informs Mr. Collins that an engagement between Jane and Mr. Bingley is 
imminent. 

3. 	 What does Austen reveal about Mrs. Phillips when she writes that Mrs. Phillips “was 
quite awed by such an excess of good breeding” when she meets Mr. Collins?

	 Austen reveals to her readers that Mrs. Phillips is a kind but simple woman. Unlike 
Elizabeth, Jane, and Mr. Bennet, she fails to see through Mr. Collins’s pretentious and 
pompous exterior. 



13

Pride and Prejudice		  TEACHER’S COPY

		  STUDY GUIDE

4. 	 What is surprising about the encounter between Mr. Darcy and Mr. Wickham, and what 
might it foreshadow?

	 Although Mr. Darcy and Mr. Wickham know one another, each refuses to acknowledge the 
other’s presence or acquaintance. As we have already sensed Darcy’s interest in Elizabeth and 
we know of Elizabeth’s budding interest in Wickham, we can speculate that there will be some 
intrigue concerning these three characters.

Volume I, Chapter 16

1. 	 In the developing intrigue concerning Wickham, Darcy and Elizabeth, with whom does 
Elizabeth immediately side? Why?

	 Elizabeth immediately sides with Wickham. He tells a very sad tale about being cheated 
of the living that had been promised him by Darcy’s father. Elizabeth has already formed a 
prejudice against Darcy and relishes hearing how proud and spiteful he is.

3. 	 What evidence does Elizabeth hear that contradicts Wickham’s evaluation of Darcy?

	 Elizabeth learns that Darcy is generous and hospitable to his friends, tenants, and the poor. 
He also takes great care of his young sister. 

4. 	 Why is Elizabeth certain that Miss Bingley’s romantic intentions with regard to Mr. 
Darcy are in vain?

	 Elizabeth learns from Mr. Wickham that the daughter of Lady Catherine de Bourgh, Mr. 
Darcy’s cousin, has been chosen as his future wife. A union between the two would unite two 
great estates and make both families exceedingly rich and influential.

Volume I, Chapter 17

1. 	 Why is Jane not inclined to condemn Mr. Darcy when she hears about his past conduct 
toward Mr. Wickham from Elizabeth?

	 First, we have already learned that it is Jane’s nature to assume the best about a person. She 
also does not want to think ill of a man who is a close friend and associate of her beloved Mr. 
Bingley.

2. 	 Why does Elizabeth begin to suspect that Mr. Collins has chosen her as his future wife?

	 Mr. Collins asks Elizabeth to reserve the first two dances at the upcoming Bingley ball for 
him. She also notices Mr. Collins’s “increasing civilities toward her.”
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Volume I, Chapter 18

1. 	 Why is Elizabeth disappointed when she arrives at the Netherfield ball? How does her 
disappointment influence her attitude toward Mr. Darcy?

	 Elizabeth realizes that Mr. Wickham is absent from the ball. She suspects that he is trying to 
avoid being in Mr. Darcy’s presence. Elizabeth is angry at Darcy, because she had hoped to 
dance with Mr. Wickham. She determines to ignore Mr. Darcy and not have any conversation 
with him. She believes that “attention, forbearance, patience with Darcy, was injury to 
Wickham.”

2. 	 What is ironic about Elizabeth’s warning Mr. Darcy not to form hasty resentments?

	 Elizabeth has formed the exact type of resentment against Mr. Darcy that she is warning him 
against forming.

3. 	 What does Elizabeth mean when she criticizes Miss Bingley for her judgment of 
Wickham: “his guilt and his descent appear by your account to be the same”?

	 Elizabeth accuses Miss Bingley of judging a person’s character based solely on class. Miss 
Bingley states that she does not like Mr. Wickham, but the only reason she offers is the fact 
that he is the “son of Mr. Darcy’s steward.”

4. 	 Besides what she tells Mr. Collins, what underlying reason is there for her not wanting 
Mr. Collins to introduce himself to Mr. Darcy?

	 Elizabeth does not want to appear more low and common than she already feels in Darcy’s 
and the Bingley sisters’ estimation. For Mr. Collins to commit such an egregious social faux 
pas would only contribute to this estimation.

5. 	 What does Collins himself suggest in his response to Elizabeth?

	 Collins suggests that Elizabeth is indeed too common to understand the intricate working of 
social etiquette.

6. 	 How does Mrs. Bennet contribute to Elizabeth’s social humiliation?

	 Mrs. Bennet is loud and crass and discusses a marriage arrangement that has not even been 
mentioned yet.
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Volume I, Chapter 19

1. 	 What does Mr. Collins’s marriage proposal establish about his character?

	 Mr. Collins is indeed pompous, foolish, and too aware of status. There is very little of love 
and happiness in his proposal. Instead, he speaks of the marriage like a business proposition, 
how it will benefit him—provide a good example for his parishioners and please his patron—
and how it will benefit Elizabeth—theoretically improve her social standing and allow her 
mother and sisters to stay in their home after the death of Mr. Bennet.

2. 	 How do the reasons Mr. Collins offers for wanting to marry Elizabeth indicate that he 
would have married any of the Bennet daughters?

	 A marriage to any one of the Bennet sisters—to any woman—would provide the same 
benefits to Mr. Collins. Should any of the Bennet sisters marry Mr. Collins, the rest would be 
taken care of. 

3. 	 What do we learn from Mr. Collins’s reaction to Elizabeth’s rejection?

	 As Mr. Collins cannot fathom Elizabeth’s being anything but grateful for the opportunity to 
improve her situation and provide for her sisters, we must conclude that there is no limit 
to the man’s blindness and self-regard. He treats the rejection as if Elizabeth were merely 
playing a game, and lists the “flaws” that might prevent Elizabeth from ever having another 
opportunity to marry. He is thoughtless, insensitive, and, again, pompous.

Volume I, Chapter 20

1. 	 Explain the several reason that lie behind Mr. Bennet’s reaction to Mr. Collins’s proposal 
and Elizabeth’s rejection.

	 In Bennet’s reaction, we are able to see (1) his affection for Elizabeth and (2) his disregard 
for his wife. Bennet knows Collins to be a pompous fool and would not like to see his 
daughter waste herself on such a match. Therefore, he refuses to “consent” to the match. On 
the other hand, he knows how desperately his wife wants someone to marry Collins and 
secure their home for them, so Bennet takes great pleasure in irking her. 

Volume I, Chapter 21

1. 	 What impression does the reader get from the tone and content of Miss Bingley’s letter?

	 It is obvious that the party has departed in haste—much earlier than had been anticipated. 
With the mention of Darcy’s sister, it is obvious that Darcy and the Bingley sisters feared a 
potential match between Bingley and Jane.
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2. 	 List the several events that have occurred to precipitate the Bingleys’ and Darcy’s sudden 
departure.

	 Jane’s severe reprimand of Darcy at the ball, the appearance of Collins and Elizabeth’s being 
engaged, and Mrs. Bennet’s uncouth behavior have all probably contributed to the sudden 
departure.. 

Volume I, Chapter 22

1. 	 What does Mr. Collins’s sudden engagement to Charlotte establish?

	 Clearly, Collins was merely shopping for a wife, and had no sense of love or regard or 
affection to the woman he would eventually take home to his parsonage.

2. 	 Compare Charlotte’s attitude toward marriage with Elizabeth’s. What does Charlotte’s 
engagement to Mr. Collins foreshadow?

	 While Elizabeth believes a marriage is a union of equals who love and respect one another, 
Charlotte takes a thoroughly pragmatic approach to marriage. Marriage, to Charlotte, is a 
business institution in which a woman secures her future. Love need not enter into such an 
arrangement. The reader can be fairly certain that, married to Mr. Collins, Charlotte will be 
cared for materially, but will ultimately be very unhappy.

Volume I, Chapter 23

1. 	 How does Mr. Bennet respond to the news of Charlotte’s engagement to Mr. Collins?

	 Mr. Bennet is convinced that only a foolish and simple-minded woman could ever accept Mr. 
Collins’ proposal. He now considers Charlotte to be “as foolish as his wife, and more foolish 
than his daughters.”

2. 	 How does Elizabeth evaluate Mr. Bingley’s continued absence from Netherfield?

	 Elizabeth is beginning to feel uneasy about Mr. Bingley’s absence. She does not believe that he 
changed his mind about Jane, but she fears that his sisters and Mr. Darcy might manage to 
keep him away from Jane long enough for him to forget about his affection for her. 
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VOLUME II

Volume II, Chapter I

1. 	 How does Mr. Bingley’s absence from Netherfield and his almost certain rejection of 
Jane emphasize the importance of adhering to the rules of social decorum for a young 
woman?

	 While Jane is heartbroken when she realizes that Mr. Bingley will likely not return to 
Netherfield, she is relieved because she knows that her conduct in Mr. Bingley’s presence was 
appropriate and did not breach any laws of social decorum. Had Jane revealed her affection 
openly or otherwise overstepped the boundaries of propriety, her reputation might now be in 
jeopardy. As it is, she has nothing to be ashamed of, and she cannot be publicly reproached 
for her conduct. 

2. 	 Given Bingley’s absence, contrast Jane’s behavior regarding her attachment with  
Mrs. Bennet’s.

	 Given the fact that Bingley left without settling an engagement with Jane makes Mrs. Bennet’s 
premature comments at the ball in Volume 1, chapter 18 all the more humiliating to herself 
and her daughters. Jane, however, has acted with decorum.

3.	 How does Mr. Bingley’s absence affect Elizabeth’s attitude toward the dangers of first 
impressions? Why is this ironic?

	 Elizabeth is disillusioned and disappointed. She believes that she has been greatly mistaken 
in considering Mr. Bingley to be a man of his word. She now understands the “inconsistency 
of all human character” and believes that first impressions can be misleading. She further 
expresses her belief that people you thought you knew can change in an instant. This is ironic 
because she is herself still unyielding in her first impression of Darcy.

4. 	 What goal does Elizabeth believe the Bingley sisters are pursuing by setting up their 
brother with Georgiana Darcy?

