
 

Downloadable Reproducible eBooks 
 

Thank you for purchasing this eBook from 
www.socialstudies.com or www.writingco.com. 
 

  
 
To browse more eBook titles, visit 
http://www.socialstudies.com/ebooks.html 
 
To learn more about eBooks, visit our help page at 
http://www.socialstudies.com/ebookshelp.html 
 
For questions, please e-mail eBooks@socialstudies.com  
 

  
 

Free E-mail Newsletter–Sign up Today! 
 
To learn about new eBook and print titles, professional 
development resources, and catalogs in the mail, sign up for 
our monthly e-mail newsletter at 
http://socialstudies.com/newsletter/ 
 

 
 

http://www.socialstudies.com/ebooks.html
http://www.socialstudies.com/ebookshelp.html
http://socialstudies.com/newsletter/
http://www.socialstudies.com
http://www.writingco.com
mailto:eBooks@socialstudies.com


 

Downloadable Reproducible eBooks 
 

Thank you for purchasing this eBook from 
www.socialstudies.com or www.writingco.com. 
 

  
 
To browse more eBook titles, visit 
http://www.socialstudies.com/ebooks.html 
 
To learn more about eBooks, visit our help page at 
http://www.socialstudies.com/ebookshelp.html 
 
For questions, please e-mail eBooks@socialstudies.com  
 

  
 

Free E-mail Newsletter–Sign up Today! 
 
To learn about new eBook and print titles, professional 
development resources, and catalogs in the mail, sign up for 
our monthly e-mail newsletter at 
http://socialstudies.com/newsletter/ 
 

 
 



Copyright 1987, revised 1995 by Stevens & Shea Publishers, Inc.

Decisions
U.S. History
1900-Present

Stevens & Shea Publishers

http://www.socialstudies.com/ebooks.html


Copyright 1987, revised 1995 by Stevens & Shea Publishers, Inc.

 U.S. Decisions,  Set 2
By Lawrence Stevens

SS 92   (1900 - Present)

These short descriptions of key deci-
sions are designed to encourage students to
think about issues, and to train students to use
certain decision-making techniques. They can
be used to introduce appropriate units in U.S.
History courses. While the events are historical,
most of them involve issues that are still current
in American life today.

The readings are short and simple so
that all students can be involved in the decision-
making process, including students who have
difficulty reading. However, some vocabulary
and concepts may require explanation.

Some of the readings  carry an update
on the issue's importance today. Students
could be asked to apply the same decision-
making techniques to these current problems
as well.

Students can compare their decisions
with what actually happened.

Procedures

The decisions are short and take little
time to read. Time should be spent on the
decision-making process. Students should
make their initial decisions individually. Then in
small groups  they should compare and make a
collective decision. The small groups should
then present their ideas to the class and the
entire class should come to a consensus about
what the best course of action is.

Stevens & Shea Publishers, Inc.
P.O. Box 794, Stockton, CA95201

 (209) 465-1880
www.stevensandshea.com

Students should be asked to apply cer-
tain techniques to making a decision. The tech-
niques should be taught at the beginning. Stu-
dents should apply each of the techniques for
practice. They can do this individually, in small
groups or as an entire class.

A brief description of the techniques.

1. Good points / bad points. Students can list
these for each choice.

2. Consequences. Students can list the pos-
sible consequences of each choice.

3. Evaluation  matrix. Solutions to problems can
be evaluated according to agreed-upon crite-
ria. Criteria are goals –  what one wants to
accomplish by taking an action.

4. Benefits / losses. In political decisions, who
benefits and who loses in a decision is an
important calculation made by political leaders.
Students could list the groups that would bene-
fit and be harmed by a choice.

5. Characteristics lists. Students can break the
problem down into its parts by making a list of
the parts of a problem. Then they can see how
the parts fit together.

     The activities in this unit may be reproduced
for classroom use in the single school that
purchased it. All other uses and reproductions
are prohibited without the written permission of
the publisher.

ISBN:  0-89550-135-X
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Panama Canal

The United States wanted to build a
canal through Central America to connect the
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. A canal would
save a 10,000 mile trip around South America
to get from one ocean to the other.

The country of Colombia offered the
United States the use of Panama which was
part of Colombia. The United States was willing
to pay $10 million and $250,000 a year rent for
control of a narrow strip through Panama. The
Colombian government refused to go along
with the deal. They did not like the idea of the
United States having complete control. They
wanted to have their own police and judges run
the area. The United States wanted complete
control.

Under a treaty signed in 1846 with Co-
lombia, the United States already had the right
to transfer citizens across Panama. With a little
imagination, the United States could go ahead
and construct the canal without the permission
of Colombia.

Another possibility was the fact that
people living in Panama were not happy with
the government of Colombia. They wanted their
own separate country. The United States could
help them achieve independence if they sta-
tioned a few battleships along the coast to
prevent Colombia from sending troops to put
down the revolt. The Panamanians could be
encouraged to revolt if the United States were
willing to do this and the U.S. could sign a treaty
for the canal with Panama.

Decision

If you were President Roosevelt, what
would you do?

