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Transcendentalism
Objectives

By the end of this Unit, the student will be able to:

1. 	 analyze the significance of the included essays within the context of Transcendental 
philosophy.

2.	 trace the development of the themes found in the essays, including:
	 a.	 independence and individuality
	 b.	 the role of Nature
	 c.	 the primacy of the individual conscience.

3. 	 explain how the authors’ backgrounds emerge in the themes of their essays.

4.	 analyze the ways in which tone and diction contribute to the meaning of the essays.

5.	 analyze the ways in which syntax lends itself to tone construction.

6.	 explain how biblical, classical, and historical allusions contribute to the overall 
meanings of the essays.

7.	 respond to multiple-choice questions similar to those that will appear on the Advanced 
Placement in English Literature and Composition exam.

8.	 respond to free-response items similar to those that will appear on the Advanced 
Placement in English Literature and Composition exam.

9.	 offer a close reading of selected Transcendentalist essays by Ralph Waldo Emerson and 
Henry David Thoreau and support all assertions and interpretations with direct evidence 
from the text, from authoritative critical knowledge of the genre, or from authoritative 
criticism of the novel.
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Lecture Notes

I. What is Transcendentalism?

In the 150+ years since Waldo Emerson (as he preferred to be called) published his essay, 
“The Transcendentalist,” there have been almost as many definitions and explanations of 
Transcendentalism as there have been people offering those definitions and explanations. 
Indeed, part of the strength and weakness of the Transcendental Movement and the system 
of thought it engendered is that there is no one “creed,” no one set of beliefs—philosophical, 
spiritual, or ethical—that all Transcendentalists embraced.

Part of the goal of the Transcendentalists was to rethink theories of how the mind perceived 
and understood the world, the Divine, and itself. The prevailing thought of the day taught 
that such Truth existed outside of the mind and could be learned only through experience 
and reason. The Transcendentalists—like their European literary counterparts, the 
Romantics—believed that Truth lay within each individual and could be known intuitively.

Indeed, the very emphasis of Transcendentalism on the Individual and the Individual’s ability 
to discern Truth would make any attempt to codify it into a simple nutshell statement an 
oxymoron. In “The Transcendentalist,” Emerson defined Transcendentalism as “Idealism 
as it appears in 1842.” This “idealism” was a call to individuals to turn their backs on the 
materialistic, industrial, and corporate aspects of the world and to explore the mental, 
emotional, and spiritual aspects. In exploring these aspects, however, the individual was 
further called upon to reject the ideas of the past: old doctrines and dogmas that had, in 
the opinion of the Transcendentalists, been the cause of war and oppression. Rather, the 
individual was to examine his or her own innermost being and arrive at his or her own 
intuitive knowledge of truth. So adamant were Emerson and Thoreau that each individual 
must intuit his or her own truth, that neither desired “followers” or “disciples.” Both 
admonished their would-be disciples to find their own way rather than imitate the beliefs 
and lives of the authors. Each must follow his or her own instincts and not conform to the 
dictates of society. Although society would always attempt to influence the individual toward 
conformity, the individual must always struggle to remain true to his or her self and to his or 
her identity.

Ironically, however, it was Transcendentalism’s emphasis on individual thought and effort that 
doomed it as a fleeting movement never to be institutionalized. Still, it was enormously influential 
in defining what it would mean to be an intellectual in America in the following centuries.

The principles of transcendentalism were, in fact, so individual—and its sources so varied— 
the philosophies of Plato, Emanuel Swedenbourg, and the German Romantics—that the 
philosophy was condemned by critics as ill-defined and unknowable.



4

Transcendentalism: Essential Essays of Emerson & Thoreau		  ADVANCED PLACEMENT TEACHING UNIT

		  LECTURE NOTES

This is not to say, however, that there weren’t a few principles on which the early 
Transcendentalists essentially agreed. Many of Emerson’s and Thoreau’s ideas about individual 
reason, the rule of conscience, and self-governance were more similar than different and 
rooted in a preference for nature over the human realm and intuition over reason and 
experience. These ideals were largely a reaction to the eighteenth-century empiricism (the 
Age of Reason, the Enlightenment) that gave rise to the Industrial Revolution, and the 
resultant despoilation and pollution of the countryside, and the creation of a new form of 
urban poverty, all in the name of “progress.”

There are strong hints of vitalism and pantheism in Transcendentalism. Emerson believed in 
what he called the Oversoul, and taught that all life contained an inner spark that partook 
of the Divine and connected all facets of nature, including humankind. Transcendentalists 
eschewed organized religion, believing that humans, because they partook of Divine 
nature, did not need the intercession of an institution or its agents (priests and ministers) 
in order to approach God. The Transcendentalists were, therefore, idealistic and optimistic, 
believing they actually could find answers to whatever they were seeking—that all things 
were ultimately knowable. The key to gaining this knowledge was simply to learn how 
to decipher—through intuition—the symbols of nature. Intuition, the individual’s “inner 
voices,” allowed the Transcendentalists to turn their backs on external authority and to rely, 
instead, solely on their own direct experience. While Transcendentalists focused on the 
Divine in each individual, they emphasized that individuals could discover their own divinity 
only if they had freed themselves from dependence on encouragement and positive feedback 
from others.

A part of the Transcendentalist’s idealism and optimism was the belief that there was meaning 
in everything and that meaning was good; everything was connected and part of a Divine 
plan. Emerson himself denied the existence of evil by insisting that Evil was not an entity 
in and of itself but simply the absence of Good. Just as a single spark of light was sufficient 
to penetrate the darkness, so too could a single act of goodness shatter the facade of evil. 
Transcendentalism, therefore, pointed to the essential goodness of humanity and humanity’s 
unlimited potential to connect with both the natural and spiritual worlds, to become fully 
aware of what the senses perceived, and to interpret that sensory input. At the core of his 
essay, “Self-Reliance,” Emerson admonishes his reader to “trust thyself.”

With its focus on the individual and its rejection of former and foreign philosophies, 
Transcendentalism seemed tailor-made for the new American spirit, and it was quickly—if 
only briefly—embraced as almost a national philosophy.
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The Philosophical Roots of Transcendentalism

John Locke—Considered the first of the British empiricists, John Locke taught that 
understanding was attainable only through sensory experience. He was among the 
first philosophers to theorize about the self as a conscious being, and, contrary to the 
common theories of his day, taught that the newborn mind was a tabula rasa that held 
no innate ideas.

Immanual Kant—Beginning to break away from the absolute rationalism of the 
Enlightenment, the German philosopher espoused the “intuition of the mind” as the 
primary means for knowing. The Transcendentalists, however, did not think Kant 
took his ideas far enough. Kant believed that, ultimately, the mind could never grasp 
whether or not there was a God. The Transcendentalists countered that the mind that 
relied on external authority and input could never know the existence of God, but the 
independent mind, unfettered by any reliance on external authority, could certainly 
come to such knowledge intuitively.

Emanuel Swedenbourg—A Christian philosopher and mystic, the Swedish-born theologian 
challenged traditional doctrines of the Christian Trinity and salvation by faith alone.

II. Ralph Waldo Emerson

Waldo Emerson—he stopped using “Ralph” while he was in college—is, if not the best-
known Transcendentalist, certainly among the most influential. He was born in 1803, the 
middle son of a conservative Unitarian minister, who himself had come from a long line of 
ministers. The elder Emerson died when Waldo was eight, and this would prove to be the first 
of many losses Emerson would suffer in his life, including all three of his brothers, his first 
wife, and his oldest son.

Emerson was an indifferent student at Harvard University and Harvard Divinity School. 
He was, however, ordained a minister in the Unitarian Church—as had generations of 
Emersons before him—and assigned to the pulpit of the Second Church in Boston in 1829. 
He married his first wife, Ellen Tucker that same year. Less than three years later, Ellen died of 
tuberculosis, and Emerson resigned his pulpit.

After traveling extensively in Europe, he returned to the United States to begin a career as an 
essayist, poet, and lecturer. He married Lydia Jackson in 1835, and together, they had four 
children. Their oldest son, Waldo, died at the age of five in 1842.
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Emerson continued his writing and lecturing, studying philosophy, and sharing his ideas with 
a growing circle of friends that included Thoreau, Margaret Fuller, Bronson Alcott (father of 
Louisa May Alcott, the famous author of Little Women).

In 1847, Emerson returned to England and witnessed firsthand the effects of the Industrial 
Revolution, especially the widening chasm between the upper and lower classes and the 
plight of the new urban poor championed in the novels of Charles Dickens.

A lifelong abolitionist, Emerson was disappointed in President Abraham Lincoln’s hesitance 
to end slavery at the risk of destroying the Union. While experiencing the turmoil of the Civil 
War, Emerson also suffered the deaths of Nathaniel Hawthorne and Thoreau, to whom he 
would always refer as his best friend.

In 1871 or 1872, Emerson began to lose his memory and experience episodes of aphasia, the 
loss of the ability to produce or understand language. By the end of the decade, he forgot his 
own name at times and, when anyone asked how he felt, he responded, “Quite well; I have 
lost my mental faculties, but am perfectly well.”

On July 24, 1872, Emerson’s home in Concord caught fire. Friends and neighbors collected 
over $15,000 for Emerson and his wife to rebuild. From then onward, Emerson essentially 
retired from public lecturing. While the house was being rebuilt, Emerson took a trip to 
England, Europe, and Egypt with his daughter.

Eventually, the problems with his memory and his aphasia embarrassed Emerson to the point 
that he ceased all public appearances. Friend and colleague Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote, “It 
is painful to witness his embarrassment at times.”

On April 19, 1882, despite having a cold, Emerson went walking and was caught in a sudden 
rain shower. Two days later, he was diagnosed with pneumonia, and he died on April 27, 
1882.

As a writer and lecturer, Emerson had become the leading voice of American intellectualism. 
While generally hailed as a genius, Emerson’s critics found him cold and unemotional. 
Herman Melville thought him conceited. Still, everyone who knew him recognized his 
greatness and his ability to inspire others—like Thoreau—so that his literary and intellectual 
accomplishments resonate as a part of the very fabric of American culture.
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III. Henry David Thoreau

Henry David Thoreau considered his life to be a work of craftsmanship, like his writing. He 
was born in 1817 in Concord, Massachusetts. His father, John Thoreau, was a pencil maker. 
His maternal grandfather, Asa Dunbar, had led the first recorded student protest in the United 
States: Harvard University’s 1766 student “Butter Rebellion.”

Thoreau wrote that his earliest memory was sneaking out of bed in the middle of the night 
and “looking through the stars to see if I could see God behind them.”

Thoreau and his brother, John, were close, and John taught school to earn the money to pay 
for Thoreau’s tuition at Harvard. There is a popular legend that claims that Thoreau never 
officially graduated from Harvard because he refused to pay the five-dollar fee required for 
a diploma. He allegedly said, “Let every sheep keep its own skin,” a probable reference to 
the fact that diplomas are traditionally printed on vellum, a paper made from sheepskin. It 
is more likely that Thoreau declined a master’s degree that had no academic value. Thoreau 
claimed that Harvard College offered it to graduates “who proved their physical worth by 
being alive three years after graduating, and their saving, earning, or inheriting quality or 
condition by having Five Dollars to give the college.”

It was while studying at Harvard that Thoreau first read Emerson’s “Nature,” and began the 
friendship that would last for the rest of his life.

Thoreau and his brother attempted to open a school together, but John cut himself while 
shaving and died of tetanus in 1842. Thoreau worked for several years as a surveyor and 
making pencils with his father, but at the age of 28 in 1845, wanting to write his first book, he 
went to Walden Pond and built his cabin on land owned by Emerson. During his twenty-five 
months on Walden Pond, Thoreau was arrested and spent a single night jail for failure to pay 
poll taxes as a protest against the Mexican-American War. Against his protests, Thoreau’s aunt 
paid the delinquent taxes, and Thoreau was released from jail after his single infamous night.

At the completion of his Walden experience, during which his stated goal was to live life 
“simply and deliberately,” Thoreau continued to write and lecture. He was an avid proponent 
of recreational canoeing and hiking. In 1859, he fell ill with bronchitis, which complicated 
the tuberculosis he’d contracted more than twenty years earlier. As he grew sicker, and it 
became apparent that he was dying, his aunt Louisa asked him if he had made his peace with 
God. Thoreau responded, “I did not know we had ever quarreled.” He died on May 6, 1862 at 
the age of forty-four.

His writing on self-governance and the primacy of the individual conscience inspired political 
leaders around the world and engendered revolutions that toppled empires and secured basic 
rights for hundreds of thousands of human souls. His writings, for example, informed both 
the passive resistance methods of the civil rights movement and the underlying vision of the 
ecology movement.
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Practice Free-Response Items

Practice Free-Response Item 1:

Carefully read the following passage from Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Self-Reliance” and then 
write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how the author establishes and illustrates 
his thesis. Do not merely summarize the passage.

Whoso would be a man, must be a nonconformist. He who would gather immortal 
palms must not be hindered by the name of goodness, but must explore if it be goodness. 
Nothing is at last sacred but the integrity of our own mind. Absolve you to yourself, and 
you shall have the suffrage of the world. I remember an answer which when quite young 
I was prompted to make to a valued adviser who was wont to importune me with the 
dear old doctrines of the church. On my saying, What have I to do with the sacredness 
of traditions, if I live wholly from within? my friend suggested,— “But these impulses 
may be from below, not from above.” I replied, “They do not seem to me to be such; but 
if I am the devil’s child, I will live then from the devil.” No law can be sacred to me but 
that of my nature. Good and bad are but names very readily transferable to that or this; 
the only right is what is after my constitution; the only wrong what is against it. A man 
is to carry himself in the presence of all opposition as if every thing were titular and 
ephemeral but he. I am ashamed to think how easily we capitulate to badges and names, 
to large societies and dead institutions. Every decent and well-spoken individual affects 
and sways me more than is right. I ought to go upright and vital, and speak the rude 
truth in all ways. If malice and vanity wear the coat of philanthropy, shall that pass? If 
an angry bigot assumes this bountiful cause of Abolition, and comes to me with his last 
news from Barbadoes, why should I not say to him, “Go love thy infant; love thy wood-
chopper; be good-natured and modest; have that grace; and never varnish your hard, 
uncharitable ambition with this incredible tenderness for black folk a thousand miles 
off. Thy love afar is spite at home.” Rough and graceless would be such greeting, but 
truth is handsomer than the affectation of love. Your goodness must have some edge to 
it,—else it is none. The doctrine of hatred must be preached, as the counteraction of 
the doctrine of love, when that pules and whines. I shun father and mother and wife 
and brother when my genius calls me. I would write on the lintels of the doorpost, 
Whim. I hope it is somewhat better than whim at last, but we cannot spend the day 
in explanation. Expect me not to show cause why I seek or why I exclude company. 
Then, again, do not tell me, as a good man did today, of my obligation to put all poor 
men in good situations. Are they my poor? I tell thee, thou foolish philanthropist, that 
I grudge the dollar, the dime, the cent I give to such men as do not belong to me and to 
whom I do not belong. There is a class of persons to whom by all spiritual affinity I am 
bought and sold; for them I will go to prison if need be; but your miscellaneous popular 
charities; the education at college of fools; the building of meeting-houses to the vain 
end to which many now stand; alms to sots, and the thousandfold Relief Societies;—
though I confess with shame I sometimes succumb and give the dollar, it is a wicked 
dollar, which by-and-by I shall have the manhood to withhold.
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Practice Free-Response Item 2:

Carefully read the following excerpt from Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Friendship,” and then 
write an essay in which you analyze the author’s use of the rhetorical device antithesis.