	 Elizabeth believes that the Bingley sisters are interested in advancing their family’s social 
standing. She does not think that they are interested in their brother’s happiness. 
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Volume II, Chapter 2

1. 	 How does Mrs. Gardiner evaluate Mr. Bingley’s love? Why does she have a different view 
from Elizabeth and Jane?

	 Mrs. Gardiner believes that Mr. Bingley was, indeed, “violently in love,” but she knows 
that this kind of love is merely a short-lived infatuation, not a lasting, true affection. Mrs. 
Gardiner is more experienced than Jane or Elizabeth. She has seen men fall in and out of love 
many times. 

2.	 Why does Elizabeth consider it implausible that Jane will see Mr. Bingley in London?

	 Elizabeth believes that Mr. Bingley would never visit an address in Gracechurch Street, where 
her aunt and uncle live. Gracechurch street is a trade and commerce district in London, and 
Mr. Bingley, always wanting to keep his own mercantile roots far behind him, is unlikely ever 
to set foot in this part of town.

Volume II, Chapter 3

1. 	 What does Mrs. Gardiner’s advice to Elizabeth about marrying Wickham suggest about 
her attitude toward marriage?

	 Mrs. Gardiner’s advice to Elizabeth not to marry Wickham because neither has sufficient 
fortune suggests that she considers marriage to be a financial institution. 

2. 	 What finally convinces Jane that Miss Bingley does not regard her as a friend, as she had 
thought for so long?

	 While in London, Jane visits Miss Bingley. Miss Bingley, however, fails to return the visit or 
send a note. Her failure to return Jane’s visit is a breach of etiquette and indicates that Miss 
Bingley has no desire to continue the acquaintance with Jane.

3. 	 What causes Mr. Wickham lose his interest in Elizabeth?

	 Mr. Wickham meets another woman who has recently come into a considerable amount of 
money. Wickham is obviously more interested in the woman’s fortune than the woman herself. 
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Volume II, Chapter 4

1. 	 Structurally, how does Elizabeth’s visit with her aunt, uncle, and sister fit into the 
narrative?

	 Elizabeth visits her sister—who has been disappointed in love, but is recovering and will 
eventually be happy—on her way to visit her friend who was “successful” in courting and 
marrying, but is most likely not happy.

2. 	 What event is set up for the future?

	 Elizabeth’s future tour with the Gardiners is established.

Volume II, Chapter 5

1. 	 What is Austen’s intention when she writes about Mr. Collins that “Elizabeth was 
prepared to see him in his glory”?

	 Austen reveals Elizabeth’s humorous attitude toward Mr. Collins. Elizabeth expects Mr. 
Collins to behave in his usual boastful, self-important manner. Upon arriving at the 
parsonage, she is ready to hear Mr. Collins show off his home and boast of his relationship 
with Lady Catherine de Bourgh. Austen’s humorous tone indicates that Elizabeth knows Mr. 
Collins well and has accepted him for the foolish man he is.

2. 	 What does Elizabeth’s assessment of Charlotte’s happiness suggest about Charlotte’s 
marriage?

	 Noticing that Charlotte can enjoy her life only when she is able to “forget” about Mr. 
Collins and withdraw from his presence, Elizabeth determines that “by Charlotte’s evident 
enjoyment,” he “must be often forgotten.” Clearly, Charlotte and Collins’s marriage is not  
the partnership of two equals that Elizabeth believes a marriage should be.

3. 	 Why does Elizabeth believe that Miss de Bourgh will make “a very proper wife” for Mr. 
Darcy? What does her attitude reveal about her opinion of Darcy?

	 When Elizabeth sees Miss de Bourgh, she finds her to be a small, sickly, and unfriendly-
looking woman. She is exactly the kind of partner she wishes for Mr. Darcy. Elizabeth  
clearly harbors feelings of extreme resentment and dislike against Mr. Darcy. She wants 
him to be unhappily married, because she does not think he deserves a smart, friendly, and 
beautiful wife. 
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Volume II, Chapter 6 

1. 	 Considering Elizabeth’s initial impression of Lady Catherine de Bourgh, what similarities 
exist between her and Mr. Darcy?

	 Elizabeth finds Lady Catherine to be a proud and self-important woman—very similar to Mr. 
Darcy. She also sees in Lady Catherine a strong desire to preserve the difference between the 
social classes and to prevent class mobility. Mr. Darcy has demonstrated again and again that 
he disapproves of Mr. Bingley’s attraction to Jane because of her middle-class family. 

2. 	 Why is Lady Catherine de Bourgh rich even though her husband has died?

	 Either the estate belonging to the de Bourgh family was not entailed through the male line of 
inheritance, and Lady Catherine inherited her husband’s wealth and land after his death; or 
the wealth and estate were her family’s to begin with. 

3. 	 What is the significance of the Bennet girls’ lack of a governess?

	 To Lady Catherine, the lack of a governess in the Bennet household is a sign of social 
inferiority. 

4. 	 What does Lady Catherine criticize about Elizabeth’s character? Why are these criticisms 
significant?

	 Lady Catherine finds Elizabeth to be too independent and straightforward. She believes 
that Elizabeth is too quick to voice her opinion, and she feels that Elizabeth has a tendency 
toward disobedience when she does not reveal her age to Lady Catherine right away. The 
criticisms are significant from both a generational and social standpoint. Generationally, 
Elizabeth should be more obedient to her elder. Socially, she should be more obedient to her 
social superior. More important, however, she is displaying the type of middle-class behavior 
that the “refined” upper class would consider “presumptuous.” Elizabeth clearly does not 
know “her place.”

Volume II, Chapter 7

1. 	 What degree of importance does Lady Catherine enjoy within her parish? Given what 
we know of Lady Catherine, what does this “importance” probably amount to?

	 Although, as a woman, Lady Catherine is not able to hold an official administrative position 
in her parish, she is extremely active in managing the affairs of her parishioners. She 
settles disputes and keeps order among the citizens. All of this probably amounts to no more 
thanLady Catherine’s being a bossy busybody.
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Volume II, Chapter 8

1. 	 Why do Charlotte and Mr. Collins not receive an invitation to dine at Rosings after Mr. 
Darcy and Colonel Fitzwilliam arrive even though it had been their habit to dine there 
at least twice a week? 

	 Lady Catherine invites Mr. Collins and Charlotte only when she cannot surround herself with 
“better” company. As soon as Mr. Darcy and Colonel Fitzwilliam arrive, she does not require 
the Collinses for her entertainment and diversion any longer.

2. 	 What is the tone of Elizabeth and Darcy’s conversation at Rosings?

	 The phrases Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy use in their conversation create a sarcastic tone—
teasing, yet resentful.

Volume II, Chapter 9

1. 	 What social gaffe has Darcy committed in visiting the Parsonage? What might this 
suggest?

	 Mr. Darcy visits uninvited, as a familiar friend might, and he finds Elizabeth in the house 
alone. It is highly improper for a gentleman to entertain a lady or vice versa without the 
company of chaperones. The fact that Darcy comes uninvited and “happens to” find Elizabeth 
home suggests his strong desire to see her.

2. 	 What reason does Elizabeth give to explain to Mr. Darcy that Mr. Collins should 
consider himself lucky to have Charlotte as his wife?

	 Elizabeth explains that no other sensible woman would ever have accepted the marriage 
proposal of a man as foolish as Mr. Collins.

3. 	 What is the significance of Darcy and Elizabeth’s discussion of travel and the distance to 
Longbourne?

	 Mr. Darcy’s and Elizabeth’s different opinions on the distance between the Collins home and 
Elizabeth’s home are a reflection on social class: Mr. Darcy can easily afford a comfortable 
carriage that could convey him fifty miles, but Elizabeth’s family cannot. Their differing ideas 
on what it means to be “close” indicate how different they are socially. 
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4. 	 What image of Mr. Darcy’s attitude toward Elizabeth is Austen establishing when she 
writes, “he certainly looked at her a great deal, but the expression of that look was 
disputable. It was an earnest, steadfast gaze, but she often doubted whether there were 
much admiration in it, and sometimes it seemed nothing but absence of mind.”

	 Mr. Darcy’s initial attraction to Elizabeth’s “beautiful eyes” is slowly being replaced by a deep 
and sincere regard for her character. Mr. Darcy’s affection is not a violent infatuation but a 
sincere, steadily growing feeling of love. 

Volume II, Chapter 10

1. 	 What does Elizabeth learn about Darcy’s role in Jane’s heartbreak? How does this affect 
her opinion of Darcy?

	 Colonel Fitzwilliam explains that Mr. Darcy proudly told him that he had very recently 
saved a friend from an unsuitable marriage. Fitzwilliam also implies that he believes this 
friend to be Mr. Bingley. Elizabeth immediately assumes that Mr. Darcy was referring to the 
relationship between Mr. Bingley and Jane. The presumption that Darcy helped to ruin Jane’s 
chance of a happy marriage simply increases her initial dislike of Mr. Darcy.

2. 	 According to Elizabeth, what reasons motivated Mr. Darcy to discourage the match 
between Mr. Bingley and Jane?

	 Elizabeth knows that Mr. Darcy objects to Jane based on her low family connections. She also 
believes that Mr. Darcy’s pride drove him to influence his friend. Furthermore, she believes he 
wants to secure Mr. Bingley for his own sister, Georgiana.

Volume II, Chapter 11

1. 	 How is Mr. Darcy’s marriage proposal consistent with his established character?

	 Consistent with his character, Darcy is very proud and aware of his social position. He speaks 
awkwardly of Elizabeth’s “inferiority” and her “family obstacles.” He is completely oblivious 
to the insults his words convey.

2. 	 How is Mr. Darcy’s marriage proposal not consistent with his established character?

	 Darcy has always seemed cool, detached, and in control. Now, however, he seems distraught 
and overwhelmed with emotion.
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3. 	 What reasons does Elizabeth give for rejecting Darcy’s proposal?

