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A Separate Peace
Activity Pack

Teacher’s Edition

Activity Pack written by Rebecca Challman
All references come from the Bantam Books edition of A Separate Peace, published 1975.

Pre-Reading

Literary Terms

Objective:  Understanding literary terms and devices in advance of considering a literary text.

Activity

Complete the crossword puzzle by applying the correct word to the definitions below.  Fill in the
crossword puzzle using your completed clues.

Across

1. Actions that follow and are result of the climax in a narrative
4. The part of a narrative plot that is the high point of conflict
6. The environment in which characters in a narrative live and move
10. A method of narration in which past events are introduced into present action
11. Conversation between characters in a narrative
12. Categorizes literature by type
13. The struggle between characters, between characters and outside forces, or between

characters and their emotions
14. Language that triggers vivid mental images by appealing to the senses
15. The person or force opposing the protagonist in a narrative

Down

2. The central unifying idea of a narrative
3. A form of figurative language that is used for comparison, usually using the word “ like”

with nouns and “as” with clauses
4. Individual in a narrative
5. Figurative language that makes a direct comparison of two seemingly different things
7. The introduction of information necessary to understanding plot
8. The main or central character in a narrative
9. The part of a narrative plot that ties up all the loose ends and reveals the outcome
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A Separate Peace
Activity Pack

Student Edition

Activity Pack written by Rebecca Challman
All references come from the Bantam Books edition of A Separate Peace, published 1975.

Pre-Reading

Literary Terms

Objective:  Understanding literary terms and devices in advance of considering a literary text.

Activity

Complete the crossword puzzle by applying the correct word to the definitions below.  Fill in the
crossword puzzle using your completed clues.

Across

1. Actions that follow and are result of the climax in a narrative
4. The part of a narrative plot that is the high point of conflict
6. The environment in which characters in a narrative live and move
10. A method of narration in which past events are introduced into present action
11. Conversation between characters in a narrative
12. Categorizes literature by type
13. The struggle between characters, between characters and outside forces, or between

characters and their emotions
14. Language that triggers vivid mental images by appealing to the senses
15. The person or force opposing the protagonist in a narrative

Down

2. The central unifying idea of a narrative
3. A form of figurative language that is used for comparison, usually using the word “ like”

with nouns and “as” with clauses
4. Individual in a narrative
5. Figurative language that makes a direct comparison of two seemingly different things
7. The introduction of information necessary to understanding plot
8. The main or central character in a narrative
9. The part of a narrative plot that ties up all the loose ends and reveals the outcome
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Across Down
1. Falling Action 2. Theme
4. Climax 3. Simile
6. Setting 4. Character
10. Flashback 5. Metaphor
11. Dialogue 7. Exposition
12. Genre 8. Protagonist
13. Conflict 9. Resolution
14. Imagery
15. Antagonist
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Chapter 1 and Ongoing

Critical Reading

Objective:  Supporting critical reading by providing a reading guide for a literary text.

Activity

As you read A Separate Peace, answer the following questions. Your teacher may ask you to
write your answer on a separate sheet of paper. Do not lose it, as you will need to add to it as you
read further in the book.

Note to Teacher: This is an ongoing activity, and students may use their answers to aid them
with future critical reading activities.  As a follow-up activity, students may assemble their
answers into a report, a review of the novel, or an oral presentation.

1. Who is the protagonist or main character?

2. When and where do the events take place?

3. Who are the main characters?

4. Who are the minor characters?

5. What techniques does the author use to reveal information about the characters?

6. Who or what is the antagonist?

7. What is the theme or central idea of the novel?

8. What are some of the underlying themes of the novel?

9. What genre is the novel?

10. What do you think might be the author’s motivation?

11. What is the significance of the title A Separate Peace?

12. What role does the war play in the novel?

13. Is the novel believable?

14. Would you recommend the novel? Why?
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Chapter 1

Flashback

Objective:  Recognizing the use of flashback in a work of literature.

Activity

Identify and list three passages or quotations from this chapter that show the use of flashback.

“I went back to the Devon School not long ago and found it looking oddly newer than when I
was a student there fifteen years before.”  (Pg. 1)

“Fifteen years before there had been a war going on.”  (Pg. 1)

“Looking back now across fifteen years, I could see with great clarity the fear I had lived in,
which must mean that in the interval I had succeeded in a very important undertaking:  I must
have made my escape from it.”  (Pg. 2)
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Chapter 1

Flashback

Objective:  Understanding the use of flashback to advance the plot in a literary work.

Activity

In A Separate Peace, Gene Forrester returns to Devon School after fifteen years.  He compares
how things are now with how he remembers them.  His narration serves to launch the flashback
and advance the plot, while his descriptions give you vital insights.
Match the following characters and objects with the appropriate description.

____ 1. Devon School
____ 2. The tree
____ 3. The steps
____ 4. Gene
____ 5. Phineas

A. “…I was taller, bigger generally in relation to these stairs.  I had more money and
success and “security” than in the days when specters seemed to go up and down
them with me.”  (Pg. 3)

B. “The marble must be unusually hard.  …the exceptional hardness had not
occurred to me.  It was surprising that I had overlooked that, that crucial fact.”
(Pg. 3)

C. “It seemed more sedate than I remembered it….I didn’t entirely like this glossy
new surface…”  (Pg. 1)

D. “…it seemed weary from age, weary, enfeebled, dry.”  (Pg. 6)

E. “For such an extraordinary athlete…he was not spectacularly built.”
(Pg. 8)

Answer Key

1. C
2. D
3. B
4. A
5. E
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Chapter 1

Imagery

Objective:  Recognizing the use of imagery in a literary text.

Activity

Match the object with the applicable use of imagery from this chapter.

____ 1. Devon School
____ 2. The First Academy Building
____ 3. The Tree
____ 4. The Six O’clock Bell

A. “…a huge lone spike dominating the riverbank, forbidding as an artillery piece,
high as the beanstalk.”  (Pg. 5)

B. “…more perpendicular and straight-laced, with narrower windows and shinier
woodwork, as thought a coat of varnish had been put over everything…”  (Pg. 1)

C. “…as red brick and balanced as the other major buildings but with a large cupola
and a bell and a clock and Latin over the doorway…”  (Pg. 3)

D. “…cool and matriarchal…civilized, calm, invincible and final.”  (Pg. 10)

Answer Key

1. B
2. C
3. A
4. D
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Chapter 1

Subtext

Objective:  Extracting underlying ideas from a literary text.