A. Continue to negotiate with Colombia
and pay them more money for giving up
the canal zone.

B. Settle with Colombia and let them use
their police and courts in the canal zone.

C. Encourage the Panamanians to re-
volt.

D. Give up the idea of the canal alto-
gether.

Theodore Roosevelt
President 1901 to 1909 2
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Conservation

Theodore Roosevelt was a hunter and
had worked as a cowboy. He loved the out-
doors. By the end of the 1800’s the American
West was attracting more and more people. It’s
resources were being used by mining and lum-
bering companies. Some wanted to preserve
the natural resources of the West before they
were destroyed.

Gifford Pinchot, Roosevelt’s Secretary
of the Interior, recommened creating large na-
tional forests where the government could
regulate how the resources were to be used.
Lumber companies could cut trees but would
have to have permission from the government
as to how many trees and where they could be
cut. Mining companies would be under the
same restrictions.

Lumber and mining companies were
opposed to such regulation. They wanted to cut
trees or mine where and when they wanted.
Lumber and mining companies said that they
provided needed materials, lumber for houses
and copper for wires, and jobs.

Conservationists such as John Muir
wanted to preserve the natural beauty of the
forests and mountains of the West without any
destruction at all. He believed that the forests
and mountains should be left alone and people
should only be allowed to appreciate their natu-
ral beauty.

Conservationists wanted more land put
into national parks and monuments that could
be not used by lumber and mining companies.

Mining and lumber companies claimed
that if Roosevelt put in more national forests
and parks he would hurt the western states by

Theodore Roosevelt
President 1901 to 1909

putting people out of work, and they wouldn’t
vote for him.

Decision

If you were the president, what would
you do? You have several choices.

A. Greatly increase the size of the Na-
tional Forests so that lumbering and
mining can take place, but under the
control of the government.
B. Allow the lumber and mining compa-
nies to work wherever they want, how-
ever they want.
C. Greatly expand national parks and
monuments and prohibit lumbering and
mining altogether in these areas.
D. Create national parks and monu-
ments only where there is an unusual
and unique geographical feature such
as Yosemite Valley, Devil’s Monument,
etc.

3
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Chinese Exclusion Treaty

In 1904, the Chinese Exclusion Treaty of
1883 came up for renewal. The Exclusion Act
was a law designed to keep the Chinese from
coming to the United States. President Roose-
velt signed the extension because the western
states wanted to keep the Chinese out and
President Roosevelt was coming up for re-
election in 1904.

The Chinese who lived in the United
States were not well-treated. Many Chinese
came to California to look for gold and, later, to
work on building the transcontinental railroad.
Western states passed laws that descriminated
against them. Chinese were forced to live in
“Chinatowns.” The Chinese Exclusion Act pre-
vented Chinese from becoming citizens. Visi-
tors from China were not treated with respect by
the immigration  department.

The people in China began to boycott
(refuse to buy) American goods. They organ-
ized protests against Americans. Some advi-
sors to the president saw this as an insult to the
United States. They advised President
Roosevelt to send warships to China to force
the Chinese to stop refusing to buy American
goods.

Other advisors thought that the Chinese
Exclusion Law should be changed to allow
educated Chinese into the country. Westerners
did not like this idea. They thought that Chinese
entering the United States would lower the
wages paid to working people. They thought
that Chinese workers would work for less pay
than American workers.

Theodore Roosevelt
President 1901 to 1909

Decision

If you were President Roosevelt, what
action would you take? You may take a combi-
nation of actions or do nothing.

A. Send warships to China to force them
to stop their boycott.

B. Ask Congress to change the Chinese
Exclusion Act to  allow  educated  Chi-
nese into the country.

C. Order the immigration department to
show more respect to Chinese visitors.

D. Do nothing.

Current Issue
Large numbers of immigrants from Asia

are coming to the United States. Many are very
successful in adapting to life in America. Others
are not. Some Americans are resentful of the
new Asian immigrants and their ways of life.

Should the U.S. place limits on Asian
immigration, and, if so, what should the restric-
tions be?

4
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Civil Rights

Woodrow Wilson received more votes
from African-Americans when he ran in 1912
than any other Democrat in history. He prom-
ised  them that they would be treated fairly.
However, soon after he became president, the
heads of the treasury and post office depart-
ments segregated African-American workers.

They claimed that there was conflict
between white workers and African-American
workers. Some Democrats wanted African-
Americans fired from the federal government.
On the other hand, liberals were asking Wilson
to do more for African-Americans. Oswald
Villard, owner of the New York Evening Post
newspaper, wanted Wilson to appoint a com-
mission to study the problems of African-Ameri-
cans with the idea of making recommendations
to improve their position.

Newspaper editors who had supported
Wilson wanted him to stop segregating black
and white employees inside the government.
Southern Democrats wanted to get rid of Afri-
can-American employees altogether.

Woodrow Wilson
President 1913 to 1921

Current Issue
The current issue is not discrimination

against African-Americans, but one of affirma-
tive action. Should the government make extra
efforts in making sure that all groups are hired
and promoted?

Should the government exclude others
from employment to hire and promote certain
groups? Should the government give first pref-
erence to under-represented groups in hiring
and promotion if all other qualifications are
equal?

Decision

What should Wilson do?