	 Elizabeth explains that specific aspects of Mr. Darcy’s character formed the “ground-work 
of disapprobation” from the moment she met him. She is referring primarily to Mr. Darcy’s 
pride, his arrogance, and his “selfish disdain for the feelings of others.” Elizabeth further 
states that she could never accept a marriage offer by the man who destroyed her sister’s 
happiness. Finally, Elizabeth dislikes Mr. Darcy due to the unkind behavior he has shown to 
Mr. Wickham. She cannot forgive his refusal to grant Mr. Wickham the living that the late Mr. 
Darcy had intended for him. 

Volume II, Chapter 12

1. 	 How do Mr. Darcy’s reasons for keeping Jane and Mr. Bingley apart illustrate a key 
similarity between his character and Elizabeth’s character?

	 Mr. Darcy’s reasons for keeping Mr. Bingley and Jane apart were partially noble. He did not 
want his friend to enter into a marriage that is not based on deep, mutual love. Elizabeth’s 
idea of an ideal marriage also demands mutual respect and love. 

2. 	 How does Darcy portray Wickham in his letter?

	 Mr. Wickham’s portrayal in Darcy’s letter is drastically different from the reputation he 
has been able to enjoy in Meryton. Darcy’s letter describes Mr. Wickham as a headstrong, 
unreliable, and ungrateful man. According to Darcy’s letter, Mr. Wickham is given to excessive 
spending, gambling, and womanizing. He tried to elope with Darcy’s young sister and nearly 
ruined her reputation. 

Volume II, Chapter 13

1. 	 Describe the various epiphanies Mr. Darcy’s letter begins to awaken in Elizabeth:

	 A. How does Darcy’s letter motivate Elizabeth to begin to evaluate her own character?

	 Elizabeth begins to re-evaluate her friendship with Mr. Wickham and admits to herself that 
her judgment of Mr. Wickham was premature and based solely on superficial encounters and 
observations. She confesses that she did not have any knowledge of Mr. Wickham’s life from 
any other source than Mr. Wickham himself. She also acknowledges that Mr. Wickham’s 
behavior was, at times, imprudent—his willingness to share so many intimate details about 
his disagreement with Darcy to herself when they had scarcely met was a breach of social 
decorum. Elizabeth chides herself for having been too trusting and for not having noticed 
Mr. Wickham’s socially unacceptable behavior. She also admits that she failed to evaluate 
his mercenary spirit (as evident in his sudden attachment to Miss King) critically. Elizabeth 
realizes that her judgment was driven by first impressions and hasty decisions. 
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	 B. How does Darcy’s letter affect Elizabeth’s assessment of her own family?

	 Elizabeth has to admit that Jane’s affections for Mr. Bingley were, indeed, difficult to detect. 
She now realizes that Jane’s behavior was restrained and did not encourage Mr. Bingley’s 
advances. Most importantly, she understands that it was not Mr. Darcy or Miss Bingley who 
destroyed Jane’s chances of marrying Mr. Bingley, but her mother and younger sisters. She 
understands that Mr. Darcy’s criticism of her family is justified, and she feels very ashamed 
and humiliated when she considers how her own reputation must suffer because of the 
imprudent behavior of her foolish mother and sisters. 

Volume II, Chapter 14

1. 	 How do Elizabeth’s feelings toward Mr. Darcy change after he leaves Rosings Park?

	 Elizabeth now has to admit that Mr. Darcy is a respectable man, and she feels compassion for 
having disappointed and destroyed his hopes. Elizabeth still feels that he unjustly criticized 
her connections during his proposal, but she cannot deny the fact that her family is, indeed, a 
disgrace. Elizabeth develops a sincere affection for Mr. Darcy, even if she is not able to admit 
it to herself fully. 

Volume II, Chapter 15

1. 	 What is ironic about Mr. Collins’s discussion with Elizabeth about the happiness of his 
marriage?

	 Mr. Collins portrays his marriage to Charlotte to be exactly the type of marriage Elizabeth 
wants: an equal partnership based on mutual regard. Collins claims that he and Charlotte 
have much in common: “my dear Charlotte and I have but one mind and one way of 
thinking.” Of course, the reader knows that this is not the case, and Charlotte is able to find 
happiness only by creating a refuge in her room away from Mr. Collins. 

2. 	 Why does Elizabeth hesitate to tell Jane about Mr. Darcy’s proposal and letter while both 
are in London?

	 Elizabeth fears that any news of Mr. Bingley might distress Jane. She particularly fears 
that Jane might be very upset to hear that Mr. Bingley doubted her affection and therefore 
distanced himself from her. 
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Volume II, Chapter 16

1. 	 What surprise awaits Jane and Elizabeth at the Inn where they are waiting for Mr. 
Bennet’s coach to convey them to Longbourn?

	 Lydia and Kitty are waiting for the eldest sisters at the Inn.

2. 	 How does the news Elizabeth receives of Mr. Wickham solidify her opinion she formed 
after reading Mr. Darcy’s letter?

	 Elizabeth learns that Mr. Wickham’s relationship with Miss King has ended because Miss 
King has left town. Elizabeth is reminded of how fickle Mr. Wickham’s attachments are and 
how everything he does is driven by financial necessity.

3. 	 What is further suggested by Miss King’s suddenly leaving town?

	 It is suggested that someone with influence over Miss King heard of her relationship with 
Wickham and of Wickham’s reputation and helped Miss King leave before her own reputation 
could be ruined.

4. 	 Why is Elizabeth concerned when she hears her parents discussing plans to send the 
daughters to Brighton?

	 Elizabeth has recently come to understand that her younger sisters are capricious and cannot 
be trusted to behave appropriately around men. Brighton is a seaside resort where soldiers 
are frequently stationed. Elizabeth fears that her sisters might find themselves in trouble if 
they are far from home in the company of so many men. 

Volume II, Chapter 17

1. 	 Why does Jane particularly pity Mr. Darcy when she hears that Elizabeth rejected his 
marriage proposal?

	 Jane believes that Mr. Darcy must have been particularly disappointed because he was so sure 
that Elizabeth would return his affection and accept his proposal. He was not prepared for a 
rejection.

2. 	 Why do Elizabeth and Jane decide not to share the information about Mr. Wickham’s 
infamous character with others in Meryton?

	 Elizabeth and Jane believe that Mr. Darcy has not authorized them to make the information 
he provided public. Jane also hopes that Mr. Wickham might have come to regret his past 
behavior, and a public revelation of his past deeds might ruin his chances to repent and 
reestablish a positive reputation. 
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3. 	 What does Jane’s reaction to Elizabeth’s news about Mr. Wickham reveal about her 
character’s strengths and flaws?

	 Jane is a person who believes in the fundamental good in all people. She is disinclined to 
believe that anybody can have a truly evil character. On the one hand, her belief is admirable, 
and it shows that any person should be forgiven a transgression he or she regrets. On the 
other hand, Jane’s character is somewhat naïve. She believes, for example, that Mr. Wickham 
has changed and might have a true desire to mend his ways. Jane is too trusting when it 
comes to seeing the good in everyone. 

4. 	 What aspects of Mr. Darcy’s letter does Elizabeth not reveal to Jane?

	 Elizabeth does not share anything Mr. Darcy has written about Jane and Mr. Bingley. She 
fears Jane would be devastated if she knew how much Mr. Darcy truly loved her. 

Volume II, Chapter 18

1. 	 What is clearly foreshadowed by the Bennets’ plans to allow Lydia to go to Brighton 
despite Elizabeth’s objections?

	 Given what we have just learned of Wickham’s character and past behavior, it is clear that 
there is going to be some intrigue concerning Lydia and Wickham. Also, given the connection 
between Darcy and Wickham, Elizabeth’s growing admiration for Darcy, and Elizabeth’s new 
evaluation of her family through Darcy’s eyes, we can likewise assume that Darcy will play 
some role in this intrigue.

2. 	 What does Mr. Bennet’s allowing Lydia to go to Brighton establish about his character?

	 Given his reasons for allowing Lydia to go—that she won’t let up complaining and begging 
until she is allowed, and that a little public exposure might do her some good, we can see 
once and for all that Bennet is thoroughly ineffective as a parent, and completely unable to 
save his family from potential scandal. 

3. 	 What tone characterizes the conversation between Elizabeth and Mr. Wickham on the 
day before his departure?

	 The conversation between Elizabeth and Mr. Wickham is marked by dislike on Elizabeth’s 
part and distrust and fear of discovery on Mr. Wickham’s part.
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Volume II, Chapter 19

1. 	 Of what aspect of Mr. Bennet’s behavior as a husband does Elizabeth most disapprove?

	 Elizabeth criticizes her father for not requiring his daughters to treat their mother with 
more respect. Even though Mrs. Bennet is an exceedingly foolish woman, Elizabeth believes 
that Mr. Bennet should not “expose his wife to the contempt of her own children.” Elizabeth 
wishes her father had taken a more active role in controlling his daughters. 

2. 	 What rhetorical device does Austen employ when she has the narrator observe of Kitty: 
“by the following Christmas, she might be so tolerably reasonable as not to mention an 
officer above once a day, unless by some cruel and malicious arrangement at the war-
office, another regiment should be quartered in Meryton”?

	 The passage is an example of exaggeration or hyperbole. 

3. 	 Why is Elizabeth hesitant when she learns that she will not accompany the Gardiners to 
the Great Lakes but to Derbyshire instead? What does this change of plans foreshadow?

	 Elizabeth knows that Mr. Darcy’s estate, Pemberley, is located in Derbyshire. She does not 
want to accidentally meet Mr. Darcy. It is clearly foreshadowed that Elizabeth will again 
encounter Mr. Darcy, this time on his own home territory.
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VOLUME III

Volume III, Chapter 1

1. 	 What does Elizabeth’s initial reaction to Pemberley reveal about the significance of 
property, particularly for women, in the world of Pride and Prejudice?