Activity

In Chapter 1, author John Knowles reveals many of the ideas that will help the reader decide
upon the theme of the novel A Separate Peace.  Verify the following ideas by using passages or
quotations from this chapter of A Separate Peace.

Fear
Friendship
Change
Distrust

Answers may vary according to a student’s perception.  They may include:

Fear—“Preserved along with it, like stale air in an unopened room, was the well known fear
which had surrounded and filled those days…”
“Looking back now across fifteen years, I could see with great clarity the fear I had lived in…”
“I felt fear’s echo…”(Pg. 2)

Friendship—“It’s you, pal,” Finny said to me at last, “just you and me….  We were the best of
friends at that moment.”  (Pg. 10)

Change—“Nothing endures, not a tree, not love, not even a death by violence.”  (Pg. 6)

Distrust—“What was I doing up here anyway?  Why did I let Finny talk me into stupid things
like this?”  (Pg. 9)
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Chapter 2

Setting

Objective:  Understanding setting in a literary work.

Activity

A Separate Peace is set at a boys’ preparatory school in rural New Hampshire, during 1942.
World War II is raging.  Write a paragraph identifying the ways in which the war affects the
characters so far. How does the war affect the way the Masters treat the students?  How does
Gene explain this treatment?

It is the summer semester at Devon, so the war seems distant to the boys.  The Masters are more
tolerant, loosening their grip on the students.  Gene explains, “…I think we reminded them of
what peace was like, we boys of sixteen.”  (Pg. 16)  Gene goes on to say that the teachers at the
school think the boys represent what the war is being fought to protect:  innocence, freedom, and
life itself.
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Chapter 2

Setting

Objective:  Understanding setting in a literary work.

Activity
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Chapter 2

Symbolism

Objective:  Recognizing the use of symbolism in a literary work.

Activity

In this chapter, Phineas (Finny) wears a pink shirt as an emblem to celebrate a bombing in
Central Europe.  He wears the shirt, despite Gene’s teasing, to symbolize his patriotism and
support of the war.  Ironically, Finny shows his support in a nonconformist way that succeeds in
attracting attention.

Select a symbol to represent how you feel about war.
Assemble a poster-size collage that represents how you feel about war.  Use pictures from
magazines, newspapers, or the Internet.  Give your collage a title.
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Chapter 3

Exposition

Objective:  Applying information revealed through exposition.

Activity

Use the following chart to document the introduction of each new character in the novel.
This is an ongoing activity.  As more characters are introduced, and as more of a character’s
traits are revealed, you will need to add to your findings.  Use a separate worksheet for each
character.  We have begun one for you.  Keep your work for use on other characterization
activities.

Character ♦  Gene Forrester

Age and
Background
Information

♦  Sixteen years old
♦  From Georgia
♦  Upper Middler student at Devon School
♦  His best friend is his roommate Phineas

Appearance ♦  Five feet eight and a half inches tall
♦  One hundred and forty pounds
♦  Tan

Priorities ♦  Academics and studying

Character Traits ♦  Competitive
♦  Feelings of inferiority allow him to be influenced by

Finny.
♦  Sarcastic
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Chapter 3

Exposition

Objective:  Applying information revealed through exposition.

Activity

Use the following chart to document the introduction of each new character in the novel.
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Chapter 3

Critical Reading and Thinking

Objective:  Practical application of ideas from a literary text.

Activity

In Chapter 2, Finny and Gene form a club they call the Super Suicide Society of the Summer
Session.  In this chapter, Finny invents a game he calls blitzball.

In groups, students decide whether to form a club or invent a game.  Each club must have a
president, an initiation activity or ceremony, and a list of rules.  Each game must have a name,
instruments of play (balls, bats, goals, etc.), an object(capture the ball, etc.), and a set of
rules(number of players, in doors, etc.).
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Chapter 4

Personification, Hyperbole
Metaphor, Simile

Objective:  Recognizing the use of figurative language in a literary text.

Activity

Match the following types of figurative language with the applicable passages from this chapter
of A Separate Peace.

A. personification
B. simile
C. metaphor
D. hyperbole

____ 1. “It began not as the gorgeous fanfare I had expected, but as a strange gray thing,
like sunshine seen through burlap.”  (Pg. 41)

____ 2. “The ocean looked dead too…”  (Pg. 41)

____ 3. “I sensed it like the sweat of relief when nausea passes away.”  (Pg. 45)

____ 4. “…in the jungle of a boy’s school.”  (Pg. 45)

____ 5. “Your brain’ll explode if you keep this up.”  (Pg. 44)

Answer Key

1. B
2. D
3. B
4. C
5. D

Note to Teacher: As a follow-up, have students write their own examples of these four literary terms or
have them locate others in Chapters 1-4.

Answers may vary. Examples:
Simile: “Devon School…then blinked out like a candle the day I left.” (Pg. 1)

“…silent as a monument” (Pg. 4)

Personification: “there were several trees bleakly reaching into the fog.” (Pg. 5)

Metaphor: “The class above, seniors, draft-bait, practically soldiers, rushed ahead of us toward the
war.” (Pg. 7)

Hyperbole: “That would have destroyed the perfect beauty that was sports. Nothing bad ever happened in
sports; they were the absolute good.” (Pg. 27)
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Chapter 4

Characterization

Objective:  Understanding characterization.

Activity

In literature, a character’s personality reveals itself the same way it does in real life.
Authors use the following techniques of characterization:

1. Speech and thought—what characters say and think about themselves and others.
2. Action—how characters behave.
3. Reputation—what other characters say about each other.
4. Author’s voice—what the author uses the narrator to say about characters, their physical

descriptions, and their histories.

Activity

Based on what you have read so far, identify the traits that Gene and Finny possess.  Use a G or
an F to indicate your choice.  If the two share a trait, use both initials.
Answers will vary.  You may wish to hold a class discussion to compare results.

