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To  T h e  Te a c h e r

In order to allow the teacher maximum flexibility in his or her
approach, we have grouped the prompts by sections.  The teacher
may, therefore, assign specific prompts or allow the students to
select one or more prompts from each section

For To Kill A Mockingbird, we also have these materials:

Teaching Unit
Book
Audio
Video

See our catalogue, visit our web site at www.prestwickhouse.com
or call 1-800-932-4593 for more information.
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To The Student

Although we may read a novel, play, or work of non-fiction for enjoyment,
each time we read one, we are building and practicing important basic reading
skills. In our ever-more complex society, in which reading has become more and
more crucial for success, this, in itself, is an important reason to spend time
reading for enjoyment.

Some readers however, are able to go beyond basic reading techniques and
are able to practice higher thinking skills by reflecting on what they have read
and how what they read affects them. It is this act of reflection–that is, stopping
to think about what you are reading–that this journal is attempting to
encourage.

To aid you, we have included writing prompts for each section; however, if
you find something that you wish to respond to in the book more compelling
than our prompts, you should write about that. We hope you enjoy reading this
book and that the act of responding to what you have read increases this
enjoyment.

After you read the indicated sections, choose the questions to which you
will respond. Keep in mind that there are no right or wrong answers to these
prompts, and there is no one direction in which you must go.
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C h a p t e r  1

1. In 1934, in Maycomb, Alabama, things seemed to move quite slowly. As
you read the description of Maycomb on page 5, how do you think you’d
feel about living and growing up in that town at that time?

2. What do you find interesting about this first chapter?

C h a p t e r  2

3. What is your opinion of the scene in which Scout is trying to tell her
teacher something, but the teacher won’t listen to her? Has anything like
this ever happened to you? Explain.

4. Scout explains the Cunningham philosophy of life, which is, “If you don’t
have it, you do without.” What is your opinion of the Cunninghams and
their philosophy?

C h a p t e r  3

5. Atticus tells Scout, “You never really understand a person until you
consider things from his point of view.” Think of someone you were upset
with or argued with recently, and try to write down the incident that upset
you from the other person’s point of view.
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6. Understanding a person’s point of view, however, doesn’t mean you have
to agree with it. Having explained the other person’s perspective, has it
changed your thinking or feelings? If you still disagree with that point of
view, tell why you do.

7. Atticus explains to Scout that in regard to the Ewells, it is sometimes “bet-
ter to bend the law a little in special cases.” Some people would agree, and
some would disagree with this statement. Do you think it’s a good or bad
idea?  Relate an incident in which you saw this done in a school situation. 

8. What is your initial opinion of Atticus as a father?

C h a p t e r  4

9. Scout feels that at school, she is being cheated out of something.
Apparently, she feels she should be learning more than she is, or learning
something different than what she is being taught.  Have you ever felt
cheated in this fashion? If so, what did you do, or, what might you have
done about it?

10. At the end of this chapter, Scout says that she had heard someone inside
the house laughing. Who do you think was laughing?  Why was he or she
laughing? What inferences might you draw from the laughing?
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C h a p t e r  5

11. Miss Maudie says, “…sometimes the Bible in the hand of one man is
worse than a whiskey bottle in the hand of [someone else].” Try to explain
her meaning to a classmate who doesn’t understand.

C h a p t e r  6

12. Imagine you are new in Maycomb and had recently met Scout, Jem, and
Dill. In a letter to a friend in your old hometown, describe the three of
them.

13. Jem has to go back for his pants.  Respond in the dialogue below, and
explain his actions to a friend who says,

Friend: It was stupid of Jem to go back for his pants; he could have
been killed.

You:

C h a p t e r  7

14. Jem is crying at the end of this chapter.  Explain the reason to a classmate
who hasn’t a clue.

15. Why do you suppose Mr. Walter Radley fills the knothole with cement?
Write down the conversation that might have taken place between Walter
Radley and Arthur Radley before the cementing of the knothole was done.
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C h a p t e r  8

16. The first eight chapters are part of what we could call plot line #1.
Summarize the action of this plot line and give it a name.

17. A number of things happen in this chapter and some questions could be
raised. For example, where does the blanket come from that is put around
Scout’s shoulders? What is snow like to someone who has never
experienced it? Respond to these or any other points in this chapter that
interest you.