DEAR FRIEND, If I was sure of thee, sure of thy capacity, sure to match my 
mood with thine, I should never think again of trifles in relation to thy comings and 
goings. I am not very wise; my moods are quite attainable: and I respect thy genius: 
it is to me as yet unfathomed; yet dare I not presume in thee a perfect intelligence 
of me, and so thou art to me a delicious torment. Thine ever, or never.

Yet these uneasy pleasures and fine pains are for curiosity and not for life. They 
are not to be indulged. This is to weave cobweb, and not cloth. Our friendships 
hurry to short and poor conclusions, because we have made them a texture of 
wine and dreams, instead of the tough fibre of the human heart. The laws of 
friendship are great, austere and eternal, of one web with the laws of nature 
and of morals. But we have aimed at a swift and petty benefit, to suck a sudden 
sweetness. We snatch at the slowest fruit in the whole garden of God, which 
many summers and many winters must ripen. We seek our friend not sacredly, 
but with an adulterate passion which would appropriate him to ourselves. In 
vain. We are armed all over with subtle antagonisms, which, as soon as we meet, 
begin to play, and translate all poetry into stale prose. Almost all people descend 
to meet. All association must be a compromise, and, what is worst, the very 
flower and aroma of the flower of each of the beautiful natures disappears as 
they approach each other. What a perpetual disappointment is actual society, 
even of the virtuous and gifted! After interviews have been compassed with 
long foresight we must be tormented presently by baffled blows, by sudden, 
unseasonable apathies, by epilepsies of wit and of animal spirits, in the hey-day 
of friendship and thought. Our faculties do not play us true, and both parties are 
relieved by solitude. 
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Practice Free-Response Item 3:

Read the following excerpt from the beginning of Henry David Thoreau’s “Civil 
Disobedience” and then write a well-organized essay in which you analyze the relationship 
between the essay’s content and its audience. Use specific references to the essay’s diction, 
syntax, or other narrative and rhetorical techniques to support your thesis. Do not merely 
summarize the passage.

I heartily accept the motto, “That government is best which governs least”; and I 
should like to see it acted up to more readily and systematically. Carried out, it finally 
amounts to this, which also I believe, “That government is best which governs not at 
all”; and when men are prepared for it, that will be the kind of government which they 
will have. Government is at best but an expedient; but most governments are usually, 
and all governments are sometimes, inexpedient. The objections which have been 
brought against a standing army, and they are many and weighty, and deserve to prevail, 
may also at last be brought against a standing government. The standing army is only an 
arm of the standing government. The government itself, which is only the mode which 
the people have chosen to execute their will, is equally liable to be abused and perverted 
before the people can act through it. Witness the present Mexican war, the work of 
comparatively a few individuals using the standing government as their tool; for, in the 
outset, the people would not have consented to this measure.

This American government,—what is it but a tradition, though a recent one, 
endeavoring to transmit itself unimpaired to posterity, but each instant losing some of 
its integrity? It has not the vitality and force of a single living man; for a single man can 
bend it to his will. It is a sort of wooden gun to the people themselves; and, if ever they 
should use it in earnest as a real one against each other, it will surely split. But it is not 
the less necessary for this; for the people must have some complicated machinery or 
other, and hear its din, to satisfy that idea of government which they have. Governments 
show thus how successfully men can be imposed on, even impose on themselves, for 
their own advantage. It is excellent, we must all allow, yet this government never of 
itself furthered any enterprise, but by the alacrity with which it got out of its way. It does 
not keep the country free. It does not settle the West. It does not educate. The character 
inherent in the American people has done all that has been accomplished; and it would 
have done somewhat more, if the government had not sometimes got in its way. For 
government is an expedient by which men would fain succeed in letting one another 
alone; and, as has been said, when it is most expedient, the governed are most let alone 
by it. Trade and commerce, if they were not made of India rubber, would never manage 
to bounce over the obstacles which legislators are continually putting in their way; and, 
if one were to judge these men wholly by the effects of their actions, and not partly by 
their intentions, they would deserve to be classed and punished with those mischievous 
persons who put obstructions on the railroads.

But, to speak practically and as a citizen, unlike those who call themselves no-
government men, I ask for, not at once no government, but at once a better government. 
Let every man make known what kind of government would command his respect, and 
that will be one step toward obtaining it.
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After all, the practical reason why, when the power is once in the hands of the 
people, a majority are permitted, and for a long period continue, to rule, is not because 
they are most likely to be in the right, nor because this seems fairest to the minority, 
but because they are physically the strongest. But a government in which the majority 
rule in all cases cannot be based on justice, even as far as men understand it. Can 
there not be a government in which majorities do not virtually decide right and wrong, 
but conscience?—in which majorities decide only those questions to which the rule of 
expediency is applicable? Must the citizen ever for a moment, or in the least degree, 
resign his conscience to the legislator? Why has every man a conscience, then? I think 
that we should be men first, and subjects afterward. It is not desirable to cultivate a 
respect for the law, so much as for the right. The only obligation which I have a right to 
assume, is to do at any time what I think right. It is truly enough said, that a corporation 
has no conscience; but a corporation of conscientious men is a corporation with a 
conscience. Law never made men a whit more just; and, by means of their respect for 
it, even the well-disposed are daily made the agents of injustice. A common and natural 
result of an undue respect for law is, that you may see a file of soldiers, colonel, captain, 
corporal, privates, powder-monkeys and all, marching in admirable order over hill and 
dale to the wars, against their wills, aye, against their common sense and consciences, 
which makes it very steep marching indeed, and produces a palpitation of the heart. 
They have no doubt that it is a damnable business in which they are concerned; they 
are all peaceably inclined. Now, what are they? Men at all? or small moveable forts and 
magazines, at the service of some unscrupulous man in power? Visit the Navy Yard, and 
behold a marine, such a man as an American government can make, or such as it can 
make a man with its black arts, a mere shadow and reminiscence of humanity, a man 
laid out alive and standing, and already, as one may say, buried under arms with funeral 
accompaniments, though it may be

Not a drum was heard, nor a funeral note,
As his corpse to the ramparts we hurried;
Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot
O’er the grave where our hero we buried.

The mass of men serve the State thus, not as men mainly, but as machines, with their 
bodies. They are the standing army, and the militia, jailers, constables, posse comitatus, 
etc. In most cases there is no free exercise whatever of the judgment or of the moral sense; 
but they put themselves on a level with wood and earth and stones; and wooden men can 
perhaps be manufactured that will serve the purpose as well. Such command no more 
respect than men of straw, or a lump of dirt. They have the same sort of worth only as 
horses and dogs. Yet such as these even are commonly esteemed good citizens. Others, as 
most legislators, politicians, lawyers, ministers, and officeholders, serve the State chiefly 
with their heads; and, as they rarely make any moral distinctions, they are as likely to serve 
the devil, without intending it, as God. A very few, as heroes, patriots, martyrs, reformers 
in the great sense, and men, serve the State with their consciences also, and so necessarily 
resist it for the most part; and they are commonly treated by it as enemies.



12

Transcendentalism: Essential Essays of Emerson & Thoreau		  ADVANCED PLACEMENT TEACHING UNIT

		  PRACTICE FREE-RESPONSE ITEMS

Practice Free-Response Item 4:

In his famous autobiography, Dr. Martin Luther King wrote of his first reading of Thoreau’s 
“Civil Disobedience”:

I became convinced that noncooperation with evil is as much a moral obligation as is 
cooperation with good.

Write a well-organized essay in which you analyze the elements of Thoreau’s argument and its 
development that would engender such a response in a reader a full century later.

Practice Free-Response Item 5:

Iconoclastic historian Richard Zacks wrote of Thoreau in An Underground Education:

Thoreau’s Walden, or Life in the Woods deserves its status as a great American book but 
let it be known that Nature Boy went home on weekends to raid the family cookie jar. 
While living the simple life in the woods, Thoreau walked into nearby Concord, Mass., 
almost every day. And his mom, who lived less than two miles away, delivered goodie 
baskets filled with meals, pies and doughnuts every Saturday. The more one reads in 
Thoreau’s unpolished journal of his stay in the woods, the more his sojourn resembles 
suburban boys going to their tree-house in the backyard and pretending they’re camping 
in the heart of the jungle.

Write a well-organized essay in which you respond to Mr. Zacks’s appraisal of Thoreau’s 
account of his experience.

Practice Free-Response Item 6:

Authors of both fiction and non-fiction often use allusions—historical, literary, mythological, 
or religious—to add the weight of authority to their arguments or to illustrate their points. 
Write a well-organized and supported essay in which you analyze Ralph Waldo Emerson’s 
or Henry David Thoreau’s use of allusions. Do not merely list and explain the allusions your 
chosen author uses.
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Practice Multiple Choice Questions

Practice Multiple-Choice Questions 1 - 10

Carefully read the following passage from Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “Self Reliance” before 
choosing the best answer to the multiple-choice questions that follow.

I read the other day some verses written by an eminent painter which were original and 
not conventional. Always the soul hears an admonition in such lines, let the subject 
be what it may. The sentiment they instil is of more value than any thought they may 
contain. To believe your own thought, to believe that what is true for you in your private 
heart is true for all men,—that is genius. Speak your latent conviction, and it shall be 
the universal sense; for always the inmost becomes the outmost—and our first thought 
is rendered back to us by the trumpets of the Last Judgment. Familiar as the voice of the 
mind is to each, the highest merit we ascribe to Moses, Plato, and Milton is that they 
set at naught books and traditions, and spoke not what men, but what they thought. A 
man should learn to detect and watch that gleam of light which flashes across his mind 
from within, more than the lustre of the firmament of bards and sages. Yet he dismisses 
without notice his thought, because it is his. In every work of genius we recognize our 
own rejected thoughts; they come back to us with a certain alienated majesty. Great 
works of art have no more affecting lesson for us than this. They teach us to abide by our 
spontaneous impression with good-humored inflexibility then most when the whole 
cry of voices is on the other side. Else to-morrow a stranger will say with masterly good 
sense precisely what we have thought and felt all the time, and we shall be forced to take 
with shame our own opinion from another.

There is a time in every man’s education when he arrives at the conviction that envy 
is ignorance; that imitation is suicide; that he must take himself for better for worse as 
his portion; that though the wide universe is full of good, no kernel of nourishing corn 
can come to him but through his toil bestowed on that plot of ground which is given to 
him to till. The power which resides in him is new in nature, and none but he knows 
what that is which he can do, nor does he know until he has tried. Not for nothing one 
face, one character, one fact, makes much impression on him, and another none. It is 
not without preestablished harmony, this sculpture in the memory. The eye was placed 
where one ray should fall, that it might testify of that particular ray. Bravely let him speak 
the utmost syllable of his confession. We but half express ourselves, and are ashamed of 
that divine idea which each of us represents. It may be safely trusted as proportionate 
and of good issues, so it be faithfully imparted, but God will not have his work made 
manifest by cowards. It needs a divine man to exhibit anything divine. A man is relieved 
and gay when he has put his heart into his work and done his best; but what he has said 
or done otherwise shall give him no peace. It is a deliverance which does not deliver. In 
the attempt his genius deserts him; no muse befriends; no invention, no hope.
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Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string. Accept the place the divine providence 
has found for you, the society of your contemporaries, the connection of events. Great 
men have always done so, and confided themselves childlike to the genius of their age, 
betraying their perception that the Eternal was stirring at their heart, working through 
their hands, predominating in all their being. And we are now men, and must accept in 
the highest mind the same transcendent destiny; and not pinched in a corner, not cowards 
fleeing before a revolution, but redeemers and benefactors, pious aspirants to be noble 
clay under the Almighty effort let us advance on Chaos and the Dark.

What pretty oracles nature yields us on this text in the face and behavior of children, 
babes, and even brutes. That divided and rebel mind, that distrust of a sentiment because 
our arithmetic has computed the strength and means opposed to our purpose, these 
have not. Their mind being whole, their eye is as yet unconquered, and when we look 
in their faces, we are disconcerted. Infancy conforms to nobody; all conform to it; so 
that one babe commonly makes four or five out of the adults who prattle and play to it. 
So God has armed youth and puberty and manhood no less with its own piquancy and 
charm, and made it enviable and gracious and its claims not to be put by, it will stand 
by itself. Do not think the youth has no force, because he cannot speak to you and me. 
Hark! in the next room who spoke so clear and emphatic? It seems he knows how to 
speak to his contemporaries. Good Heaven! it is he! it is that very lump of bashfulness 
and phlegm which for weeks has done nothing but eat when you were by, and now rolls 
out these words like bellstrokes. It seems he knows how to speak to his contemporaries. 
Bashful or bold then, he will know how to make us seniors very unnecessary.

The nonchalance of boys who are sure of a dinner, and would disdain as much as a 
lord to do or say aught to conciliate one, is the healthy attitude of human nature. How 
is a boy the master of society; independent, irresponsible, looking out from his corner 
on such people and facts as pass by, he tries and sentences them on their merits, in the 
swift, summary way of boys, as good, bad, interesting, silly, eloquent, troublesome. He 
cumbers himself never about consequences, about interests; he gives an independent, 
genuine verdict. You must court him; he does not court you. But the man is as it were 
clapped into jail by his consciousness. As soon as he has once acted or spoken with 
eclat he is a committed person, watched by the sympathy or the hatred of hundreds, 
whose affections must now enter into his account. There is no Lethe for this. Ah, that 
he could —allusion-- pass again into his neutral, godlike independence! Who can thus 
lose all pledge and, having observed, observe again from the same unaffected, unbiased, 
unbribable, unaffrighted innocence, must always be formidable, must always engage 
the poet’s and the man’s regards. Of such an immortal youth the force would be felt. 
He would utter opinions on all passing affairs, which being seen to be not private but 
necessary, would sink like darts into the ear of men and put them in fear.

