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Westward Movement

Teacher's Guide

Creative Activities
for teaching
American History
The Westward Movement
SS119
Introduction

These twenty puzzles, games and
activities are designed to engage the students in
the issues involved in the settlement of the West.
The activities emphasize decision making and
problem solving skills. Nine puzzles describe the
culture and technology of the frontier.

These materials may be reproduced for use
in the single school which purchased the unit. Repro-
duction for any other purpose is strictly prohibited
without the written permission of the publisher.

Contents
Activities
1 Trail Boss (Pages 5-8)
Would you make the same fatal decisions
that the Donner Party did?

2 Wagon Train (Page 9)
Students construct covered wagons.

3-8 What Are They? (Pages 10-15)

Seven puzzles require students to identify
items associated with the frontier. Includes:
household items, clothing, cowboy equipment, the
wagon train, farm equipment and weapons.

9 The Cattle Baron Game
(Pages 16-19)

Four activities help students decide if they
would be successful cattle barons.

10-15 You Decide (Pages 20-25)

Six case studies of important issues: the
Vigilance Committee, Foreign Miners’ Tax, The
160 Acre Limit, Owens Valley Water Fight, na-
tional parks, and land conflicts. Students can
research the results of the actual events.

16 Language of the West (Pages 26-27))

17 Grub (Page 28)
Students figure out the real contents of
typical frontier menus.

18 Rodeo (Page 29)

A classroom activity for introducing or
summarizing a unit about the Westward Move-
ment.

19 The Big Four (Pages 30-32)

A valuing exercise in play form. Students
evaluate the motives and actions of the men who
built the trans-continental railroad.

20 Indian Treaty (Pages 33-34)
An exercise in negotiations for Indian land.
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Westward Movement

1 Trail Boss

A decision-making activity in which the stud-
nets face the same decisions that the ill-fated
Donner Party had to make. There is a page
which indicates what the actual decisions were
and how those decisions got them into trouble.

2 Wagon Train
A hands-on activity in which students con-
struct a covered wagon from a milk carton.

3-8 What Are They?

The first five puzzles have the students iden-
tify objects used in the Old West. The sixth
puzzle has students arrange guns in the chrono-
logical order of their development. Answers are
on a separate page.

9 The Cattle Baron Game

In this game students take a chance on
making a fortune in raising cattle. Students must
identify brands and cattle rustlers.

10-15 You Decide

Case studies of issues in the history of the
West. Students are to decide what they would
do in the same circumstances. The actual deci-
sions are below.

10 Vigilance Committee
The governor called out the militia to enforce
the law.

11 Foreign Miners’ Tax
The foreign miners protested the tax. The
legislature later changed the law.

12 Battle of Mussel Slough

The farmers fought it out using guns. Some
were arrested but the jury refused to convict
them.

13 Yosemite Valley
Muir’s point of view prevailed in this case.

14 160 Acre Limit

The 160 acre limit was ruled unconstitutional
by the California Supreme Court, but he ruling
was overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court.
Recently, Congress raised the limit.

15 Owens Valley Water Fight

Farmers attempted to destroy the aquaduct
with dynamite. They also appealed to the voters
of Los Angeles and the Federal Government but
failed to convince them. Many farmers had to
move from the valley.

16 Language of the West

Students have to decipher the colorful lan-
guage of the Old West. Answers are on a
separate page.

17 Grub

Students have to figure out what they are
eating from menus of a trail drive and a logging
camp. Answers are on a separate page.

18 Rodeo

Activities for introducing or concluding a unit
on the Old West. Contains activities that will
appeal to a broad range of interests and abili-
ties.

19 The Big Four

A short readers theatre play about the
people who built the first transcontinental rail-
road. Students must make the decision that
Theodore Judah faced in dealing with the Big
Four. Judah decided to accept their offer and
travelled to the East Coast in an attempt to raise
money to buy them out. He died on the way.

20 Indian Treaty
Students must negotiate an agreement be-
tween the Indians and the U.S. Government.
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Westward Movement

Activity 3

Students must identify equipment used with horses. Answers: A, bridle; B, cinch to hold
the saddle on; C, feed bag; D, bit used to guide the horse, fits in mouth; E, saddle; F, reins; C,
stirrup strap; H, stirrup; |, hobbles to keep the horse from running when at rest.

Activity 4

Students must identify common household items. Answers: A, hot-coal carrier to keep
you warm at night; B, flintlock lighter and matches; C, a self-righting cuspador used for spitting
tobacco; D, Betty lamp which used oil; E, hot-coal warmer for putting under the bed at night; F,
a butter churn.

Activity 5

Students must identify personal items. Answers: A, cigar cutter (they did not use ciga-
rettes, just cigars and chewing tobacco); B, bootjack to help take off cowboy boots; C, spur to
make the horse move by kicking it in its sides; D, key for winding a watch; E, stogie, a type of
cigar; F, dickey which served as a shirt front; G, Colt derringer, a small pistol; H, top hat; I,
paper cuffs and collar (purchased at 5 dozen for a dollar; they were worn once and thrown
away).

Activity 6

Students must identify equipment used on wagons. Answers: A, doubletree which was
used to harness the horses to a wagon; B, singletree which was used to harness horses to a
wagon; C, tar bucket which carried tar to lubricate the wheels; D, wagon jack to hoist the
wagon up to repair broken wheels; E, water bucket; F, bullwhip to drive the horses; G,
Conestoga wagon which was about 26 feet long and 11 feet high. It weighed 3,000 pounds.
(Compare this to a 1/2 ton pick-up truck of today.)

Activity 7

Students must identify farm implements. Answers: A, tail-lopper for cutting off the tails
of cattle and horses; B, steam engine; C, posthole digger; D, clapper for scaring birds away; E,
scythe for harvesting grain; F, seed drill for planting seeds; G, bull-clip for leading bulls.