1. ____athletic
2. ____patriotic
3. ____envious
4. ____stubborn
5. ____intelligent
6. ____diligent
7. ____charming
8. ____impatient
9. ____pretentious
10. ____submissive
11. ____effeminate
12. ____temperamental
13. ____weak
14. ____affectionate
15. ____spirited
16. ____guilty
17. ____forgiving
18. ____violent

19. ____irrational
20. ____vindictive
21. ____shallow
22. ____consistent
23. ____cruel
24. ____foolish
25. ____sympathetic
26. ____civilized
27. ____unpredictable
28. ____competitive
29. ____joyful
30. ____trustworthy
31. ____evil
32. ____worshipful
33. ____humble
34. ____self-destructive
35. ____dangerous
36. ____reasonable
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Chapter 5

Inference

Objective:  Inferring meaning from a character’s thoughts and behavior.

Activity

In this chapter, the author reveals certain things about Gene by allowing the reader to be privy to
Gene’s thoughts.  Read Gene’s thoughts below and write a paragraph about what the reader may
infer regarding Gene.

“…but it seemed, standing there in Finny’s triumphant shirt, that I would never stumble through
the confusions of my own character again.”  (Pg. 54)

Answers may vary.

The reader may infer that Gene is uncomfortable in his own skin.  He feels inadequate in
comparison to Finny.  Moreover, Gene feels guilty for knocking Finny out of the tree and
causing his disability.  His wearing of Finny’s shirt allows him to temporarily assume Finny’s
identity, thereby simultaneously easing his own feelings of inadequacy and feelings of guilt.
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Chapter 5

Characterization

Objective:  Understanding characterization.

Activity

In A Separate Peace, the protagonist is obviously Gene Forrester.  Who or what is the
antagonist?  Write a paragraph expressing your opinion and a paragraph supporting your opinion.

Answers mar vary. Example: Gene is his own worst enemy.  He feels inferior and inadequate,
and he is, therefore, always capitulating to Finny.  Afterwards, he resents Finny.  Finny,
however, is not working against Gene.  Rather, Gene’s own negative emotions work in
opposition to his positive aspects.  He lets feelings of envy and inadequacy pervade his thoughts
and actions.
Finny has previously, in Chapter 2, kept Gene from falling out of the tree.  In this chapter, Gene
deliberately shakes the branch, knocking Finny out of the tree.  Given the same set of
circumstances, Finny saved Gene.  This proves that Finny is not the antagonist, except in Gene’s
mind.  Gene thinks, “You and Phineas are even already.  You are even in enmity.”  (Pg. 45)
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Chapter 6

Characterization and Setting

Objective:  Understanding how characters relate to their situations.

Activity

Assume the identity of one of the characters.  How do you feel about being at Devon School?
Write a three-paragraph letter home to your parents in which you include your opinions,
information to back the opinions, and a summary of events going on around you.  Start the letter
with a creative hook to get their attention.  Include a passage or two from this chapter.  It may be
a quote from a friend or a description.
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Chapter 6

Setting

Objective:  Understanding the creation of setting in a literary work.

Activity

Create a map of the Devon School campus from A Separate Peace.
Include the First Academy Building (label the assembly room), the dormitories (label the Butt
Room), the Cage, the tree, the Devon River, the Naguamsett River, the wooden tower, the crew
house, and the commons.
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Chapter 6

Characterization

Objective:  Understanding characterization.

Activity

Label the primary and secondary characters dynamic or static.  Provide a supporting example.
This is an ongoing activity.  As more characters are introduced and more is learned about the
present characters, students may add information.

Gene Forrester____________________________________________________________

Phineas (Finny)___________________________________________________________

Leper Lepellier___________________________________________________________

Brinker Hadley___________________________________________________________

Chet Douglas_____________________________________________________________

Bobby Zane______________________________________________________________

Mr. Prud’homme__________________________________________________________

Mr. Patch-Withers_________________________________________________________

Doctor Stanhope__________________________________________________________

Quackenbush____________________________________________________________

Mr. Ludsbury____________________________________________________________

Hazel Brewster___________________________________________________________

Brownie Perkins__________________________________________________________

Mrs. Lepellier____________________________________________________________

Mr. Carhart____________________________________________________________

Phil Latham______________________________________________________________

Mr. Hadley______________________________________________________________
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Chapter 7

Theme

Objective:  Understanding theme by supporting critical reading of a literary work.

Activity

In this chapter, Brinker Hadley writes little poems about the war.  “The war/ Is a bore.”  (Pg. 83)
“Our chore/ Is the core/ Of the war.”  (Pg. 84)  Using the word war as a basis, write a longer
poem.  It must reveal to readers either your feelings about war or the plot of the novel so far.
Your poem may be any style.
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Chapter 7

Critical Reading

Objective:  Supporting critical reading by extrapolating ideas from a literary text.

Activity

In this chapter, the mood at Devon School becomes more somber.  The students engage in
unusual activities, such as replacing apple pickers who have gone to war and removing snow
from the train tracks so the troop train can get through.  The young men are no longer sheltered
from the war; rather, they are asked to do their part in support of it.

The author reflects what was actually going on at schools across America during World War II.
Most students supported the war effort.

Use the Internet and appropriate reference materials to research student or general population’s
reaction to the wars since World War II.  How did students at the high school and college level
react to the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, and the war in Iraq?  Deal with
propaganda, protest, and the outcome of he war.

In a short speech, detail the differences, and what you determine are the reasons for, the changes
in attitude toward war.

Note to Teacher: This activity could be expanded into a panel discussion or a debate.
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Chapter 8

Theme

Objective:  Extracting underlying ideas from a literary text.

Activity

Peer pressure plays an important role in A Separate Peace.  For instance, in this chapter alone,
Finny keeps Gene from enlisting in the army, causes him to skip classes to visit the gym, and
convinces him to become a competitive sportsman.

All teenagers experience peer pressure, whether they attend a prestigious prep school or an inner
city public school.  As a class, discuss the concept of peer pressure.  Individually, write down a
specific incident in which you experienced peer pressure.  How old were you?  How did you
react?  Did a group attempt to influence you or a single individual?  What, if anything, would
you do differently if confronted with the same situation today?

Divide into small groups and select one of your group’s incidents to act out.  Each group will
perform a one to three-minute skit.

This activity may also be applied to the concept of competition or bullying or cliques.
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Chapter 8

Critical Reading

Objective:  Supporting critical reading through summary and analysis of a literary text.

Activity

Write a brief summary and a brief analysis of this chapter.  You may use passages and quotes
from the text to enliven your work.