These are the voices which we hear in solitude, but they grow faint and inaudible as we 
enter into the world. Society everywhere is in conspiracy against the manhood of every 
one of its members. Society is a joint-stock company, in which the members agree, for 
the better securing of his bread to each shareholder, to surrender the liberty and culture 
of the eater. The virtue in most request is conformity. Self-reliance is its aversion. It loves 
not realities and creators, but names and customs.
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Whoso would be a man, must be a nonconformist. He who would gather immortal 
palms must not be hindered by the name of goodness, but must explore if it be goodness. 
Nothing is at last sacred but the integrity of our own mind. Absolve you to yourself, and 
you shall have the suffrage of the world. I remember an answer which when quite young 
I was prompted to make to a valued adviser who was wont to importune me with the 
dear old doctrines of the church. On my saying, What have I to do with the sacredness of 
traditions, if I live wholly from within? my friend suggested,—”But these impulses may 
be from below, not from above.” I replied, “They do not seem to me to be such; but if I am 
the devil’s child, I will live then from the devil.” No law can be sacred to me but that of 
my nature. Good and bad are but names very readily transferable to that or this; the only 
right is what is after my constitution; the only wrong what is against it. A man is to carry 
himself in the presence of all opposition as if every thing were titular and ephemeral but 
he. I am ashamed to think how easily we capitulate to badges and names, to large societies 
and dead institutions. Every decent and well-spoken individual affects and sways me more 
than is right. I ought to go upright and vital, and speak the rude truth in all ways. If malice 
and vanity wear the coat of philanthropy, shall that pass? If an angry bigot assumes this 
bountiful cause of Abolition, and comes to me with his last news from Barbadoes, why 
should I not say to him, “Go love thy infant; love thy wood-chopper; be good-natured 
and modest; have that grace; and never varnish your hard, uncharitable ambition with 
this incredible tenderness for black folk a thousand miles off. Thy love afar is spite at 
home.” Rough and graceless would be such greeting, but truth is handsomer than the 
affectation of love. Your goodness must have some edge to it,—else it is none. The doctrine 
of hatred must be preached, as the counteraction of the doctrine of love, when that pules 
and whines. I shun father and mother and wife and brother when my genius calls me. I 
would write on the lintels of the doorpost, Whim. I hope it is somewhat better than whim 
at last, but we cannot spend the day in explanation. Expect me not to show cause why I 
seek or why I exclude company. Then, again, do not tell me, as a good man did today, of 
my obligation to put all poor men in good situations. Are they my poor? I tell thee, thou 
foolish philanthropist, that I grudge the dollar, the dime, the cent I give to such men as 
do not belong to me and to whom I do not belong. There is a class of persons to whom by 
all spiritual affinity I am bought and sold; for them I will go to prison if need be; but your 
miscellaneous popular charities; the education at college of fools; the building of meeting-
houses to the vain end to which many now stand; alms to sots, and the thousandfold Relief 
Societies;—though I confess with shame I sometimes succumb and give the dollar, it is a 
wicked dollar, which by-and-by I shall have the manhood to withhold. 

Virtues are, in the popular estimate, rather the exception than the rule. There is the man 
and his virtues. Men do what is called a good action, as some piece of courage or charity, 
much as they would pay a fine in expiation of daily non-appearance on parade. Their 
works are done as an apology or extenuation of their living in the world,—as invalids 
and the insane pay a high board. Their virtues are penances. I do not wish to expiate, 
but to live. My life is not an apology, but a life. It is for itself and not for a spectacle. I 
much prefer that it should be of a lower strain, so it be genuine and equal, than that 
it should be glittering and unsteady. I wish it to be sound and sweet, and not to need 
diet and bleeding. My life should be unique; it should be an alms, a battle, a conquest, 
a medicine. I ask primary evidence that you are a man, and refuse this appeal from the 
man to his actions. I know that for myself it makes no difference whether I do or forbear 
those actions which are reckoned excellent. I cannot consent to pay for a privilege 
where I have intrinsic right. Few and mean as my gifts may be, I actually am, and do not 
need for my own assurance or the assurance of my fellows any secondary testimony.
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What I must do is all that concerns me, not what the people think. This rule, equally 
arduous in actual and in intellectual life, may serve for the whole distinction between 
greatness and meanness. It is the harder because you will always find those who think 
they know what is your duty better than you know it. It is easy in the world to live after 
the world’s opinion; it is easy in solitude to live after our own; but the great man is he who 
in the midst of the crowd keeps with perfect sweetness the independence of solitude.

The objection to conforming to usages that have become dead to you is that it scatters your 
force. It loses your time and blurs the impression of your character. If you maintain a dead 
church, contribute to a dead Bible Society, vote with a great party either for the Government 
or against it, spread your table like base housekeepers,—under all these screens I have 
difficulty to detect the precise man you are. And of course so much force is withdrawn from 
your proper life. But do your thing, and I shall know you. Do your work, and you shall 
reinforce yourself. A man must consider what a blindman’s-buff is this game of conformity. 
If I know your sect I anticipate your argument. I hear a preacher announce for his text and 
topic the expediency of one of the institutions of his church. Do I not know beforehand 
that not possibly can he say a new and spontaneous word? Do I not know that with all 
this ostentation of examining the grounds of the institution he will do no such thing? Do I 
not know that he is pledged to himself not to look but at one side, the permitted side, not 
as a man, but as a parish minister? He is a retained attorney, and these airs of the bench 
are the emptiest affectation. Well, most men have bound their eyes with one or another 
handkerchief, and attached themselves to some one of these communities of opinion. This 
conformity makes them not false in a few particulars, authors of a few lies, but false in all 
particulars. Their every truth is not quite true. Their two is not the real two, their four not 
the real four: so that every word they say chagrins us and we know not where to begin to 
set them right. Meantime nature is not slow to equip us in the prison-uniform of the party 
to which we adhere. We come to wear one cut of face and figure, and acquire by degrees the 
gentlest asinine expression. There is a mortifying experience in particular, which does not 
fail to wreak itself also in the general history; I mean “the foolish face of praise,” the forced 
smile which we put on in company where we do not feel at ease, in answer to conversation 
which does not interest us. The muscles, not spontaneously moved but moved by a low 
usurping wilfulness, grow tight about the outline of the face, and make the most disagreeable 
sensation; a sensation of rebuke and warning which no brave young man will suffer twice.

For non-conformity the world whips you with its displeasure. And therefore a man must 
know how to estimate a sour face. The bystanders look askance on him in the public 
street or in the friend’s parlor. If this aversation had its origin in contempt and resistance 
like his own he might well go home with a sad countenance; but the sour faces of the 
multitude, like their sweet faces, have no deep cause—disguise no god, but are put on 
and off as the wind blows and a newspaper directs. Yet is the discontent of the multitude 
more formidable than that of the senate and the college. It is easy enough for a firm man 
who knows the world to brook the rage of the cultivated classes. Their rage is decorous 
and prudent, for they are timid, as being very vulnerable themselves. But when to their 
feminine rage the indignation of the people is added, when the ignorant and the poor 
are aroused, when the unintelligent brute force that lies at the bottom of society is made 
to growl and mow, it needs the habit of magnanimity and religion to treat it godlike as 
a trifle of no concernment.
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The other terror that scares us from self-trust is our consistency; a reverence for our past 
act or word because the eyes of others have no other data for computing our orbit than 
our past acts, and we are loath to disappoint them.

But why should you keep your head over your shoulder? Why drag about this monstrous 
corpse of your memory, lest you contradict somewhat you have stated in this or that 
public place? Suppose you should contradict yourself; what then? It seems to be a rule 
of wisdom never to rely on your memory alone, scarcely even in acts of pure memory, 
but to bring the past for judgment into the thousand eyed present, and live ever in a new 
day. Trust your emotion. In your metaphysics you have denied personality to the Deity, 
yet when the devout motions of the soul come, yield to them heart and life, though they 
should clothe God with shape and color. Leave your theory, as Joseph his coat in the 
hand of the harlot, and flee. 

A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little statesmen and 
philosophers and divines. With consistency a great soul has simply nothing to do. He 
may as well concern himself with his shadow on the wall. Out upon your guarded lips! 
Sew them up with packthread, do. Else if you would be a man speak what you think 
to-day in words as hard as cannon balls, and to-morrow speak what to-morrow thinks 
in hard words again, though it contradict every thing you said to-day. Ah, then, exclaim 
the aged ladies, you shall be sure to be misunderstood! Misunderstood! It is a right 
fool’s word. Is it so bad then to be misunderstood? Pythagoras was misunderstood, and 
Socrates, and Jesus, and Luther, and Copernicus, and Galileo, and Newton, and every 
pure and wise spirit that ever took flesh. To be great is to be misunderstood.

1.	 The passage contains all of the following literary devices EXCEPT
	 A.	 sententia.
	 B.	 irony.
	 C.	 allusion.
	 D.	 antithesis.
	 E.	 puns.

2.	 Emerson’s reference to Moses, Plato, and Milton illustrates his idea that
	 A.	 great minds think and express their own ideas.
	 B.	 geniuses are well-read and educated.
	 C.	 all philosophies eventually arrive at the same point.
	 D.	 the study of history is pointless.
	 E.	 the world produces no more great men.

3.	 For Emerson, goodness is
	 A.	 conformity to social standards.
	 B.	 the playfulness of boys.
	 C.	 donations to Relief Societies.
	 D.	 being true to one’s own inner self.
	 E.	 the voices heard in solitude.

175

180

185

190



18

Transcendentalism: Essential Essays of Emerson & Thoreau		  ADVANCED PLACEMENT TEACHING UNIT

		  PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

4.	 Emerson’s criticism of virtue and philanthropy is based on his
	 A.	 basic misanthropy.
	 B.	 aversion to conformity.
	 C.	 selfishness.
	 D.	 poverty.
	 E.	 intellectual superiority.

5.	 As it is used in line 130, the word meanness most likely means
	 A.	 nastiness.
	 B.	 stinginess.
	 C.	 hostility.
	 D.	 mediocrity.
	 E.	 pettiness.

6.	 The overall theme of this passage can best be defined as
	 A.	 Be yourself.
	 B.	 Choose your causes carefully.
	 C.	 Seek your own kind of greatness.
	 D.	 Every man is virtuous.
	 E.	 Every man is a genius.

7.	 What irony does Emerson find in causes like abolition?
	 A.	 Causes tend to focus on groups rather than individuals.
	 B.	 No cause is worth the attention of the truly great individual.
	 C.	 Supporting the cause actually causes its opposite to flourish.
	 D.	 People who follow causes often miss opportunities in their own homes.
	 E.	 People often choose causes that have no bearing on their consciences.

8.	 What, for Emerson, should be the difference between the public self and the private self?
	 A.	 The public self should mirror the private self.
	 B.	 The public self should follow public opinion.
	 C.	 The private self should mirror the public self.
	 D.	 The private self should follow its private conscience. 
	 E.	 The private and public selves should conform to social standards.

9.	 Based on the context of this passage, “To be great is to be misunderstood” because
	 A.	 an individual should not seek to be great.
	 B.	 great persons are often self-contradictory.
	 C.	 greatness is another form of conformity.
	 D.	 great persons are completely unique.
	 E.	 a great man hides behind his greatness.

10.	 This passage could best be summed up as a criticism of
	 A.	 virtue and philanthropy.
	 B.	 conformity and consistency.
	 C.	 greatness and meanness.
	 D.	 celebrity and fame.
	 E.	 penance and expiation.
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Practice Multiple-Choice Questions 11 - 15

Carefully read the following passage from Ralph Waldo Emerson’s “On Friendship” before 
selecting the best answer to the multiple-choice questions that follow.

I awoke this morning with devout thanksgiving for my friends, the old and the new. 
Shall I not call God the Beautiful, who daily showeth himself so to me in his gifts? I 
chide society, I embrace solitude, and yet I am not so ungrateful as not to see the wise, 
the lovely and the noble-minded, as from time to time they pass my gate. Who hears me, 
who understands me, becomes mine,—a possession for all time. Nor is nature so poor 
but she gives me this joy several times, and thus we weave social threads of our own, a 
new web of relations; and, as many thoughts in succession substantiate themselves, we 
shall by-and-by stand in a new world of our own creation, and no longer strangers and 
pilgrims in a traditionary globe. My friends have come to me unsought. The great God 
gave them to me. By oldest right, by the divine affinity of virtue with itself, I find them, 
or rather not I, but the Deity in me and in them derides, and cancel the thick walls of 
individual character, relation, age, sex, circumstance, at which he usually connives, 
and now makes many one. High thanks I owe you, excellent lovers, who carry out the 
world for me to new and noble depths, and enlarge the meaning of all my thoughts. 
These are not stark and stiffened persons, but the new born poetry of God,—poetry 
without stop,—hymn, ode and epic, poetry still flowing and not yet caked in dead 
books with annotation and grammar, but Apollo and the Muses chanting still. Will 
these too separate themselves from me again, or some of them? I know not, but I fear it 
not; for my relation to them is so pure, that we hold by simple affinity, and the Genius 
of my life being thus social, the same affinity will exert its energy on whomsoever is as 
noble as these men and women, wherever I may be.