C h a p t e r  9

18. Plot line #2 begins with this chapter. From the clues that have been given,
what do you suppose this plot line will follow. What name could we give
to plot line #2?

19. Atticus tells his sister that he’s doing the best he can in raising two young
children without a mother. How do you suppose that you’d do as a single
parent raising two children? Is there anything you’d try to do or avoid
doing in this situation?

20. Aunt Alexandra believes that Scout doesn’t behave as a proper young
woman should. Do you have any thoughts on how a proper young woman
should behave?
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21. Atticus says using bad language is a stage all young people go through and
then outgrow. Would you agree with that? Today, you hear bad language
so often that you get used to it, and you almost stop noticing it. What’s
your opinion about bad language?

22. Consider the social climate in  Alabama and other Southern states at this
point in history; to a classmate who doesn’t  understand try to explain
why Atticus defending Tom Robinson is as important as it is.

C h a p t e r  1 0

23. Miss Maudie says, “People in their right minds never take pride in their
talents.”  Why does she say that?  Do you agree with her?  

24. Jem says of his father, “Atticus is a gentleman just like me!” Given the
context of the story how do you suppose Jem means the word “gentle-
man”?  How would you define the word “gentleman”?

25. Jem has gone from feeling ashamed of his father because of his apparent
lack of athletic ability, to feeling very proud of him.  Atticus is the embod-
iment of what a man should be–Atticus is the man Jem wishes to become.
In your mind, what would the model embodiment of a man be?

26. Is Jem correct in his changed opinion of Atticus, simply because of the
shooting of the mad dog? What ability do you have that no one knows
about; if your friends knew of it, how differently would they treat you?
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C h a p t e r  1 1

27. The narrator of the story is Scout, or more appropriately, the woman Scout
becomes when she grew up, Miss Jean Louise Finch.  Imagine what Miss
Finch looks like and is doing at the time she is looking back on her life
telling this story. What advantage does an author have in creating a nar-
rator who is telling the story in retrospect versus a narrator who tells a
story in present time?

28. When Jem complains furiously about Mrs. Dubose, Atticus says, “Easy
does it son.... She’s an old lady and she’s ill.... Whatever she says to you,
it’s your job not to let her make you mad.” Think about this: if we let
someone else make us mad, we give them a power over us. Do you know
someone who makes you mad? What can you do so  that no matter what
the person says, you will not let him or her have the power to make you
angry?

29. How do you think most people you know would hold up against public
opinion if everyone else thought they were wrong, but they thought they
were right? How would you deal with that type of situation?

30. Atticus said that Mrs. Dubose had real courage. Courage, he says is,
“…when you know you’re licked before you begin, but you begin anyway
and see it through no matter what.” What is your opinion of his defini-
tion? What is your definition of courage?
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C h a p t e r  1 2

31. Does Calpurnia’s explanation as to why she spoke one language at work
and another language at church give rise to any thoughts in you about
language?  How do your surroundings  affect the way you speak?

32. Do you act, talk, or think differently depending who is nearby or who you
are with? Why? What do you do differently?

33. Comment on anything else in this chapter that you found thought-pro-
voking.

C h a p t e r  1 3

34. The narrator tells us that the day Aunt Alexandra arrived, “The remainder
of the afternoon went by in the gentle gloom that descends when relations
appear.” What does she mean? Describe a relative’s visit that you
remember.

35. Because of the way she was raised, Aunt Alexandra is self-assured, always
in control, and without any doubts about herself or her place in the world.
To what extent are you like that? To what extent would you like to be like
that?  Describe the negatives that Aunt Alexandra exhibits.

36. Aunt Alexandra believes, “…the longer a family had been squatting on
one patch of land the finer it was.” Have you ever seen anyone else, either
in life or the movies, who thought like that? What is your opinion of that
kind of thinking? How important is the idea of owning land to you?
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37. Atticus talks to the children about “gentle breeding.” At one point Atticus
tells Scout to “stop the noise,” and Scout breaks out crying. Why?  In a
dialogue with a classmate who doesn’t understand, explain it. 

Classmate: I don’t get it. Why is she crying?

You:

38. Atticus tells Scout, “It’s not time to worry.” Explain what foreshadowing is
to someone who is not familiar with the term, and explain what this
comment probably foreshadows.

