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CIVIL RIGHTS 
MEETING TONIGHT! 

Come to hear  
about summer  

opportunities in  
the South

You can make  
a difference!  

The summer of 1964  
can change the nation. 

VOLUNTEER NOW
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A CALL TO ACTION: CIVIL RIGHTS FOR ALL
Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for coming to this very important meeting. I am here this evening 
to share with you some important information that may change the direction of this nation.

The United States Constitution sets forth a promise of a just society. Unfortunately the promise of a 
just society has continued to elude the Black people of the United States.

The Civil War was fought to free the slaves and to provide equality for Blacks. The 15th Amendment of 
the United States Constitution which was ratified in 1870 states:

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States 
or by any state on account of race, color, or previous conditions of servitude.

Today in Mississippi, Blacks are denied the right to vote. How can we, as a nation, make decisions 
about people based solely on the color of their skin? How can the color of your skin determine 
whether you can vote? People in 1964 are divided by their skin color—this is not fair; it is wrong!

People are divided by skin color—Black and White—when they attend school.

People are divided by skin color—Black and White—when they go to the movies; Blacks in the  
balcony, Whites on the main floor.

People are divided by skin color—Black and White—when they use a drinking fountain; one for 
Blacks and one for Whites.

People are divided by skin color—Black and White—when they ride a bus; Blacks in the back of the 
bus, Whites in the front; Blacks standing, Whites sitting.

People are divided by skin color—Black and White—when they are waited on in a store; Blacks wait 
while Whites are served first.

We live in a nation that declared that all men are created equal. Where is the justice and equality 
guaranteed by our Constitution?

The time has come for Blacks to stand up for their rights and share in the American Dream equally 
with all citizens. Many have worked for these rights. Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa Parks, Jackie Robinson, 
Medgar Evers, and many more. You may ask: Why am I here tonight? Why am I giving this speech? All 
of us must work together for justice and equality.  I am here this evening to ask for your help.

This summer we want to register Mississippi Blacks to vote so that they can exercise their rights as 
citizens. We need volunteers to come to Mississippi to help. All of us working together from every race 
and creed can make a difference and ensure that justice and equality are guaranteed for all.

Will you volunteer? I don’t want to fool you. This will not be easy. Many folks do not want to see 
change in the South. They do not want to see Blacks voting. There may be violence. There is risk. 
However, we cannot allow these threats to deny people their constitutional rights. If Americans from 
many walks of life come together to stand up for the rights for all people, our nation will be a better 
place. I hope you will join me. Do you want a more just society? I hope your answer is yes.

Thank you ladies and gentlemen.

Vocabulary

•	 civil rights
•	 ratify
•	 servitude
•	 register
•	 creed

Customize

ELL
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Character Biography

Assessment: The biography includes information that is logical to the story. Values listed are consistent with the 
goals of civil rights. Information included is appropriate for the 1960s. The life event reflects values related to  
civil rights.

Character’s name: ______________________________________________________
	 (first name)	 (last name)

Age:  _____________ 	  Date of Birth: _______________________________________

Place of Birth: _________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Personality characteristics: ______________________________________________

Current job if not a college student: ______________________________________

Hobbies: _ ____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Favorite leisure activities: _ ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Values: _______________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Life event related to cilvil rights: _ ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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POST card examplar

Writing Prompts:

n	 What am I thinking as I prepare to leave for Mississippi?

n	 What concerns do my family and friends have about this trip?

Assess:

o	 Develops ideas with relevant facts, concrete details, and specific  
	 examples from the storyline.

o	 Uses appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarity about the  
	 departure and Freedom Summer.

o	 Includes feelings about the events.

o	 Uses precise language relevant to the events.

o	 Uses a style that is appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Postcard

Dear Mom,

We are on our way to Oxford, Ohio. 
I’m making new friends, and it is 
clear we all have high hopes for the 
summer. There is a great deal of 
camaraderie among the group. We’ve 
been singing Beatle songs with a 
few of us totally off key! There is a 
lot of discussion about our work in 
Mississippi—I’m excited and scared. 
I know you are worried about what 
I might experience having never 
been far from home, but don’t worry 
about me, I’m among friends and we 
will look out for each other.

Love, William

Mom

10820 Someplace St.

Springfield, MS 39762
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COMMITTEES

Travel Route: Decide on the route, number 
of days, and places to stop for meals and 
overnight.