A. Segregate African-American
employees, and reduce the number of
them.

B. Segregate African-American
employees but keep the number of
them the same.

C. Segregate African-American
employees but increase their number.

D. Integrate African-American and white
employees.

5
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Neutrality

World War I began in Europe in 1914.
Woodrow Wilson had been president for two
years. Wilson was up for re-election in 1916.
Many Americans did not want to become in-
volved in a war in Europe. They thought it was
a war among the kingdoms of Europe and didn’t
have much to do with America.

Besides, the United States was making
money selling food and goods to Great Britain
and France who were at war with Germany.
Germany decided to sink ships from the United
States that were sending goods to Britain and
France. Wilson decided to arm American ships
and fight back if attacked. This policy was called
“armed neutrality.”

However, Wilson promised when he ran
for president in 1916  to keep America out of the
war. In March, 1917, the Germans sank three
American ships. Some Americans were upset
and wanted the United States to declare war
against Germany. Others thought it was best
for the United States to stay out of a European
war.

Decision

What would you do if you were Wilson?

A. Ask Congress to declare war.

B. Continue the policy of armed neutral-
     ity.

Woodrow Wilson
President 1913 to 1921

Current Issue
Should the United States become  in-

volved in a distant war because we like one side
more than the other side?

Under what circumstances should the
United  States become involved in a foreign war
that does not effect the United States directly?

6
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If you were Wilson, what would you do?

A. Stick to your position and risk the U.S.
Senate not approving the treaty.

B. Compromise by reserving the right
not to send troops.

League of Nations

When World War I ended in 1918
Woodrow Wilson proposed a plan for world
peace. It required that the empires of Europe be
broken up and each nationality within the em-
pires be allowed to have its own separate
country. The key part of the treaty was a League
of Nations.

The purpose of the League was to settle
conflicts and prevent wars from occurring. The
League would also have the power to order
countries to send troops to war. Many Ameri-
cans did not like this idea. They thought that the
United States should have the right not to send
troops to war even if the League ordered it.

Senator Henry Cabot Lodge led the fight
against the League. The U.S. Senate would
have to approve the United States belonging to
the League. Lodge had no objection to the
United States membership in the League. He
objected to the idea that the U.S. would be
required to send troops. If Wilson was willing to
drop this from the treaty, Lodge would support
it.

Wilson thought that without the power to
require countries to send troops, the League
would be meaningless. Wilson’s supporters
urged him to compromise, to drop the require-
ment to send troops.

Decision

Woodrow Wilson
President 1913 to 1921

Current Issue
The United States belongs to the United

Nations. The United Nations on the whole often
votes against the positions taken by the United
States. The United States is an important con-
tributor of money to the U.N.

Should the United States quit or cut
down the amount of money it contributes to the
U.N. if it continues to vote against the interests
of the United States?

7
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The Depression

President Franklin Roosevelt took office
in 1933. He was faced with a terrible depres-
sion. Prices had dropped to the point where
businesses could not make much money. Busi-
nesses had to fire workers. One out of four
workers was without a job.

The president had to find a solution to the
problem. He appointed people to help him.
They were called his "braintrust." They didn't
always agree with one another. These are the
solutions they offered for putting  people back to
work.

Some advisors wanted the president to
have businesses cooperate to "fix" prices. In
this way businesses would not have to lower
their prices to the point where they couldn't
make any money.

Other advisors wanted the president to
spend $5 billion on public works projects such
as bridges, sidewalks, and parks to put people
to work. The idea was to put the unemployed to
work. Money would have to be borrowed by the
government to do this.

Still others thought that if workers could
join unions and bargain for higher wages, this
would give consumers more money to spend.

Some were strongly opposed to doing
anything that would cost the government more
money. They did not want the government to
borrow.

If you were the president, what would you
do?

A. Borrow money and spend it on public
works.

B. Allow workers to organize unions to
bargain for higher pay.

C. Keep the budget balanced.

D. Allow businesses to fix prices.

E. Some combination of the above pro-
posals.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
President 1933 to 1945

Decision

8
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The Farm Problem

One of the big problems during the De-
pression was that  the price of farm products
had dropped so low that farmers could no
longer make a living. Farmers who had to
borrow money for seed, fertilizer, equipment
and land could not pay the money back. They
were losing their farms.

Henry Wallace, the Secretary of Agricul-
ture, thought the problem was over-production.
Farmers produced so much of certain crops
that the price would drop. He wanted to pay
farmers for taking land out of production. Farm
leaders thought that this would help big farmers
who had more land to take out of production.

Farm leaders thought that several things
should be done to help the small farmer. To
prevent the banks from taking their land, they
thought the government should provide the
farmers with low interest loans.  Some thought
the government should print more money. If
more money were in circulation, the price of
farm products would increase. Others thought
that we should sell food to other countries for
whatever price could be obtained and tax food
imported into this country.

What would you do  to solve the farmers'
problem if you were president?

A. Print more money causing inflation.

B. Provide cheap government loans to
farmers.

C. Export crops to other countries.

D. Pay farmers for not growing crops.

E. Set a tax on food processing so
that farmers could be paid  for taking their
crops out of production.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
President 1933 to 1945

Decision

Current Issue
Farmers still have the problem of low

prices. The price of basic farm crops has not
risen, yet the cost of buying fertilizer and equip-
ment has increased. Many small farmers find it
impossible to continue. Farms have become
larger and larger as small farmers are forced to
sell out to larger farmers, some of whom are
actually not farmers but large corporations.