Activity 8

Students must arrange guns in order of development. Answers: F, an 1814 flintlock.
Fired by pouring powder down the barrel; C, Sharp’s carbine, 1848; D, Henry repeater, in-
vented during Civil War and was the forerunner of the famous Winchester; A Springdfield, 1864,
used by the North during the Civil War; E, 1873 Winchester: B, 1903 Springfield, the standard
rifle for U.S. Army until World War .
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Westward Movement Trail Boss

Pioneers struggled westward and
overcame fearsome obstacles to reach their
goal. One of the most famous of these pio-
neer groups was the Donner Party.

The Donner Party found itself trapped
by snow in the High Sierras. Before the survi-
vors found their way to the Sacramento Valley
of California, they resorted to cannibalism in
order to survive.

The fate of the Donner Party was
determined long before they reached the
Sierras by a series of unfortunate decisions
that were made by the leaders of the party.

In this activity you are presented with
the same decisions. What would you have
done if you had been in the same position?

Decision 1

You are at Fort Bridger in Wyoming. You can either follow the old trail or take a new
trail. Jim Bridger, a famous mountain man, assures you the new trail is 350 to 400 miles
shorter and is mostly smooth. You know you have to reach the Sierra Nevada Mountains
before the snow begins to fall. The guide knows the route; however, he is not at the fort. He
has gone on ahead with another party. What do you do? Follow the old route or take the new
route?

A. Follow the old route.

B. Take the new route.

Decision 2

You have reached the barren desert. It took great effort to cross the Wasatch Moun-
tains. The animals are tired. When you reached the edge of the desert you found a note left by
the guide. It said that the desert crossing will take two days and nights of hard driving. You rest
36 hours then proceed across the desert. After three days and nights you are still in the desert.
You are out of water and the oxen are exhausted. Do you abandon the wagons and drive the
animals to water, or do you keep pushing with the hope that you will find water soon? Driving
the animals ahead will mean leaving the families and wagons behind. Some of the animals
may be lost. Keeping the oxen to pull the wagons may mean some, or all, will die. What do you
do?

A. Release the animals to find water.

B. Keep the animals with the wagons.
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Westward Movement Trail Boss

Decision 3

The desert has been crossed. The oxen of the Donners are much fresher than the rest.
They can move faster. Someone suggests that the group split in two. The grass along the
Humboldt River is scanty and by splitting the party into two parts more grass will be available
to the oxen. Those who want to keep the group together realize that dividing will make them
more vulnerable to the Indians who are now following the party. What would you do?

A. Split the party into two groups.
B. Keep the party together as one group.

Decision 4

The party has crossed the desert and followed the course of the Humboldt River. While
climbing a hill, the teams of two wagons become entangled. A fight takes place and James
Reed Kills the driver of one of the wagons. The driver attempted to hit Reed with his whip and
Reed struck in self-defense. A meeting is held to decide what to do with Reed. Some want to
kill him on the spot. Others want him to leave the party and go on alone, leaving his wagon,
wife and children behind. If he is forced to go on alone, it is likely that he will be killed by Indi-
ans or will starve to death. How would you decide?

A. Reed should be made to leave the party unarmed.
B. Reed should be killed on the spot.
C. Reed should be allowed to remain.

Decision 5

The oldest member of the party is left behind on the trail. He was riding in the wagon
with Keseberg. Keseberg put him out and made him walk. Eddy finds him sitting alongside the
trail with bare and bleeding feet. Eddy offers to give him a ride after he gets his wagon through
a difficult stretch of the trail. Eddy, involved with the struggles of getting his wagon over the
trail, forgot about the old man until that night. When the old man did not appear in camp, Eddy
stayed up all night keeping a bonfire lit to guide the old man to camp. At daybreak, he asked
others who had fresh horses to loan him a horse to find the old man. Some said that the old
man would be dead by now and there was no need to risk a good horse to find him. If you
were asked, what would you do?

A. Lend the horse with the risk that it would be captured by the Indians.

B. Refuse to lend the horse because it might be valuable in saving your life down the
trail.

Copyright 1983, revised 1996 by Stevens & Shea Publishers, Inc. Page 6



Westward Movement Trail Boss

Decision 6

The party has reached the bottom of the Sierras. One of the members of the party,
Stanton, had gone on ahead and returned with some supplies. It is now early October and the
first snow has begun to fall. Stanton urges the party to rest for a few days before beginning the
arduous climb over the pass. He says that the pass is usually not closed by snow until Novem-
ber. Others, worried that the pass would be closed by snow and they would be trapped, want
to immediately press on. Stanton says the pass is steep, and the oxen will need rest and food.
What do you do?

A. Rest for several days before pressing on.
B. Immediately start climbing the pass.

Decision 7

You are trapped in the Sierras by snow. Two groups have attempted to hike out but
failed to get across the pass. The snow is too deep. This time snowshoes are fashioned for the
hikers. Stanton, who has been across the pass, knows the way to Bear Valley. He is convinced
that the party can make it. They have food to last six days. He thinks they can make five to six
miles a day on the snowshoes. Bear Valley, he figures, is thirty miles away. The people left in
the camp have some supplies that hopefully will last until rescuers come. What would you do?

A. Leave with Stanton.

B. Stay and wait for rescue.
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Westward Movement Trail Boss

What the Donner Party did.

Decision 1
They decided to follow the new trail. They had extreme difficulty crossing the Wasatch
mountains. They lost time, and more importantly, exhausted their oxen.

Decision 2

They released the oxen to find water. While no people lost their lives crossing the
desert, 36 oxen died. This not only slowed the group down, but, when it did become trapped
by the snow, the oxen could have been a valuable source of food.

Decision 3
They split the party into two groups. This decision did make them vulnerable to attacks
by Indians and they lost more oxen on the trip across the Nevada desert.