Example
Chapter 8
Summary
Finny, handicapped by his broken leg, comes back to the room he shares with Gene.  Since Finny
must wear a cast on his leg, Gene begins to help him get around.  The next day, Brinker Hadley
bursts into their room to confirm Gene’s plans to enlist.  However, Gene behaves as if the whole
idea is a joke.  After church, Finny and Gene walk around campus.  Finny convinces Gene to
skip class and visit the gym instead.  They discuss the war, and Finny asserts that it is not real.
Changing the subject, Finny persuades Gene to train for the 1944 Olympics.  Hence, Gene helps
Finny academically, and Finny becomes Gene’s physical trainer.  Gene runs laps while Finny
watches.  After learning of their Olympic plans, Mr. Ludsbury reminds the boys to put the war
first.  Finny very bluntly says, “No.”  (Pg. 113)  Flustered, Mr. Ludsbury walks away.

Analysis
Overall, Gene’s friendship with Finny becomes stronger.  However, though Gene stills feels guilt
for causing Finny to fall from the tree, he also begins to feel superior towards Finny.  He no
longer gives in to Finny’s assertions about the war being a fictitious plot. Ironically, though,
Gene seems to be grateful when his loyalty to Finny causes him to renege on enlisting:  “So the
war swept over like a wave at the seashore,…seemingly inescapable, and then at the last moment
eluded by a word from Phineas; I had simply ducked, that was all, and the wave’s concentrated
power had hurtled harmlessly overhead…”  (Pg. 101)  Throughout this chapter, Gene ponders
how Finny’s life as an athlete has ended, and he sees the danger for him in their everyday
surroundings.  He is aware of his own guilt and responsibility for Finny’s injury, and he is
aware of the war.  While Finny, on the other hand, remains in denial.  This does not mean that
Finny has not changed, however.  He has traded in his manipulation and charm for direct
honesty in an unapologetic manner.  He displays minor traces of bitterness; before he was
singularly joyous.
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Chapter 8

Critical Reading

Objective:  Supporting critical reading through summary and analysis of a literary text.

Activity

Write a brief summary and a brief analysis of this chapter.  You may use passages and quotes
from the text to enliven your work.
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Chapter 8

Characterization

Objective:  Understanding how characterization affects the narrative.

Activity

The primary and secondary characters in A Separate Peace are boys.  The narrative is about
friendship, competition, and self-discovery.  Imagine, thought, that the characters are female.
Perhaps Devon School is a girls’ prep school, or a coed prep school.  What affect will the change
in gender have on the narrative?  Write a fairly long essay detailing the change.
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Chapter 9

Characterization

Objective:  Recognizing specific details of characterization.

Activity

Create a character tree for one of the primary characters, either Finny or Gene.  Place the name
of the primary character at the base of the tree.  In the two main branches, write their personality
traits.  Then use the remaining branches to give two supporting examples of each trait.

Main Character

Trait Trait

Supporting Example

Supporting Example

Supporting Example

Supporting Example
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Character Tree

Phineas

“He pressed his advantage because he saw
that Mr. Prud’homme was pleased, won
over in spite of himself.” (Pg. 15)

“It was hypnotism. I was beginning
to see that Phineas could get away
with anything.” (Pg. 18)

“Not say anything about
it…When you broke the school
record. You’re too good to be
true.” (Pg. 38)

“For such an extraordinary
athlete…he was not spectacularly
built.” (Pg. 8)

CharmingAthletic
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Character Tree
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Chapter 8

Literary Terms

Objective: Identifying and explaining allusions

Activity:

Find three allusions on page 113. Write them in the spaces provided. Afterwards, explain what
the allusions refer to and what each one signifies to the plot of A Separate Peace.

Answers may vary. Examples:

Allusion #1: “…and I wont bore you with the Eton Playing Fields observation…”

Explanation:

Allusion #2: “…all exercise today is aimed of course at the approaching Waterloo.”

Explanation:

Allusion #3: “What are you up to, Forrester, training for the Commandos?”

Explanation:
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Chapter 9

Atmosphere

Objective: Understanding how atmosphere contributes to the feel of A Separate Peace.

Activity:

Pages 119-120 delineate how the weather has affected the students at Devon. Make a list of as
many phrases or words as you can that emphasize the atmosphere that has overtaken the students
this winter. After you have a list, try to write a one-sentence summation of the feeling that this
accumulation of details gives you.

Answers may vary. Examples:

worst dismal gurgling
lost dirty water seeping
reduced gray seamy shifting
drains cracks
frozen

“winter’s occupation seems to have conquered, overrun and destroyed everything…”

Many more examples are in these two pages.

The atmosphere is one of near-death, immobilization, and ruin which both restates the war and
foreshadows the upcoming deaths.

Note to Teacher: As an additional use of atmosphere, have students compare their lists to one of
positive words and phrases they could compile from the last paragraph on pages 123 to the
middle of page 125. They should be able to see the contrasts between the two lists easily.
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Chapter 10

Critical Reading

Objective:  Supporting critical reading through practical application of ideas in a literary text.

Activity

Imagine you are an astrologer, and you can see events in the future.  Based on what you have
learned about the characters already, predict what you think will happen to them over the course
of the next three chapters.  Write a horoscope for either Finny or Gene.  Who will he meet?
What events will transpire?  What will be the result?  Your categories of prediction may include
academic endeavors, competition, health, happiness, and friendship.  The horoscope should be
no longer than 150 words.

Note to Teacher: You may want to recall this activity after you have finished A Separate Peace to
compare students’ predictions with the end of the novel.
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Chapter 10

Conflict

Objective:  Considering conflict in a literary text.

Activity
List three different incidents from A Separate Peace that reflect each of the three different types
of conflict.

Man vs. Self
1. “I was subject to the dictates of my mind, which gave me the maneuverability of a
straight jacket.”  (Pg. 26)

2. 

3. 

Man vs. Nature
1. “Winter’s occupation seems to have conquered, overrun and destroyed everything…”
(Pg. 120)
2. 
3. 

Man vs. Man
1. “…I took a step toward him, and then my knees bent and I jounced the limb.”  (Pg.
52)
2. 
3. 
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Chapter 11

Imagery

Objective:  Analyzing the use of imagery in a literary text.