Should the government provide aid to
small farmers to help them stay in business?

9
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Redistribution of the Wealth

During the Depression many were de-
manding that the wealth of the country be
redistributed. They wanted to take from the rich
and give to the poor. The Socialists, led by
Norman Thomas, received one million votes in
1932. The Communist Party also grew in size
and was active in the growing labor union
movement.

There were also radical reformers who
were very popular. Father Coughlin, a priest
who broadcast on the radio out of Detroit, called
for taxing the rich. Dr. Townsend from Califor-
nia called for bigger pensions for old folks. The
most popular of all was Huey Long, a senator
from Louisiana. His program was called "Share
the Wealth."

Some of Roosevelt's advisors felt that if
Huey Long decided to run for president in 1936,
he would take enough votes away from
Roosevelt, and the Republicans would win.
Others felt that they should be ignored. They
thought that most people realized that the
Democrats were doing a great deal to help the
country out of the Depression. They had al-
ready passed the Social Security Act to help old
folks and the public works program was a way
of sharing the wealth.

Some thought the president should do
even more; that a progressive income tax
should be passed. Under this income tax sys-
tem the rich would pay a higher percentage of
their income than the poor.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
President 1933 to 1945

If you were president, what would you do?

A. Ignore Huey Long and others like him.

B. Challenge Huey Long in public.

C. Adopt part of Huey Long's "Share the
Wealth program."

Decision

Current Issue
How wealth is distributed in our country

is still a problem. Many good-paying jobs have
been eliminated by the competition of foreign
goods. Many of the new jobs are low-paying
service jobs. There has also developed an
under-class that has difficulty finding any work.

Should the government tax the wealthy
and middle class to help people who lack edu-
cation to get good paying jobs?

10
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The Supreme Court

President Roosevelt felt increasingly
frustrated as he tried to deal with the problems
of the Depression. A major piece of legislation,
the National Recovery Act, was declared un-
constitutional by the Supreme Court. The Su-
preme Court also declared a minimum wage
law passed by New York unconstitutional.

The Supreme Court was very conserva-
tive. It did not want to see any changes. The
average age on the Supreme Court was 71.
The youngest member was 64. Some of the
Supreme Court Justices had served 30 years.
Roosevelt wanted to change the Court. The
question was whether or not he could and, if so,
how could he go about it.

Under the Constitution the nine Supreme
Court Justices are appointed for life. The Court
could be expanded by an amendment to the
Constitution. In this way, President Roosevelt
could appoint justices who would agree with his
ideas. An amendment to the Constitution would
have to be approved by three fourths of the
states and would take a long time.

Homer Cummings, Roosevelt's Attorney
General, proposed that Congress be asked to
pass a law that allowed the President to appoint
up to six new justices for each Supreme Court
Justice who failed to retire when the reached
the retirement age of 70. Cummings thought
that the law would be constitutional.

If you were president, what would you do?

A. Push for a constitutional amendment
that would increase the size of the court.

B. Do nothing.

C. Ask Congress to allow you to appoint
new members to the court.

Decision

Franklin D. Roosevelt
President 1933 to 1945

Current Issue
Supreme Court justices are appointed

for life. There are many who believe that they
should be appointed for fixed terms, e.g., 12
years.

Do you think the constitution should be
changed to have justices serve for a fixed term?

11
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Lend-Lease

Americans did not want to get involved in
World War II. Under the Neutrality Act, which
was passed by Congress, the United States
could not give weapons to Great Britain. How-
ever, under a 1926 law, weapons could be sold
to Great Britain if they were declared surplus
equipment.

In early 1940, Germany had driven the
British Army out of Europe. Many of the soldiers
escaped to England, but they lost their equip-
ment. Britain badly needed guns. It also needed
destroyers to protect its coastline from German
submarines.

 Winston Churchill, the British Prime Min-
ister, wanted the United States to provide guns
and destroyers. Under the Neutrality Act the
U.S. could only sell or trade surplus equipment.
Britain did not want to pay for the equipment
because it was running out of money. The
United States asked that the weapons be
traded for bases. Britain did not want to do that
either.

Robert Jackson, Roosevelt's Attorney
General, suggested that the U.S. lend the
equipment. In this way the Neutrality Act could
be avoided. Some of the president's advisors
thought that any aid to Great Britain would be a
waste. They thought that it was impossible for
Britain to fight against Germany's strong army.
They suggested that the United States make
peace with Germany.

If you were FDR, what would you do?

A. Give no aid to Great Britain.

B. Sell Great Britain weapons for cash.

C. Trade weapons for bases.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
President 1933 to 1945

Decision

12
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The Draft

World War II began in 1939 in Europe.
Germany invaded Poland after it had already
conquered Austria and Czechoslovakia. In
1940 Germany attacked Russia. The United
States, 3,000 miles away, was not involved.
President Roosevelt and his advisors knew that
the United States might have to fight Germany.
The American army was weak. Some of
Roosevelt's advisors said that we needed a
draft to build up the size of the army.

Many American people did not want a
draft. Some of his advisors thought that if the
president favored a draft it would be so unpopu-
lar that it could lead to his defeat in the next
election. In November 1940, Roosevelt was
opposed by the Republican Wendell Wilkie.
Wilkie favored involvement in Europe and
might announce that he was in favor of the draft.