Decision 4

Reed was forced to leave unarmed. A friend brought him a gun. He managed to survive
and catch up with the party ahead of the Donner group. The decision, ironically, was to the
advantage of the Donner Party. Reed led rescue efforts to free the Donner Party from the
Sierra snows.

Decision 5

No one would give Eddy a horse to find the old man. He was left to die on the trail. This
incident did not affect the future survival of the party but showed the selfishness of some of the
members of the party.

Decision 6

They rested a few days following Stanton’s advice. When they reached the top of the
pass, snow blocked their way. Stanton had no way of knowing that the snow would fall earlier
than usual. However, if they had pushed on immediately, they might have beaten the early
snow. There was the question, though, of whether or not the oxen would have been strong
enough to pull the wagons up the mountains.

Decision 7

Stanton died on the way and the party became lost. Most of the people who decided to
go with Stanton also died. It was on this escape that the first cannibalism took place. The
survivors began to eat flesh from those who had died. Many of those who stayed behind at the
camp on Donner Pass were later rescued.
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Westward Movement Wagon Train

Students can easily construct a wagon
from a milk carton or shoe box.

- ~ < The top half of the milk carton must be
removed. A sharp knife or single edged razor
blade can be used for this purpose. The top
portion of the carton must be unfolded and the
top and bottom parts removed. The two sides
can then be folded and taped shut to form a
flat surface. This will be the front of the
wagon.

Commm— ~

The sides can then be wrapped with
masking tape to simulate wood boards.

The axles can be formed from strips of
cardboard. The ends must be bent to attach
the wheels. The back axle should be glued to
the carton. The front axle should be attached
with a brass brad. A long narrow piece of
cardboard or a stick can be used for the “tree”
to which the horses are hitched.

The driver's seat and the wheels can
be cut from cardboard. The wheels can be
attached with brass brads.

Wire can be used to form the frame-
work for the canvas cover. The cover can be
made from cloth which can be taped to the
wire frame.
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What Are They?

Westward Movement

Can you identify these

objects?

Page 10
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Westward Movement What Are They?

Can you identify these
objects?
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Westward Movement What Are They?

Can you identify these
objects?
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Westward Movement What Are They?

These items are associated
with wagons. What are they?
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Westward Movement What Are They?

=

These items are used in
farming. What are they?
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Westward Movement Old Guns

Arrange these guns in the order they
were developed, beginning with the
earliest.
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Westward Movement

The Cattle Baron Game

This activity is designed to
give students an idea of the
rewards and risks of cattle raising
on the frontier during the 1870’s
and 80’s. The following three
pages should be reproduced for
the entire class. The game is
divided into four parts and can be
played in one class period.

The first two parts require
guesses as to the year students
will drive their cattle to market.
They will pick a number to deter-
mine the price. Weather and
stampedes could be disastrous to
the herd. The blizzards of 1886
and 1887 destroyed many herds
and bankrupted many cattle
barons. Prices also fluctuated
with the supply and demand.

There were other hazards as well.
Rustlers were a threat. In this activity the
students will have to identify four famous
rustlers of the Old West. Of course, since the
cattle roamed the open range, brands would
have to be recognized. The last activity in-
volves reading brands.

The correct answers and scoring are
below.

Year to drive cattle to market

Cattlemen usually drove their cattle to
market each year. For the sake of simplicity,
the students are to select only one year. For
any year they pick aside from 1886 and 1887
they will receive $100,000. For 1886 and
1887 they will receive zero.

Pick a number to find the price

Since prices fluctuated from year to
year, the cattle barons could never be sure
what they would get for their cattle until they
reached the cattle towns in Kansas and met
the buyers. Most years were good, however,
because our country had a rapidly expanding
population. If the students pick 2, 5, or 8 (they
are to select only one number), give them
$25,000. All of the remaining numbers are
worth $50,000.

Cattle rustlers

John Larn, Henry Antrim, Wes Hardin
and Belle Starr were all cattle rustlers. Sam
Bass was a cattleman and famous outlaw, but
he never rustled cattle. The remainder are
famous sheriffs and judges of the Old West.
Henry Antrim is the real name of Billy the Kid.
Give $10,000 for each rustler they correctly
identify.

Brands

1. Circle M 2. Leaning H Bar 3. Dia-
mond V or W 4. Circle Two Bar or Circle
Double Bar 5. Triangle Slash 6. Box W or
Square W. Give $10,000 for each brand
correctly identified.

Copyright 1983, revised 1996 by Stevens & Shea Publishers, Inc.
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The Cattle Baron Game

Student Directions

After the Civil War many people started
to move west. Some found a quick but risky
way to get rich: raising cattle.

Enormous herds of cattle were raised
in Texas, Wyoming and Montana. They were
driven to Kansas on long trail drives where
they were loaded on railroad cars for ship-
ment to markets in the east.

There were many risks in the cattle
business. Blizzards, stampedes and cattle
rustlers were a constant threat. In this game
you are to pretend you are a Cattle Baron.
The game has four parts.

Directions

1. Decide what year you want to drive your
cattle to market. An unexpected blizzard could
destroy your herd. Your teacher will tell you
whether or not a blizzard hit.

2. Pick a number from the price column. The
price you receive for your cattle depends
upon supply and demand. Your teacher will
tell you how well you did.

3. Cattle rustlers were a constant menace.
See if you can pick out the rustlers from this
list of famous Westerners. There are four
rustlers. Your teacher will tell you if you're
right.

4. On the open range you could identify your
cattle only by the brand. See if you can read
the brands. There are six brands to read.

Write your answers here:
1. Year:

2. Price number:

3. Rustlers:

4. Brands:

Amount earned
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Westward Movement

The Cattle Baron Game

Pick a year to drive your cattle to

market.