C h a p t e r  1 4

39. Dill and Scout are surprised that Jem called Atticus and informed him of
Dill’s presence. How do you feel about Jem’s actions? Can you remember
making a similar kind of decision in your own life? What were the results?

40. Scout says, in effect, that parents never do half the things they promise.
Do you think that’s true?  As a parent, how would you handle making
promises?

41. What is your opinion of Dill?  What are the things you like or don’t like
about him? Remember when you were his age. Is there anything you can
identify with in his personality?
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C h a p t e r  1 5

42. Tom Robinson, a black man, is in jail because he was accused of raping a
white woman. To the crowd of friends in front of his house, Atticus says,
“Link, that boy might go to the chair, but he’s not going till the truth’s
told.... And you know what the truth is.” We readers, however, do not
know what the truth is, but we might speculate. What do you think the
truth might be?

43. That evening a mob goes to the jail to lynch Tom Robinson, and it looks
as if they will harm Atticus if they have to. Discuss how Scout, without
even knowing it, is able to get the mob to disperse and go home. What
parts of her personality cause the mob to leave?

44. The whole scene in the square is observed by the newspaper editor, Mr.
Underwood. Write the news story or editorial he might have printed the
next day.

C h a p t e r  1 6

45. Although more liberal than anyone else in town, both Jem and Dill
express attitudes that, at best, could be called patronizing to black people
or racist. The author is aware of this, but she is trying to present a true
picture of the way things were back then. Do you feel Jem and Scout are
prejudiced? Imagine a conversation between you and Jem.

Jem: Too many half-white-half-black kids don’t belong anywhere.

You:
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46. Jem and Scout cannot sit downstairs at the trial along with the rest of the
whites of Maycomb, so the children go up into the balcony with Reverend
Sykes and the black townspeople. How would you feel if you, like Scout
and Jem, were the only members of your race in a group of people of a dif-
ferent race?

47. This chapter gives a picture of the customs and social attitudes of a small
Southern town in the late 1930’s. What particularly caught your atten-
tion?

C h a p t e r  1 7

48. What is your opinion of Bob Ewell? Compare him to any other character
you’ve seen in a book or movie. Try, as Atticus suggests elsewhere, to walk
in Bob Ewell’s shoes.

49. At this point in the novel, what are your thoughts or feelings about this
book?

C h a p t e r  1 8

50. What is your opinion of Mayella Ewell? If you are inclined to dislike her,
try to walk in her shoes for a day. Describe a day in her life.

51. Imagine a dialogue with a friend who calls Mayella “a lying slut.” What
could you say about Mayella in her defense?

52. What is your opinion of Mr. Ewell?
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C h a p t e r  1 9

53.  If you understand why Dill starts to cry as he watches the trial, respond to
a friend who says,

Friend: To have Dill cry was stupid. No real boy would have cried in
that situation.

You:

54. What was your reaction to Mr. Gilmer’s cross-examination of Tom
Robinson?

C h a p t e r  2 0

55. Lately, some people have questioned whether the courts do treat everyone
the same. What was your reaction to what Atticus had to say about the
courts?

C h a p t e r  2 1

56. At this point, if you could have asked anyone in the courthouse (Atticus,
Jem, the jury, Judge Taylor, the prosecutor, Mr. Gilmer, or Tom Robinson)
a question, what question would you have asked? What possible answers
might have you received?
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C h a p t e r  2 2

57. When all the food is left at the Finches, Atticus is appreciative, but he
says, “Tell them they must never do this again. Times are too hard...”  Why
does he say this?  Relate it to what you know about the Depression in the
United States. 

58. Speaking of his Aunt Rachel, Dill says, 
Dill: “Bet that woman drinks a pint for breakfast every morning—

know she drinks two glasses full. Seen her.” 
Aunt Alexandra: “Don’t talk like that, Dill…. It’s not becoming to a child.

It’s—cynical.” 
Dill: “I ain’t cynical, Miss Alexandra. Tellin’ the truth’s not cynical, is

it?” 
Alexandra: “The way you tell it, it is.”  

What are your thoughts about what Dill says?

C h a p t e r  2 3

59. What is your opinion of Atticus’ reaction when Bob Ewell curses him out
and spits in his face?  What would you have done in Atticus’ place?