	 Elizabeth firmly believes that a marriage not based on love cannot work. On the other 
hand, she understands the limitations women face with regard to social status and property 
ownership. Once she begins to admit her growing affection for Mr. Darcy, Elizabeth is able to 
acknowledge the fact that, as a woman, she, too, depends on acquiring wealth and property 
through marriage. She is not foolish enough to assume that she can completely distance 
herself from all social rules and necessities.

2. 	 Why is Elizabeth so touched by the account Mr. Darcy’s housekeeper gives of her 
master?

	 Mr. Darcy’s housekeeper speaks of her master in terms full of praise and appreciation. She 
explains that Mr. Darcy is a kind and generous man who supports the poor and treats his 
servants and tenants well. Elizabeth is inclined to trust that the housekeeper’s assessment of 
Mr. Darcy is correct, and she feels more and more attracted to him. Mr. Darcy’s housekeeper 
has known her master from infancy and can be considered a good authority when it comes to 
accurately representing Mr. Darcy’s behavior toward his servants and tenants. Elizabeth feels 
that she has been blinded by superficial impressions and premature judgments. 

3. 	 Why is Elizabeth shocked and uncomfortable when she unexpectedly meets Mr. Darcy 
at Pemberley?

	 Elizabeth is embarrassed because she considers her presence at Pemberley to be 
inappropriate since she turned down his marriage proposal and falsely accused him of acting 
in a despicable manner toward Jane and Mr. Wickham. She does not want it to appear as if 
she were trying to force an encounter between them.

4. 	 What can readers infer from Mr. Darcy’s second encounter with the Gardiners and 
Elizabeth in the gardens of Pemberley?

	 Readers will understand that Mr. Darcy’s affection for Elizabeth has not subsided. He cannot 
help but cross their way again in order to speak to her. His love for Elizabeth is sincere, and 
he ignores his sense of pride when he deliberately initiates a second encounter.
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5. 	 Why is Elizabeth pleased when Mr. Darcy enters into a conversation with the Gardiners?

	 Elizabeth is surprised that Mr. Darcy condescends to meet her relatives, since they 
are middle-class people and Mr. Darcy would normally not be expected to ask for an 
introduction. The Gardiners are intelligent and sensible people, and Elizabeth is relieved 
because Mr. Darcy finally realizes that at least some of her relatives are—if not upper class—
not a public embarrassment like her mother and younger sisters. 

6. 	 What particularly delights Elizabeth when she learns that Georgiana Darcy would like to 
make her acquaintance?

	 Elizabeth believes that Georgiana’s desire to meet her must be connected with Mr. Darcy’s 
almost unchanged attitude toward her. She understands that Mr. Darcy cannot completely 
have lost his respect and admiration for her, otherwise he would not have told his sister 
anything positive about her. 

Volume III, Chapter 2

1. 	 Structurally, what is occurring in these chapters? What, then, was Darcy’s proposal in 
Volume II, chapter 11?

	 Structurally, we are in rising action leading toward a climax. Eventually, Elizabeth’s changed 
opinion of Darcy, and his apparent continued affection for her will reach the point where they 
will either have to marry or separate forever. The proposal—and Elizabeth’s rejection—were 
a false climax.

2. 	 What conclusion do the Gardiners draw about Mr. Darcy when he brings his sister to 
meet Elizabeth? Why do they draw that conclusion?

	 The Gardiners know that a man of Mr. Darcy’s position would not normally call on a middle-
class woman like Elizabeth in an Inn. They immediately draw the conclusion that Mr. Darcy 
has developed an affection for Elizabeth. 
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3. 	 Aside from mutual affection, what evidence is there that Elizabeth and Darcy might be 
suited for one another?

	 Elizabeth has already proven that she is not overly affected by social conventions and others’ 
opinions. She believes in love and happiness in marriage, and she did not shy away from 
walking on her own for several miles in order to see her sick sister. Elizabeth also speaks her 
mind openly and does not consider anybody to be better or more important simply because 
he or she might be from a higher social class. Likewise, Mr. Darcy proved in his handling of 
Bingley’s attraction for Jane that he values love and affection in a marriage. Regarding social 
conventions and position, he has once already established himself willing to be connected 
with an inferior and socially embarrassing family for the sake of love. He deliberately sought 
an acquaintance with the Gardiners, even though a man of his status would not be expected 
to introduce himself to them. Moreover, he insisted on introducing his sister to Elizabeth and 
invited her and her relatives to dine at Pemberley, an honor that was not to be expected. Both 
Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth seem to place personal qualities above wealth and status in how 
they value a person. 

4. 	 How does the behavior of the Gardiners after Mr. Darcy, his sister, and Mr. Bingley leave 
differ from the typical behavior of Elizabeth’s other relatives?

	 When Mr. Darcy and the other guests leave, the Gardiners are convinced that Mr. Darcy is 
in love with Elizabeth. They are curious to know more about their relationship and previous 
encounters, but they are polite and respectful enough not to bother Elizabeth with their 
questions. Their behavior stands in stark contrast to Mrs. Bennet’s behavior, which is usually 
marked by nosiness and a lack of sensitivity. 

Volume III, Chapter 3

1. 	 Why does Miss Bingley criticize Elizabeth’s tan?

	 Being tanned is a sign of inferior social class. Ladies would carefully protect themselves from 
sun exposure in order to ensure that their complexion was soft and pale. Elizabeth spent 
the summer walking through the country where she acquired a tan. She did not take care to 
protect herself from the sun. 

2. 	 How does Mr. Darcy come to admit that he was once a victim of first impressions and 
premature judgment?

	 Miss Bingley is teasing Mr. Darcy and tries very hard to get him to acknowledge that 
Elizabeth is a simple, plain girl. She reminds Mr. Darcy of the dance at Lucas Lodge 
where Mr. Darcy first saw Elizabeth and called her “tolerable.” Mr. Darcy immediately 
acknowledges his error of having formed an opinion prematurely. He admits to having made 
a mistake and freely confesses that he considers Elizabeth to be one of the most beautiful 
women he knows.



31

Pride and Prejudice		  TEACHER’S COPY

		  STUDY GUIDE

Volume III, Chapter 4

1. 	 What is so shocking about Lydia’s elopement?

	 As has already been seen in the novel, standards of behavior between unmarried men and 
women were very strict, especially for men and women from the middle class and above, 
and for anyone who hoped to move socially upward. One’s “value” was determined not only 
by one’s own position and qualities but by one’s family as well. For Lydia to run off with 
Wickham—especially if she and Wickham are not married—establishes her as little better 
than a whore. In the society of Austen’s time, this degradation falls not only on Lydia, but on 
the entire Bennet family. Even today, the actions of the “Lydia” of the family serve as fodder 
for community gossip for years.

2. 	 Why does Elizabeth blame herself for Lydia’s indiscreet behavior and loss of reputation?

	 Elizabeth fears that, had she revealed what she knew about Mr. Wickham’s true character, 
Lydia would not have been inclined to trust him and run away with him. She regrets not 
having publicly revealed everything she knew about Wickham. 

3. 	 What consequences does Elizabeth expect she will suffer as a result of Lydia’s disgrace?

	 Elizabeth is certain that Mr. Darcy will now be forced to end his acquaintance with Elizabeth 
and her family. Her family’s reputation has been entirely lost due to Lydia’s and Mrs. Bennet’s 
disgraceful behavior. A man like Mr. Darcy cannot be expected to associate with such a 
common and embarrassing family. 

Volume III, Chapter 5

1. 	 In what way is Elizabeth’s assessment of Lydia’s behavior an implicit criticism of  
Mr. Bennet?

	 Elizabeth understands that Lydia was ready and willing to attach herself to any man. She 
criticizes her father for not having raised his daughters more strictly. Mrs. Bennet is a foolish 
woman and cannot be expected to know better. But Elizabeth believes that Mr. Bennet could 
have prevented this disaster by not allowing Lydia to always get her way and not sending her 
to Brighton without parental supervision. 



32

Pride and Prejudice		  TEACHER’S COPY

		  STUDY GUIDE

2. 	 How can Mrs. Bennet feel distressed about Lydia’s disappearance even though she 
wholeheartedly supported Lydia’s decision to go to Brighton and her daughter’s 
excessive fascination with the regiment?

	 Mrs. Bennet recognized herself in Lydia’s innocent affection for the soldiers. She believed 
Lydia should have the right to play a little and flirt with the soldiers. However, she never 
believed that Lydia would act in such a disgraceful manner. Mrs. Bennet is certainly not 
interested in jeopardizing the reputation of the Bennet family. She is simply too foolish to 
realize that her behavior contributed to Lydia’s horrendous decision. 

Volume III, Chapter 6

1. 	 What does the change of Wickham’s reputation in Meryton reveal about the  
community fabric?

	 Once news of Mr. Wickham’s dishonorable behavior spreads throughout Meryton, he 
is declared a womanizer and gambler who acquired debt everywhere and ruined many 
daughters. People claim to have always mistrusted his pleasing manners and handsome 
exterior. Meryton is a town of fickle people who thrive on gossip.

2. 	 What does Mr. Collins’s advice suggest about the importance of social respectability?

	 Mr. Collins’s recommendation that the Bennets completely sever any ties with Lydia in order 
to save the reputation of their remaining daughters clearly shows that, among certain people 
of the middle and upper classes, social respectability was valued even higher than natural 
ties of family love. 

3. 	 How convincing is Mr. Bennet’s resolution to be a stricter father?

	 Student answers will vary, but students will probably not be all that convinced. Bennet is 
not moved enough to travel to where Lydia has been found or to help in any way with the 
arrangements necessary to save the reputation of the rest of the family. Mr. Bennet simply 
does not have the energy to change his essentially indifferent nature.

Volume III, Chapter 7

1. 	 Why does Mr. Bennet believe that his brother, Mr. Gardiner, paid money to convince Mr. 
Wickham that he must marry Lydia?