Roosevelt's advisors who wanted him to
support the draft thought it was necessary to
start building up the army as quickly as pos-
sible. When the United States might be in-
volved in the war was unpredictable. They
wanted to be prepared.

Decision

If you were FDR, what position would
you take?

A. Come out in favor of the draft before
the election.

B. Take no position before the election
and come out in favor of the draft after-
wards.

C. Wait until Wilkie comes out in favor
of the draft and if he doesn't, wait until
after the election.

D. Oppose the draft altogether.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
President 1933 to 1945

Current Issue
The draft still exists. All 18 year old

males must register. At this time no one is
drafted into the military. There are some who
believe that young people should be drafted for
a year to public service to their country.

Do you favor requiring all 18 year olds to
do a year of public service?

13
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Germany

In June 1944 the Allies invaded France.
Russia, at the same time, was pushing the
German army back toward Germany. It was
apparent that the Allies would win the war.
President Roosevelt had to decide how Ger-
many should be treated after the war.

Henry Morganthau thought that Germany
should be treated harshly. Germany had
started two world wars in the past 30 years. A
united Germany was too strong for the other
countries in Europe. He thought that its facto-
ries should be removed and the country divided
up to be ruled by the Allies.

Cordell Hull, Secretary of State, and
Henry Stimson, Secretary of War,  thought that
dealing with Germany harshly would make the
Germans hate the United States. They also felt
a strong Germany would help protect Europe
from the Russian communists.

Morganthau argued that many Ameri-
cans were sickened by the German atrocities
during the war and the killing of millions of
innocent people, and they wanted revenge.

How would you treat Germany after the
war?

A. Leave Germany alone after the war.

B. Divide Germany up among Russia,
Great Britain, France and the
U.S.A.

C. Make Germany pay for the damage
it did.

D. Destroy Germany's industry by
dismantling it.

E. Jail or execute Germany's leaders.

F. Help Germany rebuild itself after it
had been destroyed by war.

Decision

Franklin D. Roosevelt
President 1933 to 1945 14
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The Atomic Bomb

Franklin Roosevelt died on April 12, 1945.
Harry Truman became president. World War II
was coming to an end. Germany was close to
surrender as the Russian and American armies
closed in. In the Pacific, Japan was in retreat. It
had lost most of the land it had conquered in the
early years of the war.

The fighting became harder as the Ameri-
cans came closer to Japan. Japanese soldiers
would die fighting rather than surrender. Japa-
nese suicide pilots attacked American ships by
crashing their planes into them.

It would be difficult to attack Japan, an
island country. An invasion of Japan was
planned for the fall of 1945. The invasion force
would consist of six million men. It was esti-
mated that one million would be killed or
wounded in the fighting that would take at least
a year.

In July Truman was told that the secret
atomic bomb had been successfully tested.
Quickly, two bombs were shipped to the Pacific.
Truman wanted to end the war quickly. He now
faced the decision of where to drop these pow-
erful bombs. The military advised that one be
dropped in Tokyo Bay as a demonstration of the
bomb's power.

Other advisors said that the Japanese
would not be convinced unless it was used on
an actual military target.

If you were Truman, what would you de-
cide?

A. Drop the first bomb over water so
that no one would be killed.

B. Drop the first bomb on a city of
military importance.

Decision

Harry S Truman
President 1945 to 1953

Current Issues
The United States and Russia have

enough nuclear bombs to destroy the world
several times over. Today, other countries also
have nuclear bombs—United Kingdom,
France, China, India and, possibly, Israel and
South Africa.

The problems now are to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons to other countries
and to reduce the number of existing warheads.

How would you get countries to do away
with nuclear weapons?
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Aid To Greece

Greece, a small country in Europe, was
freed from the Nazis by British troops at the end
of World War II. The king of Greece was put
back in control. He was unpopular with many
people in Greece. Greek communists had built
up a large following in Greece during the War.
They had fought against the Nazis.

The Greek communists wanted more jus-
tice. Most of the land and wealth was controlled
by a few wealthy Greeks. After the war the
communists began to fight against the Greek
king. The British decided to take their soldiers
out of Greece. It was reported that if the British
withdrew, the Greek communists would have
enough power to overthrow the Greek king and
make Greece a communist country.

The war was over and most American
soldiers had come home. The American public
was not willing to send soldiers to another war.
However, President Truman could send mili-
tary aid to the  Greek government to fight the
communists. It was recommended that $250
million would help protect the Greek govern-
ment from the communists.

Others did not like the idea of the United
States helping a government that was not
popular with its own people. Some thought that
aid to Greece should come from the newly
formed United Nations. The United States, they
argued, should not fight communism alone. Still
others thought that $250 million would be better
spent at home. They did not like the idea of
giving a small, faraway country that much
money.

Harry S Truman
President 1945 to 1953

Decision

If you were President Truman, what
would you do?

A. Send military aid to the Greek king.

B. Send military aid only if the Greeks
promise to get rid of the king and set up a
more democratic government.

C. Send no aid at all.
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The Korean War and MacArthur

In June of 1950 communist forces from
North Korea invaded South Korea. President
Truman asked the United Nations to send sol-
diers to stop the invasion. The United Nations
voted to send troops. Most of the soldiers were
sent by the United States.