1881
1882
1883
1884
1885
1886
1887
1888
1889
1890

Find the cattle rustlers on this list of
famous westerners.

William T. Coleman

Wyatt Earp
John Larn

L. H. McNelly
Pat Garrett
Tom Smith
Sam Bass
Henry Antrim
Roy Bean

Seth Bullock
Belle Starr
Charles Parker
Bat Masterson
Wild Bill Hickok
Wes Hardin

Pick a number to find out what the
price you receive will be.

0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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Westward Movement The Cattle Baron Game

Brands

Brands were a means of telling who owned what cattle on the open range. Since there
were no fences or property lines, cattle wandered freely. A brand told who owned them. Each
ranch had its own brand.

Circle Star W Diamond Running O

There are simple rules to follow in reading brands. A short horizontal line ( ) is
called a Bar. If itis a vertical line () itis a One. If it is extended ( ), itis a Line or
Rail. When it is slanted ( ), it is a Slash. The letter A without its bar ( ) is called an
Open A. The same mark above another mark is called a Rafter.

Another basic symbol is the Box or Square ( ). There is also a Half Box or
Staple ( )- A rectangle ( ) is a Block. Other basic forms are the Diamond ( )s
the Triangle ( ), the Circle ( ), the Half Circle ( ), and the Quarter Circle ( ).
The last symbol, if placed under and touching another symbol becomes a Rocker. A small
circle () is know as a Hole and a solid circle ( ) is a Dot or Period.

. @ 2.

1

4
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Vigilance Committee

In early California the peace-keeping
system was not well established. Many dis-
trusted their government to enforce the law,
so they took the law into their own hands.

In San Francisico vigilante groups had
taken over law enforcement from the regular
government on three separate occasions. In
1856, it happened again.

The Vigilance Committee came to life
under the leadership of William T. Coleman,
as a result of two killings. One involved Gen-
eral William H. Richardson, a newspaper
editor , who accosted a gambler named
Charles Cora on the street . Richardson
attempted to shoot Cora, but Cora drew first
and killed Richardson. It seems that Cora had
sat in front of him at the opera with
Richardson’s mistress, a famous prostitute.

The second shooting that inspired the
Vigilance Committee was that of a local
newspaper editor by a local politician, James
Casey. The newspaper editor had published
the fact that Casey had served time in prison
in New York before coming to California.

The Vigilance Committee formed
immediately after the shootings. The 2,500
armed members stormed the local jail and
took Casey and Cora and put them on trial.
The Committee had taken over the govern-
ment of San Francisco.

Many people did not like the Vigilance
Committee . They thought the enforcement of
the law should be left to the government . A
group called the Law and Order Party was
formed to oppose the Vigilance Committee.
They asked the Governer of California to
intervene . On May 17, Governor J. Neely
Johnson came to San Francisco to confer
with Coleman.

On the 20th , while Cora was
being tried, word came that the newspaper
editor had died. The Committee unanimously
condemned Casey to die, and by a bare
majority convicted Cora. Both were hanged
on the 22nd.

The Law and Order group hoped that
the Vigilantes would now disband. They did
not. They continued to make more arrests .
They also had 6,000 men under arms.

One leader of the Law and Order Party
was John McDougal whose political career
was ruined by opposing earlier vigilante
groups. The Law and Order group asked the
Governor to call out the militia to put the law
back into the hands of the government.

If you were the governor, what would you
do?
A. Do nothing , and tolerate the
Vigilantes.

B. Call out the militia to put down the
Vigilantes.

Copyright 1983, revised 1996 by Stevens & Shea Publishers, Inc.
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Foreign Miners' Tax

James Wilson Marshall “discovered”

gold in March of 1848. It was not the first
time that gold had been discovered in Califor-
nia. Francisco Lopez had found some gold
near Los Angeles several years before. This
time it was different, however, and people
became seized with “gold fever”.

Among the first to flock to the gold
fields of Northern California were large num-
bers of Mexicans from the Mexican state of
Sonora. (The town of Sonora, California, is
named in honor of their origin.) In 1849,
about 15,000 Mexican miners worked in the
southern part of the Mother Lode, from Son-
ora to Mariposa.

That same year large numbers of
Anglo miners from the East Coast of the
United States began to arrive. Most of them
were inexperienced in mining. The Mexi-
cans, on the other hand, had been mining for
many years in their home state. They taught
the Anglos many of the techniques of mining.
The flat bottomed pan, for example, used for
washing gold from the streams, was a Mexi-
can device called the “batea”.

The Anglo miners did not like competi-
tion from “foreigners”. Many Spanish speak-
ing miners were native Californians and were
citizens of the United States, but the newly
arrived Anglos from the East still viewed them
as foreigners, and they wanted them out.

In order to force them to leave legally,
Senator Thomas Jefferson Green introduced
a law which was passed by the California
Legislature. The law required any miner who
was not a citizen of the United States to pay
a fee of $20 a month. Many of the Mexican
miners were not citizens and so they had no
say inthe government.

Contrary to popular opinion, most
mining was not a “get-rich-quick” proposition.
It was hard work for little reward. Most of the
gold that was easy to get had been found
earlier.

If you were a Mexican miner, what would
you have done?

A. Pack up and return to Mexico.

B. Refuse to pay the tax and organize to
defend yourself against the State of Califor-
nia.

C. Give up mining and turn to another occu-
pation, or steal gold from the Anglo miners.

D. Try to persuade those who were citizens
(and could influence how laws were made) to
change the law.
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Battle of Mussel Slough

The Federal Government gave the
railroads land for constructing railroads with
the idea that they would sell to farmers who
would, of course, need a railroad to ship their
products to market. The railroad put land up
for sale around a place called Mussel Slough
(pronounced "slue") in the San Joaquin
Valley of California. Mussel Slough is near
Hartford in Kings County.