I confess to an extreme tenderness of nature on this point. It is almost dangerous to me 
to “crush the sweet poison of misused wine” of the affections. A new person is to me 
always a great event and hinders me from sleep. I have often had fine fancies lately about 
two or three persons which have given me delicious hours; but the joy ends in the day; 
it yields no fruit. Thought is not born of it; my action is very little modified. I must feel 
pride in my friend’s accomplishments as if they were mine,—wild, delicate, throbbing 
property in his virtues. I feel as warmly when he is praised, as the lover when he hears 
applause of his engaged maiden. We over-estimate the conscience of our friend. His 
goodness seems better than our goodness, his nature finer, his temptations less. Every 
thing that is his, his name, his form, his dress, books and instruments, fancy enhances. 
Our own thought sounds new and larger from his mouth.
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Yet the systole and diastole of the heart are not without their analogy in the ebb and flow 
of love. Friendship, like the immortality of the soul, is too good to be believed. The lover, 
beholding his maiden, half knows that she is not verily that which he worships; and in 
the golden hour of friendship we are surprised with shades of suspicion and unbelief. 
We doubt that we bestow on our hero the virtues in which he shines, and afterwards 
worship the form to which we have ascribed this divine inhabitation. In strictness, the 
soul does not respect men as it respects itself. In strict science all persons underlie the 
same condition of an infinite remoteness. Shall we fear to cool our love by facing the 
fact, by mining for the metaphysical foundation of this Elysian temple? Shall I not be as 
real as the things I see? If I am, I shall not fear to know them for what they are. Their 
essence is not less beautiful than their appearance, though it needs finer organs for its 
apprehension. The root of the plant is not unsightly to science, though for chaplets 
and festoons we cut the stem short. And I must hazard the production of the bald fact 
amidst these pleasing reveries, though it should prove an Egyptian skull at our banquet. 
A man who stands united with his thought conceives magnificently of himself. He is 
conscious of a universal success, even though bought by uniform particular failures. No 
advantages, no powers, no gold or force, can be any match for him. I cannot choose but 
rely on my own poverty more than on your wealth. I cannot make your consciousness 
tantamount to mine. Only the star dazzles; the planet has a faint, moon-like ray. I hear 
what you say of the admirable parts and tried temper of the party you praise, but I see 
well that, for all his purple cloaks I shall not like him, unless he is at last a poor Greek 
like me. I cannot deny it, O friend, that the vast shadow of the Phenomenal includes 
thee also in its pied and painted immensity,—thee also, compared with whom all else 
is shadow. Thou art not Being, as Truth is, as Justice is,—thou art not my soul, but a 
picture and effigy of that. Thou hast come to me lately, and already thou art seizing thy 
hat and cloak. Is it not that the soul puts forth friends as the tree puts forth leaves, and 
presently, by the germination of new buds, extrudes the old leaf? The law of nature 
is alternation for evermore. Each electrical state superinduces the opposite. The soul 
environs itself with friends that it may enter into a grander self-acquaintance or solitude; 
and it goes alone for a season, that it may exalt its conversation or society. This method 
betrays itself along the whole history of our personal relations. The instinct of affection 
revives the hope of union with our mates, and the returning sense of insulation recalls 
us from the chase. Thus every man passes his life in the search after friendship and if he 
should record his true sentiment, he might write a letter like this to each new candidate 
for his love…

11.	 The main idea of this essay seems to be that the formation of a friendship is essentially
	 A.	 intentional.
	 B.	 accidental.
	 C.	 instinctual.
	 D.	 predestinate.
	 E.	 divine.
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12.	 Emerson admits that his gratitude for his friends is somewhat ironic because he
	 A.	 is a devotee of nature.
	 B.	 sees God in Beauty.
	 C.	 believes himself to be part of a new creation. 
	 D.	 prefers solitude to society.
	 E.	 considers himself a stranger and a pilgrim.

13.	 The line: “hymn, ode and epic, poetry still flowing and not yet caked in dead books with 
annotation and grammar, but Apollo and the Muses chanting still,” is part of a metaphor 
comparing

	 A.	 friends to living poetry.
	 B.	 friends to divine beings.
	 C.	 friendship to religion.
	 D.	 friendship to art.
	 E.	 friendship to passionate love.

14.	 Emerson attributes all of the following to friendship EXCEPT
	 A.	 subordinating oneself to one’s friend.
	 B.	 exaggerating one’s friend’s virtues.
	 C.	 passionate delusions.
	 D.	 affinity of souls.
	 E.	 spiritual rejuvenation.

15.	 This passage concludes with Emerson’s reflecting that periods of friendship and solitude 
can be likened to the

	 A.	 beating of the human heart.
	 B. 	 rise and fall of tides.
	 C. 	changing of the seasons.
	 D. 	waxing and waning of love.
	 E. 	 rising and setting of planets.
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Practice Multiple-Choice Questions 16 - 20

Carefully read the following passage from Henry David Thoreau’s Civil Disobedience and then 
select the best answer to the multiple-choice questions that follow.

I heartily accept the motto, “That government is best which governs least”; and I 
should like to see it acted up to more readily and systematically. Carried out, it finally 
amounts to this, which also I believe, “That government is best which governs not at 
all”; and when men are prepared for it, that will be the kind of government which they 
will have. Government is at best but an expedient; but most governments are usually, 
and all governments are sometimes, inexpedient. The objections which have been 
brought against a standing army, and they are many and weighty, and deserve to prevail, 
may also at last be brought against a standing government. The standing army is only an 
arm of the standing government. The government itself, which is only the mode which 
the people have chosen to execute their will, is equally liable to be abused and perverted 
before the people can act through it. Witness the present Mexican war, the work of 
comparatively a few individuals using the standing government as their tool; for, in the 
outset, the people would not have consented to this measure.

This American government,—what is it but a tradition, though a recent one, 
endeavoring to transmit itself unimpaired to posterity, but each instant losing some of 
its integrity? It has not the vitality and force of a single living man; for a single man can 
bend it to his will. It is a sort of wooden gun to the people themselves; and, if ever they 
should use it in earnest as a real one against each other, it will surely split. But it is not 
the less necessary for this; for the people must have some complicated machinery or 
other, and hear its din, to satisfy that idea of government which they have. Governments 
show thus how successfully men can be imposed on, even impose on themselves, for 
their own advantage. It is excellent, we must all allow, yet this government never of 
itself furthered any enterprise, but by the alacrity with which it got out of its way. It does 
not keep the country free. It does not settle the West. It does not educate. The character 
inherent in the American people has done all that has been accomplished; and it would 
have done somewhat more, if the government had not sometimes got in its way. For 
government is an expedient by which men would fain succeed in letting one another 
alone; and, as has been said, when it is most expedient, the governed are most let alone 
by it. Trade and commerce, if they were not made of India rubber, would never manage 
to bounce over the obstacles which legislators are continually putting in their way; and, 
if one were to judge these men wholly by the effects of their actions, and not partly by 
their intentions, they would deserve to be classed and punished with those mischievous 
persons who put obstructions on the railroads.

But, to speak practically and as a citizen, unlike those who call themselves no-
government men, I ask for, not at once no government, but at once a better government. 
Let every man make known what kind of government would command his respect, and 
that will be one step toward obtaining it.
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After all, the practical reason why, when the power is once in the hands of the 
people, a majority are permitted, and for a long period continue, to rule, is not because 
they are most likely to be in the right, nor because this seems fairest to the minority, 
but because they are physically the strongest. But a government in which the majority 
rule in all cases cannot be based on justice, even as far as men understand it. Can 
there not be a government in which majorities do not virtually decide right and wrong, 
but conscience?—in which majorities decide only those questions to which the rule of 
expediency is applicable? Must the citizen ever for a moment, or in the least degree, 
resign his conscience to the legislator? Why has every man a conscience, then? I think 
that we should be men first, and subjects afterward. It is not desirable to cultivate a 
respect for the law, so much as for the right. The only obligation which I have a right to 
assume, is to do at any time what I think right. It is truly enough said, that a corporation 
has no conscience; but a corporation of conscientious men is a corporation with a 
conscience. Law never made men a whit more just; and, by means of their respect for 
it, even the well-disposed are daily made the agents of injustice. A common and natural 
result of an undue respect for law is, that you may see a file of soldiers, colonel, captain, 
corporal, privates, powder-monkeys and all, marching in admirable order over hill and 
dale to the wars, against their wills, aye, against their common sense and consciences, 
which makes it very steep marching indeed, and produces a palpitation of the heart. 
They have no doubt that it is a damnable business in which they are concerned; they 
are all peaceably inclined. Now, what are they? Men at all? or small moveable forts and 
magazines, at the service of some unscrupulous man in power? Visit the Navy Yard, and 
behold a marine, such a man as an American government can make, or such as it can 
make a man with its black arts, a mere shadow and reminiscence of humanity, a man 
laid out alive and standing, and already, as one may say, buried under arms with funeral 
accompaniments, though it may be

Not a drum was heard, nor a funeral note,
As his corpse to the ramparts we hurried;
Not a soldier discharged his farewell shot
O’er the grave where our hero we buried.

The mass of men serve the State thus, not as men mainly, but as machines, with their 
bodies. They are the standing army, and the militia, jailers, constables, posse comitatus, 
etc. In most cases there is no free exercise whatever of the judgment or of the moral 
sense; but they put themselves on a level with wood and earth and stones; and wooden 
men can perhaps be manufactured that will serve the purpose as well. Such command 
no more respect than men of straw, or a lump of dirt. They have the same sort of worth 
only as horses and dogs. Yet such as these even are commonly esteemed good citizens. 
Others, as most legislators, politicians, lawyers, ministers, and officeholders, serve the 
State chiefly with their heads; and, as they rarely make any moral distinctions, they are 
as likely to serve the devil, without intending it, as God. A very few, as heroes, patriots, 
martyrs, reformers in the great sense, and men, serve the State with their consciences 
also, and so necessarily resist it for the most part; and they are commonly treated by it as 
enemies. A wise man will only be useful as a man, and will not submit to be “clay,” and 
“stop a hole to keep the wind away,” but leave that office to his dust at least: —
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I am too high-born to be propertied,
To be a secondary at control,
Or useful serving-man and instrument
To any sovereign state throughout the world.

He who gives himself entirely to his fellowmen appears to them useless and selfish; but 
he who gives himself partially to them is pronounced a benefactor and philanthropist.

How does it become a man to behave toward this American government to-day? I answer 
that he cannot without disgrace be associated with it. I cannot for an instant recognize that 
political organization as my government which is the slave’s government also.

All men recognize the right of revolution; that is, the right to refuse allegiance to and 
to resist the government, when its tyranny or its inefficiency are great and unendurable. 
But almost all say that such is not the case now.

But such was the case, they think, in the Revolution of ’75. If one were to tell me 
that this was a bad government because it taxed certain foreign commodities brought 
to its ports, it is most probable that I should not make an ado about it, for I can do 
without them: all machines have their friction; and possibly this does enough good to 
counterbalance the evil. At any rate, it is a great evil to make a stir about it. But when 
the friction comes to have its machine, and oppression and robbery are organized, I 
say, let us not have such a machine any longer. In other words, when a sixth of the 
population of a nation which has undertaken to be the refuge of liberty are slaves, and 
a whole country is unjustly overrun and conquered by a foreign army, and subjected to 
military law, I think that it is not too soon for honest men to rebel and revolutionize. 
What makes this duty the more urgent is the fact, that the country so overrun is not our 
own, but ours is the invading army.

Paley, a common authority with many on moral questions, in his chapter on the 
“Duty of Submission to Civil Government,” resolves all civil obligation into expediency; 
and he proceeds to say, “that so long as the interest of the whole society requires it, 
that is, so long as the established government cannot be resisted or changed without 
public inconveniency, it is the will of God that the established government be obeyed, 
and no longer.”—“This principle being admitted, the justice of every particular case of 
resistance is reduced to a computation of the quantity of the danger and grievance on 
the one side, and of the probability and expense of redressing it on the other.” Of this, he 
says, every man shall judge for himself. But Paley appears never to have contemplated 
those cases to which the rule of expediency does not apply, in which a people, as well as 
an individual, must do justice, cost what it may. If I have unjustly wrested a plank from a 
drowning man, I must restore it to him though I drown myself. This, according to Paley, 
would be inconvenient. But he that would save his life, in such a case, shall lose it. This 
people must cease to hold slaves, and to make war on Mexico, though it cost them their 
existence as a people.
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16.	 All of the following summarize the premise of this passage EXCEPT
	 A.	 government is expedient.
	 B.	 government is tradition.
	 C.	 government is a tool.
	 D.	 government is unnecessary.
	 E.	 government is ineffective.

17.	 When Thoreau wishes for a government that “governs not at all,” he is essentially 
advocating

	 A.	 anarchy.
	 B. 	 totalitarianism.
	 C. 	self-governance.
	 D. 	laissez-faire.
	 E. 	 mercantilism.

18.	 The series of questions in lines 58 - 59 is an example of (a/n)
	 A.	 rhetorical question.
	 B.	 hypophora. 
	 C.	 procatalepsis.
	 D.	 amplification.
	 E.	 scesis onomaton.

19.	 Thoreau’s primary criticism of the military is that it
	 A.	 places men in danger.
	 B.	 engages in unjust conflicts.
	 C.	 is an arm of the government.
	 D.	 forces men to act contrary to their consciences.
	 E.	 turns men into spiritless machines.

20.	 The development of ideas in this passage transitions from
	 A.	 general to specific.
	 B.	 hypothetical to actual.
	 C.	 fanciful to somber.
	 D.	 inferential to conjectural.
	 E.	 theoretical to actual.
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Practice Multiple-Choice Questions 21 - 25

Carefully read the following passage from Henry David Thoreau’s Civil Disobedience and then 
select the best answer to the multiple-choice questions that follow.

Practically speaking, the opponents to a reform in Massachusetts are not a hundred 
thousand politicians at the South, but a hundred thousand merchants and farmers here, 
who are more interested in commerce and agriculture than they are in humanity, and are 
not prepared to do justice to the slave and to Mexico, cost what it may. I quarrel not with 
far-off foes, but with those who, near at home, cooperate with, and do the bidding of 
those far away, and without whom the latter would be harmless. We are accustomed to 
say, that the mass of men are unprepared; but improvement is slow, because the few are 
not materially wiser or better than the many. It is not so important that many should be 
as good as you, as that there be some absolute goodness somewhere; for that will leaven 
the whole lump. There are thousands who are in opinion opposed to slavery and to the 
war, who yet in effect do nothing to put an end to them; who, esteeming themselves 
children of Washington and Franklin, sit down with their hands in their pockets, and 
say that they know not what to do, and do nothing; who even postpone the question of 
freedom to the question of free-trade, and quietly read the prices-current along with the 
latest advices from Mexico, after dinner, and, it may be, fall asleep over them both. What 
is the price-current of an honest man and patriot to-day? They hesitate, and they regret, 
and sometimes they petition; but they do nothing in earnest and with effect. They will 
wait, well disposed, for others to remedy the evil, that they may no longer have it to 
regret. At most, they give only a cheap vote, and a feeble countenance and Godspeed, to 
the right, as it goes by them. There are nine hundred and ninety-nine patrons of virtue 
to one virtuous man; but it is easier to deal with the real possessor of a thing than with 
the temporary guardian of it.