Food: Coordinate with the Travel Committee to 
determine meals and places to eat. Work within 
a budget.

Clothing: Recommend suitable clothing for 
the trip.

Entertainment: Decide on the leisure activi-
ties appropriate to the time and on the music 
the group will enjoy on the trip.

News Events*: Select significant news events 
prior to 1964, in the nation and world that 
everyone should know.

*To make groups smaller, this group could be divided into two—national and international news.
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PRICE LIST

Food

apples 10¢ a pound bacon 49¢ a pound

baked beans 12¢ a can bread 28¢ a loaf

ketchup 39¢ a bottle coffee 38¢ a pound

crackers 25¢ 16 ounce pkg ham 46¢ a pound

margarine 15¢ a pound milk 26¢ a quart

peanut butter 51¢ 18 ounce jar peas 15¢ a can

pumpkin pie 25¢ potato chips 43¢ 1 pound box

potatoes 99¢ 10 pounds salad dressing 43¢ a jar

chicken noodle soup 16¢ a can cheese 78¢ a pound

chicken 41¢ a pound 1 dozen eggs 50¢

pork chops $1.44 a pound bananas 10¢ a pound

sugar 2¢ a pound tea bags (48 count) 67¢

butter 75¢ a pound soda pop 5¢ a can

hot dogs 49¢ a pound Cheerios 25¢ a box

Fast Food

hamburger 15¢ soda pop 10¢

french fries 10¢ milk shake 15¢

Walgreen’s breakfast 33¢ (hotcakes/bacon) Walgreen’s lunch 49¢ (pot pie)

Clothing

dress $5.00-$15.00 women’s slacks $10.00

men’s shirt $3.00 men’s slacks $5.00-$10.00

sweater $5.00-$7.00 shoes $8.00-$20.00

Other Items

camera $149.50 stereo $124.95

Polaroid camera $99.95 record $1.77

19" television $170.95 typewriter $49.95

movie tickets 75¢ 10 speed bicycle $55.95

pen $1.98 school bag $3.00

haircut (barber shop) $2.50 makeup kit $6.50

magazine 25¢ paperback book 10¢-25¢
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REFUSING SERVICE

Time: June 1964

Place: On the road to Jackson, Mississippi, local restaurant

Your role: Restaurant owner

Characters (students): Civil rights workers traveling to Mississippi to register 
Blacks to vote.

Students are on their way to Jackson, Mississippi to work in a Freedom School 
where they will register Black citizens so they can vote and be represented in the 
Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party—Blacks have been banned from joining 
the Democratic Party in Mississippi. 

The students have been on a long bus ride from Oxford, Ohio where they received 
training on the work they will do. They are nearing their destination and have 
decided to stop for lunch and eat at a roadside restaurant. 

Meet the students at the door of the restaurant and tell them that you will not 
serve them because they are outsiders. Threaten them and tell them they should 
turn around and go home because the “good people of Mississippi don’t want 
them in their state.” Tell them that outsiders are unwelcome and shouldn’t be 
interfering in something that is none of their business.

Add any other details or “insults” appropriate to this particular situation. Improvise 
based on the students’ responses.

Allow time after the role-play to debrief the critical incident so that students 
understand that you were playing a role and that you do not uphold the values 
and beliefs that were stated during the role-play.
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NEWS BULLETIN:
DISAPPEARANCE OF CIVIL RIGHTS WORKERS 

Three civil rights workers have disappeared: Andrew Goodman, Michael Schwerner, 
and James Chaney. Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner are volunteers who 
have recently arrived in Mississippi to help with voter registration. James Chaney, a 
native Mississippian, has been involved in the Civil Rights Movement for some time.

On Sunday, June 21, the three men had gone to investigate the burning of Mt. Zion 
Methodist Church near Lawndale. The church was going to be used as a Freedom 
School and had been fire-bombed by the Ku Klux Klan. About 3:00 PM the three 
civil rights workers’ car was stopped for speeding by Deputy Sheriff Cecil Price near 
the town of Philadelphia, Mississippi. The three men were taken to jail but released 
later that night. They have not been seen since. 

If you know the whereabouts of these men, please call your local  
police department.
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FBI Poster: Missing 