The soldiers were led by General Dou-
glas MacArthur. The communist forces were
victorious at first. They drove the U.N. forces to
the end of the Korean peninsula. Then General
MacArthur planned a brilliant counter-attack.
The U.N. forces attacked the North Koreans
from the rear with an invasion by sea.

The North Koreans were driven back into
North Korea. U. N. forces drove the North
Koreans back to the Chinese border. Commu-
nist Chinese soldiers in large numbers entered
the war on the side of the North Koreans. They
drove the U.N. forces back to the original border
between North and South Korea. Both sides
dug in along the border and the war continued
without either side making any gains.

General MacArthur told the newspapers
that the United States should bomb China,
prevent any other countries from trading with
China and let Nationalist Chinese soldiers on
the island of Taiwan invade China.  At the same
time, President Truman was calling for peace
talks to end the war.

Truman ordered MacArthur to stop mak-
ing any statements to newspapers about the
war. MacArthur continued. Many Americans
liked MacArthur's ideas. Some thought he
should be the next president of the United
States.

What would you do if you were President
Truman?

A. Fire MacArthur for not following orders.
As president you have the power to fire
generals.

B. Keep him on as general because he is
a good commander.

C. Change your course of action and do
what MacArthur wants: attack China.

Decision

Harry S Truman
President 1945 to 1953 17
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Bay of Pigs

When John F. Kennedy became presi-
dent in 1961 he was told that an invasion of
Cuba had been planned. There had been a
revolution in Cuba in 1957 led by Fidel Castro.
Castro sought support from the Russians. The
United States refused to recognize the new
Cuban government.

The United States Central Intelligence
Agency planned to overthrow Castro. It  had
trained anti-Castro Cubans in Guatemala. The
plan was to land them at the Bay of Pigs in
southern Cuba. No United States soldiers
would be used.

Allen Dulles, the director of the CIA,
advised the president that the invasion should
proceed. He said that the invasion would be
impossible in a few months because Cuba was
to receive jet fighters from Russia. He also said
that it would be unwise to disband the invasion
force because they would have to be taken into
the United States and they would tell everyone
that they had been trained by the United States.
Failure to go through with the invasion would
show a lack of courage on the part of the United
States.

Others thought it would damage the
reputation of the United States if  it were discov-
ered that the United States was behind an
attempted invasion. Other countries, particu-
larly in South America, would resent the United
States’ efforts to overthrow the government of a
small country.

Decision

If you were JFK, what would you do?

A. Order the invasion to go ahead.

B. Order the invasion to be stopped.

John F. Kennedy
President 1961 to 1963

Current Issue
How far should the United States go in

protecting Latin America from communist influ-
ence? Since Castro became dictator of Cuba,
the United States, through the CIA, helped the
army in Chile overthrow an elected Marxist
government, used our army to invade the small
country of Grenada to overthrow an elected
Marxist government, and provided money and
supplies to rebels attempting to overthrow a
pro-communist government in Nicaragua that
came to power through revolution.

Do you think the U.S. is justified in taking
these actions?
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Cuba

On October 14, 1962, a U-2 spy plane
took pictures of Russian missiles in Cuba.
These missiles were capable of carrying a
nuclear warhead and striking 1,000 miles into
the United States. Cuba could also use these
missiles to threaten other countries in Latin
America. The flights detected 24 launching
pads for medium range missiles and 16 launch-
ing pads for intermediate range missiles.

The news came as a shock. President
Kennedy had talked to Russian Premier
Khrushchev and had been assured that Russia
was only interested in Cuba’s defense and
would do nothing to upset the balance of power
in the Western Hemisphere.

President Kennedy’s advisors gathered
to discuss what should be done. John McCone,
director of the CIA, suggested a “surgical air
strike” that would destroy the missile launching
pads. Roswell Gilpatric pointed out that the
entire military force of the Cubans would have
to be  wiped out because they also had Russian
jet bombers.

George Ball of the State Department
pointed out that any attack upon Cuba would
possibly kill Russian technicians and make us
open to attack in Berlin, Germany, which was
surrounded by Russian soldiers. He indicated
that we would have to use nuclear weapons in
Berlin because we were outnumbered by Rus-
sian soldiers, and it was possible that Cuba
might use nuclear weapons to defend itself
because we outnumbered the Cubans. Ball
suggested that we ignore the missiles, saying it
was unlikely the Cubans would ever use them.
If they did, the United States could destroy the
entire island of Cuba.

Robert McNamara, Secretary of De-
fense, suggested that we blockade Cuba pre-
venting Russian ships from bringing in more
missles and supplies and keep the blockade up
until the Russians removed the missiles.

Decision

If you were president, what would you
do?

A. Order a massive air strike.

B. Order a “surgical” air strike.

C. Blockade Cuba.

D. Do nothing.

John F. Kennedy
President 1961 to 1963 19
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"Ole Miss" and Integration

The Federal Court ordered the Univer-
sity of Mississippi to enroll its first African-
American student in 1962. The school had not
had an African-American  student in its 120 year
history. The white people of Mississippi did not
want James Meredith to enroll. Mississippi
Governor James Barnett had twice refused to
register Meredith and was now under a con-
tempt of court order to allow him to register.