All voting is a sort of gaming, like chequers or backgammon, with a slight moral tinge 
to it, a playing with right and wrong, with moral questions; and betting naturally 
accompanies it. The character of the voters is not staked. I cast my vote, perchance, as 
I think right; but I am not vitally concerned that that right should prevail. I am willing 
to leave it to the majority. Its obligation, therefore, never exceeds that of expediency. 
Even voting for the right is doing nothing for it. It is only expressing to men feebly your 
desire that it should prevail. A wise man will not leave the right to the mercy of chance, 
not wish it to prevail through the power of the majority. There is but little virtue in 
the action of masses of men. When the majority shall at length vote for the abolition 
of slavery, it will be because they are indifferent to slavery, or because there is but little 
slavery left to be abolished by their vote. They will then be the only slaves. Only his vote 
can hasten the abolition of slavery who asserts his own freedom by his vote.
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I hear of a convention to be held at Baltimore, or elsewhere, for the selection of a 
candidate for the Presidency, made up chiefly of editors, and men who are politicians by 
profession; but I think, what is it to any independent, intelligent, and respectable man 
what decision they may come to, shall we not have the advantage of his wisdom and 
honesty, nevertheless? Can we not count upon some independent votes? Are there not 
many individuals in the country who do not attend conventions? But no: I find that the 
respectable man, so called, has immediately drifted from his position, and despairs of his 
country, when his country has more reason to despair of him. He forthwith adopts one 
of the candidates thus selected as the only available one, thus proving that he is himself 
available for any purposes of the demagogue. His vote is of no more worth than that 
of any unprincipled foreigner or hireling native, who may have been bought. Oh for a 
man who is a man, and, as my neighbor says, has a bone in his back which you cannot 
pass your hand through! Our statistics are at fault: the population has been returned 
too large. How many men are there to a square thousand miles in this country? Hardly 
one. Does not America offer any inducement for men to settle here? The American has 
dwindled into an Odd Fellow,—one who may be known by the development of his 
organ of gregariousness, and a manifest lack of intellect and cheerful self-reliance; whose 
first and chief concern, on coming into the world, is to see that the alms-houses are in 
good repair; and, before yet he has lawfully donned the virile garb, to collect a fund for 
the support of the widows and orphans that may be; who, in short, ventures to live only 
by the aid of the mutual insurance company, which has promised to bury him decently.

It is not a man’s duty, as a matter of course, to devote himself to the eradication of any, even 
the most enormous wrong; he may still properly have other concerns to engage him; but it 
is his duty, at least, to wash his hands of it, and, if he gives it no thought longer, not to give 
it practically his support. If I devote myself to other pursuits and contemplations, I must 
first see, at least, that I do not pursue them sitting upon another man’s shoulders. I must 
get off him first, that he may pursue his contemplations too. See what gross inconsistency 
is tolerated. I have heard some of my townsmen say, “I should like to have them order me 
out to help put down an insurrection of the slaves, or to march to Mexico,—see if I would 
go”; and yet these very men have each, directly by their allegiance, and so indirectly, at least, 
by their money, furnished a substitute. The soldier is applauded who refuses to serve in an 
unjust war by those who do not refuse to sustain the unjust government which makes the 
war; is applauded by those whose own act and authority he disregards and sets at nought; 
as if the State were penitent to that degree that it hired one to scourge it while it sinned, but 
not to that degree that it left off sinning for a moment. Thus, under the name of order and 
civil government, we are all made at last to pay homage to and support our own meanness. 
After the first blush of sin, comes its indifference; and from immoral it becomes, as it were, 
unmoral, and not quite unnecessary to that life which we have made.

The broadest and most prevalent error requires the most disinterested virtue to sustain 
it. The slight reproach to which the virtue of patriotism is commonly liable, the noble are 
most likely to incur. Those who, while they disapprove of the character and measures of a 
government, yield to it their allegiance and support, are undoubtedly its most conscientious 
supporters, and so frequently the most serious obstacles to reform. Some are petitioning 
the State to dissolve the Union, to disregard the requisitions of the President. Why do they 
not dissolve it themselves,—the union between themselves and the State,—and refuse to 
pay their quota into its treasury? Do not they stand in the same relation to the State, that 
the State does to the Union? And have not the same reasons prevented the State from 
resisting the Union, which have prevented them from resisting the State?

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

75

80



28

Transcendentalism: Essential Essays of Emerson & Thoreau		  ADVANCED PLACEMENT TEACHING UNIT

		  PRACTICE MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

How can a man be satisfied to entertain an opinion merely, and enjoy it? Is there any 
enjoyment in it, if his opinion is that he is aggrieved? If you are cheated out of a single 
dollar by your neighbor, you do not rest satisfied with knowing that you are cheated, 
or with saying that you are cheated, or even with petitioning him to pay you your due; 
but you take effectual steps at once to obtain the full amount, and see that you are never 
cheated again. Action from principle,—the perception and the performance of right,—
changes things and relations; it is essentially revolutionary, and does not consist wholly 
with any thing which was. It not only divides states and churches, it divides families; 
aye, it divides the individual, separating the diabolical in him from the divine.

Unjust laws exist: shall we be content to obey them, or shall we endeavor to amend 
them, and obey them until we have succeeded, or shall we transgress them at once? Men 
generally, under such a government as this, think that they ought to wait until they have 
persuaded the majority to alter them. They think that, if they should resist, the remedy 
would be worse than the evil. But it is the fault of the government itself that the remedy is 
worse than the evil. It makes it worse. Why is it not more apt to anticipate and provide for 
reform? Why does it not cherish its wise minority? Why does it cry and resist before it is 
hurt? Why does it not encourage its citizens to be on the alert to point out its faults, and do 
better than it would have them? Why does it always crucify Christ, and excommunicate 
Copernicus and Luther, and pronounce Washington and Franklin rebels?

21.	 According to this passage, the primary impediment to justice is
	 A.	 greed.
	 B.	 Capitalism.
	 C.	 apathy. 
	 D.	 self-interest.
	 E.	 ineffectual government.

22.	 Through much of this passage, Thoreau blames the existence of government for
	 A.	 injustice.
	 B.	 individual passivity.
	 C.	 gambling.
	 D.	 majority rule.
	 E.	 slavery.

23.	 Thoreau would most likely agree to a person’s right to his or her opinion to the extent that
	 A.	 the opinion agreed with Thoreau’s.
	 B.	 the opinion disparaged the government.
	 C.	 the individual acted upon the opinion.
	 D.	 the individual spoke for the majority.
	 E.	 the individual opinion was noble.
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24.	 The illustration of the person cheated of the dollar (lines 84 - 88) is an example  
of (a/n)

	 A.	 exemplum.
	 B.	 hypothesis.
	 C.	 conjecture.
	 D.	 understatement.
	 E.	 metaphor.

25.	 The historical allusions in lines 100 - 101 emphasize Thoreau’s point that
	 A.	 governments and religions are both flawed.
	 B.	 historical precedent does not supply sufficient examples.
	 C.	 the impact of an individual’s ideas can never be known immediately.
	 D.	 the best thinkers and doers of the past are all dead.
	 E.	 institutions like religion destroy individuals with integrity.
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Practice Multiple-Choice Questions 26 - 30

Carefully read the following passage from Henry David Thoreau’s Walden and then select the 
best answer to the multiple-choice questions that follow.

Every morning was a cheerful invitation to make my life of equal simplicity, and I may 
say innocence, with Nature herself. I have been as sincere a worshipper of Aurora as the 
Greeks. I got up early and bathed in the pond; that was a religious exercise, and one of 
the best things which I did. They say that characters were engraven on the bathing tub 
of King Tching-thang to this effect: “Renew thyself completely each day; do it again, 
and again, and forever again.” I can understand that. Morning brings back the heroic 
ages. I was as much affected by the faint hum of a mosquito making its invisible and 
unimaginable tour through my apartment at earliest dawn, when I was sitting with door 
and windows open, as I could be by any trumpet that ever sang of fame. It was Homer’s 
requiem; itself an Iliad and Odyssey in the air, singing its own wrath and wanderings. 
There was something cosmical about it; a standing advertisement, till forbidden, of the 
everlasting vigor and fertility of the world. The morning, which is the most memorable 
season of the day, is the awakening hour. Then there is least somnolence in us; and for 
an hour, at least, some part of us awakes which slumbers all the rest of the day and 
night. Little is to be expected of that day, if it can be called a day, to which we are not 
awakened by our Genius, but by the mechanical nudgings of some servitor, are not 
awakened by our own newly acquired force and aspirations from within, accompanied 
by the undulations of celestial music, instead of factory bells, and a fragrance filling 
the air—to a higher life than we fell asleep from; and thus the darkness bear its fruit, 
and prove itself to be good, no less than the light. That man who does not believe that 
each day contains an earlier, more sacred, and auroral hour than he has yet profaned, 
has despaired of life, and is pursuing a descending and darkening way. After a partial 
cessation of his sensuous life, the soul of man, or its organs rather, are reinvigorated 
each day, and his Genius tries again what noble life it can make. All memorable events, 
I should say, transpire in morning time and in a morning atmosphere. The Vedas say, 
“All intelligences awake with the morning.” Poetry and art, and the fairest and most 
memorable of the actions of men, date from such an hour. All poets and heroes, like 
Memnon, are the children of Aurora, and emit their music at sunrise. To him whose 
elastic and vigorous thought keeps pace with the sun, the day is a perpetual morning. It 
matters not what the clocks say or the attitudes and labors of men. Morning is when I 
am awake and there is a dawn in me. Moral reform is the effort to throw off sleep. Why 
is it that men give so poor an account of their day if they have not been slumbering? 
They are not such poor calculators. If they had not been overcome with drowsiness, 
they would have performed something. The millions are awake enough for physical 
labor; but only one in a million is awake enough for effective intellectual exertion, only 
one in a hundred millions to a poetic or divine life. To be awake is to be alive. I have 
never yet met a man who was quite awake. How could I have looked him in the face?
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We must learn to reawaken and keep ourselves awake, not by mechanical aids, but by 
an infinite expectation of the dawn, which does not forsake us in our soundest sleep. I 
know of no more encouraging fact than the unquestionable ability of man to elevate his 
life by a conscious endeavor. It is something to be able to paint a particular picture, or to 
carve a statue, and so to make a few objects beautiful; but it is far more glorious to carve 
and paint the very atmosphere and medium through which we look, which morally we 
can do. To affect the quality of the day, that is the highest of arts. Every man is tasked to 
make his life, even in its details, worthy of the contemplation of his most elevated and 
critical hour. If we refused, or rather used up, such paltry information as we get, the 
oracles would distinctly inform us how this might be done.

I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts 
of life, and see if I could not learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die, 
discover that I had not lived. I did not wish to live what was not life, living is so dear; 
nor did I wish to practise resignation, unless it was quite necessary. I wanted to live deep 
and suck out all the marrow of life, to live so sturdily and Spartan-like as to put to rout 
all that was not life, to cut a broad swath and shave close, to drive life into a corner, and 
reduce it to its lowest terms, and, if it proved to be mean, why then to get the whole and 
genuine meanness of it, and publish its meanness to the world; or if it were sublime, 
to know it by experience, and be able to give a true account of it in my next excursion. 
For most men, it appears to me, are in a strange uncertainty about it, whether it is of 
the devil or of God, and have somewhat hastily concluded that it is the chief end of man 
here to “glorify God and enjoy him forever.”

26.	 By calling himself a “worshipper of Aurora,” Thoreau is claiming that he
	 A.	 loves the beauty of Nature.
	 B.	 seeks the Divine in the stars.
	 C.	 awakens early in the morning.
	 D.	 studies ancient literature.
	 E.	 studies astronomy in the woods.

27.	 As the passage progresses, Thoreau begins to use dawn as a symbol for
	 A.	 the beginning of a new day.
	 B.	 his favorite time of day.
	 C.	 a time for the creation of beauty.
	 D.	 reinvigoration of the tired body.
	 E.	 intellectual and spiritual rejuvenation.

28.	 As it is used in this passage (lines 16 and 24), the word genius most likely means
	 A.	 innate intelligence.
	 B.	 guardian spirit.
	 C.	 emotionless reason.
	 D.	 intuition.
	 E.	 alertness.
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29.	 Thoreau’s desire to “live deep and suck out all the marrow of life” is an example of what 
rhetorical device?

	 A.	 simile
	 B.	 metaphor
	 C.	 hyperbole
	 D.	 litotes
	 E.	 exemplum

30.	 Toward the conclusion of this passage, Thoreau suggests that his ultimate purpose was 
to make his life

	 A.	 significant.
	 B.	 simple.
	 C.	 Spartan.
	 D.	 beautiful.
	 E.	 calm.
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Answers with Explanations

1. 	 Emerson’s primary mode of development is sententia (A), offering a single, pithy 
statement of general wisdom. His definition of love in terms of the doctrine of hatred 
and hatred in terms of love is an example of irony (B).There are several allusions (C): 
to Moses, Plato, and Milton, to Greek mythology, and to the Bible. “Infancy conforms to 
nobody; all conform to it” is an example of antithesis (D). There are, however no puns 
in the passage. Thus, (E) is the correct answer.

2. 	 Moses is not famous as an educated man (B) but as a man who communed with God. 
Platonic philosophy and Mosaic teachings are vastly different, thus eliminating (C). (D) 
might tempt some, given Emerson’s rejection of precedent and authority, but his allusion 
to these men is not a condemnation or rejection of them. (E) is the direct opposite 
of Emerson’s point that all humans are great. All of these men, however, expressed 
unique ideas they developed independently, and Emerson offers them as examples of 
independent thought. Thus, (A) is the correct answer.

3. 	 (A) is the direct opposite of what Emerson considers to be “good.” He offers childhood 
(B) as an example but not as the definition. (C) is also a contradiction of Emerson’s 
point. (E) is tempting but is not the best answer in that it is too limiting. (D), however, 
states one of the essential tenets of Transcendentalism and is the correct answer.

4. 	 Emerson espouses the Divine that can be found in all humans and the idea that all men 
are capable of individual greatness. This does not indicate a misanthropy (A). There 
is also nothing to suggest (C) or (D), and, while (E) is tempting, Emerson’s claims 
of potential greatness and the Divine in all humans belies it. He does state, however, 
“Whoso would be a man, must be a nonconformist. … Nothing is at last sacred but the 
integrity of our own mind.” This sentiment is repeated throughout the passage. Thus, 
(B) is the correct answer.

5. 	 (A), (B), (C), and (E) are all connotative uses for mean, but, as the sentence contrasts 
meanness with greatness, (D) is the only truly possible answer.