Activity

Find at least one example of imagery in this chapter that appeals to each of these senses.

Sight: “The sun was doing antics among the million specks of dust hanging between us
and casting a brilliant, unstable pool of light on the floor.”  (Pg. 156)

Sound: “Brinker’s many keys, surviving from his class officer period, jingled softly.”
(Pg. 157)

Sight: “From the high ceiling, one of the celebrated Devon chandeliers, all glittering
tears, scattered thin illumination.”  (Pg. 157)

Sound and Sight: “The acoustics were so bad, and the light so dim that I could rarely tell
who was speaking…”  (Pg. 161)

Sound and Sight: “…and the rays of the sun were streaming past them—like—like golden
machine-gun fire.”  (Pg. 166)

Sound: “…the quick rapping of his cane along the corridor and on the first steps of the
marble stairway.”  (Pg. 169)

Smell: “everywhere there was the smell of vitality in clothes, the vital something in wool
and flannel and corduroy which spring releases.” (Pg. 146)

Touch: “A snowball caught me in the back of the head. Finny’s voice followed it. (Pg.
145)

Note to Teacher: Answers may vary. There are many examples in this chapter to choose from.
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Chapter 11

Critical Reading

Objective:  Supporting critical reading through the practical application of ideas from a literary
text.

Activity

In this chapter, Brinker Hadley leads a mock trial to investigate and determine whether Gene
caused Finny to fall from the tree.  Divide into two groups.  Hold a mock trial based on the
events from the novel culminating in this chapter.  Select the accused (Gene), the victim (Finny),
witness(es) (Leper), prosecuting attorneys, defense attorneys, a bailiff, a jury, and a judge.

The prosecuting side will be responsible for developing a case against Gene.  The defense team
will be responsible for writing a defense strategy for Gene.  Members selected for the jury must
listen impartially to each side; in this mock trial, though, each juror should make up a question
for the accused to answer.
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Chapter 12

Foreshadowing

Objective:  Recognizing the use of foreshadowing in a literary text.

Activity

Reread Chapter 1.  Locate the passage that foreshadows Finny’s death in this chapter.

“Nothing endures, not a tree, not love, not even a death by violence.”  (Pg. 6)

Write an obituary for either Finny or Gene.  Ask yourself what information a reporter would
include.  Feel free to create any background information not provided in the novel.  If you
choose to create Gene’s obituary, you must first decide how he dies.  Is it soon after Finny, or
does he live to a ripe old age?  Who are his surviving family and friends?  What are the funeral
arrangements?  The obituary should be a hundred to a hundred and fifty words. Look at the
obituary pages in your local paper for ideas about what kind of information to include.
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Chapter 12

Writing

Objective:  Writing a will based on ideas from the book.

Activity

In this chapter, Finny dies after marrow leaks from his broken leg and causes his heart to stop.
Assume either his or Gene’s identity.  Imagine you know you are going to die, and you are trying
to prepare for it.  Write your Last Will and Testament.  You will need to include your name,
what you are leaving behind—all your possessions and to whom you are bequeathing them.  You
will also need to include your wishes for your funeral, memorial service, burial, or cremation.
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Chapter 13

Structure

Objective:  Understanding plot progression in a literary work.

Activity

Match the literary terms applying to structure with the appropriate definitions.

A. Exposition
B. Complication
C. Crisis
D. Climax
E. Resolution

1. The beginning of the major plot conflict is the _____.
2. The increasing tension in a novel is the _____.
3. The introduction of new information is referred to as _____.
4. The conclusion, which ties up the loose ends, is known as _____.
5. The high point of a narrative breaks the tension and is called the _____.

Answer Key
1. B
2. C
3. A
4. E
5. D
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Chapter 13

Plot

Objective:  Understanding plot progression in a literary work.

Activity

Use this story structure diagram to document the exposition, the rise and fall of the action and the
resolution of A Separate Peace.

Exposition:  A Separate Peace is a first-person narrative told (in flashback) by its southern protagonist, Gene Forrester.  At the
time the events unfold, Gene  is a sixteen-year-old Upper-Middler at Devon School, a boys' prep school in New Hampshire.  The
year is 1942.

Complication:  World War II affects conditions and behavior at the school.  As a hardening regimen, the older boys perform
dangerous jumps from a tree into the Devon River.   Gene's best friend and roommate Phineas (Finny)  convinces Gene to jump
from the tree.  Gene does it, because he does not want Finny to  ridicule him.  Later, he resents Finny for exerting this power
over him.  Gene is jealous of Finny's athletic prowess and his ability to charm everyone he meets.

Crisis:  Gene's inner conflict (his own feelings of inadequacy and his jealousy and resentment of Finny), causes him to knock
Finny out of the tree onto the banks of the river.  Finny breaks his leg.

Climax:  Gene's schoolmates hold a mock trial, in which they convince Finny that Gene intentionally caused him to fall from the
tree.  They pierce the shield of Finny's denial.  Finny, distraught, runs and falls down the marble staircase, sustaining another
break in his leg.

Resolution:  Gene apologizes to Finny and Finny forgives him.  Later, Finny dies as a result of his second injury.  Gene
acknowledges his responsibility, lets go of his need to engage in violence, and faces life with a new understanding of the world.

Exposition Resolution

Setting, Characters, Mood Tying up lose ends

Falling ActionRising Action

Conflict

Incidents

Complication

Problems

Climax

Incidents leading
to a resolution
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Chapter 13

Point of View

Objective:  Understanding the role of point of view in a literary text.

Activity

Examine how a different point of view would change A Separate Peace.  Choose another
character from the novel to narrate the story.  Write a long paragraph or two detailing the
difference in point of view.

My character–

How would the novel change?
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Wrap-Up

Theme

Objective:  Determining the theme of a literary text.

Activity

Using pictures and text from magazines, newspapers, and the Internet, create a poster-size
collage representing the main ideas in A Separate Peace.  Identify what you determine to be the
main theme of the novel, and label it.

Answers will vary. Examples:

Envy, war, freedom, friendship, competition, denial, insecurity, impulsiveness, death, change,
etc.



S-38

Wrap-Up

Theme

Objective:  Determining the theme of a literary text.

Activity

Using pictures and text from magazines, newspapers, and the Internet, create a poster-size
collage representing the main ideas in A Separate Peace.  Identify what you determine to be the
main theme of the novel, and label it.