Crowds began to gather at the university
in Oxford, Mississippi. Many of them were
armed. The president’s advisors thought that
there might be violence if Meredith attempted to
register at “Ole Miss.” Some thought that it
might take U.S. soldiers to maintain law and
order.

The president asked Governor Barnett
whether  he could maintain order. The Gover-
nor said that he couldn’t guarantee that there
wouldn’t be violence at Oxford if Meredith tried
to enroll there. He asked if it would be all right for
Meredith to enroll at the state capital in Jack-
son. He thought it might be possible to enroll
Meredith at Oxford in a couple of weeks when
the situation cooled down.

Some of the president’s advisors did not
trust Barnett. He had refused to allow Meredith
to enroll in the past.

Decision

If you were president, what would you
do?

A. Make Governor Barnett admit
Meredith immediately at Oxford as long
as it doesn’t take soldiers.

B. Allow a cooling off period. Wait a few
weeks for things to quiet down.

C. Ignore the whole thing and do noth-
ing.

D. Make Governor Barnett admit
Meredith immediately even if it takes
soldiers to enforce the law.

E. Allow Barnett to enroll Meredith at
Jackson.

John F. Kennedy
President 1961 to 1963 20



Copyright 1987, revised 1995 by Stevens & Shea Publishers, Inc.

Lyndon B. Johnson
President 1963 to 1969

Civil Rights

President Kennedy was assassinated in
1963. Vice-President Lyndon Johnson, the for-
mer leader in the U. S. Senate from Texas,
became president. Kennedy had had strong
support from African-Americans. African-
Americans, particularly in the southern states,
were demanding equal rights.

U.S. Senators from southern states had
a great deal of power. They were always able to
block laws that would help Negroes win equal
rights. African-Americans were still kept from
voting in many southern states, and could not
use the same public facilities such as restrooms
and restaurants as white people did. They
could not attend school with whites even
though the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that seg-
regated schools were unconstitutional in 1954.

The Democratic Party had always been
strong in the South. To win a presidential elec-
tion it needed the vote of the southern states,
the white vote. Whites did not want African-
Americans to vote. The last Democratic presi-
dent who took a strong stand on civil rights was
Harry Truman. The southern Democrats split
from the party and formed their own political
party, the Dixiecrats. Truman nearly lost the
election of 1948.

Some Democrats feared that if they took
a strong stand on civil rights white voters would
vote for the Republican Party and the Demo-
crats would lose the southern states and lose
the next election in 1964.

African-Americans in the South were
demanding action. They were conducting pro-
tests. They wanted an end to segregation in
public places such as restaurants and  schools.
They also wanted the right to vote.

Lyndon Johnson had to decide whether
or not to push for a civil rights bill. African-
American protests in the south had attracted
sympathy from other parts of the country.
Southern Democrats were still opposed to civil
rights and could vote for the Republicans. He
could wait until after the 1964 election and avoid
making civil rights an election issue.

Decision

If you were Johnson, what would you
do?

A. Push immediately for a civil rights bill guaran-
teeing the right to vote and ending segregation.

B. Delay civil rights legislation until after the
election.

C. Avoid the issue entirely.
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Lyndon B. Johnson
President 1963 to 1969

Send Troops to Vietnam?

The communists in Vietnam began fight-
ing France, which ruled Vietnam, after World
War II. Vietnam is part of Indochina. By 1954,
they had driven France from Indochina. Indo-
china was divided into four  parts: Laos, Cam-
bodia, North Vietnam and South Vietnam.
North Vietnam was ruled by the communists,
the south was not. The communists, called Viet
Cong, began to struggle to take over the gov-
ernment of South Vietnam. The United States
helped the government of South Vietnam with
weapons and military advisors.

The war went badly for the government
of South Vietnam. The communists made
steady gains despite the help we gave the
South Vietnamese. In 1965 North Vietnamese
torpedo boats attacked U.S. destroyers in the
Gulf of Tonkin off the coast of North Vietnam.
No damage was done to the destroyers and the
North Vietnamese claimed that the destroyers
had entered North Vietnamese waters and
were supporting attacks upon North Vietnam by
the South Vietnamese.

Some Americans were already critical of
sending any aid to the South Vietnamese. They
said that the government of South Vietnam was
dishonest and a dictatorship. In fact, a fair
election was never held to elect a government
in South Vietnam. The first ruler of South Viet-
nam was a dictator. One of the things he did to
upset the South Vietnamese people was to
make Vietnamese farmers pay rent to the gov-
ernment for the land the farmers thought they
owned. The farmers couldn’t prove they owned
it  so the government took control.  American
critics said the war could never be won unless
there was real democracy in South Vietnam.

Advisors of the president thought the
war could be won if the United States entered
the fight directly.  With better and more powerful
weapons the United States could defeat the
Viet Cong.  Since the Viet Cong received much
of their support from North Vietnam, the officials
thought the supply lines from North Vietnam
could be bombed with American planes. The
attack upon American ships gave the U.S. a
good excuse for attacking North Vietnam.

Decision

President Johnson's choices were:

A. Use the attack upon the U.S. destroy-
ers as an excuse for attacking North Vietnam
and sending more U.S. soldiers to Vietnam.

B. Ignore the attack and continue the
same level of support to South Vietnam  in
terms of U.S. military advisors and weapons,
and let the South Vietnamese do the fighting.