	 Wickham’s dalliances with Darcy’s sister and Miss King establish that he is interested only 
in money. Lydia does not have enough of a fortune to seriously tempt the mercenary Mr. 
Wickham to marry her. The terms proposed in Mr. Gardiner’s letter are so modest that Mr. 
Bennet is convinced Wickham has already received money. 
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2. 	 How is Mrs. Bennet’s reaction to Mr. Gardiner’s letter a reflection on her foolish nature 
and her inability to learn from her mistakes?

	 As soon as Mrs. Bennet is assured that Lydia and Mr. Wickham will, indeed, be married, 
she quickly forgets about Lydia’s inappropriate behavior and, instead, rejoices in the fact 
that one of her daughter is finally getting married. She is more interested in planning for 
the upcoming festivities and boasting of the fact that she was able to marry her daughter 
off at such a young age than she is in learning from her mistake and punishing Lydia for 
her imprudent behavior. She also does not understand that, although the wedding is now 
inevitable, Mr. Wickham is a terrible man and will not make a suitable husband. 

3. 	 Is Mrs. Bennet a static or a dynamic character?

	 Mrs. Bennet has not changed or grown one bit through the course of the novel. She is clearly 
a static character.

Volume III, Chapter 8

1. 	 Do Mr. Bennet’s reflections at the beginning of this chapter show him to be a dynamic 
character? Why or why not?

	 Mr. Bennet might turn out to be a dynamic character. His reflections about putting money 
aside against the eventual loss of the home show that he has learned something through the 
course of the novel. In the previous chapter, he expressed a determination to become a stricter 
father. One significant obstacle to real character growth, however, is the fact that it is actually 
too late for any change on his part to make any real difference. 

2. 	 What do the following lines reveal about the concept of community in the town of 
Meryton: “To be sure it would have been more for the advantage of conversation, had 
Miss Lydia Bennet come upon the town; or, as the happiest alternative, been secluded 
from the world, in some distant farm house”?

	 Meryton is a community of gossips. Lydia Bennet’s disgrace makes for good conversation. 
Had she become pregnant or expelled from her family to lead a life of infamy, the Meryton 
townspeople would have had material for conversation for months to come. As it is, they have 
to be “content” merely to discuss Lydia’s wedding to Mr. Wickham. 
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3. 	 How does Mrs. Bennet further reinforce that she has not grown or changed as a result of 
recent events?

	 Mrs. Bennet is more upset—and feels more scandalized—by her husband’s unwillingness to 
buy his daughter new clothes than she has been by the entire elopement. She even insists that 
Lydia’s appearing in public without new clothes will humiliate the girl—apparently oblivious 
to the fact that news of the girl’s own behavior will be a source of gossip and humiliation for 
years to come.

4. 	 Why does Elizabeth wish that she had never told Mr. Darcy about Lydia’s elopement?

	 Elizabeth believes that, had she not immediately told Darcy about Lydia’s disgrace, he would 
likely never have heard about it. She believes that the Bennets “might hope to conceal [the 
marriage’s] unfavorable beginning, from all those who were not immediately on the spot.” 
Since Mr. Darcy knows about Lydia’s behavior, Elizabeth is certain that Mr. Darcy will never 
renew his offer of marriage or even associate with her again.

Volume III, Chapter 9

1. 	 How repentant is Lydia for the inconvenience she has caused her family?

	 Lydia is not at all repentant. When she returns to Longbourn, she is exuberant and happy, 
almost triumphant. She does not apologize for her imprudent behavior, nor does she appear 
to understand that she very nearly ruined her reputation. Austen writes that “Lydia was 
Lydia still; untamed, unabashed, wild, noisy, and fearless,” indicating that Lydia has not 
learned from her mistake. 

2. 	 What does Elizabeth reveal about herself when she says to Lydia, “I do not particularly 
like your way of getting husbands”?

	 Elizabeth is not a person who blindly adheres to social etiquette. However, she understands 
that certain rules are in place because they make sense and further the moral well-being of 
the community. Elizabeth considers Lydia’s act of running away with Mr. Wickham to be an 
unacceptable transgression and an insult to the entire Bennet family. She believes marital 
unions should be formed honorably. 
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3. 	 What is suggested by the revelation that Darcy was present at Lydia and Wickham’s 
wedding? What previous clues support this suggestion?

	 Darcy’s presence suggests that he may have had something to do with the wedding. We 
already know that Wickham and Darcy have a history that goes back to their childhoods.  
We know that Darcy once foiled Wickham’s attempt to elope with Darcy’s sister. We suspect 
that a considerable sum of money must have been settled on Wickham in order for him to 
agree to marry Lydia. And we know that Darcy—though he is embarrassed by the Bennet 
family—is in love with Elizabeth. All of this supports the suggestion that he has helped the 
family by intervening in this affair and negotiating this conclusion.

Volume III, Chapter 10

1. 	 What motivations does Mr. Darcy have for attempting to find Mr. Wickham and Lydia  
in London?

	 Mr. Darcy believes that he is to blame for Lydia’s disgraceful elopement with Mr. Wickham. 
He believes it was his pride that prevented him from publicly revealing every detail about Mr. 
Wickham’s dishonorable conduct in the past. Had he not hesitated to warn the public of Mr. 
Wickham’s past, Lydia would have known about Mr. Wickham’s true character and, perhaps, 
might not have spent as much time with him as she apparently did.

2. 	 What function do Lydia and Wickham play in Austen’s gentle social commentary? What 
social theme do they help to illustrate?

	 Lydia and Wickham serve almost as foils to Elizabeth and Darcy and Jane and Bingley. 
Through all of these characters, we have examples of middle-class, newly-rich, and 
established wealth. We have seen that middle-class persons (Jane and Elizabeth) can act 
with dignity. We have seen that the wealthy (Darcy) can act rudely. We have seen that 
wealth establishes only a superficial class distinction (Bingley and his sisters and Jane and 
Elizabeth). We have seen that a person’s value is determined by his or her actions (Lydia  
and Wickham), not merely by his or her birth.

Volume III, Chapter 11

1. 	 Why does Jane feel uneasy when she hears that Mr. Bingley is returning to Netherfield?

	 Jane fears the gossip that inevitably must surround Mr. Bingley’s return. She does not want 
her mother or anybody else to falsely assume that she sill retains hopes of becoming Mr. 
Bingley’s wife. She also wishes Mr. Bingley did not have to subject himself to the speculations 
and rumors spread by his neighbors, since he has every right to stay in a home he rents. 
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2. 	 How is Elizabeth ambivalent about Mr. Darcy’s returning with Mr. Bingley?

	 Just as Jane fears the village’s gossip, Elizabeth fears her mother’s behavior. Elizabeth has not 
told her parents, or even Jane, about Mr. Darcy’s involvement in the happy outcome of Lydia’s 
elopement. Consequently, her mother’s hatred of Mr. Darcy has not subsided. Elizabeth also 
hopes that Mr. Darcy’s visit might indicate that his love for her has not entirely vanished. 

3. 	 Why does Elizabeth wish never to “see either one or the other again” when Mr. Darcy 
and Mr. Bingley are visiting Longbourn?

	 Elizabeth has been so humiliated by Mrs. Bennet’s extreme rudeness to Mr. Darcy and 
exaggerated kindness to Mr. Bingley that she does not see herself as ever able to overcome it. 
It would be easier for her never to see either of the men again.

Volume III, Chapter 12

1. 	 What does Austen reveal about Elizabeth when she writes that Elizabeth looked at Mr. 
Darcy with a “triumphant sensation” as soon as Mr. Bingley takes a seat next to Jane?

	 Elizabeth still believes that Mr. Bingley is very much in love with Jane and would make a 
good husband for her. Her “triumphant” attitude shows that she believes Mr. Darcy still 
disapproves of the union between the two and will dislike seeing them together. Elizabeth 
feels she was right all along in predicting that Jane and Bingley could not be kept apart.

2. 	 Why is Elizabeth so eager to talk to Mr. Darcy after dinner when the guests gather in the 
drawing room?

	 Elizabeth very much wants to tell Mr. Darcy how grateful she is for everything he has done 
for Lydia. She wants to apologize for her mother’s rude behavior and explain that her mother 
is ignorant of his deeds.

Volume III, Chapter 13

1. 	 What does Jane mean when she says she is “the happiest creature in the world”?

	 Jane Austen often used euphemisms or coded expressions in order to convey events related to 
love and relationships. When Jane declares herself to be “the happiest creature in the world,” 
she indicates that Mr. Bingley has asked her to become his wife, and she has accepted his 
proposal.
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2. 	 What is Elizabeth’s chief reason for believing that the marriage between Jane and Mr. 
Bingley will be a happy one?

	 Elizabeth knows that Jane and Mr. Bingley are infatuated with one another. Her chief reason 
for believing that their marriage will be happy, however, is her conviction that the marriage 
is “rationally founded” and that Jane and Mr. Bingley share “a general similarity of feeling 
and taste.”

3. 	 What does Jane’s attitude toward Miss Bingley reveal about her development as a 
character?

	 Jane believes that Miss Bingley was responsible for keeping her visit in London a secret from 
her brother because she wanted to keep the two apart. Still, Jane believes that Miss Bingley 
will become her friend once she sees that her brother is truly happy with her. Jane believes in 
the good in everyone, but her attitude toward people has become more realistic: she admits 
that her relationship with Miss Bingley can never be entirely amiable. 

Volume III, Chapter 14

1. 	 What tone characterizes Lady Catherine de Bourgh’s attitude and behavior when she 
visits Longbourn?

	 Lady Catherine is condescending, arrogant, and demeaning. She is eager to emphasize the 
social discrepancy between herself and the Bennet family.

2. 	 What rumor motivates Lady Catherine’s visit at Longbourn?

	 Lady Catherine has heard rumors that Mr. Darcy intends to ask Elizabeth to become his wife.

3. 	 What tone characterizes Elizabeth’s response to Lady Catherine’s accusations?

	 Elizabeth’s response is proud and self-assured. Lady Catherine considers her to be almost 
impertinent. Elizabeth is clearly unwilling to be belittled by Lady Catherine’s insults.