T-39

Wrap-Up

Genre

Objective:  Understanding genre as it applies to a literary work.

Activity

Use the Internet or appropriate reference materials to investigate genre.  Make a list of the
different genres and define them.  Than determine to what genre A Separate Peace belongs, and
write a paragraph supporting your conclusion.

Sample Answer
A Separate Peace is a fictional coming-of-age novel.  A grown man, Gene Forrester, returns to
Devon school fifteen years after he was a student.  He recalls his attendance, particularly when
he was sixteen, the friends, and the events that transpired.  He begins the story by telling how he
has grown, changed, and lost the fear, but also the joy, of his youth.
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Wrap-Up
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Wrap-Up

Authorial Motivation

Objective:  Learning about the author of a literary work; understanding an author’s motivation.

Activity

Using the appropriate reference books or the Internet, research A Separate Peace author John
Knowles.  Write a brief biography about him.  Include his birth, his education, his work history,
his writing credits, and his death.

Example Biography

John Knowles was born on September 16, 1926 in Fairmont, West Virginia.  He attended public
school until 1942, when he entered Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire.  He graduated
in 1944 and went on to Yale University.  Later, he interrupted his studies at Yale to enlist in the
U.S. Air Force.  At the end of World War II, however, Knowles returned to Yale and graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English.

He worked as a reporter at the Hartford, Connecticut Courant for two years, and then traveled
abroad.  In 1956, he became associate editor at Holiday Magazine in New York.  The magazine
published several of his short stories including “Phineas” (1956), which inspired A Separate
Peace (1959).  This novel won the Rosenthal Award and the William Faulkner Award.

His other works include Morning in Antibes, Indian Summer, The Paragon, Spreading Fires, A
Vein of Riches, Peace Breaks Out, and The Private Life of Axie Reed.  None of these novels
enjoyed the critical success of A Separate Peace.  John Knowles died at his home in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida on November 29, 2001.  He was 75 years old.
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Wrap-Up

Authorial Motivation
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Wrap-Up

Critical Reading

Objective:  Supporting critical reading by extracting ideas from a literary text.

Activity

Review A Separate Peace.  As you do so, concentrate on extracting the main idea from each
chapter.  Note those ideas, and use them to create an appropriate title for each of the thirteen
chapters.

Sometimes, chapter titles come from dialogue in the narrative.  Note any profound or striking
dialogue, and use it to write an alternative title for each of the thirteen chapters.  We have done
two for you.

Based on ideas from the text, Chapter 1 could have been entitled Back to School.
Based on dialogue from the text, a better title might be Nothing Endures.

Chapter 2—A Careless Peace; It’s All the Same War and the Same World.

After you have your chapter titles, examine them for a unifying theme.  Would you change the
name of the novel based on what you have found?  Give the novel a new title.
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Follow-Up

Theme

Objective:  Understanding theme through practical application of ideas from a literary text.

Activity

Create a new dust jacket for the novel.  Include a blurb for the cover, a summary for the inside
sleeve, and a review on the back cover.  Use original art for the front cover.  It must reflect ideas
from the novel.  It may be drawn free hand, assembled like a collage, or computer generated.
Your summary and review must each be at least one hundred words of original text.
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A Separate Peace

Activity Pack

Appendix

Terms and Definitions

Antagonist - the person or force that is in conflict with, or opposes, the protagonist. Example:

Nurse Ratched opposes McMurphy throughout One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.

Atmosphere - the emotional aspect of the work, which contributes to the feeling the reader gets
from the book. Example: Gothic novels like Frankenstein have a gloomy, dark quality to
them, which the author reflects through the depiction of nature, character, and plot.

Characterization - the methods, incidents, speech, etc., an author uses to reveal the people in the
book. Characterization is depicted by what the person says, what others say, and by his or
her actions.

Climax - the point of greatest dramatic tension or excitement in a story. Examples: Othello’s
murder of Desdemona. In To Kill a Mockingbird, the person chasing Scout is killed.

Conflict - the struggle that moves the action forward in a work of literature. There are three types
of conflict, and most books include all three: man versus man (Example:  a typical
Western, in which the sheriff confronts the outlaw); man versus nature (Example:  a
story about someone surviving in a small boat on the ocean); man versus himself
(Example:  a character in a story fighting his or her own drug abuse). Some authorities
consider man versus society a fourth category of conflict (Example: a character  in a
book fighting against the Nazis).

Exposition - the background information that the reader has to know and/or understand before
reading the play or novel. The information is usually dealt with at the beginning of the
book. Sometimes, exposition reveals things that occurred before the actual plot begins.
Example: The chorus in Romeo and Juliet explains the setting, the feud between the
families, and the future deaths of the main characters in fourteen lines of poetry.

Falling Action - additional action that follows the climax. Example: After the deaths near the
end of Hamlet, the Prince of Norway enters, and Horatio explains what happened.

Flashback - a scene that interrupts the ongoing action in a story to show an event that happened
earlier. Example: The movie, Citizen Kane, tells its story almost exclusively through the
memories of its characters, who all knew Kane before his death.
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Flat or Static character - a one-dimensional character who lacks diversity and complexity; a
character who is either all good or all bad and does not change.  Because the character
behaves in just one way, he or she is easy to comprehend. Example: Sherlock Holmes
seems to be calm, deliberative, and in complete charge, regardless of the situation.

Hyperbole- exaggeration for emphasis; overstatement. Example: I’ve told you a million times
to…

Imagery - the use of words to evoke impressions and meanings that are more than just the basic,
accepted definitions of the words themselves. Example: The quotation, “Get thee to a
nunnery,” from Hamlet implies that Ophelia must regain her purity and chastity and does
not simply mean that she needs to go to a convent.

Inference - the act of drawing a conclusion that is not actually stated by the author. Example: In
The Pigman, John and Lorraine are writing a “memorial epic” about Mr. Pignati.
Therefore, the reader may logically assume that Mr. Pignati dies in the book.

Metaphor - a comparison of two things that are basically dissimilar in which one is described in
terms of the other. Example: The moon, a haunting lantern, shone through the clouds.

Personification - a figure of speech in which an object, abstract idea, or animal is given human
characteristics. Examples: The wall did its best to keep out the invaders.