6. 	 (B) is eliminated by the fact that Emerson actually derides joining or following causes as 
contrary to individuality. (C) is tempting, but individual greatness is one element of the 
essay, not the overall theme. (D) and (E) are eliminated for similar reasons. The main 
point of the essay, however, is that each person should follow his or her own intuition. 
Thus, (A) is the correct answer.

7. 	 (A) is true, but not ironic. (B) and (C) reflect inaccurate readings of Emerson’s point 
about individual greatness and the reconciliation of opposites. (E) is tempting, but, like 
(A), it is not ironic. (D), however, is expressed in Emerson’s illustration of the bigot who 
supports abolition. Thus, (D) is the correct answer.
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8. 	 As Emerson’s theme supports the integrity of the individual, (B), (C), and (E) are 
essentially the opposite of Emerson’s point. (D) is true but only half of the truth. (A) 
best expresses Emerson’s notion of the integrity of the individual. Thus, (A) is the best 
answer.

9. 	 As supported by Emerson’s references to Moses, Plato, and Milton and his insistence 
that each human has the potential to develop individual greatness, (D) is the only fully 
supportable answer.

10. 	 While Emerson does criticize philanthropy, and he attempts to redefine common 
notions of virtue (A), these are not the main focus of this thesis. Likewise, he does 
advocate for each individual’s finding his or her own greatness (C), but he contrasts 
greatness and meanness only to illustrate the importance of independent thought. 
Individual greatness should not be confused with fame or celebrity (D), and Emerson 
really does not address these. Nor does he criticize the concepts of penance and 
expiation (E), but merely uses these terms when expressing that he does not need to 
apologize to anyone for his life. His entire thesis, however, is that one must struggle 
against conformity and learn to listen to his or her own “inner voices,” (“Whoso would 
be a man, must be a nonconformist”) and this includes the willingness to suffer ridicule 
for changing one’s mind (“A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored 
by little statesmen and philosophers and divines”). Thus, (B) is the correct answer.

11. 	 (A) is eliminated by Emerson’s writing, “My friends have come to me unsought.” (B) 
is eliminated by the next sentence, “The great God gave them to me.” (D) and (E) are 
tempting, but Emerson’s mentions of the Divine are not strong enough to really support 
either. Emerson writes, however, that friendship is established through “divine affinity,” 
that one recognizes one’s friend, and that this is no more or less than, “the Deity in me 
[recognizing the Deity] in them.” Also, he later describes a friendship as an “instinct of 
affection.” Thus, (C) is the best answer.

12. 	 There is nothing in (A) or (B) that would preclude friendship. The new creation 
(C) of which Emerson believes himself to be a part is the world in the context of his 
friendship. (E) is rectified by the friendship, not an irony of the friendship. Emerson 
begins his essay, however, by saying that he “chide[s] society, …embrace[s] solitude, …
yet [he is] not so ungrateful as not to see the wise, the lovely and the noble-minded…” 
Thus, (D) is the correct answer.

13. 	 The full passage reads, “High thanks I owe you, excellent lovers [i.e. Emerson’s friends], 
who carry out the world for me to new and noble depths, and enlarge the meaning of all 
my thoughts. These [the afore-mentioned friends] are not stark and stiffened persons, 
but the new born poetry of God,—poetry without stop,—hymn, ode and epic, poetry 
still flowing and not yet caked in dead books with annotation and grammar, but Apollo 
and the Muses chanting still.” Thus, (A) is the only possible answer.
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14. 	 (A) and (B) are eliminated by Emerson’s noting, “We over-estimate the conscience of our 
friend. His goodness seems better than our goodness, his nature finer, his temptations 
less.” (C) is eliminated by his writing, “The lover… half knows that she is not verily that 
which he worships; and in the golden hour of friendship …We doubt that we bestow on 
our hero the virtues in which he shines…” (D) is eliminated earlier in the passage when 
Emerson describes the affinity of the Deity in one recognizing the Deity in the friend. Only 
(E), however, is not mentioned as an attribute of friendship. Emerson clearly identifies 
the emotional, the intellectual, but—except for the Divine in one recognizing the Divine 
in the other and discovering an affinity that is already there—he makes no mention of the 
spirituality of friendship whatsoever. Thus, (E) is the correct answer.

15. 	 Emerson does allude to the “systole and diastole of the heart” as an emblem of the 
waxing and waning of friendship, but this is not the conclusion of the essay. Thus, (A) 
is eliminated. In the same line, he uses the words “ebb and flow,” but he is describing 
the waxing and waning of affection, not a tidal rise and fall (B). (D) is the issue he is 
describing, not the metaphor. The stars and planets (E) come into play when Emerson is 
explaining how the love of friendship might wane. He concludes this passage, however, 
by comparing the waxing and waning of love with the soul’s putting “forth friends as 
the tree puts forth leaves, and presently, by the germination of new buds, extrudes the 
old leaf.” Thus, a friendship follows a cycle not unlike the spring, fall, and subsequent 
spring. Thus, (C) is the correct answer.

16. 	 Thoreau’s premise of self-governance is founded upon his belief that government is a 
tradition (B), the U.S. government being a fairly new tradition, and that individuals will 
often subvert their own consciences for the sake of maintaining the tradition, believing 
it to be something of value. The problem with government, according to Thoreau, is that 
it is a tool (C) by which “the people have chosen to execute their will” and is equally 
liable to be abused and perverted before the people can act through it. (D) is apparent 
throughout the entire essay, most especially when Thoreau asserts, “I believe, ‘That 
government is best which governs not at all’; and when men are prepared for it, that 
will be the kind of government which they will have.” (E) is clearly eliminated, also 
in the opening paragraph, when Thoreau writes, “most governments are usually, and 
all governments are sometimes, inexpedient.” Only (A) is not a point in the passage. 
Thoreau does assert that government is an expedient, a tool, a means to an end, but he 
never suggests that it is an efficient means to that end. Thus, (A) is the correct answer.

17. 	 Were Thoreau an anarchist (A), he would not be able to write, “I ask for, not at once no 
government, but at once a better government.” In fact, he contrasts himself with those 
“who call themselves no-government men” (anarchists). Totalitarianism (B) is nearly 
the opposite of what Thoreau is advocating. (D) might tempt some, but laissez-faire is 
a political or economic theory, an attitude of government, not a form of government. 
Similarly, (E) is an economic theory, one which Thoreau would probably find distasteful. 
(C), however, is established by Thoreau’s optimistic assertion, “when men are prepared 
for it, that will be the kind of government which they will have,” his longed-for 
government that “governs not at all” because its citizens govern themselves. Thus, (C) 
is the correct answer.
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18. 	 (A) is tempting because the passage is a series of questions, but the difference between 
rhetorical questions and hypophora (B) is that the author leaves rhetorical questions 
unanswered. As Thoreau provides answers to the questions he asks, the device he is 
using is hypophora. Thus, (B) is the correct answer.

19. 	 (A) is not an issue for Thoreau at all. (B) is tempting, but is more a detail leading to 
the main point than the point itself. (C) is likewise true, but Thoreau has much more 
to say about the impact of the military on the individual than this. (E), likewise, is 
true, but is another detail rather than the point. In the paragraph in which Thoreau 
criticizes military men as machines, he continues, “there is no free exercise whatever of 
the judgment or of the moral sense…” Earlier, he noted that an undue respect for law 
resulted in “a file of soldiers… marching …to the wars, against their wills, aye, against 
their common sense and consciences.” This, for Thoreau is the harm of turning a man 
into a machine. Thus, (D) is the correct answer.

20. 	 (A) is tempting, since the progression of ideas begins in the first paragraph with 
Thoreau discussing government in general, “that government…which governs least” 
and “that government…which governs not at all” and gradually transitions to specifics 
like the American government, the Mexican War, and so on. But there are paragraphs 
in which Thoreau again talks in the general—marching to wars, the “mass of men,” and 
so on. (B) is likewise tempting, but Thoreau does not begin the essay with a hypothesis. 
There is no possible scenario that he holds up to scrutiny. The tone throughout is 
somber (C) if not angry. (D) does not describe any real progression. The essay begins, 
however, with theoretical statements about government and self-governance. Thoreau 
gradually inserts actual examples from the Mexican War and slavery in the South. By the 
end of the passage, he is advocating revolution, using the injustice of slavery as a call to 
action. Thus, (E) is the best answer.

21. 	 (A) and (B) are tempting, but too narrow, offered as examples of the impediment, not 
the only impediments. (E) is likewise tempting to the student who is considering the 
overall context of Thoreau’s work rather than studying this specific passage closely. 
Nothing in the passage supports (C) because what might look like an apathetic 
indifference to injustice toward another is actually an unwillingness to operate contrary 
to one’s best interest. Thoreau begins this passage, “the opponents to a reform in 
Massachusetts are not a hundred thousand politicians at the South, but a hundred 
thousand merchants and farmers here, who are more interested in commerce and 
agriculture than they are in humanity…who even postpone the question of freedom 
to the question of free-trade.” Later, he expands this notion beyond mere monetary 
concerns, criticizing citizens who say they protest the war and would refuse to serve, 
but support the war with their allegiance to the government that is waging it. He decries 
the hypocrisy of citizens who, not only do not feel that it is their responsibility to fight 
injustice, but succeed through injustice. Thus, (D) is the best answer. 
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22. 	 (A) is tempting but too obvious to fully satisfy. (C) is a misread of Thoreau’s assertion 
that voting is no different from playing a lottery. While (D) is also tempting, Thoreau 
does allow for the possibility of a just majority, but he would still excoriate government. 
(E) is also possibly tempting, but too narrow, and specific to the United States 
government of his time, not all governments. (B), however, illustrates the crux of 
Transcendental philosophy. The individual, according to Thoreau, instead of following 
his or her own conscience and taking action to end injustice, sits and waits for the 
government to do it. Thus, (B) is the best answer. 

23. 	 While Thoreau is certainly strong in his opinion and freely supports his opinion with 
facts and examples, there is nothing in this passage to suggest he is intolerant of other, 
well-thought-out opinions. Thus, (A) is eliminated. (B) is eliminated for similar reasons: 
there is nothing to suggest that Thoreau would dismiss a well-reasoned and well-
supported argument in favor of government. (D) is eliminated by Thoreau’s insistence 
that rule by the majority is unjust. (E) is eliminated because Thoreau states that there 
are those whose opinions are noble—they dislike slavery, protest the war—but they do 
nothing about their opinion. Thoreau writes, “How can a man be satisfied to entertain an 
opinion merely, and enjoy it?” Clearly, (C) is the correct answer.

24. 	 (A) is tempting and would be correct if it were a specific and true example. (C) might 
tempt some, but Thoreau is not guessing that there might have been such a man. There 
is no understatement (D) in the example, and the analogy between a man cheated of a 
dollar and a man unjustly treated by his government is not metaphoric (E). Thoreau’s 
beginning the example by saying, “If you are cheated…,” setting up a hypothetical 
situation. Thus, (B) is the correct answer.

25. 	 While Thoreau is criticizing governments in this essay, he has said nothing of religions 
(A). (B) is eliminated by the simple fact that the Transcendentalists did not rely on 
historical authority or precedent. (C) is true, but not relevant to Thoreau’s point. (D) is 
a direct contradiction of the Transcendental belief that all persons contain the potential 
for greatness. Christ, however, was crucified (in the Christian view) for challenging the 
religious status quo of his day. Copernicus and Luther were excommunicated from the 
institutional church for espousing “heretical” beliefs. George Washington and Benjamin 
Franklin were indeed, according to the British view of the time, rebels and would have 
been hanged for treason had the United States lost the Revolutionary War. Yet none of 
these men compromised their views or modified their actions, even to save their lives. 
Thus, (E) is the best answer.

26. 	 As Aurora was the Roman goddess of the dawn, (C) is the only possible answer. 
Students who mistakenly believe that Aurora is the “name” of the “morning star” 
might be tempted to choose (B) or (E). (A) is too vague, and there is only the most 
coincidental relationship between the dawn and beauty. (D) is also too vague.
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27. 	 (A) would not be a symbolic use. Likewise, he outright states (B). While he asserts that 
most poets and artists are most creative in the early morning (C), this is a step toward 
his point, not his point. (D) is eliminated by his observation that dawn is when the 
body and mind are already invigorated. Throughout the essay, however, Thoreau refers to 
various traditions and religions for which the dawn is sacred, when the mind and spirit 
are fresh, and creativity can happen. Thus, (E) is the best answer.

28. 	 Commonly, we use genius to mean something akin to intelligence (A), intuition (D), or 
alertness (E). However, in both uses in this essay, the Genius is something external that 
acts upon us—being the proper force to awaken us (apparently when it is our optimal 
time to be awake) and building for us a new life. Thus, (A), (D), and (E) do not seem 
to fit. As Genius is presented as a positive force—awakening us and renewing us—(C) 
does not fit. One denotation of Genius, however, is rooted in the ancient Roman belief 
in a person’s guiding or “tutelary” spirit—his guardian deity, as it were. The plural of 
Genius is Genii. This is clearly the use Thoreau is making of the word. Thus, (B) is the 
correct answer.

29. 	 If it is a comparison at all, it cannot be a simile (A), lacking the words “like” or “as.” 
Hyperbole (C) is, of course, exaggeration, and while the statement is certainly figurative, 
it is not exaggeration. Litotes (D) is a mild double-negative that results in a mild 
positive. And exemplum (E) is simply the supplying of one or more examples. Clearly, 
Thoreau is not literally sucking the marrow out of a bone, but, as the marrow of a beef 
or pork bone was believed to contain the most nutritious material, sucking the marrow 
would provide one with the richest part. Thoreau’s wanting to suck “the marrow of life” 
is a metaphor. Thus, (B) is the correct answer.

30. 	 (A) might be tempting, but begs the questions of what might constitute a “significant” 
life. Besides, Thoreau’s experience in the woods seems to have more to do with richness 
than “significance.” (B) is true but too broad. Simplicity in life is a means, not an end. 
(C) is simply another description of (B). Calmness (E) is nearly the opposite of the 
vigorous awakeness Thoreau seems to be advocating. Just as the dawn is the time of 
vigor when intelligences awaken and art and poetry are created, so must each individual 
find a perpetual dawn. Thoreau concludes this passage, “It is something to be able to…
make a few objects beautiful; but it is far more glorious to carve and paint the very 
atmosphere and medium through which we look…Every man is tasked to make his 
life…worthy of the contemplation of his most elevated and critical hour.” Thus, (D) is 
the correct answer.
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Transcendentalism

Self-Reliance

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

1.	 Why does Emerson begin this essay by asserting, “The sentiment [the original verses he 
encountered] instil is of more value than any thought they may contain”?