The railroad did not have title to the
land yet but the government had promised
the land to the railroad for constructing a
track in the area.

The railroad promised the land would
be sold for $2.50 an acre. The settlers were
promised that they could buy the land as
soon as the railroad obtained title to it and
that the price would not include improve-
ments made by the settlers.

People settled in the area from 1872 to
1875 and built an irrigation system. By 1878
the railroad had obtained title to the land and
the land went up for sale at $17 to $40 dollars
an acre.

The settlers said that the railroad was
trying to cheat them and had included the
price of the settlers' improvements, such as
farm houses and the irrigation system, in the
new price.

They sued the railroad. The Federal
Courts, however, said the railroad was within
its rights.

Two men, Walter J. Crow and Mills D.
Hart offered to buy some of the land at $25
an acre. The settlers said that Crow and Hart,
whom they called Buzzard and Gizzard, were
really dummy buyers for the railroad.

On the morning of May 11, 1880, Crow
and Hart, along with a Federal Marshall, rode
to Mussel Slough to take over the land and
evict the settlers.

If you were one of the settlers, what
would you have done?

A. Fight it out using guns to keep the

sheriff and Crow and Hart from taking

the land.

B. Be willing to pay the same price as
Crow and Hart for the land.

C. Give up the land and move.
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Yosemite Valley

Beautiful Yosemite Valley is located in
the High Sierras. It was first discovered by a
party of explorers and trappers led by Joseph
Walker in 1833.

In 1851 it was rediscovered by Colonel
Savage and the Mariposa Battalion who
were pursuing a band of Yosemite and
Chowchilla Indians.

Yosemite’s spectacular scenery be-
came a subject for many of California’s early
artists, and its fame spread. Frederick Lewis
Olmstead, who designed Central Park in New
York City and Golden Gate Park in San
Francisco, became enchanted with
Yosemite’s beauty on one of his visits to
California. He persuaded President Lincoln
and Congress to turn Yosemite over to the
state of California so that it could become a
park. At this time there was no such idea as a
national park. Olmstead became the first
director of the park.

John Muir, born in Scotland and raised
on a wilderness farm in Wisconsin, first came
to Yosemite in 1868. He, more than anyone
else, made Yosemite famous through his
writings.

Muir believed that nature should be
preserved because it was God’s work and
God’s spirit was contained in each living
thing. He also thought it was important for
man to live in harmony with nature. To de-
stroy the wilderness would upset the balance
of nature.

Muir felt that Yosemite was being
destroyed by allowing sheep to graze there.
For fifteen years he tried to persuade the
State to return the park to the Federal Gov-
ernment so that it could become a national
park and thus be better protected. The first

National Park, Yellowstone, had been cre-
ated in 1872.

Muir organized the Sierra Club in 1892
to lobby for the preservation of wilderness
areas. Finally in 1905 Yosemite Park was
returned to the Federal Government and it
was made a National Park.

President Teddy Roosevelt, who did
so much for conservation, relied upon the
advice of Gifford Pinchot on conservation
matters. Pinchot believed that forest reserves
should be used for commercial purposes. He
believed that the trees should be cut, but the
cutting should be controlled and the trees
should be replanted. Pinchot believed that
the forestland should be put into National
Forests to restrict and control use.

Pinchot and Muir gradually developed
a dislike for each other. Pinchot called Muir a
“nature lover.” Some lumbermen did not like
Pinchot’s or Muir’'s ideas. They believed that
there was enough nature for everyone to use.
They believed that people should be allowed
to make money buying and selling land and
cutting lumber. John Benson and Fred Hyde
thought that people should be allowed to cut
down the trees for their own use.

Which point of view do you agree
most with?

A. Muir's

B. Pinchot’s

C. Hyde and Benson’s
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160 Acre Limit

The American West is mostly dry. lts
land is not good for farming unless water is
applied to it. Most of the rainfall is trapped by
the high mountain ranges. Individual farmers
could not afford the expense of building dams
and irrigation canals.

Senator Francis Newland of Nevada
persuaded Congress to pass the Newlands
Reclamation Act of 1902. Under this law the
Federal Government would pay for the ex-
pense of building dams and irrigation proj-
ects. In this way farmers could receive inex-
pensive water to irrigate their crops.

The law did place a limit on the
amount of this inexpensive water that a
farmer could use. The Federal Government
was only willing to provide water for 160
acres of land (320 acres in the case of a
married couple). Senator Newlands believed
that that was a large enough farm to support
a family.

If the farmer wanted to irrigate more
than 160 acres he would have to buy com-
mercial water at a much higher price. The
farmer could also buy Federal water at a
lower price, but would have to promise to sell
off his “excess” acreage within a certain
period of years at a price that would not allow
the farmer an unfair profit for having Federal
water.

San Joaquin and Imperial Valley farms
that receive Federal water tend to be larger
than 160 acres. The average size of a farm
in California is about 460 acres. Many farms
are thousands of acres in size. In fact, 220
individuals own 35% of all the crop land in the
state.

These farmers are opposed to the 160
acre limitation. They say it is unrealistic; that
today you cannot support a family on 160 or

320 acres, and you cannot afford to buy the
expensive tractors and equipment that are
needed to operate a modern and efficient
farm.

The large growers asked Congress to
change the law. Congress would not. The
congressmen said it was not true that you
could not make a decent living on a small
farm. They pointed out other areas of the
country where there were successful small
farms. They pointed out that many of the
farms in California were not family farms but
corporate farms owned by big corporations.

About half of the crop land is owned by
corporations, and about half of this is owned
by corporations whose primary business is
not even farming. They include insurance,
railroad and oil companies. These rich cor-
porations could afford to pay for commercial
water or sell their land off to family farmers,
Congress argued.