4. 	 What, according to Lady Catherine, determines whether or not two people are “formed 
for each other”?

	 Lady Catherine believes that Mr. Darcy and her daughter are “formed for each other” 
because they come from the same noble family. Their parents have agreed on their marital 
union for the advancement of both families. “Family, connections, and fortune” are factors 
Lady Catherine considers to be essential when it comes to the union between two people.
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Volume III, Chapter 15

1. 	 Who is responsible for starting the rumor about Mr. Darcy’s imminent proposal?

	 Mr. Collins is responsible for telling Lady Catherine de Bourgh that Mr. Darcy is likely to 
make an offer of marriage to Elizabeth.

2. 	 Why does Elizabeth resent her father’s sense of irony and sarcasm when he shares Mr. 
Collins’ letter with her?

	 Elizabeth has not told her father anything about the conversation she had with Lady 
Catherine. Furthermore, Mr. Bennet is ignorant of the fact that Mr. Darcy has already 
proposed to Elizabeth and that Elizabeth has developed a deep love for Mr. Darcy. She feels 
ashamed and confused when her father confronts her with his usual sense of irony. She does 
not know whether her behavior reveals her true sentiments. 

Volume III, Chapter 16

1. 	 How does Mr. Darcy react when Elizabeth thanks him for the good he has done for 
Lydia and her entire family?

	 Mr. Darcy assures her that he had only Elizabeth in mind when he saved Lydia and Mr. 
Wickham from ruin. 

2. 	 To what extent did Lady Catherine’s visit motivate Mr. Darcy to propose to Elizabeth 
again?

	 When Lady Catherine told Mr. Darcy about Elizabeth’s refusal to guarantee that she would 
never accept Mr. Darcy’s hand, Mr. Darcy dared to hope that Elizabeth had changed her 
mind since his last proposal. Lady Catherine’s assurances of Elizabeth’s rude and “perverse” 
behavior showed Darcy that she might, after all, accept him as a husband. Darcy knows that 
Elizabeth is open and honest enough to give her opinion—she would have readily told Lady 
Catherine that she does not want Darcy as a husband, had that been the case

3. 	 What does Mr. Darcy admit he has learned from Elizabeth?

	 Mr. Darcy has learned to be humble. When he first proposed to Elizabeth, he insulted her and 
her family and, yet, he expected that she would accept his proposal.

4. 	 What does Elizabeth learn about Mr. Darcy’s attitude toward Jane and Mr. Bingley?

	 Elizabeth learns that Mr. Darcy realized that Mr. Bingley was still in love and that a union 
with Jane would make him sincerely happy. Consequently, he told Mr. Bingley that Jane truly 
loves him and consented to Mr. Bingley’s wedding proposal.
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Volume III, Chapter 17

1. 	 How does Jane react to the news of Elizabeth’s engagement? What does her reaction 
reveal about her attitude toward her sister?

	 Jane is shocked to hear that Elizabeth is engaged to Mr. Darcy because she has been under 
the impression that Elizabeth dislikes Darcy. She presses Elizabeth not to marry without 
being truly in love. Her reaction demonstrates that Jane cares about Elizabeth and wants her 
to be sincerely happy. She knows that happiness in marriage has always been important to 
her sister. 

2. 	 What, again, does news of Elizabeth’s engagement emphasize about Mrs. Bennet’s 
character?

	 Before she knows about Elizabeth’s engagement, Mrs. Bennet is inclined to think of Mr. Darcy 
as the most disagreeable man in the world. As soon as she receives the news from Elizabeth, 
however, her attitude changes. She recollects Mr. Darcy’s wealth and declares him to be the 
nicest and handsomest man in the country. Mrs. Bennet is motivated by the prospect of seeing 
her daughters financially well-settled. She also hopes to elevate her entire family’s social 
status by the advantageous match between her daughter and an upper-class gentleman.

Volume III, Chapter 18

1. 	 Who among her relatives are the only ones Elizabeth will gladly welcome to Pemberley?

	 Elizabeth invites her aunt and uncle, the Gardiners, to visit at Pemberley over Christmas. 
She also hopes to see Jane and Mr. Bingley. Her other relatives are still an embarrassment to 
her. She is looking forward to surrounding herself with rational people.

Volume III, Chapter 19

1. 	 What evidence of reconciliation does Austen present at the end of her novel?

	 Elizabeth sends monetary support whenever she can. She even allows Lydia to visit 
Pemberley on occasion. Mr. Darcy also assists Mr. Wickham “farther in his profession.”

2. 	 What lesson about marriage does Austen convey when she writes about the 
deteriorating relationship between Lydia and Mr. Wickham?

	 Austen illustrates that she agrees with her heroine Elizabeth: a marriage not founded on 
the principles of love and mutual respect will not last. Beauty and infatuation fade, but true 
understanding can grow over the years. 
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Pride and Prejudice
VOLUME I

Volume I, Chapter 1

1. 	 Which central themes and narrative characteristics of the novel are introduced in the 
famous opening sentence of Pride and Prejudice?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why does Mrs. Bennet state that it is impossible for her and her daughters to visit Mr. 
Bingley if Mr. Bennet does not visit him first?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Why does Mr. Bennet prefer Elizabeth over his other daughters?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 To what extent does the statement that it was the “business of [Mrs. Bennet’s] life” 
to “get her daughters married” serve as a commentary on hereditary practices among 
England’s landowners?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 2

1. 	 How is Austen able to portray Mrs. Bennet as a foolish and uneducated woman when 
she describes Mrs. Bennet’s assessment of her relationship with Mrs. Long?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 How do Mr. Bennet’s comments on his wife’s nerves provide a clue to his overall opinion 
of his wife?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 3

1. 	 What hopes does Mrs. Bennet immediately connect with Mr. Bingley’s move  
to Netherfield?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Which characteristics cause Mr. Darcy to make a favorable first impression at the ball? 
What does this early assessment of his character reveal about the people in Meryton?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What behaviors does Mr. Darcy eventually display at the ball that cause people  
to change their initially positive opinion of him and deem him a proud and  
disagreeable man?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What causes Elizabeth to form a negative opinion of Mr. Darcy?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. 	 Why does Mr. Bennet express his wish that Mr. Bingley “had sprained his ancle in the 
first dance”? What does the Bennets’ exchange reveal about their characters and their 
relationship?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 4

1. 	 What does Jane’s ability to “always speak what [she] think[s]” reveal about her 
character as a human being?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What differentiates Mr. Bingley’s social position from Mr. Darcy’s?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 To what extent does the behavior displayed by the Bingley sisters reflect the anxieties of 
the newly rich?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume I, Chapter 5

1. 	 What reasons does Charlotte Lucas offer for defending Mr. Darcy’s pride?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 To what extent does Mrs. Bennet’s observation that Mrs. Long “does not keep a carriage 
and had come to the ball in a hack chaise” serve as her explanation for Mr. Darcy’s 
refusal to talk with Mrs. Long at the ball?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 6

1. 	 According to Charlotte Lucas, what does Jane need to do in order to secure Mr. Bingley?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 To what extent does Elizabeth’s assessment of Jane’s interaction with Mr. Bingley 
exemplify her idea of an ideal marriage?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Why does Charlotte believe that “happiness in marriage is entirely a matter of chance”? 
What does her assessment reveal about her attitude toward marriage?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 Which narrative technique is Austen employing when she describes Darcy’s  
growing affection for Elizabeth: “he was forced to acknowledge her figure to be light  
and pleasing”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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5. 	 To what extent do descriptions of Mary in chapter 6 serve as a commentary on the role 
and status of women in Regency England?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6. 	 How is Miss Bingley’s disgust at the “self-importance of all these people” present at Sir 
Lucas’s ball ironic? What kind of irony is used?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7. 	 What criticism of the female imagination does Mr. Darcy voice to Miss Bingley? What 
social criticism is Austen suggesting in this comment?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 7

1. 	 Why do the Bennets worry about their daughters’ financial security?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What does the stationing of an army regiment in Meryton add to the novel?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Why does Mrs. Bennet consider Jane lucky when it begins raining shortly after Jane 
leaves for Netherfield?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 How does Elizabeth’s arrival at Netherfield overstep the boundaries of acceptable  
female conduct?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 8

1. 	 How do the Bingley sisters evaluate Elizabeth’s spirit of independence? Why might they 
feel as they do?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 How does Austen manage to portray the difference between Mr. Bingley’s character and 
Mr. Darcy’s character in her depiction of their conversation about the Bennet daughters 
and their chances of being “well settled”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What is the significance of “reading” in this chapter?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 Why do the Bingley sisters advise their brother to take Pemberley as a model when 
looking for an estate to purchase? What does their advice reveal about the Bingley 
sisters and their assessment of themselves?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. 	 How does Mr. Darcy respond to Miss Bingley’s suggestion that Elizabeth is a woman 
who uses artifice and deception to make herself appear more desirable and other women 
appear less desirable in the company of men?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 9

1.	 What is Elizabeth’s assessment of Mr. Bingley’s character, by her own admission in  
his presence?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 To what extent can Mrs. Bennet’s explanation of “good breeding” be considered to be an 
insult to Mr. Darcy?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What does Elizabeth’s response to Darcy about poetry’s being the “food of love” suggest 
about her romantic notions?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 10

1. 	 What does Mr. Darcy criticize in Mr. Bingley’s character?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why does Elizabeth object to Mr. Darcy’s critical view of Mr. Bingley? What is she 
criticizing in Darcy?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What is the “desirable event” Miss Bingley is sarcastically referring to when she speaks 
to Mr. Darcy?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What can be inferred about Miss Bingley’s attitude toward Mr. Darcy from her sarcastic 
allusions to a potential marital union between Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 11

1. 	 What does Miss Bingley’s attempt at reading indicate about her character? How sincere 
is she in her attempt?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why does Miss Bingley ask Elizabeth to walk around the room with her?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Why does Mr. Darcy not consider pride to be a negative characteristic?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What negative characteristic does Mr. Darcy possess, according to his own assessment? 
Why is this admission significant?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. 	 How does Elizabeth interpret Mr. Darcy’s self-admitted character flaw? How does her 
assessment relate to the theme of pride and prejudice in the novel overall?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 12