	 Emerson wants to begin by establishing that the verses’ thought is of less value because the 
reader should develop his or her own thoughts rather than rely on those communicated in 
what he or she reads.

2.	 What, according to Emerson, is genius?

	 Genius, according to Emerson, is the ability of the individual to believe that his or her 
individual perception of the truth is the truth.

3. 	 What point does Emerson make by alluding to Moses, Plato, and Milton?

	 Moses, Plato, and Milton were three thinkers whose impact on the modern world was based 
on their own ideas, not on their interpretations of other men’s ideas.

4. 	 What is it that makes any great work of art great?

	 According to Emerson, a great work of art is great because it invokes in everyone who sees it 
or reads it the audience’s own thoughts.

5. 	 What have been Emerson’s methods of development in the first paragraph of this essay?

	 The primary methods of development have been repetition and example, a rhetorical device 
known as scesis onomaton. 

6. 	 What does Emerson mean when he says, “imitation is suicide”?

	 To imitate someone else’s work, ideas, or lifestyle is to deny and destroy one’s own. Thus, to 
imitate another is to destroy one’s own self.
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7. 	 How does the tone of the essay change in the third paragraph? What is the effect of this 
change?

	 Emerson begins the third paragraph with a direct address to the reader. Rather than merely a 
philosophical treatise, the essay starts to become an admonition to the reader.

8. 	 Where does Emerson find his most effective examples of independence of thought?

	 Emerson looks to infancy and youth for his examples. The infant tries to please no one, but 
everyone tries to please the infant. The youth is willful at forming his own opinions with no 
attempt or desire to borrow others’ opinions or to please others.

9. 	 How does society destroy the individual as he or she matures?

	 As the individual grows, he or she learns that, in order to “fit in,” to be loved and respected, 
he or she must subjugate some of his or her own thoughts and embrace whatever ideas are 
embraced by the majority of the society.

10. 	 What are the religious or theological implications of Emerson’s tension between the 
individual and society?

	 Religions, churches, are societies whose ideas—doctrines—stand opposed to an individual’s 
sense of right and wrong, morality and immorality.

11. 	 What point is Emerson leading to when he writes, “I do not wish to expiate, but to live. 
My life is not an apology, but a life”?

	 Emerson is leading to the point that he must live for himself, follow the dictates of his own 
conscience rather than mold his life to societal expectations.

12. 	 Explain the dichotomy Emerson theorizes between the public and the private 
individual.

	 Emerson asserts that greatness is the ability to maintain oneself in public by one’s private 
standards, to remain an individual and live by the dictates of one’s conscience rather than to 
seek public acclaim and approval.

13. 	 What types of societies to which people sacrifice their individuality does Emerson list? 
Why is this significant?

	 Emerson lists churches, Bible societies, and political parties among individual-robbing 
societies. This is significant because Emerson seems to espouse the idea that any 
institutionalized ideology stands in opposition to the individual conscience.
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14. 	 What is ironic about Emerson’s criticism of embracing religious doctrine?

	 This is ironic because Emerson came from several generations of ordained Unitarian 
ministers, and he himself was ordained a Unitarian minister.

15. 	 According to Emerson, in what way is acceptance of a creed destructive to the individual 
conscience?

	 Emerson asserts that, once a person accepts a creed, nothing he or she says is his or her truth 
any longer; it is the truth of the creed. Emerson goes on to assert that the falsehoods are not 
limited to ideas dealing with the creed, but to everything the individual utters.

16. 	 Given the context of the previous passage, what does Emerson mean when he says, 
“A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little statesmen and 
philosophers and divines”?

	 Emerson has been arguing for the individual’s right to change his or her mind, to rethink a 
former opinion. He insists that, too often, individuals fear to change their minds because of 
others’ ridicule. He further suggests that such a fear of learning and growth is the domain of 
politicians and religionists.

17. 	 For what purpose does Emerson mention Pythagoras, Socrates, Jesus, Luther, 
Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton?

	 Emerson lists these names as examples of men who were great, independent thinkers, and 
were misunderstood, even to the point of extreme ridicule, threat, and execution.

18. 	 What rhetorical device does Emerson use in this statement: “Your genuine action will 
explain itself and will explain your other genuine actions. Your conformity explains 
nothing”?

	 This is an example of Antithesis.

19. 	 What two attributes would Emerson like to see humanity evince?

	 Kindness and truthfulness.

20. 	 In what way does Emerson now use various religions and denominations as positive 
examples?

	 Each religion or denomination, according to Emerson, is the extension of a single great 
individual’s thought.
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21. 	 What is the point of the allusion to the story of the “sot” who was convinced he was  
a duke?

	 Emerson’s point in relating this story is to illustrate that the commoner, who does not believe 
that his or her individual greatness is equal to the artist’s or architect’s, is actually equally 
great. The difference lies not so much in the individual as in how the individual is treated.

22. 	 What is ironic about Emerson’s critique of reading: “Our reading is mendicant and 
sycophantic”?

	 Emerson is writing an essay—presumably for others to read—in which he condemns reading 
and admonishes his readers to eschew the thoughts of others and develop their own.

23. 	 How does Emerson signal his reader that he is approaching the climax of his essay?

	 From the beginning of this essay, Emerson has used the words intuition and self. Now, 
however, he capitalizes them.

24. 	 What does Emerson mean by the “aboriginal Self”?

	 The aboriginal Self would be the First Self, the Native Self, the Archetypal Self.

25. 	 What evidence of the truth Emerson asserts does he find in Nature?

	 Things in Nature, like flowers, do not imitate other flowers. They do not rely on flowers of 
the past to claim beauty. They exist in their own right and are beautiful in their own right.

26. 	 Who, according to Emerson, can commune with the Divine, and what role do 
ancients like King David, the Prophet Jeremiah, or the Apostle Paul play in connecting 
humankind with the Divine?

	 According to Emerson, everyone can commune with the Divine; that is his point. Just as the 
rose that blooms today does not need to refer to roses of the past to validate its beauty, there is 
no need to rely on thinkers of the past to commune with the Divine today.

27. 	 To what effect does Emerson employ metaphor and antithesis when he writes, “But now 
we are a mob. Man does not stand in awe of man, nor is the soul admonished to stay at 
home, to put itself in communication with the internal ocean, but it goes abroad to beg 
a cup of water of the urns of men”?

	 The antithesis contrasts the notions of the individual’s remaining in his or her own home to 
find Truth rather than seeking it somewhere else. The metaphors emphasize the wealth that 
is available to the individual (the “internal ocean”) while he or she settles for a mere “cup of 
water.”)
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28. 	 What is the purpose of Emerson’s allusion to the Norse gods, Thor and Woden?

	 By referring to “our Saxon breasts,” most likely alluding to the United States’ British—or 
Anglo-Saxon—background, Thor (god of Thunder) and Woden (king of the gods) seem to 
represent Americans’ traits of “courage and constancy.”

29. 	 What, according to Emerson, is the ultimate consequence of one losing one’s self-reliance?

	 Discontent and regret are the consequences of not following one’s inner divine.

30. 	 Summarize Emerson’s points about foreign travel.

	 On the one hand, travel for study and experience is commendable, but travel because of a 
romanticized or idealized notion of foreign nations, is ill advised. It is another consequence of 
the individual’s failure to follow his or her own truth.

31. 	 What, ultimately is Emerson’s point? How does he establish it in his final paragraphs?

	 Emerson’s point is that one should never imitate—ideas, values, taste. As he said earlier, 
imitation is suicide.
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Friendship

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

1. 	 What is the essence of the prevailing simile in the second paragraph of this essay?

	 The affection of friendship is compared to fire in that it warms and spreads rapidly.

2. 	 What, according to Emerson, is friendship?

	 Friendship is the Divine in the one recognizing the Divine in his or her friend.

3. 	 How, according to Emerson, does one’s friendship affect how one regards his or her friend?

	 According to Emerson, one amplifies his or her friend’s goodness, believing the friend to be 
better even than oneself.

4. 	 What is the strength of friendship that allows Emerson to write, “When they are real, 
they are not glass threads or frost-work, but the solidest thing we know”?

	 The strength of friendship is that, while we can never fully know ourselves, knowing our 
friend can give us insight into ourselves.

5. 	 In what way is a would-be friend like an Olympian?

	 Friendship is not something to be taken lightly, but a serious and solemn commitment. 
Therefore, the would-be friend is not weak-willed and tentative, but is a fighter and a 
champion.

6. 	 Explain the two elements that compose a friendship. What place does each hold in the 
greater context of Emerson’s Transcendentalism?

	 The two elements are Truth and Tenderness. Truth is the element that allows each person in 
the friendship to be fully and totally him or herself without apology or concession, without 
consciously trying to win the friend’s approval. Such personal integrity—truth to one’s self—
is at the absolute core of Emerson’s Transcendentalism.

	 Tenderness is that quality that makes one value his or her friend for no other reason than him 
or herself. Again, the freedom to be oneself and the ability to allow others to be themselves is 
at the heart of Transcendentalism.
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7. 	 What does Emerson consider to be the “prostitution of the name of friendship”?

	 To call any relationship based on commerce or any interest other than affection a “friendship” 
is to prostitute the name of friendship.

8. 	 What does Emerson mean when he asks, “Are you the friend of your friend’s buttons, or 
of his thought”?

	 Emerson is trying to explain that a friendship is not an ownership or a protectorship. Just as 
the Transcendentalists value the individual, so does Emerson assert that a true friend does 
nothing to diminish the Individual in his or her friend.

9. 	 What does Emerson mean when he concludes his essay: “The essence of friendship is 
entireness, a total magnanimity and trust”? How is this sentiment transcendental?

	 As he has said earlier, friendship is the true affinity between equal individuals. The emphasis 
on the Individual; the full realization of one’s self and the ability to allow another to realize 
his or her self fully.
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Civil Disobedience

—Henry David Thoreau

1.	 What contemporary issue does Thoreau reveal as the motivation for this essay?

	 Thoreau has written this essay at least in part to protest the Mexican-American War.

2.	 What does Thoreau suggest would be an alternative to government?

	 Rule by one’s individual conscience would replace government.

3.	 In what way, according to Thoreau, are soldiers “men of straw,” or “lump[s] of earth”?

	 Since the military demands absolute obedience from its soldiers, and since the military is 
concerned only with the soldier’s body—and not his/her conscience—the soldier is worth no 
more to the military than a piece of wood or lump of dirt.

4.	 What irony does Thoreau make note of regarding philanthropy? What is his point?

	 According to Thoreau, the truly sacrificial person, the individual who sacrifices his/her 
complete self for others, is regarded as selfish, while the individual who sacrifices only a 
small part of him/herself is hailed as a philanthropist. Thoreau’s point is that there is nothing 
to be gained by sacrificing one’s individuality.

5.	 How, according to Thoreau, does even the existence of a government perpetuate injustice 
among the citizenry?

	 Even citizens who oppose injustice—like slavery and the Mexican war—do nothing about 
the injustice because they rely on their government to take action against injustice.

6.	 Why does Thoreau question the morality or conscience of individual voters?

	 Since the individual is asked to submit his or her will to the collective will of the voters, 
Thoreau is building his case that the collective will might be morally flawed if the individual 
voters are not moral.

7.	 What does Thoreau mean by “Action from principle”?

	 One’s actions must be based on and motivated by one’s sense of right—one’s conscience.

8.	 What dilemma does the existence of unjust laws cause for the individual conscience?

	 The individual conscience must decide whether to obey or disobey the unjust law—both of 
which would go against the law-abiding conscience. The only alternatives are to obey the 
law until it can be changed (but it can only be changed if the majority believes it needs to be 
changed), or to disobey the law and essentially rebel against the government.
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from Walden

— by Henry David Thoreau

Where I Lived, And What I Lived For

1.	 What does Thoreau mean when he writes that a house is nothing more than a sedes?

	 Thoreau is using the Latin word for seat to mean a chief place from which a person rules his 
or her life, a headquarters. He is asserting that a house is nothing more than the capital of 
the individual’s life.

2.	 For Thoreau, what was the true value of the farms he visited and surveyed?

	 The true value was not in the crops, but in the natural beauty and in the remoteness of the 
farm that would allow the inhabitant to commune with Nature and with his or her own 
thoughts.

3.	 What effect is created by Thoreau’s frequent references to constellations and Greek 
myth? What is Thoreau’s intent?

	 The effect created is largely high-blown, almost hyperbolic. Thoreau’s intent is to elevate the 
commonplace in his reader’s mind.

4.	 What does Thoreau mean when he says he wanted to “live deliberately”?

	 Rather than acquiesce to the ideas of “authority” or the requirements of governments and 
society, Thoreau wanted to make certain that he himself chose how he would live and what 
would occupy his time.

5.	 What does Thoreau likely include in what he calls “the essential facts of life”?

	 Thoreau clearly believes that one’s ideas and experiences are the essential facts of life, not 
one’s occupation and possessions.
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The Village

1. 	 What does Thoreau say in this chapter that suggests that he is not the hermit and the 
misanthrope he is often accused of being?

	 Thoreau admits to visiting the village every day or so for human interaction, and he says that 
he finds this human interaction, “as refreshing in its way as the rustle of the leaves.”

2. 	 In what way does Concord resemble a prairie-dog colony?

	 Thoreau compares the image of the prairie-dogs poking their heads out of their holes and 
scurrying from hole to hole to communicate with the other prairie-dogs to the men and 
women scurrying from shop to shop in the village of Concord, exchanging gossip and news.

3. 	 What famous event in Thoreau’s life does he allude to at the end of this essay? Why does 
he save this episode for the end?

	 Thoreau tells his reader about the night he was arrested for non-payment of his poll taxes. 
He probably places this episode at the end of the essay as a reminder that, although he was 
no hermit or misanthrope, he still preferred the company of his squirrels and muskrats to the 
company of humans.
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The Ponds

1. 	 What is Thoreau’s point about the flavor of huckleberries? Why can the person who 
buys them at market or the farmer who grows them for the market not truly taste them?

	 Thoreau’s point is that huckleberries, like so many of the pleasures he would include in 
the “essential facts of life,” do not have long shelf-lives and can only be truly enjoyed 
immediately after being picked. The person who buys them in the market does not get them 
when they are really, really fresh, and the farmer who grows them for the market has turned 
them into a matter of commerce, not a treat from nature.