“Because I could not stop for Death,
He kindly stopped for me.”
–Emily Dickinson

Plot - the pattern of events in a literary work; what happens.

Point of View - the position or vantage point, determined by the author, from which the story
seems to come to the reader. The two most common points of view are First-person and
Third-person. Examples: First-person point of view occurs in The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn; the reader receives all information through Huck’s eyes. An example
of third-person point of view is Dickens’ Hard Times, in which the narrator is not a
character in the book.

Protagonist - the central or main character in a story around whom the plot centers. Examples:
Hester Prynne in The Scarlet Letter; David Copperfield in David Copperfield.

Resolution - the part of the story in which all the problems are solved and/or the secrets revealed.

Rising Action - the part of the story’s plot that adds complications to the problems and increases
the reader’s interest.
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Round Characters - characters that have many sides; they have both faults and virtues and,
therefore, are able to surprise the reader.  They are like real people. Example: Shylock in
The Merchant of Venice is arrogant, humble, proud, meek, angry, and submissive, and
has many other qualities.

Setting - when and where the short story, play, or novel takes place. Examples: Macbeth takes
place in the eleventh century in Scotland. The Old Man and the Sea has its main setting
on the ocean outside Havana, Cuba, in an unspecified time in the middle-to-late 20th-
century.

Simile - a comparison between two different things using either like or as. Examples: I am as
hungry as a horse. The huge trees broke like twigs during the hurricane.

Symbol - an object, person, or place that has a meaning in itself and that also stands for
something larger than itself, usually an idea or concept; some concrete thing which
represents an abstraction. Example: The sea could be symbolic for “the unknown.” Since
the sea is something that is physical and can be seen by the reader, and also has elements
that cannot be understood, it can be used symbolically to stand for the abstraction of
“mystery,” “obscurity,” or “the unknown.”

Theme - the central or dominant idea behind the story; the most important aspect that emerges
from how the book treats its subject. Sometimes theme is easy to see, but, at other times,
it may be more difficult. Theme is usually expressed indirectly, as an element the reader
must figure out. It is a universal statement about humanity, rather than a simple statement
dealing with plot or characters in the story. Themes are generally hinted at through
different methods: a phrase or quotation that introduces the novel, a recurring element in
the book, or an observation made that is reinforced through plot, dialogue, or characters.
It must be emphasized that not all works of literature have themes in them. Example: In a
story about a man who is diagnosed with cancer and, through medicine and will-power,
returns to his former occupation, the theme might be: “Real courage is demonstrated
through internal bravery and perseverance.” In a poem about a flower that grows, blooms,
and dies, the theme might be: “Youth fades, and death comes to all.”
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SMALL GROUP LEARNING

Small Group Learning is defined as two to five students working together for a common goal.
For it to be successful, three basic elements must be present.

1. SOCIAL SKILLS IN GROUP WORK: Most students, unless they are taught the appropriate
skills, do not participate as effectively as they might in small group work. Like any other
skill, those needed for group work must be identified, practiced, and reinforced. To this
end, we have included a Social Skills Behavior Checklist which we will ask you to use to
rate your group. At this time, please read the related objectives listed below.

Social-Behavioral Objectives
1. Everyone is addressed by his or her first name.
2. Everyone speaks quietly in order not to disturb other groups.
3. No one ever uses put-downs or name calling.
4. Everyone is always physically and mentally part of the group. The following are

prohibited and may result in the group’s grade being lowered:
A. Putting one’s head down on the desk.
B. Reading or working on unrelated items.
C. Moving about the room or talking to members of other groups.

5. Everyone is encouraged to participate and does participate.
6. Everyone offers praise and encouragement.
7. Everyone recognizes that on some points of opinion two equally valid points of

view can be supported.
8. Everyone also recognizes, however, that the worth of an idea (opinion) depends

on the strength of the facts that support it.

Social-Intellectual Objectives
9. Ideas are discussed aloud.
10. Ideas are summarized.
11. Clarification is asked for and received.
12. Explanations are given until everyone understands.
13. Ideas, not people, are criticized.
14. Difficult ideas are paraphrased.
15. Multiple points of view are examined.
16. Work is organized within available time and available resources.
17. Questions are asked and answered satisfactorily.
18. Ideas are examined, elaborated on, and pulled together.
19. Reasons and rationale are asked for and provided.
20. Conclusions are challenged with new information.
21. Ideas are created in brainstorming.
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2. POSITIVE INTERDEPENDENCE: Critical to successful group work is the realization on
the part of the students “that we are all in this together; we either sink or swim as a group.”
In terms of this unit, it may mean that everyone in the group will share the group grade on
the project, whether it is an “A” or an “F.”

3. INDIVIDUAL ACCOUNTABILITY: The bottom line of any teaching method is, of course,
how well the students have mastered the objectives being taught. Therefore, you must
understand that the small group process, while it is more fun than other methods, is serious
business. At the conclusion of this unit, a test may be used to evaluate how well each
individual has mastered the objectives. As a consequence, the student who slacks off in the
group or in his homework not only lets the group down, but also hurts him or herself.
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PROCEDURES FOR SMALL GROUP WORK

As well as mastery of content and concepts, grades will be based on the demonstration of
the following skills.

1. Linguistic-Intellectual Skills – These skills are fostered when students examine ideas from
multiple points of view and critically probe for strengths and weaknesses.

2. Group Social Skills – Before anything else can be mastered, the small group must function
effectively as a learning unit, which makes the mastery of these skills the first priority.

Linguistic-Intellectual Examples of these skills in action
Skills to be Demonstrated

Explaining It seems to me…
One way of looking at it…
How does everyone feel about…
The idea that…

Encouraging What’s your idea?
I didn’t think of that.
Good idea!
That helps.
Good; go on with that thought.

Clarifying Let’s put it this way...
Perhaps if we draw a chart...
It may mean that....
How does this sound...
Where does this lead us?

Elaborating That’s right and it also may include...
Another instance of that is when...
A point we might also include...

Qualifying I agree with your premise, but...
I see it leading somewhere else...
That is one reason, but it may also...
I agree with the examples, but I come to a different conclusion.
Does that conclusion hold up in every instance?

Questioning Why do you say that?
What is the proof for that conclusion?
Is that a valid generalization?
How did you reach that point?