1. 	 Why does Mr. Darcy resolve not to talk to Elizabeth if at all possible on the day before 
her departure from Netherfield?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why is Mr. Bennet glad to have Jane and Elizabeth home again?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume I, Chapter 13

1. 	 Who exactly is Mr. Collins? What does his presence in the story represent?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why is Mrs. Bennet at first hesitant to receive Mr. Collins into her home?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 How does Mrs. Bennet’s statement that “there is no knowing how estates will go when 
once they come to be entailed” serve as a testament to her naïve character?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4.	 What is suggested by Mr. Collins’s assurance that he came “prepared to admire” the 
Bennet daughters?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 14

1. 	 What does Mr. Collins’s opinion of Lady Catherine de Bourgh reveal about his character 
and his attitude toward wealth and social status?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What does Mr. Collins’s taste in books reveal about his attitude toward female 
education?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume I, Chapter 15

1. 	 How does Mr. Collins evaluate his decision to marry one of the Bennet daughters?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why does Mr. Collins change his mind and not ask Jane to marry him?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What does Austen reveal about Mrs. Phillips when she writes that Mrs. Phillips “was 
quite awed by such an excess of good breeding” when she meets Mr. Collins?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What is surprising about the encounter between Mr. Darcy and Mr. Wickham, and what 
might it foreshadow?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 16

1. 	 In the developing intrigue concerning Wickham, Darcy and Elizabeth, with whom does 
Elizabeth immediately side? Why?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What evidence does Elizabeth hear that contradicts Wickham’s evaluation of Darcy?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Why is Elizabeth certain that Miss Bingley’s romantic intentions with regard to Mr. 
Darcy are in vain?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume I, Chapter 17

1. 	 Why is Jane not inclined to condemn Mr. Darcy when she hears about his past conduct 
toward Mr. Wickham from Elizabeth?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why does Elizabeth begin to suspect that Mr. Collins has chosen her as his future wife?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 18

1. 	 Why is Elizabeth disappointed when she arrives at the Netherfield ball? How does her 
disappointment influence her attitude toward Mr. Darcy?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What is ironic about Elizabeth’s warning Mr. Darcy not to form hasty resentments?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What does Elizabeth mean when she criticizes Miss Bingley for her judgment of 
Wickham: “his guilt and his descent appear by your account to be the same”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 Besides what she tells Mr. Collins, what underlying reason is there for her not wanting 
Mr. Collins to introduce himself to Mr. Darcy?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. 	 What does Collins himself suggest in his response to Elizabeth?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6. 	 How does Mrs. Bennet contribute to Elizabeth’s social humiliation?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 19

1. 	 What does Mr. Collins’s marriage proposal establish about his character?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 How do the reasons Mr. Collins offers for wanting to marry Elizabeth indicate that he 
would have married any of the Bennet daughters?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What do we learn from Mr. Collins’s reaction to Elizabeth’s rejection?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume I, Chapter 20

1. 	 Explain the several reason that lie behind Mr. Bennet’s reaction to Mr. Collins’s proposal 
and Elizabeth’s rejection.

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume I, Chapter 21

1. 	 What impression does the reader get from the tone and content of Miss Bingley’s letter?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 List the several events that have occurred to precipitate the Bingleys’ and Darcy’s sudden 
departure.

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume I, Chapter 22

1. 	 What does Mr. Collins’s sudden engagement to Charlotte establish?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Compare Charlotte’s attitude toward marriage with Elizabeth’s. What does Charlotte’s 
engagement to Mr. Collins foreshadow?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________



18

Pride and Prejudice		  STUDENT’S COPY

		  STUDY GUIDE

Volume I, Chapter 23

1. 	 How does Mr. Bennet respond to the news of Charlotte’s engagement to Mr. Collins?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 How does Elizabeth evaluate Mr. Bingley’s continued absence from Netherfield?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________



19

Pride and Prejudice		  STUDENT’S COPY

		  STUDY GUIDE

VOLUME II

Volume II, Chapter I

1. 	 How does Mr. Bingley’s absence from Netherfield and his almost certain rejection of 
Jane emphasize the importance of adhering to the rules of social decorum for a young 
woman?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Given Bingley’s absence, contrast Jane’s behavior regarding her attachment with  
Mrs. Bennet’s.

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________

3.	 How does Mr. Bingley’s absence affect Elizabeth’s attitude toward the dangers of first 
impressions? Why is this ironic?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What goal does Elizabeth believe the Bingley sisters are pursuing by setting up their 
brother with Georgiana Darcy?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume II, Chapter 2

1. 	 How does Mrs. Gardiner evaluate Mr. Bingley’s love? Why does she have a different view 
from Elizabeth and Jane?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Why does Elizabeth consider it implausible that Jane will see Mr. Bingley in London?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume II, Chapter 3

1. 	 What does Mrs. Gardiner’s advice to Elizabeth about marrying Wickham suggest about 
her attitude toward marriage?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What finally convinces Jane that Miss Bingley does not regard her as a friend, as she had 
thought for so long?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What causes Mr. Wickham lose his interest in Elizabeth?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume II, Chapter 4

1. 	 Structurally, how does Elizabeth’s visit with her aunt, uncle, and sister fit into the 
narrative?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What event is set up for the future?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume II, Chapter 5

1. 	 What is Austen’s intention when she writes about Mr. Collins that “Elizabeth was 
prepared to see him in his glory”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What does Elizabeth’s assessment of Charlotte’s happiness suggest about Charlotte’s 
marriage?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Why does Elizabeth believe that Miss de Bourgh will make “a very proper wife” for Mr. 
Darcy? What does her attitude reveal about her opinion of Darcy?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume II, Chapter 6 

1. 	 Considering Elizabeth’s initial impression of Lady Catherine de Bourgh, what similarities 
exist between her and Mr. Darcy?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why is Lady Catherine de Bourgh rich even though her husband has died?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What is the significance of the Bennet girls’ lack of a governess?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What does Lady Catherine criticize about Elizabeth’s character? Why are these criticisms 
significant?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume II, Chapter 7

1. 	 What degree of importance does Lady Catherine enjoy within her parish? Given what 
we know of Lady Catherine, what does this “importance” probably amount to?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume II, Chapter 8

1. 	 Why do Charlotte and Mr. Collins not receive an invitation to dine at Rosings after Mr. 
Darcy and Colonel Fitzwilliam arrive even though it had been their habit to dine there 
at least twice a week? 

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What is the tone of Elizabeth and Darcy’s conversation at Rosings?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume II, Chapter 9

1. 	 What social gaffe has Darcy committed in visiting the Parsonage? What might this 
suggest?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What reason does Elizabeth give to explain to Mr. Darcy that Mr. Collins should 
consider himself lucky to have Charlotte as his wife?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What is the significance of Darcy and Elizabeth’s discussion of travel and the distance to 
Longbourne?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What image of Mr. Darcy’s attitude toward Elizabeth is Austen establishing when she 
writes, “he certainly looked at her a great deal, but the expression of that look was 
disputable. It was an earnest, steadfast gaze, but she often doubted whether there were 
much admiration in it, and sometimes it seemed nothing but absence of mind.”

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume II, Chapter 10

1. 	 What does Elizabeth learn about Darcy’s role in Jane’s heartbreak? How does this affect 
her opinion of Darcy?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 According to Elizabeth, what reasons motivated Mr. Darcy to discourage the match 
between Mr. Bingley and Jane?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume II, Chapter 11

1. 	 How is Mr. Darcy’s marriage proposal consistent with his established character?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 How is Mr. Darcy’s marriage proposal not consistent with his established character?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What reasons does Elizabeth give for rejecting Darcy’s proposal?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume II, Chapter 12

1. 	 How do Mr. Darcy’s reasons for keeping Jane and Mr. Bingley apart illustrate a key 
similarity between his character and Elizabeth’s character?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 How does Darcy portray Wickham in his letter?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume II, Chapter 13

1. 	 Describe the various epiphanies Mr. Darcy’s letter begins to awaken in Elizabeth:

	 A. How does Darcy’s letter motivate Elizabeth to begin to evaluate her own character?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________

	 B. How does Darcy’s letter affect Elizabeth’s assessment of her own family?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume II, Chapter 14

1. 	 How do Elizabeth’s feelings toward Mr. Darcy change after he leaves Rosings Park?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume II, Chapter 15

1. 	 What is ironic about Mr. Collins’s discussion with Elizabeth about the happiness of his 
marriage?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why does Elizabeth hesitate to tell Jane about Mr. Darcy’s proposal and letter while both 
are in London?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume II, Chapter 16

1. 	 What surprise awaits Jane and Elizabeth at the Inn where they are waiting for Mr. 
Bennet’s coach to convey them to Longbourn?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 How does the news Elizabeth receives of Mr. Wickham solidify her opinion she formed 
after reading Mr. Darcy’s letter?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What is further suggested by Miss King’s suddenly leaving town?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 Why is Elizabeth concerned when she hears her parents discussing plans to send the 
daughters to Brighton?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume II, Chapter 17

1. 	 Why does Jane particularly pity Mr. Darcy when she hears that Elizabeth rejected his 
marriage proposal?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why do Elizabeth and Jane decide not to share the information about Mr. Wickham’s 
infamous character with others in Meryton?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What does Jane’s reaction to Elizabeth’s news about Mr. Wickham reveal about her 
character’s strengths and flaws?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What aspects of Mr. Darcy’s letter does Elizabeth not reveal to Jane?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________



30

Pride and Prejudice		  STUDENT’S COPY

		  STUDY GUIDE

Volume II, Chapter 18

1. 	 What is clearly foreshadowed by the Bennets’ plans to allow Lydia to go to Brighton 
despite Elizabeth’s objections?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What does Mr. Bennet’s allowing Lydia to go to Brighton establish about his character?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What tone characterizes the conversation between Elizabeth and Mr. Wickham on the 
day before his departure?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________