60. Atticus says he’d rather Bob Ewell spit on him than beat his kids or take
his anger out on someone else. Describe any situation where you have
seen someone take out his or her anger on an innocent or weaker person
or animals, rather 
than the real object of the anger.

61. Aunt Alexandra says, “They’re not our kind of folks,” about the
Cunninghams. What does she mean by that? Do you know anyone who
thinks like that? What may be right and what may be wrong with what
she says?
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C h a p t e r  2 4

62. If the Tom Robinson trial were to take place today, it is very likely that a
show like “Inside Edition,” “60 Minutes,” or “A Current Affair” would
show up in town shortly after the verdict was in. If so, who would do the
interview, whom would they interview, and what would be the
interviewer’s opening and closing comments?

63. How do you suppose it is possible for the Missionary Society ladies to
have so much sympathy for the Mrunas, but so little sympathy for the
black people in their own town?

64. Miss Maudie says that Atticus does the right thing, the thing that many
other people would like to do but are afraid to do. In what ways would
you like to be like Atticus? How would you feel about having that role in
your community?

C h a p t e r  2 5

65. We are told that Mr. Underwood wrote an editorial about the shooting of
Tom, but we are not told much about the editorial. Write the editorial you
think he might have written.

C h a p t e r s  2 6  a n d  2 7

66. The Tom Robinson subplot that began in chapter nine has concluded.
Where do you think the story line will go in the last five chapters?
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C h a p t e r s  2 8  a n d  2 9

67. What is your opinion of the way these chapters are written? 
Is what happens suspenseful?

68. Before it is revealed who attacks Scout and Jem, who did you believe the
person was?

C h a p t e r  3 0

69. In this chapter, the comment that it is a sin to kill a mockingbird comes
up for the third time. Identify the contexts in which this phrase, or a very
similar one, is mentioned.

70. What is your reaction to Sheriff Tate’s “findings” in the death of Bob
Ewell?  If you were the Sheriff, how would you have handled explaining
the death of Bob Ewell?

C h a p t e r  3 1

71. How did you feel about Chapter 31? Would you have ended the book any
differently? Could the story have ended with Chapter 30? 
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W R A P - U P
72. Sometimes when a novel ends, we are sorry because we wish to spend

more time with the characters whom we’ve come to know so well. In a
sequel to this novel, tell what you think happens to Scout, Jem, and Dill
in the next ten years of their lives.

73. When you read the last page of this novel, what were your thoughts and
feelings?

74. Write about the things you liked and disliked about this novel.

75. Many novels that have young people as the main characters are said to be
of the Coming-of-Age genre. The term indicates that in the course of the
novel the character moves from immaturity to maturity. Describe the ways
in which To Kill A Mockingbird would fit this description.
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T E S T

1. The setting for this story is a small town in
A. Mississippi in the 1960’s.
B. Mississippi in the 1930’s.
C. Mississippi in the present time.
D. Alabama in the 1930’s.
E. Alabama in the 1960’s.

2. A piece of gum and other treasures are found by Scout and Jem in 
A. a mailbox. 
B. a can. 
C. a hole in a tree. 
D. a buried chest. 
E. a hole in the ground

3. Miss Maudie’s favorite pastime is 
A. working in her yard.
B. bird watching.
C. gossiping about the neighbors. 
D. teaching Bible school.
E. reading on her front porch.

4. Jem loses his pants 
A. playing poker. 
B. swimming in the pond. 
C. climbing under the fence at the Radleys’. 
D. in the locker room.
E. when the poor hobo tricked him.

5. Atticus rises a great deal in the children’s estimation when 
A. they learn he had been an All-State quarterback in high school. 
B. he confronts Mrs. Dubose and tells her to leave the children alone. 
C. he stabs Bob Ewell. 
D. he shoots the dog. 
E. he sends their mean aunt from their house.
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6. Jem's punishment for destroying Mrs. Dubose’s flowers is 
A. to paint her house. 
B. not getting his allowance for two months. 
C. to babysit for her each afternoon. 
D. to read to her every day.
E. to replace every single flower in her garden.

7. Miss Maudie said it is a sin to kill a mockingbird because 
A. they are an endangered species. 
B. they do no harm to anyone or anything. 
C. they make beautiful music. 
D. All of the above. 
E. Both B and C

8. While Atticus is out of town, Calpurnia takes Jem and Scout to
A. the circus. 
B. Atlanta. 
C. her church. 
D. school every day. 
E. the courthouse.