The large landowners went to court in
1957. They claimed that the Reclamation Act
was unfair and unconstitutional because it
deprived them of their property rights. The
law, in effect, discriminated against the rich
by saying they could not have Federal water
for over 160 acres without being forced to sell
their land.

If you were a member of the California
Supreme Court, how would you have
decided?

A. In favor of the 160 acre limit.
B. In opposition to the 160 acre limit.
C. In favor of some compromise
which would allow an increase in the

limit; perhaps 500 acres, the size of
an average California farm.
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Owens Valley Water Fight

Southern California, particularly Los
Angeles, began to grow as more and more
people became aware of the beautiful climate
there. Railroad companies advertised widely
in the East to attract migrants to the area.

Fred Eaton, the former mayor of Los
Angeles and the Chief Engineer for the De-
partment of Water and Power, realized that
someday Los Angeles might have to supply
its population with water.

He thought the Owens Valley, about
200 miles to the north would be an excellent
source. Secretly, he began to buy up land at
the northern end in a place called Long
Valley. He planned to build a dam there and
then sell water to the residents of Owens
Valley and eventually to Los Angeles.

The Federal Government also had
plans for Owens Valley. The Newlands Rec-
lamation Act had established a Bureau of
Reclamation whose job it was to provide
irrigation water to set up farms on dry land.
The fertile but dry land of Owens Valley was
a perfect spot to develop irrigated farming.
The Bureau of Reclamation refused to coop-
erate with private speculators such as Eaton
and decided to provide the water free to the
local farmers.

Eaton was asked by a worried Los
Angeles to buy up land secretly along the
Owens River for the City of Los Angeles.
There had been a drought for several years
and Eaton’s successor as Chief Engineer,
William Mulholland, had to bring in water to
supply the city.

Once the land was purchased and the
permission of the Department of the Interior
to build a canal secured, Mulholland asked
the voters of Los Angeles to approve the sale

of bonds to build the aqueduct. The aqueduct
was a gigantic endeavor. It was 233 miles
long.

Construction of the canal was begun in
1908, and was completed in 1913. The farm-
ers of the valley were upset by the fact that
the City of Los Angeles had secretly bought
the land and the water was to be directly
taken out of the river. This meant that in dry
years Los Angeles could pump the river dry,
leaving no water for the valley.

Mulholland realized this and planned
to build a reservoir at the north end of the
valley which would provide water to the
farmers in dry years. He did not want to ruin
the farmers in the valley.

The place where the reservoir would
have to be built was Long Valley, the very
land owned by Fred Eaton. Mulholland asked
Eaton to sell the land to Los Angeles so that
it could build a reservoir. Eaton said that he
would sell for $1 million. The cost of the
construction of the long aqueduct had only
been $25 million. Whether or not the farmers
would survive depended on the construction
of the reservoir.

If you were a citizen of Owens Val-
ley, what would you do?
A. Attempt to destroy the aqueduct.

B. Appeal to the voters of Los Angeles
not to build it.

C. Appeal to the Federal Government
to stop construction.

D. Move from the Valley.
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Answers

Activity 16
Language of the West

1.

Jack head pit: small tunnel in a mine.
Pickety poke: drill used on soft rock.

Shovel stiff: a person who shovels rock.
Quartz reef: a vein of gold.

Kibble: a bucket on a hoist.

Riffles: the boards or slats on the bottom of a
long box (sluice) through which gold is
washed.

2.

Mizzou: Missouri River.

Cordelle: a line to fasten the boat to a bank
to pull the boat over sandbars.

Deadman: a log buried in the ground to use
as an anchor.

Cramp: force the steam boat to go in a cer-
tain direction.

Stern wheeler: a type of steam boat.
Capstan: a wench used with the anchor.
Hog chain: a chain attached to posts in the
middle of the boat to hold the ends of the boat
up.

Hogging: when the boat begins to sag at
both ends.

3.

Belly cheater: cook on a cattle drive.
Calf slobber: meringue.

Fluff duff: fancy food such as dessert.

4.

Saddle is slipping: losing efficiency.

Leg is tied up: put at a disadvantage.
Thinker is puny: weak minded.

Bronc squeezer: bronc buster or breaker of
wild horses.

Heel squatter: cowboy.

Hoolihaning: wild night on the town.

Pop skull: whiskey.

Activity 17
Grub

Trail Breakfast

Sow bosom: salt pork.
Hot rocks: biscuits.
Splatter dabs: pancakes.
Larripy dope: syrup.
Belly wash: coffee.

Trail Drive Dinner

Hucky dummy: biscuits.
Axle grease: butter.
Calf fries: cow testicles.
Prairie coal: cow dung.

Music roots: sweet potatoes.

Skunk eggs: onions.
Gun wadding: bread.

Logging Camp Breakfast
String of flats: pancakes.
Hen fruit: eggs.

Ned: Bacon.

Choker holes: Donuts.

Logging Camp Dinner
Dough gods: bread.
Googlum: gravy.
Cowcumbers: pickles.
Black mike: stew.
Strawberries: beans.
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The language of the West was colorful.
Figure out what is being said and what the
people do for a living. Each type of occupation
in the West had its own unique vocabulary.

1.

“l was working in this jack head pit with
a pickety poke. The shovel stiff just threw it in
the kibble. It was a real good quartz reef and
the riffles in the sluice picked up the ore real
good.”

2.

“The Mizzou was so low that year we
had to set a cordelle on a deadman and
cramp this old stern wheeler up stream. While
the capstan was pulling, the hog chain broke.
By the time we got it back together the boat
was hogging.”

3.

“This belly cheater on this drive | was
on could cook up the best calf slobber and
fluff-duff | ever had.”

1.
4.
“| say his saddle is slipping.”

“l don’t know about that. But one thing
for sure his leg is tied up. Personally | think
his thinker is a little puny.”