31

Pride and Prejudice		  STUDENT’S COPY

		  STUDY GUIDE

Volume II, Chapter 19

1. 	 Of what aspect of Mr. Bennet’s behavior as a husband does Elizabeth most disapprove?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What rhetorical device does Austen employ when she has the narrator observe of Kitty: 
“by the following Christmas, she might be so tolerably reasonable as not to mention an 
officer above once a day, unless by some cruel and malicious arrangement at the war-
office, another regiment should be quartered in Meryton”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Why is Elizabeth hesitant when she learns that she will not accompany the Gardiners to 
the Great Lakes but to Derbyshire instead? What does this change of plans foreshadow?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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VOLUME III

Volume III, Chapter 1

1. 	 What does Elizabeth’s initial reaction to Pemberley reveal about the significance of 
property, particularly for women, in the world of Pride and Prejudice?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why is Elizabeth so touched by the account Mr. Darcy’s housekeeper gives of her 
master?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Why is Elizabeth shocked and uncomfortable when she unexpectedly meets Mr. Darcy 
at Pemberley?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What can readers infer from Mr. Darcy’s second encounter with the Gardiners and 
Elizabeth in the gardens of Pemberley?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. 	 Why is Elizabeth pleased when Mr. Darcy enters into a conversation with the Gardiners?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6. 	 What particularly delights Elizabeth when she learns that Georgiana Darcy would like to 
make her acquaintance?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume III, Chapter 2

1. 	 Structurally, what is occurring in these chapters? What, then, was Darcy’s proposal in 
Volume II, chapter 11?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What conclusion do the Gardiners draw about Mr. Darcy when he brings his sister to 
meet Elizabeth? Why do they draw that conclusion?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Aside from mutual affection, what evidence is there that Elizabeth and Darcy might be 
suited for one another?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 How does the behavior of the Gardiners after Mr. Darcy, his sister, and Mr. Bingley leave 
differ from the typical behavior of Elizabeth’s other relatives?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume III, Chapter 3

1. 	 Why does Miss Bingley criticize Elizabeth’s tan?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 How does Mr. Darcy come to admit that he was once a victim of first impressions and 
premature judgment?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume III, Chapter 4

1. 	 What is so shocking about Lydia’s elopement?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why does Elizabeth blame herself for Lydia’s indiscreet behavior and loss of reputation?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What consequences does Elizabeth expect she will suffer as a result of Lydia’s disgrace?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume III, Chapter 5

1. 	 In what way is Elizabeth’s assessment of Lydia’s behavior an implicit criticism of  
Mr. Bennet?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 How can Mrs. Bennet feel distressed about Lydia’s disappearance even though she 
wholeheartedly supported Lydia’s decision to go to Brighton and her daughter’s 
excessive fascination with the regiment?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume III, Chapter 6

1. 	 What does the change of Wickham’s reputation in Meryton reveal about the  
community fabric?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What does Mr. Collins’s advice suggest about the importance of social respectability?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 How convincing is Mr. Bennet’s resolution to be a stricter father?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume III, Chapter 7

1. 	 Why does Mr. Bennet believe that his brother, Mr. Gardiner, paid money to convince Mr. 
Wickham that he must marry Lydia?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 How is Mrs. Bennet’s reaction to Mr. Gardiner’s letter a reflection on her foolish nature 
and her inability to learn from her mistakes?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Is Mrs. Bennet a static or a dynamic character?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume III, Chapter 8

1. 	 Do Mr. Bennet’s reflections at the beginning of this chapter show him to be a dynamic 
character? Why or why not?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What do the following lines reveal about the concept of community in the town of 
Meryton: “To be sure it would have been more for the advantage of conversation, had 
Miss Lydia Bennet come upon the town; or, as the happiest alternative, been secluded 
from the world, in some distant farm house”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 How does Mrs. Bennet further reinforce that she has not grown or changed as a result of 
recent events?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 Why does Elizabeth wish that she had never told Mr. Darcy about Lydia’s elopement?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume III, Chapter 9

1. 	 How repentant is Lydia for the inconvenience she has caused her family?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What does Elizabeth reveal about herself when she says to Lydia, “I do not particularly 
like your way of getting husbands”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What is suggested by the revelation that Darcy was present at Lydia and Wickham’s 
wedding? What previous clues support this suggestion?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume III, Chapter 10

1. 	 What motivations does Mr. Darcy have for attempting to find Mr. Wickham and Lydia  
in London?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What function do Lydia and Wickham play in Austen’s gentle social commentary? What 
social theme do they help to illustrate?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume III, Chapter 11

1. 	 Why does Jane feel uneasy when she hears that Mr. Bingley is returning to Netherfield?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 How is Elizabeth ambivalent about Mr. Darcy’s returning with Mr. Bingley?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Why does Elizabeth wish never to “see either one or the other again” when Mr. Darcy 
and Mr. Bingley are visiting Longbourn?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume III, Chapter 12

1. 	 What does Austen reveal about Elizabeth when she writes that Elizabeth looked at Mr. 
Darcy with a “triumphant sensation” as soon as Mr. Bingley takes a seat next to Jane?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why is Elizabeth so eager to talk to Mr. Darcy after dinner when the guests gather in the 
drawing room?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume III, Chapter 13

1. 	 What does Jane mean when she says she is “the happiest creature in the world”?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What is Elizabeth’s chief reason for believing that the marriage between Jane and Mr. 
Bingley will be a happy one?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What does Jane’s attitude toward Miss Bingley reveal about her development as a 
character?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume III, Chapter 14

1. 	 What tone characterizes Lady Catherine de Bourgh’s attitude and behavior when she 
visits Longbourn?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What rumor motivates Lady Catherine’s visit at Longbourn?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What tone characterizes Elizabeth’s response to Lady Catherine’s accusations?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What, according to Lady Catherine, determines whether or not two people are “formed 
for each other”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume III, Chapter 15

1. 	 Who is responsible for starting the rumor about Mr. Darcy’s imminent proposal?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why does Elizabeth resent her father’s sense of irony and sarcasm when he shares Mr. 
Collins’ letter with her?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume III, Chapter 16

1. 	 How does Mr. Darcy react when Elizabeth thanks him for the good he has done for 
Lydia and her entire family?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 To what extent did Lady Catherine’s visit motivate Mr. Darcy to propose to Elizabeth 
again?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What does Mr. Darcy admit he has learned from Elizabeth?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What does Elizabeth learn about Mr. Darcy’s attitude toward Jane and Mr. Bingley?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume III, Chapter 17

1. 	 How does Jane react to the news of Elizabeth’s engagement? What does her reaction 
reveal about her attitude toward her sister?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What, again, does news of Elizabeth’s engagement emphasize about Mrs. Bennet’s 
character?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Volume III, Chapter 18

1. 	 Who among her relatives are the only ones Elizabeth will gladly welcome to Pemberley?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

Volume III, Chapter 19

1. 	 What evidence of reconciliation does Austen present at the end of her novel?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What lesson about marriage does Austen convey when she writes about the 
deteriorating relationship between Lydia and Mr. Wickham?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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200102 .......Red Badge of Courage, The  - Crane ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ....................................................● ....................................................●   $3.99 ............$1.99   

200193 .......Romeo and Juliet  - Shakespeare ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ...........................................................● ...........................................................●   $3.99 ............ $0.99   

200132 .......Scarlet Letter, The  - Hawthorne ●  TU ●AT  ●AP ..........................................................● ..........................................................●   $4.99 ............$2.49   

202119 .......Siddhartha  - Hesse ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ................................................................................● ................................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

204863 .......Silas Marner  - Eliot ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ...............................................................................● ...............................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

200251 .......Tale of Two Cities, A  - DickensTale of Two Cities, A  - DickensTale of Two Cities, A J ●AT  ●AP ..................................................................● ..................................................................●   $5.99 ............ $2.99   

200231 .......Taming of the Shrew, The  - Shakespeare ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ..............................................● ..............................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

204865 .......Time Machine, The  - Wells ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ●AT ....................................................................● ....................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

202120 .......Treasure Island  - Stevenson ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ  ......................................................................● ......................................................................●   $4.99 ............ $2.49

301420 .......War of the Worlds  - Wells ●  TU ●  ●  ●●  ● RJ .........................................................................● .........................................................................●   $3.99 ............ $1.99   

202122 .......Wuthering Heights  - Brontë ●  TU  ●AT ......................................................................● ......................................................................●   $5.99 ............$2.99  

The Perfect Balance Between Cost 
and Quality for Classic Paperbacks
WITH ALL OF THE DIFFERENT EDITIONS of classics 

available, what makes Prestwick House Literary 
Touchstone Classics™ better?    
   Our editions were designed by former teachers with 
the needs of teachers and students in mind. Because 
we’ve struggled to stretch tight budgets and had to 
deal with the deficiencies of cheaply made paperbacks, 
we’ve produced high-quality trade editions at remark-
ably low prices. As a result, our editions have it all.

Value Pricing – With our extraordinary Educators’ 
Discount, you get these books at 50% or more off the 
list price.

Reading Pointers for Sharper Insights – Concise notes 
that encourage students to question and consider 
points of plot, theme, characterization, and style, etc.

Glossary and Vocabulary – An A-to-Z glossary makes 
sure that your students won’t get lost in difficult allu-
sions or archaic vocabulary and concepts. 

Sturdy Bindings and High-Quality Paper – High-quality 
construction ensures these editions hold up to heavy, 
repeated use.

Strategies for Understanding Shakespeare – Each 
Shakespeare Literary Touchstone Classic™ contains line 
numbers, margin notes, and a guide to understanding 
Shakespeare’s language, as well as key strategies for 
getting the most from the plays.

Special Introductory Discount for Educators only –
 At Least 50% Off!  

New titles are constantly being added; call or visit our 
website for current listing.
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