C. Insist that before any increase in aid
is given, the Vietnamese government allow
genuine elections and make sure that the farm-
ers own their land.

D. Withdraw all U.S. support and let the
Vietnamese fight their own battles.

22



Copyright 1987, revised 1995 by Stevens & Shea Publishers, Inc.

Recognition of Communist China

China has more people than any other
country in the world — over one fourth of the
world’s population. China was ruled by a group
called the Nationalists. The Nationalists were a
weak government. After World War II the com-
munists and the Nationalists fought for control
of the country. The United States provided over
one billion dollars of weapons to the National-
ists. The Nationalists lost and the communists
took control of China in 1949.

The United States refused to recognize
the new communist government. The National-
ists left the mainland of China and retreated to
the island of Taiwan where they set up a gov-
ernment. The U.S. continued to recognize the
Nationalists as the government of all of China
even though the Nationalists ruled only a small
island with a few million people.

In 1950 the Korean War began. The
Chinese communists entered the war to help
the North Koreans, and the United States
fought on the side of the South Koreans. The
war finally ended in a truce in 1954.

Henry Kissinger, President Nixon’s Na-
tional Security Advisor, suggested that it would
be useful for the United States to recognize
communists as the government of the largest
country in Asia. This would mean that the Na-
tionalists would be removed from the United
Nations as the government representing
China. Kissinger argued that it was simply real-
istic to recognize the communists; they were
the real government of China.

Other advisors to Nixon thought it would
be a bad mistake to betray the Nationalists
whom our government had supported for many
years. The Nationalists had many powerful

friends in the United States. The Nationalists
were anti-communists. They thought that Nixon
would lose the support of people in the United
States who were strong anti-communists.
Nixon faced re-election in 1972.

Decision

If you were Nixon, what would you do?

A. Recognize the communist govern-
ment of China because it was a
large, powerful country in Asia.

B. Continue to support our long-time
friends, the Nationalist Chinese.

Richard M. Nixon
President 1969 to 1974 23
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Watergate

President Nixon was elected in 1968.
The chief issue facing the president was the
Vietnam War. Hundreds of  thousands of
Americans protested the war in demonstra-
tions. Nixon viewed many of the leaders of the
protests as unpatriotic.

In 1971 employees of the committee to
re-elect President Nixon broke into the head-
quarters of the Democratic Party located in the
Watergate office building in Washington, D.C.
They were operating under the direction of
some of Nixon’s closest advisors. They wanted
to find out the plans of the Democrats. Nixon
faced re-election in 1972. President Nixon did
not know that his staff was engaged in burglary.
One evening several were caught inside the
office of the Democratic Party by a security
guard. They were arrested.

An investigation began. Nixon’s advi-
sors told him that the burglars were operating
under the direction of the White House. One of
the burglars, an employee of the White House,
wanted money or he would tell the district
attorney that he was working under the orders
of Nixon’s closest advisors.

If the district attorney found out that the
burglars broke into the office under the orders of
Nixon’s closest advisors, it would mean that
they would go to jail as well as the burglars.

Nixon faced a choice. Either turn his
closest advisors over to the police and risk bad
publicity that might cause him to lose the elec-
tion in 1972, or attempt to keep the burglars
quiet by giving them money. Nixon knew that
previous Democratic administrations had used
illegal or unfair tactics to beat the Republicans.

Decision

If you were President Nixon, what would
you do?

A. Give money to the burglars in return
for silence.

B. Tell the police everything and let your
closest advisors be arrested.

Richard M. Nixon
President 1969 to 1974 24
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Iran

The United States supported the Shah
of Iran for many years. The Shah was the king.
The Shah was a dictator and jailed his oppo-
nents. He was in favor of modernizing the
country. We provided weapons. The Shah was
anti-communist. Iran shares a long border with
Russia. Iran is also a large supplier of the
world’s oil.

In 1979 there was a revolution in Iran.
Young people called Revolutionary Guards at-
tacked the U.S. Embassy in Tehran, the capital
of Iran. They captured 57 Americans. They held
them hostage. The Shah escaped the country.

The new Iranian government wanted
certain things from the United States. They
wanted the money the Shah had taken from the
country. They also wanted the Shah returned
so they could put him on trial for crimes he
committed against the Iranian people. In addi-
tion they wanted Iranian assets unfrozen. The
United States “froze” Iranian money in banks in
the United States because businesses that had
sold items to the Shah wanted to be paid. They
were afraid the new government would not pay
the Shah’s bills. They were willing to swap the
hostages for these demands.

Some of Jimmy Carter’s advisors
thought that the hostages could be rescued by
a military mission. A special group of soldiers
had been trained to conduct such missions.
The plan was to fly to Teheran in helicopters
launched from an American carrier in the Ira-
nian Gulf. They were to stop halfway there at a
secret airfield to refuel.

James E. "Jimmy" Carter
President 1977 to 1981

Decision

If you were the president, what would
you decide?

A. Meet the demands of the Iranians.

B. Attempt a military rescue of the hos-
tages.

Current Issue
Americans have been attacked by Is-

lamic militants.  Most recently a U.S. war ship
was bombed (2000) killing 17 sailors.

What do you think the United States
should do to terrorists who attack the U.S.?
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