2.
“It's too bad. He used to be about the
best bronc squeezer in the business. Now
he’s just an ordinary heel squatter.” 3
“Probably too much hoolihaning. Too
much pop skull can do that to you, you
know.” 4
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Grub

The West had colorful names for its
food. Below are menus for a logging camp
and for a cowboy on a cattle drive. Try to
figure out what they are eating.

Trail Drive Menu
Breakfast

Sow bosom

Hot rocks

Splatter dabs

Larripy dope

Belly wash

Dinner

Hucky dummy

Axle grease

Calf fries

(cooked on prairie coal)

Music roots

Skunk eggs

Gun wadding

Logging Camp Menu

Breakfast

String of flats

Hen fruit

Ned

Choker holes

Dinner

Dough gods

Googlum

Cowcumbers

Black mike

Strawberries
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Rodeo

A Rodeo is an entertaining format for
introducing or concluding a unit on the Old
West.

The rodeo began as a contest of cow-
boy skills. Over a long period of time it has
become a full-fledged sport.

Several of the activities in this manual
can be incorporated in the rodeo.

To add competitive spirit, the class can
be formed into teams or “ranches.” Each
ranch can devise its own name and brand.

Points can be awarded to the teams
winning each activity.

Activities

Wagon Train

Each team can construct a model
wagon. The team constructing the most
realistic wagon will be the winner.

Cattle Baron Game

This game can be played by teams.
The team winning the most money will be the
winner.

What Are They? Puzzles

There are six puzzles that the students
can do in teams. Five of the puzzles have the
students identify objects of the Old West. The
sixth has them arrange weapons in chrono-
logical order of their development. The team
getting the most correct answers is the win-
ner.

Language of the Old West

Students can figure out what the occu-
pations are of the people described and what
they are talking about.

Grub
Students can identify the food items on
menus of the Old West.

Other Activities

Contests can be devised to test the
students’ knowledge of the Old West and
other skills.

Pony Express

A communications activity: Teams are
lined up in rows. A message that contains
historical facts about the West is given to the
first person in the row and they must relay it to
the next and so on. The team getting the most
facts correct at the end is the winner.

Quick Draw Contest
Teams are quizzed on their knowledge
of the Old West.

Cowboy Songs
Each team can sing an old cowboy
song for the class.
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Big Four

Introduction

Theodore Judah was a railroad engi-
neer who had a dream. He wanted to build a
railroad from California to the East to connect
the two parts of the country together. He asked
a number of Sacramento, California, business-
men to invest in his venture.

Cast of Characters

Theodore Judah: Railroad engineer
Leland Stanford: Wholesale grocer
Collis Huntington: Hardware merchant
Charles Crocker: Drygoods dealer
Mark Hopkins: Hardware merchant

Hopkins: Well, Mr. Judah, how is this railroad
going to help us?

Crocker: We're in the business of selling
goods. | don’t see how building a railroad
across the entire country is going to help our
business.

Judah: The East and West will have to be
connected together. Building a railroad is the
way to do it.

Stanford: | think it's a pipe dream myself.
There’s no way you can build a railroad over the
Sierras. They're just too high and too steep.

Judah: | admit that it will be difficult, but it can
be done.

Huntington: | don’t see how we’re going to
benefit from it.

Judah: The railroad will be built. It will go right
by the big silver mines in Nevada. You will have
control over traffic to the mines. Your stores will
be able to sell goods in Nevada and no others
will be able to compete with you.

Hopkins: | like the idea. We can ship our goods
on the railroad for nothing and charge other
merchants high shipping costs. That will give us
an advantage in selling our goods in the mines.

Stanford: | still don’t think a railroad can be
built.

Judah: The first step is to build a wagon road.
Evenif we can’t build the railroad over the top of
the Sierras, we would have control of the
wagon road we could use to ship supplies on.

Huntington: What kinds of help do you want?

Judah: | need to do a survey of the mountain
passes to find the best route. | need money for
that.

Stanford: How much are you talking about?

Judah: The investment would notbe large. The
company has only 85,000 shares to sell. You
can purchase your shares at only 10% of the
value of the shares.

Hopkins: That doesn’t sound like enough
money to build a railroad.

Judah: It's not. | need to do the survey first.
Then when | have the best route I'll go to
Washington and try to convince Congress to
provide the money for construction.

Huntington: Why would Congress want to pay
for construction?

Judah: Because of the Civil War, Congress
wants rapid communication with California.
They don’t want the West to join the South.

Stanford: But what if Congress doesn’t go
along with the plan?
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Big Four

Judah: You will still have the wagon road. That
will help your business.

Crocker: | think this investment just might be
profitable for us. You can count on me to buy
some of those shares.

Huntington: | like the idea of controlling trans-
portation to the mines. It would give us the edge
over our competition.

Judah: If we can get support from Congress,
we’llhave enough money to build the railroad all
the way to the East. That will be of great benefit
to the state and to the country.

Narrator: The group invested its money. Judah
completed his survey and went to Washington
to persuade Congress to provide money for the
construction of the railroad. Congress decided
to support the project and construction of the
railroad began. Judah met with the investors to
discuss plans for completing the railroad over
the mountains.

Judah: Gentlemen, | need your approval to
continue the survey work into Nevada. This has
to be done right away if the railroad is to be
completed by the deadline set by Congress.

Huntington: | don’t think we can go ahead with
the survey work at this time.

Judah: What do you mean we can’t afford it?
Congress is providing payment of $16,000 for
each mile of railroad we construct.

Crocker: Judah, we are the chief investors in
this company. We are risking our money. If this
project fails, we are the ones who take the loss,
not you.

Judah: My reputation is at stake. It took me
years to convince people that this was possible.

Now, people are saying that the railroad is
nothing more than a swindle.

Hopkins: That is your problem, not ours. We
must protect our investment.