Disagreeing It seems to me there could be a different reason.
But looking at it from his point of view...
We may be jumping to a conclusion without looking at all the facts.
Here’s another way of looking at it...
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 SMALL GROUP EVALUATION SHEET

Social-Behavioral Skills in our group Poor            Good

1. Everyone is addressed by his or her first name. 1 2 3 4 5

2. Everyone speaks quietly. (If one group gets loud, other groups 1 2 3 4 5

get louder to hear each other.)

3. No one ever uses put-downs or name calling. 1 2 3 4 5

4. Everyone is always physically and mentally part of the group. 1 2 3 4 5

5. Everyone is encouraged to and does participate. 1 2 3 4 5

6. Everyone offers praise and encouragement. 1 2 3 4 5

7. Everyone recognizes that on some opinions, two 1 2 3 4 5

equally valid points of view can be supported.

8. Everyone also recognizes, however, that the worth of an idea 1 2 3 4 5

(opinion) depends on the strength of the facts that support it.

Social-Intellectual Skills in our group

9. Ideas are examined and discussed aloud. 1 2 3 4 5

10. Ideas are summarized. 1 2 3 4 5

11. Clarification is asked for and received. 1 2 3 4 5

12. Explanations are given until everyone understands. 1 2 3 4 5

13. Ideas, not people, are criticized. 1 2 3 4 5

14. Difficult ideas are paraphrased. 1 2 3 4 5

15. Multiple points of view are examined. 1 2 3 4 5

16. Work is organized within available time and available resources. 1 2 3 4 5

17. Questions are asked and answered satisfactorily. 1 2 3 4 5

18. Ideas are examined, elaborated on, and pulled together. 1 2 3 4 5

19. Reasons and rationales are asked for and provided. 1 2 3 4 5

20. Conclusions are challenged with new information. 1 2 3 4 5

21. Ideas are created in brainstorming. 1 2 3 4 5

______________

Total Score



A-8

STUDENT ROLES IN GROUP DISCUSSIONS

1. Reader: The reader’s job is to read the questions aloud and to be sure everyone knows the
meaning of unfamiliar words and understands the questions.

2. Recorder: The recorder takes notes and is responsible for writing down the group’s final
answers.

3. Timer and Voice Monitor: The timer and voice monitor is responsible for reminding
individuals when they get too loud and for keeping track of the time. Because of a concern
for finishing the project on time, the monitor will be the one to get the students back on
task when they stray or get bogged down on one point.

4. Checker and Encourager: This person’s chief responsibility is to encourage all members
to contribute, to compliment when appropriate, and to remind everyone of the necessity of
avoiding name calling and/or put-downs.
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Writing Poems

1. Definition Poem
Start with an abstract word.  Then give images of that word.

Definition poems can begin as follows:

Happiness is
or

A delinquent’s life is

The lines that follow define the abstraction by giving specific, detailed examples or
images.

2. Cinquain – a poem 5 lines long that does not rhyme.
line 1 has two syllables
line 2 has four
line 3 has six
line 4 has eight
line 5 has two again

My dog
The best, I think
Of course, you may have one.
Mine has to be cuter than yours
She’s mine
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3. Diamantes
A diamante is a diamond-shaped poem based on contrasts.  Although there are variations,
the most common pattern produces a seven-line poem with the following form:

Line 1 – one word, usually a noun
Line 2 – two adjectives that describe the noun
Line 3 – three participles also describing the noun
Line 4 – provides a transition from the word in line 1 to the word in line 7
Line 5 – three participles that describe the noun in line 7
Line 6 – two adjectives that describe the noun in line 7
Line 7 – a noun that contrasts with line 1

Fire
orange and yellow

licking, leaping, lighting
caught between desire and indifference

staring, glaring, glistening
silver and blue

Ice

12. Many other types of poems are written in a free, non-rhyming form, without a standard
meter, but arranged in stanzas. These will probably be the easiest for you to write, although
you are encouraged to attempt all types of poetry.

The thousand knights in armor
And on horses
Flew down the hill,
Yelling their ferocious battle cries
To make us tremble and retreat.
We stayed,
Ready to meet our death
Proudly.

13. One of the most well-known poetic forms is Haiku, and it is quite simple to write. It consists
of three lines only that may not rhyme. The first line has 5 syllables, the second has seven,
and the third has five again.

Many winters pass;
The oak grows taller each year.
When will acorns form?
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Panel Discussion

Groups should face the rest of the class, which acts as an audience. Each member of the
discussion should be required to speak on the topic assigned. The length of each remark should
be limited to no more than 5 minutes. Each speaker’s area of discussion should lead into the next
speaker’s; therefore, you need careful preparation and a good sequence for discussion.

After your group covers the topic completely, members of the audience are encouraged to ask
questions of the panelists.

Note to teacher: This step is important to prevent students from asking questions that members of
the panel will eventually cover, thus depriving the panelist of his or her full speaking time.

You will be judged by the information you give, your backed-up opinions, and your answers to
the audience’s questions.
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Directions for a Debate

1. The speakers representing the opposing groups should state the position and arguments of
the group.

2. After both groups have presented their viewpoints, students of each group should discuss
how they could refute the arguments of the opposing groups.

3. The speakers of each group should present their position again, including their points to
refute the opposing group.

4. The class can vote for the most convincing argument.
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Dramatization of Scenes in the Novel

Drama: Drama according to Aristotle is “imitated human action” presented
through dialogue meant to instruct or entertain.

Dramatic Monologue: A person speaks to a silent audience, revealing an
aspect of his or her character, expressing a
viewpoint.

Comments: Often, sections of literary works seem to portray intense or
captivating interaction, drama, between characters.  While reading, visualize how
the characters move in terms of their gestures and in relation to each other.  See
them touching each other or backing away.  Hear the tones in their voices and the
inflections, volume, and emphasis they use when they speak to each other.
Imaginatively experience the feelings and meanings they are communicating to
each other.
We do not expect that students will be above-average performers, and we do not
feel they should be judged on “acting” as a major criterion in any dramatization.
Students should be expected to capture the characters they portray and exhibit the
truth of whatever the activity calls for. These types of activities are not intended
to be polished Hollywood performances, nor the quality one would even see on a
High School stage. That takes a class in drama or a group of talented performers
who have a great deal of time to prepare. Our acting activities are designed only
to reveal character or plot to the audience.
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