2. 	 What is the point of the allusion to Adam and Eve?

	 The allusion to Adam and Eve serves two purposes. First, it establishes the antiquity of the 
pond and also connects Walden with the Prelapsarian World.

3. 	 What quality of the pool is Thoreau emphasizing with his allusion to the Castalian 
Fountain?

	 The water of the Castalian spring was sacred to the Oracle of Delphi. The priestess and 
priests washed in this spring, and it was the source of the water that was used to clean the 
temple. By comparing the clear water of Walden Pond with the water of the Castalian Spring, 
Thoreau is emphasizing the sacred, sacramental nature of Walden.

4. 	 What effect is achieved when Thoreau asserts hyperbolically that the ponds of 
Massachusetts are “lovelier than diamonds”?

	 There is both imagery and evaluation in the hyperbole. First, the comparison to diamonds, 
especially in the context that Thoreau has already described the utter clarity of the water, 
emphasizes how the ponds sparkle and glisten—like diamonds. There’s also an evaluative 

statement, diamonds being precious gems
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Higher Laws

1. 	 List some of the “higher laws” to which Thoreau alludes.

	 The “higher laws” are a combination of respect-for-all-life ideals and popular morality: 
do not kill animals, which includes not eating meat. Chastity, hard work, and temperance/
abstinence are virtues to be practiced.

2. 	 What, according to Thoreau, is the connection between immaturity and hunting, so that 
he asserts that a boy should eventually outgrow his affection for hunting?

	 Thoreau suggests that the boy is too young to have yet developed a respect for all life and the 
interconnectedness and the Divine present in all living things. Also, the thrill of the hunt and 
the excitement at killing are still attractive to the boy. Thoreau suggests, however, that the 
man should have outgrown these boyish excitements.

3. 	 What would be ironic about a hunting parson?

	 As the parson is, at least theoretically, a representative of God, he should recognize the Divine 
in all living things and should, therefore, be unwilling to kill another living creature.

4. 	 Explain the pun in Thoreau’s observing that a hunting parson might make “a good 
shepherd’s dog, but is far from being the Good Shepherd.”

	
	 Biblically, Jesus was the “good shepherd” who would leave 99 sheep to find the one lost 

sheep. As a cliché, ministers are often called “shepherds,” and their congregations are called 
their “flocks.” Thus, a hunting parson, in his violation of what Thoreau asserts is a Divine 
law, would not be a Good Shepherd. The shepherd’s dog might have to kill a predator that 
threatened the sheep, so the killing parson could be a shepherd’s dog, but not a Shepherd.

5. 	 Why would Thoreau feel himself diminished every time he catches a fish?

	 Fishing, like hunting, destroys a life.
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Conclusion

1. 	 What does Thoreau suggest about the walls, fences, and boundary lines humans 
construct in their lives?

	 All boundaries are false and limiting. Birds and other animals in nature have no sense of 
boundaries and migrate seasonally.

2. 	 Why, then, does Thoreau seem to advocate not traveling, but staying home instead?

	 Thoreau’s point is simply that people should not travel stupidly. There is much to be learned 
by travel, but the people, sights, and customs on the opposite side of the globe are not “exotic” 
or “foreign.” Travelers should be able to recognize the Divine in everyone everywhere.

	 The traveler who would travel in order to “see strange sights,” might just as well stay home 
and learn all there is to learn there.

3. 	 Explain the series of names Thoreau refers to in the third paragraph: Franklin (and his 
wife), Mr. Grinnell, Mungo Park, Lewis and Clark, and Frobisher.

	 Franklin refers to Captain Sir John Franklin, a British seaman who led a doomed voyage to 
explore the Arctic in 1845.

	 In 1848, Franklin’s wife finally succeeded in convincing the Admiralty of the Royal Navy 
to send an expedition to search for her missing husband. At one point in 1850, the search 
involved 11 British and 2 American ships.

	 Henry Grinnell was a shipping magnate, who, in 1850, financed two vessels in the expedition 
to find Franklin. He helped finance a second expedition three years later.

	 Mungo Park (September 11, 1771 – 1806) was a Scottish explorer in Africa. He is credited 
as being the first Westerner to encounter the Niger River.

	 Lewis and Clark are, of course, the explorers hired by President Thomas Jefferson to explore 
and chart the new Louisiana Purchase.

	 Sir Martin Frobisher (c. 1535 – 1594) was an English seaman who made three voyages to 
the New World to look for the Northwest Passage. Frobisher Bay in northeastern Canada is 
named for him. On his second voyage, Frobisher found “gold ore” and carried 200 tons of 
it home. The appraisal and sale of this cargo netted Frobisher such an enormous profit that 
he returned to Canada with an even larger fleet, eventually bringing home 1,350 tons of this 
gold. When this material was smelted, however, it was discovered that both this batch and his 
previous one were worthless. He became an English privateer, raiding French ships, and was 
knighted for his service to Queen Elizabeth against the Spanish Armada.
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4.	 For what does world exploration and expansion of world commerce eventually become 
a metaphor?

	 World exploration and the expansion of world trade ultimately become metaphors for 
exploring one’s inner self and expanding one’s spiritual and mental capacities.

5. 	 Identify Mirabeau.

	 There are three possibilities for the identity of the person to whom Thoreau is referring: 

	 (1)  �Victor de Riquetti, marquis de Mirabeau (October 5, 1715 – July 13, 1789) was a French 
economist and the father of great Honoré, Comte de Mirabeau. He is often called the 
“elder Mirabeau.”

	 (2)  �His son, Honoré Gabriel Riquetti, Comte de Mirabeau (March 9, 1749 – April 2, 1791) 
was a French writer, popular orator, and statesman. During the French Revolution, he 
was a moderate, favoring a constitutional monarchy like England’s. Toward that end, he 
conducted secret negotiations with the French monarchy in an effort to reconcile it with 
the Revolution. His efforts were unsuccessful.

	 (3)  �Most likely, Andre Boniface Louis Riquetti, Vicomte de Mirabeau (November 30, 1754 
- September 15, 1792), brother of Honoré Mirabeau. While his brother was a moderate, 
Andre was one of the reactionary leaders at the beginning of the French Revolution.

6.	 What does Thoreau mean by “ hear[ing] a different drummer.”

	 The reference is clearly military in nature in which ranks and ranks of soldiers march in 
step with one another, their cadence set by the unit’s drummer. The pace of the march has 
nothing to do with the length of the soldier’s legs—whether he would have to make unusually 
long or short steps to keep pace. The point is conformity, which Thoreau has already 
established he despises. Instead, Thoreau insists, each should march to the beat of his own 
drummer, progressing at the pace that is natural to him without regard to others’ demands or 
expectations.

7. 	 What, according to Thoreau, is worse than being supported by a town’s benevolence or 
social welfare?

	 “Earning” one’s own living by dishonest means is worse than being supported by charity.
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8. 	 What seems to be Thoreau’s criticism of institutional religion?

	 According to Thoreau, the doctrines of institutional religion encourage passivity or inactivity.

9. 	 In what way is “[t]he life in us is like the water in the river”?
	
	 Year by year and season by season, the water in the river rises and falls. This year might be 

an eventful year, while last year was uneventful. This year’s rains keep the river at a high 
level, while the water was low during last year’s drought. If we can take the long view and 
not be overly concerned with the daily or seasonal rising and falling, we eventually begin to 
note patterns and cycles so that we can accept everything that occurs as simply a part of the 
natural flow of events.
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Transcendentalism

Self-Reliance

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

1.	 Why does Emerson begin this essay by asserting, “The sentiment [the original verses he 
encountered] instil is of more value than any thought they may contain”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2.	 What, according to Emerson, is genius?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What point does Emerson make by alluding to Moses, Plato, and Milton?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What is it that makes any great work of art great?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. 	 What have been Emerson’s methods of development in the first paragraph of this essay?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6. 	 What does Emerson mean when he says, “imitation is suicide”?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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7. 	 How does the tone of the essay change in the third paragraph? What is the effect of this 
change?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

8. 	 Where does Emerson find his most effective examples of independence of thought?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

9. 	 How does society destroy the individual as he or she matures?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

10. 	 What are the religious or theological implications of Emerson’s tension between the 
individual and society?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

11. 	 What point is Emerson leading to when he writes, “I do not wish to expiate, but to live. 
My life is not an apology, but a life”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

12. 	 Explain the dichotomy Emerson theorizes between the public and the private 
individual.

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

13. 	 What types of societies to which people sacrifice their individuality does Emerson list? 
Why is this significant?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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14. 	 What is ironic about Emerson’s criticism of embracing religious doctrine?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

15. 	 According to Emerson, in what way is acceptance of a creed destructive to the individual 
conscience?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

16. 	 Given the context of the previous passage, what does Emerson mean when he says, 
“A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by little statesmen and 
philosophers and divines”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

17. 	 For what purpose does Emerson mention Pythagoras, Socrates, Jesus, Luther, 
Copernicus, Galileo, and Newton?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

18. 	 What rhetorical device does Emerson use in this statement: “Your genuine action will 
explain itself and will explain your other genuine actions. Your conformity explains 
nothing”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

19. 	 What two attributes would Emerson like to see humanity evince?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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20. 	 In what way does Emerson now use various religions and denominations as positive 
examples?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

21. 	 What is the point of the allusion to the story of the “sot” who was convinced he was  
a duke?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

22. 	 What is ironic about Emerson’s critique of reading: “Our reading is mendicant and 
sycophantic”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

23. 	 How does Emerson signal his reader that he is approaching the climax of his essay?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

24. 	 What does Emerson mean by the “aboriginal Self”?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

25. 	 What evidence of the truth Emerson asserts does he find in Nature?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

26. 	 Who, according to Emerson, can commune with the Divine, and what role do 
ancients like King David, the Prophet Jeremiah, or the Apostle Paul play in connecting 
humankind with the Divine?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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27. 	 To what effect does Emerson employ metaphor and antithesis when he writes, “But now 
we are a mob. Man does not stand in awe of man, nor is the soul admonished to stay at 
home, to put itself in communication with the internal ocean, but it goes abroad to beg 
a cup of water of the urns of men”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

28. 	 What is the purpose of Emerson’s allusion to the Norse gods, Thor and Woden?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

29. 	 What, according to Emerson, is the ultimate consequence of one losing one’s self-reliance?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

30. 	 Summarize Emerson’s points about foreign travel.
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

31. 	 What, ultimately is Emerson’s point? How does he establish it in his final paragraphs?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Friendship

—Ralph Waldo Emerson

1. 	 What is the essence of the prevailing simile in the second paragraph of this essay?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What, according to Emerson, is friendship?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 How, according to Emerson, does one’s friendship affect how one regards his or her friend?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What is the strength of friendship that allows Emerson to write, “When they are real, 
they are not glass threads or frost-work, but the solidest thing we know”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. 	 In what way is a would-be friend like an Olympian?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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6. 	 Explain the two elements that compose a friendship. What place does each hold in the 
greater context of Emerson’s Transcendentalism?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7. 	 What does Emerson consider to be the “prostitution of the name of friendship”?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

8. 	 What does Emerson mean when he asks, “Are you the friend of your friend’s buttons, or 
of his thought”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

9. 	 What does Emerson mean when he concludes his essay: “The essence of friendship is 
entireness, a total magnanimity and trust”? How is this sentiment transcendental?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Civil Disobedience

—Henry David Thoreau

1.	 What contemporary issue does Thoreau reveal as the motivation for this essay?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2.	 What does Thoreau suggest would be an alternative to government?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3.	 In what way, according to Thoreau, are soldiers “men of straw,” or “lump[s] of earth”?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4.	 What irony does Thoreau make note of regarding philanthropy? What is his point?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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5.	 How, according to Thoreau, does even the existence of a government perpetuate injustice 
among the citizenry?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Why does Thoreau question the morality or conscience of individual voters?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7.	 What does Thoreau mean by “Action from principle”?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

8.	 What dilemma does the existence of unjust laws cause for the individual conscience?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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from Walden

— by Henry David Thoreau

Where I Lived, And What I Lived For

1.	 What does Thoreau mean when he writes that a house is nothing more than a sedes?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2.	 For Thoreau, what was the true value of the farms he visited and surveyed?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3.	 What effect is created by Thoreau’s frequent references to constellations and Greek 
myth? What is Thoreau’s intent?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4.	 What does Thoreau mean when he says he wanted to “live deliberately”?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5.	 What does Thoreau likely include in what he calls “the essential facts of life”?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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The Village

1. 	 What does Thoreau say in this chapter that suggests that he is not the hermit and the 
misanthrope he is often accused of being?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 In what way does Concord resemble a prairie-dog colony?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What famous event in Thoreau’s life does he allude to at the end of this essay? Why does 
he save this episode for the end?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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The Ponds

1. 	 What is Thoreau’s point about the flavor of huckleberries? Why can the person who 
buys them at market or the farmer who grows them for the market not truly taste them?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What is the point of the allusion to Adam and Eve?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What quality of the pool is Thoreau emphasizing with his allusion to the Castalian 
Fountain?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 What effect is achieved when Thoreau asserts hyperbolically that the ponds of 
Massachusetts are “lovelier than diamonds”?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Higher Laws

1. 	 List some of the “higher laws” to which Thoreau alludes.
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 What, according to Thoreau, is the connection between immaturity and hunting, so that 
he asserts that a boy should eventually outgrow his affection for hunting?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 What would be ironic about a hunting parson?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4. 	 Explain the pun in Thoreau’s observing that a hunting parson might make “a good 
shepherd’s dog, but is far from being the Good Shepherd.”

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

5. 	 Why would Thoreau feel himself diminished every time he catches a fish?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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Conclusion

1. 	 What does Thoreau suggest about the walls, fences, and boundary lines humans 
construct in their lives?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

2. 	 Why, then, does Thoreau seem to advocate not traveling, but staying home instead?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

3. 	 Explain the series of names Thoreau refers to in the third paragraph: Franklin (and his 
wife), Mr. Grinnell, Mungo Park, Lewis and Clark, and Frobisher.

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

4.	 For what does world exploration and expansion of world commerce eventually become 
a metaphor?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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5. 	 Identify Mirabeau.
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

6.	 What does Thoreau mean by “ hear[ing] a different drummer.”
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

7. 	 What, according to Thoreau, is worse than being supported by a town’s benevolence or 
social welfare?

	 _________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

8. 	 What seems to be Thoreau’s criticism of institutional religion?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

9. 	 In what way is “[t]he life in us is like the water in the river”?
	 _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
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