Judah: Isittrue, then, what people are saying?
You don’t intend to build the railroad beyond
Dutch Flat? You just want to control the wagon
road from Dutch Flat to the mines?

Huntington: Right now that is the quickest way
for us to make a profit on our investment.

Judah: You are being short-sighted. You can
make tremendous profits by building the rail-
road across the country.

Huntington: That doesn’t make us any money
in the short run.

Judah: But Congress gave us the money to
build the railroad on the promise it would go
across the entire country.

Crocker: We have to make a profit on our
investment.

Judah: As chief engineer of the company | think
| should have some say in this.

Stanford: As chief investors we believe that
you should have no say in how the company is
run.

Judah: Many of the investors in the railroad
think they have been swindled. They are un-
happy with you forming your own construction
company to build the railroad.

Crocker: | see nothing wrong with that.
Judah: There is something wrong with it when

you take stockholders’ money and pay your
own company inflated construction costs.
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Big Four

Huntington: If you're not happy Judah, why
don’tyou pay up the other 90% you owe on your
stock, or get out.

Judah: If you remember, we agreed that |
would not have to pay the 90%; that my work as
chief engineer would be payment for that 90%.
| am the only trained engineer in this group and
since the railroad was my idea, | intend to stay.

Stanford: If you intend to stay, then why don’t
you help us get this railroad going instead of
bogging us down with your foot-dragging.

Hopkins: We need to raise money for the
railroad immediately. You know we get paid
twice as much a mile for building through hills
and mountains. We would like you to sign a
statement that the mountains start at Sacra-
mento.

Judah: What? That's dishonest. The moun-
tains don't start for 20 miles out of Sacramento.

Huntington: The people in Washington don’t
know that. They’ll believe what you tell them.

Judah: | won’t be a party to that kind of deceit.

Hopkins: It will mean a difference of $322,000
to the company.

Crocker: The problem with you, Judah, is that
you’re not a practical businessman. We have
tremendous costs we didn’t plan on. We have to
have all of our equipment shipped around
South America. | mean all of our equipment—
locomotives, rail cars and rails. That costs a lot
of money.

Judah: But that is why the government is pay-
ing you to build the railroad.

Stanford: We can’t make a decent profit on our
investment if we relied on what the government
gives us.

Huntington: Judah, you are just not being
cooperative. Why don’tyou buy us out orleave?

Judah: How much do you want?
Crocker: $100,000 apiece would be fair.

Judah: | don’t have that kind of money, but |
believe | could raise it from people who would
like to see a transcontinental railroad built. In
order to raise the money | would have to travel
to the East Coast.

Stanford: That will take time. While you are
doing that, why don’t you accept our offerto buy
you out for $100,000. Then, if you raise the
money, we’ll sell out to you when you come
back.

Huntington: Remember, Judah, if we hadn’t
put our money into this, you wouldn’t have any
railroad at all.

Stanford: As long as we are the biggest inves-
tors we’ll run the railroad the way we see fit.

Hopkins: We know how to run a business.

Crocker: You can accept our offer or you will
just have to go along with the way we are
running the business.

If you were Theodore Judah, what would
you do? Accept the offer or go along with
practices of which you didn’t approve?
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Indian Treaty

As the power of the United States
government pushed westward across Amer-
ica, the U.S. signed treaties with the Native
American groups they encountered. Initially,
the treaties were generous, the Native Ameri-
cans being allowed to retain their customs
and traditional homelands. When more
whites moved into an area, the U.S. govern-
ment wanted to renegotiate the treaty. Pres-
sure was put on the Native Americans to
reduce their claims to land, and to change
their way of life.

This is an exercise in negotiating a
treaty. It is based upon the actual experience
of the Nez Perce.

Procedures

You will need two teams of two people
each. One team will represent the U.S. gov-
ernment and the other the Nez Perce. Within
a class period you will attempt to reach an
agreement that will give you most of what you
want. Remember, negotiating is a matter of
give-and-take. You don’t get everything you
want. Neither the Native Americans nor the
U.S. government liked the idea of war, which
is the alternative to a negotiated settlement.

The Background

The Nez Perce was a group of about
3,300 people who lived on a homeland of
about 200 square miles. They lived in 70
villages usually located near streams. They
lived off the land. They gathered roots and
berries and hunted for food. They hunted in
an area of 5,000 square miles which they
claimed as their land. This land claim was
recognized in the first treaty they signed with
the U.S. government.

1978 VOLK Y
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The Nez Perce took great pride in their

horses. They also raised cattle for fresh
meat. They traded meat and horses with the
few white settlers living in the area. The area
was mountainous. The Nez Perce and the
few white farmers lived in the valleys. When
gold was discovered in the area a large
number of miners moved in and conflicts
began to erupt between the Nez Perce and
the miners.
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Indian Treaty

U.S. Government Goals

1. Use valleys for farming and the raising of
livestock.

2. Use streams for fishing.

3. Change the Nez Perce’s way of life so that
they become farmers and cattlemen.

The Terms Offered by U.S. Government

1. Reduce the amount of land from 5,000
square miles to 500 square miles.

2. Pay $262,000 for the lands the Nez Perce
are to give up.

3. Pay $15,000 for relocation expenses.

4. Pay $50,000 for farm equipment.

5. Pay $100,000 for a saw mill and flour mill.
6. Pay $50,000 for education.

7. Pay $2,000 for the construction of two
churches.

8. Provide a teacher and a mechanic to
operate the school and the mills.

9. Build a house for the chief and plow ten
acres of land for him.

grwmvo \r'v 4

Cpaes

Nez Perce Goals

1. Keep their traditional way of life. (They do
not believe in plowing the land to plant crops.
They view the earth as sacred.)

2. Keep the amount of land they have now.

The Terms Offered by the Nez Perce.

1. No change in the existing treaty.
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