9. Aunt Alexandra comes to live with the Finches 
A. because her husband died. 
B. to be a feminine influence for Scout. 
C. because she lost all her money in the stock market. 
D. because she was ill. 
E. Both C and D

10. Most of the town is against Atticus Finch because 
A. he is defending Tom Robinson. 
B. he is prosecuting Tom Robinson. 
C. he writes unpopular editorials about the town. 
D. he is so rich. 
E. he is too liberal in his politics.

11. Tom Robinson could not have committed the rape and assault because
A. he is out of town when it occurred.
B. he has a crippled left arm.
C. he is crippled and cannot walk.
D. he is with his wife when it happens.
E. he is in love with Mayella Ewell.
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12. Jem and Scout find a place to watch the trial 
A. standing at the back of the courtroom. 
B. sitting on the floor by the defense table. 
C. in the balcony. 
D. with the help of Calpurnia. 
E. because Dolphus Raymond tells them of a way to sneak through

the basement.

13. Tom Robinson is found guilty because 
A. all the evidence is against him. 
B. he is black and the victim is white. 
C. the police lie. 
D. the prosecutor will not allow evidence that would clear Tom. 
E. the Ewells have relatives on the Jury who threaten the other jurors.

14. The fate of Tom Robinson is that
A. he is freed on appeal. 
B. he dies in the electric chair. 
C. he is killed trying to escape. 
D. he spends the rest of his life in prison. 
E. his case is brought before the Supreme Court, and he is finally

freed.

15. Bob Ewell vows to get even with Atticus 
A. whenever Bob gets drunk. 
B. because Mayella’s reputation is dragged through the mud by 

Atticus. 
C. when the revolution comes. 
D. because Bob feels that Atticus makes him look like a fool at the

trial. 
E. Both A and B

16. Halloween becomes an organized event because 
A. in prior years, there were many fights. 
B. parents were worried about treats that were tampered with.
C. an act of vandalism happened to spinster sisters the year before. 
D. Bob Ewell threatened to cause trouble. 
E. Both A and D
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17. Scout isn’t in the pageant because 
A. she is ashamed of her costume.
B. she is being punished.
C. she loses her costume.
D. she doesn’t want to be.
E. she falls asleep.

18. In the attack on their lives, Scout is saved
A. by running fast. 
B. by Jem. 
C. by screaming as loud as she could.
D. by Dill.
E. by the wire mesh in her costume.

19. In the attack, Jem suffers 
A. a broken leg. 
B. a knife cut on his face. 
C. a broken arm. 
D. a loss of pride. 
E. a great sense of guilt.

20. Bob Ewell is really killed by 
A. Jem. 
B. Dill. 
C. Boo Radley. 
D. falling on his knife. 
E. Atticus.
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T e s t

S t u d e n t  A n s w e r  S h e e t

1.__ __ 11.__ __

2.__ __ 12.__ __

3.__ __ 13.__ __

4.__ __ 14.__ __

5.__ __ 15.__ __

6.__ __ 16.__ __

7.__ __ 17.__ __

8.__ __ 18.__ __

9.__ __ 19.__ __

10.__ __ 20.__ __
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An Annotated Bibliography
on Response Journals

Response Journals: Inviting Students to Think and Write Literature 
By Julie Wollman-Bonilla
This slim volume covers the how and why of having students keep response
journals.  From defending your choice to use response journals as a part of
your writing and literature class, to techniques for assessing the impact of
response journals. 
ISBN: 0590491377 $12.95
Publisher: Scholastic

Old Faithful: 18 Writers Present Their Favorite Writing Assignments
Edited by Christopher Edgar and Ron Padgett
Creative writers and teachers describe their single best writing assignment–the
one that never fails to inspire students.
ISBN: 0915924455 $14.95
Publisher: Teachers and Writers Collaborative

Journal Jumpstarts: Quick Topics and Tips for Journal Writing 
By Patricia Woodward and Patricia Howard 
Contains over 400 writing topics that appeal to young people.    
ISBN: 0939791366 $7.95  
Publisher: Cottonwood Press

Journal Keeping with Young People  
By Barbara A. Steiner and Kathleen C. Phillips 
A great deal of useful information pertaining to Response Journals is con-
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